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l oc Air Force Base is an eY-empted station of the Air Ma.tr'l"iel 

Command . It i admtnistar d by the 275~tb Experimental Winir and four 

( 4) tenant O'.t"ganizat!ons, namely: Detschme11t 10/l3L; 10th Weather 

Squadron; Detachment 1907- 1 AACS Sq_u~dron; '20Sth streto Bomb Squaifro:n; 

and the 930lst Abei-..rdeen Bombin.r ll"ssion. During this reporting period 

the base was comruanded by Col. Sif'llil. A. Gilkey and •tarred with an 

average of 1407 military and 450 c:ivilis.n personnel, The orge.ni~tion 

in effect s.t the b~inning of this r~riod co _eisted of the 2759th Air 

Base Group. All perso. n 1 ( 1324) were assigned to the Headquarters 

and Headquarters Sqtadron of thia group and w~ carried on one morning 

report . The singlenesiJ of -this organlza ion preeoo.ted a serious µ-o 

lem in axpeditious stl-engtb a.ccotmv ·ng of t .e ass gned military person­

nel, sinee the numerous daily changes required an the morning report 

de it unduly eumbe1•s0J:1e. To solve this problem, Headqua?"ters , Alt:, 

by General Ord n-s ~lo . 41 on 20 .!ay 1949, redesignn ed. the 2759t h Air 

Force Ba- e the 2759th 'futperimenta.l 1ing and established the follo 1ng 

'ID uni ts: liq & Hq Squ dron, 3076th Air Base Group as i gned to 2759th 

Experimental Wi ng; Hq & Hq Squadron, 3077th l'xperll:lental Group, assigned 

't.o 2759th Experim nt.al Wing; 2996th Air Police Squadron assigned to 

3076th ir Ba se Group; and 2997th Ba.se Servic6 Squadron assigned to 

3076th A 1r Base Group. Personnel were ~fssigne.d to tbe new tmit., e.ocord­

ing to their duty assignments and &'r.e aceoun.ted for on six ( 6) sepirat~ 

morning reports and administer . by five ( 5) S@JXirate orderly rooms . 
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Captain H. E. Fi tch assumed the duties of • a:rch of Dimes Project 

Officer , and the annual campaign was conducted on the Base through the 

month of January and the first part of February. The following is a 

list of contributions t 

Squadron 
Squadr on 
s.1us.dron 

1!f,. ft . 

11B1' . 
. • • . . . . . . . . . . • • ;78 . 75 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 53 .15 

rtl" n 
\J • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Si::uadron ''Et! . • • • • • • .. • • • • • • 
~ttached Orca11izat ons ••••••••••• 
Mft.FB 1'/omen ' s Club . • • • • • • • • • • • • 
NCO Club . .. • • • • • • • * .. • • • ., • • • 
Officers Club • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
NCO \'i'i ves Au.xiliary • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CivUiar1 Contractor8 ............ . 
Civil Service E~mrlo;;;-ees •••••••••• 

?.81 
6.12 

JB . 22 
59.27 
6.08 

67. 03 
5.00 

ib.oe 
11 .23 

The total contribution was -fl34B .74 fo comparison >V"ith la.st ye~r•s total 

co~tri .A1tion . h .,_ch was ~277 .19. 

On 20 July 1941?. the Ir. t~rir,:i Training Course for Officer~ , which 

was ir:itiated at ~uroc ~ir Force Base on 21Octo~r1947 , finished its 

bi-weekly classes and gave final e:xaminati.ons . The grades were entered 

on the F'o:rm 66-2 of ei~ch individual officer and course completion 

certificat es i<rere sent to the Officer ' e Section to be pl aced in their 

201 File . 

For the quarterly p;:irio ~ of October, r cvember, t ·ecemt-.ier 1947 the 

3~!08 Stra.to Bomb Te·st Sc.ua.dron , then known as Squadron 11cu of the 608th 

Flying ~),q,fety , >foston ~~ ale::~1 , North Carolina. This penant was presented 

wi.th c':'r;;:mony- to )208th Strato Bomb 'I'est Squadron on 12 May 1948 a.t Muroc 

