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COMBAND

Muroc Alr Force Base is an evempted station of the Alr Materiel
Command, It is administered by the 275%th Fxrerimental Fing and four
(4) tenant arganizetions, namely: Detsciment 10/13L; 10th Veather
Squadron; Detachment 1907«1 ZACS Sovmdren: 2209th Strato Bomb Squadron;
and the 930lst Aberdeen Bombing Hissgion., During this reporting period
the base was commanded by Col, Signe &, Gilkey and staffed with &n
average of 1407 military and 450 eivilisr perszcrnel, The orgenization
in effect at the beginning of this period consisted of the 2759th Air
Base Grour, &11 personnel {1324) were assigned to the Headquarters '
and Headquariers Squadron of this group and were carried on one morning
report. The singleness of this organizeation presented a serious probe
len in expeditious strength sceoumting of the assigned military person-
nel, since the numercus daily changes reguired on the morning report ;
made it unduly cumbersome, To solve this problem, Headquarters, AN,
by General Orders Ho., 41 on 20 Mav 1948, redesignated the 2759th Air
Foree Base the 2759th Fxperimental Ving and established the following
T units: Ha & Ho Squadron, 3076th Air Base Group assigned to 2759th
Experimental Wing; Hq & Hq Squadron, 3077th Fxperimental Group, .a‘ssimed
to 2759th Fxperimental Wing; 2096th Afr Police Souwadron assigned to
3076th Air Base Group; and 2997th Base Service Squadron assigmed to
3076th Air Base Group. Personrel were assigned to the new units aeccord-
ing to their duty assignments end are ecoounted for on six (6) seperate

nmorning reports and administered by five (5) separate orderly rooms,



Certain ¥, E, Fitch assumsd the duties of March of Dimes Project
Officer, and the annual campaizn was conducted on the Base through the
month of January and the first part of February. The following is a
list of contributions:

Squadmn AN @ & o € » 8 & ® @ ® a s 3 & * @ $78 075
S f%u&dron B 5 & s 8 ® % s & 3 % e & e s 5 3 015
Sguadmn A e % o o 5 6 2 8 06 6 86 6 06 9 o @ 7.81
Sﬁz_‘lﬂdr@ﬂ RE s 6 o o & % 5 % o s 8 o & &5 & & 6 12
Litached Orgzﬂi?_ations ¢ & 5 ® 3 & & & & O @ 38 .74
BAFB Wlomen's Club « o o o o o o o6 0 0 5 ¢ o 59 027
HBCOCiuby o o o o o o ¢ ¢ % 5 s w o ¢ & & » 6.08
Of ficers Club s ¢ 2 s & @ ® e T ¥ @ 4 8 & @ 67 . 03
KCO Wives Aizx:i.li&r:sr 5 & 8 & ® ® & ° & & 3 & 5 .CD
Civilian Contractors. . 16,08
Civil Service Zmployees o« » ¢ o o o o o ¢« s 11423
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The total ccntrihmtign was $348.74 in comparison with last yearts total
contribution which wes 3277.19.

On 20 July 1948 the Interim Training Course for Officers, which
was initisted at Huroc iir Force Bass on 21 October 1947, finlshed its
bi-weekly classes and gave final examinstions, The grades were entered
on the Form 66~2 of each individual officer and course completion
certificates were sent to the Cfficer's Section to be placed in their
201 File.

For the guarterly vericd of October, November, lecember 1947 the
3208 Strato Bomb Test Scuadron, then known as Squadron "C" of the 608th
AFBU, was awarded the B-29 White Pennant Flying sward by the Office of

Flying Safety, ‘inston Salem, Herth Carelina. This penant was presented

w

#

ith esrsmony to 3208th Strate Bomb Test Sguadren on 12 May 1948 at Muroe

tir Forece Base by Colonel Gilkey, Commanding Officer.tt
n 12 February 1948 the anncuncement was made of the redesignation

of Muroe Army idlr Fleld to Hurce Air Force Ease.l“

1. Fhotogzraph of Presentation, Appdx. #7
12, Gen, Crder #3, Appdx. #6
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MASTER FPLARLING

With the begﬁaﬁ.ng «f a new calendar year, liuroc iir Force Lase
had high hopes of having the Master Flan approved so that the much needed
permanent facilities would be provided, However, there were no Fiscal
Year 1948 pdlitary construction funds asppropriated.

