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ABSTRACT

:>§'rhe Gulf Stream System contains a clockwise rotating
set of bottom currents which influence the sea bed in the
northern North American Basin. It is possible to inter-
pret the present-day and historical record of current
activity in this basin in terms of the deep flow of the
Gulf Stream. This interpretation provides a much mor
satisfactory and consistent explanation of the geologic
record than previous interpretations based strictly on
the influence of the classic abyssal circulation. «

The present-day circulation of the Gulf Stream
actively resuspends large quantities of sediment on
and near the northern Bermuda Rise and it is suggested
that this resuspension may be due to the eddy field
which is embedded in the westward flowing return flow.
During the late Cenozoic the Gulf Stream System was
responsible for depositing and shaping the major acoustic/
sedimentological units on the relatively smooth surface
of the Horizon A complex. Fine grained, montmorillionite-
rich sediments derived from the chemically weathered
saprolites of the Hudson and St. Lawrence drainage
basins were injected into the deep ocean basins by tur-
bidity currents during the late Paleogene and the Neogene.
Fine-grained turbidites from the St. Lawrence spread
southward down the Southeastern Sohm Abyssal Plain across
the eastward-flowing Gulf Stream and its westward flowing
return flows. Portions of these fine-grained sediments




were entrained by the main and return flows and deposited
downstream as acoustically non~laminated accumulations on |
the Corner and Bermuda Rises respectively. The Hudson |
River input was injected into the deep basin through the
Hudson Canyon System. The interaction of these fine- | 3
grained turbidites with the southward flowing Western i
Boundary Undercurrent and the northward flowing deep flow
of the Gulf Stream System led to the formation of a pair
of outer ridge deposits; respectively the Hudson and Gulf
Stream Outer Ridges, here defined for the first time.
During the late Neogene or early Pleistocene the Gulf
Stream Outer Ridge was partially eroded by the Gulf Stream
; System and portions subsequently covered by coarse-grained 1
Pleistocene turbidites. The Hudson Outer Ridge dammed a
similar series of turbidites behind its landward flank.
The coarse-grained illite-rich turbidites that flowed across
the southeastern Sohm Abyssal Plain also crossed the main
and return flows of the Gulf Stream System. The finer
portions of these sediments were entrained and deposited as
Pleistocene acoustically laminated sediments on the plateaus
of the Bermuda and Corner Rises.

Thesis Supervisor: Dr. Charles D. Hollister

Title: Associate Scientist
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In the past fifteen years since the beginning of
the first serious study of erosion, transportation, and
deposition of deep~sea sediments by bottom currents
(Heezen and Hollister, 1963, 1964 a and b), much effort
has been devoted to exploring the effects of these cir-
culations. This work has concentrated on those circu-
lations driven by the cooling, sinking, and equatorward
spread of polar water masses, thermohaline flow. 1In
studying the abyssal circulations themselves, measurements
have been made of the velocity field of the currents
(Zimmerman, 1971; Hollister et al., 1974; Betzer et al.,
1974; and Tucholke et al., 1973); the temperature-
salinity structure of the water column, from which geo-
strophic transport can be calculated (Tucholke et al.,
1973); and the distribution of suspended matter (Biscaye
and Eittreim, 1976). Patterns of current activity have
been inferred from bottom photographs (Hollister and
Heezen, 1963; Heezen and Hollister, 1971; and Tucholke
et al., 1973). Sedimentary bedforms associated with
current flow have been studied using echo-sounding profiles

(Hollister, 1976; Fox et al., 1968; Rona, 1969; Hollister
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and Heezen, 1972; Hollister et al., 1974) and the dis-
tribution of echo-character has been used to infer

current activity on a regional basis. The petrography

of deep-sea sediments has been studied to establish the
characteristic features of sediments deposited by these
currents (Hollister, 1967; Hollister and Heezen, 1972,
Klasik and Pilkey, 1975). The shape, lithologic character,
and distribution of sedimentary bodies has been studied
using seismic profiles and in many cases cores from the
Deep~Sea Drilling Project (DSDP) to determine both regional
patterns of current activity and the history of this
activity (Jones et al., 1970; Ewing and Hollister, 1972;
Kennett et al., 1974; Berggren and Hollister, 1974; and
Berggren and Hollister, 1977).

Because the strongest currents associated with thermo-
haline flow are expected along the western boundaries of
the ocean basins (Wust, 1936, 1958; Stommel and Arons, 1960),
research on all aspects of the influence of thermohaline
currents has concentrated on these margins (Berggren and
Hollister, 1977). Only a small amount of research has
been devoted to studying current evidence in the center
of ocean basins. Ewing et al. (1971) have argued on
the basis of seismic profiles, the distribution of sus-
pended matter, bottom photographs, and limited current
meter measurements that an active current system involving

Antaractic Bottom Water exists in the Argentine Basin.
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On the Bermuda Rise Ewing et al. (1973) have pointed
out anomalously thick distributions of sediments and
speculated that deposition occurred from bottom currents.
Fox et al. (1967) and Taylor et al. (1975) have argued
that accumulations of sediments on the flanks of seamounts
might also be due to current deposition. Silva et al.
(1976) have pointed out an extensive accumulation of
bottom current deposits on the northern Bermuda Rise,
about 1000 km from the continental margin.

It was primarily through my work in the Silva et al.
(1976) paper and the difficulty I encountered in accounting
for thick bottom current deposits on the northern Bermuda
Rise in terms of the classic abyssal circulation that led
to a search for alternative models. The subsequent publi-
cation by Worthington (1976) of a model of the Gulf Stream
System which included significant transport at abyssal
depths over the areas of interest led to this study of the
geologic influence of the Gulf Stream System.

In order to study both the present-day and the past
effects of thé Gulf Stream System on the sediments of the
northern North American Basin, this paper will summarize
evidence for present-day bottom current activity in
the area. These patterns will then be related to the
flow of the Gulf Stream System as interpreted by
Worthington (1976) in order to demonstrate the degree of
influence that the Gulf Stream System may have on deep-sea

sedimentary processes within the basin.
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The present-day activity of the Gulf Stream System
will be described through a summary of published liter-
ature on the deep transport of the Gulf Stream System,
current meter observations, the distribution of suspended
matter, bottom photographs, and surficial sediment
character. The historical aspects of Gulf Stream System
activity will be interpreted through a description of
the major post-Horizon A sedimentary bodies beneath and
adjacent to the Gulf Stream System. This work will be
based on an interpretation of all existing Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution and Lamont-Doherty Geological
Observatory seismic profiles and an interpretation and
summary of selected Giant Piston Cores and DSDP cores

in the area.
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CHAPTER II
CIRCULATION PATTERNS AND THE MODERN EFFECTS
OF THE GULF STREAM SYSTEM
A. Introduction
This section will discuss the modern circulation
pattern of the Gulf Stream System based on calculations
of transport and current velocity observations. Evidence
of currents from bottom photographs will be introduced in
support of this model. The distributions of both suspended
and surficial sediments will then be used to briefly dis-
cuss modern sedimentary processes beneath the Gulf Stream

System.

B. The Gulf Stream System

Using hydrographic data and Swallow float trajectories
Worthington (1976) outlined a pattern of deep circulation
beneath the main thermocline (4°) in the North Atlantic.
The three most significant features are the flow of the
Western Boundary Undercurrent along the western margin of
North America and the two clockwise rotating gyres, the
Gulf Stream System and the Northern Gyre (Fig. 1).

The Gulf Stream System is the circulation system of
primary interest because it lies above the northern North

American Basin. Several features of its circulation should

be emphasized. Since it is a gyre it is a closed circulation




Fig. 1 The primary elements of North Atlantic circulation below
490 according to Worthington(1976). Each line represents
5 SV of transport.
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system with continuous recirculation of water masses.
Recirculation of this general nature was also embodied
in the earlier models of the Gulf Stream by Sverdrup

et al. (1942) and Stommel (1966); however, the models
differ markedly in the details of this recirculation.
Sverdrup et al. (1942) ggtlined a model of flow above
the thermocline for the entire North Atlantic. Recircu-
lation involved northward advection of warm water in
primarily the western North Atlantic with subsequent
cooling and then southward return flow in the eastern
North Atlantic. Stommel's (1966) model involved north-
ward advection above the thermocline of warm water into
the Labrador Sea with subsequent cooling and southward
return flow beneath the thermocline as part of the
abyssal circulation.