:,ir Force Ba:::e b Colonel Gilkey_, Gomrt£Jiding Officer . 11 

Cn 12 r'ebruary 1948 the announcement vas made of the redesignation 

l ') 
of 1'.uroc Army Air Field to J!uroc Air Force P.e.se . '· 

U . Fhoto ,~raph of Presentation" t.ppdx. !/7 
12. Gt:n. . Cr df.:r f/3 , t~ppdx. #6 
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~·:ith the bet;inn.ing of a new cal endar year, :t:uroc 1~ir Force Base 

had high hopeo of having the ~aster Flan approved so that tho mch needed. 

permanent .facilities would be provided . However, there we1~e no Fiscal 

Year 1948 military co struction funds appropria.ted . 

On S January 1948, Lt . Colonel ··arl C. 1;;· :ules, Executive Officer, 

District. :·~ngil eers , Los AnJelc§ ur d i.:r . i'iillia.m. Leon, Chief, O eratiCJns 

Divisior ; District 'E.r.1.ginoar, .made a v.i.sit to the new housing ur.it si te. 

Captai n .r:: . Fer.rod, .. luroc Air Force Base Ghapl<.1.in, ~as briefed o.a 

the J.tast er .d.a.n and corcurred with the future requireraents for t .e chapel 

in the Five Year Construction P1"0gram. Tho l ayout of' the p:roposed ch&.pel 

had been approved by Captain Penrod sin a the previous chaplains had been 

ti·ans:t'erred . 

A tr.eating was eld on 13 Jarruary with .. . s . Cundi t , Conmerci' 1 

1' igineer, Culiforniu ~lectric Power Corripal'zy", Riverside, C.:llifornia, and 

Euroc Air Force .Bnse :n.t'Uh'ilng Office to diecu::; s m:ire fully t he anticipated 

increase of pm·1er re -.ruirements . The Air Force Hocket Static Test ~tation, liev 

hO'i.rning, increase i n Dircraft pro,jects and contemplated new construction 

aro factors for the demand in the irrmediatc increase of power facilities . 

On this same date a r.:ieeting, concerni ng the AF experimental rocket 

engine test sti1tion, 1'W.S held v;ith .,ir . John Cowan, representative or 
Air L..ateriel Co ~nd for Gt::r.eral 'i'ire 11::.d Rubber Gonip.:my and .1 erojet 

..:l1gi neering Corporation, Ur . B. F. l~ose, t.erojet Eng.; eering Go:r;poration, 

lir . Lest .r .'..orey, represent ative of C.: orpn of ....; gi n(::ers at Loa mgeles; and 

Coi.GirandiI'l.ti Officer, Colonel S • J\ . Gilkey, t o0 ether i>J1th repreGentati ves of tho 

ht:uroc Planning 0ffice . A tou.r· of the site for the J\F Rocket ii.ngi ne Test Station 

vJas r;iade and a discussion oi' the over-tll desi gn f or the 'l'est St ation .1.ollowed . 
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representatives , Subsoil survey t.nd cxc2vati on of sitt'3 WiiiS c1..J.sct s sed in 

detail. 

On l February Mu.roe A.FB wa.s fac(",d \"lit.h a possibl e pcruer strike at 

the Californio. lil.ootric Power Company. 

_power units frcm thti .:: .. a1gince1•ing Depot . 

3 February • 

'£his st tion procui·ed staridby 

Utility st ike was settled on 

• Ellmaker1 District L ... '1g:tneer •s Office , ws .ngeles, a1·.rived at 

l.J.u'oc AFB on 5 February to coordir..ate all electrica.l projects at this 

station • 

• H. Haberton Photogaphie Le.bor tory > Air ll.ateriel Colmlari.d,, 

arrived 12 1''ebruacy for several days to n\Jrk on details 0£ tl e proposed 

!)hoto~~a.phic laboratory . PreliJ.;Jinar".r floor plans were drafted i n coor dination 

with the Co!mlDilding Officer , Planning Office a.."1d Ease Photo Officer , 

llr . G • .::iwmters and Mr . G. Le'Iourn eau of the i , G, LeTourr eau Co.rapa..'1Y1 

Longvie-f'l, Texas, made t. visit to the new housing si t.e and con!o1•red with 

t he Corrr""'1ndini; Officer and planning officio.la at :i.-:uroc ti.Fa on 19 February . 