On 8 Jamuary 1948, lt. Colonel Larl C. Faules, Zxecutive Cfficer,
Distriet lnglieers, los Angeled und ir, Willism Leen, Chief, Uperations
Division; District Inginecer, made a visit to the new housing unit site,.

Captain . Fenrod, iuroc ilr Force Base Chaplain, was briefed on
the kaster rlan and concurred with the future requirements for the chapel
in the Five Year Construction FProgram. The layout of the proposed chapel
had been approved by Captain FPenrod since the previous chaplains had been
transferred.

A meeting was held on 13 Jamuary with kr, S, Cundiff, Commercial
Ingineer, California Llectric Fower Company, Riverside, Cziifornia, and
luree Air Force fuse Flanning Office to discuss more fully the anticipated
inerease of power rejuirements, The iir Force Rocket Static Test Station, lew
housing, increase in alrcraft projects znd contemplated new construction
are factors for the demand in the irmediate increase of power facilities.

On this same date a meeting, concerning the AF experimental rocket
eugine test station, was held with lir, Jc;lm Cowan, representative of
Alr Kateriel Command for General Tire and Rubber Company and Aerojet
sngineering Corporation, lir, B, F. Rose, Aerojet Ingineering Corporation,
kr, Lester .lorey, representative of Corps of lngineers at Los ingelesj and
Comnanding Officer, Colonel S, A. Ullkey, toiether with representatives of the
duroc Planning Uffice. 4 tour of the site for the AF Rocket Zngine Test Station

was made and a discussion of the over-sll design for the Test Station followed,



representatives, Subsoil survey and excavation of site was discussed in
detail,

iﬁ 1 Petruary Huroc AFD was faced with & possitle power strike at
the California llectric Fower Company, This station procured standby
power units frcz;x the ingineering Depot. Utility strike was settled on
3 February.

ire Ellmaker, District Ingineer's (ffice, los ingeles, arrived at
kuroe AFE on 5 February to coordinate ell electrical projects at this
station.

ir. He Haberton, Photographic Leboratory, Alr liateriel Command,
arrived 12 February for severzl days to work on details of the proposed
vhotographic labvoratory. FPreliminayry floor plans were drafted in coordination
with the Commanding Officer, Plamning Uffice and Base Fhoto Officef,

ir, G, Summers and ir. G. LeTourneau of the H, U, LeTourneau Company,
Longview, Texas, made & visit to the new housing site and conferred with
the Comuanding COfficer and planndng officials at Muroc AFEB on 19 E‘ehruafy.

4 meebing was held on 20 Februsry, with representatives from Luroc
Adr Force Dase, Asrojet Engineering Corporation and the Resident ingineer
o discuss the progre:s made at the AF Hocket bngine Test Site during the
past month,

On 3 karch, representatives from Air installations Division, liead=
quarters, Air lateriel Command, Captain Trumble and ir, Westerfield,
arrived to make a study on soil erosion and landscaping,

¥r, Ellmaker, electrical engineer at District zngineers Office, los
angeles, and ly, Heath from Southern California Zdison Company conferred
with Colonel 8, A, Gillkey and Plamnning Office as to probable source of power

from the above utility compary, Southern Califernia !dison Compeny will
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submt & propesal. for power supply to iurcc iir Force Sase,

heglistance was rejumsted by the Luroc Air Force Base Air Ilnstailations
Cifice for personnel from Headjuarters, Air Uateriel Comnand, for detailed
ceustruchion planning at Muroc because there were no gualified personnel
at this station, Due to lack of funds, Air Materiel Command could not
comply with this rejuest to send someone to this station on temporary
duty, but they would assist ifuroc AFB if an outline of requiremenis were
gent to AL to be worked oub,

