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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUHCTION

1-1. Problem.

Recent changes in US Army tactical doctrine desiened to
counter the threat of the large armored forces of the Warsaw
Pact nations has significantly altered the concept of employ-
ment of maneuver units within the main battle area. ‘These
changes in doctrine svecifically recognize three realities of
modern warfare for NATO: 1) the probability that NATO forces
will have to fight outnumbered with little or no warnine;

?) the necessity to defend as far forward as possible; and

3) the necessity to win the first battle., These changes in
doctrine also reflect the realities of modern warfare learned
during the 1973 Mid<tast war where the need for rarid movement
on the battlefield was a crucial element of success for both
sides. To insure that nd;qunte military rolice resnurces are
available within the main ba'tle area, an analysis will be made
of new doctrine to determine what mission and functions exist
for the military nolice and what type orfanization would be
best suited to perform them.

1-2. Aqsumniionn.

a. That the turovean Senario for warfare will continue to
be the threat for I'S Armv combat develorment activities through
the mid-time frame from 1977-1087,

b, That current missions and functions of the military

police will continue to be valid,




c., ''hat the evacuation of prisoners of war will continue

to be a canturineg force resronsibility.

d. That selected military police units will have organic
wheeled armored vehicles,
1-3. Backeround,

a. Current doctrine for military police sunnort within
the main battle area provides for military nolice platoons to
be placed in direct supvort of each of two committed brirades,
one platoon in feneral support of the division rear area; one
platoon to operate the division PW collection point; and one
platoon to provide security for the division commander and the
division main command vost. These five nlatoons are oreanized
into one company which has its headquarters located at the
division main CP., Also oreanic to the company is a provost
marshal section located at the division main CP which provides
the provest marshal acs a special staff officer on the division
staff, The ‘st marshal, aAlthoueh a svecial staff officer,
exercises ¢ .ional control of all military police resocurces
within the division area.

b. Fach of the MP platoons is resvonsible for providing
the full srectrum of military volice supneort within its assiened
area. When missions requirements exceed the capabilities of
the division miliiary nolice resources then auementation is
requested from Corps. Aurumentation units when provided come
under the operational control of the division provost marshal.

c. This method of vrovidine military nolice support to
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the division proved to be reasonably efficient and effective in
the past even though many missions required augmentation by
Corps military police units. The develooment of new tactics,
however, has generated new requirements for military police
support within the division. ‘These requirements ares

(1) The need for rapid movement by battalion size manuever
units within the main battle area requires resvonsive centralized
control of military rolice nlatoons in the brigade area.

(2) The increased movement exvected of battalion size
manuever units laterally on the battlefield places greater
requirements for resronsive traffic control by military vpolice
units in the main battle area.

(3) The need for the division to operate a tactical
command post (TAC CP) near the forward battle area increases
the security requirements for the division headquarters.

(4) The need to reduce the size of the division main
headquarters requires relocating some units and staff personnel
to include the MP comnany headquarters and provost marshal
sections to the division sucnort area.

1-4, Alternative Concepnts,

A. Alternative one is to retain the nresent organization
and doctrine relving on augmentation from coros to nerform
those tasks beyond the capability of the division MP company.

b. Alternative two is to exmand the present organization
and doctrine where necessary to accommodate missions and functions

identified in the new tactical doctrine.




¢c. Alternative three is to oreanize military police
resources within the division according to requirements
identified in the new tactical doctrine and in a manner which
provides for the most resnonsive and effective support to the
main battle area.

1-5. Methodologyv.

This <tudv was conducted using current doctrine in
published and draft field manuals and tables of organization
and eauipment for military rolice units operatine in the
armored, infantry, and mechanized infantry division. Also
used were (G3SC reference books which provided information on
anti-armor detfense and breakthrough offense. Tdentified
requirements for military volice sunvort were compared with
available resources within the division area in the European
Scenerio. From this comparison and evaluation increased
requirements for military police support were identified and

a preferred oreanizational structure was desiened.




CHAPTER 2

CURRENT MITLITARY POLICE DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

2-1. General.

