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1.0 Objective : Testing and evaluation of the Logoscan
optical character reader recognition software. Government—
supplied Russian typeset text was used throughout.

2.0 Conclusion : A recognition accuracy of better than 98% at
a throughput rate of three characters per second was achieved
during this test using previous generation equipment. The
Logoscan software subsystem incorporated into current generation
equipment will have an estimated accuracy rate of from 99% to
99.9% with a throughput rate of from 30 to 50 characters per
second. These ranges depend upon the typeset text to be scanned,
viz., the better the input quality , the higher the rates.

3.0 Technical Problems: All technical problems encountered
during this test period were hardware related, viz., low reso-
lution of the read head, paper skewing in the paper transport,
and slow response time of the read head electronics as alter-
nating black and white sections of the page being scanned move
by the read head.

4.0 General Methodology : The tests were conducted in as
nearly an operational environment as possible, consistent with
hardware limitations. Numeric signatures of the test font were
acquired as defined in Appendix B of the final report. These
signatures were refined by analysis of closely matching char-
acters, and the text re—scanned to determine improvements in
recognition accuracy. It was necessary to slow the paper trans-
port feed rollers to a minimum speed in order to overcome the
slow response time of read head electronics.

A general survey of available optical scanners was conducted ,
using the following criteria:

1) cost
2) resolution
3) method of paper transport
4) availability
5) maintenance

5.0 Technical Results: The test confirmed the operational
capability of Logoscan recognition algorithms, even in this
non—optimum hardware environment. A system called Logoscan II ,
incorporating an ECRM/44 00 (ECRM, Inc., Bedford , Mass.) as a
raw video source and paper transport , with a Data General S].30
(Data General , Southboro, Mass.) for execution of both normal
and micro—code instructions, can be configured, thus increasing
recognition accuracy to between 99.0 and 99.9%. Throughput
rates would be from 30 to 50 characters per second. These
figures are dependent upon the input text quality.
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EVALUATION

The objective of this two-month testing effort consisted in
establishing the applicability of LOGOSCAN System as an OCR
device for conversion of Russian typeset text to computer
processable format. The test was undertaken in semi-operational
environment to verify the following performance characteristics :
scanning speeds.; output quality in terms of error/rejection
rates; font acquisition as a by-product of a normal scanning
operation ; recognition and separation of touching characters ,
and acceptance of original test as well as reproductions f or
direct scanning.

The System is now implemented in its prototype version on
COMPUSCAN 170 and NOVA 1200 with 12K memory and magnetic tape
output. To meet the design objectives of the System, the
desiç~ers have bypassed the original vendor-supplied logic
and introduced the company ’s own recognition logic based on
auto-correlation techniques . Instead of comparing the scanned
character against a reference alphabet , using the traditional
cross-correlation techniques , the System generates a nume ric
signature expressing the shape of the character. Consequently ,
matching of the input character against a reference alphabet
is based on its numeric signature. The reference alphabet is
independent of point size because recognition is based on
shape analysis.

The test has confirmed the capabilities of the System, as
indicated above, under constraints imposed by the present
hardware configuration . OCR problems encountered during the
test have been traced almost exclusively to hardware limita-
tions. Prob lems of this nature can be easily eliminated by
implementing the LOGOSCAN recognition logic as firmware in a
microprogrammed mini- or , alternatively, mi croprocessor ,
compatible with the laser scanner componentry within the current
state-of-the-art.

L ~LZBIGNIEW L. PANK OWICZ
Project Engineer
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A. LOGOSCAN PERFORMANCE DURING TEST PERIOD

1. The Russian text:
1~~ Ty

ABTOMATH3HPOBAH Hb~E ~~~ IA 1
CHCTE !~~ YflPABJIEHH5I
LIJT ABOB H BOEHHWX
Y~.IPEZ~ EH H R

has been used throughout this feasibility test, including ~~~~~~~demonstration to government personnel on 30 August 1977. The
Appendix contains illustrations of text scanned at that demon-
stration.

2. As presently configured , the Logoscan System correctly
recognizes characters in the above font with better than 98%
accuracy at a rate of three characters per second. Figure A—4
illustrates the distribution of unrecognized characters on page
101 of the above text. These errors are primarily attributable
to hardware limitations, viz., low resolution of the read head
and dynamic skewing of the text page due to variable roller
pressure in the paper transport.

It is significant that a group of two characters, viz.,

H H

of the 33 characters in this font account for a third of all
recognition errors. Figure A-5 defines the effect of higher
resolution on these two characters. It is the thin center bar
connecting the vertical side of these characters which at low
resolution sometimes causes the recognition system to break
them. Special test can be introduced when the resulting narrow
characters are encountered. However, capturing that thin bar
via finer resolution is the better way.

Overall cost/effectiveness of the present level of performance
cannot be considered due to the age of the system ’s components.
Most are no longer manufactured and cannot be maintained.

The software subsystem, which gives Logoscan its unique capa-
bility , is directly transferable to present generation equipment.

3. New font acquisition , as demonstrated at the 30 August
meeting, is normally a two man—day , machine—assisted operation.
Figures B-i through B-7 are examples of the system/operator
exchange required.

4. The above Russian text was photographically enlarged, thus
increasing the point size from 5 to 6, and scanned us ing the
same reference alphabet.

1



5. Touching characters in a printed text are normally the
result of wear , chips, or hairlines on the original type (see
Figure A—6). The Logoscan system had no difficulty separating
such characters in this font; for example , see Figure A—7.