Worthington's model differs from Sverdrup et al.
(1942) both in the smaller size of the gyre and the
inclusion of horizontal flow beneath the thermocline.
Significant differences from Stommel's (1966) model are
the constraint of the Gulf Stream to the North American
Basin and the inclusion of horizontal return
flow both above and below the thermocline.

Transport below the 2° Theta isotherm in the North
American Basin is shown in Fig. 2 (Worthington, 1976,

Table 5). This potential temperature is found below

-
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Fig. 2 Transport of the Gulf Stream System below 2°0 ( 4000 meters)
and current velocities near 4000 meters. Transport is from
Worthington (1976) Table 5 and current velocities are from
Schmitz (1977) (#sl1-16) and Zimmerman(1971) (#17). Pro-
files 1-5 are the hydrographic profiles used by Worthinton
and the hatchured line A-A' is the northern surficial boundary
of the Gulf Stream according to Fuglister and Worthington
(1951).
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about 4000 meters (Fuglister, 1960) and is primarily
composed of North Atlantic Deep Water which overlies a
lesser amount of Antarctic Bottom Water below 4800
meters (Worthington and Wright, 1970).

The main features of this transport model are an
eastward flowing Gulf Stream and a westward return flow.
The Gulf Stream transports water to the eastward
primarily above the Sohm Abyssal Plain until just east
of 45°W where it turns to the west (Fig. 2). Here the
return flow transports water to the westward over the
Corner Rise, Southeastern Sohm Abyssal Plain, and the
northern Bermuda Rise to about 70°W where it turns to
the north and flows over the contact between the northern
Bermuda Rise and the Hatteras and the Southwestern Sohm
Abyssal Plains. Near 37°N the flow turns to the east
where it again becomes the main flow.

It should be cautioned that Worthington's model of
gyral flow shows first-order transport only. It does
not purport to show the details of the bottom current
flow driven by this transport, especially where this
flow may encounter a topographically rough seafloor.
Therefore the gyre shown schematically in Fig. 2 does not
specify the boundaries within which the bottom currents
associated with the Gulf Stream System can flow.

The northern boundary of the gyre has been determined

primarily by its position in the hydrographic sections
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(Fig. 2) used to estimate its transport. Between

sections 2 and 3, the primary control are temperature
profiles which show the boundary between Slope Water and
Sargasso Sea Water above the thermocline (Fuglister and
Worthington, 1951). The position of the boundary between
section 2 and about 60°W°is well determined because of

the density of sea surface temperature profiles (Fuglister
and Worthington, 1951). East of this point, however, only
a single profile exists (A-A1 in Fig. 2). This profile
was ignored and the boundary was drawn as a straight line
to section 3. Examination of the position of the 10° iso-
therm in the region from Gulf Stream 60 (Fuglister, 1963,
Fig. 4) suggests that the boundary may be moved to the
south to coincide with the profile A-Al. This relocation

is particularly important because it helps to reconcile

seemingly contradictory current measurements that will be
presented in the section that follows on current velocities.

Worthington located the southern boundary of the gyre

by reference to the temperature, salinity, and silicate

characteristics of the water masses involved rather than by
calculation of transport from hydrographic sections. Above ;
2200 meters the position of the warm, salty tongue of Medi- é
terranean overflow water constrains the gyre to lie north
of about 30°N. Below the level of Mediterranean water the
gyre is constrained north of about 32°N by a distinct

boundary in dissolved silicate (Metcalf, 1969).
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In order to gain a better idea of the boundaries of
the Gulf Stream System and to begin assessing the prob-

ability of this system being geologically important,

measurements of abyssal currents must be made. The next
section summarizes deep current measurements within

the adjacent to the Gulf Stream System.

C. Measurements of Current Velocity

Schmitz (1977) has found support for the existence
of the Gulf Stream Gyre in long-term current meter obser-
vations. He reported the average for velocities for nine
month records from fifteen separate current meters set
at 4000 meters or deeper within the northern North American
{ Basin (Fig. 2). If the northern boundary of the main flow
can be moved several degrees further to the south east of
about 60°W as was argued in the previous sections, then
the average speeds (V10 cm/sec.) at sites 4-8 support a

main flow (sites 4 and 5) and return flow (sites 6-8) at

; 4000 meters near 55°W. This shift moves the northern deep
[ boundary of the Gulf Stream south of sites 2 and 3 and
places it in the region of eastward flowing currents at
sites 4 and 5. The significance of the strong currents

; flowing westward above the abyssal plain at sites 2 and 3
f is not entirely clear, although it is possible that this
is the part of an equatorward flowing abyssal circulation
in which the Western Boundary Undercurrent is embedded

(Hollister and Heezen, 1972).
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Further evidence for a strong return flow is found
in the average velocities for sites 10 and 11 (about
7 cm/sec.) and in the short-term measurements of 9 cm/sec.
average velocity to the NE (7 days) by Zimmerman (1971)
near 37°41'N and 65°16'W where the Gulf Stream is about
to flow through the New England Seamounts.

The low (<2 cm/sec.) average velocities at sites 8
and 9, and 12-16 provide a general idea of the southern
and western boundaries of the strong current flow within
the return flow. The averages at sites 8 and 9 firmly
constrain the return flow north of about 35°N over the
central portion of the Sohm Abyssal Plain. The high
average velocity at site 11 and the low average velocity
at site 12 constrains the return flow on the northern
Bermuda Rise to flow north of between 31° and 34°N. The
low velocities at sites 4-7 all suggest that the main and
return flows do not extend west of 70°W.

Schmitz (1976) has used current meter evidence to
point out several other important and interesting features
of the deep flow of the Gulf Stream. Large scale eddies
are present within the deep flow and are not found in the
regions immediately adjacent to the north. Kinetic energy
is distributed in roughly equal proportions between the
mean and eddy flows (Schmitz, 1976). Later sections

will discuss both the possible modern and long-term




geologic effects of both the mean flow and the ener-
getically similar eddy flow; however, it is appropriate
now to mention the relation of the eddy flow to the
overall mean flow. Holland and Linn (1975 a and b)
suggests in numerical experiments with a two layer wind
driven ocean that the deep mean circulation is driven
solely by the eddies and that if the eddies were not
present the steady circulation itself would not occur.
This may imply that if geologic evidence of mean flow
activity can be found this mean flow must have been
accompanied by an eddy flow.

Worthington (1976) shows that no strong density
gradients exist below 4000 meters. In the absence of
these gradients it is expected that the current speeds
measured at 4000 meters will extend to greater depths
to the top of the layer of logarithmic velocity decrease,
about 1 meter above the sea floor (Wimbush, 1976). This
is particularly important because in later sections it
will allow a rough estimate to be made of the capacity
for currents of these speeds to erode, transport, and

deposit the local sea floor sediments.

D. Distribution of suspended matter
The horizontal and vertical distribution of suspended
matter can give information about the vigor of current

systems near the sea floor. Vertical profiles of suspended




27

matter typically show a region of relatively higher values
which begin several hundred meters above the sea floor.
The exact thickness of this layer, called the nepheloid
layer, varies from place to place on the sea floor and
with time at any one location ( Biscaye and Eittreim,
1974). The suspended matter in this layer is typically
fine silt to clay range and it is believed to be the
result of resuspension of sea floor sediments by turbu-
lence within the Benthic Boundary Layer.

