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The Kol a Peni nsula : The Str onges t Sov i et Nava l Base

~Breyer , Siegfried. Soldat und Technik , No. 1 , pp 30-37;
German]

\ ~~~~~~ .7 ., ~~~~~~‘.

Of the fou r Sov i et flee ts, ~~et-~ -~ertoir~t ir the’~~41~ is the
most powerful. Admiral of the Fleet~ G. N. Yegorov , the C1nC , has at
his dis posal more than 230 surface units (not count ing auxiliary
shi ps), about 170 submarines (of which almost 100 are nuc lear—
powered), and 320 aircraft and helicopters . Overall , this force
represen ts 15.6°/~ of all available Sovie t surface shi ps , 4 3.5 9~ of
the submarine fleet , and 22.5?~ of nava l air forces. Also among the
surface nava l forces is the ASW carrier KIEV ; although the ~5
YANKEE and DELTA class nuclear powered submarines with their long-
range ballistic missiles stationed there are far more important.
These uni ts represent two-third s of the Soviet SSBN potent ial ;
the remai n in g third is wi th the Pac ific Flee t . Thu s, the Northern
Fl eet is the most powerful of all fou r Sovie t fl eets . This is qui te
understandable , s i n c e  i t i s  o n l y  from this area that operations
against the vital sea ‘anes between the United States and Europe
are possible.

In an emergency situation the preliminary round could be won in
the North Atlantic. For , if the Soviets succeed in interdicting
these lines of commun i cations and in blocking reinforcements and
supp li es , the li gh ts will go ou t in Europe sooner or later. The
more the maritime relative strength shifts in favor of the Soviets ,
the more the present Western defense strategy becomes qu es t ionabl e.
St ill , the situation is not hopeless. The Soviets , too , hav e
their problems——name l y ,  in far North Europe . The Northern Fleet is
based on the Kola Pen insula , i n a region tha t has cons i de rabl e
geog raphic disadvantages. Aside From the adverse climatic condit ions
i t is the northe rn geogra phi c pos i t ion of ou r Norweg ian trea ty par tner
that is predestined to block free access to the North Atlantic. A
western defense emanating from here has a real chance of succeeding .
The enemy can no t onl y be den ied access to the A t la nt ic , but up to
two—thirds of his seaborne nuclear po tential could be seriously
threatened. Northern Norway must therefore seem like a lock bolt
to the Soviet military , f r u s t r a t i ng th e i r  p lans. That they will
att empt to bri n g this bas t ion under their con t rol in en emerge n cy
is a certainty.



Wha t does the Kola Peninsula look like? What are its natural
geogra phical reg i ons? Whe re the Nor thern Fl eet ’s bases? Wha t
are the lines of communication? Whoever attempts to answe r these ques-
tions wi l l  soon learn that general information abou t this area is very
scan ty. This is because the Soviets have been shield i ng the a~mos t
uninhab ited K Ia Pen insula from view and have , to a good extent ,
declare d it a restricted area.

