AD=-AD42 276

UNCLASSIFIED
hFe

IRT CORP SAN DIEGO CALIF

NEUTRON DOSIMETRY STANDARD. (U)

MAR 77 V V VERBINSKI
INTEL=-RT-8106-054

DNA=-4128F

F/G6 18/4 \\J

DNADO1=-74=C-0163
NL




6

e

ADAG4 22

DNA 4128F

NEUTRON DOSIMETRY STANDARD

IRT Corporation
P.O. Box 80817
San Diego, California 92138

15 March 1977

Final Report for Period 1 May 1974—-30 October 1975

CONTRACT No. DNA 001-74-C-0163

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE;
DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED.

THIS WORK SPONSORED BY THE DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY
UNDER RDT&E RMSS CODE B323075464 Z99QAXTE06241 H2590D.

D D C

>

% Prepared for

& Director

L DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY

——

LU~ Washington, D. C. 20305




i ™

3
:
e
Destroy this re when it is no longer
needed. Do not return to sender.
4
4

z
2
AR LA Y Tt SRR




UNCLASSIFLED

‘\;l‘kuR'Y\f*Av)lFl ATION OF THIS PAGE When Data Entered

U REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE R i

2 GOVT ACCESSION NO.| 3 RECIPIENT'S CATALOG NUMBE R
DNA H_’\\l {
| P | o

-
and Subtitle) W&"OP.{ PERIOD COVERED

Final Repertffor Period
1 May 74—308 Oct 75

_NEUTRON DOSIMETRY STANDARD & (

N \./'url»inski ,/'41 n\le-,t (-mm
z =/ L= -

e — — — R
3 PERFORMIN ROANI S AME AND ADDRE 10 PROGRAM ELEMENT PROJECT, TASK

. ARE A & WOHE NIT NUMBERS
IRT Corporation
P.0. Box 80817
San Diego, California 92138

Subtask Z99QAXTE062-41

11. CONTROLLING OFFICE NAME AND ADDRESS ///— + + R -

Director (/7 4 15 March B977

Defense Nuclear Agency T RUMBEN OF FATES

Washington, D.C. 20305 124
14 MONITORI ADPRESS(il ditferent from Controlling Office 15 3 JRITY ¢ A { ,; r

_l jé"-
v
15 ON DOWNGRADING

16. DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT (of this Report

Approved for public release; distribution unlimited.

(77 DiSTRIBUTION STATEMENT (af the abstract entered in Block 20, if different from Rey g —
e cUPPLENENTARY NATES, . .-l e % agerae s s B O e e - F e
lhis work sponsored by the Defense Nuclear Agency under RDTGE RMSS Code
B323075464 Z99QAXTE06241 H2590D.
(19 K¢ WOR S [Continue on teverse side if neces m_,",‘ﬂgwllj-,ffr,_'14 Kk number R e T T sy
Standard Neutron Spectrometry Method Radiation Damage Function
Selection of Neutron Spectrometry Spectral Characterization
Method for Si Damage
L R : =i .
P ABST 1 id 1 by &l
¥ The neutron spectrometry program described in this report was carried
out in support of a set of draft ASTM standards tinctuded as Appendix A)
prescribing a standard method of measuring neutron spectra and character-
izing the spectra in terms of their effectiveness in producing radiation
damage in silicon. The neutron fluence is characterized in terms of e
the number of near-1-MeV necutrons required to produce the same radiat iunl
damage, and the spectral shape in terms of ""‘L“/;' the equivalent 1-MeV .
- > h
DB 2 AT EDITION. OF | NGOV 6518 O8SOLETE ] 3% B
' : Al UNCLASSIFIED =
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PAGE (When Data Entered,




UNCLASSIFIED

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PAGE(When Data Entered)

20.  ABSTRACT (Continued)

tluence per unit fluence of neutrons above 0.01 MeV. Since there are no
useable thresholds between 0.01 and 0.5 MeV, the spectrum is, to a large
extent, indeterminate below ©1 MeV. However, it was found that reactor
spectra can be parameterized by fitting a 1/E tail to a fission or GODIVA-
core spectrum, the fitting point being determined by the threshold-foil
data. In this way, the uncertainty interval can be reduced to yield
Jccuruc}ps %”/QLQ/Q ”“9#J£gJ‘”.‘ﬁ and 10%, respectively.

pniteq )/ phi ph:(€e

Ihe program included an'evaluation of many candidate methods of
specifying a neutron ftield, a selection of the most suitable method
(threshold-foil spectrometry), a measurement of three different spectra,
a comparison of the measurements with Yknown" spectra to determine the
accuracy of the method, a comparison of threshold-foil measurements
carried out by two different laboratories to evaluate the precision of
the method, a variational study to determine the factors that most sensi-
tively impact the accuracy, and folding the spectra in with a recently
calculated silicon radiation damage function D(E) to express the accuracy
in terms of a single parameter ¢quor th/if‘x Rh ~
e - Y

lThe work is of interest in planning irradiation schedules, for parts
screening, or for sample-specification tests, and in comparing radiation
damage studies carried out in different neutron fields.

H!EESSIO'I for

NTIS White Section S/
ooc Buff Section O
UNANNTTVCED m]
JUSTL LN ]
BY sacusc)

DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY CO3ES

st AVAIL. and Zor SPECIAL

Al

UNCLASSIFIED

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PAGEWhen Data Entered)




TABLE OF CONTENTS
N R DY T N G o e
SELECTION OF A SPECTROMETRY METHOD .

Time-0f=Flight Spectrometry . . . - . .
Proton-Recoil Scintillation Spectrometer .
Proton-Recoil Proportional Counter Spectrometer
b C

3 O . =
YHe and ~“Li Counters . . » - 2

N
[

NN
7
W N

Proton-Recoil Telescope o e

.
S U R

Nuclear BEmulsSions . « : « = i
Threshold-Foil-Activation Spectrometry .
Use of Silicon Itself as a Dosimeter . .

~N

0

CHARACTERISTICS AND OPERATING PRINCIPLES OF THRESHOLD-FOIL-

I
SFIVATTION SPECTROMETER - - - < = + = « = el B

THE STAND!? OR BEST-KNOWN FBR SPECTRUM
SPECTRUM CHARACTERIZATION
)BTAINING THE WSMR-FBR SPECTRA .

Fast Burst Reactors

Glory Hole Spectrum
SAND II Code Results . .
SPECTRA Code Results S
Choice of Unfolding Codes
WSMR-FBR Spectrum at 50 cm From the Detector
VARIATIONAL STUDY

WSMR-FBR REMEASUREMENTS: PRECISION EVALUATION

Standard Method of Selecting Trial Spectrum ;-t
Reactor Speectra . « + « « « « 5 s s g

THE TRIGA J-TUBE MEASUREMENT . . . . « .« .

Gold-Foil Self-Shielding Correction




TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continued)

10. SPECTRAL-INDEX CHARACTERIZATION OF THE NEUTRON SPECTRUM FOR
PRODUCING RADIATION DAMAGE IN SILICON i « s o = » 9 & = a » = o = 58

R R N R e o e e L 62
VA 29 Sl IENGE ey i e A e S s A i e, o e e RS S e SRl R e S s O

Standard Method for Unfolding Neutron Spectra . . . . . . . 66

Standard Method for Irradiating a Standard Set of Neutron
ThresholdAcELvationS Foiilein o eu SRR e PR s aah o o S g

Standard Method for Measuring Foil Activities . . . . . . . 9

[N

Standard Method for Characterizing Neutron Spectra in Terms
of 1-MeV Equivalent Fluence for Radiation Damage in Silicon. ]103

Standard Method for Measuring the Relative l1-MeV Silicon
Equivalent Fluence with Fast-Neutron Monitors . . . . . . . 112




©

10

11

k2

13

14

Figure

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Flow diagram (progressive unfolding from high energy to 1/E
to thermal regions) for adding correct wall scattering to
FBR spectra outside the reactor o = s i s s v & o = 5 ot » = &

Comparison of time~of-flight measurements (200-m flight path)
with 1DF calculated spectrum for APFA reactor . . . . . . .

Comparison of time-of-flight spectrum and proton-recoil
spectrum to IDF calculation for STSF-1A subcritical assembly

STSF-9 angular-flux calculation compared directly to TOF data
and to 4m proton-recoil data that were heterogeneity-modified

and corrected for different average positions of the counter

IDF calculational results for WSMR-FBR with spherical concrete
wall 12 peters awaly e e s e e s e e we e e s s

SPR-II reactor spectrum: IDF calculation (74 cm) and p-recoil
measurements (76 cm from reactor) < o . a e i e s se s

Comparison of 1DF neutron spectrum calculation and p-recoil
data for SPR-II FBR glory hole o ¢ o . ¢ o & & o s s o = =

Relative neutron effectiveness for displacement production in

STTLICON = v o ol e e e e SR i e e e e el
Calculated silicon displacement KERMA . < « : &« < o & o % @« a
Fsametric section of EBRICOLEE" t" 4 e o g o d R w e e

FBR critical dimenSions o s s« » o i« s o % s & = 5 % % ® ® @
APPA assembly « & & w » i feoawaw ww w0 w s e e 6w e & s &

IDF calculation and SAND II spectrum (GODIVA start spectrum)
for WSMR=FBR glory holey 10 FOLIS « & & w o % = # 5 & & s = s

IDF calculation and SAND II spectrum (Watt start spectrum)
for WSMR-FBR qlorty holer; 10 FOLIIS & oi's & « % = 2 & 3 o & &

Uiy

Ji5;

16

18

19

22

30

32

34




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS (Continued)

Figure

15

21

28

29

IDF calculation and SAND II spectrum (1DF start spectrum) for
WSMR=EBR aglory hele; l1OFo2lsS < W o i o eie = alae % @ s e s

Comparison of WSMR-FBR glory hole spectra: IDF calculation
and activation foil data unfolded with SPECTRA code, IDF trial
s BBy W8 et o ek el B e T el e I e e R

Comparison of 1DF calculation and SAND II results using the
1DF caleculation as a starting spectrum . . . « o « = & « =

SAND II results for spectrum at 50 cm from WSMR-FBR for SAND I1I
run with GODIVA start spectrum which has no low-energy wall-
moderdted component . . . oL o s .l d .

