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ABSTRACT

Johnson , Jesse L., Jr. A Descri ptive Profile of Seventy-Three
es Convicted of Murder in Texas. Master of Arts

(Institute of Contemporary Corrections and the Behavioral
V Sciences), May , 1978, Sam Houston State University,

Huntsville . Texas.

Purpose 
V

It was the purpose of this study,\to provide a descri ptive

profile of the violent-prone female inmates currently incarcerated

in the Goree Unit of the Texas Department of Corrections , after

being convicted of the crime of murder. Th is  desc r ip t ion  -w4-l-1~

-be made by analyzing the variables chosen to stud y.  These va r i ab l e s

are divided into six major categories which are : (1) demograp hic

characteristics; (2) social characteristics; (3) prior c r i m i n a l

behavior ; (4) education and intelligence; (5) institutional infor-

mation ; and (6) current offense information . N

V I •he method used in th is  stud y to ob ta in  the i n f o r m a t i o n

was to gather from each inmate ’s personal folder the i n f o r m a t i o n

in relation to the twenty-seven variables to I)c used i n  t h i s st ud y .

This information , in the folder, is obtained for each i n m a t e  as she

V is processed into the Texas Department of Corrections. The infor-

mation gathered on the twenty-seven variables was d iv i d e d  into one

of the following six areas : (1) demographic characteristics~ (2)

social characteristics; (3) prior criminal behavior: (4 educat ion

and intelligence ; (5) institutiona l information . ft) current offense
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information . From these djt:i , a desc r i pt iv e  p r o f i l e  of th e

inmates studied was made.

Findings

I he pi o f i  le of the len le convi LtLd o~ mu~ dL i ~h i ow ed

that 

I She w~ s ~ w h i t e  IL n 1 e who w ~ 7 ~ ii 0 1 .~C

when convic ted .

2. She had almost an e~ ua I chance of be i n~, horn in

ei the r a tandard M e t r o p o l i t a n  S ta t i s t i c a l  Area or a r u f V a l  area V

of Texas or out  of st~~ e.

3. She was r e s id ing  i n and conv ic t e d  in a Standard

Metropoi ltan  S ta t i s t i ca l  Area of Tex as.

4.  She most l i k e l y  had at Some t i ac been m a r r i e d .

5. Her r e l i gious a f f i l i a t i o n  was m o st  p r o b a b l y  w I th  the

Baptist  denoininat ion ,

6. She had not served in the Armed Forces of t h e  U n i t e d

States .

