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SUMMARY

Modern—day explosive manufacturina and loading facilities• require increased protection to achieve a safe operating system .
However , this  Increased protection is expensive and In many
cases difficult to obtain. Where relatively large quantities of
explosives are involved , economy of construction can be real ized
with the use of belowground reinforced concrete structures.
Since they are located below the ground surface, these structures
can utilize barricaded intraline separation distances for their
siting and thereby realize cost saving for utilities and other
facilities connecting various buildin gs .

At the present time, the design of belowground structures
is based upon requirements for conventional loads, i.e., the
walls are designed as retaining walls without considering the
effects produced by an internal explosion . In order to provide
insight into the blast-resistant capacities of belowground

• st ructures a series of tests was performed at Dugway Proving
Ground under the direction of Picatinny Arsenal . This series

• consisted of ten tests on two one-third scale models of a typical
belowground operating building. Each structure was a 2.44 m
(8 ft) cube consisting of four concrete walls and a floor slab
and an open roof. The top of the structure was at the ground
level . Concrete aprons were used to provide lateral support at
the top of the walls. The apron was removed prior to perfo rming
the last test on each structure. Eight tests were performed on
one of the models, whereas the second structure was subjected to
the effects of only two explosions. The quantities of explosives
used in the first three tests (Cel l No. 1) were small , 2.7 kg• (6 lbs ) and less. Tests 4 , 5, 6, 7 and 9 of Cell No. 1 used• explosive quantities of 11.2, 19.5, 28.8, 36.9 and 68.0 kg
(25, 43, 63, 81 and 150 lbs), respectively. Tests 8 and 10 were
performed on Cell No. 2 and utilized explosive quantities of 86.7

• and 113.4 kg (191 and 250 lbs), respectively. The center of
gravity of all explosive charges (Composition B or C-4) was
located ~t the geometric center of the structures. Electronic
Instrumentation, as well as hand measurements , were used to
determine the wall deflections . Also, both still and motion
picture camera coverage was provided for documentation purposes .

The cell used in the first seven tests and Test 9 survived
the combined effects of the eight explosions ; on the other hand
the second cel l failed during the second test performed on it.
Based upon these resul ts , it is estimated that the maximum
blast—resistant capacity of the full—scale structures of the

t

1
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configuration tested is in the order of 2,700 to 3,600 kg (6 ,000
to 8,000 lbs) of Hi.

It Is proposed that additional tests be performed to
provide quantitative means for determining the blast-resistant
capacity of belowground reinforced concrete structures and to
develop various configurations Of these structures for large
explosive quantities.

2
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INTRODUCTION

Background

To provide economy of construction and still achieve safety
needs , new explosive manufacturing and loading plants are
utilizing more and more bel owground construction . However, pre-
sently there is relatively little quantitative data available
whereby the exp losive capacity of a belowqround structure can be
determined; particularly when the potential explosion Is wi thin
the building itself (donor structure).

In order to obtain necessary data relating to the per-
formance (capacity and damage which may be sustained by below-
ground structures) a series of tests was perfo rmed under the
direction of the Manufacturing Technology Di rectorate of
Picatinny Arsenal as part of Its overall Safety Engineering
Support Program for the U.S. Army Armament Command. This report,
which was prepared with the assistance of Ammann & Whitney ,
Consulting Engineers , summarizes the resul ts of these tests and

j provides conclusions and recommendations for further evaluation
of belowground structures.

• Purpose and Obj ectives

The main purpose of the test series was to evaluate the
blast-resistant capacities of fully vented (open roof) below-
ground structures when subjected to the blast output of internal
explosions.

The objectives of the tests are summarized as follows :

1. To evaluate the strength afforded by the reinforced
concrete and the surrounding soil , as a composite unit ,
to resist the bl ast output of an explosion .

2. To determine the modes of failure of the structure when
overloaded by blast.

3. To determine quantitatively the upper explosive limi t
of belowground reinforced concrete protective structures.

Format and Scope of Report

This report is organized into three basic areas. The
second section of the body of the report considers the test
setups including description of the test structures and the

• instrumentation. Damage sustained by the structures is

3
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described in the third section ; while the conclusions based upon
the test results, as wel l as recommendations for further testing,
are presented in the fourth section.

Since future standards of measurements in the Un i ted States
will be based upon the SI Units (International System of Units)
rather than the United States System of Units now in use , all
measurements presented in this report will conform to that of
the SI units . However, for those persons not fully familiar
with the SI Units, United States equivalent units of particular
test data are presented in parenthesis adjacent to the SI units .
Also , a list of units , symbols , and United States conversion
factors for SI units Is presented in the Appendix.

:~-1
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TEST DESCRIPTION

General

Ten tests were performed at the White Sage Flat Test
Facility range of Dugway Proving Ground (DPG) at Du way, Utah.

• Eight tests were conducted during June 1975 while the remaining
• two tests were completed in September 1975. Figure 1 i llustrates

the site layout of this test series.

Two structures were tested; both of which were identical in
* terms of general dimensions, foundation type and surrounding

soil conditions. In order to determine the structural response
of each test structure, both electronic and hand measurements of
the structural deflections produced by the b las t were recorded.
Photographic coverage -of both pre- and post-test conditions of
each structure was made in order to define the damage incurred

j • due to the blast.

Tes t Structures

t Each structure was constructed of reinforced concrete and
• 

t was positioned belowground. The top of the structure was level
with the ground surface. As will be shown, the size of the test
structure was representative of a one—third scale model of a

• typical belowground operating building.

Figure 2 illustrates the layout of the test structure while
Figure 3 shows the structural details.

• Each structure was rectangular in shape and consisted of
four walls and a foundation slab. The overall interior dimen-, sions of each structure was 2.44 m (8 ft) cube while the concrete
thickness of each wall and the slab was 0.2 in (8 in.) and 0.25 m
(10 In.), respectively. The amount of reinforcement in the
individual members was determined by considering the structures ’
capacity to sustain the exterior soil pressures and compl ied
with the minimum flexural reinforcement as specified in the

• TM 5-1300 (Ref 1). Laced reinforcement was not used in these
walls.

Positioned at the top of each test structure was a reinforced
concrete apron having a width and thickness of 0.91 m (3 ft) and

• 
0 .2 m (8 in.), respectively. The apron was continuous around

• the structure and was cast monolithically to the exterior of the
walls (Fig 4). As. wi l1 be shown later, this apron provided a
significant increase in strength -to the walls and, thererby, in—
creased the explosive capacity Of the structure.

5



Initially it was planned to construct each test structure *

totally below ground. However , in order to avoid an elaborate
and complicated Installation of instrumentation for measuring• wall deflections , it was decided to position the structure partly• below the natural terrain for a depth of 0.86 m (2 ft-1O in.)
and backfill around that portion of the structure extending above

• ground. In order to simulate  the infinite soil conditions which
would be associated wi th the structure positioned completely
below ground, the backfill above the natural grade was extended
horizontally in all directions away from the structure for a
distance of 7.6 m (25 ft) and at that point allowed the fill to
slope at the rate of 2 on 1 to the elevation of the natural
terrain.