A meetil g was hel d on 20 Febr uary , ~ith :representati vos from hluroc 

Air F'o1·ce Base,. Aero j et 1;ngineering Corporation t.illd the Resider t ;~ngineer 

to discuss the :::irog:re .:s mad at the AF H.ockat b.ngine Test Site du i ng t he 

1)ast L..-Ont • 

On 3 -arch, repr esent· th"es from Air Installations Di vision, llead-

1..J.Uarte1·s, Air 16.teriel Co mand, C ptai 'rrurnble ar.d ii.!' . :::esterfield, 

arrived to rmke study on soil erosion and landsc·1 pi1 g. 

l!i.r . Ell.maker, electric '~ enc.:ineer ~t District ~-Gineers {.)ffice, Los 

h.ngeles, a.rid W.· . :ea.th lrom Southern California Zdi son Company conferred 

wit h Colonel s . A. Gilkey and. Pl anni n g (Jffic-o a.s to probable source of power 

from t.hc above utility company . Sout hern Ga1ii'ornia. Ldison Company will 
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subm:l.t a. proposal for power sup- ~- to 1'.uroc 1.ir ,•orce :·· ··se . 

:.s~:;.eta:;ce WF.J.S re .~u.es·ted by tha L-i.l.U'oc Air Force Base ' "' lnstall at"' or..s 

v .:. ficc for ·:.-crsormel fro.::..1 :' cad-{a<? ... r t. az & , i ir l::.1..teriel Command, tor detailed 

cci:struction ·:)L1.nr:d.r..::; at ~uroc because t here wBre no cu tlified p6rsom;el 

at t his station. Due to la~k ;;:.f fu.nds, Air Mat e-riel Command could not 

co~1J.¥ wi th t l -= s re,:1uest to .serrl somoone t o this station on temporary 

duty 1 but th~ would assist · ~uroc AFB if an outline of require..ments were 

sent to fJ,'C to be wor.kc.'Ci out . 

A co ust:ructian directive dated 29 lla.rch i'roa Offic e ot' t he Chi ef o.£ 

1'~ ginoers w' s received a.uthol•izing a.dv· .need pl.era ing onl y for construction 

of propost.>d s i..rn!n.J.ng pool at this st.at.ion. This wor k i s to be accomp:Lished 

by Distr·ict Encineer, Los iil &eles . 

St.udics 'Were made and wil l cont-i-rrue to be made of Preliminary Design 

Criteria fol' t he AF Experimental :Rocket. .Snglne Test t ation at 1foroc as 

submitted by Aerojet b:ngtnee1·ing Corporati on . Prel.i.mirJ.8.?'y Desi gn Criteria are 

studied by variou.;;;i staff r;.e.rnbers for co.mme1 ts and suggestions and then 

f OI'\'f'd.Ned to Aero jet j.!;nt:;in.eel:'ing Corpol•ation so t hat they may bs ix1corporated 

into t he f i1 

On l J.pril, Captain G. Van Winge:rden and ltr. Hi ll, Electrcni.es Section, 

.Air i&teriel Conmand_, ar:t:'ived .:f.'o1' an extended stay to ·work on the aligrunant 

of the All Altitude Speed Course . From the tests .conducted, a firm re ~. i re­

m~.i~t f or acquisition of land fo1· All Altitu<le Speed Cou1•se 1r 6 docided. 

Major G. Bunze, Office of Res xh & Development, Head.quarters, USAF, 

ru d Ur . f1, Brelsford, Research e..z: Development Office, Air J ~ teriel Command, 

ma.de a Visit to coordin to Hatters re r,aru i.ng the AF ...... i:peri erit a.1 Rvcket • gine 

Test Sta.tion Site . 