7 . The stih j ect had p rohab  \V 
~~~~~~~~~ 1W f o r e  hoe:: n j a i l

reform school . de ten t  ion homes , pr i son or p h  aced on proL~ t ion

8. She had not coop 1 eted j tin i or hi g hi 5~~V~~~ ç~()  ( , 1 t  t l i e  r

int e lli gence level  w as  s l i g htly  hi gher t h an  the ot h er  ( ale V

inmates .

0 . The mean sentence for the i n m a t e s  s t u d i e d  wa s  t w e n t y —  t w o

years for the convict  ion of the c r i m e  of t inode  r .

10. She , more than I i  l~e 1 y , acted a lone  i n  the  L O O H I  i ss ion

i V
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of her crime , and present ly  does not have any d e ta i n er s  aga ins t

her .

11. She had been classified by the  Texas 1)epart ~tent of

Corrections as a first offender , and also as a first class medical

inmate .

These findings provide a descriptive profile of the

V violent-prone female who was convicted of mu rder and was currently

serving time at the Goree Unit of the Texas l)epartnient of Correc-

tions.

B i I l y~~~. Br am l e t t . P h . D .
V Supei’~ i s i n g  Professor

V

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  V lV~
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Ch APTER 1

I NTROI)UCT ION

Throughout history , different theorists have searched

for possible causes for man ’s criminality. Researchers have ,

by and large, centered on the male members of society and his

crimes. The area of female criminality has received scant

attention , with little real empirical research being done.

Instead , the female criminal has been viewed as a “fallen woman”

or “errant ’ girl having strayed from the right path . i f  the

criminality of the female offender has received scant attei m ion ,

the research done in the area on violent females is even more

scarce.

There have been many reasons for this consistent neg lect

by res .;archers in studying the female offender . The first , and

probab ly most. important reason , is that women comprise less than V

5 percent of the entire prison population in the United States .

Women are not arrested even as often as men; in 1072 , according

to the FBI Uni fo rm Crime Reports , male  a r res ts  outnumbered f ema le

arrests by about six to one. Because of t loi r relative smallness

in numbers , women offenders are frequently considered to he mere

abs trac ti on s in genera l da ta collec ti n g tV Rasche , 1975). Small

populations of female offenders mean that researchers interested

in them will have fewer subjects for stud y , complicat ing findings

and lowering the generalizahility of the data. Often , factors such

as age or social status of the offenders have to be overlooked due 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ VV
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to the small number of slifijects incluct ed in studies done i i i

vastly different settings (Smith , 1962).

Inquir ies  into the case h i s to r ies  and other p a r t i c u l a r s

of imprisoned women are more f r equen t ly  ol)po~ cd b y 1)0th coerce-

V tional officials and the initiates themselves than arc those of

males  (Smith , 1962) . It would seem that the correctional

o f f i c i a l s  and the inmate~. involved are more p r o t e c t i v e  of them-

selves than their male counterparts. T h i s  could w e l l  be an

extension of the h i s t o r i c a l l y  p ro tec t ive  na ture  of our s o c i e t y

toward women in general , a phenomenon which may w e l l  be c h a n g i n g .

B b s  (1969) put for th  an a d d i t i o n a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  I
V
or t he

lackV~~~~( research . He conc luded tha t  ,CVV iltse of the  relativel y

vic t imless  nature of women c r imes , i . e . , shop l i f t i ng and prosti-

tution , society is more concerned wi th attempting to f i n d  so lu t ions

to causes of more violent hehavior exhibited by ales .

The last reason yen for the la:k of research c o n c e r n s

the viewing of earlier researchers that women themselves were not

fit subjects for study. Oni w i t h  in the l as t  f i f t e e n  to t w e n t y

years has research hc~~I d IC on the l’cimial c o f f e n d e r , a nd t h e  b u l k

of tha t  research has  been done by fem ale  r e sea rche r s .  There have

been some no tab l e  exceptions to t h i s  t rend w i t h  t h e  works  done by

Lotabroso , Pol lak , Ward and Kttssehauni be i n g  e x c e l l e n t e x a m p les . But

in general , male rcsearchers have studied m a l e  o f fenders , and u n t i l

recently, there have been few female re~;earchers .

Because of the sma l l  amount of research comp leted i n the

field , w i t h  much of i t  b e i n g  l)ur led i n  larger Stud CS a I
V 

m a l e  
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offenders , the individual  layman has been forced to re ly  on

the mass media  for h i s  or her informat ion . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,

there is a tendency in the media , in the absence of factua l

7 information , to report sensat i ona l i sm . Wome n in prison have

1)een portrayed either as ti geresses , w i ld and p a s s i o n a t e l y

possessed , or as virtually innocent victims of cruel and sadistic

keepers (Rasche , 1974) . Women ’ s i n s t i t u t i ons are o f ten  portrayed

as exact repl icas  of the worst male prisons wi th  t iers  of ce l l s

V and lockstep rules , or dungeon- l ike  corridors of cages.  This

tendency to over-emphasize certain aspects of prison life tends

to portray the female in ways which she is por t rayed in some
V V 

pornographic l i terature . This  d i s tor ted  view of the female

offender has been carried fu r the r  l)y the media  in d e s c r i b i n g  the

violent-prone female.  She has been port t V ,lycd as a woman forced to

commit her c r i m e  out of love or greed w i t h  :i great amount of fore-

thoug h t -- s to r i e s  of women p u t t i n g  p o i s o n  in  candy in an a t tempt  to

murder their  lover ’ s wi fe  and then r e tu rn ing  the candy to the store

where chi ldren ate it and died , make easy read ing  hut  ha r d l y  a pu re

descri ption of the offender invo lved  ( G r i b b l e , 1969).  Mr. gr i b b l e ,

in his book Such Women are Deadly ,  de scr ibes  t he  women he rote

about as killing for various reasons:

Some k i l l e d  for gain , some for ha te , some f o r the t em p o r a r y
sa t i a t ion  of a blood lus t , some even iii  a t w i s t e d  w a y  for
love . But a l l  found a common s i s t e rhood  in  t h e i r  de l i b e r a te
emp loyment of destruct ive force and a l l  ach ieved  d ar k  fa me
a f t e r  their  dea th .

This  type of in format ion  h a r d l y  adds to the  p u b l i c ’ s understanding

of the female  offender  nor does i t  a c c u r a t e l y desc r ibe t h i s
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violent-prone offender .

Statement of Problem

The fact that there has been l i t t l e  research on the

violent female offender offers the best explanation as to why

additional research is necessary . There remains a m u l t i t u d e

of questions which need to be answered .

The purpose of this  study is to p rov ide  a descr i p t i v e

profi le  of the violent-prone female inmates currently incar -

cerated in the Texas Department of Correct ion s at the Gorce

Unit  convicted of the crime of homicide . This descri ption will

V be made by ana lyz ing  the va r i ab les  chosen to study . These

variables are divided into six major  ca t egor i e s  which are : ( I )

Demograp hic characteris t ics , (2) Social c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s,  (5)

Prior criminal  behavior , (4) Educat ion and i n t e l l i gence , ( 5 )

Ins t i tu t iona l  informat ion , and (6) Current offense information .

A complete l i s t i n g  of the  v a r i a b l e s  which  w i l l  be analy :ed  i s

contained in Appendix A.