Prior to construction, the entire site allocated for the
construction of each structure (structure and backfill) was
stripped of loose surface material and existing vegetation, by
scraping. The fill used for backfilling both the belowground and

• upper portion of the structure consisted of well—graded sand-
gravel material which was placed in 0.2 m (8 In.) thick layers

• wh ich, in turn, were compacted to 92 percent of the maximum dry
• density as required by Reference 2.

Figure 5 illustrates the construction phase of the project.
Additional construction photographs are presented In Reference 3.

Test Sequence

I Of the ten tests performed, the first eight tests can be
considered as response tests to determine the maximum capacity
of the belowground structure as originally designed . The seven

- initial tests were performed on one of the test structures
(hereafter referred to as Cell No. 1), while the eighth test was

• performed on the second structure or Cell No. 2. Testing of
Cell No. 1 was performed in stages with progressively larger
charges being used in each successive test (Table 1). The re-

• sults of these tests were used to establish what was thought to
be the upper limit of the explosive capacity of the structure.
This so-called upper limi t was then used as the explosive

• quantity of the test of Cell No. 2 in Test No. 8.

Al thouth both cells were severely damaged after the comple-
tion of the first eight tests, the structures had not failed

• - 
and, therefore, additional tests were scheduled to try to
establish an insight as to the magnitude of the structure’s
capacity in the event that the previously mentioned concrete
aprons were eliminated. For this purpose, Cell No. 1 was tested
in Test No. 9,, while Test No. 10 utilized Cell No. 2.

k~~
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Modification of the structures was accomplished by removing the
aprons with the use of a concrete saw .
Explosive Charges

• The explosive used in Tests 1 through 8 was Composition B.
Each charge had a cylindrical shape with an aspect ratio (length
to diamete~ ratio) of one. The explosives used in Tests 9 and
10 were formed from Composition C-4 blocks. The blocks, which

• weIghed 0.57 kq (1-1/4 ibs) each, were arranged to form a
cubicle shape (Fig 6). All charges were initiated electrically
from the control house.

The weights of the individual charges used in the various
tests are given in Table 1.

Individual charges weighing 6.8 kg (15 ibs) or more were
supported on wooden benches , while smaller charges were hung
from cross—wires attached to the -top of the cell walls. All

- charges were located at the geometri c center of the cell.

• As previously mentioned, the size of the test structure was
- - selected such that it would represent a one-third scale version

of a full scale operating building . Therefore, the full scale
charge weights which would be associated with the representative• full scale structure would be equal to 27 times the weight of

• the individual charges used in the tests. These full scale
equivalent charge weights are also presented in Table 1.

• 
Instrumentation and Measurements

Deflection Gages

~ Only one of the four walls of each cell was instrumented
- • with electronic displacement gages. Displacement-time history• measurements were recorded at nine locations of the wall (Fig 7).

All gages were linear displacement transducers which operate on
the principle of change in inductance in the coils of a linear
differential transformer with change in position of the core.

• These gages had a 0.15 m (6 in.) stroke which, as will be• discussed later, was exceeded in several of the tests. 
*

Each gage was mounted at the mound side of the structure on
steel support frames. • The deflection rods (cores ) were connected

* to steel rods (Fig 8) which passed through pipe sleeves . The
steel rods were embedded in the concrete wall of the structure.
Movement of the wall moved the deflection rods within the gage.
The sleeves minimi zed any binding of the steel rods by the
compacted earth.



Hand Measurements

• Pre- and post-shot measurements of the curvature of three
walls of each cel l were made at the intersection of horizontal
and vertical grid lines marked on the inner faces of the cell

• (Fig 9). These measurements were made to a fixed frame of
reference consisting of a steel beam supported on two concrete
blocks which were positioned adjacent to the cell. Each block ,
which was 0.36 m long by 0.31 m wide by 0.38 m deep (14 in. by
12 in. by 15 in.), was positioned to a pair of fixed bench marks
located outside the blast affected area. The positions of the
blocks both before and after each test was checked to determine
whether movement of the blocks occurred during a test. Each
end of the steel beam, which was portable, was located at the
center of each block. The bottom flange of the beam was fitted
with a “Unistrut” type channel which served as the rail for a
trolley-type assembly which , in turn, supported a plumb line .
The pl umb line could be moved along the length of the beam to
points opposite the grid lines on the walls. Measurements be-
tween the plumb line and the Intersections of the grid lines
were made with the use of a steel ruler. The measurements were
made before and after each test and, thereby recorded the move-
ment of the wall during the test. The beam wIth the trolley and
plumb line was removed during each test.

•~•. I
Details of the hand measurement equipment are illustrated

in Figure 8.

Damage Survey

The entire inner surface (four walls and floor) of the cell ,
as well as the upper surface of the apron was painted white
and marked wi th a grid of 13 mm (1/2 in.) wide black lines . The
white-lined surface facilitated detection of cracks and location

• of areas of spalled concrete and reinforcement damage. The
intersection of the black lines also served as the points used
for performing the previously mentioned hand measurements.

Measurement of Backfill Movement

No special electronic instrumentation was used to measure
soil movement around the structures during the tests. However,
poles which were placed in the backfill adjacent to the south
and west sides of each structure were used to yield qual itative
information about the nature of the gross movement of the soil
relative to that of the structure. A total of nineteen poles
were used at each of the above two sides of each cell and were
arranged in a pattern illustrated in Figure 8. Each pipe was

I ‘~i — — - —•. -
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38 mm (1—1/2 in.) in diameter with its exposed end painted orange
for better visibility .

Photographic Documentation

For documentary purposes motion picture camera coverage of
the tests was used to observe the cells during each detonation.
Still photographs were taken to record the pre-shot setup in
terms of site location, general arrangement, construction details
and instrumentation; and to record post-shot test results.

Three movie cameras were utilized in the Individual tests.
One camera, with a speed of 500 frames per second, was used to
record an overall view of the test; whereas the other two cameras,
each having a speed of 3,000 frames -per second, were used to
photograph the cell and backfill movements. The positions of the
cameras are shown In Figure 8. A hand motion picture camera was• also used to make documentary films of the test series; recording

• 
. the various phases of the construction, pre-test setup and post-

test damage.

1.



• TEST RESULTS

General

Resul ts of the tests are presented in terms of pictorial
photos, crack patterns and displ acement measurements. The photos
and crack patterns illustrate the damage sustained by the various
wall elements, whereas the displacement measurements Indicate the
motions to which the walls were subjected. Both permanent and
time dependent displacements are presented. Because of the
severe damage sustained by Cell No. 1 in Test No. 9, and Cell No.
2 in Test No. 10, the results of these tests are presented only
In pictorial form.

Structural Damage

Test Numbers 1 to 3 - Cell No. 1 (0.9, 2.7 and 2.7 kg)

The damage sustained by the structure in Test Nos. 1 to 3
* was relatively minor. There was no damage In Test No. 1 except

• very minor pitting of the concrete walls. After Test No. 2, some
hairline cracks appeared in the vertical corners of the cell as

• shown in Figure 10. No sign of movement of the soil was visibl e
in either Test No. 1 or Test No. 2.

In Test No. 3, the cracks sustained in Test No. 2 were in-
creased and the spalling of concrete to a depth of 3 mm (1/8 in.)
along the vertical cracks was observed (Fig 11). Formation of
these cracks (in Test Nos. 2 and 3) indIcated that yielding of
the interior corner reinforcement was produced. Also , as will be
shown later, these corner bars tended to pull out of their
supports and thereby increased the size of the cracks.