A construction directive dated 29 March from Gffice of the Chief of
Ingineers wos received suthorizing advanced planning only for constructicn
of proposed swimming pool at this station, This work is to be sceomplished
by District bngineer, lLos ingeles,

Studies were made and will continue to be nade of Preliminary Design
Criteria for the AF Experimental Focket Ingine Test Station at luroc as
submitied by Aerojet ingineering Corporation. Preliminary Design Criteria are
studied by various staff members for comments and suggestions and then
forsurded to Aercjet ingineering Corporation so that they may be incorporated
into the final design criteria,

On 1 April, Captain G, Van Wingerden and ir, Hill, Zlectronics Section,
Adr Materiel Command, arrived for an extended stay to work on the alignment
of the All Altitude Speed Course, From the tests conducted, a firm re uire-
mert for acquisition of land for All Altitude Speed Course was decided,

Major G, Bunze, Office of Ressarch & Development, lieadjuarters, USAF,
and lir. A, Brelsford, Research & Development Office, Air Materiel Command,
rade a visit to coordinate mmtters re;arding the AF Ixperimental Rockel Ingine
Test Station Site,

General Joseph T, lickarney, Commanding General, Air lateriel Command,
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nd Lt. Colonel S, Lutz, »iF Lisison COffice with the District Zngincer,

-

tec inspect facilities at liurec. r. Poormun was very helpful with sug-

sestions in connection with Hzster Planning difficultiss szt this station,
Celonel Gilkey, Buss Commendsr, met with District tngineer Fersonnel
and aercjet Inglneerinz Corporation reprascntetives, on 19 Novembsr, to

=
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roject.

further discuss the Heoi

Colonel Dwight F, Johns, the Divisien ingineer, San Francisco, made
an informal visit te luroc to inspect the housing project and cther base
constructien, on 19 Kevewber,

Cclonel Gilkey, Base Co ma,der, made a trip to idr Msteriel Com-
mand, on 7 December tec inguire sbout the stztus of the Master Plen,
and confer with members of the command on the justificstien of the
plan for Xuroc,

“ord was received on 17 Zecember 1947, through the District
gineeprs, that the Chiel of ‘ngirneers had bsen instructed tc conduct a
’"*te sale” of 301 surplus buildirgs. This will eliminste unused,
sub=-stendard bulldings, that areate a fire hazard, an excrbitant amount
of maintenunce, and ares only of war-time construction, built out of
unse: soned lumber and covered with tar peper, ané have bteen vory un—
satisfastory from the time they were constructed,

raong some of the offiecial visiters at Muree frry . ir Fleld, whe
made inspections of facilitiec szt this 5£aﬁian in regard to Troop and

> 2 & . b ze, . .
sets for the future weres

Family housing, and Pe:
President Truman's iir Pelicy Commissior, who after visiting this

base stated in a?e;r report, "Survival in the iir ige", "The Aiir Force



On 17 June KEr, ¥, H. Shapley, Bureau of the Budget, Executive Cffice
of the President, arrived for & general inspection of the base and facilities
at luroe AFB.

On 28 June Colonel Gilkey and Major Gawelke proceeded to Air liateriel
Command, VWright-Patterson Air Force Base, to discuss approval of Aerojet
Engineering Corporation proposal of the AF Rocket Ingine Test Station,

leed for facilities and ubilities were also discussed,
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RASTER PLAN

The Paster Planning Boaré hes bveen dolng eccnsiderable work on
the futwre planning and reguirements for Murcc army «ir Field, The
following is e chronclogicel synopsis of the problems encountersd
by thie Bourd, The preliminary Easter Plan immecdiutely follows
Fage 39 of this Ssction,

On 24 January 1947, informetion was received that the Freliminary
laster Flan should be prepared and submitted to the Var lepartment
1 May 1947,

On 31 January, informetion was received by TeY, at Nuroc army
4ir Field, thet planning for Very hezvy Zomb Groups was not appli-
cable to air Materiel Command stelions, rlenning will be on the busgis
of present mission, which is Fiight Testling et Huroe army sir Field,

On 21 February 1947, the ¥uroc ~rzy «ir Fileld Master FPlaenning
Board met and discussed the following: (sler Fehabilitation System;

Need of « new power line {rom Kramer, Californis, to replsce exisiing
line; land scquisition; Possible new runway location; Housing and
utilities locations in the proposed new aree; and the approval of the
Eleetricsl Rehabilitation Systeme The Flanning Eoard was alsc in-
formed thet plans on @ new Chapel were submitted to higher headquer-
ters for consideration under funﬁsvavailable from srmy Welfare Funds.

