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FOREWORD

This document describes the engineering and development plan for
the FAA . E&D Program 21 Frequency Spectrum Management Program

- Element. It provides an overview of the function of the Spectrum
Management Staff and the tasks which must be performed to assure
adequate electromagnetic spectrum for operation of the National
Airspace System . Program objectives , development activities and
relationships with other FAA , national and international spectrum
management organizations are described.

The plan is intended to provide guidance to personnel actively
involved in spectrum management. The plan also serves as a basis
for estimating and programming the resources required to perform the
tasks of spectrum management.
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0.0 EXECUTIVE ~ JMMARY -

0.1 The Issue

The radio frequency spectrum is a highly contested, limited resource
and the situation is getting steadily worse. Serious consequences
await those agencies/nations which do not maintain an active, progressive
program to protect its existing operations and to provide for accommodation
of its planned systems. Competition for this vital resource has already
reached the point where the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) vast
communications, navigation, and surveillance systems in use today are
threatened by encroachment from other spectrum users. In addition, any
plans on the part of the agency to introduce new systems into the
National Airspace System (NAS) will confront spectrum availability as a
formidable problem.

0.2 Overall Frequency Management Policy and Intentions

It is Government policy to provide the necessary level of support to
manage the ever increasing demands upon the finite spectrum resource
(this is covered in an October 21, 1975, General Accounting Office
report, No LCD-74-122). It is intended that such support prevent or
alleviate deficiencies such as those listed below:

(1) Systems that do not function reliably or accurately
due to interference or poor propagation.

(2) The denial of telecommunications services because of the
unavailability of suitable spectrum.

(3) The inability to protect and advance United States (U.S.)
objectives internationally.

(4) Burdensome regulations resulting from unnecessarily wasteful
use of the spectrum .

(5) A de facto default on the provisions of the Communications
Act of 1934 (esl:ablishing the FCC to regulate non-government
users) and Executive Order 11556 (establishing the Office of
Telecommunications Policy to regulate government users)

0.3 Program Objectives

Program Element 213, Spectrum Management, consists of a wide variety
of contract and in-house efforts involved in the discharging of the

a Spectrum Management Staff’s overall responsibility. Its general
objectives are ..

~~~
, 

~~~

(1) to provide long-range planning of the acquisition and 0
retention of sufficient, suitable radio frequency spectrum
to meet the needs of the agency;

(2) to provide spectrum management policy and technical guidance
to all agency elements; ...
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(3) To provide spectrum management expertise and electromagnetic
compatibility analyses in the national/international forums
(where FAA must compete for radio frequency spectrum allocations)
to improve overall spectrum management .

0.4 Interfacing Programs/Organizational Support

Interfaces are primarily with supporting organizations such as the
National Bureau of Standards (NBS), Institute for Telecommunications
Sciences (ITS), and the Electromagnetic Compatibility Analysis
Center (ECAC); with the Office of Telecommunications Policy,
Department of State, and the Federal Conununications Coninission;
international organizations such as the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) and the International Telecommunications Union (ITU);
NAFEC and the Transportation Systems Center and other programs such as
program areas 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 13 and 17.

0.5 Operations Versus Engineering and Development Responsibilities

This Program Plan does not deal with the day-to-day operational frequency
management activities (AAF -30 activities) concerning the routine assignment
and coordination of radio frequencies (assignments for an individual
site; for example, an assignment to support the addition of a- new
sector in an ARTCC, and notification of military and civil users).
This also includes the routine resolution of operational interference
problems, and maintenance of the agency ’s frequency assignment records.
This Program Plan covers only those Engineering and Development
activities required to meet the objectives outlined in Section 0.3,
Program Objectives.

‘



TABLE OP CO111~EN~S

SECTIONS

1.0 INTRODUCTIONIEACKGRCUND 1

1.1 Background 1
1.1.1 General 1
1.1.2 Spectrum Allocations 1
1.1.3 Communications Act of 1934 2
1.1.4 Executive Order 11556 2
1.1.5 FAA Functions 2
1.2 Policies, Regulations, Technical Standards, 2

and Procedures
1.2.1 OTP Regulations and Procedures 2
1.2.2 Spectrum Support Requirements 3
1.2.3 Development Cycle Review Points 4
1.2.4 Reviews for Spectrum Availability 4
1.2.5 Utilization of Spectrum Reviews 5
1.3 Program General and Specific Objectives 5
1.4 Program Structure and Interfacing Programs 6
1.4.1 Program 6
1.4.2 Interfacing Programs 7

2.0 TECHNICAL APPROACH 7

2.1 Technical Approach Selected 7
2.1.1 General 7
2.1.2 Data Base Maintenance (Examp le) 7
2.1.3 Alternative Approach to Data Base Maintenance 7
2.1.4 Approach Selected 8
2.2 Major Tasks 8
2.2.1 General 8
2.2.2 Examples of Short Term Tasks 9
2.2.3 Examples of Continuing Tasks 10
2.2.4 Examples of Critical Tasks 10
2.2.5 Trend Toward Encroachment 10
2.2.6 Future Emphasis 11
2.2.7 Spectrum Applications Engineering Subprogram 11
2.2.7.1 Objectives 11
2.2.7.2 Typical Products 12
2.2.7.3 Typical Project(~ IEGA and VIP System Studies) 12
2.2.8 Radar/Beacon Spectrum Planning Subprogram 12
2.2.8.1 Objectives 12
2.2.8.2 Typical Products 13
2.2.9 Communications/Navigation Spectrum Planning Subprogram 13
2.2.9.1 Objectives 13
2.2.9.2 Typical Products 13

V



2.3 Support Organizations 14
2.3.1 NAPEC Support 14
2.3.2 Other Support 14
2.4 Critical Technologies for Selected Systems 14
2.5 Basis of Comparisons 16

3.0 END ITEM PRODUCTS/SCHEDULE 17

- 4.0 FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 18

ILLUSTRATIONS

Figure A-i - International Spectrum Management 20
Figure A-2 - Spectrum Management in the United States 21

APPENDICES

APPENDIX A Coordination 19
APPENDIX B References (List) 25
APPENDIX C Acronyms 26

t

vi 

-

-& —---



1.0 INTRODU CTION/BACKGR XJ ND

1.1 Background

The radio frequency spectrum is a high ly contested, f ini te
resource which , like other resouces, is susceptible to
oversubscription. Both national and international regulation
is required because of the intense competition for its use .
Therefore, it is essential that adequate spectrum support be
provided to ensure the protection and assignment of radio
frequencies required by various programs, systems, services,
and equipment of an experimental, operational, or developmental
nature.