• Damage to the floor, if any, could not be observed because
of water on the floor due to rain prior to testing. No spelling
or cracking of the concrete was observed at any other place on
the interior surface of the walls. Al though the earth-fill behind
the wa’ls was not removed and, therefore, the exter ior surfaces of
the walls could not be observed, it was felt that vertical tensile
cracks at the center of each wall were formed in these tests.

Diagonal hairline cracks were formed in Test No. 3 at the
four corners of the cell apron. Each crack extended approximately

* 
0.46 m (1 ft—6 In.) away from the corner (Fig 12). A separation
of approximately 3 mm (1/8 in.) was formed between the concrete
and the soil around the periphery of the apron. This separation
was an indication of the occurrence of horizontal movement
(vibration) of the cell.
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Tes t Number 4 - Cel l No. 1 (11.2 kg)

Spelling of concrete in corners of the cell observed in Test
No. 3 was appreciably increased and extended over the lower
three-fourths of the cell height. Depth of spell was as large
as 19 mm (3/4 in.) with some reinforcing bars in the corners
visible. Cracks appeared along the intersection of floor slab
and all four walls. Approximately 0.3 m (1 ft) below the top of
the walls , horizontal hairl ine cracks were formed. These cracks
were formed by the yielding of vertical reinforcement at the
interface of the walls which, in turn , was produced by the blast
loads acting on the top of the aprons . Hairline cracks were
formed in the floor sla b wh ich radiated from its center. All
this damage is illustrated In Figure 13.

The above described damage indicated that walls were being
pushed into the soil by the blast loads and were acting as pl ates
supported on four sides; the top support being furnished by the
apron acting as a series of interconnected deep beams. The
apron crack pattern, as shown in Figure 12, i llus trates the
above-mentioned beam action of the apron . It may also be noted
from Figure 12 that cracks were formed in the soil at the
location of the poles indicating the soil movement has occurred.
These cracks were situated at the poles because of the soil
weakness produced at these locations by insertion of the poles.
The significance of the cracks Is the extent away from the
structure to which the soil is effective In resisting the move-

• ment of the structure, i.e., the angle of friction (0) between
the structure and the supporting soil is equal to or greater than
65 degrees (Fig 14). This relatively large friction angle is In
part attributed to the vertical compression forces produced by
the downward motion of the concrete apron and to a lesser extent
by the bl ast loads acting on the surface of the backfill
surrounding the structure.

Test Number 5 - Cell No. 1 (19.5 kg)

Concrete spelling in the corners extended the full height
of the cell. Vertical and horizontal reinforcement bars in the
corners were visible. The vertical bars were pushed out by
horizontal bars which tried to pul l out of their supports.
Similarly, vertical bars at the junction of floor slab and walls
were visible. Horizontal cracks were formed at the junction of
apron and walls (Fig 15). Total deflection near the center of

• walls was as large as 100 mm (4 in.). Except for some concrete
scabbing of the walls , the debris placed adjacent to the charge

-

• In this test (Fig 16) did not cause any structural damage.
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The general crack pattern of the apron in this  test remained
the same as that of Test No. 4. However , the cracks did widen a
bit and a few new cracks around the outs ide corners of the apron
were formed (Fig 17).

Like the concrete damage to the apron, the crack pattern
fo rmed in the soil in Test No. 4 did not change in Test No. 5
except that the cracks were widened . Soil was loose around the
poles in the first three rows nearest the walls whi le, at the
fourth row, the soil remained intact. Concrete pads located in
the soil at opposite sides of the cel l were moved towards one
another a total of 13 mm (1/2 in.). This inward movement of the
blocks was attributed to the upheaval of the backfill which , in
turn , was caused by the outward deflection of the walls and/or
the movement of the overall structure. Like the cracks, the up-
heaval of the soil was evidence that soil was compressed by the
structure and thereby assisted the structure in resisting the
blast output. In addition, the upheaval of the soil was an
Ind ication that the movement along the soil shear plane had occurred.

Test Number 6 - Cel l No. 1 (28.8 kg)

Concrete was broken loose to full thickness of wall in the
corners of the cell. Soil in the back of walls was visible at
the corners. Vertical reinforcement near the corners was pul led
towards the interior of the cell by the straightening action of
horizontal bent bars In the corners. Some of these horizontal
bent bars were broken. Soalling of concrete at the junction of
apron and wall was complete at two walls and all the vertical

• reinforcement was exposed. All bars at the base of these walls
(at the junction with the floor) were visible; some up to a
height Of 0.46 m (1 ft-6 in.). Several of these bars were broken.

• Vertical cracks were located at center of each wall. These cracks
were attributed to tension force produced in a gi ven wall by the
blast loads acting on the two adjoining walls.

Damage to the cell after Test No. 6 is Illustrated in Figure
18.

Cracks which had previously opened in the apron opened even
further with the widest crack being as large as 8 ma (5/16 In.).
This crack was located at center of outside of the apron (Fig 19).
Concrete was crushed along cracks in the outside corners of the
apron. Several pieces of concrete were detached from the inside
corners of the apron (Fig 19).

Soil was displ aced from near the edge of the apron mnd
depos I ted nea r the f irs t row of poles (Fig 19). Movement of the
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soil immediately adjacent to the first row of poles was appro-
ximately 6 mm (1/4 in.). This movement was evident from the air
space which was located at the rear of the poles after the test.
Again, the concrete pads moved towards the cell. The total move-
ment caused was approximately 32 mm (1—1 /4 in.), which Is in-
divat ive of the increase of the soil compression force from one
test to the other.

The soil crack pattern is shown in Figure 20. These cracks
were almost circular out to the edge of the earth-mound and as
before, were formed at the locations of the various groups of
poles. The large radius of the outer crack is an indication that
the angle of friction (0) was even larger than previously
mentioned.

Tes t Number 7 — Cel l No. 1 (36.9 kg)

Figure 21 illustrates the overall view of the damage to the
cel l including debris from the breakup of the wall and apron
after Test No. 7. Damage to the walls and apron is illustrated
in Figure 22. Most of the debris was formed from the breakup of
the wall corners. All reinforcing bars at the corners were
exposed for a wall length of 0.2 m (8 in.). Some of the earth-
fill fell into the cell from behind the corners (Fig 23). Per-
manent deflections of walls into the soil were as large as 0.2 tn
(8 in.) and with uniform curvatures of the walls clearly visible.
This uniform curvature is attributed to the support provided by
the soil over the full length and height of the walls and again
is evidence Of the increased resistance of the walls provided by
the earth-fill.

Concrete sections weighing 1 kg (2.2 lbs) or more were
thrown out from the structure for a distance of 4.57 m (15 ft).
Smaller sections were thrown even farther. The apron was badly
damaged in the corners and concrete sections were dispersed as
debris (Fig 24).

