











Gen Henry H. Arnold, Commanding General,

Army Air Forces






President Theodore Roosevelt took an early interest in military flying, backed the
purchase of the first Army plane. Above, in the Wright airplane, St. Louis, 1910.

In a crash on September 17, 1908, at Fort Myer, Va., Orville Wright barely escaped with
his life, while his passenger, Lt Thomas E. Selfridge, was fatally injured.
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“On December 17, 1903, Wilbur Wright rose into the air for the first time that man
had ever flown in a mechanically drivei, heavier-than-air machine. Four short flights were
made; the first was barely skips, but the last covered 850 feet in a time of 50 seconds.”
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San Diego, Calif., became the site of the Army’s first permanent aviation school. This is
what the hangar line looked like in 1914, as war was breaking out in Europe.

Frank Lahm, with one Wright Type B airplane, opened a flying school in the Philippines,
near Manila, in 1912,












Issoudun, main American training center in France. Instruction for observation and
pursuit pilots progressed through 10 fields.

Glenn Martin's Model T, early Army training airplane, comes in, dead stick, for a landing
at North Island flyirg field. From early 1913 Army flyers trained at North Island, San
Diego. Center was named Rockwell Field during World War |.



























Gen Douglas MacArthur, Superintendent,

United States Military Academy,
11 June 1919-30 June 1922





















Lt Gen Hubert R. Harmon, First Superintendent,

United States Air Force Academy
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Home of the Academic Board — “Headquarters, United States Miiitary Academy, West
Point, New York, —"' The Administration Building (Howitzer, 1944, . 17)
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Maj Gen Francis B. Wilby, Superintendent,
United States Military Academy,

19 January 1942-4 September 1945












“Flying high into the sky.”

STEWART FIELD

All set? Gimmemy B. T.!

Those of us who were air cadets thought we had worked hard during the preceding
summer and fall, but in advanced training we were to be rudely awakened to the
terrifying realization that we had not yet begun tc work. We were assigned to either single
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Man from Mars.
“ . the wild blue yonder.”

New form one.
What's that noise?

or twin engine squadrons, and we started working for perfection. New ships meant just
that much more for us to learn, and with AT 6's, 10’s we started out on the last lap of
our training. As we progressed in advanced training, we flew formation, practiced combat
maneuvers, and even ventured into dog-fights. Some of us carried our arms in slings, the
mark of inattentiveness and not just a little misfortune. We had a great deal of flying time
to put behind us and flew on weekends, often having our cherished leaves snatched from
us at the very last. Sleep became a thing of the past as we flew nights until dawn and
made extensive cross-country flights. Another important and final phase of our flight
training was the firing for record on the aerial aunnery range in which the problems of
aerial combat were brought home to us. (Howitzer, 1943, PP. 186, 187)



e
- Ny

He bailed out
over Connecticut

“0ff wego...”
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Advanced lasted from September to June. We split up into single-engine and
twin-engine groups flying AT6’s and AT10’s respectively on a schedule which brought us
to Stewart every other afternoon. Transition took most of September; but by October
the cross-countries to Allentown, Wilkes-Barre, Rome, and points distant began.
Instruments continued through the winter and spring, and the pea-shooters were given
combat flying. During May, P40’s were scheduled for the single-engine men, and the
twin-engine aspirants were introduced to B25's. Early in the month we once more moved
to Stewart. Only a few more weeks—then wings. (Howitzer, 1944, pp. 168, 169)
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Box car,
Model AT10

Five shots,
five cents
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Looking ‘em over between flights . . .

The class had been divided in April for the first time when over 200 of the air-minded left
for points southwest. Primary was a definite change from the “de rigueur” of West Point,
but the air cadets thrived on it. After two weeks, most of us had soloed and were working
on chandelles, eights on pylons, lazy eights, and other elementary maneuvers. The last
month brought acrobatics with even greater thrills. As June drew to a close, we wound up
the two months’ course with a feeling of real accomplishment.
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On July 3rd we assembled at Stewart Field for nine weeks’ Basic Training. From
transition we gradually progressed to instruments and formation. Ground School drilled
us in meteorology, navigation, code, et al., and the gym crew strengthened our muscles.
In the recreational line, afternoons at Beaver Dam Lake and weekend at Popolopen were
highlights. The course came to a close in August with cross-countries and the “wing-fling”
in the gym. (Howitzer, 1944, pp. 163-168)

Checkin’ out on cross country . . .

End of a day’s grind Briefing

































atrick M. Armstrong,

Aviation Cadets Benjamin R Hicks, Durant, Oklahoma, left, and P.
Jr., Luling, Texas, right, listen intently as Lt Maurice Rosener gives them last-minute
take-Hff on their first cross-country flight from Randolph Field Texas

advice before



Randolph Field, Texas — Flying Cadets have just reported to Randolph Field
ght commander. (USAF Photo)

Training
Texas and received last-minute instructions from fh
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Cadets with Flight Instructors at Stewart Field, 25 August 1942



Dedication of Stewart Field, 25 August 1942
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Cadets with Flight Instructors at Stewart Field, 25 August 1942
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Cadet at Cockpit of Plane at Stewart Field, 2 November 1942

Training — Flying Cadet Receiving Primary Flying Instructions, Randolph Field, Texas
(USAF Photo)
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BT—13 Training Plane at Stewart Field, 2 November 1942
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Cadets with Parachutes on Concrete Apron, 19 November 1942



Under Secretary of War Robert P. Patterson and Superintendent Wilby at Stewart Field,
6 September 1942
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Main Entrance to Stewart Field, 19 October 1942



Main Entrance to Stewart Field, 19 October 1942
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