SAND II results with and without the use of the low-energy
(gold foil) data when an overmoderated (TRIGA-type) spectrum

Is - psed For a SAND TI start Spactrtils ' s s o whs e s e

Two SAND ITI unfolding results compared to the Watt start
spectrum (solid line) which has no wall-moderated component

Effect of varying foll activation (or, equivalently, the cross
section) on SAND IF spectra - = '« = & « = » = .

Spectrum at 50 cm from the WSMR FBR, (1975 results)

SAND II unfolding with GODIVA (Start No. 5) plus 1/E spectrum
uSea s Erial SPeCELDIN \id xS S Al s e e e e e e

TRIGA J=tube geomELry s ld o a & = o o b b w e o ie e wis
TRICA Friel JoS@IAg 217 = o sk ivn w mp st G meir S R
SAND IT unfodded spectrum with GAZE . . & , « o « % = o =«

SAND II spectrum for TRIGA J-tube, with GODIVA trial spectrum
piyus 1/E taal below G.5 MV v o & v vile o @ e o o e o e e e

SAND IT spectrum for TRIGA J-tube, with ¢4, (E) = NIOBE calcu-
lation 0.5 MeV, GODIVA between 0.15 and 0.5 MeV, and 1/E
PeLow Ul MoV = le £ 5% 5 % 3 wnk s em s winl B he e ais | e e

1973 six~-foil SPECTRA-code results for TRIGA J-tube compared
to 1975 results with SAND II using NIOBE above 0.8 MeV, GAZE
between 0.1 and 0.8 MeV, and 1/E beiow 0.1 MeV . . . . « « « .

(€3}
1%,]

v
2/

60




1. INTRODUCTION

The objectives of this task are the selection of a standard method
of measuring and characterizing neutron spectra in terms of the permanent
radiation damage produced in silicon semiconductor devices and the evalua-
tion of the accuracy of the method. The accuracy was determined by com-
paring the measured results to the '"known'" spectrum for three different
spectra, and by carrying out a variational study of the measurement
technique.

The detailed procedure for quantifying the neutron field is presented
as five ASTM draft standards. They are included as Appendix A.

This report covers the work completed in Phase 1 (Task 4) which was

ed out during the period May 1, 1974 to February 28, 1975, and Phase

k 13), which was completed October 30, 1975. In Section 2, a
ct review is given of the advantages and shortcomings of several candi-
date methods of neutron spectrometry. The reasons for choosing the foil-
activation method are cited there. Section 3 presents the detailed method
of obtaining a neutron spectrum with foil activation data, using the SAND
[T unfolding code with its threshold-foil cross-section set, and selecting
a suitable "start'" spectrum for SAND II input. Section 4 covers the work
done to obtain the '"best known' spectrum for comparison with the SAND 11
results. Section 5 presents the method of obtaining ?oq p, the fluence
of 1-MeV neutrons required to produce the same radiation damage as a unit
fluence of neutrons from the spectrum being characterized. In Section 6
the method of obtaining two experimental spectra from the White Sands
Missile Range Fast Burst Reactor (WSMR FBR) is described. Included is a
description of work done to assess the importance of selecting a good
starting spectrum — one that includes all the physics of the neutron
source, the shielding, and the nearby scattering material. Section 7

presents the results of the variational study. The precision of the




measuring technique was evaluated by remeasuring the WSMR FBR spectra in
the glory hole, and 50 cm from the reactor. The measurements were made by
a different experimental group with their own foils, detector, and gamma-
ray calibration sources. The results are presented in Section 8. A TRIGA
reactor spectrum (much softer) was measured and compared with a calculated
spectrum. Also, the systematics of measuring reactor spectra became
apparent (selecting the trial spectrum). These are discussed in Sections
8 and 9, where the results of the recent measurements are presented. In
addition, a discussion of the relationship between the precise spectral
characterization (where the "known'" spectrum is folded in with the "known"
damage function), and that of utilizing the spectral index ST =
(4 >0.01 MeV)/(4 >3 MeV)] is presented in Section 10.

The detailed methodology of the '"Neutron Dosimetry Standard', the
summary of this report, the conclusions, and the assessment of the pre-

cision and accuracy of the method are well covered in Appendix A.

(8]




2. SELECTION OF A SPECTROMETRY METHOD

The most promosing neutron spectrometry methods for application to
radiation damage studies in silicon (0.01 to 14 MeV neutron energy inter-
val) are the time-of-flight (TOF) method, the organic scintillation spec-
trometer with pulse-shape gamma-ray discrimination properties, the
proton-recoil proportional counter spectrometer, coincidence spectrometers
utilizing nuclear reactions such as 3Hc(n,p)sll and oLi(n,ijH with coinci-
dence counting of the two reaction products, the proton-recoil spectrometer
telescope, proton-recoil nuclear emulsions, threshold-foil-activation

spectrometry, and silicon itself as a dosimeter.

2.1 TIME-OF-FLIGHT SPECTROMETRY

The TOF method is by far the most accurate, since it gives a direct
measure of the velocity of each neutron detected; there is no unfolding
to be done, and good energy resolution is feasible (Ref. 1). The detector
efficiency versus neutron energy is the only critical input, and this has
been obtained with good accuracy in a coordinated effort utilizing measure-
ments and calculations (Ref. 2). However, to be useful in the pertinent
energy range, a nanosecond pulsed-neutron source, a 50- to 200-m flight
path, a detector with nanosecond time resolution, and a neutron assembly
with short neutron dieaway time must be available. The method is very
expensive and few such facilities are readily available. Nonetheless,
the verification of the "known'" or "standard" spectrum for this work was
carried out with the TOF method, as discussed in Section 4. With the
skillful use of good geometry shielding and/or gamma-ray-insensitive
detectors, reasonably good gamma-ray rejection can be achieved. Energies

of thermal through 200 MeV can readily be measured.




For the case of '"reactor spectra', however, the neutron dieaway
time is a very serious problem. The TOF measurements are only possible

for fast subcriticol assemblies with k .0.9 or less, with a long flight

eff
path, and with complex diecaway time corrections (Refs. 3,4).

2.2 PROTON-RECOIL SCINTILLATION SPECTROMETER

The proton-recoil scintillation spectrometer (Ref. 5) is useful
where TOF measurements are not feasible, and where good geometric effi-
ciencies are important to obtaining statistically significant results
(Refs. 6,7). However, the gamma-ray rejection capability with pulse-
shape discrimination is not adequate for reactor environments unless the
reactor is a zero-power assembly that has not been subjected to high-
power gamma-ray buildup. The detector response must be very ac nrately
known as a function of neutron energy; otherwise, error propagatcion to
low energies severely limits the energy range of the spectrometer. Spectra

have been reported for 0.5 to ~15 MeV with this method.

2.3 PROTON-RECOIL PROPORTIONAL COUNTER SPECTROMETER

Detectors utilizing proton-recoil proportional counters have been
applied with good success from 5 keV to 2 MeV (Refs. 8,9) in reactor
cores, and up to about 10 MeV (Ref. 10) in '"beam' geometries where the
neutrons are parallel to the axis of a long, gas-filled proportional
counter. Again, gamma-ray discrimination is a serious problem except in
a "cold" reactor core — one that is not very gamma radioactive. This
method 1s generally considerably more expensive than the threshold-foil
method, requiring very long counting times at many gas gain settings and
an on-line computer for best gamma-ray discrimination capabilities.
Earlier methods utilized a series of counters with increasingly higher
pressures to cover increasingly higher neutron energies with good gamma
discrimination over a limited range, but few, if any, reliable spectra

spanning a large energy range have been reported with this technique.
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2.4 “He AND "Li COUNTERS

Counters using exoergic nuclear reactions of light particles, such
as 3Ho(n,p)SH and hl,i(n,u)sll, have been used with coincidence-measurement
of the two reaction products (Ref. 11). The gamma-ray rejection can be
reasonably good in a shielded diode configuration (Ref. 11), but is other-
wise generally inadequate. One of the main problems in a very low counter
etficiency, requiring long recactor times for a good measurement. Energy
ranges of 100 keV to 5 to 10 MeV have been reported. At high energies,
reaction-product background, multiparticle breakup, and the very forward
angular distributions severely limit the accuracy of the coincidence-

counting method.

2.5 PROTON-RECOIL, TELESCOPE

The proton-recoil telescope consists of a hydrogeneous scatterer of

a given diameter separated by a detector several diameters away. This

is placed in a neutron beam incident along the common axis of the scatterer

and detector. Background estimates are made by replacing the hvdrogeneous
scatterer (usually CH,) with a carbon scatterer. The method gives the
neutron spectrum directly because the forward scattered protons have an
energy equal to the incident neutron energy. This method can operate

only in a beam geometry. It requires a number of measurements, each with
a different scatterer thickness, to cover a large range of neutron energy.
The background determinations are, in most cases, very inaccurate because

of high-energy neutron interactions with all the surrounding material,

g

especially the material near the scatterer; the detector efficiency i
very low; gamma backgrounds are unmanageable for most reactor-type

measurements; and the "splicing'" together of several segments of a spec-
trum is nearly always problematic. Energy ranges of v2 to v10 MeV have

been achieved in measurements where the gamma-ray backgrounds are low.

2.6 NUCLEAR EMULSIONS

Proton-recoil nuclear emulsions have been used for early reactor-

spectrum measurements in the 2- to 10-MeV energy range. They also have
I g) £ 3




low efficiencies, are subject to gamma-ray darkening, and require

laborious, manual recoil-track measurements for each exposed emulsion.

2.7 THRESHOLD-FOLL-ACTIVATION SPECTROMETRY

This method, currently useful ftor the neutron energy range ot thermal
to V15 or 20 MeV, is applicable to both pulsed and stecady-state ncutron
fields, and has a remarkably high tolerance to gamma-ray fields. Two
notable exceptions exist. These apply to (y, fission) and (y,y”) reactions,
which seriously complete with (n, fission) and (n,n”) reactions in the same
foils. These gamma reactions are important (a) for Linac-type (v,n) sources,
where the Linac bremsstrahlung is very intense and energetic (the y,f
thresholds are at \/l’._Y ~ 6 MeV), and (b) for reactor spectra in low-Z neu-
tron shields, such as water, at 1 to 2 feet in the shield or deeper.