The craterlng of the soil at the rear of the apron was
extensive in this test. No visibl e tilting of poles took place.
A considerable amount of soil was removed around the base of
each pole. The crack pattern for soil was similar to the one
shown for Test No. 6 (Fig 20), except that cracks as wide as 10
mm (3/8 in.) were formed. Concrete pads moved a total distance
of 60 mm (2-3/8 in.) from their original position and were

• tilted towards the cell as before. A crater was formed in the
floor slab about 0.46 mm (1 ft-6 in.) in diameter and about
51 iii (2 in.) deep. Radial cracks 0.61 m to 0.91 m (2 ft to 3
ft) long were formed.
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Test Number 8 — Cel l No. 2 (86.7 Içg)

Two charges were used in this test, as previously mentioned ,
one weighing 43.4 kg (97.8 lbs), and the other weightinci slightly
less at 43.3 kg (97.5 lbs). These charges were placed side by
side on a wooden bench and were detonated simultaneously. This
was the first of two tests performed in Cel l No. 2.

Extensive ~palling of concrete and separation of concrete
from the reinforcement of each wall took place (Fig 25). Pieces
of concrete weighing upward to 4 kg (8.8 ibs) were thrown as far
away as 10 m (30 ft). Most of the horizontal bent reinfo rcino
bars at the corners on the inside face of the cell were broken.
Al so , many of the bars on the inside face at the junction of walls
and floor were ruptured. All the vertical b•ars of east wall and
most of the vertical ba•rs of west -wall on inside face were
broken at the j unction of apron; corresponding reinforcement of
the other walls remained intact. The concrete was displaced
from the four corners. Also , cavities behind each corner was
formed by displacement of the backfill by the blast pressures.
Figure 26 illustrates typical damage to each of the four walls.

Di rectly below the charge, the floor slab was crushed over
a 1 m (3 ft— 4 in.) diameter area ; with the concrete in this
area pushed into the soil. Outside of the depression, circular
and radial cracks extended out to the walls (Fig 27).

Aprons had diagonal cracks as large as 13 mm (1/2 in.) in
width . All four walls along with the apron were pushed into the
soil .  East and west s ides of the apron were pushed u pward in a
convex form, whereas north and south sides of the apron were
pushed down in a concave form. This variation of the apron de—
flections was attributed to the variation in the tension forces
in walls due to the charge orientation ; i.e. for cylindrical
charges having an aspect ratio of one , the walls positioned• paral lel to the center-line of the double charge (Fig 28) are
subjected to a greater portion of blast output than are walls
which are oriented perpendicular to the charge center-line. Here,
the larger loads acting on the east and west walls produced larger
tension forces in the north and south walls and thereby caused the
downward curvature of the aprons of these latter walls. As will
be shown later, this variation in blast loads also affected the
magnitudes of the wall displacements.

In addition to extensive diagonal cracking in apron corners,
the concrete was disengaged at the outside corners (Fig 29).
This was a result of the compression forces produced in the
aprons due to their deep beam action . Compression failure also . -
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occurred at the center of the east and west side of the apron.
At these sections, the compress ion forces , in addition to those
produced by the deep beam action , were produced by the convex
defo rmation of the apron discussed earlier. The apron also had
crac ks In the center portions running from the outs ide face to
the junction of walls and apron and are typical of tension cracks
formed in beams.

Soil was displaced from the edges of the apron exposing the
apron to a depth of up to 0.15 m (6 In.). Soil was loosened up
to a distance of 3.66 m (12 ft) away from the edges of the apron
and, therefore, no crack pattern for soil was visible. No
visible tilting or movement of poles took place. The concrete
pads were pushed out and were tilted away from the cell. This
was probably caused by the loosening of the soil.

Although the total weight of charge used in this test was
less than the combined weight of the charges of the first seven
tes ts , the damage sustained by Cell No. 2 was at least equal to
and in some respects greater than the combined davnaae to Cell
No. 1. In the case of Cell No. 1 , a total of seven separate
charges were detonated independently and produced a larger
elastic recovery of the plastic displacements than that which
was produced by the double charge simultaneously initiated in
Cell No. 2.

Test Number 9 - Cell No. 1 (68 kg)

For thi s test, the apron was sawed off along the outside
face of walls (Fig 30) and 68 kg (150 lbs) of Composition C-4
charge was detonated at the center of the cell.

The added damage to the st ructure consisted of an increase
in the removal of the concrete located at the four corners of
the walls and near the intersection of the walls and floor slab ,
increase in the displacement of each wall panel Into the earth-
fill , additional cracking of the walls and the disengagement of
the top of the wal l which originally was part of the apron which
was not removed prior to the test (Fig 31).

In general, it may be said that complete failure did not
occur and that the structure functioned as an effective barricade,
although some fra~nents were produced.

• Regarding the effectiveness of the apron, the displacements
at the top of the walls after this test were considerably larger
than after the previous tests and, therefore, it may be concluded

• that the apron was effective in l imiting wall displ acements and
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probably provided increased strength to the structure as a whole.
However , its effec ti veness in terms of quantitative measures has
not been es tabl i shed and w ill need further study.
Test Number 10 - Cell No. 2 (113 kg)

Like the cell of Test No. 9, the structure of this test had
its apron removed prior to testinq.

Structural damage sustained in this tes t was considerably
more than that 0f Test No. 9. Two of the walls compl etely
collapsed while the remaining walls were on the verge of failure
(Fig 32). A considerable amount of the wall debris was dispersed• distances greater than barricac’ed intral ine di stances , with
smaller fragments beino projected beyond unbarr icaded di stances.
The secondary missiles formed from the structure breakup would
definitely be a source of c~anger to other structures se parated
front the test structure at the above mentioned safety distances .

The degree of damage to this structure can be associated
wi th damage which is beyond incipient failure. Therefore,
qualitatively it can be said that the charge capacity of this
type of structure will be less than the combined weights of
explos i ves of Tes t No. 8 and 10 or 200 kg (440 lbs).

Deflection Measurements

Hand Measurements

Post-test permanent deflection patterns of all walls exce pt
the east wall were obtained by hand measurements. These measure-
ments were taken at the grid points as shown in Figure 9. Since
there were no apparent permanent deflections , measurements were
not taken for Tests 1 through 3. Also, because of the extensive
damage which occured in Test Nos. 9 and 10, defl ection measure-
ments for these tests were unobtainable.

Results of those hand meas urements are summarized in Table
2; whereas Figures 33 to 37 illustrate the wall defl ection con-
tours . Except for Test Nos. 4 and 8, the deflections given in
both the table and the contours are relative values, e.g. the
val ues gi ven in Figure 35 are the differences in measurements
recorded after the sixth test and the fifth test. In case of
Test Nos. 4 and 8, the values listed can be cons idered as absolute

• deflectiong; since, for the first three tests there were no
apparent permanent deflections and the Test No. 8 was the first
test performed on Cell No 2
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The deflection patterns produced in Test !los. 4 through 7
were similar for the three walls investigated in any one test.
However , the patterns did vary from test to test both in magni-
tude and in shape.

In the initial test , for which measurements were recorded
(Test No. 4), the maximum defl ection was located near the center
of each wall (Figure 33) adjacent to the charge. The magn i tude
of the wall displacement decreased with the increase in distance
away from the center of the wall. The deflections along the
Intersection of each wall with the floor was equal to approxi-
mately one-half the maximum value whIle at the adjoining wall
intersections the deflections varied fron’ the previous mentioned
val ue at the floor to about one-tenth to one-fifteenth of the
maximum displacement at the top of the walls. It is theorized
that the larger deflections at the wall and floor intersections
were produced by the amplifi cation of the blast loads by the

• multiple refl ections of the blast wave In the corners of the
structures .

