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SUMMARY

Wave spectra were measured in the nearshore region extending approximately

E
t l 900 m from the shore at the Island of Sylt (North Germany) in the North Sea. 3
: Seven gage stations were in operation for a period of two weeks in May, 1976 ;

for data collection. The field results were presented and compared wi‘ _;
numerical computations for energy transformation in shallow water, based on a
method developed earlier for the same project. The numerical computation

E agreed well with the field data in the range of energy-containing wave

1 components and low frequency components but failed in high frequency range.

3 Based upon commonly-used wave instability criteria, an equilibrium

energy spectral density function in water of finite depth has been developed.

This function provides saturation conditions on spectral density for the

3 complete spectrum. Comparison with field data is encouraging but, nevertheless, %
E inconclusive.

Combining field evidence and numerical results, an assessment has been made

on the wave climate of the test area. It was demonstrated that the offshore

# bar located in the test area plays a double role as energy dissipator and trapper.
: It was also shown that waves from the N-W quadrant are more effective in
generating longshore current and thus in longshore material transport.
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" 1. Introduction

The utilization of wave energy spectrum as a statistical measure to describe
the ever-irregular ocean wave has become, more or less, a standard practice.
Armed with this tool, oceanographic scientists have made significant progress in
the past two decades in the development of wave forecasting techniques. The
endeavor has been, however, mainly concentrated on deepwater situations.
Consequently, the deep water wave climate can be assessed with certain degrees
of confidence. To establish the wave climate in the coastal zone as is often
‘necessary for scientific and engineering purposes the deepwater wave environment
needs to be transformed into shoaling waters. It is in this area that both
knowledge and effort are conspicuously lacking, although, odd as it may seem,
the transformation of monochromatic wave train is a well studied topic.

At present, there exists a few attempts in the development of theoretical
concepts and numerical techniques concerning spectral transformation from deep
to shallow water. Longuet-Higgins (1956) and Collins (1972), for instance,
have studied the theoretical formulation on wave spectrum by considering the
conservation of energy between adjacent wave rays much the same way of the wave
refraction in monochromatic wave trains. Based on Longuet-Higgins' formulation,
Karlesson (1969) developed a method to compute spectrum transformation over
parallel hottom contours. Collins (1972) extended the work to the inclusion
of bottom friction. Krasitkiy (1974) has derived explicit analytical solutions
for the spectrum transformation over two-dimensional parallel bottom contours
More recently, Shiau and Wang (1976) developed a numerical technique to compute
the spatial transformation of wave spectrum over irregular bottom topographies.

Their work promises to be an effective method, though it has not been critically

tested for lack of detailed field data as yet.
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In May, 1976, a brief, but intensive, field work was carried out at
the Island of Sylt (North Germany) in the North Sea to collect information on
nearshore wave environment and beach process. One of the objectives was to better
the understanding of nearshore wave energy transformation and to test validity
and limitation on the numerical technique developed by Shiau and Wang. The
material covered in this report deals specifically with this objective.

The field work covered a period of approximately two weeks. Wave spectra
were measured at stations installed in water ranging from a 7-meter depth to
less than 1 meter near the shoreline at low tide. During this period, the wave
conditions were considered normal for this area with heights up to 1.5 to 2 meters.
The winds varied in speed from as low as 3 m/s to more than 12 m/s; the wind
directions covered both onshore and offshore.

These field results were compared with numerical predictions using the
recorded offshore data as input. During the course of the study, the numerical
procedure was further improved to relax the boundary condition rejuirements and
to shorten the computational time,

An equilibrium spectral density function has been developed for the condition
of water of finite depth. This function provides information on the saturation
condition of energy density for the complete spectrum. Finally, combining field
evidence and numerical results, an attempt was made to provide an assessment of

the wave climate of the test area.

2. Theoretical Background

Transformation of Energy Spectrum

In its very general form, the total energy of a random seaway can be
expressed as the summation of energy content in the wave number and frequency

space such that
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E = J I x(k,n) dk dn (1)

where E is the total energy; x(k,n) is the spectral density function; Kk is
the wave number and n is the wave frequency.
Reduced spectra can be obtained from x(i,n) by integration over n and

>
over k. Thus, we have

F(k) = J x(&,n) dn (2)
0

and

) j X Giny )

where F(k) and ¢(n) are known as the wave number and wave frequency spectral den-
sity functions, respectively.

Since the wave number spectrum can be interpreted as a directional fre-
quency spectrum owing to the dispersion relation between k and n, the following

relationship exists (Phillips, 1966)

¢(n,0)dn = [k F(k,8) dk], _ (s i

where k is the magnitude of K and 6 is the direction of propagation and k = G(n)
is the dispersion relationship. Let subscript 0 denote the reference state
(deepwater condition is usually conveniently selected), the transformation

equation of frequency spectrum is established,

(k F(k,0)dk], _
#(n,8)dn = SR A an, 5)
(e Pkl 2 gy o

aaak-




v Attt .

nsam:

- 203 ~

For steady state condition, the frequency n is invariant to space, the above

equation simplifies to

i
&
o
8

[k F(k,68)dk], _
$(n,0) = k=G 4 @0 0
(koo (s kT _ 6 o

Since F(k,0)dk approximates the incremental of wave energy over the wave

number band dk at a directional angle 6, it is plausible to write

F(k,0)dk = dE(k;0) (€))

with 6 as a parameter here.

Substituting Eq. (7) into Eq. (6) results in

k dE(k;6)], _
6(n,0) = : k = G(n)

4, (n,0) ®)
[kodEo(k;e)]k - Go(n)

Therefore, to compute the spatial variations of ¢, we must first establish the

spatial variations of k and dE(k;6).