The Kola Peninsula , wh i ch is al most entirel y north of the Arctic
C i rcle , has an area of about 100 ,000 square kilometers and a west-
east ax i s of a li tt le more than L+00 kilometers. The line running
from the Kola fjord through Lake Imandr a to the Kanda laksha Bay
serves as the western boundary . In the north i t  is bounded by the
Ba rent s Sea , and in the east and the south by the White Sea. Its
hi ghest elevat ions (up to 1200 meters above sea level) are in the west.
I n the nor th one encoun ter s almos t exclus i ve l y steep coas ts , w h i l e i n
the south the peninsula decreases in elevation . The Kola Peninsula
is favored by the Gu lf Str eam. Than ks to i t , about 250 kilometers
(beg inning from the present border with Norway) of the Murman coast ,
limited geographically by Cap e Svya toy Nos , remain navigable in winter.
Icebre akers are only required on an average of 50 winter days. The
temperature differential between the northern and southern parts of
the peninsula is , therefore , subs ta n tial. In the north a January
average of — 5°C prevails , while in the south it is —1 L +° (Jul y average
temperature is 8° in the north , but 1L~° i n the south). But along
this 250 kilometers of coast onl y in the west and onl y on about 90
kilometers of coast are there naturally useable harbors. The most
important of them is the Kola fjord wh i ch cuts into the peninsula
about 60 kilometers deep in a north-south direction . On the eastern
s i de of the Fjord , about 50 kilometers From the open sea , is tlu rman sk ,
a city that counted fewer than 10 ,000 peop l e in the 1920’s but which
had grown to over 300,000 by the early 1970’s. The population of
Mur mansk has doubled since 1939. It is a major city in an unusu al
loca t io n , 200 kilcm eters north of the Arctic Circle , w ith Zelenyy
Mys in the north and Kola in the south , each a f ew k i l o mete rs away .
Today th ey p r o b a b l y  form an administrative enti ty with Murmansk.
Mu rmansk i s the focal po int of the Fishin g and fish—pr o cessing indus-
try (there were alread y about 500 fishing boats stationed there in the
1 960’s) and has two shi pb u i l d ing ya rds , chi efl y for nonm ilitary ships.
The food and r-etal industries there are also important. A well known
Ins titute for Fishing and Oceanography , as well as an intermediate
and hi ghe r mer tim e schoo l , must also be nienticned . The harbor has
water depths to 18 meters , perm i tt in g the passa ge of sh ip s of al l
sizes. The port has been greatl y expanded since the m id- 1930’ s.
A t that time there was just over 1 000 meters of wharfage , permitting
only about 7 to 8 shi ps to be handle d sim u l taneousl y. The trans-
shi pmen t vol ume was correspond i ng l y low ; in 1932 it was 800,000 tons.

The inte nsiv e developm ent became es~ e ciall y reeded dur in g the
Second World War when the western alli es delivered untold war m a terials
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by sea , most of which was transshipped in Murm ansk. Supplies valued
at almost 40 billi o n  dollars landed there and in Arkh ange l ‘ sk i n
the per iod from 1941 until the end of the war , including 14 ,700
aircr aft , 7000 tanks , and 375 ,000 trucks . Just 15 kilometers to the
north , also on the eastern shore , is Severomorsk , the forme r Vaenga.
An arsenal has been developed here in whi ch the nuclear-powered
subma r in es of the Nor thern Flee t probabl y receive their ballistic
miss iles. The main headquarters of the Northern Fleet is also located
there. The real base of the No rthe rn Flee t i s Pol yarryy , however ,
si tuated on the western side of the outer Kola fjord , jus t 20 kilo-
meters from the open sea. Th!s port was built before the First World
War , when it was called Aleksandrovsk. Its waters are deep enoug h to
accommoda te shi ps of all sizes. I t is assumed that many naval install-
ations , both for submarin es as well as for small er sur face unit s , hav e
been built into the rock formations there and are so protected .

In the vicinity , likewise on the western shore , a repair ya rd
called Ros ta had been buil t for nava l shi ps apparently even before th
Second World War. The most important land l ink to the Kola Peninsula
is the Mu rmansk railroad (called the Kirov railroad since 1935). It
ori g inates in Leningrad and has a length of 1459 kilometers. It was
begun late in the last century but by 1914 it had onl y reached the
western shore of Lake Onega. Early in the 20th century , owing to the
rising tensions with Japan , priority was g iv en to the construction of
the Trans—Siberian railroad while all other undertakings took a lesser
position , in cluding the line planned for Murmansk. Its comp le t ion was
needed after the outbreak of the First World War in order to transport
the countless supplies of war materiels delivered by the western allies
to Murmansk to the interior , and from there to the fronts. Work to
comp lete it began in 1915 . Under the most severe conditions German
and Austrian prisoners of war were forced to perform the ki l l i n g
work. Many perished from exhaustion , hu n ger , and cold. Only in this
way was the roug h l y 800-kilometer stretch able to be operational by
the end of 1916 . Today this has been developed into a double-tra cked
li ne , the route profile has -been improved , anr4 large segments of the
line electrified. Before the Second World War it had been extended to
Pol yarriyy , and af ter the war to Pechenga and Nike l ‘ to aid in the
exploitation of the rich mineral deposits of the Petsamo district
that Finland had to cede to the Soviets according to the 1947 Paris
Peace Conference. The second important land link is the 1410-kilometer-
long road that essentially runs parallel to the Murmansk railroad.