The foil-activation method was of very limited usefulness before the

advent of an evaluated, consistent cross-section set, an unfolding code

that retards spurious structure, and reliable neutron transport codes
(and cross-section sets) to provide a physically meaningtul trial spectrum.

These are discussed in movre detail in the next section.

2.8 USE OF SILICON ITSELF AS A DOSTMETER

Ihis has been ruled out as impractical because of difficulties in
measuring the number of dislocation centers. The silicon would have to
be kept cold (at liquid-nitrogen temperatures or colder) during and after
radiation. Damage-annealing from all sources would have to be correctly
accounted for. It can vary with the type of device, the current drain,

temperature, gamma-ray dose rate, and perhaps even the neutron dose rate.




3. CHARACTERISTICS AND OPERATING PRINCIPLES OF THE
THRESHOLD-FOIL-ACTIVATION SPECTROMETER

Threshold-foil neutron spectrometry became a useful tool when an
evaluated reference cross-section library (Ref. 12) became available. ']
The set discussed in Reference 12 includes 23 new and revised cross sec- i
tions comprising a consistent set. This set is generally adequate for
reactor spectra from thermal through 15 MeV. In addition to the avail- 3
ability of an evaluated set of consistent cross sections (Refs. 13,14),
the development of an iterative unfolding code (Ref. 13), with modifica-
tions (Ref. 14, SAND [1 code) that retard the formation of spurious
structure while preserving real structure (known input structure, such
as a resonance "dip" or a 14-MeV source '"peak'"), made it feasible to
obtain accurate reactor spectra when a good trial spectrum is input to
the code.

With the present state ot the art of neutron transport codes, 1t is
not difficult to calculate a trial spectrum that contains all the reactor
physics (usually the "transport-hardened" fission-source term, the 1/E
and low-energy thermal components of a moderated reactor or the E component
of an unmoderated reactor core spectrum, plus resonance structure). When
all the basic structure is present, the code will usually converge in only
a few iterations without generating a good deal of nonphysical structure
{(see Section 6) .

Thus, the threshold-foil spectrometry method is not truly a spec-
trometer system, it is a perturbation system. This is all that can be
expected of a system in which only a [e¢w activation numbers are input to
the code. There is simply not enough input information to specify a spec-
trum over many decades of neutron energy without injecting a considerable
amount of a priori information. In fact, below 1 MeV there are no useful

g -

o) o - . > =t
thresholds except the Np (n, fission) reaction (threshold energy ge s




MeV), and the single strong-resonance foils with resonances above that for
gold (V5 eV) generally have a very large scattering-to-absorption ratio.
Thus, before reliable neutron transport codes became available for furnish-
ing a good trial spectrum, the threshold foil activation method was of
limited usefulness.

When utilizing the SAND 11 unfolding code, the best trial spectrum 1s
used. The zeroth iteration output provides a consistency test for the
many foil activations (counts) that have been input; the activation ratios
are calculated for the input spectrum and compared to the ratios of the
measured (input) activations, so that a spurious input value is immediately
apparent. With a reasonable amount of a priori information about the
spectral shape (obtained from a calculation or trom some accurate measure
ment of a closely related assembly), bad counting data can be detected and
removed in the interest of obtaining a rapid convergence and thus avoiding
the generation of spurious Structure.

Two threshold foils that have nearly the same shape and threshold
value can also give rise to a large number of iterations if the input values
of the two are inconsistent. The foil yielding the spurious activation
value can usually be spotted by comparing the input activation ratios to %
those calculated for each spectral iteration (perturbation). 1

Another useful technique in applying unfolding codes was developed in
the present application. It involves the sequential combination of the
proper amount of the moderated 1/E component and the thermal-neutron com-
ponent with the GODIVA core-type (glory hole) spectrum to obtain the .
reactor-plus-room-scattered components that characterize the FBR spectrum

outside the reactor core (see Section 6). A flow diagram illustrating

this procedure is shown in Figure 1.
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4. THE STANDARD GR BEST-KNOWN FBR SPECTRUM

Figure 2 shows a TOF measurement and an early calculation for the
central core spectrum (Ref. 15) of a GODIVA-type FBR. The reactor is the
APFA-111, and the calculation is a 1DF neutron transport calculation
(Ref. 16) utilizing an early cross-section compilation, ENDF/B, Version I
(ENDE/B-1). The measurement and calculation are in reasonably good agree-
ment, in spite of the early cross-section set utilized. The calculation
shows a somewhat softer spectrum above 1 MeV, but even so, the spectrum
can serve as a good trial spectrum for the SAND Il unfolding code because
there are many foils with threshold above 1 MeV that will allow SAND Il to
make any necessary adjustment of this small magnitude with good accuracy.

The foil-activation data of McElroy et al. (Ref. 17) agree well with
the TOF data at the core center shown in Figure 2. The comparison of the
two outside the reactor is complicated by nearby scattering walls and by
the fact that the foil data are 4w data, while the TOF data are angular

flux data normal to the surface of the APFA-III FBR. The APFA-II1, like

TG
the WSMR and the SPR-IT1 FBRs, is a “2°U metal-fueled reactor. The APFA-III

is a 7-inch-diameter spherical reactor, the WSMR-FBR is a cylindrical
assembly 8 inches in diameter x 7-5/8 inches high, and SPR-11 is a cylin-
drical FBR 8 inches in diameter x 8.2 inches high. The latter two have
10% Mo added to the fuel. All three contain 93.2% 23SU—onrichod fuel.
Figure 3 shows a comparison of the IDF calculation with TOF data
(Ref. 18) and a proton-recoil proportional-counter (p-recoil) spectrum
(Ref. 19) for the STSF-1A reactor central core region. The 1DF code
agrees very well with an average of the two measurements in the 0.01- to
6-MeV energy region, the region that contributes most of the Si radiation
damage. The p-recoil data are of questionable validity for 4n counters
above 1.8 to 2 MeV and, for such a hard spectrum, below 0.01 MeV (Ref. 20).

Above 6 MeV, the TOF data show a harder spectrum than the early 1DF
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calculations that utilized ENDF/B-1 cross-section data set. The STSF-1A

A £9D .
enriched U and depleted uranium plates

is roughly a 50:50 mixture of 93%
with 470 volume percent BeO moderator and an iron reflector.

Recent 1DF calculational results shown in Figure 4 for a different
fuel loading configuration, are compared to TOF data and to some recent
p-recoil work (Ref. 21). The p-recoil work was part of an extensive
study wherein the detector responses were accurately measured, the carbon-

recoil (in CH,-gas-filled counters) effects measured and quantified, and

i
the p-recoil errors assessed (Ref. 20). The calculations utilized ENDF/B-4
cross sections. The three sets of data are in excellent agreement above

0.01 MeV, the region of importance to Si radiation damage, and strongly
indicate that the 1DF calculation with the use of the updated cross-section
set will provide a good "standard" or "known" spectrum for comparison with
the WSMR-FBR foil-activation spectrometry results.

Such calculations were carried out for both the glory-hole region and
the region outside the WSMR-FBR reactor (Ref. 22). They were also per-
tormed tor the SPR-Il reactor (the WSMR-FBR and SPR-11 spectra were
identical). Figure 5 shows the results of the 1DF calculation for several
distances from the WSMR-FBR reactor, with an 18-cm-thick 47 concrete
scattering wall located 12 meters from the reactor. This modeled the
scattering from the concrete floor 2 meters below the reactor. The
radius of the 18-cm-thick wall was varied until a spectrum was obtained
that gave a best fit to the low-energy foil data measured at 50 cm from
the WSMR-FBR (Au, bare, Au in Cd cover, and Na in Cd cover).

Note the presence of the 1/E wall-scattering component in Figure 5.
This is represented as a flat region at low energies in the ¢(u) = E*¢(E)
plots.

One of these spectra calculated at 74 cm from the SPR-II reactor
is compared with Powell's measurements at 76 c¢cm from the SPR-11 (see
Figure 6). Even if we ignore the p-recoil spectrum above 1.5 MeV, where

the wall and end effects corrections for long p-recoil tracks cannot be

determined accurately (especially when the 4n correction of Bennett is |

applied to a cylindrical counter in a beam geometry irradiation), a much

|
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softer spectrum for the p-recoil data is obtained. On the other hand, the

p-recoil spectrum inside the glory hole 1s much harder (<2 MeV) than the
IDF calculation (see Figure 7). But the form of the 1DF spectrum above
about 0.1 MeV is similar both inside and outside the SPR-11. This scems
intuitively correct, except from some wall-scattering component that
begins to soften the spectrum below 0.1 MeV. The WSMR-FBR foil data will
later bear this out. Thus, the p-recoil data are too soft outside the

)

core (and also in Figure 3 for a ''cold," zero-power reactor core) and too

hard inside the glory hole. Here, the high gamma-ray background effects
of the non-zero-power reactor might explain the enormous difference in
hardness from that of the outside spectrum for the same p-recoil counter.

We conclude from these data and from the threshold-foil-activation-
spectrometry results presented in Section 6 that the 1DF data provide the
best "standard'" spectrum for evaluating the accuracy of the foil-activation
method of neutron spectrometry.

The one-dimensional Sn transport theory code DTR-1V (Ref. 16) was
used to calculate the neutron spectrum inside and outside the WSMR-FBR
and the SPR-11. 1In addition, it was used to calculate the APFA-111 FBR
spectrum and the spectra for several split-bed subcritical reactor assem-
bilies at IRET.