~~~~st~ ons to be Answered

Some of the questions whi ch t h i s stud y w i l l  address arc :

1. What are the demographic characteristics of the  “ ty p i c a l

woman who was convicted of murder ’?

2.  What are the soc ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the convicted

_  

.

. .. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - _
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h out i c ide V 
t i d e

3. Doe s th e p r i o r  c r i m i n a l  b e h a v i o r  at ’ the l
V
ei :lles

st ud i ed g i v e  any i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e i r  i t i c  1 m a t  ion to co iui i t

t h e cr ime ot
V m ur d e r ?

4 . tch~t s the  ed i te at  ion  and i n t e l  i i  ge nce l eve l  s ot

the  females ‘;t I J I C L I ?

5 . Do the  female s  s t u d i e d  LI j ife r i n  the  ci a~ s i t t  cat  i O tt

c~i te g o r ies  fro tt i  o tu e r  i nmates?

6. I~hat is the c u r r e nt  o f f e n s e  in  t o r m a t  ion and nn~ does

i t  descr ibe  th L ’  ‘ty p i c a l ”  mu rderess.

L i m i t a t i o n s  of t he  Stud y

Tl~ i s s tudy  i s I ittu ted in  scope to ( l i l l y  desc I’l l) j~~ V those

inmates  current lv confined in the Goree t in  it of 1 l ie  ‘i’ ex : is  i l ep a r t  -

nient of Correct  ion s  a !‘t ci .  b e i n g  cou~’ I ct ed ot  the  e e l  tile u I
V 

flu i’Jc r

The re su l t s  and f i ndi n gs canno t  be u s e d  to draw  c tic i a  I t  :a t  i O i l s

ab out f e m a l e  offenders w i t h i n  t h i s  I)i’i50i1 or o t h e r ~ l l  ~~~~~ - ; c t t  t r i p s

s in c e  the f i n d i ngs wo u ld  not  be i .eI r c s c t lt ; t t  I~~~~, V ‘1 the eel I C  110h 111 ~

la t ion  o f female ol ’fer i dcr s .

W i t  It i n  the  Con Fl ne t ;  of lb  i s i t ~ . i t  w a ’~ t i e l j~~ ~
. 11 . 1 e to V

inc lude  an>’ o ther  i n m a t e s  who m ;i v 1~~ e l i l t  s J V~~~ j 7 ~~ ~~~~ I t  wl l.e

convicted of a lesser  o f f e n s e .  V t h ,  71 i  i t  l i ly  i t i l r i 1 V 1 i~~ ii , ,t  t h e

Texas Depar tment  of Correct ions does nu t  i ti d I ~‘~ t t e l% h .i  t a ~t o I

p lea barga in  I h g  may have  t a k e n  p111cc i n  t I l L  ~i f l i y at  c a i t \  ~1 t o O .

l h i t th i s  p o s s i b i  l i t ) ’  e x i s t s  canno t  he o v e r l o o k e d , s i n e  i t  ‘ oul d

have a f f ec t ed  the overall dcscr I pt i on  at ’ t lie i t i l t e~ . I eve r ’
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it was decided tha t  the on ly  t t tan ag e ah Ic  way of se lec t  1 r i g

subj  ects to be s tud led , was to  t a k e  on l y those  wh o had Dcc i i

convicted of the offense.

