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This report presents the results of an operational test and evaluation of
a Loran-C navigation system. The tests were performed in a Coast Guard HH-52A
helicopter from 21 September to 19 October 1976. The flight test profiles , pro-
cedures and test objectives were developed to determine the applicability of
the prototype Loran-C navigator to Coast Guard operations as well as to assess
the functional and accuracy performance of the Loran-C navigator operating as
an a rea nav igation system i n the Nat ional A irspace System .

The operational testing reported in this document includes search and
rescue missions as well as surveillance and enforcement missions . The former
consisted of evaluating the Loran-C navigator during creeping line , sector, and
expandi ng square search patterns . The lat ter invo lved performi ng low alt itude
hovers over fixed and movable objects and documenting Loran-C accuracy and
repeatability . This latter data Is al so directly applicable to the operations of
the off-shore oil industry.

The functiona l and a acy data testing performed is directly applicable
to operations of Loran-C equ aircraft in the Nationa l Airspace System(NAS).
Enrou te , termina l and approa h a was taken near the Cape May , New Jersey region
of the United States. Terminal re routes tested were cho~en from the proposed areanavigation routes developed for New York—Kennedy for the 1977 to 1982 time period .
The NAS testing was performed at the National Aviation Facilities Experimental4 Cen ter (NAFE C ) in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

The conclus ions reached were: the navigator performed accurate , repeatable
and operationally meaningful search and rescue missions with superior performance
compar& to current navigation techniques ; the compatability of a Loran-C navigation
system with both present and future planned area navigation routes and procedures
was demonstrated ; the accuracy was demonst-~ted to be within AC 90-45 limi ts, and
performance was satisfactory in off-shore opt~atlons . ,7 j~) .—/ 
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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The analysis of the performance of the Loran-C navigator system for both
Coast Guard missions and as an area navigation system operating in the National
Ai rspace System (NAS) is suninarized in this section . In order to develop the
proper perspective and to understand the Impact of this brief suninary of results
this section includes a statement of program objectives and an explanation of
the method of approach used to test the Loran-C navigator system.

1 .1 GENERAL PROGRA M OBJECTIVE S

The operational evaluation of the airborne Loran-C navigator system was
designed to satisfy several general , or overall , objectives. These can be
suninari zed as follows :

1) To obtain operational data on realistic Coast Guard Search
and Rescue (SAR) mission s which can be used to determine the
capabilities of the Loran-C system in relation to operational
requi rements and constraints.

2) To acquire accuracy data using the Loran-C novigator system
which documents the absolute accuracy and the statistical
error probability for use in Coast Guard surveillance and
enforcement mi ss ions.

3) To evaluate the suitability of the Loran-C navigation system
In the current VOR/DME NAS environment as well as the compat-
ibility of Loran-C wi th the existing and planned NAS area
navigation constraints.

4) To demonstrate the applicability of Loran-C navigation for
use where VOR/DME coverage is inadequate , such as in off-
shore hel icopter operations.

1 .2 MET HOD OF APPROAC H

The basic test program consisted of two major categories of dedicated
flight testing. These were defined as Operational Testing and NAS Testing.
The operationa-l category Included all of the vari ous Coast Guard missions
previously mentioned in Section 1.1 , specifically, three SAR patterns
(creeping line , expanding square and sector search), and three different
surveillance and enforcement helicopter hover missions (over three buoys
moored at 16, 52 and 90 foot depths , a lighthouse located approximately
in the center ol Delaware Bay, and a fixed landmark). These data validated
the feasibility of veri fying buoy position using a Loran-C equipped helicopter
as well as the previous objectives for surveillance and off-shore helicopter
operations. The NAS testing included enroute legs of 24 and 37 nm , terminal
area testing on Standard Instrument Departure (SID) and Standard Terminal
Arri val Route (STAR) segments, and non-precision approach testing. The
tenninal area test routes used were deri ved from those developed for New York-
Kennedy as descri bed in Reference 1. The final approach testing was performed
using the Loran-C navigator to perform a standard non-precision instrument
approach to Runway 4 at the FM Nationa l Aviation Facilities Experimenta l Center.
The Loran-C lateral and longi tudinal navigation information for cross track error
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and distance-to-go to the Missed Approach Point was recorded to obtain approach
accuracy information . During the NAS testing the Loran-C navigator was operated
in the latitude/longitude input mode according to the pilot ’s handbook supplied
by the manufacturer. No special initialization or system calibration procedures
were utilized during enroute or terminal area navigation . The purpose of this
constraint was to simulate in the most realistic fashion the manner in which
Loran-C is expected to be used in the real world NAS operational environment.
However, in addition to the approach accuracy data which was taken using charted ,
non-updated pre-flight waypoint lat/long data (6 approaches), data was also
taken on approaches using charted waypoint lat/long data updated at the gate
prior to take-off (6 approaches ) and using time difference waypoint input data
(6 approaches). This was done to demonstrate all levels of non-precision
approach accuracy available using the Loran—C navigator system.

Figure 1.1 suninarizes the overall Loran—C flight test matrix. The variables
of primary importance in this matrix are the number of fl i ghts , the flight hours
and the type of testing. In addition to the forty hours of fl ight testing each
flight crew received a minimum of one familiarization flight. The approximate
duration of this initial Loran-C flight training was one hour per crew. Six
pilots were selected for this experiment and grouped into 3 test crews. Each
subject pilot performed a final SAR scenario flight to demonstrate proficiency
in procedures for utilizing the Loran-C equipment for sector, expanding square
and creeping line searches prior to the fi rst NAS test flight. This precaution
provided additional exposure to the Loran-C navigator system prior to the impo-
sition of a higher workload during the terminal and approach phases of NAS testing.
The orientation and familiarization flights were also used for shakedown and
debugging of the airborne data acquisition system, post flight data validation
tectrnique, tracking radar coordination , time correlation , and lock-on procedures.

As can be seen i n Figure 1 . 1 , the total experimental program duration con-
sists of 16 data gathering flights which required approximately 40 flying hours .
The three basic SAR patterns were flown a total of fourteen times — five creeping
lines , four sector searches and five expanding squares . As noted on Figure 1.1 ,
these Loran-C SAR patterns were compared not only to the desired or specified
search profile , but also to two SAR profiles performed using conventional VOR/DME
navigation for comparison during the Loran-C evaluation .

The subject pilots (six total) each executed five separate surveillance
hove rs over surveyed , pre-specified fixes. These data were used to determine
and document Loran-C position fixing accuracies over fixed and movable targets.

NAS testing consisted of twel ve enroute segments , twenty-four terminal
area segments and eighteen approaches. These sample sizes were chosen to insure
adequate statistical data reliability as described in Reference 2. The data
was reduced into total system error, flight technical error and airborne equip-
ment error statistics for each route segment. These statistics were then
contined across flights to develop suninary data for enroute , terminal and approach
Loran-C accuracy demonstration.

Table 1.1 shows the subdivision of flight sequence by subject pilot and
flight type. This table provides cross validation of the total number of flights
and flight hours by documenting the flig hts per pilot.

A more detailed description of flight profiles , pattern definition , and test
scenar ios for the SAR , Surveillance and NAS testing is presented in Sections
4.2, 4.3 and 4.4.

1-2
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Table 1.1 Loran—C Flight Test Program Suninary

FLIGHT DAT E SUBJECT PILOTS NUMBER OF FLIGHTS NUMBER OF HOURS
NUMBER FLOWN A B C 0 E F FAM SAR NAS SURV FAM SAR NAS SURV

1 9/21/76 P C 1 2.6
2 9/22/76 P C 1 2.4
3 9/23/76 P C 1 2.0
4 9/24/76 C P 1 2.5
5 9/24/76 C P 1 2.3
6 9/27/76 C P 1 2.2
7 9/ 28/76 P C 1 2.0
8 9/29/76 C P 1 2.2
9 10/ 6/76 P C 1 2.8

10 10/ 7/76 P C 1 2.0
11 10/ 12/76 C p 1 2.4
12 10/12/76 P C 1 3.1
13 10/13/76 P C 1 1.7
14 10/13/76 P C 1 3.0
15 10/14/76 C P 1 3.0
16 10/ 14/76 X X 1 2.6
17 10/15/76 P C 1 3.0
18* 10/15/76 C P 1

(abort) 1.2
19 10/18/76 C p 1 2.8
20 10/18/76 C P 1 2.7
21 10/19/76 X X 1 

________ 

3.2
Subtotal s 5 7 7 2 ff ~ ~~ 9 2~L8 ~~8
TOTALS 21 51.7
/NOTE/ P = Desi gnated pilot for this flight.

C = Designated co-pilot for this flight.
X = Subject pilots on this flight shared pilot/copilot duties

by switching control at the pre-designated point in-flight.
*Survejllance flight was aborted shortly after take—uff
due to an actual SAR mission . -
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1.3 RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

This section presents a generalized summary or overview of the primary
results and conclusions which may be found in Sections 6.0 and 7.0 respectively.
A detailed analysis and expanded discussion of each of these major results is
presented in Section 5.0. The intent here is to provide answers to the basic
quantitative and qualitative operationa l evaluation objectives which have
been derived as a result of the comprehensive test program described in the
method of approach. Each major conclusion is followed by a typica l graphical
presentation which substantiates the statement made by using representative
results from the flight test program. For a detailed analysis and presentation
of all the tested SAR missions and NAS routes see Section 5.0.

1. SEARCH AND RESCUE

• The Loran-C navigator system performed accurate , repeatable
and operationally meaningful search and rescue missions
including creeping line , sector and expanding square search
patterns.

• The probability of detection (POD ) using Loran-C on a
creeping line search was calculated as 77.33% for the first
searc h compared to a desired value of 78.00 (from Reference 7).

LORAN-C CREEPING LINE DATA

MN TN

00

w/P S

• Scale

I- I
O 2
Nautical Miles
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• The Lora n—C navigator ~ys teni demons t r i  t - d  u r o r pe r t  or~~~ n;e
on a ll search and rescue pa tterns compared t o  ( ur 14 n t i in t l
VOR /DME navigat ion techniques.

• The POD using convention a l VOR /DME was I d icu lat e d  as e~ . 4
on the f i rs t  pass.

CONVENTIONAL VOR/ DME
CREEPING LINE DATA

(2 Flights)

7 

MN TN

Sca le

I—I ’ -  

I I
.......

• ~
. 

- Naut ica l Miles

~~~~~~~~ L~~~~LCSP

• The conventional flights i r,dicate that 1.5 searches would
be required to achieve 78.OO~’ POD while the Loran-C flights
show 1.04 searches are required . Therefore , the Loran-C
system provides a 31 ; reduction in the number of searches
required to achieve 78.00 POD (See Table 5.4 Section 5.2.1).

2. SURVEILLANC E AND ENFORCEMENT

• The Loran-C navigator system demonstrated a mean position
error of less than 900 feet and a circular error proability
of less than 400 feet for all surveillance targets tested .-

• For a single charted buoy or oil rig location , the
demonstra ted mean Loran-C position error was 896 feet with
a circular error probability of (114.3 • 3 ;) feet.
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LORAN-C SURVEILLANCE ACCURACY

-800 -400 Longitude
~~ Axis (Feet)

All Moored Buoys Target
F = 896.0 feet Actual Position
CEP = 295.9 feet + 3%

- Mean
Position Error - -400(F)

NOTE : Moored plus
Fixed Targets showed CEP
F = 734.8 feet
CEP = 377.0 feet ± 3%

-800

Mean
Indicated Position - -1200

Latitude Ax Is (Feet )

• Loran-C demonstrated the capability of providing accurate
an d repeatabl e nav igation in an offshore environment .

• 3. NAS/AC 90-45A COMPATIBILITY TESTING

• The compatibility of a Loran-C navigation system with both
present and planned area navigation routes and procedures
was adequately demonstrated for enroute, termina l and fina l
approac h operations. These tests were performed without any
special system update or initialization procedures. Loran—C
meets all present requirements and provides adequate
capability for anticipated future requirements .

• Table 1 .2 summarizes the Loran-C demonstrated accuracy
requirements compared to the compliance requirements of
AC 90-45A .

Table 1.2 Loran-C Total System Cross Track Accuracy
Compared to AC 9O-45A Requirements

Flight Measured Calculated ±2o AC 9O-45A
Phase Bias ±2o Using AC 90-45A FTE ±2~ Limi t(nm) • (nm ) (nm)

Bias ±2a ±2o 
— 

±2a
Enroute 0.10 ±0.56 ±2.08 ±2.50

Termina l 0.03 ±0.51 ±1 .11 +1.50

Approach _O.38* ±0.10 ±0.50 ±0.60

* Worst case see section 5.1.4 for discussion
1-7



ENROIJTE TERMINAL
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• The Loran-C navigator system demonstrated accurate (.06 nm mean
and 0.12 nm two sigma ) performance in flying non-precision
approaches using measured time/difference waypoint coordinates .

FINAL APPROACH

‘c 9o—~s~ t.~~ll. 0 0,6 .- ~
4-All lod~ C,...*,.ck (A.h~ I)

NA FEC
U.

MAP -

Approach Data Using Two Other
Waypoint Input Modes Is Shown

INDIA 
On Figure. 5.4

~~~~~~ (O~~~~).
II Wa .4-Mo. did

I I flM MAIn.

IJ ~~~~~~~
-

II

1401EI.
M ....d Wappoi.l,
in ti~~ diIf..unc~(5 Ap~.o.ch.s H-l.MAP)

11~1,1.

0 2 4

C. 
N.MIn.I MU..

• The accuracy of the Loran-C navigatio n system in the current
Nationa l Airspace System VOR/DME environment was demonstrated
to be within AC 90—45A l imits .

4. OFF-SHORE OIL RIG OPERATIONS

• The Loran-C naviga tor system performed satisfactorily in off-shore
surveillance and search and rescue missions where VOR/OME coverage
is Inadequate . This performance should be of special Interest to
off-shore helicopter operators.
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2.0 INTRODUCTION

The imp l ementation of Loran-C as the prima ry navigation system suitable
for United States Coast Guard airborne operations requires that several
functional , operational and accuracy questions be resolved. In order to
organize these questions in a logical sequence and to minimi ze the effort
required to document the performance of the Loran-C navigator , a methodical
and comprehensive flight test program was developed. This document describes
the detailed results of the airborne Loran-C navigator system operational
test and evaluation .

2.1 BACKGROUND INFORMAT I ON

The flight test program was performed between September 21 and October 19,
1976. The testing included operational Coast Guard missions as well as compat-
ibility testing in the National Ai rspace System (NAS) environment. Off-shore
testing, enroute, terminal area and non-precision approach testing was performed
in the northeast section of the United St•ates.

The Coast Guard operational testing consisted of Search and Rescue (SAR)
and Surveillance and Enforcement missions. The SAR missions included creeping
line , expanding square , and sector search patterns. These patterns were per-
formed under simulated search conditions by three crews (six pilots). Each
pattern was flown several times to document repeatability and accuracy. The
surveillance and enforcement missions were flown both off-shore over the
Atlantic Ocean and wi thin the confines of Delaware Bay. These data were used to
document the performance of the airborne Loran-C navigator system during typical
Coast Guard mission applications . Successive SAR flight profiles were overlayed
to demonstrate suitability and repeatability of the patterns as well as accept-
ability of the area covered during each search. In addition , the surveillance
data were aggregated to obtain worst case mean position errors and circular
position error probability predictions.

The NAS testing consisted of enroute , transition , terminal maneuvering
and non-precision approach data . The enroute data were recorded while departing
and returning to the Cape May Air Station . Terminal area and non-precision
approach data were obtained in the terminal airspace of the National Aviation
Facilities Experimental Center (NAFEC) at Atlantic City , New Jersey. Both pre-
programed (“ as filed”) and impromptu routing were evaluated for operational
compatibility and acceptability in the NAS environment. A data base was re-
corded during these experiments which should be acceptable for demonstration
of compliance with the area navigation accuracy requirements of FAA Advisory
Circular 90-45A, “A pproval of Area Navigation Systems for Use in the U.S.
Nationa l Airspace System”. This data base, properly coordinated , could be
submitted in fulfillment for certification of the Loran-C navigator system
for area navigation operations. This data base was col lected with the Loran-C
navigation system operating in the latitude/longitude mode and wi thout any
extraord inary system initialization or updating (“tweaking ”) on a day-to-day
basis. This was a necessary precaution to Insure the maximu m applicability to
expected or normal Loran-C operations in the NAS.

The Loran-C navigator system evaluation was performed using a dedicated
Coast Guard HH—52A helicopter. Both ground based radar tracking data and air-
borne Loran-C data were automatically recorded as a part of this test program .
The ground referenced data were obtained using the NAFEC “Extended Area
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Instrumentation Radar ” (EAIR). EAIR is a precision , C-band tracking radar
which provides the slant range , azimuth angle and elevation angle of an air-
craft (1 square meter) within a range of 100 nautical miles when operating
in the skin tracking mode, with a maximum distance of 190 nautical miles when
operated in the beacon tracking mode . (All of the Loran-C test flights reported
herein were tracked in beacon tracking mode). The slant range obtained by
the EAIR facility is accurate within 20 yards and the azimuth angle and eleva-
tion angle are accurate within 0.011 degrees. For example , at 50 miles the
accuracy would be 20 yards in range and 20 yards in azimuth and elevation .
The antenna can be di rected as low as minus one and one-half degrees in elevation .

Fl ight crews were selected and trained in the utilization of the Loran-C
equipment prior to initiation of test data collection . However, i t should
be noted that the flight crew members used had no prior familiari ty wi th the
Loran-C system and no special digital computer interface experience or training.
That is , no formal long term flight crew training program was used or considered
necessary . Classroom orientation and instruction (one day) with a limi ted
amount of “hands-on ” time was the extent of pre-test training. In addition
to the pre-test training and Loran-C familiarization , each test crew received
a detailed pre-flight briefing. Once airborne , however , no further instructions
or assistance were provided regarding Loran-C operation or mission performance
unless the safety of flight was degraded as determined by the copilot . An on-
board flight test engineer/observer was provided to document crew work load and
performance as well as to monitor the airborne data acquisi tion system. When
the subject pilot made a procedural error such as turning the wrong direction
(horizontal steering error) or misinterpreting navigation information (disorien-
tation), the observer documented the error. The flight continued to progress
until the pilot or copilot recognized the error and corrected it or until a
blunder occurred. (A blunder is defined as a procedural error wh ich has gone
unnoticed and resulted -in the aircraft exceeding the normal airspace limits).
The observer refrained from correcting the blunder error until in his judgement
this course of action would result in signifi cant loss of meaningful test data
for this flight. (For example , blunders will not normally result in loss of
accuracy data for more than one segment of a given route).

2.2 PURPOSE OF THE TESTS

Simply stated , the purposes of this operational test and evaluation encom-
passed three major areas. Fi rst demonstration of the degree of acceptability of
the Loran-C navigator system for USCG operational missions. Second , compati-
bility in both the current VOR/DME NAS environment and the planned area naviga-
tion environment of, the 1980’s was to be assessed. Finally, the accuracy and
repeatability of the Loran-C navigator for bff-shore navigation was to be
determined. Each of these major objectives is expanded and discussed in depth
in Section 3.0.

2.3 ORGANIZAT ION OF THE REPORT

The results of the Loran-C fl i ght test program are presented in the re-
mainde r of this report. Section 4.0 provides a detailed equipment suninary, a
flight test description , a review of test profile designs , data acquisition
procedures and data reduction techniques. Section 5.0 presents and documents
the specific results obtained in five major areas:
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1. NAS/AC 90-45A Accuracy Analysis