Ger eral J oseph 1' . 1charne-.r, Cor..I!landing General, .4ir · teriel Com:nand, 
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:~r.d Lt . Colonel s. Lutz, A:~F Liaison Office with the District irngineer, 

to inspect faciliti.es ;:;.t Foornu.;...11 was vr.::r.r !v:lpful wit h sug-

£:estions L"l com ection with 1~E.st c.r P4.n.'1i.."'lg cii ffkultis::: at this ta.tion .. 

and "ercjet ::.Ugineerin; Co:r.;::ror~tion represont.i;.tivez ~ on 19 November, to 

further discuss t he !{c t:!h:;t ~ tstic Test Project . 

Colonel Dwight F. J . .,hns , the Division .'1ngi n.eer; S.;i.n Francisco, made 

an informal visit. to l.:uroc to inspect t he housing project and other base 

construction, on 19 Noverr.ber. 

Colonel Gilkey, E~se Comm..a.~der, made a trip t o .4.ir ~~teriel Com-

mand, on 7 December to inquire a.bout tr.a sta.tus c! the !!..s.ster Plr..n , 

plan for Mu.rec . 

g i neere , thi;i:t the Chief of ~'.I, gine€:rs t.G..d bi:>en in£t ruct.ed tc conduct a 

asite. s0i.l6 1 ~ cf 301 sur plus buiEings. Thi s will elirr.irc.t e unused, 

of J:bs.int en.::.nce , and ~re only of ,.(1r-tine conatruction, t·uilt oc.t of 

s:o.tisfuctory fr·om the t.:.C:e U~ey were cor..strt.:cted. 

:.raong some of the cffici~- visit c r.s at !furcc ,:_rcy . ir Field , who 

:!iade ir..spections of fecili.tie!: r;.t this etc:.tior- it~ regr::rc to ·rroop and 

Preside.ont 'l'ruman' .s ,:, i.r Policy Commis"'i.or!, v:ho .:.J'te:::' vi.siting t his 
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On 17 J·1110 1£r . :·i . H. Sha.p}.ey , 1:11rea.u of the Budeet, Executive Office 

of the ?resident , arrived for a general il1spection of the base and facilities 

at r:uroc AFBo 

On 28 June Colonel Gilkey ""',d :'..ajor c.~1velko proceedec to Air 1.1.ateriel 

Gom:nand, i;rigi.'1.t- Patterson Air F0rce Base, to discuss approval of Ae:rojet 

Bnci neering Corporation proposal o.f the AF Rocket Engine Test Station. 

Need for facilities and utilities were also discussed. 

- 1'*2. -



--=-== --~ ---·------



The i.~atar Planning Boar d bees been doi ne eon.:. " d er~bli; work 0 11 

the .future phnning and requirements ! or r.1uroc ot>...-nlY ~ar f ield . The 

following is a chronologiaal synopsis of t he problems enceuntered 

by this Boore . 'l'he preliminary M ster Plan iuam~d iet e l y follo s 

Page )9 of this Section . 

On 24 January 194? , information was reeeived the..t the Preliminary 

Master f'ls.n should be prepared and autmitte . to the :~ar r: epartment 

1 May 1947 . 

On Jl January, inf or r!'.'.etion vies r eceivea by n ;r. , at Muroc Army 

Air F'ield, that pl&nning f or Very H@!avy Bomb Groupe was not appli-

cable to f. ir llateriel C0t,1Jtia.nd st~tfocs . ~; l~nning wiJ.J be on t be b&sis 

of present o iasion, whic i s fligh t 1 es 'int,; e. t t:uroc Army ""'·ir Field . 