Wave Number and Wave Energy Transformation

The basic equation to compute the spatial variations of k is the conservation

equation for the wave number, which, for steady cases, reduces to the simple

form

Vn =0 9)
or

n = const = g (9-a) i

In the presence of a steady current i:, we have
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E & n=o(kd) +k + u 0)
4 3 ‘ where d is the water depth.
For regions where both d and o vary slowly over distances of the order of a wave-
g length, the following dispersion relationship exists,
0% = gk tanh kd an)
Combining Eqs. (9), (10) and (11) results in
1/2
(gk tanh kd) + ukcosd +vksinb=o (12)
for the coordinate system shown in Fig. 1. Here u and v are current velocicy
components in the x and y directions respectively; 6 is the wave approaching
-
b angle measured from the positive x-axis.

Since it is known that the wave-number vector in space is irrotational,

it follows

4 3k cos 8) _ a(k sin 8) _
E 3y = ax . )

For given spatial distribution of K, Egs. (12) and (13) enable us to compute
k and 6 in the wave region provided the boundary condition is specified.

To determine the variations of dE(k;6), the assumption is made that the
wave energy associated with a certain frequency band stays within this band so
that the principal of energy conservation is applicable to each individual
frequency band under consideration, This assumption denies energy transfer

among different frequencies and is compatible only when nonlinear effects are

negligible. Following the energy equation presented by Longuet-~Higgins and
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Stewart (1960, 1961) for the fluctuating motion of waves with a superimposed
current system, we have

3 3 du

s [dE(k) (u + Cg cos 8)] + 3y [dE(k) (v + Cg sin 6)] + Sxx e

Ny X

i sxy X yy 3;

where Cg is the group velocity expressed as

~C .1 _2kd
5 = ¢ = 3 1 * i)

C is the wave celerity

Sus are the radiation stresses such that

S = 4ECGO) [(2ng - P cos?o + (ng - b stn®e] = aEK) .

2

S,y = dEGO[(2 g = D sin’s + (o, - 1) cos?e] = dE(K) oy

- = 9E(K) A
_ R 7 Dg sin (26) = dE(K) o,

5. is the rate of energy dissipation per unit area.

With known 6, Eq. (14) permits the computation of the spatial variations of dk(E)
for given boundary conditions and the dissipation function. For the present

computation, L is taken to be equal to zero.

3. Numerical Procedures

Based upon Egs. (12), (13) and (14), Noda, et al. (1974) developed numerical
procedures to compute the wave number and wave height as functions of space
variables for beaches with periodical bottom variations in the longshore direc-

tion, Shiau and Wang (1976) extended the procedure to compute the spectrum
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transformation with the boundary conditions somewhat relaxed to accommodate
irregular but slowly varying bottom profiles. In the present computation,

their method is further improved to relax the requirements of boundary conditions
and to improve the computational efficiency. The procedures are briefly des-
cribed here.

To facilitate numerical computation, the governing equations are, out of
necessity, to be transformed into finite difference form. A mixed forward,
backward and central differences scheme are used to minimize the boundary
restrictions at the expense of nonuniformity of the order of errors. With
reference to the grid schemes shown in Pigs. 2 and 3 the key equations are
summarized here:

(1) The wave number and wave angle are solved through numerical iterations
of the wave-number conservation equation and the irrotational wave-number
equation. The conservation equation [Eq. (12)],

)]1/ 2

3 kij tanh (kij dij + ugy kij cos 0“ + vyy 'kij sin 81‘.1 =05

is solved through a Newtonian iterative technique defined as:

£k
*new = ¥o1a T k)
nd

o1d’

where f£'(k) is the first derivative of f(k) which is defined:

£(k) = gk tanh kh - [0, - uk cos 6 - vk sin 8]%

The iteration is considered satisfactory when

|

new ~ ¥opal < 0-001 e |

new




Fig. 2: Grid system used in computation
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Fig. 3: Local grid description
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This value k is then fed into the irrotational wave equation [Eq. (13)]

to solve the wave angle:

ok ok 6 cosf
vl BT A i i,j-1 PRl
61_1 Bij {kij 3y o8 eij kij i sin aij + Ay [sineij Aij
Gy, wan, = %, s, 7 < ADoK
ui_j 1 13 cos 13 e [cos 13 + Aij
(uij Sineij - vij coseij)]} 17)

where

i 1 1% 9t
Aij uij ::oseij + vij 51"913 + 2 1+ Sk % d )][Eal- uij coseL1

13937 *13
- vij sineij]
8ing cosf cos® sind
= iF <1 ke 5 ij i
Bis T Ty Bx B, Vg sty O =i
B
kij 9x
du v O, = Uy, K;. cosb - K sin6 ad
ij ij ij P B 5 1 e 5 (S | ij ij
_[coseij Ix +sin81j s =1 sinh(Zk“ dij) ] %
Aij
S
kij ay
v v Opp =iUgy Koo cosl , =V, k,, 8in0 ad
i i ij 5 I | g R > A ij, ij
'[°°s°1if;;1 B e ! sinh(2 kij dif) T

Aij
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The computation is carried to the extent

| < o.001 |8

19 new‘

Gaw. - fold

Since forward difference is used in the x-direction and backward difference is
used in the y direction, 6 needs to be specified at the offshore boundary and

at the x-axis. The offshore boundary condition is the input. The condition of

the x-axis could be specified in such a manner that 911 = 612 without introducing

significant error if the longshore bottom variation in the vicinity of the

x-axis is slow.
The above numerical scheme becomes unstable when Blj + 0. The exact stability

criterion cannot be easily determined. However, using the null-current condition

as a guideline, one arrives at the following condition:

Ay
. Tan 8 (18)

where en is the maximum expected wave angle. For example, if the maximum wave

angle is expected to be less than 60°, the ratio of Ay/Ax should be larger than
P

1.7. The velocity and depth gradients required in the computation are determined

by central difference, i.e.,

0., o b o oithad = F1-1,
19" 28x,

where E represents u, v or d and X is either x or y.