2. SAR Operational Analysis

3. Surveillance /Oi l Rig Analysis

4. Blunder/Workload Analysis

5. Operational Evaluation of the Prototype Loran-C Navigator

Section 6.0 extracts the primary results developed in each of these five
major areas and suninarizes the quantitative data. Section 7.0 presents the
major qualitative conclusions as they relate to the stated program objectives
from Section 3.0. 

~~~~~ ~~~~~~C 
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3.0 DETAILED TECHNICAL OBJECTIVES

The operationa l evaluation of the airborne Loran-C naviga tor system
was designed to satisfy severa l general , or overall , objectives. These can
be summarized as follows :

1) To obtain operational data on realistic Coast Guard Search
and Rescue missions which can be used to determi ne the cap-
abilities of the Loran-C system in relation to operational
requirements and constraints .

2) To acquire accuracy data using the Loran-C navigator system
which documents the absolute accuracy and the statistical
error probability for use in Coast Guard surveillance and
enforcement missions.

3) To evaluate the suitability of the Loran—C navigation
system in the current VOR/DME NAS environment as well as
the compatibility of Loran-C wi th the existing and planned
NAS area navigation constraints .

4) To demonstrate the applicability of Loran-C navigation for
use where VOR/DME coverage is inadequate , such as in off-shore
helicopter operations.

In the process of developing a test plan suitable to achieve these desired
overall objectives it was necessary to determine more specifically the Coast
Guard goals , functional requirements, operational requirements and accuracy
requirements . This determination evolved into a more detailed examination of
the four major program objectives. For the operationa l suitability evaluation
for both SAR and surveillance (objectives 1 and 2), it was decided that the
suitability of the Loran-C system for use on the HH-52A helicopter was the
primary specific objective . Sui tability of the Loran-C system on other
helicopters and subsequently on other aircraft can also be addressed from the
data taken , but these issues are considered to be subordinate to the prima ry
HH-52A operationa l suitability question. A fourth specific objective in the
Coast Guard operationa l testing was to defi ne a detailed list of functional
and operational capabilities required of the Loran-C navigator by the Coast
Guard . This list will be developed as a result of the data analysis and
flight test observer logs acquired during the SAR and surveillance testing.
Areas requiring upgrading will be isolated through designation of deficiencies
noted in the prototype Loran-C system. Finally, the overall applicability of
Loran-C for Coast Guard operations will be assessed as the fifth specific
objective.

In the NAS testing, similar detailed test objectives also evolve . The
primary question to be addressed is whether the Loran-C navigator can satisfy
functiona l and accuracy requirements for NAS operations in the current air
traffic contro l (ATC ) env i ronments for enroute, terminal and non-precision
approach operations. The second specific NAS objective inherent in overall
objective number (3) Is “Can Loran-C meet the existing requirements for 2D
RNAV systems not using VOR/DME for continuous navigation information?” . These
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requirements are currently specified in AC 90-45A and this evaluation will
specifically address that document by developing a system level comparison
to the stated requirements . The test data collected , test procedures , and
data analysis are suitable for presentation to the FAA to determine the
degree of compliance.

A f ina l set of specific objectives resul ts from analysis of genera l
objective number (4). In orcloR. to acquire usefu l data applicable to the
off-shore oil industry three te~t elements were defined . First , the
problems of the i ndustry must be analyzed . Prelimi nary review with heli-
copter operators has determined that finding and returning to an oil rig
platform or an established drilling site is currently a problem due to
inadequate VOR/DME coverage off-shore . In addition , a more accurate
navigation system than currently provided by VOR/DME is required to
safely locate the landing site during instrument flight conditions . This
is due to the fact that VOR/DME navi gation is limited by range and line
of si ght considerations. This translates into a Loran—C requirement for
precise and reliable position information suitable for this application.
Secondly, the requirements for statistical reliability of the accuracy
data established the fact that a significant amount of overlap existed
between surveillance and oil rig testing requirements . This produced a
specific effort to integrate the test data acquisition as much as possible.
Finally, the third test requirement which developed was the necessity to
perform a minimum number of fl i ghts directly appl icable to near shore oil
industry operations. This was necessary to isolate any impact of Loran-C
signal propagation discrepancies in the proximi ty of the coast line , where
overland signal propagation characteristics might differ from overwater
signal characteristics.
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4.0 DESCRIPT ION OF THE TESTS

Twenty-one fl i ghts were flown in the USCG Loran-C flight test program at
Cape May, New Jersey during the testing period from 21 September 1976 to 19
October 1976. Of these twenty-one flights , five were shakedown , pilot orien-
tation and Loran-C training; one ~~~~ an aborte d test fl i gh t as the result  of
an actual SAR mission ; fifteen wer l tor data collection purposes. Of these
fi fteen data flights , seven were fe n erationa l SAR missions inc l uding two
fl ights in which conventional VOP~ nav igation techniques were used wi thout
the aid of the Loran-C navigator , in addition seven data flights were for a
NAS compati bility eva l uation and one flight was for surveillance test purposes.
The total number of hours flown in the Loran-C test program was 51.7 hours .
Table 4.1 presents a suninary of the Loran-C fl i ght test program including
distribution of hours , test description and test sequence for the various
tests fl own by each of the subject pilots.

All SAR and surveillance flights were fl own by updating the Loran-C
navigator at the Cape May helipad prior to each flight (Section 4.1.2 describes
the position update feature). All NAS flights were flown by simply inputting
charted waypoint data using latitude and longitude without the hel i pad update .
However, a special NAS flight was flown near the end of the test program
(Flight No. 21) to obtain specific non-precision approach data in the updated
latitude /longitude mode.

4.1 EQUIPMENT SUMMARY

The TDL-424 Loran Navi gator tested was a prototype , miniaturize d computer-
control led ai-rcraft Loran navigation system (S/N 002) performing acquisition
and track of Loran-C and D transmission and providing comprehensive navigational
data as follows :

• Present position in lat/long or time differences

• Great circle range from present position to the selected “To”
waypoint

• Bearing to the selected “To” waypoint

• Nine waypoint storage capability

• Desired track using two waypoints

• Ac tual track angle

• Desired track angle

• Track angle error

• Ground speed

• Cross track distance error
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Table 4.1 Loran-C Flight Test Program Sumary

FLIGHT DATE SUBJECT PILOTS NUMBER OF FLIGHTS NUMBER OF HOURS
NUMBER FLOWN JB C D E F FAM SAR NAS SURV FAN SAR NAS SURV

9/21/76 P C 1 2.6
2 9/22/76 P C 1 2 .4
3 9/23/76 P C 1 2.0
4 9/24/76 C P 1 2.5
5 9/24/76 C P 1 2.3
6 9/27/76 C P 1 2.2
7 9/28/76 P C 1 2.0
8 9/29/76 C p 1 2.2
9 10/ 6/76 P C 1 . 2.8
10 10/ 7/76 P C 1 2.0
11 10/12/76 C P 1 2.4
12 10/12 /76 P C 1 3.1
13 10/13/76 P C 1 1.7
14 10/13/76 P C 1 3.0
15 10/14/76 C P 1 3.0
16 10/14/76 X X 1 2.6
17 10/15/76 P C 1 3.0
18* 10/15/76 C p

(abort) 1.2
19 10/18/76 C P 1 2.8
20 10/18/76 C P 1 2.7
21 10/19/76 X X 1 

________ 

3.2
Subtotal s 5 T T 2 12T~ i4~~ �~~ 3.8
TOTALS 21 51.7

/NOTE/ P = Designated pilot for this flight.
C = Designated co-pilot for this flight.
X = Sub~~ct pilots on this flight shared pilot/copilot duties

by switching control at the pre-designated point in-flight.
*Surveillance flight was aborted shortly after take-off
due to an actual SAR mission .
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• Steering outputs available for Loran deviation
indicator , course deviat ion indicator , and autopi lot

• Time-to-go to selected waypoint

Addit ional features include:

• Position updating

• Data link

• Au tomatic Loran secondary s ta t ion selection , waypoint and leg change

• Magnetic var iat ion entry

The TDL -424 Loran navigator provided complete navigation capabi l i ty  f rom
both funct ional and accurac y v i ewpoints . However , the prototype nature of
this unit was not intended to represent the final pre-production design.
Ra ther , an incportant part of the evaluation was to obtain flight crew,
observer and USCG feedback regarding design modifications affecting crew
workload , funct i onal acce pta b il i ty and au tomation of var ious  proce dures .

All operator controls and indicators are located on the TDL-424 front
panel shown in Figure 4.1. Detailed explanations of switch , ind icator , and
display functions are conta i ned in Reference 6. Use of these functions in
actual operating procedures is described in Sections IV , V an d VI of the
reference.

4.1.2 The TDL-424 Navigator System

The TDL-424 is comprised of a Loran receiver , a hi gh-speed digital
computer and a unique program intelligence that makes the machine a navigation
system. How time difference mapping is converted into lat/long mapping is
shown in  F i gure 4.2 which is a simplified functiona l diagram of the software
being used .

Received Loran signals are processed under software control to produce
the two basic t ime differences , IDA and 1DB. These represent present position
time differences. The coordinate converter position of the program performs
calculations required to convert these into lat/longs . The coordina te con-
verter performs the same function for waypoint TDs input from the panel .

The lat/longs can be corrected for propagation anomalies by position
updating and displayed as required . This procedure is normally used during
system initialization by entering a known value of aircraft lat/long position ,
for example , the ramp location or the end of the runway . The position update
procedure is accomplished by entering the known position in either lat/long
or t ime  difference coordina tes as follows :
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Figure 4.1 TDL-424 Front Panel Display
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• Depress DISP HOLD the instant the a i rcraf t  is direct ly on
top of the known f i x .  This freezes the display , al lowing
time to enter the known coordinates when time permi ts .

• Selec t I/L or ID to correspond with the type of f ix , and
set the DISPLAY swi tc h to POSITION.

• Depress CLR and POS keys to cue the computer that ~ p a n e l
position entry wi l l  fol low .

• En ter the known coordinate s into the keyboard .

• Depress INSERT .

• After depressing INSERT , the computer figures the differences
where i t  t hi n ks the a i rc ra ft is an d where the i n pu t in di ca tes
the a i rcraf t is , and app l i es  th i s as correction del tas to a l l
subsequent calculations. Shortly after depressing INSERT ,
the displays jump to the corrected coordinates. These
correc tions are c o n t i n u a l l y applied from that point on until
the operator zeros them out.

Other navi gation data is obtained by specific software routines , con-
vert ing the continuing stream of lat/long information into data the operator
may selec t for display . All computat ions involving position and steering
data are made in the lat/long geodetic system . Conversion to and from
both lat/long and time differences is necessary for display and input purposes.

Time difference to lat/long conversion for waypoints is done by an
iterative procedure that stops when the ID errors are both less than 10 nano-
seconds. The waypoint TDs entered into the system via the front panel are
erased from memory as soon as the latitude . and longitude are computed . The
TDs will be reconstructed from the latitude and long i tude whenever the operator
requests the IDs of the waypoint. As a result , the dis p layed TDs may di f fer
from the origin u lly inser ted lOs by as much as 10 nanoseconds each.

Range and bearing , cross track error , desired track ang le , and time-to-go
are computed four times per second . Outpu t to the steering indicators is
once per secon d ; track and ground speed are also once per second . The range
calcul ations swi tch from grea t circle to flat earth at ranges smaller tha n
about 10 nautical miles.

The followin g definitions describe the terms referenced in Figure 4.2 and
illustrated in Figure 4.3:

VAR - Magne tic va r i a t ion . An g le between true north an d
magnetic north. This value changes as a function of
aircra ft position , and is manually updated during
fli ght. (Note: When zero magnetic variation is in
the system (N indicator lighted), bearin g an d track
an gles become referenced to true north.)
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TIME - Estimated time to go to selected TO waypoint.

/Note/ Three displayed functions - track angle , track

an g le error , and time-to-go to selected TO - -5.
’

waypoint - are functions of velocity that become

unstable when the velocity is small. Below 32 knots

the display of these functions is inhibited.

Navi gat i n g beyond the la t i tude  range of 80°S to

80°N can cause numerical overflows in the naviga-

tion computations due to meridian convergence .

MAGN ET IC
NORTH V AR

TRUE
NORT H

1K 

T

OSR T K

BR (1

XTK
FROM

0
PRESENT
POSITION

Figure 4.3 The TDL-424 Navigation Coordinate System
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DIST - Distance. Great circle range from present position to
TO waypoint.

BRG - Bearing. An gle between true north and a line from
present position to TO waypoint.

TK - Track Angle. Angle between true (or magnetic) north and
actual  groun d track .

GS - Average Ground Speed . Rate of aircraft travel , computed
by differentiating lat/long positions once per second .

DSR 1K - Desired Track Angle. Angle between true or magnetic
north and desired track.

TKE - Track Angle Error. Angle between actual track and
desired track.

XTK - Cross Track Distance (error) . Lef t or r i gh t  of p resent
position from desired track , measured on a l i n e
perpendicular to desired track.

4.1 .3 TDL-424 Navigation Techniques

A . WA YPO INTS

The use of waypoints is the heart of navigating with the TDL-424. A
waypoint is defined as any position to be- used in navigating or any point for
which navi gational data is desired . The program is designed so that
nav i gation and steering are supplied for any two points appearing in the FR
and TO windows . The System always navigates wi th reference to two points —

a “From ” point and a “To ” point. Either a line between two waypoints (FR and
TO), or a l ine from aircraft present position (waypoint 0) to another way-
point may be used. Selecting two waypoints (FR and TO) defines a great circle
course connecting the two positions entered . Selecting waypoint 0 and
another waypoint defines a great circle course from the present “Insert”
position to the selected “To” waypoint. This procedure , in effec t , creates
a new leg with the aircraft present position as the new “From ” waypoint.

The va rious waypoints on a mission are entered via the keyboard . Up
to nine positions may be entered (1-9) in either lat/long or TDs (or a mix)
and a ‘table ” of points is then stored in the computer memory that can later
be cal led up for reference or use in navigating. The way these waypoints are
calle d up in fl i ght determines the kind of steering supplied .

If a From and TO leg is called up by entering the numbers of the two
desired waypoints , steering and navigational data are obta ined with respect to
the course defined by those two positions. If a 0 and TO waypoint are called
up, steering and navigational data from present position , at the time the
INSERT key is pressed , to the selected TO position will be provided .
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The TDL-424 provides the alternatives of automatic or manual waypoint
selec tion . In AUTO mode , the program sequences legs automatic ally, selecting
the next leg in numerical sequence as the aircraft arrives at a waypoint
destination . In the MANUAL mode , the operator must make the selec t ion of
the next leg. Each leg must be called up when needed , and navigation/steering
i nformation ‘is with respect to that leg until a manual ‘LEG CHANGE” and
‘INSERT” operation is performed . This is true even if the aircraft has
arrived at or passed a waypoint.

Loran time difference navigation has been demonstrated to be a system
of navigation with a high degree of repeatability . Time differences are
directly relatable to position for a specified Loran chain , and it is possible
to return to a position based on a time difference fix without the use of
charts or other data . The TDL-424 makes practical use of this principle by
allowin g waypoints to be entered in time differences as well as lat/long.

B. PARALLEL TRAC K STEERING

The parallel track steering feature is designed for a special mission ,
such as airways offset track fly ing or search and rescue missions. Parallel
track steering provides the ability to fly along a course parallel to a
given course at a selectable distance from it. The offset dista nce can vary
from .1 to 30 nautical miles . A series of such offset legs may be flown
correspond i ng to as many From and TO legs as are entered in the system (nine
maximum). Also , the offset distance can be changed in mid -leg .

The TDL-424 program prov ides this capability by projecting an artificial
destination based on the nomi na l course coordinates and the offset distance
entered . As indicated in Figure 4.4, in order for the program to derive
the artificial destination 3’, it needs the coordinates of waypoints 2, 3
and 4 plus the offset distance , D.

Once the offset has been entered , all steering and other nay data are
with reference to the artificial destinat ion. The origina l waypoint-defined
course is not lost , however; it is held in memory until the parallel track
steering comand is cancelled by entering zero offset dista nce.

Figure 4.4 Loran-C Parallel Track Illustration



A subtle TDL-424 system characteristic develops when fly ing in the
parallel track steering mode. This characteristic is dependent upon
whether auto or manual waypoint selection is chosen. In the auto mode,
the TDL-424 performs the necessary tri gonometry to determine the angle
bisector between the inbound and outbound legs of the active “To” way-
point. The automatic leg switching then occurs wi th respect to the way-
point displaced along the angle bisector a distance equal to the parallel
track offset .

In the manual waypoint selection mode of operation , the TDL-424 does
not have any information stored regarding the outbound course from the
active ‘To ” waypoint. Consequently, the software is set up to indicate
arriva l at the waypoint based on an orthogonal projection of the waypoint
a distance equal to the parallel track offset.

Th i s subtlety leads to d i fferences ir~ aircraft track made goodwhich must be kept in mind by the flig ht crew especially in termina l area
and fina l approach operation in the parallel track steering mode.

4.1.4 TDL-424 Display Interface

Navigational data derived from the TDL-424 Loran navigator which is
continuously displayed to the pilot includes cross track deviation error
(CDI) and To/From flag swi tch-over at waypoint passage . In the flight
test installation the cross track deviation error was displayed on the
Navigation Flight Director Indicator (NFDI , Figure 4.5) which was located
in the center of the pilot ’s instrument panel . Two different CDI sensitivitie s
were available to the pilot by the selection of a two posit ion swi tch. One
position allowed a full scale CDI needle deflection of ±2.5 nm , the other
±0.5 mm . The ±0.5 nm scale sensitivity position was the one utilized
throughout the Loran—C flight test program .

There were two CDIs available in the cockpit during the flight test
program. The primary instrument used by the pilot during the testing was
the NFDI shown in the upper right hand corner of Figure 4.5. This
instrument displayed crosstrack deviation and an integra l on/off indicator.
The NFDI has 4 dots on either side of the center dot (0.0 mm error).
Consequently, the +0.5 nm sensitivity position gave the pilot the CDI needle
deflect ion of ±0.125 nm per dot.

The second CDI shown in Figure 4.5 was the ID-351 . This instrument
was not located in the primary scan pattern of the pilot but it did provide
back-up crosstrack deviation data as well as a “To/From” indicator flag and
an on/off indicator. The To/From flag swi tch over at waypoint passage
according to the TDL-424 Loran navigator navigationa l Output data was
driven by the course indicator (10-351 ) as was the horizontal steering needle
off flag located on the lower center of the front instrument panel (Figure 4.5).
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4.1.5 Loran-C Chain Utilized

Thoughout the Loran-C flight test program the signals from three
Loran—C transmitters were used. These transmi tters were the master
station located at Cape Fear, North Carolina , a secondary station at
Nantucket , Massachusetts and a second secondary station at Dana , Indiana .

4.1.6 Flight Test Helicopter

The aircraft util i zed for the Loran-C flight test program was a
USCG HH-52A helicopter (S/N 1385). This type of aircraft normally
cruises at 80 kts and it is primarily used by the U.S. Coast Guard for
Search and Rescue Operations. The test aircraft was based at the
USCG Air Station , Cape May, New Jersey.

4.2 TEST PROFILES

The USCG Loran-C flight test program consisted of flying simulated
operational Coast Guard missions. In addition , the testing included an
e v a l u a t i o n  of the compatability of the Loran-C navigator system to the
National Airspace System (NAS) environment. The NAS testing consisted of
flying enroute , transition , and terminal maneuvering route segments, and
non-precision approaches in the National Aviation Facilities Experimental
Center (NAFEC) terminal area . Subsections 4.2.1 , 4.2.2 and 4.2.3, present
a detailed description of flight profiles , pattern definition , and test
sc enarios for the SAR , Surveillance , and NAS testing, respectively.
These prof iles were developed by Systems Control , Inc . (Vt) for the Coast
Guard as a part of the flight test planning effort.

4.2.1 Operational SAR Miss ions

The three test profiles flown during the operationa l search and
rescue testing are illustrated in Figure 4.6. This figure shows the
mission beginning at Cape May Air Station and proceeding enroute to the
Coninence Search Point (CSP). Upon reaching the CSP , the test helicopter
in~nediately initiated a creeping line search pattern of a fifty square
mile area , utilizing a track spacing of 2.0 nm and a leg length of 5.0 nm.
Upon completion of six legs of the creeping line search the aircraft
initiated a sector search. This sector search pattern consisted of six
‘legs and five cross legs with an ang le between legs of thirty degrees .
After the last leg of the sector search had been flown the aircraft pro-
ceeded direct to the CSP of the expanding square search pattern . The
expandin g square pattern consisted of six legs with a track spacing of
two miles. At the conclusion of the last leg of the expanding square
the aircraft proceeded direct to the Cape May Air Station waypoint (hel ipad)
at which time the flight terminated . As previously discussed , al l  SAR
patterns were executed after updating the Loran-C navigation system at
the Cape May Air Station helipad prior to each fl i ght. General characteristics
of the SAR operationa l testing Inc luded a total track length of approximately
140 nm flown at an indicated airspeed of 75 to 80 KTS and an altitude of
2500 feet. This altitude was requi red to satisfy tracking radar requirements .
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Figure 4.6 SAR Flight Test Profile
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F ig ures 4 .7 , 4.8 and 4.9 present detailed waypoint location information
for each of the creeping line , sector , and expanding square search patterns
respectively. Waypoint location in latitude and longitude coordina tes,
both true and magnetic courses , and along track distance is shown for each
route segment .

During the pre-flight briefing preceding each SAR operationa l test,
the subject pilots were instructed to fly each respective SAR pattern as
fol lows :

a) Creeping Line

Only the first leg (waypoint 1 (CSP) and waypoint 2) in lat/long
were given. The subjects were also briefed to utilize a track
spacing (S) of 2.0 nm for a total of six legs (5.0 nm each)
maximum. -

b) Sector Search

Only the first (datum) and second waypoints were given. The
reason that the second waypoint was given was to insure that
all sector search pattern turns/legs were in the same direction .
The subjects were briefed to fly six legs (4.0 nm each through
datum), and five cross legs at 30° central angle.

c) Expand ing Square

Only the first five (5) waypoints- of the expanding square
pattern , inc l uding the CSP (waypdint 1), were given . The
subjects were briefed to fly si% - legs total at an initial
trac ki ng spacing (S) of 2.0 nm. - -

4.2.2 Surveillance Testing

The accuracy and repeatability testing performed for the surveillance
type mission is described in this section . Figure 4.10 presents the flight
profile applicable to this portion of the Loran-C evaluation. A stabilized
hover was performed at an altitude at or below 70 feet. The Loran-C
indicated positions (latitude and longitude) were recorded for approximately
a two minute duration. This figure shows the surveillance mission beginning
at Cape May and proceeding direct to the Five Fathom Bank Buoy located
approxima tely seventeen nautical miles southeast of Cape May in the Atlantic
Ocean. From the Five Fathom Bank Buoy the test aircraft was flown to Buoy
No. 8, located one and one-half miles from the shoreline. From this buoy,
the flight proceeded to the Sea Isle (SIE) Vortac , to the Deadman’ s Shoa l
Buoy (Delaware Bay) located three miles from the closest shoreline and
finally to the Brandywine Lighthouse also located in the Delaware Bay,
approximately seven miles from the shoreli ne. Upon completion of the five
hovers the pilot and copilot swi tched control and a second circuit of the
surveillance profile was flown . All surveillance flights were initiated by
updating the Loran-C navigation system at the Cape May Air Station hel ipad
prior to each flight. Figure 4.11 presents the detailed waypoint location ,
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Figure 4.7 SAR Creeping Line Pattern Definition

2 3 6 7 10 11

1 4 5 8 9 12
z:s~

WAY POINT LATITUDE LONGITUDE TRUE MAGNETIC ALONGTRAC K
(N) (W) COURSE COURSE DISTANCE

(deg) (deg) (run )

1 (CSP) 038° 55.30’ 074° 42.91 ’ — _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _

2 039° 00.21’ 074° 44.03 ’ 350 0,360 5.0
3 039° 00.56 ’ 074° 41.50’ O~O 090 2.0
4 038° 55 .65 ’ 074 ° 40.38 ’ 170 180 5.0
5 038° 56.00’ 074 0 37.86 ’ 080 090 2.0
6 039° 00.91’ 074° 38.98’ 350 0,360 5.0
7 039° 01.25’ 074° 36.45’ 080 090 2.0
8 038° 56.33’ O~74° 35.33’ 170 180 5.0
9 038° 56.68’ 074° 32.81’ 080 090 2.0
10 039° 01.60’ 074° 33.93’ 350 0,360 5.0
11 039° 01.95’ 074° 31.40’ 080 090 2.0
12 038° 57.01’ 074° 30.28’ 170 180 5.0
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Hqure 4 .8 SAR Sector Search Pattern Definition

V 

/ 6

~~

WAYPO INT LAT I TUDE LONGITUDE TRUE MAGNETIC ALONGTRACX
(N) (W) COURSE COURSE DI STANCE

(deg) (deg ) (nm )

1 038° 57.70’  074° 2 5 . 2 3 ’  — ______

2 038° 58.05’ 074° 22.71’ 080 090 2.0

038° 57.01’ 074° 22.83’ 185 195 1.0

4 038° 58.38’ 074° 27.63’ 290 300 4.0

5 038° 59.23 ’ 074° 26.88’ 034 044 1.0

6 038° 56.16’ 074° 23.58’ 140 150 4.0

7 038 ° 55.73’ 074° 24.78’ 245 255 1.0

8 038° 59.66’ 074° 25.68’ 350 0,360 4.0
9 038° 59.58’ 074° 24.35’ 095 105 1.0

10 038° 55.81’ 074 ° 26.10 ’ 200 210 4.0
11 038° 56.41’ 074° 27.18’ 305 315 1.0
12 038° 58.98’ 074° 23.26’ 050 060 4.0
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Figure 4.9 SAR Expanding Square Pattern Definition

7 6
.
~~~

LI

WAYPO INT LATITUDE LONGITUDE TRUE MAGNETIC ALONGTRACE
(N) (W) COURSE COURSE DISTAN CE

(deg) (deg) (run)

1(CSP) 039° 07 .85’ 074° 25.28’
2 039° 09.81’ 074° 25.73’ 350 0,360 2.0
3 039° 09.46’ 074° 28.26’ 260 270 2.0

4 039° 05.51’ 074° 27.36’ 170 180 4.0

5 039° 06.20’ 074° 22.28’ 080 090 4.0

6 039° 12.10’ 074° 23.63 350 0.360 6.0

7 039° 11.05’ 074° 31.25’ 260 270 6.0

I
I.
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Figure 4 . 10
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Figure 4 .11 Surveillance Test Pattern Definition

Deadmans Shoal
Sea Isle Vortac

Buoy No. 8

Cape May

ne
Lighthouse

Zve Fathom Bank Buoy

TRUE MAGNETIC ALONGTRACK

~AYPO INT LATITUDE LONGITUDE COURSE COURSE DIST ANCE
(n) (w) (deg) (deg) (n m)

~~~~~~May 038 ° 56.63’ 074° 52. )5’

Five Fathom 038° 47.3’ 074° 34.6’ 123.2 133.2 17
Bank Buoy

Buoy No. 8 038° Y).8’ 074° 45.5’ 324.9 334.9 15

Sea Isle Vortac 039° 05.7’ 074° 48.0’ 344 .5 354.5 6

Deadmans Shoal 039° 05.2’ 074° 59~9’ 266.9 276.9 9
Buoy

Brartdywine 038° 59.2’ 075° 06.8’ 221.8 231.8 8
Liqhthou.~e

Five Fathom (same as above) 115.2 125.2 27
Bank Buoy

or

L~pe May (same as above )  103.0 113.0 11
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uurse and distance information which defines the desired surve i l lance
test  pattern . Al l  lat i tude / longitude coordinates specif i ed are by
tc )~

)o(
~ra phica1 reference except for Sea Isle Vortac which is a surveyed

geographical position.

4 .2.3 NAS Testing

An overview of the NAS f l ight prof i les is shown in Figure 4.12 . The
terminal area route segments evaluated during the NAS test ing were derived
from routes developed for the New York -Kenned y terminal area as described
in Reference 1. The operational SID and STAR routes for southeast t raf f ic
f low on Runway 22 at JFK were rotated and overlayed on Runway 4 at NAFEC
for the purpose of this test program. A complete descript ion of the NAS
f l ight prof i les is presented in the fol lowing paragraphs. No Loran—C
pos iti on updating or special system m i t  a l i za t io  oced u re was use d for
the NAS Fli~~ts.

T he i nit ial enroute da ta col lec t ion began immediately upon reaching
stabi l ized fli nh t at a cruising alt i tude of 2500 ’ over Cape May waypoint
(Air Stat ion).  The flight proceeded in a northwesterly direction enroute
to VICTOR waypoint on the NAFEC ONE RNAV SOUTH ARRIVAL (Figure 4 .13) .  The
f l i ght then proceeded along this RNAV STAR at a cruising alt itude of 2500 ’
direct to GOLF waypoint. After passing GOLF the flight proceeded on the
base leg to HOTEL waypoint. The shaded area on Figure 4.13 denotes the
test route segments flown . At HOTEL waypoint the RNAV STAR was terminated
and the RNAV non-precision approach to Runway 04 was init iated . The
appropr iate approach plate is g iven in Figure 4. 14. After passing HOTEL
waypoint the flight proceeded to INDIA waypoint , estab lishing a procedura l
descent as necessary to cross INDIA at 1500 ’ . After passing INDIA , the
procedura l descent continued to the Mi nimum Descent Alt i tude (MDA ) of
520 ’ at the Missed Approach Waypoint (MAP) located on the threshold of
Ru nway 04 at which time the approach was terminated and a landing at NAFEC
was accomp lished . The aircraft was then refueled and ca libration of
the C-band beacon for EAIR tracking radar was completed before the next
departure .

Departure from NAFEC was accomp lished using the ATLANTIC CITY ONE RNAV
SOUTH DEPARTURE shown in Figure 4.15 (shaded areas). Takeoff from ACY was
f o l lowe d by a cl imb outbound direct to BRAVO waypoint. From BRAVO waypoint,
the SID continued direc t to ROMEO waypo int. The departure then turned
southbound and proceeded direct to SIE RRA waypoint. The final route segment
of the SID turned the aircraft we s tbound direct to VICTOR waypo int at which
point the second RNAV STAR of the NAS testing sequence was ini t iated . This
STAR proceeded from VICTOR to GOLF waypoints similar to the f i rs t  STAR .
However , prior to reaching GOLF waypoint , the subject pi lot was given one
‘f the fo l low ing  impromptu changes:

“Offset Base Leg 3.0 Miles Right and Proceed to Intercept
the Final Approach Course ”

or

“Maintain Present Heading Past GOLF Waypoint to Intercept
a 3.0 Mile Left Offset on Base Leg ”
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Figure 4.12 NAS Flight Test Profiles
10° - 

Enroute Segrne~ 1s— — — NAFEC ONE RNAV AR1~IVAL (STA R)

\ ATLA NTIC CITY ONE R NAV DEP AWJ (JR j~ (SID ) 

Desired I mprctn pt~ Rout~-

~~~~~
075” 

- 

-
3 . U  pm left  offset  f o l J - ’wcd -

by ~~ Direct-to-India 
-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~ -

~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 039 °
$ 

Cape May



ATLANTI C CITY, N.J. STAR
NAFEC AT LANTIC CIT Y

NAF EC ONE RNAV ARRIVAL

N O R T H  A R R I V A L Figure 4. 13 

~~ ~ha W ,~. Jirect ~~~~ W/P. di,,ct C-o!I W/P. dj.ect H~~.I W/~ Crøii I~~tf~ - W 4 10.5w ’$’ at 2~~0Q , ~~~~ GaI T w/P at ~~00’, cra.i Hotel W/P ~ 2500 N 40 06.0 7

~~~~ 0- Lc ’.eW ,P, dr ,ct h~,.trc.t W/P . di,ect B.~ltic W /’P. Crm, Fo.tr ~~ at 2500 . cia, —

IoIr.c at 2 0 0~. 4
SOUTH ARR VAL

!~~±
U,.TIalmW/

~’ . 
d. re oV icta. WJ~~, d cc iGoI f W I~’ , d lc .ct Hc” .I W/~~. Cro,, P..

V,ct ~~ YI/~ ~ ~~~~~~ ct ,.G* lf W/~ n’ 2 500’, cr~~i HoI t I W/P o~ 2500~.R~~~~~. Unifo,m W/P , d,rect V jct~~ W/P dir ect Gol l w 4 ’ , di,ict laltic wfr. Crc.,
- )  (~o3UWi1’ at 2500’, cr~~e itl ti c W/P at 2500~.

P XTI~~IOU.ö ACY

,
3
,,~

6.2° .3~

15’!?
EXPERJMENTAL CHART II
NOT FOR PUBLI C USE //~

• 
-

N3~ 32.5 W74 4o.~

GOIJ ft .JAC.23..

u~~Ja I N3~ I7 .2 W74 4I.$
• PtO~ 14.OW S 15.0

‘ø

/NOTE/ Shaded Areas Denote

f J Test Route Flown

CL) f
N

4-22
N3S 51.5 W75 t?.5



a . -—

~r •~~
•
~~ 

•~ 
~~~~ ~ •d :_, ~~~~

— ~~~~~~ . •.~~ 
._L ~

F Fi gure 4 .1 4 App r~,ach Plate to NAFEC R/W 04

A Tt/ ’~NflC CITY, N.J.
A~~ £~ 6 l~ ( (It! ~o •  11  R.9 A pt . El .  - 16 NA I I ( ,~T l ANIIC Cliv

V., IO ~ W RNAV R.ey 4
V O R V A C  yea 1 08.6 bCY

~~ a r (II’ ~ •. , - . 1
124 6 9 ‘

~~ 12 1. 9 MSA
oo~ o.o~ ‘.. ~~~ MØ.I I IQ 7  ‘400  1 1600 1 2100

f ’~~~108.6 ACY “ .I ioe.oA cv
[ 263 4°/18.5 ‘

~ 1 034.4°/3.0
f~i3c 22 0 w ’l S/ ~ r u t  30 0 * 4  33 0

“ui! ?,, 9 w74 3 5 2

r~~~~7O, /~~
<, ~~HOTEL

108 .6 ACY
219 . 10/11 .6 EXPERIMENTAL CHART

NOT FOR P1JBLIC USE
H C l t I  INDIA MAP

A Ct  5 - 2 1 7  A C t  t .7? O 1 5  6 ~~~ I I’ ? 6

2500’ 1243? ) 1500~ (143 2t
— 0 38’—-

___________________ 6.0 5.0 RWY a 68’
a p~. 76

PULL UP: Climb to 1500’, proc~.d to MAyO W/P ord to ld NORIIIFAST ,
ci as dir.ctod .