No l ess important to the Soviets’ nor thern naval strateg ic position
are the reg ions borderin g or adjacen t to the Kola Peninsula. The
Rybachi y Peninsula is situated to the west of the Kola Peninsula , and
sti l l  further to the west—— 30 air kilometers to the Norweg ian bord er-—
i s  the por t ci ty Pechenga , the former F in nish Petsamo , chiefl y a
fishing port but also m i l i t a r i l y  important , situated on a 15-kilometer
i ndented ice-free fjord. The Wh ite Sea , a shel f sea of the Arct i c
Ocean , washes the Kola Peninsula itself. This sea is relativel y shal1c ~’
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On the average its waters are 60 meters deep, maxim um depths reach
330 meters. Two important ports are situated on the Wh i te Sea;
Arkha nge l’ sk on Dvina Bay in the east and Be l omorsk at the mout h
of the White Sea-Canal in Onega Bay in the west. Arkhangel ’ sk ,
situated for the mos t part on the right shore and on islands in the
delta of the Northern Dvina River , had 300,000 inhabitants in the
mid 1960s and is one of the largest Soviet river and ocean ports.
A rkJ~~ge l’ sk in both world wars was just as important a tran shi pment
poin t for allied aid deliveries as Murmansk. The timber industry of
this city, w h i c h  emp loys abou t 75~ of the worki ng population , i s  very
i mportant. The city also has meat and fish plants , some ship repair
ya rds , sc i en t i f i c  i n st i tu tes , and a ma ri t ime schoo l of i nt ernat ional
reknown . A railroad , which runs to Moscow and wh i ch is link ed to
the Mur mansk l i ne , joins Arkhangel ’sk to the hinterland. Belomorsk
is much smaller. The White Sea Canal (formerly the Stalin Canal),
which was bui l t  in just 20 months by mostly politica l prisoners
during the Stalin period , terminates here. It runs between Lake
Onega and the White Sea , having a l ength of 227 kilometers. The
diff erences in elevation are overcome by means of 19 locks , each
supposedl y 1 15 meters long, 15 meters wide , and 8 meters deep. It
is said that this waterway can accommodate shi ps of 3000 DWT and 4.5
meters draft. The White Sea Canal is connected to the internal
Russian canal system through which the Baltic , the Bla ck Sea , and
the Casp ian Sea can be reached. Although the White Sea Canal , like
the White Sea itself , is unusable 5—6 months per year because of
winter freeze , it is , when optimall y utilized , important in many
rega rds , if on l y for the reason that transport shi ps can b e d i s pa tche d
alo ng it to places they are needed .

Of the greatest importance m i l i t a r i l y  is the town of Severodvinsk
(call ed Molotovsk until 1957). The actua l hub of Soviet naval
shi pbuilding, Yard Nr. 402, the largest at the disposal of the Soviet
Navy , is located there. Before 1941 the keels of super battleshi ps
were laid down there. Today Delta Class nuclear submarines , among
others , are built there. By virtue of special construction measures
operations there can be maintained throug hou t the year desp ite the
l owest winter temperatures . Severodvinsk is not far to the northwest
of Arkhange l’ sk. I t is connected by 1 45-ki lometer- long branch line
with the railroad to Arkh ang el ‘sk. I n the early 1970s Severcdvinsk
alread y had more than 140 ,000 peop le. The ove rwhelming number of all
workers in Severodvinsk are employed in the enormous shipyard . The
remaining workers are in machinery manufacturi ng, construction
materials , and the food industry . The yard capacity is large enoug h

• to be able to bu i~ 3-10 nuclea r submarines per year and very like l y
a number of smaller units as well.