1.1.1 General

The FAA is engaged in a wide variety of operations and projects
in which the use of radio frequencies is essential. Radio
frequency utilization by non-Government entities plays a vital
role in all aspects of air, sea, highway, and rail transportation.
Moreover, through grants-in-aid, the FAA is supporting a number
of projects which require the use of frequencies by non-Government
entities and are therefore under cognizance of the FCC. The
FAA is, therefore, concerned with both Government and non-
Government aspects of radio frequency management. Furthermore,
non-Government facilities and users of select aeronautical
frequency bands are licensed by the FCC even though the
frequencies are engineered by the FAA.

1.1.2 Spectrum Allocations

By international agreement, the usable radio frequency
spectrum has been sub-divided into a number of frequency
bands. Each of these bands has, in turn, been allocated
to (or designated for use by) one or more of the several
recognized categories of radio-frequency users, known as
radio services. Those of particular interest to the
Department of Transportation (DOT) include fixed, mobile,
and satellite radio communication and radionavigation
services of concern to aeronautical, maritime , and land
transportation modes. Within the relatively broad framework
of these frequency band allocations to radio services,
frequency assignments to specific radio stations (or radio-
frequency-using devices) are made by the responsible national
spectrum management authorities. In the United States, this
responsibility is divided with separate, co-equal authorities
being responsible for Government and non-Government frequency
management matters.

1
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1.1.3 Commun ications Ac t of 1934

The Communications Act of 1934, as amended , provides for the
regulation of communications by radio. The Act established
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and vests in that
agency responsibility for the regulation of all radio frequency
spectrum utilization by non-Federal Government entities. In
recognition of the Conatitutional power of the President, the
Act provides that radio stations belonging to and operated by
the United States “shall use such frequencies as shall be
assigned by the President.” This provision is now interpreted
to include leased radio facilities provided they remain under
operational control of a Federal Government agency. The term
“radio station” includes all telecommunications (communications-
electronics) equipment designed for the purpose of radiating
and/or receiving radio-frequency energy; such as radars,
radionavigation devices, altimeters, sensors, telemetry, etc.

1.1.4 Executive Order 11556

All functions relating to the assigning of radio frequencies to
Federal Government Radio stations conferred upon the President
by pr ovis ions of the Communications Ac t of 1934, were transferred
to the Director, Office of Telecommunications Policy, Executive
Office of the President, by Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1970.
The Plan was implemented by Executive Order 11556, signed by
the President on September 4, 1970.

1.1.5 FAA Functions

The rad io fr equency spectrum is used to support virtually
all of the FAA ’s guidance, coninunication, and surveillance
systems. In order for this agency to meet its statutory
obligations and accomplish its mission, the use of the radio
frequency spectrum is required. The Spec trum Management
Staff , ARD-60 serves as the agency focal point in dealing
with the Office of Telecommunications Policy (OTP), Executive
Office of the President (EOP) for obtaining spectrum assurance
and the certification of system support as required . This is
covered in Order 6050 . l9B, Radio Frequency Spectrum Utilization
and Management.

1.2 Policies. Regulation, Technical Standards, and Procedures

1.2.1 OTP Regulations and Procedure8

Pol icies , regulations , and tech~ .i. standards governing the
use of the radio frequency spectL&tm by Federal Covernment
agencies, and the administrative procedures to be followed in
freq uency management matters, are promulgated by the Off ice
of Telecommunications Policy (OTP) in the Manual of Regulations
and Procedures for Radio Frequency Management (OTP/RP-RPM) .
The OTP/RP -RPM stipulates:

2

- - - ~~~~~~_ 7 , 
- -——

~~~~
- —.—.-—--. .-—--— 

—



(1) Prior authorization by OTP is required for the use of
any portion of the radio frequency spectrum by a
Government agency, whether for experimenta l , develop-
mental, or operational purpose.

(2) Requests from Government agencies for radio frequency
assignments, or other frequency management actions,
are processed through the Interdepartment Radio Advisory
Committee (IRAC). The IRAC has been given responsibil i ty
for assisting the OTP in assigning frequencies to
Government radio stations and in deve loping the execu tive
policies, programs, procedures, and technical criteria
pertaining to the allocation, management, and use of the
radio spectrum .

(3) The obligation of funds by Government agencies for the
development or pr ocurement of telecommunications
equipment requiring the assignment and protection of
radio frequencies for their use must be withheld pending
the assurance of the availability of appropriate radio
frequency assignment support by OTP.

(4) In the case of a Government-funded study by non-Government
interests, wherein the use of radio frequencies is foreseen,
the Government agency concerned should , as far  as practic-
able , apprise the contractor(s) of the need for ensuring

- 
that radio frequency support appears feasible .

1.2.2 Spectrum Support Requirements

~ (B Circular No. A-ll , governs policy for the funding of
procurements which require the use of the spectrum . It
states , “Estimates for the development or procurement of major
communication-electronics systems ( inc luding al l  systems
employing satellite (8pace) techniques) will be submitted
only after certification by the Office of Telecommunications
Policy that the space in the radio frequency spectrum required
for such systems is available.” OTP Circular 11 states that
“executive agencies will ensure that no funds are obligated
for either development or procurement of coninunication-
electronics system requiring the use of the frequency spectrum
until the availability of appropriate spectrum support is
assured .” This review of telecommunications systems includes
all space systems operating throughout the spectrum; and all
new, major terrestrial systems, or modifications to such

a systems, operating above 420 MHz
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1.2.3 Development Cycle Review Points

There are four stages of deve1 
~ment for which OTP

notification is required:

(1) Stage 1 - Planning (Conceptual) Stage

(2)  Stage 2 - Experimental Stage

(3) Stage 3 - Development Stage

(4) Stage 4 - Procurement Stage

FAA Order 6050.19B should be consulted for detailed
processing procedures. DOT Order 5420.1, and DOT Order
5420.2, establish the Department ’s policy concerning
the subject and fix responsibilities within the modal
agencies. These responsibilities are vested in the
FAA Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee (IRAC)
Representative.

1.2.4 Reviews for Spectrum Availability

Spectrum reviews are necessary for the following reasons:

(1) New telecommunicatioas systems and major changes (those
changes which create potential ~4C problems or expand
spectrum usage) in the technical characteristics or
operational app lications of existing systems or
subsystems are subject to the procedures prescribed
in Chapter 8 of the Office of Telecommunications
Policy ’s “Manual of Regulations and Procedures for
Radio Frequency Management.” The approval to grant
or obligate funds for any agency effort which requires
the assignment and/or protection of radio frequencies
is dependent upon OTP’s determination of appropriate
spectrum support. This requirement applies to both
contractual and non-contractual efforts involving either
government or non-government entities.

(2) Specification documents, as defined in the current edition
of FAA STD-005c, receive considera tion and evalua tion
from a spectrum standpoint when the system, service, or
equipment being specified will depend on spectrum support.
Revisions , granting of waivers, or alterations of speci-
fication documents which impact in any way on the use of
the rad io spec trum, including the subsequent increase
of quantities of goods or services being procured under
contrac t in accordanc e with an existing spec if ication,
requires reexamination from a spectr um s tandpoint.

4
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(3) Frequency spectrum availability regarding proposals for
new , improved , or expa nded systems, services or equip-
ments must be determined prior to submission to manage-
ment for decision making, whether or not there is a
budget implication, if the service, system, or equipment
will depend upon spectrum support.

1.2 .5 Uti l izat ion of Spectrum Reviews

Information concerning the planned use of the spectrum and
OTP/EOP spectrum support assurances are maintained by the
Spectrum Management Staff of the Systems Research and
Development Service (SRDS) . Long range p lans , techn ical
guidance, electromagnetic compatibility analyses, and new
measurement techniques are developed in support of p lanned
spectrum ut i l izat ion.  This information is uti l ized under
the following circumstances:

(1) When it becomes necessary to provide the information
required by the OTP to obtain spectrum support for
systems and equipments prior to initiating budgetary
actions.

(2) When necessary to provide rapid response capability for
any query made by the ~~B or OTP.

(3) When integrating the planning, programming, funding,
and budgeting actions.

(4) When it becomes necessary to establish compatibility
with other Government equipment, systems, or services,
existing or p lanned .

13  Program General and Specific Objectives

The general objective of th is program is to ensure that the
aeronautical services are provided adequate spectrum support.
This inc ludes providing assistance to the Department of
State , Office of Telecommunications Policy, and the Federa l
Communications Commission in assuring sufficient protected
Radio frequency spectrum for the needs of the FAA and the
nation ’s aviation interests. The program will provide the
following specific objectives:

(1) Long range planning of the acquisition and retention of
suff ic ient  radio frequency spectrum to support the
aeronautical interests of the -nation , at home and
abroad , and active support of spectrum standardization
for the world ’s aviation communi ty.

5
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(2)  Research , analys is, engineering, and eva luation in
su?port of the development of spectrum related policy,
planning, standards , criteria, measurement equipment,
and measurement techniques.

(3) Electromagnetic compatibility analyses to determine
intra/inter-systeni viability, to define design
parameters and to assure certification of adequate
spectrum support for present and future requirements
of the system.

(4) Automated frequency selection systems to provide frequency
p lanning, assignment, and analysis capabilities.

(5) Spectrum management consultation, assistance, and
guidance to all aviation interests both national and
international.

(6) More efficient use of the allocated RP spectrum through
the minimization of bandwidth requirements, retransmissions
due to interference or poor propagation, and increased
numbers of channels.

(7) Spectrum support for existing and planned FAA facilities.