The gradients at the boundary are taken as equal to zero at offshore and both

sides and as constant at the shoreline, that is

L Tl

These boundary conditions can, of course, be easily altered to fit individual

cases.
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(2) The wave energy equation in finite difference form is,

[dg(k)li,j-l(v +Cg sinf) Ax - [dE(k)]i+1.j(u + Cg cosf)Ay

(G ],y =
(v + Cg sind)ax - (u + Cg cos) Ay + Q1j AxAy
) )
= + S + +
where Q1j = (u cs cosf) + 3y (v Cg sing) T
du 9y , du v
- U, Lo T o
T 0 3x 0xy (ax i ay) e °yy dy
O4g aTe as defined in Eq. (16).
Here all the values of u, v and 6 are evaluated at (1,j).
Eq. (19) is solved through a row by row relaxation until
'
]uw, uoldl < 0.01 |un“| (20)

Like the wave angle solution, the finite difference scheme is forward in the
x-direction and backward in the y-direction. The boundary values are also
defined in a similar manner in that the shoreward boundary is specified as

input and the values on the x-axis is taken the same as the next column (Eil -

Eyp)e

(19)

On the shoreward direction, the wave will eventually break, the dissipation

term ¢ in Eqs. (14) can no longer be neglected. If dissipation is not allowed

for, the wave energy density will keep increasing and the numerical solution will

eventually become unstable. Therefore, a constraint must be built in to restraint

super saturation of energy flux. Since the real mechanism of energy dissipation

is not well understood. An empirical criterion based upon total wave energy in

terms of significant wave height is employed here, such that the height is

restricted by the following condition (Divoky, et al., 1970)

Hy

G) = 0.12 tanh 2v (ii’-)b (21)
s

)
Sb
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where the subscript b refers to breaking condition and Hg is related to the

total wave energy in the conventional expression:

Hg = 2.828 /E (22)
This criterion is to be further examined in later section when we have the
field data in hand.

The input requirements includes a grid of water depth augmented by the
tidal condition. The grid size should be selected in accordance with the
criterion set in Eq. (18). Strictly speaking, directional spectra of the
form ¢B(n,8) should be prescribed along the seaward boundary. Since our present
knowledge on directional spectrum is quite inadequate, the program will also
accept one-dimensional spectra as the input. The directional information should
then be provided as predominant wave angles at each grid point along the outer

boundary.

4. Field Program

The field experiments were conducted at the Island of Sylt, West Germany.
The site location and area hydrograph are shown in Fig. 4. The site is exposed
to the North Sea and is characterized by the existance of anunderwater transverse
ridge (a pronounced sand bar) running parallel to the shore approximately 500 m
from the shoreline. This underwater sand bar is not stationary but fre-
quently is shifting its location from season to season and sometimes after a major
storm. Apparently influenced by this ridge, the nearshore flow-pattern and the
resulting nearshore bottom topography become rat* .. complicated. Shallow scouring
pits, often appearing in eddy-like pairs, dotted the area at uneven spaces. Since
the normal tidal range is 2 m in this area and the normal water depth over

the ridge is only of the order of 3 m, waves often break over the ridge and reform

afterwards.
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To measure the change of wave characteristics over this region, seven wave

E gages were installed at locations as shown in Fig. 5. Gages 1 and 2, which
were bottom-mounted in relatively deep water, were echo~transceivers as developed
by Fuhrentholz Laboratory (See Reference). These echo sounders were capable of 4

measuring water surface variations to + 0.5 cm for water depth up to 90 m. The

shallow water gages (3 to 7) were staff-mount pressure transducers of Type MDS76
as manufactured by H. Maihak AG, Hamburg with a pressure range of 0-1 kg/cmz.
Gages 1 to 5 were installed perpendicular to the shoreline to measure the wave

spectra transformation over the ridge and in shoaling water. Gages 5 to 7 were

mounted parallel to the shoreline to measure mainly the wave approaching angle.
Wave data were collected from May 1 to May 15, 1976 at selected times to
cover various combinations of tidal stages, waves approaching angles and wind
conditions. Data were transmitted to shore station by underwater cable and were
recorded simultaneously on FM analog magnetic tape and strip charts. During the
course of wave measurement, currents were also measured with two-component electro-
magnetic current meters mounted at Gage stations 2 and 5. Variable-depth
drogues were also deployed at times to determine the current condition. Descrip-
tion of instrumentation and recording devices was presented by Fiihrboter and
Biisching (1974).
5. Data Analysis

Wave energy spectra--Spectral analysis was performed using FFT (Fast Fourier

: Transform) technique developed by Cooley and Tukey (1965) with a Hanning Window
(Black and Tukey, 1958) for data smoothins. All the data sets were sampled

uniformly at a time interval At = 0.25 seconds to a total data points N = 2048

(or 512 seconds data period). These values were chosen to cover adequately waves with
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periods ranging from two to nine seconds which were determined (as the range of
energy containing waves) through visual examination of the data record and the
wind condition during measurements. A section of data sample is shown in Fig. 6.

CHART SPEED = 2 MM/sec

U S

53\

saﬂ i

Fig. 6: Sample of wave data

After several trial runs, a degree of freedom DF = 40 was selected as the optimum
to yield sufficiently smooth spectral curves to facilitate comparisons with
theoretical prediction, yet, at the same time to preserve sufficient detail to
truthfully portray the actual conditions. Figure 7 shows a comparison between the
periodogram and the smoothed spectrum.

Data collected in shallow water by gages 3 to 7 were actually wave pressure
instead of the true water surface fluctuations. To derive the energy spectra
from the measured pressure signals, the depth attenuation effect needs to
be compensated according to the relation:

cosh kd ] 2

S(6) = [Geh X@=D)

Sp(f) (23)

where S,(f) 1s the pressure spectral density as obtained; % is the depth of

the transducer measured from mern water level.
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Fig, 7: Comparison between periodogram and smoothed spectrum

This correction factor is based upon linear wave theory and it tends to over

p te high freq y P ts which were more or less contaminated by
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noise. An attempt was made to apply this correction factor to data analysis and
was later abandoned because such corrections did little to wave components in the

energy containing range but grossly over amplifying the high frequency components.