I,
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C I I A P I l  g i t

REV I hiW OF I. 1 1VEI ~V 1ti i ~E

C r i m i n a l i t y  am ong wottie n is  on the  i t ic r ease and lee; been

for several years (Simon , 1975) .  One on l y needs to l i n k  :lt t u e

arrest trends compi led  by the FIll U n i f o r m  C r i m e  Rep or t  ( 19 7 6 )  to

become acutely aware of th is  f a c t .  In  l o o k i n g  a t  the  t O t V l  per-

centage of increased arrest rates between 19o7-1976 , it W I t S

discovered that females had an overall 64.3 perCen t increase ,

compared to the males increase of onl y 14.8 p e rcen t . I f  t h i s  i s

broken down to include only the “major crimes ” defined by the FBI ,

the female arrest rate increased 140 .5 p erc o r i t  frott i  19n7 compa red

to the male increase of 53.9 percent . T h i s  i n c r e a s e d  a r r e s t  ra te

for women can be explained in at least  two w ay s .  One exp l a n a t i o n

is that  the C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  Sys tem i s  d o i n g  away wi th t u e  “cl i i  valry ”

factor for wonton and treating women t h e  sante us T~cti . The o ther

explanation is that there is , in fact , t ma rked in c r e a s e  Dy women

to commit c r i m i n a l  ac I s .  Ithi c h e ver  e x pi  an a l  ion  i s  ac c ept e d  b y t he

reader could be debated both  pro arid con hut the ta ct rena i n s  t h t l l t

while males continue to comunt i t t i le  g r e a t e r  ;i) so l t i t e i iu t ~D er  of

offenses , it i s  the women who are conuu i t l I l y , t ho-~c ~n iue c m i  nt e s at

yearly rates of increase , now runu  i t ip as Ii 1 g li as s I .~ :ir~ t seven t lilies

faster than the males (Adler , 1971).

It also w a s  found that it ’ a du l t  a r r est  r e c o r d s  S;I ,V a ny t h i n g

about the pre sent trends , the  cr  i ftc i’a t C t o t  I 1C rson S ul i t lC r ci ph teen

probably says more about the women 01’ he future . 1 1 0 1 1  1 ih~~ — 1 97D
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according to t h e  FBI hin i fornt Crim e Repor ts  , t he  n u m b e r  ~f

females under eighteen arrested for robbe rs ’ lumped N v 2 3 0 . 8

percent , whi le  the male arrest rate rose 104.7 percent .

R e a l i z i n g  the problems of u s i n g  arrest  records as a v a l i d  m di-

V cator of crimes being committed , it s t i l l  appears t h a t  i i i  the

future . more wom en criminals  w i l l  be o f f i c i a l l y  i n v o l v e d  in the

Criminal Jus t i ce  System .

In reviewing the h i s t o r y  of research f o cu s i n g  on the

studies of female offenders , the re appears to I. c seve ra l  Sott e-

what separate stages through w h i c h  the research h as  p as: :cd .

These stages are closely a l igned  to the 1 hases 01’ t he  g e n e r a l

study of c r i m ino logy . There are f i v e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  sta cs of

- ‘ 
t h i s  form of research. They are : (1) the p r e s c i e n t i f i c  st age ,

V (2) the search for c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  causes which r e f l e c t e d

beg inn ing  in te res t  in the c r i n t i n a l  as an indiv i d t al , ( 3 )  t h e

search for fac tors which  cause cr i t mi e  to he ot bot h c u t i s t  i t n t  i o n a l

and environmental factors , (4) t h e numbers  and o f f e n s e s  St : t i ~e ,

and (5) the women ’ s ~~~~~~ s tage (Ra sc h e , 197~i ) .  V \ f te r  r e v i e w i n g

this research , attention will he g i ven t o  st u d i e s  cot i du cted  iii the

area of the v i o l e n t — p r o n e  fe t t i a l e .  And f i n a l l y ,  t h i s  r e ; i e ’~ w i l l

indicate where the current  em t mp husi s seettis to  l i e .