The WSMR-FBR and SPR-11 criticality calculations used spherical
geometry, an .\'\, quadrature, I‘j scattering, 30 energy groups, and six

¢

material zones. These six material zones represented the glory hole (air),
o
25E

- . -0 ) n . \
glory hole liner (stainless steel), core (93% U-enriched uranium + 10%

: e 10 : S :
Mo + homogenized SS bolts), shroud (" B + AL + resin, all thin), air, and

prpre—

41 concrete wall. The flux-weighted cross sections were obtained with the
use of the GGC-5 code (Ref. 23) using infinite dilute ENDF/B-3 cross sec-

238 238
D U 5

tions for all components except ( U is a minor constituent of the

2 i A= 2 Q
g LI . ’ . o 238 i
93% U-enriched uranium + 10% Mo fuel). The “U cross sections were
calculated by GGC-5 using ENDF/B-3 resonance parameters in the Nordheim
integral method.

I1DF is an IRT modification of the DTF-IV code.
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5.  SPECTRUM CHARACTERIZATION

For application to radiation damage in silicon, the neutron field is
characterized by :“q. the number of 1-MeV neutrons required to produce
the same radiation damage, and the hardness parameter :vq/:. the number
of 1-MeV neutrons required to produce an amount of permanent damage
equivalent to that of a unit fluence of neutrons from the radiation field

being characterized. The value of ?tl is obtained by folding in the neu-
2C

tron spectrum in question, ¢(E), with the damage function D(E) for silicon:

6(E} D(E) dE

beq © T D (1 Me) (1)
and
b (E)D(E)d
gyl o e ‘
D (1 MeV) [ ¢(E)E

All integrals are taken from 0.01 to 18 MeV, where nearly all the damage
occurs. D (1 MeV) is the average value of D over the interval of 0.85 to
1.15 MeV (see Method E XX4, Appendix A).

One such D(E) curve that has often been used is that of R. R. Holmes
et al., shown in Figure 8. This was calculated using early cross-section
data. For the work presented here, the D(E) data recently calculated
(Ref. 24) under contract at IRT was utilized. Figure 9 shows a plot of an

early calculation of D(E) for silicon. It exhibits the characteristic
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tories, October 1970)
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shape of the D(E) function. It consists of a silicon displacement KERMA

calculated with the latest ENDF/B-4 cross-section set (MAT 1194, May 1974),

but with an underestimate of the partition of neutron-recoil energy !
vesulting in collisions. Although the shape of the curve is reasonably

accurate, all values are %v22% too low, the correct values being given

in Table 1 of Appendix A, Method E XX4. The correct curve is in prepara-

tion, and will be presented in Ref. 31.




6. OBTAINING THE WSMR-FBR SPECTRA

A number of trial spectra were used in an effort to obtain an output
spectrum with the SAND II code (Ref. 25) that was physically meaningful.
Thus, the dependence of SAND IT on a trial spectrum was investigated. It
was found that reliable output spectra were obtained only if the input
spectrum contained all the physics of the problem. In addition to SAND I1,
the SPECTRA code of Halblieb et al. (Refs. 26-28) of Sandia was utilized.
lhus, to a limited extent, the sensitivity of the foil-activation method

to the unfolding code utilized was investigated.

6.1 FAST BURST REACTORS

The core of the WSMR-FBR is shown in Figure 10 for the earlier
version without the glory hole. The recently added glory hole is l-inch
i.d. and has a 0.060-inch-thick stainless-steel wall. The fuel region is

8 inches in diameter and 7.6 inches high. It contains 92.4 kg of uranium

235

alloyed with 10 wt % of molybdenum. The uranium is 93.2% U. Figure 11

shows the FBR critical dimensions. The core of SPR-1I is similar to that

of the WSMR-FBR, cxcept that it is 8 inches in diameter and 8.2 inches

high, and contains 105 kg of uranium (same enrichment). It has a stainless-

steel-lined glory hole 1.625 inches i.d. The APFA-II1 FBR, shown in

Figure 1 is a 7-inch-diameter sphere fabricated with 60 kg of uranium
>

6.2 GLORY HOLE SPECTRUM

6.2.1 SAND II (’()d}‘ Rn.‘.\ult;\‘v

The suitable trial spectrum for the glory hole foil-activation data
(generously provided by H. L. Wright of the WSMR Dosimetry Section) was

the GODIVA-type spectrum contained in the SAND II library of trial spectra

- ——- A - - -
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[spectrum 5, constructed by C. S. Shapiro (Ref. 29)]. The results of
SAND Il with trial spectrum 5 are shown in Figure 13 compared to the
IDF-calculated core spectrum. The agreement is very good. This is spec-
trum S of Table 1. Only four iterations of SAND Il were required. The
radiation damage produced by a unit fluence of neutrons having the SAND 11
output (trial spectrum number 5 of the SAND Il library of trial spectra)
is the same as that produced by a fluence of 1.058 1-MeV neutrons, while
:c\{'/: = 1.030 for trial spectrum number 5.

For a Watt fission spectrum (SAND II trial spectrum 1), &Cq/? = 1.246.
Utilizing this as a trial spectrum leads to a SAND II output spectrum
(Figure 14, spectrum T of Table 1) with qxeq/}:‘ = 1.064.

Figure 15 shows the results of a SAND 11 unfolding operation using
the IDF calculation as a trial spectrum (Ref. 30). The foil data and the
calculation are in excellent agreement in spectral shape and also in terms

of a silicon radiation damage equivalence. The value of ¢ /¢ for this

(&1}
SAND Il result (spectrum B, Table 1) is 1.037 compared to 4Oq/¢ = 1.031

for the IDF spectrum.

6.2.2 SPECIRA Code Results
The same foil-activation data were used with the SPECTRA unfolding

code, except for the foil utilizing the Hrln,ln)sgir reaction. TES
threshold is at 14 MeV and has negligible effect on the output spectrum
and on ¢Cq/$. Inclusion of Zr produced mathematical difficulties in the
SPECTRA code with the IDF input spectrum. The results are shown in
Figure 16 and correspond to spectrum R in Table 1. They yvield good
comparative values of :Uq/b = 1.037 for the SPECTRA output compared to
1.031 for the 1DF glory hole spectrum. The SPECTRA code required 16
iterations, by which time it began to produce some spurious structure.
fThis is seen as an "oscillation" which nets a positive overshoot at 0.3
to 0.1 MeV, negative at 0.1 to 0.25 MeV, and positive again at 0.25 to
0.5 MeV. It is both possible and likely for oscillations to have no net

effect on ¢ _/¢.

eq
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6.2.3 Choice of Unfolding Codes

Consequently, the SAND [I version (Ref. 14) of the SAND code (Ref.
13) does tend to suppress the growth of spurious structure, as described
in the users' manual. Code comparison was carried no further. Because
of these considerations, the many options available in the SAND Il code,
and the convenient output format, we selected SAND 11 as the working code

for' Task 4.

6.3 WSMR-FBR SPECTRUM AT 50 c¢m FROM THE REACTOR

As seen in Figure 5, the WSMR-FBR spectrum outside the core is
essentially a hard glory-hole-type spectrum with a 1/E moderated (wall-
scattering) component that becomes significant (>10%) at energies of
about 10‘2 MeV and lower for a distance from the reactor of about 50 cm.
Since none of the SAND II trial spectra (of the library of 59) had a 1/E
component normalized to a GODIVA-type spectrum at nln_: MeV, the unfold-
ing became problematic.

Note first (Figure 17 and spectra A of Table 1) that when the 1DF
spectrum at 50 cm from the WSMR-FBR is used as a trial spectrum, the

unfolded spectrum agrees well with the trial spectrum, yielding ch/:
1.097 and 1.070, respectively. The foil data are in good accord with the
1DF calculation.

When the GODIVA-type spectrum (SAND II library spectrum 5) was used
and the low-energy gold foil data were input to SAND II, the code required
22 iterations. By this time, the code had built in a considerable amount
of unreal (spurious) structure in seeking a solution consistent with the
foil-activation data. This is shown by the spectrum plotted with x's in
Figure 18 (spectrum P of Table 1, @Cq/¢ = 0.818 for SAND Il versus 1.086
for trial spectrum 5). When the low-energy data are omitted from SAND 11,
the unfolded spectrum (dots) agrees reasonably well with the input spec-
trum (solid line), and this is, of course, a physically incomplete result.

It is clear that a physically meaningful solution cannot be obtained in

this case without adding varying amounts of 1/E component (a flat-line




d1oM eiep dN oy3 pue elep [10J-p1o8 ABaoud-mor ayy

"1I ANVS Y31m pasn
‘unaidads Jurzaeis e se

UOTIB[NOTED (1 9yl Fursn sI[NSaL ] (INYS Pur UOTIBIND[Ed ([ JO uostaedwon -/ aanfry

C Jil=16
4
(A3W) ADYINI NOHLAIN ]
- o o 0 G A o1 0
_S oY T,: 20t g0l s O m-(_ g-0! 1 | ‘
e - P S SIS SR O S S e A 0
T R, LR AL e R E R e L T T _ [ B A .0l 2 i
B
“ ™
— VA k
] = _
- —
. e 5
1. 04 w
° - ,..1| :

XN13

e® sevsces s e o 00 o

see e & o
o ®0 0

.
{11 £5199 S 1559
38

LINN ¥3d

|
H137

Y

AY

(B
" B

11 8 4 108 R
AdRIY1qIL )

o

wa: S “NOILYINIIVY 401 —AT 1= =

o > S1104 01 ‘wd 0§ I] CNYS ee e e

?

le

L 5
{151 (1R TS 0




‘papnioutl elep

QY1 Ing ,T_:::
sooaf8e andano ayy
VATUOH YIts una

[10} ATIOUO-MO] OY3 YIIM PIOJUN UM UIYM SSO
10U OJdB BIEp [103-p1od oyl uoym wnaidads Jaels oyl yiru

(A®W) ADY3INI NOYLNIN
01 00! 0! 201 (0l y-0! G-
IRtEEE _:_1.41_4 1 _::~_ sy _::_~ | F | _::_qq _:_:;q I
X
—- k =
= X H
- l —
= x =
= x =
X
= 5 —
— X —
— X —
- —
= x =
5 X =
X
b §
X —
ni -
d A
xX =
» =
X —
X
xxnx L
o x —
—— x —
i, % xx —
= x X XX =
= - SNOILv¥3Ll ZZ ‘1104 ny =
X HLIM ‘G "ON 1YV1S ‘w2 09 ‘IT GNVS xx x L
1 XX SNOILYY3LL T
u ‘7104 NY ON ‘S "ON 1¥¥LS ‘wd 0§ ‘II QNYS eee |
E (VA1Q09) S "ON WNYL23dS 1Y¥V1S ]
S360H 1 10 T e I 1 e B e e L U e e e B e e S L )

TUpdW dJIe S3I[nsad
s M T[om
‘Juouodwod pajexopou-[res Afaoua-mor ou sey yodrysm wunaidads Jaeis

[T (NVS J0F ¥ygA-MHSM woaj wd (¢ 3e ::Cuu.u;m J03J s3Insad I (INVS

81

L0601(-1¥

ol
¢.0!l

ol

0l

0l

ol

(situn Adeslyqie) AQYYHLIIT LINA ¥3d X014 “(3) 43

2INJI

-

——




component in the E* (E) plots) until the resultant trial spectrum agrees

with the SAND I1 output. The flow diagram of Figure 1 outlines this pro-
cedure in which the trial spectrum must be specified down to the Cd cutoff
energy. Also, Cd-covered low-energy foils must be used for fitting the 1/E
component to the fission component so that the thermal (Maxwellian) peak
can be fitted later with the bare-foil data.