Wave approaching angle--To calculate the transformation of wave spectra,
one requires to prescribe the one-dimensional wave spectra in frequency or period
domain as well as the directional characteristics at the outer boundary. Based
upon the computational method suggested here, the directional information should
be expressed in terms of dominant angle of approach and if desirable a predesig-

nated spreading function. Since the present field set-up yielded no directional

information at the deep water sites, an alternative method was used which
utilizes the information obtained from the shallow water gage arrays. As illus-

trated in Fig. 8 when a wave front passing by a cluster of three wave gages set

]
|
|

WAVE RAY

Shallow water gage arrays for directional information
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apart with known, but small distances, the following relations are approximately

valid:

At., = 8., cos §

12 "2 12

(24)

3

23 Atz3 =S, 8in ©

23

where C is the mean wave celerity; S is the horizontal distance; At is the
time span for wave front travelling from one wave staff to the other and
8 is the wave approaching angle. The indices 1, 2 and 3 indicate the gage

numbers. The above equation when solved for angle 6, yields

g € t
6 = Tan (G0 D D) @
23 C12 12

For shallow water condition, we further assume

— —  ——affs
2 _1%'n @6
12 djp + 8y,

where d and H are the mean water depth and wave height respectively. Sub-

stituting Eq. (26) into Eq. (25) one obtains

e i H,, 8., d¢
¢ = Ten A2 (23102 GG @n
12 By RETT

Since d and S are known, H and t can be measured off directly from the wave
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records as illustrated, the angle of approach 6 can be computed. The deepwater

wave angle eo was then determined by conventional wave refraction computation

for the dominant wave comp t or comp ts.

6. Field Results

A selected set of data were presented here to demonstrate the spectral
transformation under various combinations of wave incident angle, wind condition
and tidal stage. Table 1 summarizes the cases reported. The wind record during
the measuring period is displayed in Table 2. Figures 9 to 15 plot the wave
spectra as measured at various gage stations along the control line for
each case reported herein. The estimated wave and swell approaching angles
and the wind directions are shown in Fig. 16, The wind direction is defined
in terms of the dominant direction over an 8-hour period prior and up to the
measuring time. The directional variations over this period are also included in
Fig. 16. Of the seven cases, 1,6 and 7 are mainly wind waves as clearly revealed
by the shape of the spectra; the wave approaching angles all coincide with
the wind direction. Cases 3 and 5 are dominated by swell; the wind direction
and wave angle bears no relation. Finally, cases 2 and 4 reoresent mixed
swell and sea condition such that the wave angles are also mixed. In Case 2,
for instance, the directions of swell and sea are almost perpendicular to
each other,

The offshore shoal apparently plays an important role in the wave energy

transformation mainly because the water depth is only 2.5 m at the crest of

the shoal (see Fig. 5 ) but the tidal range is of the order of + 1 m, Thus,
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during low tide, it acts like a submerged breakwater. As the waves break over
the shoal, a significant portion of wave energy is being dissipated. Wave com-
ponents in the energy-containing range take the heaviest toll while the long wave
components are less affected. The high frequency components remain largely
intact and may actually show some gain, probably through re¢laiming partially
the energy lost by the main wave components. There is no indication that waves
will reform after breaking. The dominant wave components will not recover their
energy and their form. The appearance of the waves as well as the energy
distribution among various frequencies are quite dissimilar on the two sides of
the shoal. For nonbreaking situations, the shoal tends to attenuate the peaks
of the spectra for onshore wind conditions. When the wind is offshore, on the
other hand, the peak is significantly amplified (Case 5) due to the existance

of the shoal. This is probably due to the combined effects of opposing current
and the fact that energy generated by winds inshore of the shoal is being
entrapped. This case will be further analyzed later.

In general, the energy spectra will peak further when approaching the
shore before finally breaking. The total energy, however, tends to diminish
somewhat in comparison with the offshore waves. Other measurements under
storm conditions (Biisching, 1975 ) in the same area revealed similar results.,

For the wind wave conditions, the JONSWAP spectra (Hasselmann, et al.,
1973) which assume the following form quite adequately describe the offshore
wave conditions:

(e - £)°
E®) = ag’@n™ £ e 2 & v 77 (28)
m

2a fm

o, = 0.007 for f < £
o a -

= 0.009 for f < f
m

%




Containing five free parameters fm’ A Y 0O,y and Oy,

Here fm represents the frequency at the maximum of the spectrum and the parameter
?- a corresponds to the usual Phillips constant. The remaining three parameters ?
define the shape of the spectrum: ¥y is the ratio of the maximum spectral 3

E - energy to the maximum of the corresponding Pierson-Moskowitz (1964) spectrum
-4 -5 -4
Ey() = og” 7 £ - 3 7Y 29
m

witﬁ the same values of a and fm; %, and % define the left and right side
widths, respectively, of the spectral peak.
Although the JONSWAP spectra has 5 free parameters, among them, the peak
1‘ enhancement factor y is the only critical one that makes it differ from the P-M
spectrum. Figures 17 to 20 offer some comparison among the data, the

JONSWAP spectra and the P-M spectra.

7. Numerical Results and Comparison

One of the main purposes of this study is to compare the field results with
the predictions based on the numerical technique developed. Before the
computer program is applied to the actual field condition, a number of simple
cases were computed to illustrate the general influence of bottom topography
on spectrum transformation. First of all, a case against rhythmic hydrograph
and shoreline (Fig. 21 ) is illustrated in Fig. 22 ., The results clearly
indicate, as expected, that the energy converges to the convex section of the 3
shoreline (Point A) and diverges from the concave section of the beach. A
case is then shown with a two-dimensional hydrograph that consists of a

section of negative slope, i.e., the equivalent to an offshore bar. The result-

ing spectrum transformation is shown in Fig. 23. For this case, the energy
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spectrum first peaks up on the positive slope before reaching the bar; the

peak then diminishes in magnitude due to the effect of the negative slope before
it increases again when the waves proceed towards the shore. Finally, (beyond
the breaking point) the wave breaks and the spectrum diminishes both in inten~
sity and in total energy.