a. Current military police doctrine for emnloyment in
the main battle area is contained in FM 19-1, Division Military
Police Combat Support: Division and Separate Brigades.
Military police doctrine for the employment of corps military
police units in augmentation to the division military police
is specified in FM 19-4, Military Police Suvnort in the Theater
of Operations which is currently under revision. “M 19-40,
Prisoners of War and Civilian Internees contains the doctirine
for PW operations in the theater and vrrovides the interface
between activities in the division, corvs and the communication
zone,

b. Military police doctrine for employment in the main
battle area has evolved mainly-from the exveriences of World
War I1 and the Korean War. During World War II military police
support was provided by an MP platoon that was organic to the
division headquarters and headquarters company. The platoon
consisted of four officers and 60 enlisted men. The platoon's
mission was to perform law enforcement, traffic control, and
orisoner of war ovnerations in the division area behind the
committed regiments. Not lone after divicsions were committed

to combat in Furope, it was recognized that the military volice

resources in the division were insufficient to meet the require-




ments of the main battle area. Extensive augmentation of the

military police within the division was required and accomplished
either by detailing infantry personnel to assist the military
volice or by attaching corps MP units to the division. After
World War 1T, the deficiencies of the military police support

to the division were corrected with the oreanization of a
military police company.

c. The Korean War orovided the first test of the military
police company's ability to effectively support division
operations in the main battle area. The division MP company
consisted of seven officers and 169 enlisted men and was organized
with one police platoon and three traffic platoons. The basic
design of the company was suitable for the support of the
infantry division and was retained during cubsequent Chnﬁaes
to the division structure.

d. The reorganizati®on of the army division in the late
1950's produced the last major.change in the division structure.
The military police company was organized as shown in Figure 2-1
and has remained in this configuration to date. The only
significant chance that has taken place is the rerlacement of
the two criminal investieators in the provost marshal section
with military police investieators.
2~2. Missions and Functions.

a. The mission of the division military nnlice company
is to:

(1) Provide the full range of military police support
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based on the needs and nriorities established by the division
commander.

(2) Fight as infantrymen or assume limited combat infantry
roles when required.

(3) Defend the nnit areas and installations acainst
hostile ground attack.

(4) Provide a vnrovost marshai section to the division
staff for military rolice staff surport and staff supervision
and onerational control over assiened military police units.

b. The functions of the militarv police compnany are:

(1) Overates a provost marshal section in the division
headquarters.

(2) Provides circulation control of vehicular traffic,
refugees and individuals as well as porulation and resources
control and control of lines of cormunications.

! (3) Establishes motor natrols, circulation and control
posts, or combinations thereof, in suoport of division opnerations.

(4) Provides route reconnaissance, convoy escort and
security of hiech oriority shipment and movements including air
and water shipments.

(5) Provides security tn division command vrost as well
as personal security for desienated versonnel,

() Conducts militarv volice investication and institutes
crime prevention measures within the division.

(7) Ovperates a central PW and civilian internee collecting

point at divieion and forward collectine noints on the axis




of advance for un to two of the committed brigades as well as
providineg records renorting systems and accountability for PW's
and civilian internees.

(8) Provides security of PW's and civilian internees
during evacuation from forward collectine noints to the central
division collection noint or Armv transfer points.

(9) Provides temporary detention for US military prisoners
vpending further transfer to corps or TAACCM confinement facilities.

(10) Farticipates in combined and joint police operations.
(11) TProvides sunnort in the maintenance of law, order
and discipline in the combat zone through the enforcement of
command directives and nolicies.
2-3. Employment.

a. The military vnolice company is emploved throughout the
division area as shown in Fiesure 2-2. The platoons of the
comrany denendine on theit location pnrovide either direct support
to committed brieades or ceneral sunnort to the division rear
area. Platoons are not normallv attached to brieades or other
commands unless distance, time, or other factors preclude
effective surport and control by the companv. By vlacine platoons
in direct sunrort or reneral suoport roles the company commander
retains centralized command and control and can more effectively
utilize the MP resources available to meet the total diviasion
requirements. Because of the austere confiecuratinon of the
division military nolice compranv, there are freauent occasions

when the comnanv muast be aurmented by corns militarv prolice, for
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example when all three brirsades are committed to combat, durine
4 major river crossine oneratinns, in surport of internal defense

and development operations, and when larege numbers of PW's are
| cantured. lhe division provnst marshal exercises overational

control over all MP units within the division area. The provost

’ marshal determines military police requirements to support
division operations and assiens missions to the military vnolice

company. When the reaquirements of the division operation

exceed the capability of the division military volice company
than the provost marshal makes the necessary request through
the G-3 for augsmentation from corps.