Figure 19 shows the effect of utilizing a trial spectrum (solid line)
that has too large a value of 1/E component. When the unfolding is
carried out with the low-energy gold-foil data input to SAND II, a physi-

cally unreal spectrum is obtained (open circles, Figure 19, and spectrum

0 of Table 1). The starting spectrum was spectrum 15 of the SAND II
trial-spectrum library. It consists of a GODIVA-type spectrum with a 1/}
component normalized to it at 0.5 MeV. The solution immediately suggests

that the normalizing point for the trial spectrum be moved down to an
energy well below 0.5 MeV. Again, as per the flow chart of Figure 1, this

is accomplished iteratively until the trial spectrum and the SAND 11 output
agree. Note that the trial spectrum has a :cu/: value of 0.486, while the
solution with gold toil (spectrum 0, Table 1) vields icqg: = 0.929.
The solid points in Figure 19 depict the result of a SAND Il run
without the gold-foil activation. Even without the gold foil, the :SQPU
A

BOB e Sk e
and U fission foils have caused the output (spectrum N, Table 1) to

show a smaller 1/E component than trial spectrum 15. For this case, ¢ l/:
(§1¢
is only 0.629 for the SAND II output spectrum without gold-tfoil data.
In addition to unfolding with an overmederated trial spectrum (15)

and an undermoderated GODIVA trial spectrum (5), some unfolding was done

with a Watt trial spectrum (1) for foil-activation data at 5 cm from the

WSMR-FBR. The results (Figure 20 and spectrum Q of Table 1 for gold-foil
[ =

data) are much like those for trial spectrum 5, and do not warrant further

discussion here.

10

e
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7. VARIATIONAL STUDY

A number of variational studies of the effects of cross-section
uncertainties on unfolding have been made over the past several years. In
some of these studies, the reaction cross section for a given foil was
varied at random over the neutron energy region above threshold. These
showed that a random variation over many energy groups has almost no net
effect on the output spectrum. In the work described here, the variational
studies were accomplished by changing the magnitude of each individual
Cross section in a preselected manner. This change can be representative
of a cross-section error, an incorrect branching ratio, or an uncertainty
in the fission-fragment yield used in calculating back from count rate
observed to activations actually produced. This cross-section change was
simulated by changing the input activation number used in SAND II. In
fact, this variational study simultaneously evaluates the effects of
counting, foil weighing, and self-absorption-correction errors, as well
as cross-section uncertainties. The effect of varying the activation (or
""eross section') input to SAND Il on the 1-MeV silicon equivalent fluence
was evaluated by folding the resulting SAND Il output spectrum with the
neutron energy-dependent damage function D(E) for silicon shown in
Figure 9.

It should be pointed out that any future updating of the data on D(E)
or on the activation cross sections does not invalidate this study. The
1-MeV equivalent specification can simply be updated with the improved
data. Nor will the procedural specifications written up in Appendix A be
invalidated by such improvements in cross section.

In Figure 21 is shown the result of a series of SAND I1 unfolding
operations with the cross sections varied by 15 and 25%, individually for

TR o

4 g . 238
most cases and in pairs for the U and

1 e . . ;
Mg teils. For the pairs, in

Y

238 24 . X :
one case both the U and Mg activations were increased, and in the
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Figure 21. Effect of varying foil activation (or, equivalently, the
cross section) on SAND 11 spectra. Solid curve is for
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238 : . : 24
other the U activation was increased and the Mg decreased. A total
2.0 IZR V2 C

S o o 238 238 235 o 5 Lo
of nine foils was used. These are Pu, U, and U fission foils

w-energy data,

cQ

covered with boron, a cadmium-covered gold foil to provide I
3 5 - 58 .
Ni(n,p) =Cay,

xh

oL

) . o ~ . s o A o | -
and foils utilizing the following reactions: Stn,p)T =,
4 2 27 126

50, 5¢( 2 2 23 2
nlc(n,p) ‘Mn, lMg{n,p) 1.\':1, ;mdl I'(n,2n) (I.

The bare gold foil and the Cd-covered sodium tfoil were not included

because they caused the SAND Il code to iterate a large number of times
to produce the local structure at low energies required to fit these three 1
activations to the final curve. One should either include this local struc-
ture in the start spectrum or use only the "average'' foil (in this case,
the Cd-covered gold foil) for serious studies at high energies. The local
structure in the low-energy region can later be modified by varying the
strength of the thermal peak that is superposed on the 1/E component below
\‘10_() MeV. Bare low-energy foils are now used (Figure 1).

The perturbed spectra in Figure 18 are shown compared to the unper-
turbed spectrum (solid line). The threshold energy ot the foil cross
section being varied is depicted by a vertical bar and horizontal arrow
located below the corresponding curve. Note that the effect of varying
one of the activations (or cross sections) is very local for those foils
that have thresholds near the threshold energies of the other foils. The

Y 2( rTQ

)
Pu and the

=3¢ - s S
U foils have a slight effect on the low-ecnergy data as
o

CA% b

well, probably because no other thresholds exist between the Pu (0.01

Y 2Q

2938 : Ao : Al
MeV) and “7TU (1.5 MeV) thresholds and the gold-foil region (5 eV) in the

present group of nine foils.
In Table 1 is shown a list of 1-MeV equivalent values for the varia-
tional studies shown in Figure 21. These are spectra C through M in

Table 1. These data indicate that for foils with thresholds below 2 MeV,

¥

where few thresholds exist, a 25% increase in cross-section or foil activa-

tion produces 2% decrease in ¢ /é; for foils with thresholds just above
eq ! g

2 MeV, where the neutron flux is still high and the thresholds are close

3

together, a 25% increase in cross section of one foil produces about a

1% or less increase in ¢ ./ b for foils with thresholds well above 2 MeV,

et

a 25% increase in cross section results in a 0 to +0.4% ¢ l/‘:\ change.
[T

D T S r— &




foil results, and ¢ l/:A = 1,062 for the IRT data.
(8]t
1o
!
S - e e Aem—— i -~

8. WSMR-FBR REMEASUREMENTS: PRECISION EVALUATION

[he measurements presented in Section 6 were carried out at the White
Sands Missile Range FBR by the Nuclear Operations and Effects Branch per-
sonnel (Ref. 34) with their own set of foils, gamma-ray detector, and
gamma-vray calibration standards. The measurements were repeated by IRT

personnel with their foils, detector, and calibration sources. The IRT

foils were all eobtained from Reactor Experiments, Inc. (Ref. 35), except
e YT

- A - EID ot i . - - « . .

tor Np and U foils, which were obtained from the Oak Ridge National

N

Laboratory Isotopes Division, and 12 [, which was in the form of
2-lodoacetamide, and contained in a thin aluminum encapsulation. The
reproducibility of the WSMR results is taken as the precision of the
measuring technique.

A SAND Il unfolding calculation was carried out with the IRT data,
using the 1DF calculated spectrum as a trial spectrum. The SAND Il spec-
trum was nearly identical in shape to both the IDF calculation and the
SAND II results obtained with the WSMR data (Figure 15). The spectral
shapes, as expressed in terms of ;Cq/:‘ were also mearly the same: ch/i =
1.037 for the WSMR data and 1.023 for the IRT results. In both cases,

3 PArs ¥ S - e &
the questionable 'h fission foil data were omitted because they system-

) : z gl 237 5 238 ;
atically disagreed with the other foils ( ¢ Np, l]‘ln. and ? U), with

ITD

threshold encrgies I.t near that of “ “Th [Ilt(-'ﬁ"'l'h) = 1.75 MeV]. (This
is probably due to the difficulty in counting thorium fission via the

mass-140 chain, because of interference by thorium natural radioactivity.

“7“Th was therefore omitted from the recommended set of foils, ASTM
Standard Method E XX1, Appendix A.)

A\t 50 ¢m from the WSMR reactor, the agreement in spectral shape

(see Figure 22) is again very good. The hardness parameter ¢ /¢ is 1.076
T ° (§¢]
for

1-MeV (*0.15 MeV) necutrons/unit fluence (silicon equivalent) the WSMR
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Thus, for both sets of measurements, a precision of +0.01 in ¢ /¢ is

(&1
indicated. With standard techniques (see Appendix A), a precision otl' 5%
is probably attainable with well-developed techniques in foil selection,
exposure, counting, and data analysis, and perhaps 10% with nominal care.
This assumes that the trial spectrum ,?wtr(li) is chosen according to the

prescription of Method E XX1, Appendix A.