Computations for the actual field condition were carried out for two
different categories. In the first category, wave spectra as measured at S2
(225M from the baseline) were used as inputs to compute their transformations
into nearshore zone close to the bench (S3 to S5). The bottom hydrograph used
in this set of computations was based upon soundings taken during the period
of field measurement. The input bottom-depth chart is shown in Fig. 24, Here
the grid sizes are Ax = 5m and Ay = 20m; the corresponding grid points are 36
and 11, respectively. Since the input wave spectrum was available at only one
grid point where the spectrum was actually measured, .the input along the rest
of the offshore boundary nced to be estimated. This was accomplished by first
carrying the known spectrum as measured back to the deepwater condition. This
deepwater condition is then assumed to be homogeneous over a horizontal dimen-
sion large enough to cover the width of the offshore boundary and thus allows
to be used as the input to compute the boundary condition at the other grid
points. This scheme, of course, allows only one exact match at the boundary
point where the spectrum was actually measured.

Results of three representative wave-swell conditions are presented here;
they are swell dominated condition (Case 3), swell-wave combined condition
(Case 4), and wind-wave dominated condition (Case 6). Comparisons between the
measured and computed spectra are summarized in Figs. 25 to 27, respectively,
representing Cases 3, 4 and 6. In general, the prediction appears quite reason-

able for wave components in the energy-containing range and low frequency range;

P L S—
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in the high frequency range, the prediction becomes less desirable. Based on
this observation, the wave components in the energy-containing range apparently
are the most stable ones and are affected mainly by shoaling and refraction

in their transformation prior to breaking. The slight over prediction at the
spectral peak is most likely due to the fact that the nearshore wave data is
actually pressure rather than surface variations and that no correction has
been made to compensate this attenuation. For Case 3, the prediction was
actually carried into the surf zone. The predicted spectrum after breaking
appears quite reasonable (Fig. 25) both in order of magnitude and in shape.
This limited result seems to support the breaking criterion expressed in Eq. (21).

A number of factors could contribute to the irregularity in the high

frequency range. One possible source of error is that, in this range, the
variations in spectral density as well as directions of propagation could be
considerable and that results from one point measurement might be insufficient
to provide a reasonable estimation of the input along the complete outer
boundary. Also, the local generation and dissipation, which are most likely

to affect wave components in this range, are not included in the model. There
are at least some indications that such mechanisms might provide partial
explanation on the discrepancy between measurement and prediction. In Case 6
(Fig. 27) wind is in the same direction as wave propagation, consequently, local
generation tends to over-compensate dissipation, thus, resulting in a predicted
value smaller than measured. On the other hand, in Case 4 (Fig. 26) when the
wind direction was at a large angle with the wave direction, the prediction
becomes larger than measured. It is possible that in this case, the locally
generated wave was running against the predominant swell and thus resulted in
considerable dissipation at high frequency range. A further examination on

the energy dissipation criterion is presented in the subsequent section.
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;j Numerical computations were also made for another category using

ﬁ measured data at S1 (940M from the baseline) as input to calculate the

i

[is corresponding spectra at S2 to examine the wave transformation over the bar

that lies between S1 and S2 as shown in Fig. 5. A much coarser grid system
was used with x = 25 m and y = 75 m; the corresponding grid points are 19
and 11, respectively, Since no soundings were performed for such a large
area (during the measuring period) the hydrograph is based upon the bottom
depth chart of 1972, as supplied by the Leichtweiss-Institut fur Wasserbau,
Braunschweig, Germany. Results are presented in Figs. 28 and 29. Figure 28
represents a case where waves approaching from N-W quadrant whereas the case
shown in Fig. 29 is for waves coming from S-W direction. For these condi-
tions, the prediction fares far better in the former case than the latter.

A closer examination of the computer revealed that the spatial variations

of wave spectrum are quite pronounced from grid to grid in both longshore
and onshore-offshore directions for cases where waves come from the S-W
whereas the contrary is true for waves from the N-W. This, at least partially
explains why the prediction fares poorly for S-W waves. As a further
illustration, the predicted spectral density function one grid distance

from the actual location was also plotted in Fig. 29 for the S-W waves.

The spatial sensitivity is apparent and is believed to be the main
contributing factor to the poor correlation in this case. The fact that

the predicted values are generally considerably higher than the measured for

S-W waves seems to suggest that the offshore bar is a stronger wave reflector

for waves approaching from this quadrant than that of the N~W quadrant.
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8. Equilibrium Range in Water of Finite Depth

It is commonly accepted that gravity waves have a limiting energy capacity.
When energy is added to a wave of constant wave number, the wave height will
keep increasing until the limiting capacity is reached. Beyond this point, the
wave will break. In monochromatic waves, thislimiting condition is often transla-
kinematic terms such as the limiting wave steepness, the limiting height to
water depth ratio, or the more fundamental quantities of limiting water particle
acceleration and crest angle. In the case of wind generated waves, the concept
of equilibrium range is widely acclaimed. In deepwater, it has been shown
through dimensional reasoning ( Phillips, 1958 ) that in equilibrium
range where energy has reached saturation, the spectral density function takes

the following form:

g = g% 07> 30)

where B,sometimes known as Philips constant, is determined from field data as

2 0 2.0 x 10-2 with an average about 1.17 x 1072,

ranging from 0.8 x 10~
In the computation of wave energy spectral transformation, one desires to
extend this equilibrium range into water of finite depth. This equilibrium
critiera provides a physical limitation beyond which energy cannot be
retained. The breaking criteria used in the present model [Eq. (21)] is based

on an empirical relation expressed in terms of wave height, or equivalently the

total wave energy. No information can be derived from this criterion as to the

energy saturation limit in the wave frequency or wave number domain. This
problem of energy saturation in water of finite depth is further examined here.
It has been pointed out by Philips (1966) that in the context of wave number

