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The historical perspective of EW is illustrated in Figure 2 and is but a smali speck in the
art of warfare. The EW field was formally catalogued a mere 6 years before the Navy's
Bicentennial Birthday in 1975! Of course, electronics, itself, wasn’t even recognized as a
unique technology until long after the founding of the former Institute of Radio Engineers
(IRE) in 1884 which is 109 years after the Navy's Birthday. EW is a newcomer and didn’t

evolve until around 1940.
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Now consider the art of warfare itself, which is far more than 2,000 years old with
hundreds of years elapsed from the invention of gunpowder by the Chinese until its use in
firearms by Europeans in the 14th Century, followed by the climactic burst of a nuclear
weapon in 1944. In perspective, EW functions and technoiogies are certainly not as yet of

age even in 1975.
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