STRA IGHT-IN LANDING iWY 4 CIRCLE TO LAND

.~~. 52O’t~s~ j

A
, 1~T T T ~ -~I~ .11 

_ _

1 • 64O .~aa -2

.c.S20 432 ) N,e, Shd

_____________ I 
— 

I j • ,  
——  

740’604 12

4-23



The latter impromptu clea rance was terminated with an instruction to
“Proceed Direct To INDIA Waypoint” when the test aircraft reached a point
four miles distance-to-go to HOTEL waypoint. The impromptu clearances were
termina ted when the fina l approach course was reached . The flight then
proceeded to execute a low approach to Runway 4 rather than a full stop
landing as in the previous STAR .

The low approach was mainta i ned to the departure end of Runway 4 at
which time the flight proceeded direc t to BRAVO waypoint. The SID continued
direct to ROMEO waypoint. After reaching ROMEO waypoint the SID terminated
and the return enroute segment from ROMEO to CAPE MAY was flown . (See
Figure 4.12 for route orientation).

Shortly after initiation of the Loran-C experimenta l flights it was
decided to mod ify the test plan to inc l ude three types of area navigation
non-precision approaches. The three types were expected to provide information
regard i ng Loran-C navigation accuracy capabilities using uncalibrated , charted
l at/long input data , pre-flight calibrated lat/long input data and measured
t ime difference input data for the fina l approach waypoints. These data were
collec ted and the results are presented in Section 5.13.

Table 4.2 presents the detailed waypoint location information (latitude!
longitu de), course information (true/magnetic) and the appropriate along
track distances for each of the HAS route segments.

Table 4.2 HAS Pattern Waypoint Definition

WAYPOINT LATITUDE 
- 

LONGITUDE TRUE MAGNETIC ALONGTRACK
(N) (W .) COURSE COURSE DISTANCE

• • • • - (deg) (deg) (nm)

Cape May (CM) 038° 56.63’ 074° 53.08’ — _____ ______

Victor (V) 039°-14.O0’ 074° 15.00’ 315.5 325.5 26 ,3
Golf (G) 039° 22.OOt 074° 57.50’ 059.4 069.4 15.7
Hotel (H) 039° 17.23’ 074° 41.83’ 111.3 121.3 ‘13.0
India (i) 039° 22.53’ 074° 38.18’ 028.0 038.0 6.0
MAP (R/W 04) 0390 26.95t 074° 35.15’ 028.0 038.0 ~5.O
Bravo (B) 039° 30.05’ 074° 33.01’ 028.0 038.0 3.5
Romeo (R) 039° 32.50’ 074° 40.00’ 294.4 304.4 5.9-
Sierra (S) 039° 12.50’ 074° 53.00’ 206.8 216.8 22.4
s—v 275.1 285.1 17.1
R-cM 

____________  _____________  — 
195.8 205.8 37.2
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4.3 SUBJECT PILOTS

Six subject pilots were selected to take part in the Loran-C flight
test program and grouped into three test crews. All p ilots involved in
the Loran-C test program were based at the USCG Cape May Air Station ,
New Jersey, which was the operational test center throughout the Loran-C
flight tests .

Training of the subject pilots in the operational use of the Loran-C
navigator TDL-424 system was begun on 31 August at the Cape May Air Station
with a three hour class covering system description , functiona l opera t.ion
and a general briefing concerning the forthcoming Loran-C flight test
program. A tota l of 14.0 hours of flight time was prov ided for training
in the operationa l use of the Loran-C naviga tor divided amongst six subject
pilots . In add i tion , when testing began each crew flew 3t least one special
test scenario consist ing of four creeping line legs , half of a sector search
and one non-precision RNAV approach to Runway 04 at NAFEC . This was to
demonstrate proficiency in procedures for utilizing the Loran-C equipment
in the planned SAR and HAS data flights . In all cases the proficiency
flight was the last training flight for the selected crews prior to data
col l ection. There was no attempt to determine a learning curve for the
subject pilots using the Loran-C navigator during the actual flight testing.

As discussed prev iously, the test plan was for each subject pilot to
fly one Search and Rescue pattern , one Surveillance pattern and one HAS
pattern , respectively. Since there were two pilots per crew , each one of
them had copilot duties on alternate flights . However, each • subject wasresponsible on each flight for specific duties regarding the Loran-C flight
test evaluation. These specific duties were as follows :

a) Pilot

• The designated pilot was the pilot in comand and as
such was responsible for the progress of the flight
and accountable for all procedures and/or blunder
errors recorded during his flight.

• The pilot was required to fly the intended flight
profile according to the derived Loran-C navigationa l
information as shown on the app licable flight instru-

- - 
ments and Loran-C navigator display combinations.

b) Copilot

• The copilot was required to operate the Loran-C navigator
and to input into the system the required navi gat iona l in-
formation (i.e., waypoint entry, offsets leg changes , etc.)
of the intended flight profile.

• The copilot was responsible for all routine comunications ,
including requesting the RNAV clearance.
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• The copilot was expec ted to assist the pilo t in the
monitoring of flight instruments , safety of flight , and
to provi de “ca l l ou t s ” ( i.e.,  new leg being used ,
arriving at a waypoint , begin turn , descend to a
requ i red a l t i tude , desired track heading, etc .)
as required , to assure the success of the mission
as would normall y be required under actual USCG
operating conditions.

A suninary of each subject pilot’ s experience level is presented in
Table 4.3.

Table 4.3 Flight Experience of Subject Pilots in Hours

SUBJECT ROTARY FIXED
PILOT TOTAL WING WING

A 2068 1819 249
B 483 371 112
C 553 432 121
0 942 820 122
E 833 715 118
F 429 303 126

The subject pilots were grouped into three different crews, as follows :

First Crew : Subject Pilots A and B
Second Cre~: Subject Pilots C and 0
Th i rd Crew Sub ject P i lots E and F

4.4 DATA ACQUISITION

This section discusses the methods of data acquisition in the Loran-C
flig ht test program. There were three categories or classes of data tha t were
recorded during the Loran—C flight test program for the purposes of the various
level s of analysis required to support the Loran—C operational evaluation.
The three distinct types of recorded data were :

a) Airborne Instrumentation Data

b) Ground Reference Data

c) Manually Recorded Flight Logs

The following paragraphs discuss each of these different methods of data
acquisition.
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4.4. 1 Airborne Instrumentation

The airborne instrumentation consisted of el ectronic ally recording
selected parameters from the Loran-C receiver on a Teledyne Loran Route
Verification (LRV) digita l cassette recorder system. The following
parameters were recorded on the LRV data recorder: Loran-C indicated
aircraft position (latitude and longitude), Distance-to-Waypoint (DTW),
Cross Track Deviation (CTD) and Real Time . The LRV recorder is a portable
unit which operates on its own batteries. Due to the design characteristics
of the recorder , the rate at which the parameters were recorded was approx-
imately 7 samples per minute or one sample per 0.2 nautical m iles , the
latter being based on the relatively slow cru i se airspeed (8OKts) of the
HH-52A test helicopter.

4.4.2 Ground Reference Data

The ground reference data was obtained using the NAFEC “Extended Area
Instrumentation Radar ” (EAIR). The EAIR radar was utilized as the indicator
of actual airc raft position , by detecting and recording (real time) the
azimuth , elevation and altitude of the test aircraft . EAIR is a precision ,
C-ban d tracking radar which provides the slant range , azimuth angle and
eleva tion angle of an aircraft (radar cross section of 1 square meter)
within a range of 100 nautical mi l es when operating in the skin tracking
mode , with a maximum distance of 190 nautical miles when operated in the
beacon tracking mode . (All of the Loran-C test flights were tracked in
beacon tracking mode). The slant range obtained by the EAIR facility is
accurate wi thin 20 yards and the azimuth angle and elevation angle are
accurate within 0.011 degrees . For .examp-l e, at 50 mi l es the accuracy
woul d be 20 yards in range and 20 yards in azimuth and elevation. The
radar antenna can track a target 360°;in azimuth and from 00 to +89° in
elevation . The antenna can be directed as low as minus one and one-half
degrees in elevation. - • - -

4.4.3 Manually Recorded Flight Lo~~
During all flight tests a trained cockpit observer monitored and

kept and accurate log of routine and special events that occurred during
the fli ght. The observer was responsible for documenting the crew workload
and performance , the issuin g of impromptu traffic clearance (HAS tests) and
monitoring the LRV data recording system . The fl ight logs recorded by the
observer were a major source of data acquisition from which fl i ght test . -

results could be operationally evaluated . Following is a sumary of
fli ght test data recorded by the cockpit observer , pertinent to the
relative evaluation of test objectives .

1) Procedural Errors

2) Input Errors

3) Loran-C Display Mode

4) Waypoint in Use

5) Waypo lnt Sequencing Mode (auto/manual )
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6) Major Cross Tr1i k Deviat ions (CDI )

7) Oversho ots / Undershoots

8) Execution of Offsets /Impromptu Maneuvers

9 ) H e a d i n g  In te rcep t s

10) Pilot Workload (communications , t ra f f ic , etc .)

4 .4.4 Analysis Requirements

The three categories or classes of data recorded were used for the
various leve ls of analysis necessary to support the Loran —C operational
evalu ation . This section discusses the data obtained for all phases of the
Loran-C flight test program.

Table 4.4 summarizes the data acquisit ion requirements which were
used to support the AC 90-45A demonstrati on of compliance evaluation. The
parameters recorded were c lass i f ied according to the previously developed
basic data recording categories.

Table 4.4 Data Requi rements

1) Digitally Recorded Navi gation Data

Ground Based - Actual Aircraft Position from Tracking Radar
- Time

Ai rborne - Loran-C Indicated Ai rcraft Position
- - Cross Track Deviation (HSI Needle Deflection)

- Along Track Distance (nm) To/From the Waypoint
in Use

- From/To Indicator
- Time (Correlated with Tracking Radar)
- Waypoint in Use (Optional )
- Desired Track (Optional)

Track Angle Error (Optional)

2) Manually Recorded Data Logs

Procedural Errors
Input Errors
Loran-C Display Mode
Waypoint ‘in Use
Waypoint Sequencing Mode ~Auto/Manual )
Desired Track
Heading
Loran-C Operation Mode (Auto /Manua I~ Lat /Lon or Time/Difference, etc.)
Pilot Workload (conirunicatlons , weather , traffic, etc.)
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Data requirements for the operationa l testing were not as stringent
as those dema nded for veri f icat ion of AC 90-45A compliance accuracy . For
the  SAR missions , there were rio requirements for stat ist ica l accuracy data.
Rather , the ability of pilots to utilize the Loran-C navigato r to
effec ti vel y ma inta i n proper track spacin g an d swee p w id th was the pr i mar y
concern. Therefore , data requirements for this portion of the Loran-C
operational evaluation were simply an accurate knowledge of actual aircraft
path vs desired SAR profile. This requirement was satisfied using the
ground based radar tracking data only. The radar C-band beacon antenna was
calibrated at least every other day to i nsure the t rackin g accuracy stated
in Section 4.4.2. The calibration procedure was to land at NAFEC and taxi
to a known position (designated P.115). Radar lock-on was achieved and
position accuracy verified . Additi onal manually recorded data and airborne
data were used to augment the analysis and provide explanatory information
when track deviations occurred , bu t th i s  type of data was no t an ex p l i c it
requ i rement.

Data requirements for establishing the absolute accuracy and statistical
position error information necessary to document Loran-C applicability to
surveillance and enforcement operations were also less stringent than the
AC 9O-45A compliance requirements . In this case , the air borne Loran-C
in dicated position was of primary importance. Helicopter hovers near fixed
an d movable selected reference points were used to collect Loran-C repeat-
ability and absolute position accuracy data . The indicated Loran-C position
data was compared to known desired location data and converted to errors in
lati tude (L) and longitude (x) in feet. The L , >. errors were then mathemat-
icall y combined from successive readings to determine mean position errors
anu circular error probability statistics.

As previously discussed , the data acquisition and processing require-
ments for the oil rig industry were identical to those already described for
surve illance.

4.5 DATA REDUCTION

This section describes the techniques used to develop analytically
mean ingful data from the data recorded both automatically and manually.
Section 4.5.1 presents a summa ry of the experimenta l procedure used which
was designed to provide adequate data samples over each route tested . Section
4.5.2 discusses the calculation procedure used to combine these data samples
in the manner specified for AC 90-45A compliance and in the manner required
for calculating position error data for surveillance accuracy . Finally,
Section 4.5.3 presents the details of how the acquired d ig i ta l  da ta were
processed and aggregated across flights.

4.5.1 ~ p~ Imenta i Procedure

The following section describes and summarizes with tables the various
test scenarios flown (HAS , SAR and Surveillance ) from a data sampling and
pilot scheduling viewpoint.
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A. SAR Operation Flight Test Matrix

A tota l of f ive fl ights were flown ut i l iz ing the Loran-C navigator
during the SAR operationa l tests . As previously discussed , a SAR m i s s i o n
on a given flight consisted of f lying a tota l of three SAR patterns: Sector
Search , Creeping Line and an Expanding Square pattern ,respect ively.  A l l
the  SAR patterns were flown after updating the Loran-C navigator a t  the
Cape May helipad location prior to each flight. Table 4.5 shows the number
of t i mes each SAR pat tern was fl own per p i l o t , as well as the total number
of patterns flown during the tests. Two additional SAR flights were
rlown wi thout utilizing the Loran-C navigato r but using conventional VOR/DME
nav i gation techni ques. The purpose of these two flights was to obtain
baseline data for comparison to the other SAR flights which utilized the
Loran-C navigator. As can be seen from Table 4.5 a tota l of 14 SAR patterns
were f lown , as follows : 5 Creeping Line; 4 Sector Search and S Expanding
Square pat terns , respectively. In addition an enroute segment (22 nm)
was flown 5 times from the end of the Expanding Square pattern to the Cape
May Air Station , s imula ti ng the re tu rn segmen t from the en d of a SAR m i ss i on
to a landmark. It is considered tha t , a l thou gh the number of SAR patterns
fl own by each p i l o t was r e l a t i ve ly  small , a thorou gh eva lua ti on of the
Loran-C navigator , as well  as a demonstra ti on of i ts potent i al ut i l i za ti on
in the execution of SAR patterns , was accomplished .

B. Surveillance Flight Test Matrix

Due to schedule conflicts only one operational surveillance test
flight was possible during the Loran-C flight test program. As previously
discussed In Section 4.3.2 the surveillance tests consisted of determining
the accuracy and repeatability of the Loran-C Navigator by hovering the
test helicopter over a previously defined location. Table 4.6 presents
a distribution of the surveillance flight test matrix. Although the
surv eillance tests were limi ted to one fl i ght, the test data obta i ned was
qu ite sufficient due to: (1) the minimum scatter of the data recorded ,
(2) the consistency in the number of data samples per target , and (3) the
satisfactory degree of demonstrated repeatability .

Table 4.6 Surveillance Flight Test Matrix Flown

Target Number of Number of Distance IP
Hover Data Samples Offshore (rim)

Five Fathom Bank Buoy 2 19 16
Buoy No .8 2 18 3
Sea Isle Vortac 2 20 (Inlan d)
Deadman ’s Shoa l Buoy 2 19 3
Bran dyw i ne Lighthouse 2 20 7

To tal 10 96 —
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C. NAS Flight Test Matr ix Flown

A total of six (6) fliqhts were flown during the NAS testing. Table
4.7 summarizes the NAS fl ight tE st  enroute , SIB , STAR and final approach
data acquired . As shown in this table each suLject pilot flew two complete
circui ts of the entire NAS prof i le (Figure 4 12 ) .  As described previously
in Sect ion 4 .3 .3 , the NAS test scenario for e~~h pilot consisted of two
enrou te se gments , two SIDs , two STARs and two approaches , one to a full
stop and one low approach. This number of segments per subject pilot
resulted in a total of twelve enroute segments over approximately 372
nautical m iles , twel ve SIDs and twelve STAR s or a total of twenty—four
term inal area se gments , and twelve fina l approaches. This nu ;nber of
flights per flight regime has been shown to provide adequate , normally
distrib uted tota l system error , flight technical error , and airborne
equi pment error statistics in previous RNAV flight tests conducted by the
FAA and reported in Reference 2.

Shortly after the test program began it was decided to obtain non-
precision approach data using two additional TDL-424 waypoint input modes.
T hese we re :

a) Charted lat/lon g waypoint loca~ ion d~ta input and updating
the Loran-C navi gator using the known position at the iat~(helipad ) on Cape May Air Station.

b) Measured waypoint locat ion d a 3  input in time lifferences.

The non-precision approach data taken using these ‘ wo modes nffers
the user a more accurate navigation capability over the basic mode tested ,
that is, non-upda ted waypoint input data taken directl y fri, the char ts.

In addition to the error bud get statistics suitable for demonstration
of compliance accuracy, the impromptu maneuvers performed during this NAS
testing are indicative of ~peratio na1ly riieaningfu l RNAV maneuvers such is
extending the downwind leg, base leg offsets and impromptu direct to RNAV
clearances.

4.5.2 Performance Assessment

A. NA S Analysis

The acceptable means of compliance for demonstrating Loran-C capabilities
as an area navigation system suitable for NAS operations are currently
delineated in FAA Advisory Circular 90-45A , Appendi .x A , Section 2[4]. This
advisory C ircular section is further subdivided into accurac y requirements
(2.a), system design requirements (2.b), equipment installation specifications
(2.c), and flight manual information requirements (2.d). the data collected
during the Loran-C flight testing is primarily app licable to the accuracy
requirements for compliance. Therefore , in order to understand the need for
specific data reduct ion  techn iq ues , the accuracy requirements for 2D navigation
systems of Appendix A Section 2.a of AC 90-45A are reproduced in their entirety .
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1W ~t’-45A .‘ . 1
Appendix A

A ACCEPTAB LF ‘1 VI ( I NCL tFO1~ ISL Lu It F~~I r  lIT
RULES )
An acceptable m;- u,~ of c .nj Ii i ( ; 1  . W i t  Lu i’ t I ni; — - 1 101 , —

— .1431 , .in I  — .1581 , ot  i r t  2 3 , 3 5 , 27 or ~~E a ;
w i t h  r . ~~~~ - , t  t~~ ~t r  a r ; ; ; ; , ~ t Io n  - I ; t . - m~~, ~ r ; v , L u - t i  for  un *-
under IFR c o n d i t i o n s, I S  t o  , ; t  s~~y t h e  - r  t I - n . j  - - f  f o r t h  in
t h i s  paragraph .

a.  Accuracy .

(1)  ~T9_~~~J½V _Sys tem u siT 9~~~~~ . rence_F a c i l it y t L r l t in u ou  -
n a v i g a t  I n ! ;  i r d - ;  r i -  ;t  on.  The total of f- In - er r o r  Con— -
t r i bu t  a n t i ; ;  of  h ’ i i  r t o r r i ~- t - - j ’ r i ~~’m( nt ( rece i vers  p l u s  ar ’  -i
n ay  i~ m a f -  1 — i no lud ing t i n  i red r~a - k ; i ’  t t ing aS wel l  a .
waypoint  n et t i n g  er r o r s )  when combined RSS w i t h  thin
f o l l o w i n g  sp~ n i f ic  er r o r  con t r i b u t i o n s  i l n u l d  not exceed
the er ro r  v a i n ;  shown in Table 1, Appendix  A

VOR g r o u t  ;t , a t  i n  ± 1.9
L ) M 1 g re - i ; . I s t a t  ion ~ 0 . 1  NM

( 2 )  2 — 0  RNAV n y n t i m s  wh i ch use 0- 0 , 10-I ! a r for rnat ion  f rom
other  I h u n  t he R ef er r - nc c  i n t u it i ; - t  mus’ show t (ni t t he
a l g o r it h m  ‘ ; - ~~ d w i l l  a l w u- ~c se le ct  .1 t i t  ion t h a t  w i l l
provide cr c;s r a ck / a l o n g  rack - r r ( r ; ;  equal t i  or less
than  the lr . i t , - r  of t h e  i- NA’! c , n t ’ - m e r r o r s  - t  the reference
f a c i l i t y  t o t  . a r ~~’ RNAV t rack  (Table 1) - r  the errors shown
ira paragraph 3 .a .  ( 3 )  -

( 3 )  2— 0 RNAV S~~~ t not us ing  VOk/ )Mh f o r  o u n t i n u o u s
nav 9~~tion hn ormat ion. The t o  al of  ‘h e  er r o r
contr  i h , ; t  ions of the i i  rborne - -~~u i p m e r i t  ( i n c l u d i n g
update , a i r c r a f t  posit  ion and co m p u t a tio n a l  e r r o r s) ,
when combined w i t  i i  u p p r ~~~- r i a t  ~ f l i g h t  t e c h n i c a l
a t  r r ; r ; ;  l i s ted  I n  2 - a.  ( 4 )  1) 1.10w , should ri t x c ° t t i l
the f ; . ;  1 ’w i n g  w i t h  5% - - o r ;uj d en c e  ( 2 — s i qij ia) over a
period f t t m -  - i l a l  to lie i 1 - I i t ’  c y c l e :

Cm ,:,: Track Along  Track 4

En r u t e  2 . 5  ‘;‘~ 1.5 NM
1 - i  m i  ( 1 .11  1 .5  ‘o- ~ 1.1 NM

Al - 1 ’  aach 3~~( NM 0. 3 NM

( 4 )  2—0 1-’ i i ; h  t Te l c ! ;ca l E r r - ~~ ( FTE) w h e t  combined RSS w i t h
h i - i  rors  u sc- i , ; ;; ’- I in  ( 1 )  a r u i i / o  ( a )  above dot ermine

th e T i  i i  0 , I t m  . 1  r o r .  T t .  ‘ 10  al  V y nt cm i - i  ror is used
b y a i r  1 ~ - pl~ir n t a s  and inc l udes t h e  t o l l i w a n g  ; l , ~~~1 t i C

FTE - - a l a .  -S I a det e r m i n i r a y  C r o s s —  r i - k pen i t  L I I I  d( n U r a n  i c-s  -

*N~ TE : A l t h o u g h  t h e r  e 10 no t r i  - keep a’ ; a -  - iracy roqu it .-m- - ti t ira t h e  a long
track d i r e c t  ion f ’ . r  20 RNAV ; .y ; t  . ‘ .. r a n y  p a i t t  ith splay  of a l o n q  t in k
dev ia t ion  f o r  2D systems , I r i , - , ; .  er r  y l i i -  t o r t val a . - s  t r e r a  ~;t 0 , ~‘ * ‘rm ina1  . in i
approach are i i  rborne sy st em . r - a re pl ; r i - m e r i t  w i t  t i i i t  ;- on ; , ;  a l e t  i nq t h e  FTE
va lues f rom p a r a q r . 1 I - t  2 . a .  ( 4 ) .
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Values l a rger  t h i n  I h a i - : ; e  must  1 . -  of f ; o t  by : or r a _

sponding reduct  i o n  in of l i a r ny  I em - r ro r r ;  . (S e n

Appendix  C) No FTE is w ;a -d  in dot  ‘ - r m i n i r a g  t h a  i l o r a g —
t r a c k  a c cu a  a ’ ’  -