b. Each committed bricade is normallv provided one military
police platoon in direct surport of its oper2tion. The nlatoon
is usually located in the brieade rear area in the vicinity of

the brisrade trains. The vlatoon nrovides supnport on an area

basis which extends from Yhe rear boundries of the committed i
battalions to the briesade rear borundrv. The primary effort of

the vlatoon is devoted to traffic control operations in order

to assure the orderly movement of combat, combat suppnort, and
combat service suopnort units according to the scheme of morucver,
Prisoner of war onerations are also important for the rlatoon
which operates a PW collectine point in the vicinity of the
brieade trains. Normal emrloyment of the platoon in support

of a committed bricade would have two MP squads performing
traffic control orerations and one saquad performine PW duties.
The nlatoon leader, however, based on his mi=ssion analysis

decides how much of his rescurces he will devote to any




particular activity. Other missions the MP platoon performs

in the bricade area are enforcement of military laws, orders,

and reculationsy collection of stragglers; circulation control
of individualss ronte security; and refugee control and dis-
placement. Because of the extended distance that the platoon
overates from the companv headquarters, the pnlatoon leader is
normally eiven mission tyne orders which he executes with a
minimum of sunervision from the comnany commander. The platoon
leader does coordinate extensivelv with the supnorted brieade i
commander and staff tn stay abreast of the tactical situation
and supvort requirements.

c. Military volice units employed within the divicion
rear area consist of the division provost marshal section, the
companv headquarters, security platoon, and one or more WP

platoons,.

(1) 'The vprovost marthal section is located at the division

main headquarters, The section is resronsible for performing

staff rlannine, direction, suvervision, and coordination of

military nolice surport of division onerations. The section

also provides representation to the division traffic headquarters,
coordinates with a'lied forces or host country militarv and

civil rolice, arrances for auementation by corps militarv rolice
units when reauired, and conducts and coordinates crime nrevention
and investircation activities. The nrovost marshal as the senior

law enforcement officer in the division exercises operational

control over all military pvolice units assiened or attached to

—— 2:6 —




the division.

(?) The company headquarters is located at or near the
division main command post. From this location the compiny
commander directs the activities of the subordinate nlatoons
and provides the necessary administrative and loristical support
to sustain their operation.

(3) The security nlatoon is located at the division main
command post and is responsible for providineg internal security
for key vnortions such as the tactical operations center, the
division war room, the communications center, and the division
commander's quarters. The nlatoon provides security continuously
even during relocation. The platoon also pnrovides security to
the division tactical command post when employed in the battle
aren.

(4) Two militarv nnlice platoons are reauired in the
division rear area. One dlatoon nrovides full military volice
sunport to the entire division rear area while the other platoon
operates the division central PW col'ectineg point. The platoon
supporting the division rear area is also resvonsible for pro-
viding direct support to the reserve brigade when committed to
combat. When this occurs aurmentation from corps MP units is
necessary until a briecade returns to reserve status and a
military rolice nlatoon is freed for suorort to the division
rear area.

?-4. Ausmentation.

a. Aurmentation of the division military vrolice company




is normally required under the following conditions:

(1) Extended committment of the three combat brigades of
the division.

(?) Extended independent employment of one or more brigade
task forces requirine military nolice surrort.

(3) Tactical situations involving large daily PW capture
rates. i

(4) Situation involving the control and movement of large
numbers of local civilians, refueees, or disvlaced persons.

(5) W¥xtensive emnlovment of the compnanv in supnort of rear
area security or area damaee control operations,

(6) Employment of the division in internal defense and
development operations.

(7) #xtensive civil disturbance operations.

(8) Additional tactical and suprort units are attached
to the division. g

(9) The division is executing river crossine operations.

b. Aurmentation may require nlatoon or company size
units. These units are either attached or nlaced in direct
sunvort of the division. Att-chment is the opreferred method
as this a'lows the division nrovost marshal maximum operational

control.




CHAFPTER 3

TACTICAL DOCTRINE FOR THE KURCPEAN SENAKIO

3-1. General.

a. The basic concents of US Army doctrine for combat
operations in the main battle area are set forth in FM 100-5,
Overations. These concepts are the foundation for what s
published in other manuals and taught in service schools.

They also cuide trainine and combat developments. FM 71-100
currently in draft form, provides the eguidance on how the
division will conduct combat overations within these concents.,

b. The drivine thrust for the develonment of new doctrine
for combat operations is derived from two sources. The first
is the realization acaunired from the 1973 Mid-Kast War that
modern wearons have substantially altered the conduct of warfare.
The second source is the'hnnlysis of the increased threat vrosed
in Europe by the modernizatiormr and exnansion of Soviet military
forces.

c. The rrimarv objective of the new doctrine is to win
the air-land battle realizine that US forces are facing Soviet
and Warsaw Pact forces that are at least as effective and in
ereater number, The lethality of modern weanons svstems can
rroduce such laree losses in a shart neriod of time that the
outcome of anv conflict between the US Forcea and the Warsaw
Pact could be decided by the reaults of the first battle. The

US Armv therefore muet prepare to win the firat battle.

.___u___._..__.__.___-hd
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3-2. Offence.

a. The conduct of offensive operations in kurope by
US Forces will be guided by six basic concepts:

(1) See the battlefield.