(8) Protection of aeronautical operations from interference
from all other spectrum users.

(9) Up to date handbooks containing policy, assignment criteria
and standards.

(10) Improved methods of resolving interference problems.

1.4 Program Structure and Interfacing Programs

1.4.1 Program

This program plan covers the Frequency Spec trum Management
portion of program area 21, Support. It consists of three
subprograms: subprogram 213-061, Radar/Beaco n Spec tr um
Planning; subprogram 2 13-062, Communications/Navigation
Spectrum Planning; and subprogram 213-060, Spectrum
App licat ions Engineering

.6



1.6.2 Interfacing Programs

The Fr equency Spec trum Management program interfaces with other
programs such as the Radar , Beacon, Navigation, Airbor ne
Separation Assurance, Communications, Approach and Landing
Sys tems, Airport/Airside, Flight Service Station, and Satell ite
Programs. This includes projects concerning the performance
and electromagnetic compatibility of systems such as ASDE,
ATCRBS, DABS, MLS and AEROSAT.

4

2.0 TECHNICAL APPROACH

2.1 Technical Approach Selected

2.1.1 General

The primary approach contained in this plan concerns the use
of in-house effort and contracted effort from various
organizations concerned with frequency spectrum management.
This includes a number of efforts such as data base main-
tenance, computer models , software development, development
of measurement devices for flight check aircraft, and the
formulation of directives. A significant portion of the in-
house workload of the Spectrum Management Staff is supplemented
by outside (contract) support. An efficient utilization of
in-house, NAFEC/ TSC, contrac tor , and interagency facilities
is maintained through an appropriate distribution of the
required work.

2.1.2 Data Base Maintenance (Exau~ le)

The development of various data bases is a clear example of
an area where an outside organization rather than in-house
capabilities are used. As an example, terrain data is
obtained from the Army Map Service as opposed to conducting
in-house mapping of terrain around FAA facilities. A similar
situation exists with the frequency assignment data base
maintained by the Office of Telecommunications of the
Depar tment of Commerce.

2.1.3 Alternative Approach to Data Base Maintenance

An alternative approach would be to establish in-house
capabilities to maintain data bases and automated systems.
This would greatly improve FAA control of these resources,
but would be costly both in implementation time and funds.
Although the long-range goa l should be directed towards
becoming more autonomous in these areas, the mos t cos t
effective approach at present is to contract for the use
of these existing capabilities. In-house efforts are primarily
directed towards the management of supporting contracts,
essential supporting activities to determine the performance

7
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of equipment operating within the National Airspace System,
the coordination of the use of the frequency spectrum , and
the generation of necessary directives concerning spectrum
management . Any change of in-house capabilities will be
accomplished in an evolutionary manner with careful cost
ver sus benef it analys is pr ior to each decis ion to expand
an existing capability, or add new capabilities.

2.1.4 4pp~roach Selec ted

The approach selected is to make cos t effective use of capa-
bilities available in other government agencies and industry.
The services of the Institute for Teleconmunications Sciences
of the Department of Commerce are used in projects involving
the propagation of radio waves , the radio properties of the
environment, the characterization of noise and interference,
information transmission and antennas. The services of the
Electromagnetic Compatibility Analysis Center of the Department
of Defense are used in projects involving automated analyses
of spectrum utilization, electromagnetic compatibility, site
coverage, and the determination of predicted performance
levels. Other contractual support is obtained as required .
In-house efforts include the development of technical guidance
such as handbooks , the management of contrac tual effor ts ,
and the provision of representation for various national and
international organizations.

2.2 ~~j~r Tasks

2.2.1 General

The major spectrum management tasks are oriented toward
several goals. First, the increased demand placed on
available spectrum creates a need to improve efficiency
in the use of this resource . Second , suitable spectrum
allocations are needed for existing and p lanned facilities.
Third , protection of present aeronautical operations from
other spectrum users must be ma intained . To reach these
goals , the major tasks are distributed among three sub-
programs : Spectrum Applications Engineering; Radar/Beacon
Spectrum Planning ; and Communications/Navigatio n Spectrum
Planning . In general , these tasks provide outputs of the
following types:

(1) Policy , standards, and criteria .

(2) Handbooks and directives implementing policy,
standards, and criteria.

(3) Propagation and ground conductivity charts.

(4) Computer programs and services.

(5) Measurements.

8
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a) Field measurements - air and ground.

b) Empirical data reduction .

c) Frequency assignment criteria validation.

Tasks have been generated in support of numerous activities.
The following are typical support activities:

(I) The resolution of fie ld problems.

(2) Frequency band ana lyses in support of spectrum
• allocations

(3) Aircraft accident investigations.

(4) Proposal evaluation panels.

(5) Frequency change plans.

(6) Consultation

a) Agency

b) Aviation community

An important activity is the issuance of handbooks . The
following handbooks are currently under preparation:

(1) VORTAC/ILS

(2) Air-Ground Communications

(3) ML S/I~ 1LS

( 4 )  LMP - Ground Conductivity

(5) VHF/UHFI~(icrowave Links

(6) Radar /ATCBBS/DABS/PEP

(7) Measurement Techniques/Standard s

(8) Frequency Management Principles - General

2 .2 .2 Exa~~ le of Short Term Tasks

Tasks have been initiated in response to specific
require ments supporti ng activities both externa l and interna l
to the FAA . These include ~ IC ana lysis and testing of the
Joint Tactical Informatio n Distribution System (JT IDS) , the
development of radar threshold criteria , S~~ -SATC~11 compati-
bility ana lysis and testing , preparation for the 1979 General

- 
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World Administrative Radio Conference of the ITU, the valida-
tion of VOR and ILS separa tion cr iter ia, and the examination
of the effec ts of cab le television and high power TV and PM
broadcast stations upon airborne avionics.

2.2.3 Examples of Continuing Tasks

Other tasks are of a continuing nature. These include
obtaining spectrum approval for FAA systems under development,
the issuance and rev ision of frequency engineer ing standards
and criteria, providing representation to national and 4
international spectrum management organizations, review of
rel evan t FCC documents such as type acc eptanc e app lications
for new aeronautical equipment, and the investigation of
new spectrum measurement techniques.

2.2.4 Examples of Critical Tasks

A number of time critica l and cost associated tasks are involved
in attaining the objectives of this program plan. These include