On 25 Februsry 1947, Colonel S, 4. Gilkey proceeded to Headguar=
ters, 4ir ¥ateriel Command, for a meeting with Major General 9353§3°’ a
Chief of Englneering Division, Brigadier Genersl Carroll, Acting Deputy ||

)

Chief of Fngineering I'ivision, Colonel 5illin and Lt. Colonel Payne,

Engineering I'ivision Fecilities, Colonel J. J. Griggs, Mr, Nees and



¥r. Courtney from Air Instgllations !ivision. &t this meeting pro-
pesed runway location was affirmed and approved.

On 20 March 1947, the Prelinminary Waster Plan wes submitted to
Headquarters, iir Materiel Commsnd, Wright Field, for approval,

On 14 Merch 1947, information was received for the submission of
WD 4G0 Forms 726 in sccordance with iF 210-20, ©D Memo 210-20-1 and
changes thereto., Subject report is on Long Fange Construction FProgrem
which was forwarded on 27 March 1947.

On 17 Kerch 1947, Nuroec army sir Field submitted & formal reguest
for recreationsl faecilities accomplished {rom army Centrel Welfare Funds,
The following recrestionzl facilities were requested: TFecreation Bulldings
Hobby Shop; Golf Course; Portable Ileachers; Swimming Poel; Tennis Cowrts;
Outdoor Theater; l'snce Pevilion; snd Field House, together with Baseball
¥Yield, Softbell Field, and Track.

On 18 april 1947, a meeting was held of the Master Planning Board,
for the purpose of considering the consclidation of the Haster Flan from
a fifteawysar program to & five~year program, &s propesed by higher head=
quarters. The following subjects were discussed: leuhman Jidge, as site
for Focket Static Site; Feview of needs for Technical Engineering; Feview
of needs for Havy; Fessibility of using facilities at Hojeve Naval ilr
Station; Setting up construction program ®C%, revised 19 4pril 1947.

On & kay 1947, & meeting was held of the Kaster Planning Board, with
the objective of recommerding to the Cffice of the Iistriet Engineer, the
type of construction and structure desired for one hunéred (100} Kuroe
srmy 4ir Field temporary quarters. irior to this meeting, members of the

Planning Board condueted visuul inspection of sctusl censtruction of Hormae

s 3'7.
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units at Trona, California, where weather conditions are similar to Huroe,
and alsec Le Tourneau units st Longview, Texas. 4lso discussed at the
meeting, was price and dimensions of each; different construction methods
employed in bullding esch type; posgible ewpsnsion of euch; undesirebility
of ear port in this climate; and teleiipe from South Test ivision Enge
ireer, concerning Le Towrnmeau units, Flanuing Board mexbers unanimously
salected the Normec Unit as the most desirable for MNuroe irmy «ir Field
Housing, inasmuch es the additionz]l floor spuce in the Le Towrnezu unit
did not off-set the quality of design and consiruction apparent in the
Normac unit, The Planning Board recognized the fact that the Normae unit
being pre-febricated at a cemtrsl plant site, with uniform control, and
workranship, quality would be insured, Fhereas, the Le Tournesu unit
would be experimental, particularly in this very hot, dry climate. The
Normae unit has good insulstion es well as uniformity of surfzce finish.
The &bove recommencation was submitted on 8 Hay 1947 to the I'istriet
Engineer, Los ingeles, California,