(?) Concentrate overwhelmine combat vnower.

(3) Supnpress enemy defensive fires.

(4) Shock, overwhelm, and destrov the enemyv.

(5) Attack deep into the enemv rear to destroy his
system of defense.

(6) Provide continuous mobile supnort.

b. Since US Forces are already devloved in a defensive
posture, offensive operations would likely not be initiated
until the enemy shifted from the offense to the defense. In
this situation the US division would be conductine a deliberate
attack renauirineg a major effort to develon the combat power
necessary Lo overcome strons enemy resistance. To develop
this power, the division commander uses all sources of information
about the enemyv, terrain, and weather to see the battle clearly.
He focuses on enemy weak points and vulnerabilities seeking
wavs to exnloit them to the attackers advantage.

c. The division commander decides where to concentrate
for the attack and selects deep objiectives., He allocates
sufficient forces tn the attack so that briegade commanders
are able to concentrate and multiply combat nower at the point
of concentration to achieve a relative combat powrr ratio of
6 to 1 or more. To do this it will be necessary to accent

prudent ricks and erconomize in other areas,




.de In the past, deliberate attacks habitually included

a main and a holding attack. However, in a kuropean setting,
it is unlikely that divisions will have sufficient power to
conduct both. Attacks will probably include the conduction
of a limited objective or deception operation to accomnlish
the purnoses of the holding attack. These operations will
probably be no lareger than'one or two battalion task forces
in size.

e. The att=ck is conducted with overwhelming violence,
speed and surorise to shock the enemy. Sunpressive fires from
all weaobons systems are broueght to bear on the enemy forces
to isolate that vortion of the battlefield at the voint of
concentration. Brieades will either attack in columns or two
abreast devendine on how wide a penetration is desired and
depth and strength of the enemy defenses. tnemy strong points
are either overrun or byﬁ%ssed to be cantured or destroyed by
follow up units. Reserves and lieshtly committed units are
shifted to maintain the momentum of the attack, reinforce
success, widen roints of penetrations and thwart counterattacks

arainst the leading elements. All information collection sources

bt

are exnloited to provide timelv information as the attack
nproeresses in order to caritalize on succeass and vrrevent surcrise,
Once the breakthroush arpears imminent all available cembat

power is committed to exnloit the sucress(Fisure 3-1) and strike
to seize ohirctives deep in the enemv's rear. Field artillery,

air defence artillery, disoreanized manuever units as well as

- ——
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command and control headaquarters, combat suoport units and combat
service surport units should be destroyed thus decradings the
enemv's combat effectiveness. Deep nenetrations present special
nroblems and ereater coordination for suvrrortine units.

Because of the limited amount of routes available within the
narrow zone of venetration, sSuororting weanons systems will

have to interrate their movement with the attacking units.

The depth of the attack will also require combat service

suoport units to tailor their activities to provide continuous
support and sunplies over extended distances.

f. Exploitation is the follow on phase of a successful
attack and is designed to keep the enemv from reorcanizing
his defenses. During the expnloitation the division advances
on multiple routes with maximum combat power forward maintainine
relentless vressure on the enemy. The division accents prudent
risks, retains a emall reserve and moves raridlv to secure
deep objectives. *

Z. As the enemv becomes demoralized and bersins abandoning
prepared defenses the vursuit can be initiated to envelope and
destroy the enemy. Normallv the conduct of a pursuit requires
more forces than are available to the division. Corps will
either attach units to the division or conduct the operations
using the exnloitine divisions and other manuever forces.

3-3. Defense,.
3+ The conduct of defensive operations in Europe by US

Forces will he onided by five basiec concenta,




(1) Understand the enemy.

| (2) See the battlefield.
(3) Move to concentrate.
(4) Exploit the advantages of the defender.

(5) ¥ieht as a combined arms team.

b. US divisions employed in Europe must defend across
extended frontarges against.significantly superior numbers
during the outset of hostilities with Warsaw Pact forces.

To compensate for this, the divisions will emrloy a new tactical
conceopt called the active defense. The purrose of the active 3
defense is to canitalize on the mobility of the manuever and |
fire support svstems of the division to concentrate sufficient
combat vower at the decisive time and nlace. The defense is
designed to defeat a sunerior force by identifving where the
main attack is to come and then concentratineg favorable force
ratios of at least one to three (defenders to attackers) arcainst
the main thrust. This concentration requires that risks be
accepted in less threatened sectors. The division must maximize

the effectiveness of its weanrons systems and exnloit all the

advantages of the defender.

c. 'The diviaion will conduct the active defense bv

allocating forces for oneration in three area: covering

force area, main battle area, and divition rear area (Ficure 3-2).
The mission and organization nf forres as well as the width

and depth of the areas will devend on the commander's analysis

of the divisior miaainrn, knowledee of the terrain, strength
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and usual tactics emrloyed bv the enemy, and the capabilities
of the division forces,

d. The covering force area extends forward of the edge
of the sector that the division has been acsigned to defend
to where contact is made with the enemy. Units allotted to the
coverineg force must be sufficiently strons to inflict heavy
casualties on the enemy, makine him denloy his forces and
deceiving him about the location of the main battle area.