Biscaye and Eittreim (1976) estimated the net amount
of material suspended in the nepheloid layer (ug/cmz)
and published a distribution map for the Atlantic Ocean.
Several features of this distribution in the North American
Basin give insight into abyssal process within and adjacent
to the Gulf Stream Gyre (Fig. 3). The shape of the dis-
tribution bears a strong geometric resemblance to that
of the gyre itself. This resemblance suggests some form
of interrelationship between the two phenomena. This
resemblance may be due to active erosion and transport
of sea floor sediments by the bottom currents of the
Gulf Stream. It is difficult to say more about this
process due to the sparseness of nephelometer profiles
within the gyre. It is very important to note, however,
that the maximum values of net suspended matter in the

entire North American Basin exist below the southern
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Total suspended mass (excess mass above "clear"
water values) in the nepheloid layer modified
after Biscaye and Eittreim (1976). Note the
maximum values are found on the northern Bermuda
Rise beneath the return flow of the Gulf Stream
System. A point has been added from Gagosian

et al. (1976) and from unpublished results kindly
supplied by Derek Spencer of the Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution.
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portions of the return flow. This maximum, which is
defined by values on the Sohm Abyssal Plain and the
Bermuda Rise, is a clear indicator to the presence and
geologic effectiveness of the return flow. The low
sample distribution within the main flow precludes
drawing similar conclusions.

A third important feature of this distribution is
the manner in which the values rapidly decrease from
their maximum near the return flow to normal, low, open
ocean values further to the south and to the east. This
boundary suggests that most of the geologically active
bottom currents on the Bermuda Rise are confined to
latitudes north of Bermuda (+v32°N). It is likely that
these currents are associated with the Gulf Stream System.
No similar boundary can be found in the nephelometer data
on the northern boundaries of the gyre. This is to be
expected, because the westward flow north of the Gulf
Stream flowing in proximity to the Gulf Stream will be
responsible for its own resuspension and transportation.
The sparse sample distribution is not adequate to dis-
tinguish between the effects of the two current systems
in these areas.

The distribution of suspended matter suggests that
the Gulf Stream System is actively resuspending sediments

within the North American Basin. Such active resuspension

e
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could be accompanied by the formation of flow~related sedi-
mentary bedforms which could be recorded in bottom photographs.
E. Bottom Photographs

Hollister (1967) reports very murky conditions above the
southeastern Sohm Abyssal Plain in the region of the flow.
Fox et al. (unpublished manuscript) report on a series of
oriented bottom photographs taken on the slopes of the Eastward
Escarpment near 32°N. These photographs were taken on the
southward facing slope of a re-entrant into the Bermuda Rise
and on the northward facing slope of the same re-entrant
immediately to the south. They saw evidence of eastward
flowing currents on the northern slope and westward flowing
currents on the southern slope. They interpreted these results
as indicating the clockwise flow of Antarctic Bottom Water
around the Bermuda Rise with Antarctic Bottom Water coming
from the north, entering the re-entrant, and exiting at the
south., While Antarctic Bottom Water is no doubt the water
mass in motion at these depths it is probable that the portions
of return flow impinging upon the Bermuda Rise drive contour
following currents to the south. Photographs on top of the
Rise showed evidence of westward flowing current, probably
part of the return flow.

Although it is impossible to make quantitative estimates
of flow velocity from bed forms observed in bottom photo-

graphs, it is possible to make qualitative distinctions
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as to the presence or absence of currents and vigorous
versus tranquil flow conditions (Hollister and Heezen,
1972). Oriented photographs can give information as to
flow direction. Tucholke et al. (1973) summarized all
bottom photographs taken on the western half (to 60°W) of
the North American Basin. One photograph was taken beneath
the Gulf Stream System, about 60 km to the southeast
(37°N, 65°W) of Zimmerman's current meter observation.
It shows northeastward flow in keeping with the current
vector reported by Zimmerman., Taylor et al. (1975)
summarized a series of bottom photographs on the flanks
and at the base of Gillis Seamount (35°15'N, 58°15'W) and
suggested that northeast or southwest and southward flowing
currents were observed below 2000 meters. Photographs
above the abyssal plains were very murky suggesting
significant suspended material.

Current velocity data plus evidence from bottom
photographs suggest that the Gulf Stream System flows as
a clockwise rotating system of abyssal currents in the
northern North American Basin. Evidence from bottom
photographs and the distribution of suspended matter
suggests that this system is currently geologically active.
It is important to examine the surficial sediments within
this region to determine whether the sediment types and

distribution are consistent with this interpretation.
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F. Surficial Sediments

The texture, mineralogy, and lithology of surface
sediments can provide information concerning modern
sedimentary processes, such as whether it is plausible
for a given current system to erode, transport, or
deposit a given sediment type.

Horn et al. (1971) have investigated the grain size
distribution in surficial sediments in the North American
Basin and have found only fine-grained clays and silty
clays on the Bermuda and Corner Rises. Much coarser
(turbidite) sands and silts are found on the surrounding
Hatteras and Sohm Abyssal Plains. Mineralogically the
fine fraction of all these sediments is dominated by illite

(Biscaye, 1965; Lisitzin, 1972). The percentage of calcium

carbonate ranges between 10-50% within the central North
American Basin with values below 4000 meters on the
Northern Bermuda Rise ranging between 25-50% (Biscaye
et al. 1976).

The dominance of illite in the fine-fraction suggests
a terrigenous source in eastern North America and the
high carbonate percentages suggests that erosion has not
recently been a significant factor at this site, as sig-
nificant erosion (1-2 meters) would have exposed the lower
carbonate sediments (Silva et al. 1976) of the last glacial

episode that accumulated at these depths.
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These sediment parameters could indicate deposition
on the Bermuda Rise and the Corner Rise from either bottom
currents or by pelagic processes, but in and of themselves
they cannot distinguish between the two. Silva (1976)
presented Cl4 date based sedimentation rates from a single
Giant Piston Core (GPC-5) taken in these fine grained
lutites on the Bermuda Rise. Very high, carbonate-free
sedimentation rates (170 cm/1000 years) were recorded for
the last 210 years. These rates are much higher than
those associated with the pelagic accumulation of fine-
grained, terrigenious sediments (Lisitzin, 1972). This
observation coupled with the observation by Biscaye (1965)
that authigenic clay minerals are not present suggests

that these sediments are not of pelagic origin.

G. Discussion

The association of the maximum of suspended matter
with the return flow and its associated eddy field suggests
that this anomaly may be due to either or both of these
current fields. Since the eddies typically have velocities
exceeding 40 cm/sec and the mean flow 10 cm/sec it is
interesting to speculate that the eddies are of primary
importance in resuspending sediments and the mean flow is

responsible for redistribution.
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Discussing this speculation in gquantitative terms
is made difficult by the numerous problems in relating
necessarily simplified laboratory experiments on the
erosion of sediments to the very different deep-sea
environment. This is both because experiments have
failed to duplicate such potentially important factors
as in situ strength, cementation, grain orientation,
microtopography, and the influence of biological activity;
because they have used sediments with differing clay
mineralogies, organic carbon contents, and grain size
distributions than the surficial sediments of the Bermuda
Rise.

Lonsdale and Southard (1974) show that North Pacific
red clays with water contents similar to those on the
Bermuda Rise are first eroded in currents between 35-45 cm/
sec. Postma (1967) suggests velocities in excess of
70 cm/sec are necessary to erode estuarine sediments of
similar water content. The Pacific red clays differ from
Bermuda Rise sediments in percentage organic carbon, but
are similar in clay mineral compositions. The Pacific red
clay average from 0.01-0.05% carbon (Hessler and Jumars,
1974) whereas surficial sediments on the northern Bermuda
Rise average about 0.5% carbon (Farrington, personal

communication). Organic carbon in cohesive sediments has
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physico-chemical nature similar to that of clay minerals

(Lamb & Whitman, 1969) and for this reason the higher
organic carbon content in the Bermuda Rise sediments may
indicate a higher critical erosion velocity than might be
indicated by analogy to the red clays. The estuarine
sediments tested by Postma should have an organic carbon
content closer to that of the Bermuda Rise sediments,
although Postma (1967) does not state the organic carbon
content. However, the composition of both the clay and
silt fraction of these sediments differs significantly
from the Bermuda Rise sediments, having less illite and
higher quartz and feldspar. For these reasons it is also
difficult to apply Postma's results directly to the Bermuda
Rise sediments.