En r o u te  ‘2 . 0  NM
Te r m i n a l ‘1.0 NM
Approach ~0 .5  NM

Several data acquisition requirements evolve upon thorough examination
of these AC 90-45A accuracy requirements. First , total system error must be
quantified . Second , the er ror contr ib uti ons of the “airborne equipment” mus t
be measured . (Airborne equipment error includes errors in Loran-C position
due to transmission and propaga tion induced signa l errors). Fina lly, the
value of Flig ht Technical Error (FTE) must be measured . Upon satisfactorily
instrumenting an aircraft and recording these parameters , the p roce dures of
AC 90-45A Appendix C can be used to combine the error elements into an
acceptable error budget. These procedures are based on the assumptions that
the var iable errors from each of the error sources are normally distributed
an d i ndependent . In th i s case , the errors may be combined in RSS (root-sum-
squa re) fash i on in order to demons trate com p l i cance . That i s , the standard
deviations , °FTE an d “Airborne

Equipment

may be combined by taking the square root of the sum of the squares :

°Total = /
‘
~~~E + “Airborne

System ° 

Equipment (a)

Usin g this recommended equation and rearranging terms , the implied budget
for airborne equipment may be calculated from the values for total system error
and FTE listed in Appendix A of AC 90-45A. That is ,

“Airborne = V Total - FTE (b)
E qui pmen t System

The resulting values for the demonstration of compliance of the Loran -C
n a v i gator system have been calculated . These are :

Airborne  Equj p ment

Enroute 1 .5 nm
Terminal 1 .12 run
Approach 0.33 nm

As previously noted , the airborne equ i pment error budget inherently
includes errors in Loran-C position due to transmission and propagation
errors. In addition , the airborne equipment error budget includes all signal
filtering, processing, com puta t i onal , output and display errors associated
with the airborne Loran-C navigator system . Al so, as pointed out in the
footnote on the along track error budget of AC 90-45A , Appendix A , paragraph
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2.a. (4), the airborne equ i pment t r t ’;!I budget Va~~u (-o correspond to the cross
track error budget valu es of p.i r~ugraph ?. t . (3) with the FTE substracted as
shown in equation (b).

This methodology was used to ‘-Ipdre and evaluate the Loran-C navigator
system from an AC 90-45A and NAS compat ab i li t y viewpoint. The results of this
comparision are summarized in Sec tion ~; 1 .

B. SAR Analysis

This data analysis section summarizes the techniques used for pre-
senting and analyz i ng the data collected for the three search patterns
normall y used in Coast Guard operations. The data processing for these three
patterns was limited to the actual aircraft track information provided by the
precision tracking radar. The primary goal of this portion of the evaluation
was to determine the adequacy and repeatability of the Loran-C navi gator in
the execut i on of cree pi ng li ne , expan d in g square an d sec tor search prof i les .
The most stra i ghtforward and meaningful technique to achieve this goal was
sim ply to present successive test flight tracks overlayed on the desired
patterns. The analysis was centered around the adequacy or inadequacy of
the Loran—C performance. Commentary and interpretation of deviations from
the desired track due to equipment functional limi tations , procedura l errors
or pil ot workloa d are provided using the fli ght test observer 1 s logs . These
data are discussed in detail in Sections 5.2 and 5.4.

In addition to the qualitative analysis of Loran-C accuracy and
repeatabi lity , it was decided to compute the improvement in probability of
detection (POD) as an exercise for the creeping line search pattern only.
The probability of detection (POD) relationships which are contained in
the National Search and Rescue Manua l (CG-3O8 ) are based on the assumption
that the desired track will be adhered to throughout the search pattern . The
abi l ity of the search aircraft to fly an accurate search pattern is dependent
u pon the accuracy of the nav ig a ti on system .

The method used to compute POD requires understanding of severa l basic
definitions:

let P = probabili ty of detection (POD) of a target wi thin a given search
are a

then P = fLpdL ~ 
p. (1)

0 1=1 1

where t = distance along search legs
L = total search leg length pattern wi dth x no. of search legs

for a creeping line search
p = POD (1)

p. = POD at point i

Pj(AIB)—p j(B) p~~(A.S) p (A).p (B)
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where

p (A )  probability of detecting target assuming the target is
within the search area

and

p (B )  = probability that t~e target is located within the search
area (i.e. within S of the search aircraft )

where S is defined as a distance of magnitude S along a path paralle l to the
creeping line search axis to the right or left

then , p1(AIB) = f (— ~—) as defined in CG-308, (Figure 8-65) (2)

and , for a datum area :

p~~(B) ~ (3)

where s = desired track spacing

assume that a datum area of interest is defined as shown in Figure C

Figure C

t... — a a — — — — — — — ‘ — I

I
_ _  

S
4 b 4 

~I~~~ S

1 2
I

I
— — — I — — a — — — — a — • — — , a

combin ing Equations (1), (2) and (3):

p = —
~
-- Z S .f(— ~--) (4)

nS ~~~ ~- s1

Equation (4) is applied within the datum area , such that —
~~~~~ is defined as

the distance along the Cs axis from point i half way to the adjacent track ,
or the distance to the edge of the datum area, as i1lustrated in Figure D.
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Figure D

i=l , 2 
1—x _.y

The POD resul ts obtained using these relationships is discussed in
Section 5.2.1.

C. SURVEILL IANCE /OIL RIG ACCURAC Y AND REPEATABILITY DATA ,

The data analysis necessary to determine and document the accuracy and
repeatability of the Loran-C navigator for surveillance and off-shore oil
industry applications is presented in this section. The calculation pro-
cedure and data aggregation technique for this analysis was taken from
Reference 5. Data taken during hovering flight over precisely defined
loca tions was combined into mean error , (F). and Circula r Error Probability
(CEP), statistics as follows :

1) Recorded Loran-C indicated position , l a t i tude  an d l ong-
i tude , for a min imum ~ two minutes  (a ppr ox i matel y twen ty
position readings) were converted to error data in
latitude and longitude.

2) These error statistics (in feet) were reduced to mean
position errors using

N N

— — E~~AiCL 1 N and 1 N
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3) The standard deviation of the latitude and longitude errors
were ca lcu la ted  using

j~~~~~~~
2_NE

L
2 

d =0L ‘IJ N— i 
an °A N— i

4) Mean pos ition error, F , is defined as

F = 
~s,f~ L + E

~
2

5) CEP is defined as

CEP = 0.59 
~°L + ~~ ~~

a’if — <  a ~~3a
3 L A

These accuracy statistics are summarized in Section 5.3.

4.5.3 Statistical Treatment

This section outlines the step-wise procedure used for data reduction
of the NAS flight test data. The major functional elements of the data
reduction system are as fol l ows:

• Airborne Data Editing

• Rada r Data Editing

• Airborne Radar Data Merge (time correlated )

• Computation of TSCT, ATE , CTE , and FTE

• Compute mean and standard deviation (2a ) of above variables
for each route segment of each flight.

• Statistical Aggregation over each route segment and total

The airborne and radar merge data were edited (data extracted ) of samples
judged to be invalid; i.e., due to blunders , dropouts , known EA I R radar
calibration problems , etc. The merge program organized the data by flight
segments which terminate at the bisector of the track angle change . Data

4-40



reduction concluded wi th  the s ta t i s t i ca l  anal ys is  and data aggregation
program . These programs produced TSCT , ATE , CTE , and FTE statistics
defined as shown in the following schematic:

.. Waypoint  2

‘

Desired I -

Track 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ \ ...ø,1. ~ (CTE) Loran-C

FTE Loran-C Indicated Position - - 

-

(ATE) (Li, A 1)

Loran-C

TSCT
TSAT I.~~~~~ 4.—_

~ Aircraft
Pos i t ion  (L A ,  A A )

Actual
Track

Waypoint 1

where

TSCT = Total System Cross Track Error

ATE = Airborne Equipment Along Track Error

CTE = Airborne Equipment Cross Track Error

FTE = Flight Technical Error
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These statistics were genera ted by flight for each route segment,
across all flights on a given route segment by subjec t pilot experience
level , and total aggregate statistics for all flights , all segments and
all pilots per SID/STAR , enroute and final approaches .
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5.0 DISCu SSION OF RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

The purpose of this sect ion is to provide detailed insight into the flight .
test results and data analys is for the Coast Guard operational flig ht testing
ot the Loran-C navigator. The details presented in this section represent
the results of a comprehensive review of the specific data collected during the
evaluation of the Loran-C navigator.

This section is divided into five subsections of data analysis for ease of
reference. These categories are :

5.1 NAS/AC 90-45A Accuracy Analysis
5.2 SAR Operational Analysis
5.3 Surveillance/Oi l Rig Anal ysis
5.4 Blunder/Workload Analysis
5.5 Operational Evaluation of the Prototype Loran—C Navigator

5.1 NAS /AC 90-45A ACCURACY ANALYSIS

This section describes the data collected and analyzed pertinent to the
twofold purpose of the NAS testing. These purposes were : first, to demonstrate
the appli cability and comp atibility of the Loran-C navigator as an area navi ga-
tion system operating in the current NAS environment and second , to determ i ne
and document the accuracy of the Loran-C navi gator in a manner suitable for
demonstration of compliance with the requirements of AC 90-45A . The former
objective deals primarily with the track keeping accuracy and airspace utiliza-
tion observed using Loran-C as the primary navigation system for enroute ,
terminal and approach airspace . The latter objective requires detailed statis-
tical data aggregation , processing and analysis as discussed in detail in
Section 4.5.

Section 4.5.2 delineated the current enroute , terminal and approach accuracy
limits for the Loran-C navigator system . These are :

AIRSPACE TSCT

Enroute 2.5 nm
Terminal 1.5 nm
Approach 0.6 nm

These accuracy limits will be superimposed on all subsequent aircraft
tracks obtained during the NAS testing of the Loran—C navigator. It should be
noted that these limits are significantly more stringent for enroute and terminal
airspace than currently imposed by FAA Handbook 7110.18 , “A ir Traffic Control
Service for Area Navigation Equipped Ai rcraft Operating in the United States
National Airspace System” . In addition , these requi rements are also more
stringent than similar requirements placed on VOR/DME referenced area navigation
equipment except for regions in close proximi ty to the VORTAC station.
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Nevertheless, the fo l low i n g anal ys i s w il l show t ha t the Lor an-C nav ig a tor
systa ’’ satisfactorily performed within these tighter airspace limits for all
reg ions of interest. This satisfactory performance was obtained without any
special update procedures or system initialization prior to the NAS routes.
The area navi gation waypoint information was pre-specified on the charts shown
in Section 4.2, stored in the Loran-C navigator and flown in a manner compat-
ible with the expected characteristics of an actual NAS user application .

5.1.1 Enroute Results

Figure 5.1 illustrates the results of the enroute flight testing. Two
en rou te segments were f lown as an i n tegral part of the ex per imen tal desi gn .
The CAPE MAY to VICTOR route segmen t was twen ty- four  nau tic al m i les lon g and
was used to intercept the NAFEC ONE RNAV ARRIVAL (STAR) at VICTOR waypoint.
The ROMEO to CAPE MAY enroute segment was thirty-seven nautical miles long
and was used to return to CAPE MAY upon departure via the ATLANTIC CITY ONE
RNAV DEPARTURE (SID). As can be seen in the figure , all Loran-C fl ights stayed
well within the ~2.5 nm AC 9O-45A limits for Total System Cross Track (~ SCT )
error. In fact , five of the six flights , CAPE MAY to VICTOR and four of the
five flights , ROMEO to CAPE MAY , stayed wi thin ÷1.0 mile of the desired track.
These f l i ghts i n general ind i ca ted very accurate and repea tabl e trac k kee pi n g
ability with only a slight bias (about 0.5 nm) to the right or left of track
depending on track heading and direction of flight.

The two flights on Figure 5.1 which deviated significantly from the desire d
trac k were ex p la i ne d as fol l ows :

1. On the CAPE MAY to VICTOR route segment , one p i lo t  selec ted
present position direct to VICTOR rather than the desired
an d properly programed route segment connecting the prope r
waypoi nts .

2. On the ROMEO to CAPE MAY route segment , one aircraft track
was essentially invalid due to a tracking radar calibration
problem . The gap in this track near CAPE MAY indicates an
attempt at recalibration which also failed.

In sumary, it can be seen that the Loran-C navigator system performed
well within the AC 90-45A specified enroute accuracy limits of a 2 5  nm for
a total of ni ne ex per i mental  f l i ghts over enroute segmen ts typi cal of area
navigation operations. Section 5.1.4 discusses this performance quantitatively
and shows that the two-sigma measured total system cross track error for these
enroute fli ghts was less than ±0.6 nm .

5.1.2 Terminal Area Results

Fi gures 5.2 and 5.3 present the composite terminal area maneuvering TSCT
data obtained during SID and STAR testing respectively. It should be noted
that the AC 90-45A limits on these figure s are ~l .5 nm . The sumary of flights
on each route segment are as shown in Table 5.1.
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Figure 5 .1 Ai rcraft Flight Profi les During the Enroute Segments
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T a b l e  5.1 Terminal Area Sample Sizes

ROUTE FLOWN NUMBER OF FLIGHTS
SI D

BRAVO to ROMEO 1 1
ROMEO to SIERRA 6
SIERRA to VICTOR 6

TOTAL SID SEGMENTS 23
STAR

VICTOR to GOLF 12
GOLF to HOTEL 5

~OTAL STAR SEGMENTS 
- 

17

~OTAL TERMINAL SEGMENTS 40

The 510 data on Fi gure 5.2 documents even more accurate and repeatable
Loran-C performance than illustrated in the enroute case. The eleven flights
on the BRAVO to ROMEO segment create an almost indiscernible pattern within
0.25 nm of the desired track. Similarly, on the SIERRA to VICTOR route segment
with the exception of the single turn overshoot at SIERRA waypoint , 311 six
fl ights remained within 0.25 nm of the desired track for the entire route
segment .

It is very in teresting to note , however , that the ROMEO to SIERRA route
segment is not quite as good . As a matter of record , this data is certainly
well within the AC 90-45A limits. Five of the six flights rarely exceeded
0.75 nm to the ri ght of desired track. The sixth flight had a radar calibra-
tion problem. However, a consistent ri ght of track bias was indicated on all
f ive ‘ good” data fli ghts. The bias of approximately 0.4 nm occurs when the
track is oriented in a north-south direction , wh ich indicates a long i tude error
or bias due to the algorithm converting time difference information to latitude
and lon gitude. Due to the particular velocity of propagation selected and
prograrmi~ed , and due to the choice of stations used for this test, the bias
error was found to be 0.4 nm.

The STAR data on Figure 5.3 indicates similar consistent and acceptable
performance for nine out of twel ve flights , VICTOR to GOLF , and f ive  out of
five flights , GOLF to HOTEL waypoints. On all of the valid STAR data flights ,
for the steady state portions of the route segments the Loran-C navigator
system provided adequate and repeatable navigation within one-half a nautical
mile of desired track. Once again , a slight bias of 0.25 to 0.35 nm observed
on the VICTOR to GOLF route segment (059° True Heading) which becomes zero
on the GOLF to HOTEL route segment (111° True Heading).

There were three Loran-C data flights which were not wi thin those accuracy
- values :
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1) the unca ii brat d r e l i r flight. p r~ s i  ous 1 / di s u~. - i’d .

2)  A -
~~. hodu led L o r e — C  ini’’~~er  s t a t i - -n s5~~~dnwr1 o r :

and the crew w i -  not aided in r ’s olv i nq th l ’ ri , .- i  ‘;ator
r e i n i t i a l i z a t i o n  prn edii r~s.  (~~~ is  i~ In~ i r j t  ive of a
t y p i c a l  tra i n ino PrOt ’le fll )

~
) A Loran—C recei v i’r pr - 1c m occu -i’ d due t o a shi

i n  internal calculation of de siri d ~r,e~k v.hi h i’-

sulted in a fixed bias in the ac tua l track . This
ca lcu la t ion s h i f ’  was not annunci ated to trm fl i ght
crew .

In suminan, , the terminal area nianeuvering data ob ta in ed  sa t is fac to r i l y
demonstrated t ra c k k ’ ’ : i i n~ accu l a y  for 37 of the 4~ f l iqhts  wi th in the
-
~~ec i  f ied AC dP -.1h Ii 1 uni ts  ( - 1 . 5  nm) fo i both STA R and SID rnnt i’s .

5.1.3 n P r ~~~~~ n_ Approach Anal~’si~,

Fi gure 5.4 sumarizes the re’wlts of Loran-C f inal  approach accuracy
using three diffe rent modes of n a v i g a t i o n  w a y p o i n t  i n p u  l a t a .  At the  f a r
left , p lot (a) , charted waypoint la t i rude/ lonqi tude data is’s input and the
Loran-C navigator was updated pr e-fl iri ht using the knni ’.~ pos i t i on  at the gate
on Cape May Air  Stat ion . In the center , plot (b) , char t ’-d waypo int lat/ lon
data was input without an-i in i t ia l  syster ~ update . At the rir~h t , plot (c ) .
measured waypoint data was input ir- t ime difference coordinates .

In the non -updated mode of operation , plot (b) ,  the Loran-C navigator
performed wi th in  ‘0.1 nm compared to the spec i f ied AC 90-45A limi ts of
~0. b nm except for a s ingle fli ght where an equipment malfunct ion occurred.
However , each of these unca librated flights indicated a consistent left of
course bias of approximately 0.4 nautical miles. This is the same magnitude
bias previously noted for both enroute and terminal test ing.  Th~ m a g n i t u d e
of the bias becomes somewhat more signif icant in the f inal approach airspace .
Ari thme t ical ly adding the bias to the two sigma gives a value of ±0.48 nm
which is close to the ~O .6 nm l imit. However , based on previous data reported
in Reference 2 , this final approach performance is no worse than other VOR/ DME
a rea nav iga t ion  systems p rev ious ly  tested at NAFEC. As such , and since the
AC 90-45A l imits w ere not exceeded , the non-updated f inal approach mode is
conside red acceptable.

At the fo r  left of the figure , plot (a ) ,  s ix  approaches have been over-
layed . These approaches were f lown using charted waypoint latitude and
longitude dat a  w i th  the navigat or updated at the gate prior to take-of f .  As
such , the waypo int data input was cal ibrated.  Th ’  limi t shown on this figure
are cons istent with AC 90-45A performance rt’-lu irement s of ~O.6 nm. It can be
seen that the Loran-C updated performance wi ’ always well within ~0.6 nm ofthe desir e d final ijip roach course. In ta t , the actual performance was within
60.1 nm (see Tab l~ 5.2). A slight (approximately 0.1 nm) left of course bias
was eviden t for all six updated flights. These final approach accuracies can
be regarded as indicative of Loran-C capabilities over known final approach
fixes such a’~ would be comon to a carrier at his home base or over a fixed
route structure where frequent flights (approaches ) were made over the same
final approach waypoints such that the position update information would be
both avai lab le  and current. This would a lso be the case f r a non-precision
approach to an oil r ig or p la t fo rm.
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Figure 5.4 Final Approach Fligh t Profiles for Three Modes
of Waypoint Input Data

Finally, the data on the ri ght side , plot (c), of Figure 5.4 demonstrates
Loran-C accuracy when operating in the time di fference input mode . In this
case , the bias shown in Figure s (a) and (b) is completely eliminated. The
track keeping accuracy is ±0.12 nm and as such is significantly less than the
÷0.6 nm AC 90-45A limits. This is by far the most accurate and therefore the
most  desirable final approach operating mode . However , the time-differences
which locate each waypoint must be known prior to flight in order to achieve
this performance.

In sumary , Loran-C performance data was collected using three different
waypoint data input modes. These were :

1) Non-u pdated charted lat/lon input

2) Pre-flight updated lat/lon waypoint locations

3) Measured waypoint time difference inputs

The non-precision approach accuracy of the Loran-C navigator system was
with in AC 90-45A limits for all three input modes.
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5. 1 .4 AC 9o-45A Cori~pjiance Data

An AC 90- 45A accuracy demonstration requires tha t  spec i f i c  t o t a l  S1~~t~~m
and airborne error budget maximums are not i-xcr’eds ’d for eac h of the three air-
space regimes — enroute , terminal and approac h . The design of “his tr ’nt
program was intended to provide ‘uff i cient statistical resu lt. s to satisfy
th e ’,e AC 90-45A requirement o . Table 5.2 presents a su rr-t ry of the e resul to ,
The data recording and reduction procedures used during thr” e t ec t s  provided
a cross validation of the Loran-C system accuracy over and above the explicit
Ac 9Q-45~4 requirements . That is , the total system accurac -~ was measured directly
using the NAFEC precision radar tracking facility in addition to calculating
‘he total system accuracy as recommended in AC 90-45A un in g specifed FTE values
and measured airborne equipment errors . The latter technique was the procedure
specified in AC 90-45A and reproduced as Equation (a) in Section 4.5.2. This
equation simply computes the Root-Sum-Square (RSS) of r oasured airborne equip-
ment error and the FTE specified in AC 90-45A , Appendix A , Paragraph 2.a(4) to
document with a 95’ confidence level that the two sigma total system cross
track errors are not exceeded.

For the enroute case the measured TSCT error shown in Table 5.2 included
a 0.10 nm bias and a ‘0.56 two sigma , which added together gives a worst case
i’rror of ‘0.66 nm , measured , compared with the 2.50 nm error tolerance specified.
Furthermore , if the airborne equipment two sigma error of ‘0.57 is combined
with the AC 90-45A specified ‘2.00 nm FTE using the RSS method , a calculated
TSCT of ‘2.08 nm results , which is still acceptable. In fact , the measured
airborne equipment error only affects calculated TSCT error in the second decimal
(0.08) because of the large value of 2.00 nm specified for FTE.

For termi nal area opera t ions , Table 5.2 again illustrates satisfactory
accuracy for Loran-C navigation. The measured TSCT was comprised of a negligible
0.03 nm bias and a two sigma of ±0.51. In comparison , the calculated TSCT
using ÷0.49 measured airborne equipment error and the ~l.00 FTE specified in
AC 90-45A yielded an RSS value of ‘1. 11 nm total system error. These values
are all appreciably better than the ~l.5O nm TSCT limit for terminal operations .

It is extremely important to note , however , that the measured FTE during
these tests was L0.12 nm enroute , ~0.l5 nm terminal and from tO .05 nm to ~0.l4nm in the approach case depending on the type of input data used to define the
waypoi nts.

A pattern can be rr’cognized in these two calculated result n for enroute
and terminal TSCT error. That is, the magnitude of the calculated TSCT closely
follow s (within 0.1 nm) the specified FTE. This is due to the consistently
small two sigma airborne equipment error (÷0.57 nm enroute and ÷0.49 terminal),
which when combined using the RSS method with an FTE of 1.0 or greater becomes
almost ins ign i f icant .

The bias of the airborne equipment error for the terminal and enroute
cases were ignored for two reasons. First , AC 90-45A assume s a zero b i a s  and
the calcula ti ons s hould be pe rfo rmed on a c ompat ib le bas i s . Secon d , the measu red
biases were considered small enouqh to be negligible (-0.10 nm enroute and
—0.02 nm terminal) compared wi th the total l imits of ±2.50 nm and ÷ 1.50 nm for
enroute and terminal respective ly.
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Table 5.2 Loran-C System Cross Track Accuracy vs AC 90-45A Compliance for
Area Nav igation Systems for Enroute , Terminal and Approach Phases

(All Flights Combined)

Measure d 1 Calculated
Mean ~2o Accuracy for AC 90-45A

Comp l i ance 2 ±2o
(nm) ±2o (nm) (nm)

ENROUTE Bias t2- ±2o ±2o

TSCT 0.10 ÷0.56 ±2.08 2.50
FTE 0.00 ±0.12 — 2.00
Airborne Equipment -0.10 ±0.57 l.50~

TERMINAL

TSCT 0.03 ±0.51 ±1 .11 1.50
FTE 0.01 ±0.15 — 1.00
Air borne Equipment 0.02 ±0.49 l .l2~

APPROACH (Non-up dated L/x)
(a)  ( b )

TSCT -0.38 ±0.10 ±0.50/±0.66 0.60
FTE 0.02 ±0.09 — 0.50
Ai rborne Equipment 0.39 ±0.04 — 0.33~

APPROACH (Updated L/A)

TSCT -0.07 ±0.06 ±0.50 0.60
FTE 0.00 +0.05 0.50
Airborne Equipment 0.07 ±0.03 0.33~

APPROACH (Time Difference )

TSCT 0.06 ±0.12 ±0.50 0.60
FTE -0.01 ±0.14 — 0.50
A irborne Equipment -0.07 ±0.05 — O.33~

/Note/ ‘A negative sign means error to the right of course (fly left )
:per AC 90-45A , Appendix A , Paragraphs 2.a(3) and 2.a(4)
~Imp lic it AC 90-45A airborne equipment error (maximum)
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The f inal approach data w e re taken using three m e t ho d ’ , of waypoint input.
First, charted latitude and long itude coordinates were used in a non-updated
mode of operation . Second , charted latitude and longitude coordinates were
input but the Loran-C position was updated us ing a known location prior to
takeoff. Third , waypoint data was inp ut using measure d time difference coor-
din i tes. Table 5.2 suninarizes all of these approach results.

Continuing the anal ys is ignoring bias errors results in meeting the AC
90-45A tolerance of ~0.6O nm TSCT for all three waypoint data Input modes. If
measure d airborne two sigma is RSS’d with the ~O.5 nm FTE specified , then the
calculated TSCT for all three modes equals ÷0.50 nm. This is attributed to
the insi gnificant value of the airborne equipment error in these three cases
(÷ 0.04, ‘0.03 and ~0.O5 nm

’L

If measured TSCT ~ s compared to the AC 90-45A l imit of ±0.60 nm , Loran-C
accuracy is again s a t i s f a c t o r y  yielding values of ‘0.10 , ÷0.06, and ÷0.12 nm
for two sigma accuracy . This is attributed to the combination of the small air-
borne equipment error with an equally small measured FTE g i v i ng an extremely
accurate TSCT .