P r e s c i e n t i f i c  S ta ~’e

The first stage of research has  been and c l t t ’r e t i t  I >  is I)eilig

cal led the prescient  i f i c  s tage , a r i d  i t  c t t c c I j V a s s e  S ;t l i o i e v e r vth  hip

written on th e sub j  ect of c r i rue up to  the start a t ’ t h e  I ‘.en t i e th
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century . As f a r  as women of LV l l J e r . s  are  conce t ied , this i n c ludes

practical 1 y n o t h i n g.  Wotmm en then , 115 now , c o n -  t i t n t  ed such  a

smal l  por t ion  of the recognized d e v i a n t  e le m i t e m i t that lit t l e  wa s

set forth on them speci f i c a l  ly .  The few r e f e r e n c e s  made can -

V cerning women showed c lear l y t ha t  wome n were pene r a l l e  coi l s ide red

m o r a l l y  corrupt (as opposed to e v i l )  w h e n  they  t l l n e - g t-cs-n.’J the

law , ‘ pu t w e e ’  not taken s e r i o u s ly  as a danger to sac let ’

few women wei’e laheh d as ‘‘e v i l  , ‘‘ but whe n  thee  w e r e  , t ~.as done

w i t h a vengence . These w ott ieti  were port  r ay ed  as  slipe rna t ura I , or

as wi tches , and the re fore  no longer  deserved t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  nor-

ma I ty  extended towards women .

Tills p r e s c i e n t i f i c  s tage  of c r i t t i l t i o lo gy  was  c s s t 1  i; illv

devoted to m o r a l — e t h i c a l  th eot ’ i z i n g ,  w it i cli e v e n t u a l  I y r e su l  ted in

the development and g rowth oh ’ t h e  pen i tent iar) s~ st. i in t i m e  ea r l y

nineteenth—century Ant e r i  en The ~iel1 I t cut  i n  t v  was  :i p r o du c t  of

the development of a c a t i s a  I t h e o r y  of cr1 me wI t I cli  had a c o r r u p t

environment and l a x  upbri ng lu g  as the  root C I I I I S L ’S of cc i m it i na 1

behavior  (R a sch e , 1975 ) . t t i I e  of th i c  e a r l  l e s t  m-e t c r e i i ~~es to thi e

female o f f ende r  i t  t h i s  t heo r y  ca m ite frott i t i m ’ . Cr 1  scou t I it I 82 3 .  I n

Ii is Report of t l i c  Society ’ fit r the Pr ev en t  on ‘ 1 I ’ n l l h i t ’  r i sun , li e w i  S

arguing for a proposed house of refuge . O n ’  01’ th e  cat egor I c’~ lie

V cited was tha t  oi :

d e l i n q u e n t  fe iti a 1 es , who ti re ci  t h i e r  too oi tt g, t o  l i t .  e
acquired h a b i t s  of f i x e d  d e p r a v i t y ,  ot~ t h i ;~ w h i n ’ c  I k e s
have i n  genera l  been v i r t u o u s , b it t who h 1 l I ~ op v i  L’ l~l~ 2 to
the s educ t ive  i n f l u e n c e s  of c o r r i t i t lISsici tes , l i n e
sudden l y to endu re the  b i t  tenicss of I ~i-; t i & ’1>ut , i t  i on  , :ind
arc cast f o r l o r n  and dest  I tute m i p o m i  a C Id (l id t i l t  I ci.’ I i rip