6. Xerox copies of the original text page have proven to be the
normal form of input to the scanner. Such copies have two advan-
tages over the original page: 1) there is a sharper contrast
between light and dark areas, and 2) the reflective character-
istic of OCR bond paper used in the copies is superior to paper
of the above Russian text.

7. The first—generation copy used during this feasibility test
has proven adequate in maintaining an error rate of less than
2%. The new hardware configuration defined in the following
will enable Logoscan II to reduce this rate to between .1% and
1.0%, depending on the quality of the original page.

8. As noted above, on 30 August 1977 a demonstration involving
all of these seven points was conducted at the Logos offices in
Middletown, New York. Government—selected test material was
used throughout.

B. OPTIMIZATION OF LOGOSCAN II

1. Hardware:

There are two primary hardware considerations in an OCR system
which is to do direct print reading, viz.,

a) What the read head “sees”:

Obviously it is expected to see the characters on the printed
page, but how it sees them both in terms of clarity and detail
will determine the quality of data presented to the software
Subsystem. Clarity is a function of both focus and signal—to—
noise ratio at the read head , while detail is a function of its
resolution capability.

Our recent demonstration was conducted using equipment in which
the light source is a standard projector lamp of 150W with
optic fibers delivering light to the page being scanned. This
is inherently a low signal—to—noise subsystem. The effective
resolution capability of its 60 fiber optic read head is 6.5
mile.

The equipment to be used in Logoscan II , as detailed in Section
3, improves the data quality in both of the above categories.
Its light source is a laser , and its effec tive resolution is 4
mils. This figure can be red uced to 3 mils via relatively
simple lens and gear chain modifications.



b) How the page to be read is presented to the read head :

Although a purely mechanical operation, the manner in which a
page is presented to the read head is of considerable signifi-
cance to a direct print reading OCR system. This is due to a
characteristic of printed text, viz., ascenders and descenders
such as the Russian B an~ J~, plus a density of seven or morelines to the inch. Any initial paper skew or dynamic skew, as
the page moves through the transport, compounds the line
separation problem.

Logoscan II hardware will hold both the read head and the page
stationary during a single scan. Subsequent movement of the
page along its axis does not introduce dynamic skewing.

Appendix C contains examples of certain technical problems,
and character variations encountered during this test period.

2. Software:

The basic recognition power of the Logoscan software subsystem
has been proven during this feasibili ty test in an area where
neither masking technique nor feature extraction has proven
adequate. These latter two techniques, although highly success-
ful when used on controlled fonts such as that produced by mono—
spaced typewriters, cannot perform in the presence of touching
or broken characters , missing or weak strokes , hairl ines ,
ascenders, descenders , or varying line thickness, all of which
can occur within the same font, often within the same printed
book. This is especially true when scanning Cyrillic font with
its fine tails and curls.

Sections of Logoscan II logic will be implemented in micro-code.

3. Configuration of Logoscan II:

Logoscan II will be implemented on the following equipment
conf iguration:

Unit Function

ECRM/4400 read head, paper transport
DG/86llH character recognition
DG/8615 character recognition
DG/602l magnetic tape, output
DG/6045 magnetic disk, reference alphabet store
DG/604l printer, reference alphabet acquisition
DG/6052 CRT terminal, reference alphabet acquisition,

file editing
DG/6042 terminal, Logoscan control, file editing
DG/6013 & DG/40l2A reader/punch, program and data I/O

3



4. Logoscan II Performance Characteristics:

Logoscan II will have the following performance characteristics:

a) A recognition rate of 30 to 50 characters per second. This
rate is font dependent and is related to the quality of the
input text, viz., the better the quality , the higher the rate.

b) An error rate of .1% to 1%. As above, this rate is also
related to the quality of the input text.

c) It will accept Xerox copies of the original text.

d) Output will be on industrial standard 800 bpi magnetic
tape in any format required.

e) A new font can be acquired and stored on disk for later
recall. This man/machine operation requires approximately
two man—days to acquire an accurate font. it is then usable
for any book printed in that font, independent of type size.

f) The system will be capable (in its non—scan mode) of
editing English language text files, and outputting corrected
text via its printer or its magnetic tape unit.

4
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RUSSIAN INPUT DICTIO !’ThRY

(Lower Case)

a — A  K - F t x - X
6 - B n - L Li. - Q
B V  M - M
r - G  H - N  w - W

0 - 0
e - E  n - P
e - 8  p - R

c - S  b l — Y
3 Z  T — T
H — i  y — U  1 0 - r r

SPECIAL SYMBOLS FOR CAPITAL S AN I) NUMB E RS

Russian English Special DG ASC II Codes

B V
0 0
H N *

A A 0
y U %
[ii w
C S 4-

E E
Q -

1 1 +
3 3
5 5 $

FIGURE A-i

A- 1
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CHA RACTER

(lower case) No. of errors

n 1

H 10

A 3

V 1

E 3

0 2

B 1

H 2

31 1

1

Ill 1

T 1

(upper case)

Iii 1

A 1

Unrecognized c~ aracters on page 101.
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EFFECT OF INCREASED
VERTICAL RESOLUTION
ON WEA K STROKES
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FIGURE A-6

Portion of text enlarged to show wear chips
and holes in strokes. Note particularly the
hairline to the left of the character “e” .
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