spectra, the equilibrium criterion expressed in Eq. (30) is consistant with the

occurrence of sharp crests among the waves. The limit sharp crest wave occurs




when the local fluid acceleration at the surface exceeds a certain fraction of

the gravitational acceleration, g. If we extend this physical reasoning to

R regions of shallow water by assuming that a certain wave component of wave number
ko will become saturated when the maximum vertical fluid acceleration at the sur-
face reaches a critical value say, ag with a a constant of proportionality, the
f saturation criterion of this wave number component can then be expressed as
s, ik
= = Ac(ko) ko tanh kod =q (31) 3
3 based upon linear wave. Here a, is the vertical particle acceleration and
E Ac(ko) is the limiting wave amplitude associated with the wave number, ko.
3 Since A is related to the wave energy, we further assume that

Acz(ko) a r g, (k) dk = ¥? r g, (k) dk (32)
ko ko

where Sl(k) is the equilibrium one-dimensional wave spectrum integrated over

the angle of spreading and y is a constant of proportionality. The above
assumption has the phynicll‘nenning that the contribution to wave steepness

of a certain wave number component is mainly due to waves of higher wave numbers.
The validity of this assumption may be illustrated in a much simplified situa-
tion with, say, two wave components of distinct wave numbers, k, and kz, with,
say, kz significantly larger than kl' superimposing upon each other. One then
expects that the effect of the longer wave on the shorter wave is mainly an

apparent change of mean water level upon which the shorter wave rides.

Neglecting the interaction between these two wave components, the steepness
of the shorter wave can be considered to be unaffected by the longer one.

The reverse, however, can not be true as any local irregularity as a result 4
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of the superimposed ghorter wave contributes to the change of wave steepness

4

B
"
i

to the longer one. This argument when extended to irregular waves leads

to the condition expressed in Eq. (32).

Now substituting Eq. (32) into Eq. (31), reveals that 8, (k) should
assume the following form

2 kd sech’kd + tanh kd
S GitaR R

3 a
E 8, (k) = 2¢ & tanh kd) (33)

This is the functional relationship of the spectral density in the equilibrium
range ko > k, in water of finite depth. Since 2(%)2 is a constant, @ normalized
function Ga(k) can be defined such that

AR T T
3 Calhh s (34)
2 13 tanh3 kd

The function 3a(k) or Ga(k) is the counterpart of Eq. (30) for water of finite
depth. The value of ksga(k) approaches a constant when d > © as it should
= (see Phillips, 1966). For water of finite depth, however, kBga(k) is a mono-
: tonically decreasing function of increasing kd. This relationship in terms

of k3Ga(k) vs. kd is shown in'?ig. 30. The variation of Ga(k) with kd is

also computed and is shown in Fig. 31.
The constant in Eq. (33) can be estimated based upon the fact that when

d + = the functional relationship expressed in Eq. (33) should approach Eq. (30),

i.e.,

E lin rs (k)dk = r 84(n)dn] (35
A ko a - d Ve

d > e n= gko
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where n, = Jgko is the dispersion relationship in deepwater. The value of
2

2(%)2 is thus found to be approximately equal to 8.4 x 10

The equilibrium function in frequency domain can be readily shown as

1
Liting G ety @ (6)
where Cg is the group velocity and k = fl(n) is the wave dispersion relation-
ship in shallow water. Since, in general, k is a function of both water
depth and current, the equilibrium function, ¢a(n) or ga(k) should also vary
with these parameters. By virtue of Eq. (10) which is commonly accepted
dispersion relationship, the variation of oa(n) or ga(k) with respect to both
u and d can be easily established. Figures 32 and 33 plot the ol(n) as a
function u keeping d constant. Figures 34 and 35, on the other hand, shows
the variation of oa(n) with respect to d for a constant u. It can be seen
that both u and d (for u # 0), in particular, u, affect sienificantly the
equilibrium function. A counter current, for instance, will surpass a signifi-
cant portion of energy in the high frequency end and there is a cut off
frequency beyond which the energy is zero. For the case of a null current,
¢a(n) can be shown to be invariant with respect to water depth; ga(n), however,
is not.

While the oa(n) as derived seems to explain reasonably well the behavior
of high frequency components in shoaling water, it also indicates that for small
kd (long wave components in shallow water), waves can hardly reach saturation

and thus no breaking will occur in this range. The latter result indeed is

puzzling and contradicts to observation. This problem arises from the basic
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assumption in that the breaking criterion is based upon vertical acceleration.
As waves enter into shallow region, the obitor water particle motion

becomes elliptic. Thus, the fluid becomes more and more difficult to attain
the critical vertical acceleration to reach incipient breaking. While the
critical vertical acceleration might still remain as a sufficient condition,
it no longer is necessary and the wave might break when other modes of
motion e£ceed certain critical value. For wave components of small wave
numbers in shallow water the fluid motion in the horizontal direction, both
velocity and acceleration, becomes significantly larger than the vertical
one. Therefore, waves may break when the horizontal fluid motion exceeds
certain value far before the vertical acceleration reaches the breaking
criterion. The physical appearances of these two kinds of breaking might,
also, be quite different; the fluid separates from the wave in the
horizontal direction in one case and in the vertical direction in the

other. They both, however, can serve as effective means of restraining

the wave growth.