It may be necessary to dernlov three to four battalion size
task forces with supportineg artillery to achieve the desired
results.,

e. The main battle area is bound by corps desienated

coordinatinn roints that establish the forwarded edge of the

battle area and division desisnated rear boundries of the
forward defendinge bricades. 1t is here that the decisive
battle to be fouecht, nonm@quently the bulk of defending force
is denloyed in this area. 'The~division commander conducts
the active defense in the main battle area by employing three
brigades on line and allocating manuever battalions to the
area where he expects the main attack. The maximum amount of
combat nower is denloved in the forward battle area with only
small reserves retained at battalion, brisade and division.
Instead of retainine laree reaerves, the division commander
will reinforce the threatened area from the flanks or rear
usine uncommitted or lightly committed units. The success of

the active defence will deovend on how faast the division commander

_ J




can determine the enemy's main attack and how quickly he can
concentrate his forces to defeat a penetration of the main
battle area. To insure he has immediate information of the
course of the battle, the division commander will control the
defensive operations from his tactical command vost located in
the rear of the main battlie area.

f. The division renr_.area is located behind the main
battle area. Tt extends from the rear boundries of the
committed brirades to the corps designated division rear boundry.
J.ocated in this area is the division sunnort area where the
Division Surnort Command conducts loeistical supnort to sustain
the defending force. The division main headquarters is located
in this area as are supportine communications centers. Reserve
elements from corps and division mav also be located in this

area.
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CHAPTER 4

MISSIONS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE MILITARY POLICE
IN THE MAIN BATTLE AREA

L.1. General.

The missions and functions of the military nolice in
the main battle area identified in.the new tactical doctrine
are similiar to those statéd for the current doctrine in
Chapter Two. No new missions or functions for the military
nolice were identified to support combat operations in the main
battle area. Functions such as command and control of MP
units, circulation control, route and area reconnaissance,
and security of command post headauarters were identified as
having greater impnortance and renquirineg rcreater amounts of
military prolice res~urces,

4-2, Briende Area.

-
a. Military volice vnlatoons placed in direct supnort of

committed brigades have as their primary mission resvonsibility

for providing resnonsive and effective circulation control of

traffic, stragrelers, and refugees within the brigrade area.

The succea= of military nolice suprort will be measured on how

auickly MP platoons assist in moving manuever battalions

laterally from one brigade area to another to exnloite the

breakthroush during the attack or to thicken the battle area

in the defen-e.

b. To provide the aquick res onse needed, military rolice

nlatoons will have to verform thorough and continuous
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reconnaissance of routes throughout their area. Kenorte of

road conditions, brigade outages, ford sites, defiles and other
restrictions to movement must be nrovided to the brigade

commander and updated on a timely basis to insure that subsequent
movement orders will cet manuever battalions to their destinations
as rapidly as possible. Once the move to concentrate is

directed, military volice units will suvport by establishing
control points to expedite movement, enforcing road movement
npriorities, and escorting manuever battalions to their blocking
positions.

c. Military police platoons will also perform convov
escort, route security, law enforcement, and prisoner of war
operations. The vlatoons will provide assistance to host
country law enforcement acencies during joint operations within
the brigade arca.

4.3, Division Kear Area..

a. Military police activities in the division rear area
will be primarily concerned with these five functions:

(1) Providing provost marshal staff operations.

(2) Providing security for command nrosts.

(3) Providine circulation control of vehicles, stragglers
and refugees.

() TProvidine convov escort and securitv.