Except for the south wal l , the deflection along the top of
each wall was constant, and about 1/10 to 1/15 of the maximum
deflection of that wall. In case of the south wall , the de-
flection at the center of the top of the wall was one-fifth of
that of the maximum value . This was attr ibuted to the fact that
the charge was positioned slightly off center and closer to the

• south wall. As was euident from the larger perpendicular cracks
fo rmed at the center of the south wa ll apron, the beam reinforce-
ment yielded in this apron and increased the wall deflec tions .
As w ill be shown, this increase In deflection at the top of the
south wall was also observed In subsequent tests.

As may be seen from Figure 34 , the wall deflection patterns
after the fifth test differed substantially from those of Test
No. 4. Here, the points of maximum deflection were located
closer to the floor slab than were those of the previous test.
Al so the size of the crater (point of maximum deflection) in-

• creased in width which caused the deflections of the wall inter-
sections to increase in the lower half of the walls. The de-
flections at the intersection of the walls and slab were only
sli ghtly smaller In magnitude than that of the maximu m deflection.

After the sixth test, the zone of the maximum displ acement
had spread to encompass almost the entire lower half of each wall.
As in the previous tests, the deflections at the top of the
walls were small in comparison to those in the lower half 0f the

• cell. Here again , these reduced displacements were attributed
to the support afforded by the apron . The deflection contours
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for the walls of Test No. 6 are illustrated in Figure 35.

The spreadinci out of the zone of the maximum deflection to
encompass larger areas of the walls was further continued in Test
No. 7. At this point , the support furnished by one wall or the
floor slab to another wall was negligible due to severe cracking
of the concrete at their intersections . In essence , the main
support for the lower portions of the walls was provided by the
soil (backfill).

It may be noted that the relative wall displacements which
occured in Test No. 7 were smaller than those produced in Test
No. 6. This can be attributed to the nonlinear compaction
characteristics of the soil backfill , i.e. the change in soil
resistance will increase wi th increasing soil compaction. It
is surmised that the compaction of the soil in the previous tests
was such as to produce a high soil resistance and thereby limi ted
the soil displacements which , in turn , limited the wall deflect—
ions of Test No. 7.

Tes t No. 8 was the fi rst test perfo rmed on Cell No. 2 and
utilized a total explosive quantity equal to slightly less than
the combined weiqhts of the explosives used in Test Nos . 1 through
7.

The magnitude of the deflections (Figure 37) sustained by the
north and south walls in Test No. 8 was equal to or slightly
larger than the combined deflections (at a given point) produced
in Test Nos. 4 through 7. On the other hand , the wes t wall and
presumably the east wal l defl ections were approximately 60 per-
cent larger than the combined deflections of the previous tests.
These larger deflec tions were produced by the increase in the
blast output due to the orientation of the two charges with their
common axis parallel to the east and west walls (Figure 28).
Like the previous tests, the deflections were fairly uniform in
magnItude across the lower half of the walls , with considerably
smaller displacements occuring near the top of the cell. It may
be noted that the deflections at the top of the north wall of Cel l
No. 2 were larger than those combined in all seven tests of Cel l
No. 1. This was probably caused by the yielding of the reinforce-
ment In the north wall section of the apron.

Deflection Gage Measurements

A summary of the maximum and permanent relative deflections
recorded by each gage in each test from Test Nos. 4 through 8 is
l is ted in Table 3, whereas the time histories of the deflections
are Ill ustrated In Figures 38 through 57. FIgures 41 through 47
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and Figures 50 and 51 are prepared from computer data output
furnished by the DPG personnel . The remainder of the defl ection

• - 
- gage measurements have been obtained from Reference 3. Since

the gages did not trigger , deflection gage measurements from
Tests No. 1 through 3 are not available. All defl ections re-
corded have been presented both in the SI and u .S. units .

For comparison purposes , permanent deflections obtained
from deflection gages and hand measurements are also listed In
Table 3. It may be noted from Tab le 3 that , in most cases, the
permanent deflect ions obta ined from gage measurements of Tes t
Nos. 4 and 5 compare very favorably wi th those of the hand
measurements . For Test No. 6, the push rods of the gages struck
the angles and were bent and therefore , the gage def lection
measurements cannot be relied upon . In Test No. 7, gages 1
through 4 had a very short time base of 40 ms with the records
ending near the maximum defl ection and therefore , permanent
deflect ions records could not be obtained . Also , the permanent

• deflection records of qaqes 6 and 7 were lost due to a broken
• electr ical connection after the maximum deflections had been

reached . However, all the maximum deflections obtained from
gages in Test No. 7, in combination with the permanent deflec-
tions obtained from hand measurements, define fairly well the

• motions of the structure.

In Test No. 8, all the permanent deflectlons obtained from
the hand measurements were 25 to 50 percent larger than those
obtained from the gage measurements . Al so the maximum defl ec-
tions and permanent deflections obtained from the gages are of

• the same order of magnitude.

This can be explained by the fact that the damage to the
structure was so severe that little or no elastic rebound of
the walls themsel ves or the soil backfill occured. However, the
support furnished by the soil to the wall was evident from the
near uniformity of the wall deflections.

Evaluation of Test Results

The singl e charge capacity (total explosive quantity de-
tonated at one time) of the belowground cell configuration tested
Is difficult to estimate because of the structural modification
which incl uded the removal of the concrete aprons prior to the
performance of Test Nos. 9 and 10. However, a guesstimate of
this capacity can be made based upon the resul ts of the tests of
Cell No. 2.
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The single charge capacity of the test cell was definitely
more than the 87 kg (194 Ibs) of explosives used in Test No. 8

• but was probably less than the combined weights of the exp losives
of Test Nos . 8 and 10, or 200 kq (440 lbs). The strength afforded

• by the backfill was signifi cant in so far as the overall charge
capacity of the structure was concerned. This was demonstrated
in the later tests of Cel l No. 1 and the initial test of Cell No.
2 (Test No. 8). In both cases , the concrete at the intersections
of the walls and floor was completely destroyed. However, the
central sections of the walls remained intact with the reinforce-
ment extending between adjoining members (wall panels and floor
slab) also remaining intact. This type of structural fa ilure was
not cons idered to be a structural collapse. If the soil were not
present, each wall panel would have failed initially at the center
and then the failure spreading towards the corners. This type of
wall collapse would have occurred at much smaller charge capacities
than stated above .

In addition to the soil , strength was also afforded to each
test structure by the concrete aprons located at the top of the
cells. Here, the deflections at the top of the wall were

• minimized by the “ring action” of the apron which in turn redUced
the maximum deflections at the center of the walls. By shifting
the curve of maximum defl ections to the lower portions of the

• • structure, increase in the soil resistance was obtained due to
the additional overburden . Al so , the compressive forces in the
soil, produced by the downward motion of concrete apron which in
turn was caused by the downward motion of the structure as a
whole, increased the angle of friction in the soil and, thereby,
increased the soil capacity to resist the outward motion of the

- 
• wa lls.