the development and refinement of computer models and data
bases needed in performing frequency band studies to determine
the degree of congestion involved in each band utilized by the
FAA , and the associated remedial actions. Another task is
the development and refinement of agency handbooks containing
geogra phical separa tion cri ter ia for use by the operations
elements of the FAA in engineering frequency assignments for
the various navigation, connmrnications, and surveillance
systems emp loyed in the NAS. A third task is the development
of timely proposals and suitable technical justifications
for changes to the national and international allocation
tables that are needed to support the evolutionary growth
of the NAS . These allocations are established by organizations
such as the International Telecommunications Union of the
United Nations. One such effor t concerns a Genera l Worl d
Administrative Radio Conference (GWARC) scheduled for Geneva
in 1979 to review and update regulations concerning the entire
radio spectrum . A GWA RC is held approximately once each 20
years. A fourth task is the judicious review of the new
systems proposed by other spectrum users to determined their
impact on FAA operations .

2.2.5 Trend Toward Encroachment

The Nationa l and International trend toward sharing of radio
frequency bands between different types of services; e.g.,
aeronautical radionavigation and cable television or satellite
services and radars in the same frequency band, is a departure
from the old approach of exclusivity for safety services.
This new philosophy will require much more rigorous EMC
studies and demonstration of eff icient  use of those protions
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of the spectrum available to the aeronautica l interests. In
this regard , our spectrum is considered a candidate for use
by all other services with unsatisfied requirements . Action
to avoid adverse encrc~achment or reallocation actions ,
nationa l and international, has become critical.

2.2.6 Future Emphasis

The future emphasis will be in the following areas:

(1) Support to the development divisions

(2) Present and defend aeronautical spectrum requirements

a) before the OTP, including OTP Circular 11/8.3
submiss ions

b) before the FCC

c) before international forums

(3) ~4C studies

(4) Handbooks, criter ia, standards, and policy

(5) Automated frequency selection programs

2.2.7 Spectrum Applications Engineering Subprogram

2.2. 7. 1 Obj ectives

The objectives of this subprogram are to continue the
development of technical expertise in the highly specialized
field of RP propagation; to develop the sophisticated test
equipment and measurement procedures needed to more
accurately certify facility operation and resolve interference
situations in a more timely manner; and to obtain/retain
spectrum support for new/existing FAA systems in the OTP/IRAC
and ICAO/ITU /CCIR forums . Propagation computer models will
be developed /refined for solving a wide variety of day-to-day
spectrum management problems (field and Headquarters).
Propagation studies will be conducted as required in support
of GWARC 1979 preparation. Standardized measurement and test
procedures for ~ IC analyses and spectrum signatures will be
deve loped for use by Regiona l and Headquarters frequency
management personnel. National and Internationa l spectrum
management for ums will be participated in to the extent
necessary to satisfy the spectrum needs of the agency.
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2.2.7 .2  Typical Products

Examples of efforts  nearing comp letion are an RML propagation
path study, refinements to an ITS propagation model and
the development of an initial remote terminal capability
with the Electromagnetic Compatibility Analysis Center. The
results of two recent studies of the impact of the earth ’s
magnetic f ield in the polar regions have been pub lished in
report FAA-RD-75-136 entitled “Effects of High Latitude
Geophysical Events on V1~ Aeronautical Navigation Aids,”
and report FAA-RD-75-l98 entitled “Effects of High Latitude
Geophysical Events in the Aeronautical Radio Frequency Bands.”
In addition , power density surveys will be performed in and
around FAA facilities , airport environment and the interior
of aircraft in support of OTP’s Electromagnetic Radiation
Management Advisory Council (E1~IAC). ENMAC ‘s goal is the
assessment of biological and non-biological hazards of
non-ionizing electromagnetic radiation. The National Bureau
of Standards is performing the field measurements with
emphasis on the techniques and instrumentation necessary
for accurate power density surveys.

2.2.7.3 Typical Project (~ (EGA and VLF System Studies)

The propagation and spectrum studies relating to ~*~EGA
and VLF navigational systems have been a typical par t
of the Spectrum Applications Engineering effort. Studies
of these systems are contained in report number FAA-74-75,
II, Multipa th in Air Traffic Control Frequency Band s,
Volume II, dated July 1974. The severe problems created
by noise, diurnal variations in propagation, impact of
weather and solar disturbances, the comp lex ity of processing,
errors created by the rela tively high veloc ity of aircraf t,
mountainous terrain, etc. are addressed in these reports.
Should difficulties arise in the future in regard to propagation
or the electromagnetic compatibility of VIP and (~1EGA systems,
studies will be undertaken to resolve such problems.

2.2.8 Radar/Beacon Spectrum Planning Subprogram

2.2.8.1 Objectives

The objectives of this subprogram are to conduct studies
and make reconinendations for improving the overall
electromagnetic compatibility (~~1C) of existing and new
radar and radar beacon (ATCEB S and DABS) systems ; to upgrade
the existing capability for predicting ATCRBS performance
in a given environment and va lidate the resultant model;
and to develop the capability for predicting DABS performance
in a given environment . An ~ (C analysis has been performed
to suppor t the introduction of the ASDE-3 radar into the 15.7
to 16.2 GHz band . Frequency band studies will be conducted as
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required to insure continued spectrum support for the
agency ’s ASR and ARSR operations (existing and planned).
Specific problems at terminal and enroute ATCRZS sites
will be investigated and proposed solutions will be
deve loped uti l izing the latest performance prediction
models. EMC studies will  be performed to support the
development of DABS.

.2
2.2.8.2 Typical Products -

Some of the outputs from this subprogram -inc lude the
development of the DABS Performance Prediction Model , an
AR SR E2~(C ana lysis , an ASDE-3 F24C analysis, a study to deter-
mine the impact of DABS upon TACAN/DME, and ~~1C ana lysis of
ATCRBS/BCAS , and an analysis of select ATCRBS problem sites.
An ATCRB S Airborne Antenna model has recent ly been developed
for use in various analyses. The results of a recent stud y
of the impact of DABS upon X and Y mode TACAN have been published
in repor t FAA-R.D-75-109 entitled “Interference Potentia l of
the Discrete Address Beacon System (DABS) Provisional Signal
Formats on X and Y Mode TACAN Equipment.”

2.2.9 Communications/Navigation Spectrum Planning Subprogram

2.2.9.1 Objectives

The objectives of this subprogram are to develop a frequency
assignment/station selection model for RNAV routes; to perform