3.1 E%'F:\?i!),\l([) METHOD OF SELECTING TRIAL SPECTRUM :-t I_( E) FOR REACTOR
SPECTRA
1t was observed that all WSMR-FBR spectra can be approximated by a
GODIVA spectrum (see Figure 13) with a 1/E low-energy component that
becomes larger as the distance from the reactor increases [see 1DF calcula-
tions at different distances (Figure 5)]. The same was seen to hold true
tor the TRIGA spectrum presented in Section 9. Thus, a good trial spectrum
can probably be generated by simply attaching a 1/E component at the proper
point on the GODIVA spectrum. Figure 23 shows a GODIVA spectrum (Start
No. 5), and the results of SAND II unfolding with a 1/E component normalized

to the GODIVA at 0.005, 0.01, and 0.02 MeV. (These were unfolded with the

Ih foil data, which tends to produce a dip at ~1 MeV. A dip or peak at
this energy has no effect on ¢ l,": to first order, so that these data
(&8

provide a valid test.) After unfolding, the test case of ¢ _(E) = GODIVA +

o
i

E normalized at 0.01 MeV provides an output spectrum that

1S near

1y

identical to the Itr”"]' In addition, ¢ /¢ for both this :“(l) and the
(¢ X

respective SAND Il output shown in Figure 23 are nearly the same, i.e.,
.'U{ » = 1.080 for th‘(li) in all three cases, and :Nl.': = 1.041, 1.081, and
1.154, respectively, for SAND Il run with GODIVA + 1/E normalized at 0.005,
0.01, and 0.02 MeV, respectively. Thus, the 0.01-MeV normalizing point was
found to be the best for :“.Hl in the case of the spectrum at 50 cm from
the FBR reactor (165 cm above the concrete floor).

I'he validity of this procedure should be checked by further comparing
these values of tch/; to those for (a) the 1DF FBR calculation at 50 cm,
and (b) the SAND Il output with this IDF spectrum used as .‘tr(lf). The
respective values of ¢ /¢ are 1.074 and 1.063. Thus, the accuracy

ey

I8
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achieved with the 1/E fitting appears to be ~1% (1.081 versus 1.074 for
the "Known' spectrum. A similar comparison will be made in Section 9,

where the TRIGA results are presented.

50




9. THE TRIGA J-TUBE MEASUREMENT

A set of threshold activation foils was exposed to the General Atomic
TRIGA reactor, inside the J-tube which abuts the reactor core (see Figure
24) adjacent to fuel element G-1 shown in Figure 25. A 3-inch lead shield
separates the J-tube irradiation chamber from the recactor core, and a boral
shield (0.6 cm) covers all sides of the chamber. The total fluence was
uS X 1011 n/cm:, which represents about the lower limit in terms of
acceptable counting statistics.

The TRIGA J-tube spectrum was calculated with the GAZE code, and the
GAZE spectrum was used as the trial spectrum, ¢ _ (E), for SAND Il unfold-

75
ing. The results, shown in Figure 26, yielded a spectrum that is every-
where lower than the GAZE calculation below about 400 keV. This indicates
that the GAZE code predicts a spectrum that is somewhat too high below
this energy. The respective values of :U“‘: for the GAZE spectrum and the
SAND [l result are 0.942 and 0.993, whiuhtis consistent with a GAIZE spec-
trum that is too soft compared to the threshold-foil data.

Next, SAND Il was run with trial spectrum No. 7 of the SAND Il
library of start spectra. This is simply a GODIVA spectrum (Start No. 5)
with a 1/E tail normalized at 500 keV. This is also too soft a trial
spectrum, as can be seen from the plot of trial spectrum No. 7 and the
accompanying SAND IT result shown in Figure

[he results of a more recent calculation for a similar water-moderated
reactor (Ref. 37) were used for :tr(ﬁ) in the SAND 11 unfolding program.
The calculation was carried out with a finer group structure than the GAZI
calculation (Ref. 36), and was ablie to reproduce much of the resonance
structure above 0.5 MeV, the low-energy cutoff. Except for this resonance

structure, the spectrum was found to be nearly identical to the GODIVA

spectrum which was used for extrapolation down to the 0.15-MeV point of
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Figure 24. IRIGA J-tube geometry
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the 1/E-spectrum juncture. This spectrum (Figure 28) is consistent with
the threshold-foil data, as seen by the excellent agreement between the
two.

Thus; a 1/E juncture at 0.15 MeV is called for when tailoring a GODIVA
and 1/E spectral combination to obtain a reliable :trili for input to SAND
[1. The corresponding juncture points Ibi would be at 0 MeV for a FBR
glory-hole spectrum, and 0.01 MeV at 50 em from the reactor, with I ‘
increasing with distance away from the reactor and nearer the source of

the floor- and wall-scattering component.

9.1 GOLD-FOIL SELF-SHIELDING CORRECTION

he low-energy end of the SAND 11 spectrum (Figure 28) shows the

results of varying the correction for gold ftoil self absorption. While

1y factor-of-two correction repairs the '"dip" at very strong 5 eV gold

resonance, the influence on ¢ /¢ was Vvl
[&19)

, almost negligibly small. [he

measured self-absorption correction for a 0.0025-cm-thick cadmium-covered

gold foll is 2.3 for isotropic fFlux (Ref. 38). These corvections (Ref.

39) are only important for low-energy spectrometry, but should neverthe-

less be made to avoid the possibility of the SAND Il code making compen-
sating changes in the wrong part of the spectrum, where D(E) for silicon

b

e drastically different.
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10, SPECTRAL-INDEX CHARACTERIZATION OF THE NEUTRON SPECTRUM
FOR PRODUCING RADIATION DAMAGE IN SILICON

Note that the high-energy end of the spectrum for the NIOBE calcula-
tion (Figure 28) is lower than the SAND [I output. The same is true for
the GODIVA spectrum (Figure 27) and the GAZE (Figure 26), although less
so for the latter. In examining the activations calculated with SAND 11

for the input spectrum :trH e

18 Me\
A (cale) = 5 (E) o (E) dE
X ;

o

A

one finds that o the percentage difference between measured and calcu-
lated activations, consistently increases with the threshold energy I{t of
the foil for lit » 3 MeV. Thus, the early calculations appear to under-
predict the high-energy flux in a consistent manner. (This discrepancy
is not important to obtaining accurate SAND [I results, becausc the code
casily and rapidly corrects the spectrum here, where many values of l:t
exist and when the discrepancy increases with ]it.) This has a direct
impact on the popular procedure of characterizing the neutron spectrum by
the spectral index (SI), which is defined as the ratio of neutron flux
above 10 keV to the flux above 3 MeV. The SI is often used to characterize
the radiation damage effectiveness of the spectrum which is, in a way, an
approach to estimating :‘L‘&{/ p. 1If the results of a poor calculation are

used to infer SI from ¢ 11 (E), a large error can ensue. This can be seen
Calc =

from the following comparison of the calculated and measured values of the
“eq
calculation and 1.023 for the SAND Il result using this calculation as

SI and of ¢ /4. For the glory-hole spectrum, -.‘Cq/.“ = 1.031 for the 1DE

:”(lz). This is a 1% agreement. The respective SI are 8.99 and 6.79, or

a 32% difference. Thus, a very large difference in SI can occur for two

_-\ H

P T e b v~ OIS O




spectra with nearly identical silicon radiation damage effectiveness.
This is due to the SI being a characterization that compares the total
neutron fluence to that above 3 MeV, where there are only a few neutrons,
and therefore little contribution to the radiation damage. (A 1-Me\
dividing line would give a much more sensitive measure of radiation
damage effectiveness.)

For the WSMR-FBR 50-cm spectrum, ¢ /¢ (1DF) = 1.074 and ¢ /¢ (meas) -

(S18] cq

1.064, which is a 1% agreement. The respective SI are 7.74 and 6.42; a
21% difference.

For the TRIGA J-tube, ¢ b(GAZE) = 0.942, ¢ /Jofmeas) = 0.993, yield-

Cy (&18] i

ing a 5% difference. The respective SI are 7.19 and 6.54, which differ
by 10%.

While it is clear from these comparisons that the SI representation
may be 10 to 30% off, a spectrum characterization by an imprecise threshold-

foil spectrum measurement may be worse. For example, a measurement of the

(
IRIGA spectrum was made two years ago, utilizing six foils (7 Au, E_ = 0;
239 2357 — 238 ¥ 32, -
Pu, | 0: Np, | 0.5 MeV; i, 1.45 MeV:; Sl = 2.9 MeV;
S t 1 t t
ind, AR R, | 8.7 MeV). No express care was taken to choose 8 (1
t r
with all the physical characteristics, a choice that is most necessary for
obtaining a good spectrum from 10 to 20 MeV with only sixX input numbers!
[he S1 so obtained was 9.24 (¢ b was 0.844). This solution was so non-
ey
physical that when used in SAND 11 as by (E), the parameters became ever
ph -
worse (10.99 for SI and 0.660 for ¢ {,':). A comparison of the 19735 and the
LA
1975 results is given in Figure 29. The latter data were obtained with a
hybrid ¢ (E) consisting of the NIOBE calculation above 0.85 MeV, GAZl
[ 8
between 0.1 and 0.85 MeV, and 1/1 0.1 MeV, Sl 6.8 and ¢ p = 0.974.
g
lhe SAND 11 result was in good agreement with this trial spectrum :t CEDS
-
For this case, ¢ : 1.019 and Sl 6.25. It is cleay from these results
ey
that the standard procedure for measuring ¢(E) (Appendix A) must be spelled
out in enough detail to ensure good reproducibility and accuracy. It is
also clear ece Figure 29) that a log-log plot in the form o *&(E) versus
E is important in showing up even small aberrations in the ution; the
1/ component i 1 flat line, and the high-cnergy component itbhove w2 MeV,
v Y9
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has a less steep slope. The disagreement between the 1973 results and
I £

earlier calculations [such as the GAZE prediction of ¢(E)] is not very

apparent on a log-log ¢(E) versus E plot.
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Designation: E XXI

Standard Method for

UNFOLDING NEUTRON SPECTRA

1 Scope
1.1 This method describes a set of standard i
S 1 spectrum 6(E) with the SAND I1 | ’ ' " *
i neutron spectrum ¢(E) with the SAND Il code, u npu

of threshold-foil activations, with threshold ene: (
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1.2 The selection and exposure of u 1 f
wered rn ASTM Method E XX2, "Method of Irrad {
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1.7 Periodic updating of nuclear data will improve the accuracy of
the threshold-foil activation cross sections, branching ratios, and decay
constants, as well as calculations of the damage function D(E). These
must be utilized to update the input data for this method from time to
time to improve its accuracy, which will require updating these standard
methods.