Based upon the above, it can be concluded that a full—scale
belowground structure having dimensions equal to three times those
of the test structure would have an upper explosive limi t some-
where in the order of 2,700 to 3,600 kg (6,000 to 8,000 lbs) of
HE when the charge Is located at the geometric center of the cell
and the upper portions of the walls are supported with system
similar to the concrete aprons used in the tests. For cells with
roof panels, where significant blast reflections occur from the
roof panels the explosive limit stated above would be reduced as
discussed later. The limi ting explosive capacity is reached at
full or near full containment of the output of an explosion. If
the explosive charge in a given cell is distributed into two or
more smaller charges, rather than being concentrated as in the
majority of these tests, then individual wall capacities will
differ depending upon the quantity and location of the individual
charges. This was demonstrated in Test No. 8 where two cylindrical
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charges were pl aced side by side in the middl e of the cell such
• that the line connecti ng the centers of the charges was parallel
• to the east and wes t walls. In this case the deflections

attained by those two walls were 60 percent higher than the
defl ections of the north and south walls. It is possible that
in some extreme cases , the two parallel walls would fail whereas
the other two walls would sus ta in very little damage. Thi s
woul d be classified as a structural failure and could occur at
explosive weights less than the charge capacities of the test

• cells. The other factor involving the capacity of a belowground
structure is the use of concrete aprons. The above mentioned
capacities assume that the aprons are furnished. Without the
aprons the capacity will be reduced.

Comparison of Test Results with Existing Facilities

Several existing and newly designed facilities have utilized
belowground construction for the potential donor structures.
However, the design of these structures only considered the re-
quirements for conventional loadings (soil pressures) without
giving consideration to blast effects associated with an explosion.
The following examples illus trate the need for design criteria• whereby the explosive l imits of belowground structures can be
determined.

Radford AAP TNT Line Accident

An accidental detonation took place in the Nitration and
Purification Building (Building 9502) in Line A of the TNT
Manufacturing Facility at Radford AAP. At the time of the

- incident, the quantity of explosive contained in the building
- was estimated to be equivalent to 3,600 kg to 5,500 kg (8,000 to

12 ,000 lbs) of TNT.

Building 9502 was a partiall y belowground structure; the
aboveground portion was barricaded on all four sides by an earth-

• mounded barricade (Fig 58). The earth mound and the earth around
the belowground portion of the structure (Fig 59) were supported
by reinforced concrete walls. The intersecting walls formed the

- rectangular shaped structure having plan dimensions 0f 19.51 m
(64 ft) by 17.37 m (57 ft). The overall height of the building
was 9.14 m (30 ft). The aboveground barricade portion was 3.96 in
(13 ft) high with the belowground portion being recessed in two
levels. The floor of the basement level was located 2.59 m- (8 ft - 6 in.) below the grade and the floor of the pit  was

- 

- 
•
~~. located 3.05 in (10 ft) below that of the basement. The wall thick-

ness varied from 0.31 in (1 ft) at the top of the barricade to
0.58 m (1 ft 10— 3/4 In.) at the basement floor level. The pit

_ _ _ _ _ _ _  
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walls had a constant thickness of 0.31 m which was same as the
top of the barricade retaining wall.

As described in Reference 4, the total building was destroy-
ed (Fig 60) with only a crater remaining after the explosion.
Equipment and the concrete retaining wall fragments, some of
which as large as 23 kg (50 ibs), were found as far away as 915 m
(3,000 ft).

The damage produced by this accident was larger than the
damage sustained by Cell No. 2 after the performance of Test No.
10. The total quantity of explosive used in the two tests (Nos.
2 and 10) was approximately equal to a full-scale equivalent of
5,500 kg (12 ,000 ibs). This quantity was in the order of
magnitude of the upper limit of the quantity of explosive estimat-
ed to be in Building 9502 . However , it should be noted that
Building 9502 did not have an apron at the top of the walls
similar to the test cel l used in Test No. 8, also , Building 9502
had a wooden roof which supported air handling equipment and
the thickness of it’s walls in the upper half of the structure
was equal to approximately one-third the thickness of full-scale
version of the test structure. Therefore , the relati ve explos ive
capacity of the operatinq building was probably less than that
of the test structure. Based on this reduced capacity and the

• comparative damage to the test and operating structures, it is
estimated that the explosive capacity of Building 9502 was less

• than the estimated lower limit of the explosive quantity con-
tained within the building, and was probably in the order of

t 2,700 kg (6 ,000 ibs). It may be further noted that the explosive
within Building 9502 was distributed throughout the building

• rather than being concentrated as in the test. Distri bution of
the explosives usually has a tendency to reduce the TNT equi-
valency of the explosion resistant capacity of the structure;
which was probably the case in the Radford incident.

Lone Star AAP 105 mm Projectile Melt/Pour Facility

The 105 m Projectile Melt/Pour Facility at the Lone Star
AAP is presently being modernized to reduce production costs and

• achieve increased safety of operation. This facility utilizes an
automatic explosive flake Inspection system; which was developed
at the Iowa AAP as a part of Picatinny Arsenal ‘s munitions pro-
duction base modernization and expansion program for DRSAR and• DRCPM. The two inspection systems needed to achieve the required
production rate are housed in a two—story buildin g (Building No.
E-l25). The lower portion of the structure is constructed below
the ground; whereas the building content on the upper level is
protected from explosions in the adjoining buildings by a laced
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reinforced concrete wall at one side of the building and by inter-
connected blast resistant structural steel beams , columns and
corrugated roof panel s and metal siding on the other sides . An

- • interior laced reinforced concrete wall was used to separate the
two systems , and thereby prevent propagation of explosion from
one sys tem to the other.

Figures 61 and 62 illustrate the pl an l ayout and the ver-
tical section , respectively.

The blas t wall separating the two systems was des igned to
withstand the blast output of 1 ,360 ko (3,000 lbs ) of TNT with
the major portion of the explosive in each cell being located
below the ground. Al though the explosive within the belowqround
portion of the building was distributed and thereby resulted in
a ThT equivalency somewhat higher than that produced by the
charge arrangement used in the tests, the total quantity of
explosive contained within the building is much less than that
used in the full scale version of the cel l of Test Nos. 8 and
10 (Cel l No. 2). Therefore , in the event of an explosion within
the Building E—125 , it may be expected that the belowground
portion of the building in addition to the laced concrete walls
will survive the effects of the blast output without failure .

Single Revetted Barricades Tests

In conj unction wi th this series of tests, a second ser ies
of explosion tests (Ref 5) was performed to evaluate the blast
capacities of single revetted earth mounded barricades. The
results of this series seem to verify the previously stated

• 1 result of this study that earth-fill behind the concrete retain-
ing wall provides a significant increase in the capacity of un-
laced reinforced concrete walls to resist the blast overpressures
from an explosion. To Illustrate this feature, consider the
setup and resul ts of the earth-mounded barricade test series as
described below.