computer analyses/studies to support the continued implementation
of 25 kHz VHF air/ground frequency assignments; to develop an

S 

implementation plan for 25 kHz UHF air/ground frequency
assignments; to refine frequency assignment criteria for both
coninunications and navigation facilities ; and incorporate
the results of these tasks in the appropriate handbooks.

2.2.9.2 Typical Products

A computer model will be developed which takes into consideration
existing frequency protected VOR/TACAN/L*IE service volumes
in evaluating proposed RNAV routes. An existing computer model
at ECAC will be exercised, as requ ired , in providing “real world”
frequency assignment and frequency change guidance to AAF-30
and Regional Frequency Management Offices. A new model has
been developed to select UHF assignments in a manner similar
to the existing VHF model. Existing propagation prediction
models will be exercised considering new hardware characteristics,
to provide the basis for refined navigation/coinmunictions
frequency assignment criteria. Criteria developed for MLS
installa tions will include fac tors such as collocated EtIE
systems. This will include frequency/distance separation

13
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criteria based upon equipment design factors such as pulse
shape and operationa l factors such as volume size . In addition ,
a data report has resulted from recent NAFEC testing to
determine ILS antenna patterns.

2.3 Support Organizations

2.3.1 NAFEC Support

The primary source of in-house support is NAFEC. NAFEC is
involved in projects to develop RML and- radar interference
threshold cr iter ia, TACAN/L~1E testing in support of the
MLS program, DABS-TACAN/114E EMC measurements, AERO SAT /MLS
~4C measurements, Joint Tactical Information Distribution
Systems (JTIDS) test support, validation of new NAVAIDS
separation criteria, and testing of the effects of high
power TV and FM broadcasting upon avionics equipment.

2.3.2 Other Support

Support outside the FAA is obtained primarily through inter-
agency agreements with organizations such as the National
Bureau of Standards, the Institute for Teleconununications
Sciences, and the Electromagnetic Compatibility Analysis
Center. Financial support is provided through either Program
21 funding or funding under the specific program area being
supported by the associated spectrum analysis project,
Operational support such as data base validation and computer
mode l testing is provided through the Airway Facilities
Service, the Air Traffic Service, the Flight Standards
Service, and regional personnel.

2.4 Critical Technologies for Selected Systems

There are several areas in wh ich critical technologies
affect the spectrum assignment process. For example,
propagation characteristics, the cost of improving
airborne and ground equipment ~14C performance , output
power limitations associated with solid state devices,
size and weight constraints for avionics equipment,
and siting effects must all be taken into consideration
in developing a viable frequency assignment criteria/
plan.  These affect  the degree of freedom one has in the
choice of frequency assignments and spectrum allocations
and that in turn increases the problem of spectrum
congestion. The critical technoligies can be roughly
divided into those that affect the ability of a system
to provide satisfactory performance in a real world
environment and those that permit operation compatible
with a large variety of other spectrum users.
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Typical examples of critical technological areas are as follows:

(1) In the area of propagation, the consideration of factors
such as ground conductivity and terrain effects is
essential for the accurate modeling of propagation
characteristics.

(2) Although it is theoretically possible to create a device
capable of measuring the intelligibility of a voice
transmission as received, measurement of the many
parameters involved requires such an intricate and large
amount of processing that no equipment suitable for
“live” use has ever been developed. Such a measurement
technique would be needed if voice quality standards
were to be imposed upon spectrum users.

(3) Many technologies have been used to alleviate various
electromagnetic compatibility problems that occur when
quantities of equipment are colocated at a single site.
Critical technoligies have been encountered in obtaining
accurate characterizations of spurious responses and
emissions of equipment, and accurate determinations of
the levels of coupling between different units.

(4) Critical technologies in the area of automated frequency
assignment techniques have been encountered in the
maintenance of accurate, up to date bases, and computer
security. In the case of transmitters operating on an
intermittent basis, records of the hourly annua l
utilization are not even available in most cases, and
have to be estimated.

(5) Although accurate low drift crystal controlled oscillators
are within the state-of-the-art, a cr itical technological
issue is the poor performa nce tha t can resul t from the
large numbers of off-frequency equipment in use.

(6) When new systems such as MLS or DABS are proposed, a
band-sharing problem is created concerning compatible
operation with other users of the same spectrum. This
problem is particularly severe in the case of satellites
since terrain cannot be relied upon for shielding.
Antenna directivity and the disparity in the power levels
used by different  systems have been critical technological
problems in this case .

(7) A critical technological issue in the case of equipment
used for spectrum measurement has been miniaturization
without the sacrifice of performance so that the necessary
instrumentation for a comp lete and accurate analysis can
be carried in a single vehicle.
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(8) Because of the extremely high power levels used by
certain ground fac ilities, it is impractical to design
equipment that is not affected when aircraft  come within
several miles of such facilities. This includes FM
broadcast stations affecting the 118-136 MHz aeronautical
band , and certain military facilities such as low
freque ncy transmitters interfering with Loran-C reception
in aircraft.

(

2.5 Basis of Comparisons

There are many factors that form a basis for comparing the
effectiveness of solutions to a particular spectrum management
problem. While not all of these will apply to any given
situation, the following is a general list of the factors
considered:

(1) Compatibility on an international basis.

(2) Impac t upon operating/maintenance/system costs, and
efficiency in operation and spectrum utilization.

(3) Time requirements (imp lementation schedule) and compati-
bility with planned spectrum utilization.

(4) Human factors and safety.

(5) Interference susceptibility:

a. man-made and natural noise.

b. channel loading.

c. spurious emissions and responses.

d . propagation anomalies and effects of terrain.

(6) Impact upon equipment performance.

(7) Availability (present and future) and suitability of t
spectrum.
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(8) Legal and political requirements.

(9) The requirement to account for spectrum usage and to
document system operating characteristics.

(10) The accuracy and utility of measurement and analysis
techniques that have been developed.