(5) Conducting nrisoner of war onerations.

b. Frovoat marehal <taff operatinong in the new doctrine

have been r.lorcated from the division main command pnost to the
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DTSCOM headquarters as nart of the efforts to reduce the sigze
of the division main CP. The function performed by the nrovost
marshal section remain unchanged.

c. Security of the division tactical onerations center
(DTOC) located at the division main command nost will renuire
one MP nlatoon. This platoon will also control circulation
within the division main CP and will operate the temvorary
detention facilitv for US military prisoners.

d. Security of the division tactical command vpost (TACCP)
as discussed in draft ¥M 71-100 is provided by a rifle platoon
from the division reserve. The utilization of a rifle platoon
for this function is not considered anvropriate in so much as
it depletes the combat nower available with which to engage
the enemy. Since the security of command post headquarters
is one of the missions of the militarv police, the assignment
of one MP nlatoon equived with armored cars on a vpermanent
basis would provide adequate sSecurity without reducine the
division combat nower.

i e, Circulation control of vehicles and personnel within
the division suprort area reaquires one MP pnlatoon. ''his platoon
eatablishes contrel nrints, rrovides convoy security, and enforces
discinline, orders and directives. The platoon also orerates
the PW conllectine point in the DSA for Ml interrocation of
selected PW's.,

fo The division main prisoner of war collecting point

will require none MP nlatoon to secure and rrocess enemy prisoners

|
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j of war. This platoon is also resronsible for evacuatine PW
i from the brigade collectine points to the division collecting

noints.




CHAPTER S

ANALYSIS OF MILITARY POLICiE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE
MAIN BATTLE AREA

5-1. Military Police Surnort Reauirements.

a. From an analysis of the current military rolice
doctrine for support of the divisien in the main battle area
and the newly developing t;ctical doctrine for the main battle
area in the European Senerio, certain chanees in the military
police suvpport requirements can be derived. These changes are:

(1) Current military rolice doctrine is designed to support
employment of two committed brigades with the third brieade
retained in reserve, The military nolice nlatoon that would
supnort the third bricade when committed is used to perform
general surnort to the division rear area. The new tactical

doctrine, however, envisigns the habitual committment of all

it st ol int

three brigades in order to bring as much combat nower as rossible
on the enemv. This committment will require three military
police platoons on a full time basis (Fiegure 5-1).

(?) The new tactical concept of retsining only small
division re=erves and utilizine the uncommitted or lightly
committed battalions in the brieade area to thicken the battle-
field noses challenses of swift and resnoncive supnort to the
military pnolice., ‘The coordination of hirchwav movement and
traffic control to move hattalions laterally across the battle
area between brigndes while also moving reserve and combat

aupnort units will reaguire oftertive contralize command and

——————————l




LI ) o 00 L A4

MP X MP | X MP | 4
e ,

:

\ TAC

LA

— T Ty
\\\\
/ XX N
ﬁ“ b
W ATN \ X
DISCOM
R [
MP
- o~ 5
- L
X X ——— e .

Chaneges in MP Support Requirements

Figure 5-1




control of the military prolice platoons in the forward portion
of the main battle area.

(3) The continuous employment of a division tactical
command post in the area where the critical fieghting is to
take place is a departure from nast orocedures and represents
new security requirements for the militarv police. Although
this mission has been initially assiened to a rifle platoon
from the division reserves, the security of division command
post is a mission that is doctrinally assiened to the military
rolice. The utilization of a rifle nlatoon for a security
miaesion is a rreat wa~te of its combat notential and represents
a reduction of combat power available to the division. A
military police platoon specifically conficured for the security
requirements of the DTAC wnuld be able to accomnlish the mission
in a more efficient and economical marner (Ficure 5-1).

(4) The new tactical doctrine has also altered the size
of the division main command rest. The drive to make the command
post small for survivability has moved many functions normally
performed at the main CP to the division sunvort command head-
nuarters in the division sunport area. The provost marshal
office and the military nolice companv headnuarters were two
of the units relncated to the DISCOM, I'his antion adversely
affects the militarv nolice because the nrovost marshal is no
longer near the (-3 and G=4 with whom he muet crordinate the
militarv police combat surnort mission and the MP company

headauarters ic now ton far to the rear to effectively command

- _3=2
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and control the platoons in the brigade area (Figure 5-1).
5-2. Briegade Area.

a. Military police units in the brieade area should
be oreanized to verform these functions in order of priority:

(1) Route and area reconnaissance.

(?) Circulation control vehicles, individuals, and refugees,

(3) Straseler collection and.dispOﬁition.

(#) Route security and convoy escort.

(5) Enforcement of discinline, law and order.

b. Military police platoons are currently organized
with three snuads of nine men each equipped with three one-quarter
ton trucks with radios. EKach saquad i< capable of providing three
motorized natrols for a total of nine ner platoon in the
brigade area. The vplatoon may also emplov these patrols in
static nositicns at critical road junctions, bridees or defiles.
Al thoush this orsanization is considered suitable for mission
requirements of the new tactical doctrine, a better conficuration
would be to trade off one one-quarter ton truck per squad for
three motor bikes. This would increase the route reconnaissance
capability of the platoon from nine vehicles to fifteen and
would allow ereater flexibility and quicker resvonse to fast
moving tactical situations.
5-3. Division Rear Area.

a. Military police organizations in the division rear
area should be oreranized to verform thece functionss

(1) Tactical security of the divicion tactical command post.