The new sh i ps buil t i n Severodvinsk un der take their firs t p la nt
trials in the Whi te Sea . The firs t test d i ves of the su bm ar in es
p robably take p lace there as well. Duri ng the m on ths when the Wh it e
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Sea. is navigable , there is bustling activity. The units of the Northern
Flee t , mos t of which are unq ues t ionably b u i l t in Severodvi n sk , take
their first steps in the White Sea unti l they reach the point when their
rea l t rials can take p l ace on the h i gh seas. Af ter successful con-
clusion of the trials the shi ps are fi tte d out i n Severomo rsk.

This northern poin t of the Sov i et Un ion is also the poi nt of
departu re for sai l ings to the Far East along the Northern Sea Route
during the summe r months. The Soviet Union has been strivin g for
years to increase the effectiveness of this route.

Western defense specialists estimate the military strength on
the Kola Penins u la at at leas t 1 00,000 men , including a rmored units.
Western observers believe that more than 1000 aircraft are stat oned
there. If these figures are correct , then this part of the Soviet
Union , too , has garriso ned a far greater military potential than that
required for defens ive warfare . There are many indications to suggest
that this force concentration is intended to bring northern Norway
under Sovi et control i mmediatel y in the even t of a con flic t an d
thereb y remove the lock bolt of European defense. It is public
know l edge that the Soviet Navy has alread y exercised this operation .
During the worldwide Soviet fleet maneuvers “Sever” in 1 968 and
“Okean” two years later , large scale amphibious operations were carried
out along the Murmansk coast. Norway i s th rea tened l i k e neve r before
in he r history.
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CAPT I ONS

F ig . 1 . V i ew of the Nor th Dvi na and Arkhange l ‘sk

Fi g. 2. Vi ew of a section of the commerc ial por t of M u r ma n sk i n
wi nter (This photograph is more than 10 years old.)

Fi g. 3. The Navy Air Force has at its disposa l a number of the many
airfields on the Kola Peninsula. This photograph shows
Be—12 CF4AYKA amphibiou s reconnaissance aircraft (NATO
des i gna tion MAIL) shortl y before takeoff.

Fi g. 4. A powerful groupof Northern Fleet surface ships and submarines
operate constantly i n  the Norwe g ian Sea (between ~~itsbergen ,
Iceland , and northern Norway) . Photograph shows a Soviet
nava l grou p with cruisers in the backg round and missile
destroyers in forward position .

• Fi g. 5. The amphibious components of the Northern Fleet are not yet
• shared by the other fleets , probably beca u se they a re j us t

bei ng developed. Presently there are 2 large and 12 med i um-
sized landing shi ps as well as 2 landi ng tr ansports , while
small er landing craft and ACVs st i l l  seem to be lacking.
This photog raph shows a group of amphibio u s un i t s , consisting
of an ALLIGATOR and 2 POLIIOCNYs , protected by surface ship
forces.

Fi g. 6. The Northern Fleet and Arctic shi pping have numerous
icebreakers at their disposal. The newest , ARKT IKA , is the
larges t and most powerful.

Fi g. 7. The Baren ts Sea is the firing range for Soviet submarines.
They test their missiles there . This photog raph shows the
firin g of a ballistic missile from a subme rged submarine.

Fi g. 8. The deeply indented natura l harbors of the Kola Peninsula
offe r good hideaways. The rock formation s are even believed
to have built-in bunkers for the submarines. Photog rap h
shows a NOVEMBER Class nu clear submarin e depa rti ng a base
in the north.

Fi g. 9. During the worldwide fleet maneuvers of 1968 and 1970 , the
Nor th Fleet practiced amphibious warfare along the Murman
coast. Western defense analysts see this as a test penetration
of Norway. Photograph shows such an exercise i nvolving an
ALLIGATOR Class shi p landing tanks ashore.

/Ori g ira ) article also contains m’a~ s of the north European part of
the Soviet Ln ion and of the Kola fjord 
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