Lonsdale and Southard (1974) have shown that the
presence of manganese nodules and presumably other elements
of microtopography lower the critical erosion velocity of
a given sediment type. Bottom photographs show in some
cases a fairly complex bottom with small scale scarps and
ridges, and occasional clay blocks (Fox et al., unpublished
ins). Presumably these features would lower the critical
erosion velocity for any given sediment below that for a

smooth, featureless bed as was indicated by Lonsdale and

Southard.

i
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Lonsdale and Southard (1974) have also suggested
that injection of material into the currents flow by
organisms might be an important factor in entraining
sediments. In this circumstance the term "erosional
velocity" has no meaning and the most important factor is
of course the velocity necessary to keep the sediments in
suspension. They have also suggested that very low levels
of erosion take place at lower current velocities; however,
the frequency and the energy of the eddies probably
minimize the geologic effectiveness of this process.

Because of these problems it is not possible to
determine unequivocably whether the eddy field alone or
the combined eddy field and mean flow are responsible for
the maximum in suspended mass in the Bermuda Rise. It is
probable, however, that given the much higher velocities
observed in the eddy field, that the eddies are the primary
agent for resuspending sediments and the mean flow respon-

sible for the westward redistribution.
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CHAPTER III

POST-HORIZON A SEDIMENTS

A. Introduction

This section will divide the region beneath and
adjacent to the Gulf St;ggm System into acoustic provinces
based on airgun and 3.5 kHz seismic profiles and present
the evidence for the geologic character and age of the
sediments.

Tucholke (1977) has discussed the deep acoustic
stratigraphy of this region up to and including Horizon A
and shown that Horizon A is a relatively smooth reflecting
surface that extends throughout most portions of the North
American Basin and which can be divided into a complex of
four separate, closely spaced reflecting horizons with
differing areal distributions. Three of these reflecting
horizons have been found to be composed of chert, volcanic
sediments and siliceous turbidites deposited during the
early and early middle Eocene. The fourth is a hiatus in
Tertiary sediments that formed along the continental margins
during the late Eocene. Levelling processes dominated the
pre-Horizon A sedimentary regime of the North American
Basin producing the relatively smooth seafloor on which
the Horizon A complex developed (Tucholke, 1977). Post-

Horizon A sedimentary processes appear to have been
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dominantly constructional in nature, building distinct
sedimentary bodies upon the Horizon A complex. It is

these sedimentary bodies that will be discussed in the
following sections.

In order to interpret how the Gulf Stream System
influenced post-Horizon A sedimentary activity in the
North American Basin, five separate sedimentary features
will be described: (1) acoustically laminated
Pleistocene sediments on the eastern margin of the
central to northern Bermuda Rise; (2) acoustically non-
laminated Miocene/Pliocene deposits that comprise the
major portion of an anomalously thick sediment accumu-~
lation on the northern Bermuda Rise; (3) a partially
eroded ridge (the Gulf Stream Outer Ridge) of probable
Miocene/Pliocene age that forms the transition between
the southwest Sohm Abyssal Plain and the northern Bermuda
Rise; (5) a second ridge (the Hudson Outer Ridge of
Miocene/Pliocene age that lies partially buried beneath
portions of the lower continental rise south of the
Hudson Fan; and (6) turbidites beneath the Sohm and
Hatteras Abyssal Plains and ponded behind the Hudson
Outer Ridge.

This description will be primarily based on an

examination of available air gun and 3.5 kHz seismic
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profiles. This work is supplemented by available core
and drilling results.

B. Acoustically Laminated Deposits

Distribution

Acoustically laminated sediments are distributed
primarily on the northern Bermuda Rise and portions of the
Corner Rise (Fig. 4). The thickest deposits are found on
the eastern margin of the central and northern Bermuda
Rise. 1In this region they extend southward from the New
England Seamount chain to slightly south of the latitude of
Bermuda. They are found in the interior of the plateau to
about the longitude of Bermuda. At this point several
ridge-like deposits extend even further to the west (Fig. 11).

These sediments form caps on the small plateaus and hills
in the Plateau province (Heezen and Tharp, 1959) and do not
appear on the scarps that form the sides of these features
except near 34°N and 58°W where crumpled sediments at the
base of a scarp have been interpreted as slumps (Silva et al.,
1976). These deposits generally cap pre-existing topography,
but they do not lie conformably on it (Fig. 5).

Similar deposits appear to blanket the north face of
the Corner Rise (McGregor et al., 1973); however the relative
scarcity of profiles in this region (McGregor et al., 1973)
precludes division of this region into acoustic provinces

as on the Bermuda Rise.
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Distribution of acoustically laminated and non-laminated
sediments on the Northern Bermuda Rise. Acoustically
laminated sediments cap non-laminated ones on the eastern
margin of the rise. Data base for this is Lamont-Doherty
Geological Observatory (Ewing et al.,1974) and Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution collected seismic profiles.
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Fig. 5 V 2601 CSP record across the eastern margin of
the northern Bermuda Rise illustrating the major
acoustic provinces (Ewing et al., 1974a).
Acoustically laminated sediments overlie non-

E laminated sediments. The non-laminated sediments

plunge beneath the Sohm Abyssal Plain. The loca-

tion of this figure is shown in Fig. 8.

U P VSR T —







Total carbonate for GPC-5 after Silva et al.
(1976). The core has been divided into equi-
valent standard isotopic stages based on cl4
dates, Th230/Pa231 information, and the shape
of the carbonate curve. Sedimentation rates
are reported in Table 1.
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Age at the Base of the Laminated Sediments

Silva et al. (1976) reported total carbonate values
and sedimentation rates based on Cl4 dates from GPC-5
(Fig. 6). These sedimentation rates are given in
Table 1.

In order to estimate the age at the base of the
laminated sediments and also to discuss the effect of
climatic changes on sedimentation, the age at various
depths in GPC-5 was estimated. Variations in the total
carbonate curves have previously been shown to mirror
variations in oxygen isotope ratios in Northern Atlantic
(McIntyre et al., 1972; Emiliani, 1970) and Equatorial
Atlantic (Damuth, 1976) cores. These isotopic curves
have been divided into stages and ages assigned to the
beginning and end of each stage (Hays et al., 1976). By
comparison of the carbonate curve for GPC-5 with the
curves of isotopic variation, isotopic stages were
identified and ages assigned to points in GPC-5. This
procedure was supplemented by the Cl4 dates in the upper
portions of the core and limits on the possible age at

231/Th230

depth supplied by interpretation of Pa results

(Bacon, 1977, personal communication). All age assign-
ments made by interpretation of the carbonate curve are

231 230 constraints.

in agreement with the Cl4 and Pa

/Th




Table 1. Sedimentation rates for various intervals
in GPC-5. The upper rates are based on cl4 dates
reported by Silva, et al. (1976) and the lower rates
are based on an interpretation of the calcium iarbgnate
curve (Fig. 6) based on the cl4 dates and pa?3l/7h<30

information. The figures in parentheses are carbonate-
free accumulation rates.
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SEDIMENTATION RATES FOR GPC-5

Cl4 based rates
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Depth Interval Interval Rate
0. -0.5m 240 cm/1000 yr. (170)
0.5-1.5 m 48 cm/1000 yr. (36)
1.5-2.5m 11 cm/1000 yr. (8)
2.5-3.0m 143 cm/1000 yr. (130)
3.0-5.0m 164 cm/1000 yr. (150)
5.0-8.0 m 25 cm/1000 yr. (24)
0. -8.0m 32 cm/1000 yr. (27)

RATES BASED ON INTERPRETATION OF THE CARBONATE CURVES

Stage Depth
1 (0-10 K yrs.) 0-2.0 m 20
2 (10-29 K yrs.) 2.0-12.0 m 53
3 (29-61 k yrs.) 12.0-24.0 m 38
4 (61-73 k yrs.) 24.0-26.5 m 21
Rate to 26.5 m 36

Rate

cm/1000 yrs. (14)
cm/1000 yrs. (49)
cm/1000 yrs. (32)
cm/1000 yrs. (20)
cm/1000 yrs. (33)




Following this procedure, sections of the core have

been assigned dates as follows: the high carbonate section

from 0-2.0 meters to Stage 1 (0-11,000 years BP); the low
carbonate section from 2.0 to 11.5 meters to Stage 2
(11,000-29,000 years BP); the section of alternating low
and high carbonate values between 11.50 and 24.0 meters
to Stage 3 (29,000-61,000 years BP); and the low carbonate
section from 24.0 to 26.5 meters to Stage 4 (61,000-
73,000 years BP).