The only problematical f inal approach data ar ises due to the bias error
which was measure d in the non-updated approach data. This bias error is known
to be due to the constant Loran-C signal propagation velocity used in the soft-
ware and has been discussed previously. Also , thi s bi as wou l d have decreased
and a larger two sig ma erro r calcula ted i f many more app roaches were flown
to runway s with headings which included the full range from 0-360°. However ,
these data were not taken and the airborne equipment bias is too large to be
ignored ( ‘0 .39 nm). Consequently , i f  the wors t  case is considered and the bias
of •0.39 nm is added to the ~0.04 nm two sigma , and this result (‘0.43 nm) is
RSS ’d wi th the tO .50 nm FTE spec i f ie d , then the resultant calculated TSCT equals
÷0.66 nm , wh i ch does not sa t i s fy  the AC 90-45A tolerance of ‘0.60 nm ( from
Appendix A , paragraph 2.a(4).

As already pointed out , this ±0.66 nm number is somewhat misleading since
the measured TSCT for the non-updated final approach data was only ‘0.48 nm
including the bias. This is due to the fact that in the approach as well as in
the enroute and terminal data , the measure d FTE was on the order of 0.15 nm
rather than the larger AC 90-45A specified values of 2 .0 nm enroute , 1.0 nm
terminal and 0.5 nm approach. This circumstance is adequately provided for in
Appendix C of AC 90-45A which states in paragraph 6.b , “Error Budgeting ” :

“In e s t a b l i s h i n g  an ~-r r n r  budget , a system designer  may t rade o f f  re-
duction in the errors from one or more sources against increases in
the errors from otners. Thus , in adding an area navigation computing
and display capability to the basic VOR/DME system , it is necessary
and possible to compensate for the errors introduced by the new equip-
men t by mean ’  of reduct ions in errors from other sources. Any of the
airborne error  elements , inc lud ing  F l igh t  Technical  Error , may be traded
prov ided  the to ta l  system accuracy re f l ec ted  in Appendix D , Tables 2 , 3
and 4 -~re met. ”

The specific example which follows this paragraph in AC 90-45A , i s for a
VOR /DME system , but it explicitly illustrates the acceptability of reducing the
specified FTE value in order to demonstrate complian ce . In the case of the
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Loran-C test data , it is strongly felt that FTL is always significantly less
than the AC 9O -45A specified value . Therefore , using this error budgeting
trade off procedure along with the measured , non-u pdated approach FTE value of
‘0.09 nm is the correct and acceptable procedure . This procedure results in a
calculated value of ±0.50 nm for TSC T which validates the measured value
(p0. 48 nm).

To summarize these results , for the non-updated approach data :

1) The measured bias plus two sigma TSCT is +0.48 nm which
does not exceed the AC 9O-45A tolerance of ~0.60 nm .

2) The calculated RSS of measured FTE and measured airborne
equipment error is +0.50 nm which does not exceed the
±0.60 mm value .

3) Only the measured airborne equipment error (bias plus two
sigma ) combined using the RSS method wi th the specified
AC 90-45A FTE error budget value of ±0.5 nm exceeds the
‘0.60 nm TSCT limit. In this case Appendix C of AC 90-45A
allow s for reduction in the FTE budget value .

The overall analysis has shown that the Loran-C system tested satisfied
AC 90-45A compliance criteria for enroute , terminal and approach . In fact ,
the Loran-C system tested falls well within the enroute and terminal error
tolerances specified.

Ta b le 5.3 is presented to provide additional detailed statistical results
from the Loran-C flight test. This table lists statistical bias and two s i gma
error statistics by individual route segments showing TSCT, FTE and Ai rborne
Equipment measured error budget data. This table also provides background
i nform a ti on inc luding the length of each segment, the statistical sample size
or numbe r of data points for each segment and the total number of segments
flown . Finally, the segment statistics are aggregated into Enroute , SID , STAR ,
Terminal , L/x Non-Updated , L/A Updated and Time Difference Approach Data.

The enroute data on the CAPE MAY to VICTOR (325° magnetic course) route
segment shows negligible bias or mean errors for TSCT, FTE and Ai rborne Equip-
ment. This would be expected due to the large number of samples , 446. The two
s igma error  va l ues are all acceptable on th i s segment. However , the ROMEO to
CAPE MAY (206° magnetic course) shows significant bias errors in both the air-
borne equipment and TSCT. This bias is due to the utilization of the Dana
station (large overland signal propagation ) and the particular Loran-C signal
propagation veloc i ty stored in the TDL-424. Therefore , even with 366 data points ,
the combination of station , propagat ton velocity and course heading produced
the significant bias error. Finally, when the two enroute segments are combi ned ,
the magnitude of the TSCT bias is reduced to ±0.10 nm and the two sigma value
is increased to ±0.56 nm. This is precisely what would occur in reality if
more enroute segments were f lown at a multitude of course headings from L-360
even using the fixed propagation velocity and the Dana station . In suma ry ,
the enroute segment statistics are considered acceptable for all the data shown
and fli ght within the AC 90-45A ±2.50 nm limit was demonstrated.

Similar trade offs between bias errors and two sigma errors occur in the
SID and STAR statistics. Note that a -0.24 nm bias occurs on VICTOR to GOLF
and a ‘0.41 nm bias occurs on ROMEO to SIERRA. In each case , aggregation of
a ll SID segments reduces this bias to ~0.l6 mm with art increas?d two sigma of
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Table 5.3 Loran-C Flight Test Statistical Data Summary by Fli ght Segment

TSCT FTE Airborne Segment No. of No. of

SEGMENT ~ias ~~~~ Bias ±27~ 
- Equipment Length* Points Segment5

Bias ‘2 - i
nm nm mm nm nm mm nm

CAPE MAY-VICTOR -0.13 0.25 0.01 0.13 0.14 0.26 24 446
ROMEO -CAPE MAY 0.39 0.12 -0.01 0.09 -0.40 0.09 37 366 4
Enroute Aggregate 0.10 0.56 0.00 0.12 -0.10 0.57 30) avg 812 ~~~~~~
VICTOR -GOLF -0.24 0.18 0.01 0.16 0.25 0.06 16 248 7~~~GULF -HOTEL -0.03 0.17 0.01 0.15 0.04 0.07 13 78 4

STA R Aggregate -0.19 0.25 0.01 0.16 0.20 0.19 15) avg 326 11
BRAVO - ROMEO -0.08 0.18 0.02 0.18 0. 10 0.03 6 147 7
ROMEO-SIERRA 0.41 0.14 0.01 0.13 -0.40 0.05 22 214 4
SIERRA -VICTOR 0.05 0.12 -0.01 0.10 -0.06 0.05 17 188 4
510 A9gregate 

— 

0.16 0.44 0.01 0.14 -0.15 0.42 (13) avg 549 15
Ter,oinal Aggregate 0.03 0.51 0.01 0.15 -0.02 0.49 (14) avg 875 26

Non-Updated Approach
HOTEL-INDIA -0.37 0.11 0.02 0.09 0.39 0.04 6 57 3
INDIA-MAP -0.39 0.09 0.01 0.09 0.40 0.03 5 36 4
L/A Non-Updated Aggregate -0.38 0.10 0.02 0.09 0.39 0.04 ~.4) avg 93 7

Updated Approach
HOTEL-INDIA -0.07 0.07 -0.01 0.06 0.07 0.03 6 55 5
INDIA-MAP -0.07 0.04 -0.00 0.03 0.07 0.02 5 56 5

L/A Updated Aggregate -0.07 0.06 0.00 0.05 0.07 0.03 5 .5 )avg lii 10

Time Di fference Approach
HOTEL-INDIA 0.06 0.16 -0.01 0.17 -0.07 ).05 6 32 5
INDIA-MAP 0.06 0.06 0.00 0.08 -0.06 ).O4 5 26 4

lID A~~regate 0.06 0.12 -0.01 0.14 -0.07 ~~~ (5.6j avg 58 ~~

*/Note/ Average segment length indicated by ( )avg . was computed as a
weighted average including the number of segments .
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‘0.44 nm (average unaggregated two sigma was +0.15 nm). Similarly, the STAR
aggregat e data has a reduced bias of -0.19 nm and a two sigma of ÷0.25 nm.

In compar in g the SID and STAR aggregate values it is seen that the SID
performance was (0.16 +0.44) mm TSCT and STAR was (-0.19 ÷0.25) nm TSCT . The
reason for the poorer SID performance was again a relatively long segment
(ROMEO to SIERRA) with 214 data points on a magnetic course of 2l7~. This
particular geometry produces the increased bias error which when combined with
other segment statistics produces the larger two sigma . Finally, the combined
510 and STAR performance resulted in a (0.03 ÷0.51) mm TSCT for all terminal
operations compared to a ±1.50 mm AC 90-45A error tolerance .

The fina l approach data has already been discussed in some detail. It is
onl y necessary here to point out that the FTE values measured were all quite
small and significantly less than the 0.50 nm AC 90-45A error budget value.
Also, for two of the t hree waypoin t i n put modes tested , the airborne equipment
bias and two sigma errors were all less than 0.1 nm. Only the non-updated L/A
input mode contained a rather large (—0.38 nm) bias error. Even in t h i s  c~~°,
however , the procedures outlined in AC 90—45A Appendix C were used to show that
the TSCT tolerance of ~0.6 mm was satisfied. Consequently, all approach data
was considered acceptable and compliance with AC 90-45A was demonstrated.

5.1.5 HAS Procedural Compatibility

As an integra l part of area navi gat ion i mp l emen ta ti on , the RNAV FAA/Industry
Task Force (Reference 3) developed airborne navigation procedures which were
deemed necessary to transfer the desire d navigation responsibility to the
cockpit. Of the several procedures developed , two of the most important from
an operat i onal view point are the “para l le l  offset ” and the “direct-to ” maneuvers .
Both of these were tested in the region of the base leg during the Loran-C
operat i onal f l i g h t  test .

Fi gure 5.5 presents the results from a three nautical mile right offset
on base leg and a three nautical mile left offset terminated by a direct to
INDIA comand. The exact maneuvers and clearances issued for these impromptu
maneuvers were presented in Section 4.2.

Of the t h ree r i gh t offsets tested , two were successfull y flown from the
point of reclearance to within a few miles of the final approach course intercept.
The th ird right offset was initially entered incorrectly as a left offset. How-
ever , once entered properly, the desired 3.0 nm right offset was flown adequately.
A sign ificant problem occurred in the interpretation of when and how this clear-
ance should be terminated. Due to the software design of the Loran-C navi ga-
tion (see Section 5.5), the dis placed waypoint is not the same in both auto and
manu al modes. The 3.0 nm right offset was supposed to be maintained until in-
tercepting the final approach course as was done on test 15. However, on f l i ghts
19 and 20, the pilot terminated the right offset prematurely and began navi gating
to HOTEL waypoint. There is nothing mechanically incorrect with this procedure ,
but it was not consistent with the clearance issued . This resulted in short-
cutting the corner at base leg/final approach intercept by as much as three
nautical miles and could possibly lead to interference with parallel base-leg
traffic not on the offset course.

The three left offsets did not experience any significan t problems in
acquiring the proper track. This is due to the geometry tested where the offset
could be reached by a simple extension of the VICTOR to GOLF (present) route
segment. This maneuver is representative of extended downwind legs . Al though
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Figure 5.5 NAFEC ONE RNAV STA R SOUTH ARRIVAL AIRCRAFT
FLI GHT PROFILES WITH IMPROMPTU OFFS ETS
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some tracking accuracy problems (Test 12) and a Loran-C receiver problem (Test
14) were experienced , the available data indicates satisfactory performance
during the stable portion of the three nautical mile left offset on the base
leg. Similarly, the “Proceed Direct To INDIA” ATC command was apparently
adequately performed in at least two of the three cases tested. Howeve r, due
to the problems indicated it was felt that no viable conclusion s could be
drawn from these data.

In summary , an attempt was made to perform two meaning ful and important
impromptu ATC maneuvers. These were the parallel offset and the direct to
maneuvers . The area where these impromptu commands were given was on the base
l eg where a fair ly substantial pilot workload already ex is ts .  Never theless ,
the maneuvers were apparently performed satisfactorily from an operational
viewpoint. Unfortunately, Loran-C navi gator software problems and tracking
radar problems clouded the analysis on three of six impromptu maneuvers .
Therefore , it is felt that the basic procedural compatibility exists using the
Loran-C nav ig a tor , but additional significant testing is required to demonstrate
accurate, repeatable and reliable operationa-l compatibility in actual terminal
area operations.

5.2 SAR OPERATIONAL ANALYSIS

This -
~ ct i o n presents the results of the Search and Rescue (SAR) operational

tests conducttd during the Loran-C flight test program. The primary intent of
the SAR tests was to obtain data on realistic simulated Coast Guard Search
and Rescue missions which could be used to determine the capabilities of the
Loran-C navigator system in relation to operational requirements and constraints .
To this end , the test evaluation was designed around three different search
profi les to determine the adequacy and repeatability of the Loran-C navi gator.
These three search profiles were : Creeping Line , Sector Searc h an d Ex pan di n g
Square . For a detailed description of these SAR flight test profiles , refer
to Section 4.2.1.

The data processing for the SAR tests was performed by presenting the
actual aircraft track information provided by the NAFEC EAIR radar tracking plots .
These EAI R radar tracking plots were then uti l ized to present a composite of
success ive test flight tracks overlayed on the desired pattern for each of the
applicable SAR test mission . Commentary and interpretations of deviations from
the des i red track due to equ ipmen t func t iona l  l imi ta t i ons , procedural errors
and pilot workload were substantiated by a close scrutiny of the cockpit observer
flight logs.

Followin g is a detailed discussion of the SAR operational test results
for each of the SAR patterns flown : Creeping Line (Section 5.2.1); Sector
Search (Section 5 .2.2)  and finally the Expanding Square (Section 5.2.3).

5.2.1 Cr~~pjn g Line  Pattern

Excellent results were achieved by the utilization of the Loran-C navi gator
in the execution of the Creeping Line pattern . The Loran-C navigator provided
the pilot the ability to effectively maintain desired track spacing and sweep
width throughout each of the Creeping Line patterns flown . The repeatability
of the Loran-C navigator in providing accurate navigation to the pilot is evidenced
by an inspection of Fi gure 5.6(a). This figure shows all the Creeping Line
patterns flown (5) by the subject pilots , utilizing the Loran-C navigator. The
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Figure 5.6 Loran—C SAR Operationa l Tests
Creeping Line Patterns (Actual Crosstrack , Composite)
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data presented is actual track (composite ) of all the fl i 9ht~ ove rldy ed on the
desired pattern . An analysis of Figure 5.6(a) indicates the suitability dnd
adequacy of the Loran-C navigator as a precise navigation aid to the pilot in
the performance of Creeping Line patterns. It should be pointed out that only
limited guidance was provided by the Loran—C for the cross-legs since the pilot
was actually flying in the par allel offset mode . The guidance provided adequate
t rack acquisition for the search legs as shown in the fi gure , cross leg guidance
was only of secondary importance .

The suitability and adequacy of the Loran-C navigator in performing creeping
line search and rescue missions can be a p p r e c i a t e d  even more when a comparison
is made to creeping line patterns flown using conventional VOR/DME navi ga t ion
techniques. Figure 5.6(b) illustrates the performance measured by the tracking
radar on two such conventional patterns. In both of these cases , the track
spacing was quite erratic and unpredictable. In fact , the resultan t track
spacing, S . and corresponding swee p w id th , W , were such that the actual proba-
bility of detection was significantly reduced compared to that desired for the
planned S and W. The data from Figure 5.6(b), however , s hows marg i nal searc h
area cove rage. Errors in actual track of up to 1.0 nm occurred in one instance
on each of these two fli ghts.

In con trast, Figure 5.6(a) shows an almost perfect actual traLk for every
f l i ght whenever the Loran-C navigator was used. The magnitude of actual )55
track error from desired using the Loran-C navi gator was approximately 0.2 nm
and uniforml y distributed along each leg.

Table 5.4 summarizes the probability of detection (POD) data calculated
for the conventional as wel l as the Loran-C creeping line searches. The method
used for calculating these statistics was discussed in Section 4.5.2.B. As shown
in the table , the desired POD was 78% on the first pass of the search pattern .
The values measured were only 70.10% and 66.63% for the two conventional VOR /DME
fl ights (# 9 and ~l0). It should be pointed out that this conventional data base

Ta b le 5.4 POD of Cree pi n g L i ne Search Pat terns

SEARCHES

FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH FIFTH

Tes t ~~ 70.10 90.95 95.18 98.04 98.83
Test ~lO* 66.63 85.14 92.17 96.68 98.59
5 Tes ts** 77 .33 93 .96 97 .94 98.91 99.02
Desired 78.00 95.00 99.00 99.9 99.9
*Conventiona l Flight7~IOR/DME)**using TDL-424 (Loran-C)

was intended to be merely a sample of what occurs without Loran-C guidance .
The VOR/DME creeping line was performed at 2500 feet altitude ,wh ich is higher
than the norma l search altitude. This fact had two effects on the data collected.
First , the flight path or creeping line pattern might have been better at the
lower alt itude at wh i ch searches are normally performed since it is easier for
the pilot to estimate drift at these lower altitudes. Second , it is doubtful
tha t VOR/DME could have been received at the lower altitudes and in this case
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the flight path accuracy would be degraded. For these two reasons , the POD
statistics in the conventional VOR/OME navigation mode should be considered
to have limi ted applicability to the general creeping line search case in the
non-navigator mode (i.e., without Loran-C).

For comparison with the Loran-C POD values , the two conventional VOR/DME
POD ’s may be averaged to yield a 68.4% POD on the first pass. In contrast ,
the Loran-C navigator increased the POD to 77.33% on the first pass. This is
very close to the desired 78.00%. The conventional flights indicate that 1.4
searches or 1.6 searches would be required to achieve the 78.00% POD depending
on whether flight 9 or 10 data is interpolated. It can be concluded , then ,
that the Loran-C increased search effectiveness by an average increase of 8.9~
POD on the first pass (77.3-68.4) or that the number of passes require d to
ach ieve 78.00% POD was reduced from 1.5 using conventional VOR/DME navigation
to 1.04 using the Loran-C navigator. This is a 31% reduction in the number
of searches required to achieve a 78.00% POD.

The execution of the creeping line pattern utilizing the Loran-C navigator
required the use of the set of parallel track features indicated on Figure 5.6(a).
Since there were 6 legs to be flown at 2.0 nm track spacing , 3 lef t  offsets
of 2 .0 nm, 6.0 nm and 10.0 nm arid 2 right offsets of 4.0 nm and 8.0 nm were
required. All the legs were 5.0 nm long. Th~ test procedure utilized by the
subjec t p ilots for the execution of the cree p ing li ne was to sel ect the ref-
erenced waypoints (W/P 4 and W/7 5) of the initial leg in the proper order and
to enter the requi red off~~t. This was performed at the end of each leg, and
on the average required approximately 10 seconds. The desired leg change and
appropriate offset input was always performed by the copilot . Concurrently,
the p i l o t would turn the a i rcraf t towards the next leg to be flown and once
tP.e required navigator entry sequence was completed , the p i l o t would resume
mon itoring CDI/DTW indications to intercept the desired track of next leg.

The incorporation of the Loran-C navigator does not seem to increase the
level of workload as an added fli ght instrument to the norma l crew ’ s cockpit
workload during the execution of the creeping line pattern . As previously
discussed the required manual input time to completely prepare for the next
leg was general ly  onl y 10 seconds. However , there were a few instances in
wh ich the crew became confused regarding which leg of the over-all creeping
l ine pattern they were on or the magn i tude of the offse t to be entered an d
whether a left or right offset was required . Thi s information was not provided
by the Loran-C nav igator , b it rather the crew was required to do the necessary
p l ann ing  an d come to a c~ ci;ion regarding whic h data was to be entered next
in the Loran-C navi gator.

During the SAR operational tests conducted in the Loran-C test program ,
every effort was made to simulate a real SAR mission and the corresponding
workloa d , however , the crew did not have to look for any targets and only one
type of creepinq line pattern was flown (one combination of W and 5). Never-
theless , a total of 5 blunders , all pilot initiated , were recorded during
the creeping line pattern tests . All of these blunders were considered minor
and judged to not have affected the overall SAR mi ssion performance. These
particular blunders are discussed in detail in Section 5.4 (Blunder Items 6,
7 , 8 , 9 and 16).
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The fact that minor blunders of this type we re committed was not surprising
since the SAR missions were deliberate ly flown pr io r  to the NAS flights in order
to provide additional Loran-C training and familiari ty . Also , it is important
to note that once these initial SAR flights were completed , the number of
blunders was significantly reduced during the NAS flights. This would be ex-
pected due to the norma l learning curve associated with the navigation task
being tested.

To summar ize , it is felt that the Loran-C navigator in its present config-
ura tion will be a valuable tool to the SAR crew in the execution of the creeping
Line patterns. However , it is also considered important that the addition of
programmable selected features to the Loran-C navigator could significantly
improve i ts effect iveness during SAR type missions. For example , the abi l i ty
to program any given Creeping Line pattern so that the pilot would simply have
to fly the indicated track would reduce pilot workload and consequently reduce
the chance for blunders. This would also eliminate the present requirement to
provide manual data entries at the end of each leg and consequently the SAR
crew would have considerably less workload and could concentrate on aircraft
safety and the primary objective of the mission , which is to find the target.

5.2 .2 Sector Searc h Pa ttern

The acceptability of the Loran-C navigator in assisting the SAR crew to
execu te a Sector Search Pattern was judged to be adequate . A total of four
sec tor search pa tterns were f lown , utilizin g the Loran-C navigator during the
SAR operational tests. The planned number of sector search patterns was six ,
but due to equipment and schedule problems , two of these were cancelled.
Al though the data sample was smaller than anticipated , the accurac y and re-
peatability of the Loran—C navigator tested allows substantial qualitative
conclusi ons.

The sector search testing included performing two sector search pattern s
without using the Loran—C navigator and relying solely on conventional DR
techni~ ues using a smoke flare to mark datum . The purpose of these two tests
was to obtain baseline data (SAR c o n v en t i on a 1 technique ) from which the sector
search patterns that were executed utilizing the Loran-C navigator could be
evaluated.

The sector search pattern consisted of flying 6 legs , each 4.0 nm long
through the datum and 5 cross-legs at a 30 ° central angle. The test procedure
was in itiated by the subject pilots for the execution of the sector search
pdttern by defining the datum as waypoint No. 7 (see Figure 5 .7a) .  The f i rs t
l eg of the sector search pat tern af ter  having  crosse d datum was def ine d by leg
(7-8). This first leg was defined to assure that all sector search patterns
wou l d be flown in the same d i rec t ion  an d thus be eva lua ted for repeatabil ity.
Once the firct leg was flown , the aircraft was turned clockwise to intercept
the beginning of the next leg. The new leg intercept was determined by mon-
itoring the bearing change s to waypoint 7 (datum ) on a new selected leg (from
present position (waypoint 0) to datum (waypoint 7)). During the turn to in-
t~ rcept the beginning of the next leg , the distance to waypoint indications
n the Loran-C navigator were aLo monitored to indicate interception of the

p r ’ )~ lp r leq length (2.0 mm) to the datum. Once the desired leg intercept was
af- fl omplished , a new leg (0-7) was defined . The aircra ft the proceeded “TO”
d~~~..an . when datum was passed , the remainde r of the leg (2.0 nm) was flown
~~‘ ?h~ ~P~~’ mode.
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F igure 5.7 Loran-C SAR Operationa l Tests
Sector Search Patterns (Actual Crosstrack)
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This procedure was utilized for the other legs of the sector search pattern .
The leg (0-7) was redefined at the beginning of each new leg. In all cases ,
when on the desired leg proceeding either “TO” or “FROM” datum waypoint , the
cross tr~(k devia tion and distance to waypoint indications of the Loran-C
navigator were followed for guidance purposes.

Figure 5.7 presents the actual tracks of all the sector search pattern s
flown in the Loran-C flight test p rogram. Figure 5.7 (a) through 5.7 (d) show
the pattern flown utilizing the Loran-C navigator. Fi gures 5.7 (e) and 5.7 (f)
present the two patterns flown that did not utilize the Loran-C navigator. The
shaded portion on each of the sector search pattern (Figure 5.7) represents the
area enclose d by the legs , and is provided as a visual aid. The required sector
searc h le gs form the per imete r of these sha ded areas .

An analysis of the data presented on Figure 5.7 provides several interesting
results . First , all sector search patterns flown using the Loran-C navigator
(Fi gures 5.7 a ,b ,c,d) were sufficiently close to the desired pattern. Second ,
the conventional sector search patterns (Figures 5.7 e,f) were muc h more erratic
( espec i a l l y  f) and did not provide adequately reliable search area coverage
(based on the two patterns available). Thirdly, a track or pattern acquisition
problem consistently occurred on the fi rct leg (090° heading outbound from the
datum) for both Loran-C (patterns b ,c ,d) and the conventional (patterns) flights.
Finally, a consistent bias occurred in the location of the datum for the Loran-C
flights. This bias was approximately 0.4 nm in a northerly direction and 0.2 nm
in an easterly direction .

The performance of the Loran-C navigator on the sector search mission was
acceptable since the route segments flown were sufficiently c lose to the desired
pa ttern exce pt for the 090° outbound leg previously noted. In addition , the
f ive  cross-legs were adequately spaced and the 30° central angle was acceptably
maintained to insure the desired probability of detection near the datum . The
bias previously discussed would not have affected the POD in the actual sector
search case since the datum would be marked by a smoke flare , the Loran-C
position updated and the datum precisely defined. Finally, compa red to the
con ventional pattern shown in Figure 5.7(e), the performance of the Loran-C
n av ig ato r was at leas t as good , and com pare d to the conventional pattern shown
in Figure 5.7(f), the Loran-C navigator demonstrated a significa nt improvement
i n coverage , reliability and repeatabilit y .