A commonly invoked criterion in the horizontal direction is that the
horizontal fluid velocity at the surface exceeds a certain fraction of wave
celerity. Again utilizing linear wave theory, this criterion can be
expressed as

A Ac(ko)s ko -5

1
P 9y

c 37)

where up is the horizontal component of water particle velocity, % is a
constant and c is the wave celerity. For a monochromatic wave train, one

may argue from physical intuition that a wave will break when the horizontal
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fluid motion exceeds the wave celerity, or equivalently, oy should be equal

to unity. Field observation and experimental evidences seem to indicate
that ay should be around 0.5.
The widely used Miche's (1944) limiting steepness wave in shallow

water, for instance, can be shown as equivalent to Eq. (37) with a value
of ay) = 0.45. The modified Miche's criterion as used in this work (Eq. 21)
will yield a value of @ = 0.38. It is also interesting to observe here that
the criterion expressed in the above equation when applied to deepwater
becomes equivalent to the acceleration criterion of Eq. (33), provided
@ = a. Longuet-Higgins (1976) recently showed that the wave will break
when Av attains 0.397 g, in other words, a = 0,397 which is indeed compatible
with the range of values of ay indicated here.

If the same procedures used to arrive at the acceleration-limited

equilibrium function are followed, the velocity-limited counterpart can be

obtained. It assumes the following form:

tanh kd (tanh kd - kd sechzk& (38)

1.2
g, () = 3

a
T2
When matched with the deepwater equilibrium condition, the coefficient (_7)

is found to be equal to 9.4 x 10-2.

Like Ga(k)' a normalized function Gu(k) can be defined such that

g, (k)

G, () =

u
a, 2 (39)

(—;)




Similar to the acceleration-limited equilibrium function, the value of k3gu(k)
or k3Gu(k). is a function of kd only. This relationship is plotted in the
same graph with k3 Ga(k) in Fig. 30 to offer comparison. In contrast to
k3Gu(k). the function kacu(k) is a monotonically increasing function with
increasing kd and approaches asymptotically to the constant value as k3Ga(k)
when kd + =,

Field data seemed to support the trend as depicted by the curve kacu(k).
Pierson's data from the stereo-wave observation project (1962) is plotted in
the same figure to indicate this trend. In plotting these data, an arbitrary
water depth d = 10 m was assumed. Thus, the comparison is only qualitative.
The variations of Gu(k) with kd is shown in Fig. 31 to offer a comparison with
Ga(k)' Unlike Ga(k), Gu(k) assumes a bell-shape and has a maximum at kd = 0.072.
This, at least, offers apossible explanation as to why most of the energy
spectra obtained in the fileld are bell-shaped and have a selected range of wave
number or frequency that has a larger energy-containing capacity.

The corresponding equilibrium function in frequency domain based upon
velocity criterion, ou(n) can be computed in a similar fashion as $a(n). Unlike
0a(n), Ou(n) is not an invarian: with d when u = 0. Examples of ‘u(n) as
function of u with d = constant are plotted in Figs. 32 and 33 with the
corresponding oa(n) curves. The variation of ou(n) with d keeping u
constant is shown in Figs. 34 and 35 where ¢(n) curves are plotted with the
same condition. From these figures, it can be seen that ou(n) and Qa(n)
intersect at a certain frequency np. For wave components of n > np. the

equilibrium is maintained by acceleration criterion. When fluid acceleration

exceeds this criterion, breaking occurs with the appearance of spilling
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over. For wave components of n < np. the equilibrium is governed by the
horizontal fluid velocity. When fluid velocity exceeds this limit,
breaking also occurs with the appearance of curling over, or commonly known

as plunging. This composite picture is illugtrated in Fig. 36.
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Fig. 36: Composite equilibrium curve of breaking criteria

A number of comparisons between field data :nnd the composite equilibrium
curves are shown in Figs. 37to 38 . The cases selected here are either fully
breaking or partially breaking waves. The current used in these cases are not
actually measured values but arbitrary assigned to yield better comparisons.
The range of these values are, however, not unreasonable under the actual

conditions.

8. Wave Climate at the Test Site

Based on field observation, aided by the computer prediction, some
assessment can be made on the wave climate at the test site. Since the field
measurement was conducted for a relatively short period with the highest

measured significant wave height up to only 1.5 Mneither statistical infor-
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mation can be derived nor the results can be extrapolated with any confidence

to waves of much larger amplitude. In addition, the measurement was obtained

on a single line and the prediction covered a section approximately 400 m from

each side of the control line; the observations made herewith should also be

viewed within this context.

The shoreline at the test section forms an angle of approximately 17° from

the north as shown in Fig. 7. The offshore bar serves as an effective wave

breaker during low tide. The breaker role apparently is insignificant during

high tide for waves of common occurrance. However, even at high tide, the

bar seems to act as a wave reflector and offers partial protection when waves
are approaching from S-W quadrant. Waves from N-W quadrant are manifestly less

affected by the presence of the bar. If no breaking accurs at the bar, waves

from the N-W quadrant are, in general, amplified when approaching shoreline;
the wave amplification as well as the incident angle appears to be rather uniform

along the test section; the energy density function peaks up in the vicinity

of dominant frequency components. This situation is illustrated in Table 3 for

the wave component, n = 0.15. For waves approaching from S-W quadrant, the

situation is quite different. The variations of both wave angle and wave height

are pronounced from grid to grid in both longshore and of fshore directions. The

energy density function, although peaks up in general when close to shoreline

| may actually diminish at certain localities. This situation is illustrated in
|

Table 4 for the wave component n = 0.15. Fig. 39 compares the spatial variations

of near-breaking wave angles for the case when waves approach from N-W quadrant

to that from S-W quadrant.

=

It is quite apparent that in the former case, the

breaking angles are rather orderly oriented whereas in the latter case, the

breaking angles are more erratic. Since wave-induced currents, such as
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1.050 1.048 1.063 1.024 1.027 1,063 1.016 1.014 1.043 1.028
1.028 1.033 1,023 1.016 1,033 1,027 1.712 1605 1.021 1.128
1.016  1.0146 1,016 1.010  1.023 1,018 1.005 1.006 1006 1910
1.009 . 1.010 1.011 1.007 1.014 1.006 1005 1.0604 1004 1908
1.008 1.006 1.005 1.004 1.002 1.005 1.04 1.001 1.6 3 1006
1.003  1.002 1,003 1.002 1.002 1,003 1.0 Talliy 1070 Ta 2
1.001 1.001  1.092 1.001  1.000 1,000 0,999 0,999 D999 0,999

Table 3:+ Wave Conditions for Waves from SeW Quadrant (n=0.15)
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Fig. 39: Comparison of spatial variations of near-breaking wave angles
approaching from N-W quadrant to that from S-W quadrant
the longshore drift is governed by wave angle and wave height, one expects
that along the test section waves from the N-W quadrant should be more
effective in creating an undisrupted longshore current than that from the
S-W quadrant. The latter offers a better chance to create circulation
cells.