-8 ALl Iit = (0 foils (both 1/v and fission foils) are cadmium or “)B
covered, which excludes thermal-neutron measurements. This facilitates
a more reliable solution at higher energies, where practically all of the
radiation damage occurs in silicon.

1.9 Although codes other than SAND II, such as SPECTRA, CRYSTAL BALL,
and OPTIMO [also available at Radiation Shielding Information Center
RSIC) (1)], can give results, the SAND II code was chosen because of the
built-in feature cof retarding the formation of spurious structure (sec
Sec. I1.1). Also, it provides in convenient format the '.“'s needed to
evaluate the agreement between the foil data and the trial spectrum.

[his plays an important part in rejecting erratic foil data and in choosing
1 more realistic trial spectrum; a user interaction that is important to

unfolding accuracy.

Significance

2.1 This method provides the neutron fluence ¢(E) for general use,
uch as for \\l]\‘lll.lT.Illl‘.'_ radiation damage to materials other than silicon,
where the damage versus neutron energy, D(E), is known or is calculable
rom known neutron cross sections.

2.2 This method and the supporting methods (Sec. I constitute a

et of draft standards for characterizing divergent neutron fields in
terms of ‘:(,{‘ the equivalent 1-MeV tluence for nceutron radiation damage

in silicon, and :t“l/ b, the hardness parameter which specifies the fluence
f 1-Mel neutrons required to produce the same radiation damage as a unit
fluence of neutrons (above 0.01 MeV) having the spectral distribution ¢(E).
Ihis characterization is of interest in planning irradiation schedules

for parts screening or for sample-specification tests, and in comparing

fields.

radiation damage studies carried out in different neutron




3. Definitions

5.1 'The description of terms relating to dosimetry are found in

ASTM Detfinitions E 170, "Terms Relating to Dosimetry."

3.2 AL is the saturated activity of the sample, as defined in ASTM
Method E 261-70, “Standard Method for Measuring Neutron lI'lux by Radio- |
activation Techniques." Rm is the measured number of activations per
nucleus produced by irradiating NO target nuclei (of the isotope that
can produce the reaction) for an irradiation time ti. For constant reac-

tor power, R” is defined as the measured ratio RI = A t./N .
1 n SEY 0

4.  Summary of the Method

4.1 A set of foils is selected with thresholds E_ that vary from 0
to 14 MeV, the foils are weighed, covered with cadmium or “)B as necessary,
and exposed to a neutron field having a spectral distribution ¢ (E). The
resultant radioactivity is measured to determine the number N of radio-
active atoms produced during the irradiation of .\'” target atoms of the

chosen isotope. For each foil species X,

N = N 3 (EYe (E) di . (1)
(0] X
E
t
where "lH is the cross section for the rcaction being measured. The
set of measured specific activities, given by the ratio R“(\\ = (N/N l\.
1 O X

is used as input to the SAND I1 unfolding code, along with a trial
spectrum :tr(l) that contains all the physical features. These features
may include a 14-MeV spike with slowing-down component below 14 MeV, or n
a fission spectrum with 1/E moderated component (tail).

1.1.1 Using Eq. 1 with :”il:) in place of ¢ (E), the SAND Il code
calculates the various Rt r( Xx), utilizing the SAND Il input library of
cross sections ‘X(L). In calculating the various Rtr(\), the input
spectrum :trll) is normalized so as to minimize the standard deviation S“
associated with the "zeroth iteration" differences :”(\I (R -R__}/R

between the measured and calculated specific activities.

OS




1.1.2 For foils where L)(x) is largest, the SAND Il code adjusts the
8
spectrum in the energy interval above lit(x), s0 as to produce a first-

iteration solution, (E), with reduced i](x) and, consequently, with

,
bl
reduced Sl. These iterations are continued until the n-th iteration,
where Sn £5 percent.

4.2 SAND II Limitations

1.2.1 The threshold-foil spectrometry method is not truly a spectrom-
etry technique, but rather a mild perturbation technique. As such, it
provides a reliable output only with considerable constraints applied,
especially for the region helow 1 MeV, where only one true threshold ('SANp,
0.5 MeV) exists. This constraint is that for reactor spectra, the epicad-
mium solution resembles a GODIVA spectrum with 1/E tail fitted (Sec. 0.1.2).
Since this provides only one adjustable parameter, that of varying the 1/E
fitting point until the solution resembles the trial spectrum, it 1S pos-

sible for this limiting case of reactor spectra to obtain a reliable solu-
5

“
. : B AR e 239

tion with one real threshold, an artificial one at 10 keV ( U or Pu
in boron), and a 1/v detector providing information below 1 MeV. This is

carried out with some interaction with the code.

5. Interaction With SAND I Code

5.1 Examination of Rm(x) and ;r (E) via the A (x) Set of Indicators
1 1 g Q

5.1.1 If the solution ¢ (E) is physically meaningful, it will have

n

the same characteristics as ¢ . This happens when no erroncous values

of R are input to SAND Il, and when the starting spectrum :tI(L) contains
m :

all the physical characteristics of the true spectrum. It is the task of
the user to examine the set of Ao(x) to either reject single spurious values
of the corresponding Rm(x). or to adjust ¢trth) in regions above the thresh-
old energy Et(x) where two or more corresponding values of ho(x) are large

and agree in sign and magnitude.

i)

.2 Choosing [(E) for Unfolding Reactor Spectra

)

t
5.2.1 Most reactor spectra used for radiation damage studies can be

represented by a fission spectrum with properly normalized 1/E slowing-down

component. The trial spectrum can be represented adequately in this case




by a fission spectrum with a fitted 1/E tail. A trial fitting is first

197 59

used, and it the A (x) for the cadmium-covered 1/v detector ( Au, 0,

or :‘:’.\In) and the 239 or 232U boron-covered fission detectors are large
and positive (or negative), then the 1/E tail is normalized at a higher
(or lower) energy to the fission spectrum, and SAND Il rerun. Prescribed
values are given in Sec. 6.1 for the 1/E normalizing point for three
different fission spectra commonly used in radiation damage work.

S.2:2 If 4\“‘(1{) is too low in the energy region above a few MeV, for
a reactor spectrum, the :’\O(x) will be positive and may increase with lit
of the foils. For this case, there are enough foils used in this prescrip-
tion for SAND Il to achieve a good solution in only a few iterations, so
that ~tvt]_(|3) need not be adjusted here. A more common problem here is that
one of the ,\O(.\') is erroncous, requiring many iterations to achieve a
solution. This is seen as a physically unreal oscillation in the solution
*Al‘(li), in which case the spurious activation Rm(x) must be removed and
SAND Il rerun without this activation.
5.5 Choosing ‘:”_(E) for Non-Reactor Spectra

5301 T This Cage; .511' should be obtained from a necutron-transport
calculation containing the source term (say 14-MeV neutrons) and all the
surrounding material. A simple one-dimensional approximation to the
actual geometry is usually adequate.

5.4 Recognition of a Well-Behaved Solution

5.4.1 When the Rm(,\l and \:Atrtl’.) are self consistent, the SAND I1I
perturbation code will converge in a few iterations (n = 1 to 10}, and
‘;”(li) will be much like ;“‘(l:).

5.4.2 'The prescriptions set forth in Section 6 are designed to
achieve such a solution. It is most ecasily recognized by comparing
plots of .ﬂtr(li) and :~n(li) on log-log paper, but with E*¢(E) plotted instcad
of ¢(E). In this way, the 1/E slowing-down region appears as a flat line,
and the slope of ¢(E) above a few MeV is not nearly as steep. Deviations

of {t"](li) from ‘3‘1 ;-(I:) are therefore much more apparent in the E*¢(E) plots.




6. SAND Il Operating Procedure

6.1 SAND II Inputs

6.1.1 The SAND Il code is operated in the TIME INTEGRATED mode,
which standardizes the activation-foil input format for both fast-burst
and steady-state irradiations. The inputs are the trial spectrum P
the specific activities Rm(x) of the foils, and the foil-cover data.

6.1.2 Frial Spectrum ¢tr

6.1.2.1 For a GODIVA-type reactor, select spectrum No. 5 of the
SAND 11 library of trial spectra for a glory-hole spectrum.

6.1.2.2 For a spectrum at 50 cm from a GODIVA-type reactor ~1.5

meters above a concrete floor, use trial spectrum No. 5 with a 1/E

= 2 . - - - ~ -
component titted at 107~ MeV [this will be compatible with the 1/v foil

59 . 55 97 235 239
S B ~ - N e Z i . ~ OV
& Co; Mn, o1 Au) and the boron-covered U or Pu low-energy

fission foil, and will avoid distortions in the solution ¢(E) for E >0.01
MeV that result from omitting the 1/E component ].
6.1.2.3 For a TRIGA spectrum, fit the 1/E component at 0.15 MeV.
6.1.2.4 To obtain trial spectrum No. 5, first run SAND I with the
trial spectrum No. 5 option called for. The SAND Il output will include
a printout of start spectrum No. 5 (620-point spectrum from l(l'm to 18
MeV). Normalize the 1/E spectrum at the proper point, as prescribed above,
and input the resulting hybrid spectrum at AE/E = 10 percent energy inter-
vals above the normalizing point energy (i.e., at 0.15, 0.0L5, 0.0015 MeV,

-10
etc., down to w10 g

MeV). The hybrid spectrum is input as SPECTRUM
TABULAR, as described in the input instructions.