Stage 1 represents the warm climatic conditions of
the present interglacial (Holocene) and the Cl4 dates in
the uppermost portions of the core suggest that this zone
has been properly assigned with the core. Stage 2
represents the climatic cold period of major glaciation
at the end of the Pleistocene. The two Cl4 dates at 2.5
and 3.0 meters suggest that the Stage 1-2 boundary has
been properly assigned in the core and the date at 8.0
meters supports the base of stage being deeper. Jtage 3
represents a period of alternating warm and cold climates
based solely on the shape of the carbonate curve and

Stage 4 is the brief period of intense cold at the end

231 230

of the last interglacial. The results of the Pa /Th
analysis indicate that the age of the base of the core

cannot be greater than 100,000 years (Bacon, 1977,

personal communication).




Using the total carbonate values given in Fig. 6,

average carbonate-free sedimentation rates have been
calculated for all intervals and the results entered
in Table 1.

The Cl4 dates in GPC-5 indicate that the uppermost
portions of the Pleistocene and also the entire Holocene
are present. This establishes a minimum age for the
laminated sediments on this part of the Bermuda Rise.
The age at the base of the laminated sediments can be
estimated using sedimentation rates and the true
thickness of the sediments. The laminated sediments
beneath GPC-5 are about 0.3 sec. of two-way travel time
thick (Fig. 7). This travel time can be converted to a
thickness if some estimate is available for the interval
velocity of the laminated sediments. Houtz (1974) has
presented equations for the variation of sediment com-
pressional wave velocity with depth (time) for various
geographic localities and sedimentary environments.
These equations are based on measurements of interval
velocities obtained by oblique incidence reflection-
sonobuoy techniques (LePichon et al., 1968). Although
equations for many environments are presented the acous-
tically laminated sediments on the Bermuda Rise are not
included. The most similar province in the nearby area

is the Western North Atlantic Continental Rise and its
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KN 31-1 CSP record showing acoustic stratigraphy
at GPC-5. About 0.3 seconds of acoustically
laminated sediments cover older non-laminated
sediments. This profile is located in Fig. 8.
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equation was used to calculate the sound velocity at
the base of the sediments. In fact any of the several
equations for Atlantic Ocean environments would have
produced substantially similar results.

Using the measured two-way travel time thickness
of 0.3 sec. and the calculated interval velocity of
1.7 km/sec. a depth of about 260 meters was calculated
for the base of the laminated sediments. Using the
average sedimentation rate of 36 cm/1000 years that was
obtained at the base in GPC-5 the age at this depth is
estimated to be about 0.7 My BP, the lower part of the
Upper Pleistocene. It should be noted that this calcu-
lation does not take into account post-depositional
changes in thickness due to compaction or changes in
sedimentation rates. If compaction has occurred then the
calculated age is too young. If changes in sedimentation
rate have occurred then the calculated age is either too
old or too young. There is evidence which suggests in
an indirect way that sedimentation rates were lower in
the earlier portions of the Pleistocene. Shackleton and
Opdyke (197 3) and van Donk (1976) have both given
evidence for less severe and shorter glaciations prior to
about 0.7 My BP. It is not unreasonable to assume that
under these conditions that lower amounts of terrigenous

material were injected into the ocean basin and ultimately

deposited on the Bermuda Rise.
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Fig. 8 DSDP sites, Giant Piston Cores, and seismic profile locations
in the northern North American Basin,
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Fig. 9

Surmary of post-Horizon A lithology for northern North
North American Basin DSDP sites. ILocations for the
individual sites are given in Fig. 8 and Fig. 13.
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DSDP Site 9 was drilled in laminated sediments on a
similar plateau just to the south of GPC-5 (Fig. 8 and 9).
The soupy character of the sediments made recovery very
difficult and in some cases only smears of sediment from
empty cores were available for analysis. Based on
analysis of a smear from a core about 30 meters above the
base of the laminated sediments a good core 80 meters
further below the Pliocene-Pleistocene boundary was fixed
tentatively about the depth of the base of laminated
sediments (Peterson et al., 1970).

The results of drilling at Site 9 and the extrapolated
date of GPC-5 indicate that the age at the base of the
laminated sediments probably lies in the early Pleistocene.
It is impossible to determine with the available infor-
mation if the discrepancy between the two estimates of
age is real and due to time~transgressive initial
deposition of the laminated sediments or whether it is
due to errors in arriving at both estimates.

Fluctuations in Sedimentation Rates

Another feature of the sedimentation rates has
importance for the understanding of the origin of the
laminated sediments: the episode of high accumulation
at the end of last glacial. Extremely high sedimentation
rates are found in the interval between 2.5-5.0 meters

in GPC-5. Extremely high water contents within this
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interval indicate that the sediments accumulated so
rapidly that the sediments could not properly compact
(Silva et al., 1976). This pattern of sedimentation can
also be related to climatic events on the continent. ;
Kennett and Shackleton (1975) have shown that between
17,000 and 13,500 years BP the majority of the melt-
water from eastern and central North America drained ?
southward through the glacial Mississippi River system.

About 13,500 years BP the eastern fraction of this melt-

water began to drain through the St. Lawrence system
into the Atlantic. This switch-over was complete about
11,500 years BP. The high sedimentation rates in GEC-5
are probably a result of the sudden increase of input of
terrigenous material that accompanied the change. By
11,000 years BP most of the glacial ice had disappeared
and the input returned to more normal interglacial levels.
This result suggests that the laminated sediments
may be derived from eastern Canada. This speculation
needs to be examined in more detail in terms of the

lithologic characteristics of the sediments.

Sedimentary Characteristics of the Laminated Deposits

Several features in the visual core description,
textural analysis, and clay mineralogy of GPC-5 have
bearing on the origin of the laminated sediments.

Silva et al. (1976) have reported the clay mineralogy




Table 2. Grain size of the carbonate-free fraction
of the upper portions of GPC-5 estimated using Coulter
counter technique of Gardner (1977). These figures
are biased slightly low due to use of HCl to remove
the carbonate which has the effect of dissolving some
chlorite. Due to the low chlorite contents (v10%,
Silva, et al. (1976)) the effect on the grain size
estimates should be minimal.
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TABLE 2

GRAIN SIZE OF GPC-5 SEDIMENTS

Depth

5 cm

60 cm

110 cm
149 cm
200 cm
250 cm
260 cm
287 cm
317 cm
349 cm

360 cm

370 cm

(Carbonate free)

Average Grain Size

3.42
3.65
3.96
3.95
3.08
4.00
5.08
6.99
2.94
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(<2um fraction) of GPC-5 to be dominantly illite (70%)
with lesser montmorillonite (14%), chlorite (10%), and
Kaolinite (6%). Hathaway (1972) and Piper et al. (1977)
has shown that shelf and estuarine sediments north of
Chesapeake Bay and in eastern Canada are dominated by
illite with secondary chlorite. This composition was
thought to reflect mechanical weathering processes in the
metamorphic terrane of New England and eastern Canada.
South of the Chesapeake, sediments are characterized by
montmorillonite and secondary kaolinite. This is thought
to be the result of the intense chemical weathering of the
southern drainage basins. Therefore, composition suggests
that these fine-grained sediments have their source in
New England or eastern Canada. This ambiguity as to source
can be narrowed down by examining the colors of the sedi-
ments in GPC-5.

A cyclic series of subtle color variations in GPC-5
is reminiscent of the repetitive red and rose-grey lutite
units described by Hollister (1967) and traced back to a
source in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. This series
appears in the low carbonate sections of GPC-5 between
252-1460 and 2368-2621 (Johnson and Driscoll, 1976). Each
of these 16 units is separated from those above and below
by sharp though subtle contacts. The average thickness

of each unit is 91 cm with extremes from 35 to 193 cm.
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Each unit is divided into two sections: a lower short
(average 15 cm) section of greyish-orange brown lutite
grades upward over an interval of about 10 cm into a
longer average (76 cm) section of brownish-olive grey
(5Y 5/2) lutite.