As pointed out, already in previous sections, waves from the S-W are
more varied spatially and are more sensitive to the bottom changes. This
point is well illustrated in Fig. 29 where the predicted spectrum at 75 m
(the adjacent grid) south of station 2 is compared with that at Station 2;
the change is quite significant for two adjacent grids.

Although the offshore bar plays a protection role most of the time,
it also could occasionally become an energy trapper to prevent wave energy

from escaping the inshore zone. This occurs mainly under the offshore

wind condition as shown in Fig. 13. Fortunately, this condition often
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is associated with moderate waves, thus, may not pose a serious condition
to shore erosion. However, the energy piling up on the shoreward side of

the bar might be just sufficient to maintain the permanence of the bar.

9. Conclusions

The field data obtained at the Island of Sylt supports the validity
of the numerical model on wave energy transformation in regions with as
complex a nearshore hydrograph as the test site, With due consideration
on the complexity of the problem and the simplified assumptions made in
the modeling, the numerical predictions yield quite acceptable results
of energy-containing wave components and long-wave components. In these
ranges, the agreement between predicted results and field data ic considered
good up and prior to breaking. It suggests that the transformation of
waves components within these ranges is mainly influenced by shoaling
and refraction, the two factors included in the modeling. The numerical
results are unsatisfying in high frequency components where local effects
of energy dissipation, generation or transfer are deemed to be more
important. All these effects are not being considered in the present
model.

Turbulent generation due to wave instability seems to be the dominant
mechanism of energy dissipation as opposed to bottom friction which seems
to play a very minor role except in the region of wave uprush. Based upon
commonly used wave instability criteria, the equilibrium energy spectral
density function in shoaling water has been developed. This function

provides saturation condition on spectral density for the complete frequency

(or wave-number) range and, thus, enables one to estimate the limiting
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spectra as functions of local water depth and current conditions.
Comparisons with field data are encouraging, in particular, for cases where
waves break over offshore obstacles such as the offshore bar in the
present study. An explanation has been offered on the difference between
spilling and plunging breakers.

The limited field data alone does not provide sufficient information
to perform wave climate assessment at the test location. However, when
coupled with numerical computations which extend the point 1nformagion to
spatial distribution certain general observations can be made. The offshore
bar plays the double roles as energy dissipator and trapper depending mainly
on the wind direction,tidal stage and wave height. For low tide, the role of
dissipation dominates. For high tide and nonbreaking wave, the bar acts
like a partial reflector under onshore wind and an energy trapper under off-
shore wind. Waves fron the N-W quadrant are found to be less affected by
the bar and are more effective in genmerating unidirectional longshore drift
directing southward. Waves from the S-W quadrant appear to have greater spatial
variations both in wave angle and wave magnitude and are likely to promote nearshore
circulation cell. For wind wave conditions, the JONSWAP spectra are reasonable

deepwater inputs for the tested region. All the above observations await further

field experiment for verification.

In conclusion, the numerical model has shown to be valid and provides a
sueful tool to yield spatial information on wave energy spectra in nearshore
zone. Further improvements could be made in the following directions:

1. Field data with simultaneous current information.

2. The effect of directional spreading.

3. The interaction among wave components
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and in that order of importance.

Analytical and experimental work should

be continued in the area of developing limiting wave spectra in shallow

water. This information should be useful in determining limiting design

condition for engineering purposes.
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Appendix 1
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Zusamuenfassung

iessungen und Berechnungen der Verdnderung

von Wellenspektren vor der Insel Sylt

Im Kiistenvorfeld der Insel Sylt, rd. 900 m seewidrts, wurden Wellen-
spektren gemessen. Die im Mai 1976 fiir die Dauer von zwei Wocher
betriebene MeBkette unfaBte sieben Stationen. Die Ergebnisse der
Naturmessungen wurden nach der Auswertung wit einem von den Ver-
fassern fir dieses Projekt vorher entwickelten numerischen Berech-
nungsansatz fir die EZnergieumwandlung in Flachwassergebieten ver-
glichen,

Die Verte der numerischer 3erechnung zeigten eine gute t'berein-
stimpung mit den Daten aus der Natur im Bereich der unteren und
mittleren Freguenzenjy im Bereich hoher Frequenzen war die f'berein-
stiomung weniger gut,

Ausgehend von den bekannten Stabilitdtskriterien fir Wellen wurde
eine Gleichgewichtsfunktion der spektralen Energiedichte fiir Berei-
che mit beschrédnkter Wassertiefe entwickelt, die fir das gesamte
Spektrum gute Ubereinstimmung hinsichtlich der Spektraldichte zeigt.
Die Vergleiche mit den Naturmessungen fallen ebenfalls gut aus, es
bedarf jedoch weiterer kMessungen fiir eine allgemeingiiltige Be-
statigungo.

Aus der Verbindung von lieBergebnissen und theoretischen Berechnun-
gen konnten Aussagen iiber das Wellenklima des Untersuchungsgebie=-
tes vor Sylt gewacht werden. Es wurde gezeigt, dal das kiistenparal-
lele Riff eine Doppelfunktion als Energie umwandelnde und Energie
konzentrierende worphologische Formation hat. Weiterhin konnta ab-

geleitet werden, dal Wellen aus dem NW- Quadranten den griBten Eine

fluf auf die Entstehung von Kistenldngsstrdmungen und damit auf
den Kiistenlangstransport haben.