The sector search track or pattern acquisit ion problem previous ly mentioned
was un iqu e to thi s ex perime nt an d d i rectl y related to specif i ed proce dures.
However , it is interesting to investi gate the cause of the poor performance on
this initial leg since it definitely impacts desired sector search procedures
as wel l  as Loran -C ut i l izat ion. The sector search pattern degradation on this
leg was caused by pilot/crew blunder errors associated with the unique experi-
mental procedures. Three blunder errors were documented during the execution
of the sector search pattern utilizing the Loran-C navigator. All of these
b lunde rs affec ted , to some degree , the overall performance of the intiia l segment
of the sector search. These blunders are discussed in detail in Section 5.4
( B l u n d e r  Items 2 ,3 and 19). Two of these blunders can be seen in Figures 5.7 (c)
and 5.7 (d). The concerned area is the execution of the firs t cross-leg on each
of these two sector search patterns wh i ch caused a poor coverage of that particular
sector. These two blunder errors, which were pilot-initiated , are a byproduct of
a required fli ght test procedure to perform the sector search patterns. In
designing the sector search pattern an additional waypoint was added at the end
of the first leç~ ~2.0 nm after having crossed datum). The idea was that by in-
putting the waypoint all pilots would be forced to fly the sector search pattern

5-22



i n the same di rection , regardless of wind conditions , so that the resulting
tracks could be overlayed on successive flights and thus be evaluated for
repeatability . It was the use of this added waypoint which confused this
parti cular crew (subject pilots C & 0 alternated as pilot /copilot on both of
these flights). The crew performed their initial cross leg based on a bearing
to waypoint 8 (specially added) instead of the waypoint 7 (datum). In practice ,
onl y one waypoint (datum) is actually required by the Loran-C navi gator as a
data en try in order for the pilot to execute a SAR sector search pattern . The
other blunder error recorded was due to an equipment ma l function (see discussion
on blunder Item 19). Its effect can be observed on Figure 5.7(b), wh i le the crew
was attempting to perform the initial cross-leg of the sector search pattern .

Additional analysis of the four search patterns utilizing the Loran-C
navigator indicated what appeared to be a “bias ” on the Loran-C navigator.
Notice that in all cases , Figures 5 .7 (a) through 5.7 (d), the crossover point
of the actual tracks of al l legs flown is approximately 0.4 nm off i n a northerl y
di rection and 0.2 nm in an eas terl y di rection from the des i red datum coord i nates .
This can be more easily assessed by referring to Figure 5.8 which shows a
composite of all sector search patterns utilizing the Loran-C n a v i gator. Part
of this error could be due to an inaccuracy of the helipad coordinates (latitude/
longitude) which were used to update the Loran-C navigator prior to each SAR
fl i gh t. However , part of this error is obviously due to a bias generated by the
algorithm used to calculate latitude and longitude from the measured time
differences. This wi ll be discussed in detail in Section 5.5. Nevertheless ,
the repeatability of the Loran-C navigator is very well manifested , as can be
seen from Figure 5.8. In contrast, a composite (Figure 5.9) of sector search
patterns flown without utilizing the Loran-C navigator shows considerably
less effective coverage and a lack of repeatability . Although no attempt was
made to compute the probability of detection from all of the sector search
p rob lems flown , the resul ts thus presented indicate that a considerable improve-
ment in sector area coverage is feasible from the utilization of the Loran-C
nav i gator.

5.2 .3 Expan di ng Square Pa ttern

The Loran-C navigator demonstrated accurate ~nd repeatable performance in
the execution of the Expanding Square search pattern . A composite plot of
the actual aircraft tracks was presented in Figure 5.8 for the Expanding Square
search patterns. The Loran-C navigator allowed the subject pilots to accurately
execute the five Expanding Square Patterns flown in the SAR operat i onal tests .
The cockpit workload involved in the operation of the Loran-C navigator was
consi dered minimal. This workload reduction is attributable to the design of
the Loran-C navigator which incorporated operational features that simplify the
flying of the Expanding Square pattern . These features are : waypoint storage ,
automatic selection of legs and parallel track capabilities.

The procedure which all subject pilots utilized to perform the Expanding
Square pattern is described in the following paragraph . The subject pilots
entered the five waypoints in the desired sequence to define the first four
legs of the Expanding Square pattern prior to departure . The Loran-C navigator
woul d also be selected to the auto mode prior to pattern initiation which allows
for the automat ic change of leg whenever the particular “TO” waypoint is passed .
The pilot then flew the aircraft according to the Loran—C driven NFDI and .dis-
tance to waypoint indications . At the end of the fourth leg , the crew selected
the required 2.0 nm ri ght offset and then reselected (manually) the initial leg
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F igure 5.8 Loran-C SAR Operationa l Tests
Sector Search* and Expand i ng Square** Patterns
Actual Crosstrack Composite
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Figure 5.9 Loran-C SAR Operationd l Tests
Sector Search and Expandin g qudr c Patterns * Using only
VOR/D ME and Without Loran-C Ac tual f russtrack Composite
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( f i r s t  two waypoints of the Expanding Square pattern ). After this, a com p le te
set of four other legs (offsets) can be flown before having to perform another
data entry in the Loran -C navigator.

Due to this low data entry workload coupled with the accurate quidance
provided by the Loran-C navigator , the Expanding Square search patterns were
all within 0.4 mm of the desired track regardless of route segment direction
or orientation . A slight turn overshoot problem was experienced as each way-
poin t was passed , however , the magnitude and duration of this overshoot would
not adversely impact the probability of detection .

Ano ther result of the low workload was the fact that only one blunder
error was recorded during the five Expanding Square patterns. This error (see
Blunder Item 17 ) was not caused by the Loran-C navi gator bu t rather by the p i l o t
who init iated a left turn at the CSP of the Ex pandin g Square pat tern ra ther
than wai t ing for the f irst waypoint. The error was considered minor , since
copilot action immediately corrected it.

A detailed inspection of the composite plot of Figure 5.8 shows the actual
cross track composite of the Expanding Square pattern slightly offset from the
desired track in the northeasterly di rection . As previously discussed , a con-
tribution to this error was attributed to the Loran -C algorithm used. Note that
the magnitude of this “bias ” corresponds to that of the sector search pattern
compos ite plot . That is , the “bias ” is repeatable. Both of these composite
plots show an error of 0.4 nm in a northerly direction and 0.2 nm in an easterl y
direction . As a consequence whenever the aircraft is on the same relative
longitude but crossing lat i tudes , the error appears as an along track error.
But when crossing longitudes along a fi xed la t i tude  the er ror shows as a cross
track error.

Referring once again to Figure 5.8, it is informative to compare this plot
to the data presented in Figure 5.9. That is , Figure 5.9 shows two Expanding
Square patterns flown during the SAR test without utilizing the Loran-C navigator.
On the Loran-C compos i te, the requi red 2.0 nm track spacing is accurate ly main-
ta ined throughout the entire pattern for five flights. In contrast , the conven-
tional composite presented on Figure 5.9 shows large deviations from desire d
track , which exceed 1.0 nm in some port i ons.

To s umma ri ze , the overall flight test results of the Expanding Square
pattern tes ts show that the Loran -C navigator was a considerable aid to the SAR
crew in  the execution of these types of patterns. Not only did the Loran-C
navi ga tor p rov ide the pi lo t the capa b i l i t y  to f l y a nearly perfect pattern ,
bu t in so doing the pilot workload was held to a minimum. Therefore , the flight
crew cou l d concentrate on the primary objective of the SAR mission , which is to
look for the missing target.

Ininediately following the end of the sixth and last leg of the Expanding
Square Pattern the return enroute segment to the Cape May base was begun. Figure
5.10 shows a composite of the airc raft actual cross track wh ile on this segment,
which is approximately 23.0 mm . In all cases the aircraft converged accurate l .v
to the desired Cape May waypoint. A minor discrepancy noted on this segment
occurred when the pilot forgot to deselect the offset used in the execution of
the Expanding Square pattern . This occurred twice , but in both of these cases
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Figure 5.10 Lora n-C SAR Operation Tes ts
Return Enroute Segment (22.5 nm) after completion of
SAR mission. Actual Cross Track Composite
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the crew was able to detect the error and corrected it without major deviat ions
from the desire d track. The enroute segment was executed by selecting a leg
change on the Loran -C navigator from the present posit ion (0) to Cape May
waypoint (9) .  This is the type of route segment typical of returning to a land
based hospital subsequent to a successful rescue .

5.3 SURVE I LLANC E k..CURACY ANALYSIS

This section presents the results of the accura cy and repeatability testing
performed as substantiat ion of the Loran-C navigator ’ s applicability to the
Coast Guard Surveillance mission . As previously discussed in Section 4.3.2,
these tests consisted of evaluating the feasibility of the Loran-C navigator in
veri fying the location of various types of targets. The tests consisted of
performing a stabilized hover of 2 minutes durati on at each of the designated
targets while the Loran-C navigator indicated present position (latitude and
longitude ) was recorded. Due to safety considerations , the aircraft could not
b~~posi tione d directl y_over the ta~~et. But in all cases , it was visually
estimated that the aircraft was within 60 feet laterally in the same direction
and 70 feet vertically of the desired target at the time of the data readings.
The data taken over these locations was combined into Mean Position Error (F)
and Circular Error Probability (CEP) statistics.

Three types of targets were included during the surveillance and helic opter
hover mission -— three moored buoys at 16 , 52 and 90 foot depths , a lighthouse
approximately in the center of the De l aware Bay and a fix ed lan dmar k. The
survei l lance tests were f lown by updating the Loran-C navigator prior to each
flight at the Cape May helipad.

The results of the Surveillance tests indicate that the Loran-C navigator
i s an accura te operat i onal ai d i n perform i ng surve i l l ance  and enforc emen t type
mission. The Loran -C navigator provides the pilot the capabil i ty to determine
and define the target position using the helic opter present position at any
ti me in te rms of latitude/ longitude or time differences . Consequently, when the
desired location of a given target is required , the p i l o t onl y has to hover nea r
the designated target to know its position accurately . Test results using the
da ta recor ded in di cate the Loran-C n avi gator system teste d performed accura tel y
and repeatab ly in definition of the present position when flown over a designated
target.

Table 5.4a presents a quantifi cation of the Loran-C surveillance accuracy
test results.  This table presents the Mean Position Error , F , and CEP , hoth
i n  feet , for each of the targets indicated . In addit ion , T a b l e  5.4a summariz es
the r~~ult s of all the buoy data combIned as well as all targets combined. An
an alysis of these data reveals that the Mean Position Erro r of the targets ranges
from a mi n i mum of 245.9 feet (SIE VORTAC , Inland ) to a maximum of 1304.2 feet
(0.21 nm) at the Five Fathom Buoy . The data aggregation of all the targets
indicates a Mean Position Error of 734.8 feet (0.12 mm). The magnitude of these
errors falls well within the specified tolerances (0.250 nm) of the Loran-C
navigator. One of the peculiarities of the Loran-C navigator , observed an d
discussed thoroughly in pr~vious sections , is the capability to repeat position
data accurately. This is documented in Table 5.4a by examin i ng the C i r cu l a r

• Error Probabil i ty (CEP) computed for each of the targets. These CEP values
range from a minimum of 86.1 feet to a maximum of 129.6 feet.
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Table 5 .4a Loran -C Surveil lance Accuracy Test Mean Position Error and
Circular Error Probability (CEP) of all Targets

Mean CEP D i stance Da ta Anchor Approx.
P o s i t i o n  IP . t Chain DepthTarget Type Error ( feet) Offshore 

oin ~ Length
(feet) (mm)

F

Sea Isle Vortac 245.9 86.1~ 3% — 20
(Inland)

Buoy No. 8
(Atlantic Ocean) 575.4 l29.6~3% 2 18 180 ft 52 ft

Dea dman ’ s Shoul Buoy 815.6 90 .4 ÷3% 3 19 48 ft 16 ft
(Delaware Bay)

Brandywine Lighthouse 957.0 113.8±3% 7 20
(Delaware Bay)

Five Fathom Buoy 1 304.2 122.8÷3% 16 19 540 ft 90 ft
(Atlantic Ocean)

All Buoys 896.0 295 .9±3% — 56
(Combined)

All Targets 734.8 377.0±3% — 96
(Combined)

In terpretation of the results shown on Table 5.4a requires some explanation .
Basica l l y there are two types of numbers shown . Firs t , the mean an d CEP errors
for individual locations whether the location s are buoys , l ighthouses or VORTACs .
Second , the mean and CEP aggregate stat ist ics which represent the bounds of the
errors to be expected for the entire population of buoys or the entire population
of targets.

The way these two se ts of num bers shoul d be used i s as fol low s . Exam i n i n g
the buoy data , it can be seen that the average CEP is 114.3 ft~3% with a mean
of 896.0 ft. This implies that for any mission to locate a buoy , given the buoy
placemen t pos i t ion i n lat itude an d lon g i tude , the Loran-C navi gator will:

1) Provide guidance to th~ buoy within an 896.0 ft
mean position error in L/A

2) Once the buoy is located , the new buoy position can
be determined within a CEP of 114.3 ft~3% by hoveringover the buoy and recordin g Loran-C indicated L/x position

In addit i on , if it is desired to know the accuracy wi th which the Loran-C
navi gator can locate an entire group of buoys in a g i ven channel or for en tire
set of inlets , then the statisti cally aggregated CEP of 295.9 ft’3% should be
util ized. The mean error remains the same , 896.0 ft.
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Fi gure 5.11 presents the survei l lance data in another format . This fiqur~shows the CEP p lotted aaainst. the number of targets. Since one fixed l ocati r jr over
lan d (SIE VORTAC ) and one fixed location over water (Brandywine Lighthouse)
were surveyed , these two points were plotted at “1” . Similarly, three buoy s
were surveyed and resulted in a CEP of 295.9 ft. Finally, all fi ve targe ts
are aggregated and plotted at 377 ft. The trend of this curve is clear and
as expected. That is , as the number of targets increases , the CEP approaches
an asymptotic or limiting value. The best approximation to this limit obtained
from the Loran-C flight testing was the 377 ft CEP.

A final comment regarding the numbers in Table 5 .4a is  that when the CEP’ s
for aggregated data (all buoys or all targets) are examined it can be seen that
the large variation in mean position ~rror i s transformed i nto an increase d
CEP . This was also shown to be the case when aggregating route segment statistics
into overall enroute statisti cs in Table 5.3.

To sumarize , if a known charted location is to be checked using the Loran—C
then the CEP of the data taken wi l l  be accurate within ~l14 .3 ft~ 3~ . However ,
if a family of objects are to be located trw achieveable CEP should be on the
order of 377.0 ft~ 3~ .

600 -

500
C-
U

400 —

Number of Targets

Figure 5.11 CEP Vari ation with Number of Targets
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It should be notf~d at this t ime t h o t o nly  erie data f l ight for survei l lance
purposes was flown per pilot compared t o  the t n r oe  originally planned. This
wa due to one aborted mission and subsequent flight scheduling conflicts.
Consequently, the surve illance data samples on each target were limited to
approximately 20 readings. However , considering the accuracy and repeatability
noted , the result~, and conclusions of the surveillance tests will not be
impa ired by the reduced data samp le.

One aspect of the survei l lance tests requiring documentation concerns
the possible contribution of errors from known sources. One of these was the
difficulty in defining the precise Cape May helipad coordinates (latitude/
longitude ) from which the 1.oran-C navigator could be updated prior to each flight
during the surveillance testing. It is estimated that the referenced update
used (Cape May hel ipad: 038° 56.63 ’  N , 074° 52 .95 W ) was accurate wi th in ~2OO
feet. A second factor which contributes additional error is the buoy setting
accuracy (placement of the anchor). A third factor contributing buoy position
errors is the fact that buoys are on moorings which a l low considerable movement
around the anchor depending on chain length , wind and current. This was the
reason for indicating anchor chain length in Table 5.4a . A fourth error is the
definition of the actual target location . Except for the Sea Isle Vortac with
a location which was geographically defined , all other locations were derived
f -nm topographi cal map s w ith a reso lut ion of one i nch to one naut ical mile in
latitude . Consequently, an error of ~75 feet in defining the actual target
coor di na tes woul d not be too lar ge to ex pect , discounting the accuracy of the
markings on the map itself. A final accuracy conside ration was the fact that
the aircraft was not hovered directly over the target. As can be seen , there
is a small accuracy problem , usua lly negligible on other test work. However ,
because of the extreme accuracy require d of the results of the surveillance
tests where the over-all accuracy of all targets was 734.8 feet (Mean Position
Error),these error contributions could . be significant.

Figure 5.12 shows a pictorial presentation of the Mean Position Error and
Circular Error Probability (CEP) of the surveillance data presented in Table 5.3.
This presentation allow s the assessment of the relative direction of the
Mean Position Error with respect to the target ’s actual position. The pi ctorial
presentation consists of a total of 7 plots , Figure 5.12(a) through (g). An
inspection of these plots immediately reveals that in all cases , the magnitude
of the Mean Position Error is largely at tr ibutable to an error in the latitude
direction. In fact , the error in latitude is often nearly twice that of
longitude . A suspected reason for this may be the inaccuracy inherent in the
information from whic t the tested target location s were defined.

The fact that the Sea Isle Vortac (Figure 5.12(c) had negligible longi-
tudi nal error and the smalles t latitude error , 237 feet) may be accounted for
by the accurac y of its loca tion , which was determined f rom geographical (surveyed)
references , an d which was not dependent on anchor setting, cha in  len gth or w i nd .
In contrast , the location of the remaining targets were defined using markings
on the NOS Loran-C charts . The south latitude direction of the 237 feet latitude
position error of the Sea Isle Vortac is probably a result of the combined effects
of a possible maximum error of 200 feet in the Cape May helipad location and the
inaccur acy of visual approximation to hovering within 60 feet of the desired
target. The surveillance data obtained during these tests indicated that the
Loran-C nav igator approaches the accuracy involved in defining the physical
location to be flown .
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Another interesting coninent about these plots is the consistency of the
Mean Indicated Position of all the buoys in a direction slightly southwest of
the actual targets. In contrast, both of the fixed targets, Sea Isle Vortac
and the Brandywine Lighthouse , show a Mean Indicated Position in a direction
due southeast of the respective actual locations.

Figure 5.13 is presented to show the expected accuracy of the Loran-C
navigator without making use of the position update capability . Throughout
the Loran-C fl ight test program, and prior to each data flight , the aircraft
was positioned over the Cape May helipad and its indicated Loran-C present
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Figure 5.13 loran-C Surveillance Accuracy, Mean Position Error and
Circular Error Probability (CEP) of Cape May (helipad )
with No Correction (update)



position recorded. A total of 23 data readings were recorded. Fi9ure 5.13
shows a significantly large Mean Position Error (2319 feet, 04. nm) which
appears to be solely a function of longitud inal direction . The repeatability
of the data is indi cated by the reduced magnitude of the CEP (118.17 feet).
These results then compared to the data from Table 5.3 and Figure 5.11
definitely indi cate the quantitative improvement in accuracy whenever the
Loran-C functional update capabilities are used. Consequently, for the Sur-
veillance and Enforcement type missions , where the determination of position
accuracy is considered essential, the Loran-C navigator should be updated prior
to each flight for maximum accuracy.

Reviewing the over-all results of the surveillance tests it is concluded
that the Loran-C navigator in its present configuration , and whenever its
present indicated position had been previously updated , provides the pilot the
ability to accurately define the location of any given target.

5.4 BL UNDER ANALYSIS

The purpose of this section is to present the data obtained duri ng the
Loran-C flight test program regarding the number, frequency, type and description
of blunder error data recorded. The intended use of this analysis was to de-
fine human factor elements of the prototype Loran-C unit to benefit production
versions. The primary source of these data was the flight l ogs from the cockpit
observer. These logs were substantiated by close scrutiny of the EAIR radar
tracking plots in order to assess signifi cant airspace deviations , if any,
from the desired track caused by the observed errors. Of the 14 data flights
flown by the six subject pilots using the Loran-C navigator , a total of 21
blunders were recorded. However, only 7 of these b1~nders were seri ous enou gh
to have caused either a violation of AC 90-45A limits during the NAS testing
portion or affected the overall mission performance of a particular SAR pattern.

It should be re-emphasized at this point that there was no special effort
to select subject pilots for the flight test wi th either a Loran-C background
or previous digital computer interface experience. Rather, the pool of USCG
operational rotary wing pilots was used. Also , an objective of the test pro-
gram was to obtain blunder and learning curve data of this type for feedback
to the USCG and the Loran-C manufacturer to use in the improvement of the pro-
totype prior to production of a large number of Loran-C units .

At the end of this section a detailed discussion of each blunder error
recorded is presented for documentation purposes as well as for reference
throughout this text. The blunder error discussion Is itemized one (1)
through twenty-one (21). Each blunder discussion presented has the same format
as follows : The type of error , test type (SAR or NAS), part of the flight
where the error took place , tes t number and a yes/no asse ssmen t of whether
or not the SAR mission was affected by the observed error or the AC 90-45A
l imits we re v iol ated (NAS).

Before analyzing the recorded i.~1unde r data, Tables 5.5 through 5.6 are
presented to suninarize the types and frequency of the blunder errors recorded.
Table 5.5 classifies the types of errors by category, by the number of errors
for each mission and by mission type. Analysis of these data indicates that
of the 21 total errors recorded , 18 were a result of pilot-initiated errors
and the remainIng 3 were due to an equipment (Loran-C navigator) malfunction.
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Table 5.5 Blunder Error Count By Type and Number for Each Mission

0 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

TYPES OF ERRORS NUMBER OF MISSION
_______________________________ TIMES SAR NAS

Pilot-Initiated Blunders

Wrong Leg Selected 5 4 1
Overshoot 4 2 2
Wrong Offset Input 3 2 1
Forgot to Deselect Offsets 2 2
Wrong Waypoint Input 1 1
Steering HorIzontal 1 1
Turned to Wrong Heading 1 1
In-Flight Re-Acquiring of Loran-C 1 1

SUBTOTALS 18 13

Equipment-Initiated Blunders

Rejected Leg Change 1 1
Rejected Offset Input 1 1
Receiver in Energy Track 1 1

SUBTOTALS 3 2 
—

TOTALS 21 15 6

Table 5.5a Blunder Error Count by Pilot For SAR Flights

SAR FLIGHT SUBJECT PILOTS TOTALS1
PHASE K fl ~ 

r~ _ _ _

ENR 1 0 2 1 1 * 5
CL 1 2 0 0 2 * 5
SS 0 0 1 1 * * 2

Square 1 0 0 0 0 * I

TOTALS 3 2 3 2 3 — 13
*Was not 1T~~

Table 5.6 Blunder Error Count By Pilot For NAS Flights

~AS FLIGHT SUBJECT PILOTS TOTALS
PHASE 1 r T~ ! r 

_ _ _

ENR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
SID 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
STAR 0 0 0 1 1 1 3

Approach 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
TOTALS 0 0 0 1 1 3 5
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There were four types of errors that were repeated at least twice . The
most prevalent was the wrong selection ofleg-change (5 times); followed
by overshoot of waypoints (4 times); the wrong input of offsets (3 times);
and finally, forgetting to deselect a previously entered offset (2 times);
These four different categories of errors account for nearly 70% of the total
errors recorded (all pilot-initiated) during the Loran-C flight test program.
Of all of the pilot-initiated errors (18), 13 of these occurred during the
SAR testing (5 data fl ights) and 5 during the NAS testing portion (7 flights).

A detailed analysis of the 18 blunders (pilot-initiated) reveals that
only 5 errors (SAR (2); NAS (3)) actually were serious enough to affect the
mission (SARi or airspace requi red (NAS). The 2 errors recorded during the
SAR tests were almost identical and were concerned wi th the execution of the
first cross-leg of the sector search pattern. (See blunder Items 2 and 3).
The other 3 errors (NAS) were due to turn overshoot, wrong offset input and
in-flight re-acquiring of Loran-C, respectively. The latter two errors were
considered most serious. On the first one, (blunder Item 12) the crew selected
a 3.0 nm left-offset instead of a 3.0 nm right-offset. The cockpit observer
had to call the error to the pilot s attention in order to salvage valid flight
test results . This type of error could have resulted in a traffic conflict
if under real ATC operating procedures in a busy terminal area. The second
error (blunder Item 18) was produced as a result of lack of training procedures
in re-acquiring use of Loran-C following a five minute period that the Loran-C
master station was off the air. As a result, protected ai rspace limits were
violated and the pilot had no option but to cancel the RNAV approach clearance
and revert to VOR/DME (conventional) navigation mode.

Additional analysis of Table 5.5 indicates that out of 3 recorded equip-
ment-initiated errors, two (2) resulted in actual deviation of the intended
flight profile. One of these occurred during the SAR tests (sector search
blunder item 9) where the crew could not make the Loran-C navigator accept a
required leg change. This occurred while in the Time/Brg display select mode
required to complete the first cross-leg of the sector search pattern. The
other error occurred during a NAS flight (blunder Item 21) causing the aircraft
to exceed AC 90-45A limi ts. This error, unknown to the flight crew, was
caused by the Loran-C receiver operating In energy track (dead-reckoning mode)
as a result of temporary loss of signal by the receiver. This particular type
of discrepancy may be expected to occur in actual Loran-C navi gator operations.

Tables 5.5a and 5.6 each present a distribution of all the blunde r errors
recorded, by subject pilot for SAR and NAS flights , respecti vely. A most
interesting aspect upon comparing the blunder errors on Tables 5.5a and 5.6,
Is the drastic reduction of blunder errors recorded during the NAS test phase
(5 errors in 6 flights ) versus the SAR testing portion (13 errors in 5 flights).
The primary reason for this is that inall.cases the SAR fli ghts preceded the
NAS flights , and consequently the pilots had acquired considerabl e experience
and training in operating the Loran-C navigator. The SAR flights provided the
crew the opportunity to exercise nearly all the functions provided by the
Loran-C nav igator and in less time due to the shorter legs flown . As a result ,
the NAS blunders were signifi cantly reduced.