The presence of cyclic units containing sections
with sediments in the same hue family (red-orange) as
the red lutites described by Hollister elsewhere in the
basin suggests that these lutites may be very dilute
equivalents of the reddish lutite and may bear a similar
source.

Silva et al. (1976) reported on the sand/silt/clay
percentages of GPC-5 and found average values of 1% sand,
36% silt, and 63% clay (<2u). Samples from the upper
portions of GPC-5 were treated with 6% HCl and the
resulting non-carbonate fraction analyzed for grain
size using the Coulter counter technique of Gardner
(1977) (Table 2). It is realized that treatment with
HC1l will dissolve portions of the chlorite in these
sediments; however, since chlorite is such a small
fraction in the total (Silva et al., 1976), the

influence of this error in technique on the final

results is probably negligible.
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C. Acoustically Non-Laminated Sediments

Ewing et al. (1973) have presented a map of sediment
thickness in the Atlantic Ocean in which an anomalously
thick sequence of sediments lies beiieath the Gulf Stream
System on the northern Bermuda Rise (Fig. 10). This
deposit is bound on the north by the New England Seamounts
and on the south by a parallel, though less well developed
seamount chain of which Muir Seamount is the largest. The
accumulation has an eastern border at the Eastward Scarp.
On the west the deposit is isolated from sediments further
to the west by a depression in the isopachs near 37°N and
62-65°W (Fig. 10). Thicknesses exceed 1 sec. of two way
travel time, or about 1000 meters if an interval velocity
of 1.90 km/sec. is used (Houtz, 1974).

The sediments which comprise this pile are primarily
non-laminated (Fig. 5 and 10) although near the eastern
boundary of the Bermuda Rise they are overlain by 0.1-

0.3 sec. of the acoustically laminated sediments previously
discussed. It is difficult to trace the Horizon A complex
of Tucholke (1977) beneath the pile from any of the loca-
tions where it is well-identified. Its distribution is
very spotty, being mainly found in the valleys between
local basement highs. A diffuse reflection event spread
out over about 0.3 sec. of travel time does appear in some

profiles (Fig. 11) in the region between the two parallel




Fig. 10
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Sediment thickness in the northern North American Basin
after Ewing et al.(1973). The solid lines are contours of
measured sediment thickness and the dashed lines represent
a smooth decrease in thickness away from the continent.
Note the ously thick pod of sediments centered about
34°N and 61°W. This accumulation is composed primarily of
acoustically non-laminated sediments capped by laminated
sediments in the east. The return flow of the Gulf Stream
System flows above this accumulation.
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seamount chains. The general effect of this acoustic
interval is to smooth topography. Because of its presence
the sediments are best characterized as non-laminated
rather than acoustically transparent.

The non-laminated sediments thin noticeably away
from the 1.0 sec. thick pile. To the north they extend
through the New England Seamounts forming in many cases
pockets of sediments resting on the flanks of the seamounts
(Taylor et al., 1975). North of the seamounts they plunge
beneath the Sohm Abyssal Plain and can be traced only with
great difficulty to the north (Tucholke et al., 1977).
The acoustic opacity of the turbidites makes it impossible
in most cases to measure the thickness of the non-laminated
zone. Just north of the seamounts, however, occasional
thick "islands" of the non-laminated sediments rise from
beneath the turbidite (Fig. 12). In these instances there
is no capping of laminated sediments.

« To the east of the Bermuda Rise the non-laminated
sediments plunge beneath the Sohm Abyssal Plain where they
can be traced further to the east as a thinner (0.3 sec.)
sequence. They can be found on the flanks of the Mid-
Atlantic Ridge in thin accumulations above Horizon A.

To the northeast they are also found on the Corner Rise in
accumulations that sometimes exceed 0.75 secs. of thickness.
To the south the non-laminated sediments thin to less

than 0.5 secs. thickness between the Muir Seamount Chain |
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Fig. 11 V 23-07 CSP from Bermuda into the center of
the anomalously thick non-laminated sediments
on the northern Bermuda Rise (Ewing et al.,
1974a). Note the thin sequence between Bermuda
and Muir Seamount and the thickening to the
north of the seamount. A diffuse reflector
appears mid-way between the basement and the
sediment surface.
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Fig.

12 V 2801 CSP record across several islands of
non-laminated sediments that extend above
the Sohm Abyssal Plain north of the New
England Seamounts (Ewing et al., 1974b).
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and Bermuda. To the south of Bermuda these sediments thin
until they occupy an interval less than 0.2 sec. thick
between the sea surface and Horizon A.

The non-laminated sediments thin to the west until
they reach the center of the depression on the western
Bermuda Rise at which time they merge with the deposits of
the Gulf Stream Outer Ridge.

The acoustically non-laminated sediments have been
sampled in four locations: three times by the DSDP at
Sites 9, 382, and 385 (Tucholke et al., 1977) and once by
GPC-6 (Silva et al., 1976) (Figs. 8, 9). 1In all cases
the sediments were fine grained hemipelagic lutites with
interspersed zones alternately rich and depleted in
carbonate.

This accumulation is anomalous for several reasons:
the first relates to the presence of a pile of sediments
of significantly greater thickness than those surrounding
it. The simplest accumulation model predicts steady
decrease of sediment thickness with increasing distance
from the nearby continental margin as illustrated in
Fig. 10. The second anomalous feature of this accumulation
is its presence beneath very unproductive surface waters of
the Sargasso Sea (Emery and Uchupi, 1972). The presence
of a thick sequence of sediments rising 800 meters above

the bordering Sohm Abyssal Plain in the absence of basement
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structure (Fig. 5) suggests that some process has actively
and perhaps selectively deposited sediments on this portion
of the Bermuda Rise.

Sedimentation rates for the hemipelagic sediments
range between 0.1-1.0 cm per thousand years (Tucholke,
1977; Silva et al., 1976). These rates are consistent with
either a bottom current or pelagic origin. Based on the
presence of plant debris, the presence of fine quartz,

i and the absence of authigenic minerals, and the absence of
silt or sand layers, these deposits have been interpreted
as bottom current deposits (Tucholke, 1977). The Tertiary
hiatuses found at Sites 382 and 385 (Fig. 9) have been
interpreted as due to bottom current erosion (Tucholke

et al., 1977). Slumping has been ruled out on the basis
of seismic profiles.

The non-laminated sediments are easternmost of the
two major post~Horizon A formations that are found on the
northern Bermuda Rise. To the west these sediments thin
remarkably (Fig. 18) creating a depression in the iospachs
(Fig. 10). To the west of this depression lies the second

major accumulation, the Gulf Stream Outer Ridge.

D. Hudson Outer Ridge
The sedimentary structure and the resulting shape of

the continental rise adjacent to the Gulf Stream System
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are distinctly different from the provinces both to the
north and south. Heezen et al. (1959) first pointed out

that the morphology of the continental rise between the

Hudson Fan and the Hatteras Transverse Canyon is internally
homogeneous and distinct from that in the provinces to the
north and south. In this region, termed the northeastern
United States region, the continental rise consists of
two relatively smooth and flat terrace-like features
separated from each other by a more steeply dipping slope.
These features are termed the upper and lower continental
rises. The flatest portions of the upper rise are about
67 km wide, have gradients of 1:275, and lie between
2650-3020 meters. The lower continental rise has slopes
of about 1:1400 and lies at about 4300 meters. The
transition zone between the lower continental rise and the
abyssal plain is the region of lower continental rise hills.
North of the N.E. seamounts, the continental rise
morphology is distinctly different. The terrace~like
features are not present and the continental rise descends
from the continental slope beginning with gradients of 1:60
(at steadily decreasing slopes) until it merges with the
Sohm Abyssal Plain at a gradient of about 1:1000. A
similar shape is observed in profiles across the small seg-
ment of continental rise between the Hatteras Transverse 1