On 21 February 1947, the ~/uroc ,,.rrr.:y ,,ir Fi eld t:last.ar ? l a. nn.1.nc; 

Boarci met and d iscussed the .followi ng : ,,ater F eh.ab illt~tion SyDtera; 

Need of t1 new power line from Kramer, Calif <.rrni.6, to r ep.llice e:x.iat ing 

line; Land .acquisition; Possible new runway looation; Houoing and 

utilities locations in the p1•oposed ne~ area; Ei<nd th.6 approv l of the 

Eleotrieel Rehabilitation SystQtll . The Ple.nning Board was also in-

formed thz:.t pl .:.ns on a ne Chapel era submitted to higher headquar-

t er s for aonsidere.tion under funds ava ilable from """rmy ~ elfare Funds . 

On 25 February 1947, Colonel s,. A. Gilkey proceeded to Headquar­

ters, Air Materiel C0mmand 1 for a meeting with Major General Craig1e, 
---, ..__--·-· 

Chief of Engineering Divi .ion, Brigad i er General Carroll, .heting .:Jeputy 

Chief of Engineering f. ivision, Colone l Sillin E:. nd Lt. Colone l Puyne , 

Engineering L'ivision Facilities, Colone l J •• Griggs , Mr . Nees e.nd 

\ 
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Mr . Courtney from Air Inst.4llation 1 ivision . Lt this meetirig pro­

posed runway location was affirmed and approved. 

On 20 March 1947, the Preliminary Master Plan was submitted to 

Headquarters, Air Materiel Comr.w.nd, f. :right fie~·, for approv4ll. 

On 14 Aiarch 1947, information as received for the submission of 

~D AGO Forms 726 in accordance with JJ, 210-20, im Memo 210-20-l ruxi 

changes the1·eto . Subject report is on Long F.e.rtge Construction l~ogre.m 

vhioh was foruard ~ on 27 March 1947 • 

On 17 March 1947, Muroc hl"my ... ir r: ielC. submitted s. formal request 

for recreational facilities accomplished from Army Central ·~ elfa.re Funds . 

'I'he i'ollovdJJg reareationa.l facilities ·ere requested: ',eere&tion Building; 

Hobby Shop; Golf Course; Portable r.1eachers; S\Timming Pool; '.t'ennis Courts; 

Outdoor 'l'hea.ter; I1ance Pavilion; ~rill Yield House , together with Baseball 

Yield, Softball Field , r.nd Track . 

On 18 t> pr i.l 191.7, a meeting was held of the Master Planning Boord , 

for the purpose of c o.."lsidering the consolidation of the reaater Plan 1'ran 

a fif'teElt"year program to a f'ive--ye&r program, as proposed by higher head• 

quarters . The following subjects we1·e discussed: Leuhman Fidge, &S site 

for Foc:ket Static 1te; Eeview of needs for Technical Engineering; Fevie 

of neetls for i'avy; Feasibility of using facilities at Mojave Naval ir 

Station; Setting up construction program nc 11 , revised 19 April 1947. 

On 8 !ay 1947, a meeting -was heltl of the lf'iaster Planning Board, l'lith 

the objective of recommending to ths 'ff ice ot the 1 i strict Ez g ineer, the 

type of construction and structure deairee for one hundred (100) iluroc 

i:.rmy Ail" Field temporary quarters . · rior to this nieeting, members of the 

Planning Board comucted visual i nspection of ~ctU!il construction of l\orm&c 
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units at 'Irona., California , whe:re weathe:r co~ ditions ar·e simile.? to ~uroc,. 

and also Le Tourneo.u units et Lcn0·i., ... , .l.oxa13. ~uso <.:focussed &t th 

meeting, was price ane dir.!er,sions of et:c ; diffcrrrnt constr ction methods 

employee in builrling e<~ ch type; . o.:;ofbln e:;;pi::.11don oi" c;:cch; undeairttb1 ".ity 

of car port in tC.ia clim!lte; ne t.:::11;;:..j pe !. cr:: South est : ivi"'ion Eng­

~eer, concernin~ 1e Tourneau unitr. . ..-' l!.l.nnine Boarc rnen:.bers umm iously 

selected the ffor . ac Unit s the most casir.ab!.e for !.!uroc l.rmy .· .i!' Field 

t ousing, 1nesmuch ~a the additional floor sp!>ae i11 tb, Lo Tournc~u unit 

did not off-set the quality af des ''"fl c.nd coostru.ction apparent in the 

Normac unit. The :W.nniug Board :recognized the fact th· t the : ormac unit 

being pre-fabricated at a central plant site, with uniform control, an:i 

workn,anship, qua· ity would be insi:ired. rihereas , the Le Tourneau unit 

ould be exp ,rimental, particularly in this very bot , dry climete . The 

l.ormac unit has c;ood insulation ae ell as un1.formity of surface finish . 