The definition of a subject pilot learning curve applicable to the utili-
zation of the Loran-C navigator is not possible because of the low samples of
fl ights for each subject (generally only 2 flights). However, a visual
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0 inspectIon of the total blunder error data per subject pilot , as shown in
Table 5.6, indicates that on the average all pilots had the same rate of
errors (2.6) in their initia l data flight of the Loran-C flight test program.
These results, further substantiated by the drastic reduction of blunder
errors coninitted by the subject pilots on their second flight (average of 1
error per flight), illustrates a satisfactory learning process.

Following Is the detailed discussion of each of the blunder errors
which occurred on the data flights of the Loran-C flight test program.

1. TYPE OF ERROR : Wrong Leg Selected
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Enroute, Test No. 3
MISSION AFFECTED: No
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS: N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.8)

After completion of the sector search pattern, leg change from present
position (0) to a designated waypoint on sector search (8) was selected
instead of leg change from present position (0) to CSP of an expanding square
(1). Initial CDI indi cations were to fly-right, which the pilot imediately
followed, but the copilot caught the error very quickly, mainly because he
was expecting a CDI fly-left indi cation. By the time the aircraft was turned
around it was approximately 1.4 nm right of desired track (end of sector
search to CSP of expanding square). The proper leg change selection was made
almost at the conclusion of the turn.

2. TYPE OF ERROR : Wrong Leg Selected
TEST: SAR
WHERE: Sector Search, Test No. 7
MISSION AFFECTED: Yes
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS: N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.7(c))

First cross-leg of sector search was executed on a bearing of 317° to
waypolnt (2nd waypoint of initial leg) instead of on a bearing of 300°
but to waypoint 7 (datum) as a pre-established flight test procedure. Pilot
noticed error when about 1.0 nm to datum. Re-selected leg change 0 to 7 at
an airplane heading of 300°. Consequently, no adequate coverage on the de-
sired sector search pattern resulted from the first cross-leg flown on this
specific flight.

3. TYPE OF ERROR: Wrong Leg Selected
TEST: SAR
WHERE Sector Search, Test No. 8
MISSION AFFECTED: Yes
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS: N/A

Description of Error: (Reference FIgure 5.7(d))

Error very sfmilar to the one just described (blunder Item 2, Test No. 7).
The same improper procedures were utilized on both of these flights In the
execution of the first cross-leg of the sector search pattern. Both of these
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flights were flown utilizing the same crew (subjects C and 0) but alternating
pilot/copi lot on each one of them. Incidentally, this crew was told of this
particular error coninitted during the post-flight debriefing of Test No. 7.

4. TYPE OF ERROR : Wrong Leg Selected
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Enroute , Test No. 13
MISSION AFFECTED: No
EXCEEDED AC 9O-45A LIMITS: N/A

Description of Error

Crew selected the initial enroute segment (leg change ) of the flig ht from
Cape May (W/P 9) to the CSP of the expanding square (W/P 1) instead of to the
CSP of the creeping line (W/P 4) pattern. This particular error was not caught
by the test crew, rather, the observer had to mention it in order to acquire
the desired data. Time elapsed before the observer told the crew of the error
was approximately 3 minutes. The reason that the CSP of the expanding square
was selected was that it was listed as the No. 1 waypoint on the flight card vs
the CSP of the creeping line where it is designated as the No. 4 waypoint.
Before the observer told the crew of the error, he asked where they were
proceeding to. The answer was “To execute the creeping line pattern”. It is
conceivable that an error of this type could have a significant adverse effect
under actual operational conditions in a real SAR environment. Therefore,
definite operational procedures concerning the proper designation of waypoints
in the proper order in whi ch they are to be entered and the recal l order by the
crew should be developed and discussed throughly in the Loran-C navigator
flight manual or user handbook and/or during pre-flight SAR operating procedures.

5. TYPE OF ERROR : Wrong Leg Selected
TEST: NAS
WHERE : STAR, Test No. 14
MISSION AFFECTED: N/A
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS: No

Description of Error (Reference Figure 5.5)

The crew had been given an Impromptu route change clearance by the
observer at 3.0 nm to GOLF in the V-G segment, as follows:

“Maintain Present Heading Past GOLF Waypoint to Intercept,
a 3.0 nm Left Offset on Base Leg”.

At the time of the clearance the Loran-C navigator was being operated in the
AUTO mode (automatic leg change at waypoint passage). The aircraft arri ved
at GOLF waypoint on a previously selected leg, VICTOR (1) to GOLF (2) and
the navigator automatically changed to a new leg, GOLF (2) to HOTEL (3),
because the pilot had left the Loran-C navigator in the AUTO mode. What was
expected of the crew was to re-select the MANUAL mode, so that the Loran-C
navigator would still retain the leg VICTOR (1) to GOLF (2) and could provide
psoitive navigation guidance. As a result of the automatic leg change, dead-
reckoning navigation had to be used to intercept the desired 3.0 nm left
offset track. This was executed by selecting the 3.0 nm left offset after the
automatic leg change (2-3) took place. The pilot kept the same heading until
the CDI IndIcati ons (±0.5 nm full scale) began to Indicate the proximity of
the desired track (offset), at which time a turn was initIated.
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6. TYPE OF ERROR : Overshoot
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Creeping Line , Test No. 3
MISSION AFFECTED : No
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS: N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.6(a)

The CSP (Waypoint No. 4) of the creeping line pattern was overshot by
approximately 1.0 nm. The overshoot caused the aircraft to be 1.2 nm right
of desired track during the coninencement of the initial creeping line leg.
The Loran-C navigator was operated in the MANUAL mode during this period .
Contributing factors to the overshoot may have been a combination of the
following : First, the crew was distracted from their primary objective
which was to get to the desired CSP by reviewing different methods of off-
set entry. In addition , the pilot ’s instrument panel does not have a readout
of Distance-To—Waypoint (DTW). The only two ways that the crew could sense
waypoint passage was by monitoring the digital readout display of DTW as
provided by the Loran-C navigator (only if the particular selector mode has
been pre-selected) or to monitor the TO/FROM flag switchover of a course
indi cator located in the lower center left of the pilot ’s instrument panel .

7. TYPE OF ERROR: Overshoot
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Creeping Line , Test No. 6
MISSION AFFECTED: No
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS: N/A

Descripti on of Error: (Reference Figure 5.6(a))

The CSP (Waypoint No. 4) of the creeping line pattern was overshot by
approximately 1.0 nm. The reason for the overshoot was that the copilot
entered waypoint data when the ai rcraft was known to be relatively close to
the CSP waypoint. The copilot was doing waypoint entry for waypoints not
imediately required for navigation . By the time the copilot finished these
waypolnt entries, and the display selector was switched to DTW/CTD mode, the
aircraft was on the desired track but approximately 1.0 nm past the waypoint.
The pilot then turned right (2700) to minimize the resultant error and there-
fore increased the SAR pattern coverage/effectiveness.

8. TYPE OF ERROR: Overshoot
TEST: NAS
WHERE : Approach , Test No. 19
MISSION AFfECTED: N/A
EXCEEDED AC 9O-45A LIMITS Yes

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.4(c))

The Initial Approach Fix (IAF waypoint HOTEL) of the final approach
segment to NAFEC R/W 04 was overshot by 0.8 nm. The Loran-C navigator was
operated in the leg-change AUTO mode. Upon crossing the HOTEL waypoint , the
automatic leg change occurred (HOTEL (3)) to INDIA (4) but the crew did not
notice it until 0.8 nm past HOTEL waypoint. The crew became aware of the
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overshoot because of the increasing CDI fly-left indications while maintaining
the same track heading of the previous selected leg (GOLF-HOTEL). Once the
error was discovered , the pilot initiated a 900 left turn and began correcting
the overshoot using the CDI. The violation of AC 90-45A accuracy limits
was marg inal , 0.8 nm instead of 0.6 nm limits , but significant.

9. TYPE OF ERROR : Overshoot
TEST: NAS
WHERE : SID, Test No. 19
MISSiON AFFECTED: N/A
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS: No.

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.2)

The SIERRA waypoint of the ATLANTIC CITY ONE RNAV DEPARTURE (SID) was
overshot by approximately 1.5 nm. The copilot began monitoring of the Loran-C
navigator DTW display to waypoint SIERRA at about 1.5 nm prior to waypoint
intersection so that he could signal the pilot to begin the desired right turn
towards the next waypoint (VICTOR). The copilot did not notice SIERRA waypoint
passage , until approximately 1.3 nm “FROM ” it. He became aware of error when
he fi rst realized that DTW display numbers were increasing rather than de-
creasing . Error correction ininediately followed. The Loran-C navi gator was
operated at this time in the MANUAL mode, primari ly because of the requirement
to do a leg change at SIERRA (8) to VICTOR (1) where if the automatic mode
had been selected it would provide undesired leg change SIERRA (8) to CAPE MAY
(9) because of the established numerical sequence of stored waypoints.

10. TYPE OF ERROR : Wrong Offset Input
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Creeping Line , Test No. 6
MISSION AFFECTED: No
EXCEEDED AC 9O-45A LIMITS: N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.6(a))

Forgot to set the L/L-TD swi tch to TD, while entering a 4.0 nm right off-
set (third leg of creeping line pattern). The Loran-C navigator operator’s
manual (Reference 6) explicitly defines that parallel track Input procedures
requires the selection of the L/L-TD switch to the ID position . The publishe d
parallel track input procedure is as follows: While in OPERATE mode set
display to DSRTK/TKE m ode and set L/L-TD switch to ID, depress CLR and GRI keys,
then proceed to enter desired offsets In keyboard and finally depress INSERT.
It is evident that the numerous required steps to select an offset in the
present Loran-C navigator configuration resulted in the omission of the ID step.
Although the 4.0 nm right offset was improperly entered, It was accepted by the
Loran-C navigator. The WARN light indicator remained off during the offset
entry period as well as during the actual use of it by the crew. The observer
caught the error and then requested the crew repeat the exact procedures used
for the 4.0 nm right offset for next offsets (6L1 9R and lOL). The results
were as before. The Loran-C system was capable of accepting offset entry
wi thout having to select the 1/1-ID switch to the ID position . No navigation
error effects were noticed during the execution of the offsets or thereafter by
utilizing this procedure used in the selection of the 4.0 nm right offset.
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11 . TYPE OF ERROR : Wrong Offset Input
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Creeping Line , Test No. 13
MISSION AFFECTED: No
EXCEEDED AC 9O-45A LIMITS : N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.6(a))

Entered a 2.0 nm right offset instead of a 2.0 nm left offset, as required
~o perform second leg of creeping line pattern . The aircraft was being flown
(dead reckoning) in the transition segment between the end of the first leg
and the beginning of the second leg of the creeping line pattern. The crew
became aware of the error because as the aircraft was being flown in the
direction of the second leg , the CDI indications showed a pegged (0.5 nm)
needle (fly-right) instead of the expected fly-left and secondly, an increasing
value (nm) on the DTW readout , instead of decreasing to the 5.0 nm (DTW) which
would signify the interception of the second leg (2.0 nm left offset). The
copilot rechecked the offset entered and veri fied the error, which was ime-
diately corrected, but not before the aircraft had overshot the inbound turn
by 0.5 nm .

12. TYPE OF ERROR: Wrong Offset Input
TEST: NAS
WHERE : STAR , Test No. 19
MISSION AFFECTED : N/A
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS : Yes

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.5)

Entered a 3.0 nm left offset instead of the 3.0 nm right offset requested
by the impromptu route change clearance. The crew did not suspect the error
or even question their present navigation status during the period (2 minutes)
in wh i ch they actually followed a constant fly-left CDI indication (needle
pegged, 0.5 nm) at a course intercept angle of 45°. The observer had to tell
crew of the error, which was finally corrected at a maximum deviation from
desired offset track of 2.0 nm. It is evident that an error of this type
could have caused a traffic confl i ct under real operating conditions in a busy
terminal area.

13. TYPE OF ERROR : Forgot to Deselect Offset
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Enroute, Test No. 7
MISSION AFFECTED: No
EXCEEDED AC 9O-~45A LIMITS : N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.10)

The return enroute leg from the end of the expanding square pattern to
CAPE MAY waypoint (base) was input while still using the 2.0 nm right offset
used in the execution of the expanding square pattern whi ch had not been
deselected. The copilot caught the error 30 seconds after the Direct-To
enroute leg change entry and corrected it. No major discrepancies were noted.
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14. TYPE OF ERROR: Forgot to Deselect Offset
TEST : SAR
WHERE : Enroute , Test No. 8
MISSION AFFECTED: No
EXCEEDED AC 9O-45A LIMITS : N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.10)

Same as described on blunder Item No. 13 , except the error was detected
by pi l ot. The pilot desired to maintain the same aircraft heading as that of
the last leg of the expanding square pattern . The copilot was slow in removing
offset. As a consequence of lateness (1 minute ) in removing offset from the
time it was discovered , the actual aircraft position had deviated approximately
1.0 nm to the righ t of desired track (enroute leg) once desired Loran-C naviga-
tion was resumed.

15. TYPE OF ERROR: Wrong Waypoint Input
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Enroute, Test No. 7
MISSION AFFECTED : No
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS : N/A

Description of Error:

During pre-flight waypoint entry , the CSP waypoint (No. 1 of the expanding
square pattern) was input incorrectly. This error was characteri zed by trans-
posing two numbers of the longitude of the particular waypoint. Instead of
selecting longitude 074° 25.28’, it was selected 074° 52.28 ’ . The copilot
performed all waypoint entries and operated the overall functions of the
Loran-C navigator. The copilot usually checked all of his waypoint entries ,
but still did not discover the error. However, after selection of leg change
(end of sector search to the CSP, Waypoint No. 1 of the expanding square), the
crew became aware of an error because of a DTW readout of 24.0 nm instead of
the expected 9.0 nm , as specified in the pre-flight briefing. The copilot
cross-checked the desired waypoint entry versus the ones previously entered in
the Loran-C navigator and upon finding the error, corrected it. Time elapsed
during the troubleshooting error/correcting procedure was 30 seconds. No
deviations from desired cross track were noted , mainly because the pilot turned
the aircraft to a northbound heading (360°) which he knew from the pre-flight
briefing was the desired heading.

16. TYPE OF ERROR: Steering Horizontal
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Creeping Line , Test No. 13
MISSION AFFECTED : No
EXCEEDED AC 9O-45A LIMITS: N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.6(a))

After turning at the desired CSP (Waypoint No. 4) of the creeping line
pattern ,the pilot did not follow the CDI fly-left indications to intercept the
desired track of the first leg of the search pattern . The maximum CDI fly-left
indication was 0.8 nm (aircraft right of desired track) corresponding to an
along track distance of 2.0 nm past the CSP and on the first leg of the
creeping line pattern. After this short period (2.0 nm) of inaccurate aircraft
steering , the pi lot proceeded to intercept and then maintain the desired track
as the CDI needle deflections indi cated.
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17. TYPE OF ERROR: Turned to Wrong Heading
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Expanding Square , Test No. 3
MISSION AFFECTED : No
EXCEEDED AC 9O-45A LIMITS : N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.8)

The ai rcraft was flown to the desired CSP (Waypoint No. 1) of the expanding
square pattern in the Loran-C navigator AUTO mode (automatic leg change at way-
point passage). However, the AUTO mode feature did not work , and while the
copilot was manually selecting the desired leg change (W/P 1 to W/P 2), the
pi lot suddenly turned the aircraft to the left at the W/P 1 (CSP) crossover.
The copilot told the pilot to maintain previous heading and that the turn to
the left was not required unti ll arrival at waypoint 2. The pilot turned the
aircraft to the proper heading and resumed following normal navigation .

18. TYPE OF ERROR : In-Flight Re-Acquiring of Loran-C
TEST: NAS
WHERE : STAR , Test No. 20
MISSION AFFECTED: N/A
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS: Yes

Description of Error: (Reference Figu re 5.3)

Following a five minute period that the Loran-C master station was off
the air , the crew could not re-acquire Loran-C navigation . The crew failed
(during their various troubleshooting attempts) to re—enter approximate present
position(wi thin 100 nm) as required for the in-flight re-initialization of the
Loran-C navigator. The Loran-C master station went off the air in the initial
segment of the NAFEC ONE RNAV SOUTH ARRIVAL (VICTOR to GOLF waypoints).

When the Loran-C master station went off the air , the Loran-C navigator
WARN advisory indicator lighted continuously , and at the same time the CDI
indicated a full fli ght-ri ght indication which the pilot followed , thereby a
total cross track deviation of 2.0 nm to the right of desired track occurred
as shown on Figure 5.3. At this time the pi lot abandoned chasing the CDI needle
and initiated a 45° intercept (dead-reckoning ) towards the route segment (V-G).
The pilo t maintained this heading for approximately 5 minutes at which time the
crew decided to abort the Loran-C test and contacted ACY Approach Control to
cance l the RNAV approach.

19. TYPE OF ERROR: Equipment (Rejected Leg Change)
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Sector Search, Test No. 6
MISSION AFFECTED: Yes
EXCEEDED AC 9O-45A LIMITS : N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.7(b))

The crew could not make the Loran-C navigator accept a leg change from
present position (0) to the sector search datum waypoint (7) at the completion
of the first cross leg of the sector search pattern. The Loran-C navi gator
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display selector was , at this time , in the Time/Brg position since the crew
was monitoring bearing changes for waypoint 7 in order to enter leg change
(0 to 7) at the required bearing intercept. The copilot tried severa l times
to enter the leg change 0 to 7 but each time was unsuccessful. Finally, the
display selector mode switch was rotated back and forth several times and
stopped at the CTD/DTW position . The leg change was then accepted by the
Loran-C navigator.

While the copilot was troubleshooting the system anomaly, the pilot pro-
ceeded to turn the aircraft inbound towards the datum (Waypoint No. 7) using
deadreckoning. Once the leg change entry was achieved , the pilot began to
intercept the desired track heading by following norma l Loran-C navigation .
The copilot then selected the time/brg position on the display selector and
the pilot began correcting aircraft heading in search of a bearing of 3000
from the datum for the desired cross leg change. Once the 3000 bearing was
intercepted , the pilot began to turn the aircraft towards the datum at the
same time the copilot selected the new leg change (0-7). Due to the proximity
of the aircraft to the datum (0.3 nm) at the time of the last leg change it
is possible that this may be the reason that the second cross leg is farther
to the north instead of the desired northwest (300°).

20. TYPE OF ERROR: Equipment (Rejected Offset Input)
TEST: SAR
WHERE : Creeping Line , Test No. 8
MISSION AFFECTED: No
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS : N/A

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.6(a))

Three attempts were required by the crew for the Loran-C navigator to
accept a 6.0 nm left offset input required for the execution of the fourth
leg of the creeping line pattern . On the first attempt the Loran-C navigator
removed the previously entered 4.0 nm right offset which was utilized for the
creeping line pattern third leg. The Loran-C navigator DTW/CTD displays would
show accurate navigation indications but •referenced to the basic leg (initial)
from which the offsets were to be referenced. The WARN advisory indicator light
was off during this period . No direct impact to the overall performance of
the SAR mission resulted mainly because the crew was able to detect the system
anomaly and the pilot maintained aircraft heading. Nevertheless , a 1.0 nm
overshoot of the fourth leg resulted before the crew could turn the aircraft
to the desired track , once normal Loran-C navigation was resumed.

21. TYPE OF ERROR: Equipment (Loran-C Receiver inEnergy Track)
TEST: NAS
WHERE : STAR, Test No.
MISSION AFFECTED : N/A
EXCEEDED AC 90-45A LIMITS : Yes

Description of Error: (Reference Figure 5.3)

As a result of a temporary loss of signal by the Loran-C receiver (unknown
to the flight crew) the receiver went into a dead-reckoning mode (energy track)
for derivation of the pertinent navigation information . This particular dis-
crepancy occurred while on the STAR portion (V-G) of this flight and caused the
aircraft to exceed AC 9O-45A limi ts. This discrepancy severely affected the
ability of the Loran-C receiver to provide accurate navigation information in
reference to the desired track. Maximum aircraft cross track deviation from
desired track was 1.6 nm for an along track period of 10 nm (approximately
5 minutes).
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5.5 PROTOTYPE LORAN-C NAV IGATOR EQUIPMENT PROBLEMS

This section suninarizes operationally significant problems encountered
during the performance of the Loran-C navigator flight test program. Equip-
ment problems discussed include Loran-C hardware/software problems, display
type and location problems , leg change or waypoint sequencing problems ,
input workload problems and Loran-C bias data.

Section 5.5.1 sun~narizes each of these problems from the viewpoint ofwhat was wrong and why it was wrong. In addition , an example of the impact
of each problem is provi ded.

Section 5.5.2 provides reco.m andations regarding what could be done to
alleviate or reduce the occurrence of these problems.

5.5.1 Operational Deficiencies of the Loran-C Navigator System

1. Inadequate Waypoint Passage Indications

Problem Suninat~y - The To/From flag dri ven by the Loran-C
navigator was located on a display outside the primary
scan pattern of the pilot .

Discus sion

The test aircraft was instrumented with a Course Indicator display
(ID-35l) located in the bottom center of the front instrument panel. The
course indicator di splay allowed the pilot to determine when a particular
waypoint was reached by monitoring the TO/FROM flag. However, the course
indi cator was seldom used by the pilot to detect waypoint passage. Al ter-
natively, the DTW digital display of the Loran-C navigator was used to determine
the waypoint passage. The reason for this was the poor location of the
course indi cator which was not in the pilot ’s primary scan of the navigational
flight instruments.

On a typical flight the pi lot would concentrate on correcting the air-
craft cross track deviation as shown on the Navigator Flight Director Indicator
which did not include a TO/FROM flag. The copilot monitored (heads down) the
Loran-C navi gator distance to waypoint (DTW) display and called out pertinent
readouts to the pilot. This procedure resulted in an increase in cockpit
workload whenever the aircraft was approaching a waypoint. In addition , several
overshoots of waypoints occurred In the NAS and SAR testing because either the
copilot failed to notice waypoint passage or the pi lot reacted late in turning
the aircraft according to the copilot ’s call.

Impact

Overshoots of this type and magnitude were typically caused by lack of
recognition of waypoint passage. In particular the turns performed duri ng the
creeping l ine and expanding square patterns exhibited undesirable overshooting
tendencies. In the NAS environment these overshoots can casue ATC conflicts.
In the SAR environment, the hi gher workload in the turn area detracts from the
crews capability to locate the target.
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2. Offset Track with Manual and Automatic Leg Change Selection

Problem Suninary - The Loran-C navi gator projects parallel
offset course waypoints in two different ways depending
on mode of operation selected (auto or manual).

Discussion

The execution of offsets during the Loran-C flight test program indicates
that confusion may result from the interpretation of offset track intersection
depending on the method of leg change selected (automatically or manually )
by the pilot. If an offset is performed based on a manually selected leg
change , the resultant offset track will be projected along the perpendi cular
projection of the referenced ”TO” waypoint. Ifon the other hand , an offset is
performed based on an automatically selected leg, then the resultant offset track
will be projected along the bisector angle of the parent track and the following track.
The major operational impact of having two di fferent methods to define an off-
set track which results in a disagreement of offset track length is an increased
bl under potential. This was evidenced during the execution of impromptu traffic
route clearances (offsets and di rect-to) during the NAS testing portion (see
Figure 5.6). For instance , on the 3.0 nm right offset or base leg (G-H) to
intercept final approach course (clearance), two times out of three resulted in
the wrong execution . The reason for this was that in these twO instances ,
the offset was established on a manually selected leg . Then when the aircraft
was approximately 3.0 nm DTW, the pilot thought he was on the centerline of the
final approach course and therefore proceeded direct-to HOTEL. What happened
was that the pilot misunderstood the basic definiti on of the offset he just
entered and considered the 4.0 nm DTW as the remainder of the offset track,
which would have put the aircraft 3.0 nm right offset of the final approach course.

Impact

The two techniques for offsetting waypoints provides inconsistent maneuv-
ering of the aircraft when the offset is cancelled. This is not acceptable
from an air traffic control viewpoint since the goal of ATC is to reliably
maneuver aircraft regardless of navigation system characteristics . In addition ,
these two different waypoint offset techniques add an extra task to the pilot ’s
workload in flying offsets. As a consequence , blunde r potential is increased.

3. Automatic Waypoint Seguencin~ (Leg Change)

Problem Suninary - Waypoint sequencing cannot be satisfactori ly
performed using a fixed radius or di ameter ci rcle around the
waypoint due to actual aircraft deviations from desired track.

Di scuss i on

In the tested configuration the automatic waypoint sequencing was adjusted
to take effect whenever the aircraft was within a 1600 foot circle of the
referenced waypoint. Consequently, If the actual course deviation indi cated
by the CDI needle deflection was greater than 1600 feet (0.26 nm) at waypoint
passage, (abeam the waypoint) the automatic waypoint sequencing would not take
place . The pilot then had to manually select the next leg , determining waypoint
passage and monitoring the TO/FROM flag change.
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Another problem presented by the automatic waypoint sequencing was the
elimination of the Missed Approach Waypoint (MAP) when the DTW was less than
0.26 nm , leaving the pi lot without navi gation to complete his final approach.

Impact

Unacceptable turn overshoots can be expected for both SAR and NAS mission s
wi th the current waypoint sequencing techniques. In addition , pilot disori en-
tation was observed using this technique. Finally, the loss of guidance for
the last 0.26 nm on final approach precludes executing a missed approach and
could cause a hazardous situation .

4. Loran-C Receiver in Energy Track

Problem Sunmiary - Inadequate warning or annunciation of a
shift in Loran-C operation which caused a constant calculated
track bias and signifi cant deviations from the desired track.

Discussion

This particular discrepancy occurred in the arri val segment (V-G) during
the NAS testing portion (see Figure 5.3). This discrepancy is believed to be
caused by the Loran-C receiver operating in energy track (dead-reckoning mode)
as a result of temporary loss of Loran-C signals by the receiver. For some
reason, this caused a noticeable shift in the Loran-C calculated data. The
flight crew had no warning indication of a deterioration in the accuracy of the
indi cated track data. As a result of the bias error introduced by this shift ,
the aircraft was flown approximately 1.6 nm left of the desired track for an
along track period of 10 nm (5 minutes). This type of system accuracy degra-
dation is considered unacceptable without a positive indication of the validity
of the navigation information displayed.