Canyon and the Blake Outer Ridge.
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Fig. 13 Location of the Gulf Stream Outer Ridge and the Hudson Outer
Ridge. Note the ponded turbidites behind the Hudson Outer
Ridge. Note also the DSDP site locations and the positions
of seismic profiles in later figures.
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V 2307 CSP across the lower continental rise
(Ewing et al., 1974a). Note the DSDP site
locations and the presence of the Horizon A
complex beneath the non-laminated sediments.
Stripping the ponded turbidites away leaves a
ridge, here called the Hudson Outer Ridge.
The location for this profile is given in
Fig. 13.
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S —

Fig. 15 C 1101 CSP record across the lower continental g
rise (Ewing et al., 1974b). Note the presence
of the Hudson Outer Ridge and the seaward
thinning of the non-laminated sediments east-
ward to the position of the Gulf Stream Outer
Ridge. The location for this profile is given
in Eigo o 13%
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Fig. 16 V 2401 CSP record across the Hudson Outer Ridge
at its southernmost point (Ewing et al., 1974a).
The location of this profile is given in
Fig. 13.
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V 2801 CSP record across the lower continental
rise north of the Hudson Outer Ridge (Ewing

et al., 1974b). Note the absence of ponded
turbidites and a ridge in the non-laminated
sediments. This profile location is given in
Fig. 13.
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Ewing and Hollister (1972) examined seismic profiles
and the cores from DSDP Sites 8, 105, and 106 and outlined

the basic sedimentary structure of the lower continental

rise just south of the Hudson Fan. Although it is difficult

to trace Horizon A beneath portions of the lower continental

rise this complex acoustic horizon dips smoothly to the

seaward with constantly decreasing slope beneath the entire

lower continental rise (Ewing and Hollister, 1972). Because

: of this simple shape neither the morphology or the more com-
plex sedimentary structure of the overlying continental rise
deposits can be due to the direct control of pre-existing
topography. Two acoustic units lie above Horizon A in this
province (Figs. 13-16). The underlying unit is one of
acoustically non-laminated sediments. These sediments are

4 built-up into the form of a ridge on the seaward side of

the lower continental rise and a trough behind the ridge

on the landward side (Figs. 14-16). This ridge will

be called the Hudson Outer Ridge. The seaward flank of

the ridge is the steep transition zone between the lower

continental rise and the abyssal plain and the area in

which the lower continental rise hills are found. The
crest and the landward flank of the ridge are covered by
flat-lying acoustically laminated sediments (Figs. 15 and
16). It is the top surface of these acoustically laminated

sediments which forms the extremely gentle slope of the
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terrace of the lower continental rise. These sediments
apoear to be ponded behind the ridge.

Drilling at DSDP Sites 8, 105, 106, and 388 (Ewing
and Hollister et al., 1972; Benson et al., 1976) has
shown that the non-laminated sediments are Miocene and
Pliocene hemipelagic fine sil§§ and clays of continental
origin (Figs. 8 and 9). Drilling at Site 106 shows that
the acoustically laminated sediments at this site are
Pleistocene turbidites lying conformably upon the deeper
non-laminated sediments.

The buried ridge and trough morphology extends south-
ward from the Hudson Fan region along the entire length
of the northeastern segment of the lower continental rise.
In Figure 13 the crest of the ridge and the limits of the
flat-lying acoustically laminated sedimer:is (turbidites)
are shown. It is clear from this distribution that the
entire terrace of the lower continental rise is underlain
by acoustically laminated turbidites ponded up against
the landward facing flank of the Hudson Outer Ridge.

In seismic profiles both to the north and south of
the northeastern United States segment of the continental
rise no evidence is found for either a buried ridge like
the Hudson Outer Ridge or for ponded turbidites. The
continental rise north of the Hudson Fan region appears

to be primarily a wedge of sediments lying in contact

-
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with the deeper surface of Horizon A (Fig. 17). A similar
structure is found in the small segments of continental
rise between the Hatteras Transverse Canyon and the Blake

Outer Ridge (Emery et al., 1970; Fig. 14).

E. Gulf Stream Outer Ridge

The feature termed in this paper the Gulf Stream Outer
Ridge lies on the western Bermuda Rise between the acous-
tically non-laminated sediments and the Sohm Abyssal Plain
(Fig. 18). The ridge is defined by the 5000 meter contour
and has a maximum relief of about 150 meters above the
abyssal plain. It is an arcuate feature which trends
northward and then east-northeastward around the western
part of the northern Bermuda Rise. Within the concave
area formed by the arc of the ridge lies a depression with
depths in excess of 5200 meters. The flanks of the ridge
slope very gently into this depression. The flanks of the
ridge facing the Sohm Abyssal Plain are steeper except in
the northern portions of the region that Pratt (1965) has
called the Divide.

Seismic profiles which cross the Gulf Stream Outer
Ridge contain several important features relevant to the
development of the ridge. Horizon A is a flat surface
beneath the entire ridge with the exception of portions
in the extreme northeast (Figs. 13 18 & 19). The ridge

itself is built up from sediments which have accumulated

pokiuadt e il ci o daita
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Fig. 18 V 2307 CSP record across westward thinning non-
laminated sediments and the Gulf Stream Outer
Ridge (Ewing et al., 1974a). Reflectors in
this ridge thin to the eastward and the Horizon A
complex lies beneath it. Note the westward
facing outcrop and the flat-lying turbidites
covering the non-laminated sediments of the
Gulf Stream Outer Ridge. The location of this
profile is given in Fig. 13.
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19 C 0812 CSP record across the Gulf Stream Outer
Ridge (Ewing et al., 1974b). Note that the
reflectors thin to the east and lap onto the
Bermuda Rise. Also note the outcrop and trun-
cated reflectors and the flat-lying turbidites
covering the lower portions of the erosional
surface. The location of this profile is given
in Fig. 13.
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AII-b7 3.5 kHz profile across the west facing
outcrop of the Gulf Stream Outer Ridge. The
lack of draping sediments on the truncated
reflectors suggests that currents have been
recently active in this region. The position
of this profile is given in Fig. 13.
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upon Horizon A. This result indicates that the development

of the ridge must have taken place post-Horizon A; during
the last Paleogene and the Neogene.

Profiles over the boundary between the abyssal plain
and the Gulf Stream Outer Ridge indicate that the outer
portions of the ridge have been partially eroded (Fig. 18
and 19). Outcropping reflectors are found on the west-
facing flank of the ridge and the turbidites of the
adjacent abyssal plain appear in some cases to be resting
uncomformably on the ridge sediments. Similar features
are found in 3.5 kHz profiles (Fig. 20)

Profiles across the northern east-west segment of the
Gulf Stream Outer Ridge show that the western part of the
ridge, acoustically laminated sediments lie in angular
unconformity upon ridge sediments. On the eastern end of
the ridge the sediments abruptly thin and approach the
prominent seismic reflector (Horizon A) that underlies the
ridge at a depth of about 1 sec. Weak seismic reflectors
appear to be truncated at this spot. Thus it appears that
the outer boundaries of this portion of the Gulf Stream
Outer Ridge have also been eroded and that turbidites rest
unconformably upon po;tions of the erosion surface.

The southern segment of the Gulf Stream Outer Ridge
thins from 0.8 sec. to about 0.2 secs. in east-west profiles

(Figs. 18 and 19). The ridge is thinnest beneath the

ey

epTa——.
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topographic depression to the east of the main ridge. To
the east of this depression the acoustically non-laminated
sediments appear and gradually thicken toward the interior
of the Bermuda Rise. The intervals between reflectors of
the Gulf Stream Outer Ridge thin to the west and appear

to onlap the Bermuda Rise. These relationships suggest
that the source of sediménts for the ridge is to the

west and that as the ridge developed it prograded onto

the Bermuda Rise. In the southernmost portions of this
segment the Hudson Fan sediments appear to merge contin-
uously with the Gulf Stream Outer Ridge and the sequence
thins as it laps onto the Bermuda Rise (Fig. 18).