The sbove recommeneation \las sub:lllittod on 8 ay 1947 to th rtstrict 

Engineer, Los ngeles, California . 

B~~e Commander, Colonel S • • Gilkey, as s mu:,oned to Headqua.rters, 

idr Materiel Camm nd, on 26 11..ay 191~7 ft»: a discvasion of the Jtaster Pl.no . 

From. there, Colonel Gil.key, tO'"'e .her ·i th Colonel J • J. Gr gs , Chief, 

b ir Installations I ivision, Hq, ~·~ C, proceeded to lieadqu rtar s , >.t~f, on 

27 .ti'.ay 1947 for a meeting with. l!ajor Jeneral E. Powers, ttajor Ge er~l 

Gardner, Brigadier General Crawford, .mi members of ,,,ir Installations 

Division . Brigadier General Kauch was unable to be p1·esent, since he 

was siok in the hospital at the timG .. Vuring these ineetings, the !.:aster 

Plun was approved by Headquarters , i ' ir l teriel COOU'lland, es well as He .d· 

quarters, F . Base Commander, Colonel s • ...,. • Gilke , brought b'ick the 
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inf or'll1l-;tlon ·r.hat the If:uc t er 

Office . 

t ·11e !""".;~,···.·: . .in·, ;.eonl. '\.- c.r1 r~-tti"'n +r> ·t.,· ,,. ··~,~ r<;:"'n ~:.r:l, ~,... ~· " tot r i r •. o_f' '~ "78 , ':<00 . (.;,lt l .t,.!... ___ _ "=> II ~ , -· ._ .... "-' - J .. """" ~ ... ~ .. ••. ~I , \. .. :~ 1 .... , ,) •• ,.., .... ..L. 1.~.. u. .. ..... .. ..; 

l.• •·. J.. . 
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tior. Ccmpany, '.Eiverside, California . 

hundred (100) temporary f6Jll.ily ~rt :ts, •1ith necosse:ry facilities , in-

eluding Wt.'ter ciistribU'~ion , aewua,e ~n-' unciergrou..TJ.d electric<...l cistribu-

tion, to tho 'i . • r. b.aC.kovich '"' ompuny1 Lo \.ngeles , C~liim:·nia t:.:.t a cos t 

of ,~750~000 . 'l'ht'! cos· of the electricaJ syaten: >H11.6 ~400,000 an: Schurr 

M¥! Findlay of Los bD£eles are the contrfl.ctors . 'l'he contnct fol' in-

Kcbertson of CleE;;n;s.ter , California . 

me.tie, deluge-type, prinkler s st~r i n t·flo bi;,r~ars used for prepu.rs-

tion tm.:l inoc::i:fieation of develop!<ieFt. i:.ircr~.Jt for tlight test; at & total 

co~t of fi263 ,600 o The contractor is lhmnet h Fraser , !'asbdeni:: , Cti.lifornia ,. 
On 30 June 19/.7, Colonel :: • .. • Cilkey received " letter from Lt. 

G encral tl . r. Twining, Comk!&n.6 i:n,c; ~enen1.l, .r1/C, s t a. t:lng that the M ster Plan 

aa presentoo by th is base in ~;ashington, w~a ser:t to the r.ar f epartment 'ith 

no chant;e whatsoe·;-er. , urthermoro, the General e. asuree that ;J.~C , ill put 

emphasis on the development of ~. uroa i.i.r Field . It is beginning to look lik 

lh.n'oc is at last going to get somewhe.re . 

- 40 ---- --~ 
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