Each of the two walls of the revetted barricade tests was
a reinforced concrete cantilever wall which was 2.44 in (8 ft)
high , 4.88 in (16 ft) long and 0.25 m (10 in.) thick. Support
for each wall was provided by a 1.78 in (5 ft - 10 in.) wide
reinforced concrete slab which was cast monolithically with the
wall. The concrete slab , which extended the full length of the

• wall, had a thickness of 0.31 in (1 ft). Located to the rear of
each wall was an earth—mound ; the shape of which conformed to
the requirements of Reference 6, i.e., the mound height was
equal to that of the wall , the section of the mound adjacent to $

the wall was flat for a distance of 0.91 in (3 ft) and, beyond

• 
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the flat section the mound tapered to the ground on a 2 to 1 slope
(Fici 63).

• The first wall was tested three times using explosive
weights of 23 ka (50 Ibs), 68 kg (150 lbs ) and 113 kg (250 ibs).
All charges in these tests were positioned 1.22 m (4 ft) from
the wall. A fourth test was performed on the second wall using
an explosive weight of 227 kg (500 ibs) positioned 0.91 in (3 ft)
from the wal l .

Fi gures 64 and 65 illustrate the damage to the two walls at
the completion of the test series. Wall No. 1 sustained severe
damage but still remai ned intact while Wall No. 2 was considered

• 
- 

to have failed . In case of the first wal l , the rebound afforded
by the soil during each test was signifi cant and thereby limited
the magnitude of the permanent deflections of the wall after each
test. That is to say, the sum of the permanent displacements
obta ined from the individual tests was less than that would have
been produced by the combined weight of explosive of 204 kg. In

• 
• the case of Wall No. 2, however, the initial velocity of the wal l

produced by the explosive output was of sufficient magnitude to
overpower the resisting capacity of the system (concrete and soil),
and thereby produced soil displacements large enough to make the
wall fail.

The severe damage to Wall No. 1 and the failure of the
second wall occurred at the top of each wall immediately adjacent
to the explosion . If a- concrete support at the top of the wall
had been used similar to the concrete aprons of the belowground
test structures, then it may be expected that the blast cap-
acities of both walls would have been increased. With the use of
the top supports, the effects of the blast loads acting on the
part of each wal l immediately in front of the explosion would
have been transferred to other portions of the walls where the
blast loads were less intense. This redistribution of stresses
would have reduced deflections of the center of the walls, and
thereby, reduce the amount of damage to the overal l structures.

A comparison of the results of the barricade and belowqround
structure tests indicated that although Wall No. 2 of the former
test series was considered to have failed , the damage it sustained
was considerably less than that of Cel l Plo. 2 of the latter tests .

‘
~ I This greater damage occurred even though the charge weight was

larger and the separation distance was smaller in the barricade
than In the cell test. These results are indicative of the coin-
paritive explosive capacities of 2,700 to 3,600 kg for the below-
ground structure and 3,600 to 4,500 kg (8,000 to 10,000 lbs) as

• reported in Reference 5 for the earth benned walls.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOt44ENDATIONS

Concl us ions

The resul ts of these tests indicate that when subjected to
the effects of an internal explosion , belowground structures with
no roof will have an upper explosive l imi t beyond which
the structure will fail and thereby become a source of secondary
fragments. This capacity is less than that which was considered
in most past facility des igns . Also , belowground structures
which are provided with a support system for the top of the walls
similar to the concrete aprons used in these tests will de-
nonstrate an increase In blas t res istant capac ity above those
belowground structures where the top support is not furnished .
This increase in capacity will be a significant factor to be
considered In a belowground structure ’s desian.

For a belowground structure which has overall dimensions
equal to three times those of each test structure, the upper
explosive limit will be in the order of 2,700 to 3,600 kg (6,000
to 8,000 lbs) of H.E. when the explosive charge Is located at the

• geometric center of the structure and the upper portions of the
walls are supported with a system similar to the concrete aprons
used in the tests. Belowground structures of similar design and
with light frangible roofs will have explosive capacities in the
same order of magnitude of those stated above. However belowqround
structures without the aprons and/or wi th multipl e charges will
have explosive capacities less than those stated above.

Recommendations

It is recommended that additional tests be performed to de-
termine quantitative criteria for the design of reinforced con-
crete belowground structures and to develop other structural con-
figurations of belowground structures for large explosive
quantities .
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AP PENDI X

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM OF UNITS

General

This appendix deals with the conversion of quantities from
the U. S. System of measurement to the International System of
Units which is officially abbreviated as SI in all languages . It
Includes units most frequently used in the various fields of
science and industry and conforms to the Metric Practice Guide
as presented in the American Society for Testing and Materials
Standard E 380.

SI Un its and Pre fixes

SI cons ists of seven base un its, two supplementary units ,
a series of derived units consistent with the base and supple-
mentary units , and a series of approved prefixes for the forma-
tion of multiples and sub-multiples of various units . A
sumary of the base units , supplementary units , derived units
and prefixes is given below:

Base Un its

Quantity Unit Symbol

- 

- Length meter m
Mass kilogram kg
Time second s
Electric current ampere A
Thermodynamic temperature kelvin K
Amoun t of substance mole mol
Luminous intensity candela Cd

Suppl ementary Uni ts \.

Quantity Unit Symbo~ -

Plane angle radian rad
Solid angle steradlan Sr,

I

_ _  -. : ~T f ’ ~ ’1



Derived Units

Quantity Unit Symbol or Formula

Acce lera ti on meter per secon d
squared rn/s2

Activity (radioactive disintegration (disintegratlon)/s
source) per second

An gular accelera tion radi an per second
squared rad/s2

Angular velocity radian per second rad/s
Area square meter m2
Density kilogram per cubic

meter kg/rn3
Electric capacitance farad F or A.s/V
E lectri cal conductance siemens S or A/V
Electric field strength vol t per meter V/rn
Electric inductance henry H or V.s/A
Electric potent4al

di fference volt V or W/A
Elec tr ic res i stance ohm ~ or V/A
Electromotive force volt V or W/A
Energy joule J or N.m
Entropy joule per kelvin J/K
Force newton N or kg.m/s2
Frequency hertz Hz or (cycle)/s

4 I l lum ina nce lux , lx or lm/rn2
Lum inance can dela per square

meter cd/rn2
Lum inous flu x l umen i m or cd .sr
Magnetic field strength ampere per meter A/rn
Magnetic flux weber Wb or V.s
Magnetic flux density tesla T or Wb/m2
Magnetomotive force ampere A
Power watt W or J/s
Pressure pascal Pa or N/rn2
Quantity of electricity coulomb C or A .s
Quantity of heat joule J or N.m
Radiant intensity watt per steradlan W/s.r
Specific heat joule per kilogram-