The northward flowing connecting flow between the
return and main flows of the Gulf Stream System lies just
above the north-south trending segment of the Gulf Stream
Outer Ridge (Fig. 13). Just to the north of the Gulf
Stream Outer Ridge current meters have recorded near-
bottom current velocities of 9.0 cm/sec. to the northeast
(Zimmerman, 1971) (Fig. 2). It has been pointed out that
3.5 kHz profiles across the west facing flank of the
ridge contain outcropping reflectors (Fig. 21). The
reflectors do not appear to be overlain by a coating of
sediments, although 1.0 meter of sediment could be
undetected due to the resolution of the technique (Embley,

1975). If a Holocene sedimentation rate of 5 cm/1000 years |




is assumed (Milliman, 1976; Lisitzin, 1972) then this
undetected 1.0 meter could accumulate in 20,000 years.

The absence of DSDP sites on the Gulf Stream Outer
Ridge makes it difficult to determine its development
and subsequent partial erosion. The presence of Horizon A
beneath the feature suggests that formation began no
earlier than the late Paleogene. The turbidites covering
portions of the erosional surface provide an upper limit
in time for both the development and erosion of the ridge.
The next section will discuss turbidites in the North
American Basin as they effect the age of the Gulf Stream
Outer Ridge and the development of the laminated sediments.
F. Turbidites

Turbidites are found in thick accumulations beneath
the Sohm and Hatteras Abyssal Plains and ponded behind the
Hudson Outer Ridge beneath the Lower Continental Rise.
The turbidites are composed of poorly sorted graded sands
and silts interlayered with finer lutites (Hollister and
Heezen, 1972). The fine fraction of these sediments is
composed of illite with lesser chlorite (Biscaye, 1965).
Cyclic units of red lutite have been detected in cores
throughout the entire Sohm Abyssal Plain (Hollister and
Heezen, 1972). These turbidites have been sampled by the

DSDP in two locations: at Site 106 on the Lower Contin-

ental Rise and at Site 382 on the Sohm Abyssal Plain
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(Fig. 8, 9). Site 106 was drilled very near the deepest
point in the basin which lies behind the Hudson Outer
Ridge. Sampling, though not continuous, was sufficient
to position the boundary between the turbidites and the
underlying hemipelagic muds very near the Pliocene-
Pleistocene boundary (Hollister and Ewing et al., 1972).

At Site 382 the tufﬁidites were drilled at the edge
of the basin and the entire sequence sampled (Tucholke
et al., 1977). The age of the base of the turbidites was
6 my, an average sedimentation rate of about 40 cm/lO3
years. The thickest turbidites adjacent to this site are
0.6 sec. thick, about 525 meters if an interval velocity
of 1.75 km/sec. is used (Houtz, 1974). Using the 40 cm/lO3
years sedimentation rate at Site 382, the age at the base
of the turbidites is estimated to be about 1.3 MY. The
age at the base may be slightly older because of lower
sedimentation rates in the lower Pleistocene. It is
unlikely that compaction effects the sediments at this
site because comparison of the density at the base of the
turbidites at Site 382 with that at the surface show no
increase with depth (Tucholke et al., 1977).

These results suggest that the final stages of
development and subsequent erosion of the Gulf Stream Outer
Ridge must have occurred earlier than the late Pleistocene,

perhaps in the late Neogene. They also suggest that the

T — - - ——




turbidites of the southeastern Sohm Abyssal Plain and the
acoustically laminated lutites on the eastern Bermuda
Rise began to accumulate at nearly the same times. It
should be pointed out that these two latter sediment
units are very similar both in composition of the clay
fraction and in the presence of red lutites. They differ

only in grain size characteristics.




CHAPTER IV

POST-HORIZON A SEDIMENTARY HISTORY:
A MODEL OF DYNAMIC SEDIMENTARY PROCESSES
A. Introduction

The preceding sections have discussed five impor-
tant acoustic units in the northern North American Basin.
The relationships of these acoustic units to each other
plus their sedimentological and stratigraphic charac-
teristics are summarized in an E-W profile across the
northern North American Basin (Fig. 21 ). The Gulf Stream
System has also been discussed as has been the evidence
for present-day sedimentary processes beneath and adjacent
to the gyre. This section will synthesize the evidence
and propose a model for post-Horizon A sedimentation in
the northern North American Basin.

Before turning to this discussion it is necessary to
briefly consider three separate topics:(l) the long term
stability of the Gulf Stream in the central parts of the
northern North American Basin; and (2) contrasting
Tertiary and Quaternary sediments injected into the deep

ocean basin; and (3) variability of abyssal circulation.
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\ Fig. 21 Schematic summary of the primary acoustic units in the north-
ern North American Basin. The major circulation elements and
DSDP sites are also shown
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B. Climatic and geotectonic influence on the shape and
position of the Gulf Stream System and the Western
Boundary Undercurrent

It is possible that such factors as climatic change
and alternations in latitude due to seafloor spreading
may have an important influence on the configuration of
the Gulf Stream in the central portions of the northern
North American Basin and also the flow of the Western
Boundary Undercurrent. It is also possible that even with
no significant alternation in outside conditions these
circulations may still be non-stationary when examined
over a sufficiently long period. The following section
will examine published results of several workers that
have bearing on this problem.

Ruddiman (1968) studied the position of the northern
boundary of the Gulf Stream System by using the contrasting
assemblages of planktonic foraminifera associated with cold
Slope Water and warm Sargasso Sea Water. He was able to
show that the sharp thermal boundary between these two
water masses had been stable during the Holocene. This
result suggests that the Gulf Stream System has been
stable both in shape and in position during the last
11,000 years of warm inter-glacial conditions.

The CLIMAP (McIntyre et al., 1976) program studied
sea surface temperature in the world ocean using assemblages

of planktonic foraminifera. Their estimate of sea surface

temperature during the Wisconsin glacial maximum
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(18,000 years BP) shows that the strong horizontal
temperature gradient that marks the northern boundary

of the Gulf Stream in the North American Basin shifted
about two degrees of latitude to the south. The shape

of the Gulf Stream in the North American Basin was not
appreciably changed by the alter d climate. These results
suggest that the Gulf Stream System may be stable even
during the extremes of climatic changes.

In the geologic past the process of sea floor spreading
altered ocean basin geometries and their position relative
to latitude. Luyendyk et al. (1972) experimentally inves-
tigated the influence of these changes on surface circu-
lation. Taking an absolute plate configuration for the
late Cretaceous they were able to show gyrelike Gulf Stream
flow in the North Atlantic. They were able to show that
this was true for several postulated Cretaceous surface
wind and climatic patterns.

Berggren and Hollister (1974, 1977) have presented
surface paleocirculation models based on micropaleontological
and sedimentological evidence and concluded that the Gulf
Stream existed as a major element of circulation since the
opening of the North Atlantic in the Jurassic. They also
felt that a cooling in the Labrador Basin during the late
Pliocene (3MY BP) may have been due to the southward
shifting of the northern boundary of the Gulf Stream System,

with subsequent cooling of the Labrador Sea.
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The Western Boundary Undercurrent has been a geo-
logically significant current along the western North
Atlantic margin since the early Cenozoic. Ewing and
Hollister (1972) and Tucholke (1977) have documented and
discussed the presence of a possible regional hiatuas lying
beneath the continental rise and created during the middle
or upper Eocene. They suggest that this hiatus was due to
the initiation of vigorous thermohaline flow in the
Atlantic after the rifting of Greenland from Eurasia.

This flow was suggested to be a prototype of the present
Western Boundary Undercurrent.

Hollister (1967) and Hollister and Heezen (1972)
argue on the basis of brick red lutites in the Y-zone of
continental rise cores as far south as the Blake-Bahama
Outer Ridge that the Western Boundary Undercurrent was an
active current during the glacial episodes of the
Pleistocene.

These sets of results suggest that the oceanographic
conditions have been suitable for the presence of an active
Western Boundary Undercurrent since the middle or upper
Eocene, and that the current may flow under the very
different climatic regimes of the Pleistocene. This is
not surprising since Stommel and Arons (1960) suggested from
a theoretical basis that the Western Boundary Undercurrent
existed because of thermohaline, wind stress, and vorticity
factors and was not dependent on any of the three for its

existence.
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C. Tertiary/Quaternary Sedimentary Inputs

The absence of coarse-grained turbidites in the

Miocene and Pliocene at DSDP 106 and 382 suggests some
fundamental differences between Tertiary and Quaternary
sedimentar<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>