(11) Long term viability and the ability to suppor t predicted
growth patterns .

)

3.0 END IT~4 PRODUCTS/SCHE DU LE

Revised VOR/ILS /TACAN/LtIE Handbook Sep 78
Radar Interference Threshold Criter ia Report (Phase I) Feb 78
ATCRBS Performance Prediction Model Jan 78
Report on ~1L Interference Thresholds Sep 79
ATCRBS Problem Site ~4C Analysis Report Jan 78
Radar Frequency Engineering/Assignment Technique Oct 79
Revised Communications Frequency Handbook Apr 78
Revised Handbook On EMC Measurement Techniques Jun 78
DABS Performance Prediction Model Mar 78
25 kRz Air/Ground Implementation Plan (Phase II) Jul 78
ATCRBS/BCA S EMC Analysis Nov 78
Revised RML Frequency Engineering Handbook Feb 79

a
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APPENDIX A

- COORDINATION

An elaborate set of interrelationships exists between the various organizations
involved in spectrum management activit ies.  Figure A-i  depicts the various
relationships affecting international and national coordination of spectrum
use. Figure A-2 depicts relationships within the United States. The FAA
must participate directly in numerous Government groups to obtain spectrum
support.

By agreement in 1967 , between DOT and the predecessor of OTP, and subsequently
ratified by OTP , DOT is authorized two representatives on the IRAC: one
representative , provided by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is
responsible for the frequency management interests of that agency and for
the Transportation Systems Center ; the second representative, provided by the
U.S. Coast Guard is responsible for the frequency management interests of that
agency and for all other surface-mode operating elements (FRWA , FRA , NHTSA,
UMTA, SLSDC, and MTB) as well as internal frequency requirements for the
Office of the Secretary. By agreement , the Coast Guard also is responsible
for frequency management interests of the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare (DHEW) dealing with the coordination and assignment of radio frequencies,
protection from radio frequency interference and maintenance of radio frequency
records, but does not represent DHEW at IRAC meetings.

Although the number of subgroup s is fluid , at this printing
the Office of Telecommunications Policy activities affecting the
FAA include ten Ad Hoc groups and ten Working Parties of the
Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee , two Working Groups
of the Spectrum Planning Subcommittee , and five Working Groups
and nine Working Parties of the Technical Subcommittee . The
following responsibilities have been imposed in regard to IRAC:

(1) The Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee (IRAC) was
organ ized by mutua l agreement of the Government departments
concerned on June 1, 1922 and was continued by the Off ice
of Telecommunications Policy (OTP) pursuant to Executive
Order 11556 of Sep tember 4, 1970. The IRAC serves in an
advisory capacity to the Director, OTP.

(2) The IRAC consists of a representative appointed by each
of 18 member departments and agencies that are major
users of radio. The Spectrum Management Staff has been
delegated authority by the Administrator to represent FAA.

(3) Liaison between the IRAC and the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) is effected by the representative
appointed by the Cousnisaton to serve in that capacity.
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(4) The basic function of the IRAC shall be to ass ist the
Director in assigning frequencies to U. S. Government
rad io stations and in developing and executing pol icies,
programs, procedures , and technical criteria pertaining
to the allocation, management, and use of the spectrum.

(5) The basic role of representative appointed to serve on
the IRA C shall be to func tion, when in committee, in the
interest of the United States as a whole.

(6) IRAC meets regularly twice a month plus occasional
special meetings. Preparation for , attendance at and
follow up activities are required .

(7) The Frequency Assignment Subcommittee of the IRAC carries
out the routine assignment and coordtnation of radio
frequencies . The Aeronautical Assignment Group of this
subcommittee provides interim action on assignments for
the aeronautical mobile and aeronautical radionavigation
services. The Military Assignment Group of this subcommittee
prov ides interim action on assignments for bands used
primarily by the military agencies.

(8) The Spectrum Planning Subcommittee of IRAC carries out the 1unc-
tions that relate to planning for the use of the electromagnetic
spectrum in the Nationa l interest to include the apportionment
of spectrum space for the support of established or anticipated
radio services, as well as the apportionment of spectrum space
between or among Government and non-Government activities, and
such other matters as the IRAC may direct. This inc ludes the
following:

a) Maintaining a continuing appraisal of current and future
requirements for frequency allocations and initiating
changes when appropriate.

b) Undertaking preparatory work for international conferences
relating to frequency allocations.

c) The consideration of current and p lanned spectrum usage,
including new development , techniques and services. The
long range needs of all radio services are also considered ,
including specific proposals for changes to spectrum
allocations and possible International imp lications.
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d) The development of procedures to maintain pertinent
documentation on all  p lanned and operationa l satellite
systems including their technical and operational
characteristics; ascertain in the early stages of system
concept development , where compatibility may not exist;
make recommendations as to potential electromagnetic
compatibility problem areas , and proposed courses of action
to resolve these problems; make recommendations as to
technical parameters necessary to facilitate sharing between
systems; and review the effectiveness of existing systems
with a view toward rectifying compatibility deficiencies.

(9) The Technical Subcommittee of the IRAC carries out functions
that relate to the technical aspects of the use of the electro-
magnetic spectrum, and such other matters as the IRAC may direct.
This subcommittee has five permanent working groups as follows:
Standards, Propagation, Techniques, Side Effects and Electro-
magnetic Compatibility. This subcommittee is required to:

a) develop recommended new standards and improve existing
standards pertaining to use of the radio spectrum ;

b) maintain awareness of the radio propagation ( including
natural  radio noise) programs and needs of the Government
for purposes of evaluating and making recommendations
leading to a better utilization of the radio spectrum;

c) evaluate and make recommendations, in the form of technical
reports, on new and existing techniques from the standpoint
of their abil i ty to optimize use of the radio spectrum
(recommendations to include imp lementation steps);

d) provide a coordination and evaluation mechanism for
activities within the Government dealing with the
biological and non-biological effects of nonionizing
electromagnetic radiation ; and

e) evaluate and make recommendations, in the form of technical
reports, regard ing the EMC capabilities and needs of the
Government in support of spectrum management, including