kelvin J/kg.K
Stress pascal Pa or N/rn2
Thermal conductivity watt per meter-kelvin W/rn.K
Velocity meter per second rn/s
Viscosity , dynamic pasca l-second Pa.s
Viscosity , kinematic square meter per

~~~~~~~ second m2/s
Voltage volt V or W/A

2
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Derived Units (continued )

Quantity Unit Symbol or Formula
4, 

Vol ume cubic meter m3
Wavenuinber reciprocal meter (wa ve )/m

-
~~ Work joule J or N.m

$ 
Prefi xes

Multipl ication Prefi x Symbol

i ,000,000,00o ,ooo 10’~ tera I
1 ,000,000,000 = 1O~ giga G

1,000,000 = 106 mega H
* 1 ,000 = lo~ kilo k

100 = 102 hecto* h
10 10’ deka* da
0.1 = 10~ deci* d

0.01 = l02 centi* c
0.001 = l0’~ mUll m

0.000,001 = 10-6 mIcro
0.000,000,001 = 1O~ - nano n

0.000,000,000,00l = 10-12 - pico p
O.000,000,000,000,001 = ~~~~ femto f

0.000 ,000,000,000,000 ,00I = 10-18 atto a

*10 be avoided where possible

Selection of prefixes representing steps of 1 ,000 is recom-
mended for most nultiple and submultiple prefixes. An exception
Is made in the case of area and volume used alone. When ex-
pressing a quantity by a numerical value and a unit , prefixes
should preferably be chosen so that the numerical value lies
between 0. 1 and 1,000, except where certain multi ples or sub-
multiples have been agreed to for particular use. The same unit ,
multiple or submultiple Is used for tabular values even though
the series exceeds the preferred range 0. 1 to 1.000. Double pre-

-‘ 
- 

- fixes should not be used. Prefixes should not be used in the
denominator of cos~ound units, except for the kilogram which is
a base unit of SI. However, prefixes may be applied to numerator
of a combined unit. With SI units of highe r order such as rn2 , m3,
etc., the prefi x Is also raised to the same order; e.g. , sin3 is
10 9m3 and not 10 3m3. In such cases, the use of cm 2 , c& , din2 ,
~~~~~~~ and similar nonpreferred prefixes is acceptable .

111
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Mast , Force and Weight ‘
The principal departure of SI from the gravimetric form

of metric engineering units is the separate and distinct units
for mass and force. The kilogram is restricted to the unit of
mass. The newton is the unit of force and should be used in
place of kilogram— force. Likewise, the newton instead of kilo-

— - gram-force should be used in combination units which include
force; e.g., pressure or stress (N/m2=Pa), energy (N.m=J), and
power (N.m/s=W).

Considerable confusion exists in the use of the terms
mass and weight. Mass Is a property of matter to which it owes
its Inertia. If a body or particle of matter at rest on the
earth’s surface is released from the forces holding It at rest,
I t wi ll experience the accelera tion of free fa ll (or accelera tion
of gravity , g). The force required to restrain it against free
fal is coninonly called weight. This force is proportional to
the mass of the body and is often expressed in mass units (kg), but
as it Is a force It should be expressed In force units (N).
The acceleration of free fall (g) varies In time and space;
weight (which is proportional to it) does too, although mass
does not. Further confusion arises In the measuring of weight
because of the buoyant effect of the medium In which the weigh-
ing is performed. In coninon parlance the term weight is used
where the technically correct word is mass and, therefore, the
use of the term weight should be avoided in technical practice.

Conversion and Rounding Rules

Conversion of quantities should be handled wi th careful
regard to the impl ied correspondence between the accuracy of
the data and the given number of digits. In all conversions ,
the number of significant digits retained should be such that

p accuracy Is neither sacrificed nor exaggerated. Proper con-
version procedure is to multiply the specific quantity by the
conversion factor exactly as given and then round to the appro-
priate number of significant digits .

The following table contains conversion factors that give
exact or seven-fi gure accuracy where the nature of the dimen-
sion makes this degree of accuracy practi cal :

I.

112
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Selected Convers ion Factors

To convert from to Multiply by

atmosphere (technical =
1 kfg/cm2) pascal (Pa) 9.806 65O*xlO~bar pascal (Pa) 1.000 000*xlOS

board foot rneter3(m3) 2.359 737x10 3
British thermal unit (In-

ternational Table) joule (J) 1.055 056x103
• Btu (International Table) -

in./s-ft2-°F ( k, thermal watt/meter-kelvin 5.192 204x102
conductivity ) (W/rn.K)

Btu (In terna tional Ta bl e)
/hour watt (W) 2.930 711xl0 1

ca lor ie ( In terna tional
Table) joule (J) 4.186 800*

centipoise pascal-second
(Pa.s) 1.000 000*xl0 3

centistokes meter 2 / second
(m2/s) 1 .000 000*xl06

degree (angle) radian (rad) 1.745 329xl0 2
degree Fahrenheit degree C~ls 1us t°c=(t°F_ 32)/~.8fluid ounce (U.S.) meter~(m~) 2.957 353x1 0
foot meter Cm) 3.048 000*xl0 l
foot2 meter2(mO 9.290 304*x10 2
foot3 (volume and section meter3(m3) 2.831 685xl0~

2
modulus )

foot/second meter/second (m/s) 3.048 000*x 10 1
foot-pound-force joule (J) 1.355 818
foot-pound-force/second watt (W) 1.355 818
foot/second2 meter /second2 (m/ s2) 3.048 000*xlO l
gallon (U.S.liquid) meter3(m3) 3.785 412x10 3
horsepower (electric) watt (W) 7.460 000*x102
inch meter (m) 2.540 000*xl02
Inch2 meter2(rn2) 6.451 600*xl0~inch3 (voliane and section

• modulus) meter3(m3) 1.638 706xl0~Inch of mercury (60°F) pascal Pa) 3.376 85xl03
inch of water (50°F) pascal Pa) 2.488 4 x102
kilogram-force (kgf) newton N) 9.806 650*

• kilogram-force/rnillineter2 pascal Pa) 9.806 650*x106
kilogram-mass kilogram (kg) 1.000 000*
kIp (1000 lbf) newton (N) 

- 
4.448 222x103

klp/inch2 (ksl) pascal (Pa) 6.894 757xl06
1 ux l umen/meter 2 (1 rn/rn2) 1 .000 000*
minute (angle) radian (rad) 2.908 882xl0 ’
ounce-force (avoirdup o is) newton (N) 2.780 l39x10 ’ ~~-

. -
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Selected Conversion Factors (Continued)

To convert frorn to Multiply by

ounce-mass (avoirdupois) kilogram (kg) 2.834 952xl0 2
ounce-mass/yard2 ki logram/meter2

(kg/&) 3.390 575x10 2
ounce (avo irdupois) kilogram/meter 3

(mass) /inch3 - (kg/rn3) 1.729 994x103
ounce (U.S.fluid) meter3 (rn3) 2.957 353xl0 5
pint (U.S.liquid) meter3 (m3) 4.731 765xl0~pound-force ( lb f avoirdu-

pois~ newton (N) 4.448 222
pound/force/ inch2(psi) pascal (Pa ) 6.894 757x103
pound -mass (lbmn avoirdu-

pois) kilogram (kg ) 4.535 924x10 ’pound-mass-inch2 (moment
of inertia) kilogram—meter 2

(kg—rn2) 2.926 397x10 ”pound-mass /inch 3 kllogram/rneter3
(kg/rn3) 2. 767 990xl0~quart (U.S.tiquid) meter 3 

(in3) 9.463 529x10 ’
second angle radian(rad) 4.848 .137x10 6
ton (short, 2000 ibm) kilogram (kg) 9.071 847xl02
watt-hour joule (J) 3.600 000*x103
yard meter (rn) 9.144 000*x10~yard 2 meter2 Cm2) 8.361 274x10 1
yard3 meter 3 (m3) 7.645 549x10 1

*Ex~ct

I
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