6.1.2.5 For cases other than the three mentioned above, choose a
normalizing point at 0.03 MeV for the 1/E tail, and proceed with the fitting
operdation as described im Sec., 5.2

6.1.3 Threshold-Foil Data

6.1.3.1 The threshold-foil isotope, the type of reaction, the speci-
fic activity Rm‘ and the foil-cover data are required inputs to the

SAND Il code. For example,

U235F BORON 0.101




and

g
DD

AULIDTG CADMEUM

0.003¥80

correspond to the " "U(n,f) reaction with the U foil covered with 1.68
8 cm“‘ of “)H, and the e .v\u(n,-,)w\\ reaction with the ~ Au foil covered
with a 0.l-cm-thick cadmium foil. A specific activation of 5.9-12 cor
235 - -2 . ; 235

responds to R ) 5.9 x 10 fissions produced per U atom present
in the target. Whereas R'H is input for fission foils, for non-fission
foils, !\‘,“ is multiplied by 0.693/T, of the radiocactive species for
input to SAND II. Three or more 1/ \l\‘-tut i foils such a = \u, 'l‘)('u.
and ~“—“111 can be used with SAND Il trial run, but the one with the value
of i most nearly the average of the three should be chosen tor the final
run of SAND 1I, the others being rejected to keep the number of iterations
of SAND IT (and theretfore the spurious structure) to & minimun

G 2 lcceptance DLt 1 TOIr t (E

6.2.F Tf an E*G(E) plot of b (1 hows the me general shape as a
similar type plot of ;“\l + Wath e I elected as in Sec. 5.1.1; then
”Hr is likely to represent a good solution. This is usually accompanied
by n being small, as mentioned in Sec. 5.4. If b E)} exhibits a shape very
much unlike o the user must examine the (x) (given by the SAND 1]
printout) for spurious values of 5 (%), and, therecfore, le.\l. Any spur-
ious value is rejected and the SAND 11 code is rerun without this foil. }
On the other hand, when more than one foil in a given energy region of |
},t(.\) shows a large positive value of '“t\‘ and these values agree in
sign, the :“_\ll must be increased in that region for positive o (X and
vice versa. In some cases, such as at high threshold energies where :“.tl )
obtained from a calculation has often been found to be too low, the SAND 11
code may adjust the spectrum in very few iterations. This happens when
the ,N) are progressively larger in magnitude with increasing }tH‘I of
the foil, and the activations Rm(.\) are consistent with a smooth, non-
oscillating solution ¢$(E) in this region. In this case, the SAND []

solution is valid [the code need not be rerun with

o E) adjusted].




Minimum Foil Set

7.1 Table I lists foils that have been successfully used. A 1/v
S . - - 97 5 :
foil is required for the low-energy region. Au, cadmium covered, is

suggested with appropriate epicadmium self-shielding correction. Use

235 : 239 ; 10 . .. v -
2 U, or possibly i Pu, 1n B as the ”Et = 10 keV'" fission foil, along
. 237F... . _ ; 238 < 258 ; .
with Np (rt = 0.5 MeV), U (corrected for il impurity with the
235 LS 24

255 s 54, 54 (0 e 60 2
U-foil data), Jani s jlro(n,p)v Mn, 3 N](n.p)' Eon Mg(n,p) lNu,

27 24, 90 SRS
AL(n,a)” Na, and Znim, 2n). T Zr.

8. Availability of the SAND Il Code and Cross-Section Library

8.1 The SAND II program tape, including a large catalog of trial
spectra, is available from RSIC. Documentation of the code is also

available at RSIC (1).-

9. The SAND Il Cross-Section Library

9.1 The present cross-section library tape contains an evaluated
self-consistent set of cross-section data. This is referred to as the
1974 evaluated cross-section library tape, and constitutes part of this
standard. When this tape, or any other foil-activation data, becomes
updated, it is understood that these ASTM standard methods will similarly

require updating.

10. Precision

10.1 Using the prescriptions outlined above and in the three
accompanying ASTM Methods (E XX2, E XX3, and E XX4 mentioned in Sec. 1),
both a glory-hole spectrum and a spectrum at 50 c¢m from a GODIVA-type
reactor were measured (2,3) by two different experimental groups in an
effort at evaluating the reproducibility of the method. Using different
foil packets, but the same types of threshold foils, both spectra agreed
within less than 2 percent in terms of the hardness parameter, “"«.\«{/‘r
Different Ge(Li) gamma-ray detectors were used, each being cross cali-

brated with NBS standard gamma-ray sources having a quoted absolute

= g o R —
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accuracy of 2 percent. A standard consisting of an ll-line source mix-
ture was used at both laboratories, indicating the precision of NBS
standard-source intensities is 1 percent for the 11 lines. Assuming the

prescriptions in these ASTM standard methods are carefully followed, a

precision of 10 percent should be casily achievable in ¢ q/¢, and 5 percent
e

highly probable with additional work [such as checking activation ratios
against those of similar spectra found in the literature (2) to help

diagnose erratic foil activations].

11. Accuracy

11.1 The accuracy is speci ied here in terms of the 1-MeV equivalent

flux, ¢ a4 and the hardness parametcr, ¢ l/¢. It was determined in a study
e o

wherein three different types of reactor spectra were measured (2). These

spectra were found to belong to a parametric sct, wherein they can be

approximated by a GODIVA spectrum with 1/E tail fitted according to the

degree of moderation present [see Sec. 6.1.1, selecting ¢tr(h)]. The

accuracy evaluation presented here is limited to spectra belonging to this

set, which probably covers all reactor spectra used for silicon radiation

damage studies. For other spectra, such as spectra deep in a reactor

shield or well-moderated 14-MeV sources, additional studies are required.

11.2 Comparison With Known Spectra

11.2.1 The SAND Il results, as obtained with }tr(L) generated
according to Sec. 6.1.1, agreed with calculated values of ¢(E) within
better than 3 percent in ¢Cq/¢. The calculations were verified by

accurate time-of-flight measurements (2). [In addition, the SAND 11

unfolding was carried out using the calculated ¢(FE) as the trial spectrum,

Yo
to within vl percent in woq/¢, indicating that the threshold-foil data
were consistent with the calculation. This and other data show that the
accuracy 1s very sensitive to the choice of ¢t
where only one useful threshold exists [lijp(n,f)] above 10 keV.
11.2.2 It is not possible to check the accuracy of ¢oq against
calculations without doing more exact calculations, geometrically, and

more absolute flux monitoring.

In this case, the SAND IT result agreed with the calculated spectrum

r(li), especially for E <1 MeV,
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Sensitivity to Unfolding Method

11.3.1 A reactor spectrum was unfolded with both the SAND Il and the

SPECTRA [also available at RSIC (1)] codes. The results agreed within

2 percent in ¢ b, and 3 percent in ¢
g cq

is not a major factor, Most of the difference came

indicating that the choice of
codes from some
spurious structure in the SPECTRA solution that is relatively suppressed

in the SAND 1l method.

11.4 Variational Studies on o (E) and R (x)
X m
11.4.1 The SAND II unfolding of a GODIVA-type spectrum was carried
out by varving the input activations of individual foils, R (x), and of

m

pairs of foils (2). This simulates a bodily shift (or renormalization) in

the cross-section curve, o (E). The results showed that for the spectrum
X

at 50 e¢m from a GODIVA-type reactor, which was 165 cm above a concrete

floor, a variation of 25 percent in the activation of amy one foil with

threshold below 2 MeV, where few thresholds exist, resulted in 2 percent

increase of For foils with thresholds between 2 and 6.5 MeV, where

0 L‘k{‘

the neutron flux is high and many thresholds exist, a4 25 percent change in

(E) of any single foil produced a 1 percent change in \bove

X ey

6.5 MeV, where the neutron flux is very low, the corresponding sensitivit)

was /0.5 percent for one foil, With two values of ¢ (E) varied by 25 per-
X

cent, ¢ changed by as much as 4 in one case [+25 percent for
e eq ; s :

258 o i - 24 =
U(n,f) and -25 percent for Mg (n,p)], and 2 percent in another (+25

percent

. A58 7 ; " 58...
percent tfor both U and Mg X total of nine foils was used [ Ni{n.np),
2 27 X 56 259 - A 5 235 A

Mg(n,p), I G 2nl s EeCnyp), Pu(n,f), Uiln, £) U, t) s
g7 ) s B

Au{n,y), in Cd, and .\;un.l"-_].

11.4.2 The variations were appreciably greater than the cor-
€4 3o
9
4 - 3 / A o - CAR b
l‘v\'pondln;i varrations in ¢ | b. I'hey were Af = +]2 rcent tor the Pu
vy X ey

o = s DD = : e
toily 2:7 percent for U, and <0.5 percent for foils with thresholds

V7T Q )

; et 238 24 oy :
above 2 MeV. The U and Mg foils produced a 2 percent increase in

¢ k‘&i
when

when both were raised by 25 percent, but l changed only 0.3 percent
(&0

YT Q 3

S : : 24
U activation was and the Mg

the increased 25 percent foil decreased
| Sl . 259 G oo
by the same amount. The large sensitivity to changes in Pu (or, sSimilarly
235 . ) 4 : / . L. .
U) activation (or cross section) arises from this beimg the foil with




the greatest sensitivity to neutrons between 0.01-MeV and the 0.5-MeV

iy
o el : - ~ i - AN
threshold of Np. Fortunately, a cross-section data for fission foils

) 30 235
s e Pt e = -
such as Pu and U are accurately known, and a 25 percent uncertainty

in cither the cross section, or, equivalently, the foil count, is excessively
large. Also, the specific activations are considerably greater than for
the other fission foils, and are thus more accurately determined.

11.5 overall Accuracy Assessment

11.5.1 The probable accuracy in :oq and .'Cq/.‘, as estimated trom
the three contributing factors discussed above, is 10 percent ftor reactor
spectra if the prescriptions outlined in these methods are carefully
followed. An accuracy of 5 to 7 percent may be achievable with added i
effort, such as comparing activation ratios to those for similar spectra
presented in the literature (2) to help detect erroncous values.

11.5.2 Other types of spectra, such as 14-MeV necutrons with consider-
able moderation, should be capable of equal or better accuracy, becausc
foils with many threshold values lit are available that cover the energy
regions of high flux above 1 MeV. However, a complete assessment should
be made, and must include accurate calculations of spectra in order to
provide .‘rtr(l:) that contains all the physical neutron-transport character-

istics (i.e., l14-MeV spike, slowing-down component, resonance “'dips', and

a fission-source term plus 1/E fail for neutron-multiplying media).

-
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