(?) Security of the division main command post.

(3) Operation of the division central prisoner of
war collectine point.

(4) General support to the division rear area.

(5) Centralized command and control of military police
resources within the division area.

b. Tactical security of the division TAC CP will require
one MP platoon with armored cars. The platoon should be highly
mobile and eaquipped with wearons systems capable of overcoming
threats in the rear area. A vlatoon consisting of two sauads
with one armored car and ten men each and one squad with three
one-quarter ton trucks with machine esuns and ten men would
adequately meet this requirement.

c. Security for the division main command rost will be
accomplished in much the same manner as is presently beine done.
One MP platoon organized into three squads of nine men each and
equipped with one three-quarter ton truck per saquad. This platoon
will secure the DTOC and the division all source intellicence
center using static and walkine security posts. The nlatoon
will also provide limited security durine movement of the division
main CP.

de The divicion central onrisoner of war collectine ponint
located near the division surnort area will require one platoon
organized similiar to the nlatoon providine security for the
division main CP. The three zquads, cach with nine men and one

three-quarter ton truck, will operate the divieion collectine




point and evacuate PW's from the brigade area.
e. Military police support for the division rear area
requires one MP platoon for general supnort. This platoon

will verform convoy escort and route security on the main

supply routes. The nlatoon will also nerform circulation control

of vehicles, individuals and refugees and enforcement of discipline,

law, and order. The pnlatoon can best verform its mission
oreganized with twn armored ~~r saquads consistine of ten men
with one armored car each and one squad of ten men and three
one-aquarter ton trucks. This platoon is similiar in oreganization
to the vlatoon providineg security to the division TAC command
post,

fo. Criminal investigation suprort to the division will
be provided by the criminal investigation unit in suprort
of the corns force. A total of four criminal investiesators
with supnortine ndministr;tive assistants and interpreters/
translators is reaguired to snﬁrort the division.

£, The total reaquirements for military volice suprort
within the division area normally exceeds two company size
units. To control the onerations of these units, the division
provost marshal needs a staff which has the capability of
performing operations similiar to that of a battalion head-
quarters. 'The functions of the military police are performed
much the same as other combat support activities which have the
battalion commander dual hatted as a special staff officer

on the division staff. This arranrement could be utilized for
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the military rolice when two or more MP companies are emnrloyed

in the division area. A small bifunctional staff could adequately
plan, direct and control military nolice opnerations as well

as provide the necessary staff functions for administrative and
lorsistical suvrrort. Such an arranfement would provide clear
responsive channels of command and control for military wnolice
units in the division area.

5-4, Alternative Concents.

a. Ceneral. Analvsis of the requirements for military
npolice suprort in the main battle area under the new tactical
doctrine has identified a need for seven different military
police platoons., Three nlatoons are reaquired in the forward
area of the three committed brigcades and four nlatoons are
required in the division rear area. Currently the division
military relice company prnvides only five platoons to meet
the division regnirements. To satisfy the requirements of
the division, three nltvrnn(i;ﬁ concepts have been developed.

Concent A - Retain the MP company in its present con-
fiscuration relyines on aursmentation from corps to satisfy total
division requirement=s for MP supnort.

Concept K - Kxpand the present division MP companv to the
reaquired seven M platecona,

Concent C - Reorsanize the military nelice resources
into a battalion with two companies, a DS company in the forward
brigade area and GS companv in the diviaion rear area.

b. Concept A. Under thias concent the division military




police company would remain as presently organized under
TOE 19-27. Since the company cannot accomnlish al) the
missions required in the division area, corps would provide
one military nolice companv in direct support to auement the
division. Overational control over all MP units would be exercised
by the division provost marshral (Figure 5-2).
(1) Advantares.

(a) Eieht military volice nlatoons totaling 367
men would be available to meet division requirements.

(b) No chances would be required in the division
military vnolice company.

(c) The corps MP company would have sufficient
organic armored cars to meet division reaquirements.

(d) No increase in total division strenegth is
required.

(2) Disadvantages.

(a) Ausmentation by corns would be permanent in
order to meet division requirements.

(b) Platoons from both the division and corps MP
company would be intermineled in the division area.

(c¢) The division MP companv commander could not L.
adequatelv exerciase command and contronl of both the nlatoons
in the forw: »rd and rear area while he is located in the
division support area. : :

(d) The provost marshal lacks adeauate staff
organization to exercise effective operationsl control from

the DISCOM.




