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INTRODUCTION

This report provides foiscasts of Inatri ~’v~t Flight

Rule (115) aircraft hand led by Federal Aviation

AdsUnistzation (FAA) air rout. traffic control center.

( *51CC) . See Figur e 1. I t  serves as a bas. for t.bs

FAA planning and budget process in d t.rmia ing future

r.quirsmsnts for facilities, equip—ant , and manpower .

Forecasts of IF S aircraft d.par tur.s and oven by air

car ni.r , genera l aviation , and military categories ar.

presented for fiscal year 1976, through 1988 for ARTCC’s

in .ach of th. eleven FAA regions. Although air taxi

operations at cente rs began to be counted sp.arat.ly

on July 1, 1971, they are included in this r.port as a

sepa rat . category for the first Us.. Prior to

July 1, 1971, such of th. air taxi count was includ.d

in the air carrier statistics. Thu change account. for

a d.clini in national air carrier activity in fiscal

year 1972 which is rsflect.d in th. data for many

individual centers.

Th. national forecast of IFS aircraft handled , as reported

in Aviation Forecasts, Fiscal Years 1977—1988, calls for

a mod.~st growth in air carrier activity , a substantial

increas, in general aviation and air taxi IFR flying,
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FIGURE 2
IFR AIRCRAFT HANDLED BY

FAA AIR ROUTE TRAFFIC CONTROL CENTERS

MILLIONS

~~35

_ _ _  

~~30

MILLIONS —~~~~~
“ 

G~ NERAL AVIATION _..~~~‘< 25

20 20

F ~ . 
•

1 ~~ •

15 ~
‘
~~
‘ 

. — 15
,,. AIR C A R R I E R

• 

. 

10

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ~~ MILITARY~~ 
— _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

0 I I I I I I I I

73 74 75 76 • 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88

FISCAL YEARS (‘indicates transitional quarter )

4

_ _ _ _ _ _  —.-~~ —~~~~~ -— ~-- -.-—- -.- - .— - -~~~~ 



and stabilized ].v.l of military activity. g.e Figure 2.

Th, forecasts for the individual centers were derived by

first analyzing the past relationship of each data sen se

to the respective national totals. Based on this analysis,

estimates ware made of the future percentage each series

will be of th. national forecast. 11w resulting activity

levels were next compared with each center’s historical

• trend . Adjusts.nts, as necessary , were made for consistency

with these trends after taking into account inputs f rom

FAA regional offices, announced plans of DOD (e.g., base

closings and transfers) and known alterations in center

boundaries. Major examples of the latter include the

transfer of a portion of Iowa and Nebraska from the

Chicago ARTCC to the Minneapolis ARTCC in November 1971,

and the phase out of the Great Falls *51CC in 1976.

The impact on center activity of expanded positive control

of airspace , a greater number of airports with terminal

control areas, and expanded radar service by FAA towers

will continue to be monitored in order to give them proper

weight in the forecast. To date, their impact appear. to

have been minimal.
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An index to FM regions and air ront. traf f ic control

centers is included on the following pegs Is order to

facilitate the us of this report. AJ thougb nsgiomal

and center boundaries do not coincids • ton purpcass of

this report the total for a region includes ill aircraft

handled by centers headquartered within that region.

This Report is one of a series of specialized sviat ~ on

forecast studies issued annually by the FAA Aviation

Forecast Branch , Off toe of Aviation Policy. The series

includes ‘Avia tion Forecasts l677-16$S. ‘Washing ton

National and Dulle. International Airport ?or.cs.t.

1977—1988,’ ‘Military Air Traffic Forecast 1677—1688,

‘Terminal Ar.a Forecast 1977-1981,’ and .ZP* Aircraft

Handled Forecast by Air Route Traffic Control Center.

1977—1988.’ Copies of these report.. are available from

the National Technical Information Service, 5285 Port

Royal Road, Springfield, Virginia 22151. Information

on the sales price may be obtained from t h .

Further information on specific projections and their
underlying assusptions are available from the Aviation

Forecast Branch (AVP—120) , Federal Aviation ?dsinistration,
Washington, D.C. 20591, phone area code 202-426—3103.

DISTRIBUTION S 15—1, R-l, RPL-2, V4S—411, ZVP—3$2
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INDEX TO FAA REGIONS AND
AIR ROUTE TRAFFiC CONTROL CENTERS
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