Impact

Unacceptable airspace deviations and pilot disorientation can occur due
to the temporary loss of Loran-C signals. A suitable warning or mode annunciator
should be provided in the primary scan of the pilot.

5. Loss of Magnetic Vari ation Stored Data

Problem Suninary - Unsuspected and unannounced dropouts of stored
magnetic variation data occurred during the fl ight test program.

Discussion

The loss of previous ly stored magnetic variati on data was documented twi ce
during the Loran-C flight test progrem. This data dropout occurred on two
different flights on separate days . The first time the discrepancy was noted
was during an In-flight portion, the other during the normal pre-flight check
procedures. In both Instances , discrepancies were corrected by re-entering
the desi red magnetic varIation (10° west). Normal ly the magnetic variati on was
not entered prior to each flight , becau~ ’ once it was entered, it was stored
In the Loran-C navigator permanent men yen after the set was turned off .
Whenever the Loran-C navigator would b ned on, all previous ly stored infor-
mation would be available to the pilot.
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Impact

The loss of magnetic variation could lead to pilot/crew confusion due to
the disagreement between the magnetic compass and the Loran-C course reading.
However, since the pilo t’s cross track deviation needle is dri ven by the latitude
and longitude position data from the Loran-C , there would be no effect on
navigation accuracy.

6. Parallel Offset Input Procedures Are Too Complex

Problem Suninary - Six discrete operations are currently required
to properly input a parallel offset track with the current Loran-C
navigator. Each of these operations presents opportunity for input
error. These six operations could be replaced by a simple software
change and a single parallel offset function key.

Discussi on

In the tested configuration of the TDL-424 Loran-C navigator a total of
six steps were required by the pi lot to enter a given offset, as follows :

• Set DISPLAY switch to DSRTK/TKE
• Set the L/L-TD switch to TO
• Depress the CLR and GRI keys
• Select left or right of nominal course by depressing W 4 or E 6 keys
• Enter via the keyboard the offset distance you want, to within

0.1 nautical miles
• Depress INSERT

The input procedure required to enter the offsets caused hesitation by
the pilots several times regarding which step was required next to properly
enter an offset. No specific set of data was recorded appli cable to the
time required to input an offset. But it was observed that although some
offsets were entered in approximately 10 seconds or less, others took as much
as 40-50 seconds. The chances of entering the wrong offset are considerably
increased in periods of high cockpit workload as was observed in the execution
of the SAR patterns and impromptu offset clearance in the NAS testing portion.
In fact, out of the 36 total offsets entered in the Loran-C navigator during the
course of this project, three offsets (8%) resulted in the documentation of
pi lot input offset error.

An additional minor coninent concerning the entering the offsets is the
pilot ’s requirement to keep track of the decimal place . That is, the basic
design of the Loran-C navigator allows the pilot to enter offsets from a minimum
distance (offset) of 0.1 nm to 30.0 nm , but, there is no decimal place input in
the Loran-C navigator. Rather, the pilot when entering an offset, i.e., 3.0 nm ,
must enter two digits 3 and 0, likewi se 0.5 nm offset, must be entered using
the 5 digit only. Al though no errors were recorded due to this required procedure ,
it Is suspected that the absence of a decimal place entry requirement specifical ly
when entering offsets should be considered a blunder potential .
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Impact

An unacceptable amount of pilot/crew input workload , data verification
and memorization of input procedures is required to properly input a parallel
offset track. This entire operation is currently error prone as indicated by
the blunder suninary of Section 5.4.

7. Rejection of Parallel Offsets

Problem Sun inary - In the initial portion of the flight test
program the Loran-C navigator had an apparent software
problem which randomly affected the parallel offset input
capability .

Di scuss i on

Several times during the input of parallel offsets, the Loran-C navigator
did not accept a pilot’ s correct offset data entry. In eac h case a previous
offset had been satisfactori ly entered. However, the Loran-C navigator in
each case removed the previQus entered offset, but rejected the new one being
entered. As many as three attempts were required by the pilot before the
Loran-C navigator would accept the new offset entry. This particular problem
seemed to be corrected after the TDL-424 Loran navi gator was returned from its
manufacturer following troubleshooting and corrective action of this and other
discrepancies noted in the initial portion of the Loran-C flight test program.

Impact

No signifi cant impact since the problem was corrected. However, production
units should be thoroughly evaluated during acceptance testing to avoid re-
occurrence of this problem.

8. Marginal Identifi cation of Offsets Entered

Problem Suninary - The current display of navigator operation
in the parallel offset tracking mode is not continuous .

Discuss ion

The Loran-C navigator in its present configuration provides for the iden-
tification of offsets entered. But It requi res the pre-selection of the DSRTK/
IKE display operating mode to veri fy its magnitude and direction (right or left).

• If the offset Is right , an “R” is shown on the display and an “L” is shown for
left. However , on extended periods of time or frequent change of offsets, It
was observed that the pilots had a tendency to forget which offset was entered
In the Loran-C navigator. This was observed twi ce with different pi lots , who
forgot to deselect offsets after the conclusion of the expanding square pattern
during the transition (leg change ) to the return segment to CAPE MAY. In both
Instances the observer had to remind the pilot to deselect the offset.

5-51



Impact

Unacceptable deviations from AIC-initiated parallel offset tracks could
occur due to a lapse in pilot memory regarding the input data. Also, as
indicated in the SAR tests, returning to a ground based location (such as a
hospital) after a rescue could be complicated If the parallel offset was not
remembered or recognized and cancelled.

9. Rejection of Leg Change While on TIMEJBRG Display Mode

Problem Sumary - A possible leg change/mode selection
in terac tion exists wh ich i s undes i rable.

Di scuss ion

Once the Loran-C navigator did not accpet a leg change input while on
TIME/BRG display mode. This particular discrepancy occurred while executing
a sector search pattern. The pilot had to select DTW/XTK display mode for
Loran-C navigator to accept leg change entry. As a consequence of this ,
the first cross-leg of this particular sector search pattern (Figure 5.7(b))
was poorly flown.

Impact

Possible airspace utilization problem.

10. At the Present Time the Loran-C Navigator Does Not Provide
Bearing Display Information

Problem Suninary - After the Loran-C navigator was returned from
its manufacturer where adjustments to the system were performed,
it was found that the Loran-C navigator no longer provided bearing
display information.

Discussion

None

Impact

This error precluded completion of the desired six sector search patterns
which rely on intercepting a desired bearing to or from the datum. It is
assumed that this will be fixed in the production units.

Il. Lighti~~
Problem Sumary - The lighting of the Loran-C navigator displays
was considered inadequate .

Discuss i on

The gain of the brillance control was insufficient during sun glare
conditions. Di rect sun glare make It nearly Impossible to read the illuminated
displays.
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Impact

Mditional crew workload in trying to decipher the displayed infomation
could adversely impact NAS or SAR operations and accuracy.

12. Unique System Bias Characteristics Observed

Problem Suninary - NAS , SAR and surveillance testing produced data
which Identified a consistent and repeatable navigation bias error.

Discuss ion

An analysis of the aircraft total system cross track error difference
between the actual and desired cross track indicated that the error is primari ly
due to the presence of a “bias ” in the Loran-C algorithm. Only the followi ng
Loran-C transmitters were used during the Loran-C flight test program. The
master transmitting station located at Cape Fear , North Carolina/ a secondary
stati on at Nantucket , Massachusetts ; and the second secondary station at Dana,
Indiana. Upon analysis of the aircraft actual cross track , as determined from
the EAIR radar tracking plots , it becomes evident that, depending on a particular
aircraft heading, the resultant ai rcraft actual cross track is either left or
right of desi red track by a magnitude of approximately ±0.4 nm. Further
analysis reveals that on certain aircraft headings the aircraft total system
cross track error (TSCT ) becomes negligible or is zeroed out.

A correlation of edited TSCT data from flights (NAS ) wi thout updati ng
the Loran-C navigator as a function of desired track heading i s presented on
Figure 5.13. The plot shown in Figure 5.13 is characterized by its sinusoidal
shape wi th an amplitude of approximately ±0.4 nm. Note that the TSCT error
zeroes out whenever In the 90° and 270° regIon. The reason for this is that
when the ai rcraft is flying in a latitudinal direction the bias error becomes
an along track error. Similari ly when on the 0° and 180° region the aircraft
is flying in a longitudinal direction the bias error therefore becomes cross
track error. The trend of the bias was based on a limited number of 8 data
samples (different desired track headings ) from. the various segments flown
in the NAS testing portion. The repeatability characteristics of the bias
presented In Figure 5.14 suggests that the bias is due to the constant signal
propagation velocity of the Loran-C navigator.

31 1 150 1~O 210 240 2’ 300 330 360
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Figure 5.14 Loran-C Bias Error
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Impact

Al though the overall Loran-C accuracy was acceptable for all operations
tested, repeatable bias errors are disconcerting . In the case of the particular
stations used for this test, the bi as was acce ptable. However , simi lar b i ases
may or may not exist and may or may not be of suc h sma ll magn itude . Since
this type of error is easily understood , readily docume ntable and easy to
calibrate out once properly identified , additional flight testing and analysis
should be performed using other Loran-C station pairs to eliminate this error
source.

5.2.2 Reconinendations

The following reconinendations are based on the deficiencies documented
in the previous Section 5.5.1.

1. Improve the location of the TO/FROM flag indicator dri ven by
the Loran-C navigator so that it will be within the normal
scan pattern of the pilot. (Deficiency No. 1)

2. The Loran-C navigator should provide the same parallel offset
track distance regardless of either automatic or manual mode
methods of waypoint selection . (Deficiency No. 2)

3. The automatic sequencing of waypoints in the Loran-C navigator
should be performed as a function of TO/FROM flag change and
Distance-To-Waypoint. (Defi ciency No. 3)

4. Provide a suitable warning indicator to the pilot whenever the
Loran-C receiver is in dead-reckoning mode (Energy Track) due
to temporary loss of Loran-C signals. (Deficiency No. 4)

5. Improve safeguards in the Loran-C navigator to avoid the loss
of stored data as in the case. involving the~ unsus pected andunannounced dropout of stored magnetic variation data during
the flight test program. (Deficiency No. 5)

6. Reduce and/or simplify the current number of steps (six) required
in the Loran-C navigator to enter a given parallel track offset.
(Deficiency No. 6)

7. Future production Loran-C navigator units should be throughly
evalua ted during acceptance testing to avoid the occurrence of
intermi ttent ma lfunctions. (Deficiency No. 7 and No. 9)

8. Provide a continuous indication to the pilot whenever in the
parallel track mode of operation using the Loran-C navigator.
(Deficiency No. 8)

9. Improve the lighting of the Loran-C navigator displays for easy
verification of display information specially during periods of
direct sun glare effects. (Deficiency No. 11)
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10. Additional Loran-C flight tests should be performed to quantify
the extent, magnitude and characte ristics of the documented
system bias in the Loran-C flight test program. ~Def1c1ency No. 12)

The reconinended Loran-C flight tests should include evaluation
of the Loran-C navigator at different geographical locations and
covering the continental U.S. Coastal Confluence Zone (CCZ).

Also , the tests should be performed by utilizing the Loran-C
signals from various Loran-C station pairs . I t  is believed by
quantifying and mapping the bias errur, since it appears to be
repeatable as well as predictable , the incorporation of a fi lter
or software correction in the Loran-C navigator could offset the
error caused by the bias .

11. Provide a distance-to-waypoint (ON) display indi cator in the
pilot’ s front instrument panel.

The addition of a 01W display indicator will contribute significantly
to a greater reduct i on of bl unde rs , cockpit workload and head down
time. The location of the 01W display indicator should be relatively
close to the cross track error indicator and TO/FROM indicator
display , respecti ve ly. Th is arran gement wou ld make t~e pi lot’s
scanning of the navigation flight instruments/displays combination
easier and more affective.

12. Determine the feasibility of incorporating progranunable features in
the Loran-C navigator so that most coninon types of SAR pattern co~Tdbe flown wi thout necessitating a continued data entry by the pil ot.

It is felt that the Loran-C navigator in Its present configuration
will be an invaluable tool to the SAR flight crew in the execution
of SAR patterns as compared to presently ‘utilized conventional
navigation methods. However, the additi on of prograninable selected
features to the Loran-C navigator will Improve Its effectiveness
during a SAR type mission . For instance , the ability to pre-program
a given SAR pattern would allow the pilot to fly the indicated
track and would relieve considerably the workload required in having
to provide new data entries at required intervals during the SAR
pattern. A creeping line pattern is a typical example of this as
it requi red the crew , in the tested Loran-C navigator configuration ,
to constantly interchange the waypoints defining the initial (reference)
leg every time a new leg was begun. In ad diti on , the pilot had to
remember to select the speci fic required offset (right or left) and
at the same time to keep track of the various legs flown,. This was
required so that the magnitude of the offset to be entered next would
correspond to the actual cross track distance from the desired leg
to the referenced initial leg. In the execution of the SAR patterns
flown in the Loran-C flight test program in just about every case, the
pilot ’s had to use “bookkeeping” on their knee pad to record the progress
of their flight. Undoubtedly, the required rev4sion of the Loran-C
nav igator des ign to automatically navigate an entire SAR pattern wi thout
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necessitating a continued data entry by the pilot requires a
thorough analysis. However, it is thought that because of the
cons i stent structure of SAR patterns , the requ i red input da ta
to perform the pertinent computations are comon to each of
the SAR patterns. These primary data input parameters are track
spacing , leg length and CSP or datum waypoint definition in
lat/lon time difference.

13. Carefully develop proper operational search and rescue Loran-C
flight training including flight planning procedures to insure
the p roper an d logi cal sequenc ing and labe li ng of waypoints.
These plann ing and train ing efforts shoul d concen trate on logi ca l
waypoint input sequences and numbering (1.2.3 9) to avoid
confusion during a SAR. Also, these procedures should be tailored
to integrate with preplanned SAR profile data if available on
production models of the Loran-C navigator.
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6.0 SUMMARY OF RESULTS

This section presents an overall suninary of the quantitative results
obtained from the operationa l flight testing of the Loran-C navigator.
The results sumarized in this section are introduced , explained and
analyzed in detail in Section 5.0 “DiscussIon of Results and Analysis ” .
To provide an easy cross reference, the results sumary subsections : 6.1 ,
6.2, 6.3, etc., correspond directly to th&subsections of Section 5.0
where the corresponding results are discussed .

The quantitative results suninarized in the following paragraphs were
used to derive the more general qualitative conclusions presented in
Section 7.0.

6.1 NAS/AC 90-45A ACCURACY COMPARISON

The Loran—C demonstrated total system accuracy was analyzed using
two techniques. First, the measured deviation from desired track was
calculated for enroute, terminal and final approach data by aggregating
statistics from the NAFEC precision tracking radar. Second, the measured
airborne equipment error was combined with the flight technical error
specified In AC 90-45A using the reconinended Root-Sum-Square (RSS) technique.
The results presented in this suninary will include both sets of data .

1) Enroute the Loran-C navigator system performed well within the
AC 9O-45A specified accuracy limi t of ±2.5 nm.

a) Measured total system cross track accuracy (TSCT)
was ±0.56 nm two sigma .

b) Calculated TSCT was ±2.08 nm two sigma using the
AC 90-45A specified ±2.00 nm two sigma flight
technical error (FTE) va lue and combi ni ng it,using
the RSS method,wi th the measured ±0.57 nm two sigma
airborne equ ipment error .

2) The terminal area maneuvering data demonstrated track keeping
accuracy within the specified AC 90-45A limi t of ±1.5 nm.

a) Measured TSCT was ±0.51 nm two sigma .

b) Calcula ted TSCT was ±1.11 nm using the AC 90-45A
specIfied ±1.00 nm two sigma FTE and combining
it,using the RSS method,with the measured ±0.49 nm
two sigma airborne equipment error.

3) Non-precision Approach Data - Non-precision approaches were
flown using three different methods of inputting the, final
approach waypoints. The three method s were , first, usin g
non-updated latitude and longitude waypoint coordinates taken
from the experimental navigation chart . Second, using the
same latitude and longitude waypoint coordinates taken from
the chart but updating the Loran-C navigator position using a
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known location prior to take off. (This is typical of airline
quality latitude /longitude area navigation systems which are
updated with gate or ramp position prior to departure). The
third input technique used measured time difference coordinates
to define waypoint location . This input procedure would be
typical of an operator with a fixed route structure. Once an
approach has been made , the time differences over the fina l
approach fix , the outer marker , the inner marker , etc . can be
recorded. On subsequent approaches , the Loran-C will provide
accurate guidance directly to those prec i se waypoints .

A. Non—Updated Latitude/Longitude Input

I) Measured TSCT was ±0.10 nm two sigma .

ii) Calculated TSCT was ±0.50 rim using the AC 90-45A
specified ±0.50 nm two sigma FTE and combining it ,
using the RSS method ,wi th the measured ±0.04 nm
two sigma airborne equipment error.

B. Updated Latitude/Longitude Input

I) Measured TSCT was ±0.06 nm two sigma .

ii) Calculated TSCT was ±0.50 nm using ±0.50 nm
FTE and ±0.03 nm two sigma airborne equipment error
combined by RSS.

C. Time Difference Input

I) Measured TSCT was ±0.12 nm two sigma.

ii ) Calculated TSCT was ±0.50 nm using ±0.50 nm
FTE and ±0.05 nm two sigma airborne equipment error
combined by RSS.

The overall analysis has shown that the Loran-C system satisfies
AC-90-45A non-precision approach compliance criteria for all three modes of
waypoint i nput .

(.2 SAR ACCURACY ANALYSIS

Creeping line , sector and expanding square searches were performed.
Th~ primary analysis was performed by inspection of the radar tracks comparedto the desired patterns. Track keeping anomalies were explained using the
airborne Loran-C observer’s logs . Those comparisons are shown in Section 5.2
Figures 5.6, 5.7, 5.8 and 5.9. Both Loran-C flights and comparison flights
using conventional VOR/DME navigation were analyzed .
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1) The magnitude of actual cross track errors from the desired
creeping line pattern using the Loran-C navigator was
approximately 0.2 nm and uniformly distributed along each
search leg.

2) In contrast , using conventional VOR/DME navigation,errors
of up to 1.0 nm were observed .

3) The Probability of Detection (POD) using Loran-C was
calculated as 77.33% on the first pass of a creeping line
search.

4) The POD using conventiona l VOR/DME was calculated as 68.4%
on the first pass.

5) The POD results indicate that a 31% reduction in the number
of searches required to achieve 78.00% POD is achieveable
using Loran-C compared to VOR/DME navigation .

6) Sector search patterns flown using the Loran-C navigator
were much more compatibl e with the desired track than those
flown using VOR/DME. See Figure 5.7 for the illustration of
these results . No POD was calculated for the sector searches.

7) The expanding square search patterns flown using the Loran-C
navigator were wi thin 0.4 nm of the desired track regardless
of the route segment being flown (See Figure 5.8).

8) In con trast, the conventiona l VOR/DME expand i ng square searches
displayed large deviations from the desired track which
exceeded 1.0 nm in some cases. See Figure 5.9 for the
illustration of these results . No POD was calculated for the
expandi ng square sear ches.

6.3 SURVEILLANCE ACCURAC Y RESULTS

Three buoys, a lighthouse and a VORTAC were used to obtain Loran-C
accuracy and repeatability data for surveillance and oil rig location data .
Mean Position Errors and Circular Error Probability (CEP) statistics were
computed for each target and for the combinations — all buoys and all
targets.

1) If the position of a known charted buoy or oil rig is to be
checked or returned to daily, the mean Loran-C position error
was found to be 896 feet wi th a CEP of (114.3 ± 3%) feet.

2) If it is desired to know the accuracy with which the Loran-C
can locate an entire group of buoys in a given channel or an
ent ire set of oi l r igs , then the statistically aggregated CEP
of (295.9 ± 3%) feet shou ld be used . The mean error rema i ns
the same at 896.0 feet.
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3) If the CEP for an entire population of objects (buoys , oil
rigs , lighthouse , VORTACs , hospitals) is desired , then the
Loran-C mean position error of (377.0 3%) feet should be used .

6.4 BLUNDER RESULTS

The intended use of the blunder data recorded was to define functiona l ,
input and huma n factors characteristics of the prototype Loran-C system for
feedback to the USCG and the manufacturer to use in the development of pro-
duction versions of the sytem . No long term pilot training was provided in
the use of the Loran-C system and no special efforts were made to sel ect test
subject pilots with previou s Loran-C or digita l avionics experience. The
blunders recorded should be considered indicative of the learning process.

1) A tota l of 21 blunders were recorded during the 14 data
collection flights flown by 6 subject pilots.

2) Only 7 of the 21 blunders were serious enough to cause either a
violation of the AC 90-45A accuracy limits or affect the SAR
mission performance.

3) Section 5.4 describes each of the blunders in detail inc l ud i ng
type of error, where it occurred , and effect on the mission.

6.5 OPERATIONAL DEFICIENCIES RESULTS

Section 5.5.1 summarizes each of the operationally significant problems
encountered during the performance of the Loran-C navi gator flight test
program. Problem types inc l ude Loran-C software, display, i nput workload ,
and biases.

1) There were 12 operationa l deficiencies noted during the
flight test program which were judged significant enough to
warrant further investi gation by the USCG . These are thoroughly
discussed in Section 5.5.1 including an assessment of the impact.

2) None ot the 12 deficiencies caused any significant loss of
operationa l data or i mpacted the validity of the statistica l
results obtained in any way .
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7.0 CONCLUSIONS

The major conclusions from the operational flight test evaluation of
the Loran-C navigator are summarized in this section . These conclusions are ,
by intent, qualitative in nature . The quantitative results from which these
conclusions were reached are summarized in Section 6.0 and discussed in
depth in Section 5.0. These conclusions are organized in the order of the
general program objectives stated in Section 1.1. Following the statement of
a conclusion regarding each general objective are summary conclusions for
the more detailed evaluation objectives presented in Section 3.0.

1) The Loran-C navigator system performed accurate, repeatable
and operationally meaningful search and rescue missions
including creeping line , sector and expanding square search
patterns.

• The performance of the Loran-C navigator on these SAR
missions demonstrated the suitability of the system
for use operationally on the HH-52A helicopter .

• From a navigation accuracy viewpoint , the results obtained
indicate that the Loran-C navigator is capable of
utilization on other helicopters and other fixed wi ng
aircraft.

2) The Loran-C navigator system demonstrated superior performance
of all search and rescue patterns compared to conven tional
IJSCG navigation techniques.

• The functional and data storage capability provided by the
Loran-C navigator reduced crew workload during the per-
formance of all SAR missions , which provided more time for the
accurate flying of the •aircraft and execution of the desired
pattern.

• The accuracy and repeatability of the Loran-C navigator
system provided more consistent search area coverage and
more reliable patterns than were demonstrated using con-
ventional VOR/DME navigation techniques.

3) The Loran-C navigator system demonstrated a mean position error
of less than 900 feet and a circul ar error proba bi l ity of less
than 400 feet for all surveillance targets tested.

• The applicability of Loran-C as a method of enhancing USCG
surveillance and enforcement capabilities was adequately
demonstrated.

• Loran—C demonstrated the capability of providing accurate
and repeatable navigation in an offshore environment.
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• The feasibility of using Loran-C to verify bouy
positions was demonstrated .

• Loran-C provided accurate navigation overwater where inadequate
VOR/DME coverage generally exists such as in offshore oil rig
operations.

4) The suitability of the Loran-C navigation system in the current
Nationa l Airspace System VOR/DME environment was adequately 

—

demonstrated.

• No degradation in navigation accuracy or functiona l performance
was observed using the Loran-C navigator compared to current
VOR/DME equ i pped aircraft .

• The HH-52A helicopter integrated easily in enroute , termina l and
fina l approach operations with conventionally equipped
airc raft.

• The HH-52A helicopter did not encounter or precipitate any
airspace or procedura l conflicts in entering or departing
Cape May Air Station , NAFEC or the shoreline .

5) The compatibility of a Loran-C navigation system with both present
and planned area navigation routes and procedures was adequately
demonstrated for enroute, termina l and fina l approach operations.
These tests were performed without any special system update or
initialization procedures.

• Enroute operations remained wi thin ±1.0 rim of desired track
compared to the AC 90-45A requirement of ±2.5 n.

• Termina l operations remained wi thin ±0.6 nm of desired track
compared to the AC 9O-45A requirement of ±1.5 rim.

• Non-precision final approach operations were within the AC-90-45A
limi t of 0.6 nm of all three waypoint input modes tested.

Those modes were:

i) Non-updated let/ion i nput of charted waypoint coordinates .

ii ) Updated lat/lon input of charted waypoint coordinates
using known gate location prior to departure.

iii) Calibrated time/difference coordinates input for way-
point locations.

6) The Loran-C navigator sys tem demonstrated extremely accura te perform-
ance In flying non-precision approaches using measured time/difference
waypoint i nput coordinates.
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7) The Loran-C navigator system performed satisfactorily in offshore
surveillance and search and rescue missions where VOR/DME coverage
is inadequate. This performance should be of special interest to
off-shore hel icopter operators.

• Three moored buoys at depths of 16, 52 and 90 feet
were repeatedly loc ated with a mean error of on ly
896 feet and a circular error probability (CEP) of
296 feet.

• Brandywine Lighthouse in Delaware Bay was repeatedly
located with a mean error of 957 feet and a CEP of
only 114 feet.

• Sea Isle VORTAC (Inland ) was repeatedly located
within a mean error of 246 feet and a CEP of only
86 feet .

• All SAR missions were flown within approximately 0.4 nm
of the desired search pattern and without significant
degradation in probability of detection.
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