R S R S S e PR S TN e S

P
ceo e e ) ;
] X MP X MP i
- X b X X
X
l[\AC
MP
/, -8 Rt EEre \\\
Ve T
o KX
/ MATN

= 7 DT SCOM 3
1 i e v @

s MP

1
MP
) MP Corps
MP Porps (=) . <
PW én] 1
\._ ’/"/
X X —

CONCEPT A

Fimire 5«2




(e) Platoons are not pronerly structured to meet
the functional requiremen's of the missions they will be
assiened.

c. Concept B. Under this conceot the division MP
company will be reorganized and expanded to add two additional
platoons to meet the exmected division requirements. The total
strength of the company would be aprroximately 250 men (Fiegure 5-3).

(1) Advantases.

(a) Meets minimum division requirements without
full time aurmentation from corps.

(b) Provides nlatoons of the types and quantity
needed by the division.

(¢) Tncreases the MP combsat suprort to the division
within the company size oreanization.

(?) Di-madvantares.

(a) E“nlarces the MP company beyond the abilities

of one company
I'J_'v!‘-'i'p‘ (h)
control by the
g (c)
Bw the company

time consuminge.

(d)

commander to cammand and control.

Does not provide for adequate operational
provost marshal.

Administrative, supply, and maintenance support

headauarters would be extremely difficult and

nies not nrovide for adequate command and control

of platoons emnloyved in the forward bricade area.

de Concept ¢y Under thias concent division military

police reenurcea are reorcanized into a militarvy volice battalion
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with one DS company consisting of three platoons and one GS
company with four nlatoons (Fieure 5-4). The battalion com-
mander will be dual hatted as the division orovost marshal.
Total streneth of the battalion would be aoproximately 291
men (Fisure 5-5).

(1) Advantaces.

(a) Provides sufficient-mi1it2ry rolice platoons
to meet division requirements without auegmentation.

(b) Provides adequate command and control resources
to the orovost marshal for directine military volice overations
in the main battle area.

(c) Provides centralized command and control of MP
platoons in the briegade area.

(d) Provides centralized command and control of MP
platoons in the division rear area.

(e) Provides MP companies with oreanic mess facilities.

(f) Provides all MP units with resvonsive and dedicated
administrative and supnply supvort at battalion level.

(2) Disadvantare. Increases the size of the division by
apnroximately 100 men.
§-5. Selectinn of alternative. After consideration of the
advantarea and disadvantaces of the three alternative concents,
Concept C was chosen as the best solution for the followine
reasonst

a. Provides svecificallv tailored MP nlatoons to mcet

division reaqauirementa,
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b. Provides for centralized control of MP platoons in

the forward briende area and in the division rear area.

c. Provides battalion level administrative and supply
support to military rolice vnits in the division.

d. Providea 3 more recronsive means for the provost

marshal to exercise control over division militarv police

resources and still perform necessary division staff functions.




CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSTONS

6-1. That under the new tactical doctrine military police
requirements in support of the division are greater than under
the current doctrine.

6~2. That military police-units can greatly assist the division
commander in concentratine his combat vower at the time and
place of decision.

6~3. That military police platoons in the brigade area should
be organized into a DS company and those in the division rear
area into a G5 company. This will provide ereater control,
coordination, and utilization of MP resources.

f-4, That military police nlatoons in the brigade area should
be orcanized with motorbikes and one-quarter ton trucks to
better pertform CirCu]ﬂtiﬂh control and route and area
reconnaissance missions. ¥

6~5. That two platoons in the GS company should be organized
with armored cars for security of the division TAC CP and for
convoy escort and route security in the division rear area.
6-h., That the provost marshal office should be formed into a
battalion headauarters to vrovide command and control of
military rolice units as well as staff administrative and
supply subnort. ‘The battalion commander would also perform

the duties of diviaion provost marshal.




CHAPTER 7

RECOMMENDATIONS

That current doctrine for the organization and emnloyment of
military rolice in the main battle area be changed tos

a. Provide for a militarv police battalion oreganized
with one DS and one (S company.

b. Provide for the DS company to be oreanized with three
platoons of three squads ~cach., Each squad will have ten men
and be equirned with three motorbikes and two one-quarter ton
trucks. One platoon will support each of the division's
brigades.

c. Ftrovide for the S company to have two armored car
rlatoons of three sauads esch. Two squads will be organized
with ten men and one armored car and one sauad with ten men and
three one-quarter ton trucks. One platoon will provide security
for the division TAC CP, the other will provide area support
to the division rear area. Two additional nrlatoons will have
three squads of nine men each and one three-quarter ton truck.
These platoons will secure the division main CP and operate
the PW collectins point.

de trovide for a battalion headaquarters and headquarters
detachment tn command and control military police activities
within the division and function as the orovost marshal office

for the divicion.