techniques and criteria leading to greater inter and intra-
rad io service shar ing of available spectrum and the reduction
of man-made radio noise.
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Department of State imposed activies a f fec t ing  the FAA inc lude the
following:

(1) Treaty preparat ion and negotiation..

(2) The requirement for Internationa l Frequency Registration Board
(IFRE) notifications of spectrum use.

(3) Participation in the International Telecommunication Union ( ITU )
of the United Nations.

(4) Participation in seven Study Groups and eight Working Groups
of the International Radio Consultative Committee (CCIR).

(5) Participation in Internationa l Civil Aviation Organization
( ICAO) division/regiona l /pane l meetings; and preparatory
work through the Interagency Group on International Aviation
(IGIA).

FCC activities affect ing the FAA inc lude type acceptance of ground
and avionic equipment and proposed rule making involving bands
of interest to the aeronautica l services. FCC rule making activities
provide regulations prescribing the conditions under which and the
manner in which spectrum can be used by non-government entities.
These may be generated by the FAA , the FCC, or user groups. Advice
and consultation is provided to the FCC when required .

In addition, spectrum management expertise on behalf of the agency
is provided in non-Government forums such as the Radio Technical
Commission for Aeronautics , the Aerospace Fligh t Test Radio Coordination
Council and the Airlines Electronics Engineering Committee..

Specific coordination requirements are imposed by Office of Management
and Budget (1*IB) and Office of Telecommunications Policy (OTP) directives
(examples are given in section 1.2).

Coordination with organizations performing work under contract/interagency
agreement is standard. Progress reports, interim reports, des ign reviews,
redirection when necessary, etc . are all performed through the respective
contracting offices.  Maximum use is made of informal coordination
(br ief ings, meetings, etc.) prior to initiating formal action.

(
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APPENDIX C

ACRON~ IS

AAG Aeronautical Assignment Group, a part of the IRAC Frequency Assignment
Subcommittee making frequency assignments in the aeronautical bands .

AEROSAT Aeronautica l Satellite , a program to develop satellite systems for
transoceanic flights.

ARSR Air Route Surveillance Radar.

ASA Aircraft Separation Assurance, a program to investigate airborne
systems for collision avoidance.

ASDE Airport Surface Detection Equipment, a radar system for detecting
aircraft on the airport.

ASR Airport Surveillance Radar.

ATCRES Air Traffic Control Radar Beacon System.

CCIR International Radio Consultative . Committee, a subgroup of the
IflJ of the UN that issues recommendations concerning technical and
operational radioconinunications issues.

CCITT International Telegraph and Telephone Consultative Conunittee, a
subgroup of the ITU of the UN that issues recommendations concerning
technical, operational, and traffic issues relating to telegraphy
and telephony.

DABS Discrete Address Beacon System.

DHEW Department of Health,Education,and Welfare.

Distance Measurement Equipment, a system providing range data
to aircraf t .

DOS Department of State.

DOT Department of Transportation.

ECAC Electromagnetic Compatibility Analysis Center, an EMC software
support facility of the Department of Defense.

EMC Electromagnetic Compatibility .

EOP Executive Office of the President .

E~ 1AC Electromagnetic Radiation Management Advisory Council , a council
established to investigate and make reco~~~ndation. to the OTP
concerning possible harmful aide-effects of electromagnetic
radiation.
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FAA Federal Aviation Administration .

FAS Frequency Assignment Subcommittee, a subgroup of the IRAC .

FCC Federal Communications Commission .

a FHWA Federal Highway Administration.

Frequency Modulation , used in reference to FM broadcasting in the
88 to 108 MHz band .

FRA Federal Railroad Administration.

GW~RC General World Administrative Radio Conference, an international
conference convened by the ITU of the UN for the purpose of
revising the complete set of international radio regulations,.
held at 20 year intervals.

ICAO Internationa l Civil Aviation Organization.

IFRB International Frequency Registration Board, a subgroup of the ITU
of the UN tha t records frequency assignments for the purpose of
minimizing harmful inter fer ence on an international basis .

lOlA Interagency Group on International Aviation, a committee chaired
by the FAA to provide recommendations to the Department of State
concerning internationa l aviation matters.

ILS Instrument Landing System.

ITS Institute for Telecommunication Sciences, a part of the Department
of Commerce specializing in radio propagation research and related
f ields.

ITU International Telecommunication Union , an element of the UN that
establishes international radio regulations.

IRAC Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee, manages the use of
radio frequencies by U. S. Government radio stations .

I~4LS Interim Standard MLS , a limited capability microwave instrument
landing system providing only one predetermined landing pattern and
wou ld be pha sed out upon implementation of full performance MLS
systems .

V JTIDS Joint Tactical Information Distribution System, a joint military
information distribution system utilizing the same portion of the
spectrum as ATCRBS.

Li~~ Lowmedium Frequency, 30 to 3000 kHz.

MAO Military Assignment Group, a part of the IRAC Frequency Assignment
Subcommittee making frequency assignments in military bands.

MLS Microwave Landing System.
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MTB Materials Transportation Bureau.

NAFEC National Aviation Facilities Experimental Center.

NAS Nationa l Airspace System.

NAVAID Navigational Aid .

NES National Bureau of Standards.

NIrrSA National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

~14B Office of Management and Budget.

OTP Office of Telecommunications Policy.

PRF Pulse Repetition Frequency .

RML Radar Microwave Link .

RNAV Area Navigation.

SCAM Spectrum Characteristic Ana lysis and Measurement.

SHF-SATCc*! Super High Frequency-Satellite Communications , a high power
military satellite coimminications link using the same portion of
the spectrum as RML systems .

SLSDC Saint Lawrence Seaway Deve lopment Corporation .

SPS Spectrum Planning Subcommittee, a subgroup of the IRAC.

TACAN Tactical Air Navigation, a military navigational aid providing
range and azimu th relative to the ground site .

TSC Technical Subcommittee, a subgroup of the IRAC .

TV Television, in reference to commercial broadcast television.

UHF Ultra High Frequency, 300 to 3000 MHz, in reference to the
225-400 MHz aeronautical band.

UMTA Urban Mass Transit Administration.

UN United Nations .

US United States.

VHF Very High Frequency , 30 to 300 MHz, in reference to the 118 to 136 MHz
aeronautical band .

VORTAC VHF Omni-Range and TACAN, a combined VOR and TACAN facility.

WARC World Administrative Radio Conference , an internationa l conference
convened by the ITU f or the purpose of revising specific international
radio regulations, held at several year intervals.
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