Bese Commander, Colonel 5, A, Gllkey, was swmmoned to Headquarters,
4ir Hateriel Command, on 26 May 1947 for a discussion of the Xaster FPlan,
From there, Colonel Gilkey, together with Colonel J. J. Griggs, Chief,
&ir Installations Division, Hg, .:C, proceeded io Headquarters, ~.F, on
R7 Kay 1947 for a meeting with Fajor leneral Z, Powers, Kajor Generzl
Gardner, Brigadier General Crawford, and members of sir Instellations
Division. Brigadier General Kauch was uneble to be present, since he
was sick in the hospital at the time. I'uring these meetings, the laster
Plan was approved by Headgquarters, #ir lateriel Command, &8 well as Head=

quarters, 4siF, Base Commander, Golonel S, ~, Gilkey, brought bick the
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informetion that the Faeter 'lun would be defended by Healgquurters,
«4F, through the iar Depsrizent, und the Chief of Enginesrs'! (ff{ice.
Coloael Uriggs left the land scquisition reguest end file in Heud-
quarters, «f al thet time, siace wetion cculd only be expected oi
that subject, afisr the Plan hud boen accepted,

vn A0 June 1347, & Master Flanning Bowrd Veeting wss held, Lhe
purpose of which was to decids ?;an recrestional fucilitigs, to be
obtained Irom non-sppropristed funds, are Cesired. Celectlions are o
be made from & list submitted fov cowsidersi’on by Yright FYisli, Peed=-

3r

qusrters, :ir ¥steriel Commant, It
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that Furoe army «ir T
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elc fewily Bousing would be coastructed by the

le Touwrneuu nethod, The contrecroris ordoinegl plun wes modified &t our
request. & goftbzall fiels, and ouldoor thealer are nol desired, ss
this money is urgently needed s edditional amowst t{o cover ihe cost of

*54,000 was wn insufficient amcunt for

& swimning pool, It mas feli

the construction of & swimming pocl. It wzs recommended that the 723,300

Ifor the softbell £icld and outdoor should be goendt in

i g o

the swimuing poel, in sdéition to the 755,000, naking & totsl of 578,300,

o gwisndng poo
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"ence pavilier, ard tennis
Un 4 June 1947, werk sterted on reconstructlion of the electrical
gyster ci o total cost of 154,791, Feplecerment vas offected of existing

temporary eliectrical feellities with & persupent looped undergrownd

systex, ineluding substetiorn cmpslle 7 meeling

nected with teuling of new type ¢

Lo Lo Zdebarth & Company, long boscn, Calilornis,



xzter supply

total cost of %112,360,00, The project erbodles recon=

struction of the existing water supply cyster to provide pernenent type
facilities sufficient in capascliy io necet ststion requirementsz for
comestic use, fire protection, smd for experimental testis The ool

tractar is Edwerd P, Siple, los ..ngelss, Colifornie,.

O 24 June 1947, the conlract wao wwerced on the
Flocket Static Tesl Site at & total cosl of (83,500 to Flpeline Construce
tion Company, Fiverside, Caiifornia.

n 19 June 1947, the contraclt wes wearded on comsiruction of one
hudred (100) temporary femily guarters, with necessery facilities, ine
ciuding weler cistribulion, sewsge st underground electricul distribue
tion, to the v . T . Rackovich Company, Los ingeles, Celifornis &t a cost
of 37509000 The cost of the electrical system was 2400,000 and Sehurr
and Findlay of Los sngeles are the conbractors. The contract for ine
stalling the sevage and waler system at 290,243 was wwarded to &lex
Fcbertson of Clesrwater, Californis,

On 27 June 1947 a contract waz ewarded on the installation of autow
matic, deluge~-type, sprinkler syster in tso hengers usel {or prepure=

cost af $263,600, The contract iy i5
On 30 June 1947, Colenel ¢

Kenneth Fraser, Pasudens, Culifornia,
e e Gilkey received & letter from Lt,

Cenersl K, ¥

» Twining, Commarding General, &}C, stating

as presented by this base in Vashington, wass sent to the

thet the

Har

Hester Flan

Tepartment with

no change whatsoever.

Furthermors, the (

Genersl sssured that 48C will put

emphasis on the development of Murce .iir Field,

Furoe 48 at lust going to get somewhere.

-w.
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It is Beginning to look like
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