V 

pub l i c , fum i I of c o m p u n c t i o n  for t h e  i i  e r r o r s , n~ : m i . x i o ns

~~~~~~~~~~~~
- ,- - V . - V ’  
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to be restored to the pa ths  of innocence and use-
fulness [Rasche , 1975 , p. 16] .

Thi~. sort of causal theory may be c l a s s i f i e d  It S one

of environmental ism. When the peni ten t ia ry  id ea fa i led ,

environmentalism was seriously threatened.  One of the c h i e f

concerns of penal theorists was for the hab i tua l  c r i m i n a l

offenders , since recidivists desuroyed comple te l y the under~

lying theory for pen i t en t i a r i e s .  That som e men would  choose

to pursue cr iminal  behavior , when any “ r a t i o n a l  man ” wou ld  have

abandoned it , led to an interest in t ry ing to pinpoint consti-

tutional features which mi ght give clarity to why the choice

was made (Ra sche, 1975).

Search for C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Causes
F .

The second stage of c r imino log ical  research i n v o l v e d  t h e

search for const i tu t ional  causes and ref lec ted a beg inning

interest in the cr iminal  as an i n d i v i d u a l .  This  i n t e res t  was

roughly divided into two categories: interest in ( I )  ph y s i o log i cal

characteristics, and (2) mental  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  I t  w a c  the  hope

of theor i s t s , that  i f  large numbers of c r i m i n a l s  could he studied ,

certain i d e n t i f i a b l e  charac ter i s t ics  migh t  emerge w h i c h  would a l l o w

society to d is t inguish  the “ real c r i m i n a l s  from those  who offended

“by accident .” The most famous criminology researcher  of this

period was Lombroso , whose stud y of The Female O f f e n d e r  f i r s t

appeared in 1893. lIe sought  phys io log ica l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and

followed a school of thoug ht which  involved taking e l abora t e  c r an i a l
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measurements and study ing ph y s i c a l  a n o m a l i e s  to i d e n t i f y the

person as c r imina l . The female c r i m i n a l s , acco rd ing  to

Loinbroso , did not have anomalies  as often as male  c r i m i n a l s .

In fact , the women Lr i n u i n a l s  were not ph y s i c a l l y  very d i f f e r e n t

from “moral” women , except for prostitutes , who did show more

ph ysical abnormal i t i e s  than the nonprost i tu te  female c r i m u i n a l ,

and who lacked the “mother sense ” (Lombroso , 1920) .

After  much work , Lombroso was forced to admit that his

concept of the “born cr iminal ,” w h ich he deve loped  b y stud y i n g

male offenders , was rare anmong womem . h owever , when a fe ma l e

did fall into the category of “born criminal ,” Lonibroso stated :

Rarely is  a woman wicked  hut when she is she surpasses
the man . The cruel ty of the born female c r i m i n a l  is
more re f ined  and devilish , and she seek s “the full taste
of death”  in k i l l i n g  her enemy . .. she is , in  sho r t , a
monster [ Lombroso , 1920 , p.  1521.

Moreover , the female “born c r im i n a l ”  wa s a doubl e exception , since

criminals  were an exception among c i v i l i z e d  peop le , and w-omnen

cr iminals  were an except ion among c r i m i n a l s  ( Lombroso. 1920) .

That Lombroso is remembered for h i s  unprov en assumpt i on i s  too

had , perhaps at least for the stud y of female  o f f ende r s , h e shou ld

be remembered for h is  at tempt to show that  female  d e v i an c y  d i f f e r s

from male deviancy .

Lombroso was not alone  in h i s  search for ph y s i o l o g i c a l

characteristics of female criminals. Most notabl y’ , Mat thews , in

1923, studied the female criminal by viewing the phy sical size and

development : Burtin, in 1925 , looked at the sexua l  deve lopmen t  of

“c r imina l ”  women ; and Seagrave , in 192c , t i t i l v : e d  the  i l l n e s s e s  and

_ _ _  V V~~ - J
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di seases of c r i r t t i n a l  wo m en.  A l  I three  persoti s w e r e  s e a r c h i ng

for causes i t t ’ c r i m i m i n a l  i t e  i i i  wot ten but  few d e f i n i t e  f ac to r s

w c r e  discovered ( S m m i i t h , 19( 12)

Meanwlii Ic .  othe r r e sea rche r s  were stud y i n g  the  m t i cn t a l

V a t t r ibu tes  of fem ale of fenders  in a t t e mm i pts  to connect d e l i n -

qu ency wi th  mental  a b e r r a t i o n s  or d iseases .  The best s tudy  took

place at Bedford h i l l s  Refo rtm m atory by l’~e i d en s a l l .  ~ihie Pu b l i s h e d

her report on The M e n t a l i t y  of the C r i m i n a l  Wot t ian i n  19l ~~. In

general , she found that  tile c r i m m t i n a l  wotn an tended to b~ s low to

comprehend ins t ruc t ions  and thus tended to ct  l ) l i f l d l V  without

co iprehension . P i th t r a i n i n g ,  ttt n n y  wo m t ten were  tib Ic to l e a r n  to

be e f f i c i e nt -  at t he i r  work ; conse quen t ly , We i de nsal  1 e c t r c l u d e d

F 
that when t h i s  t r a i n i n g  was unde r t ak en , then the p r o b l e n  of h o w

to deal w i t h  the cr imina l woman would  be so lved  . i t t  s ho r t  , she

stated :

The resu l t s  are of i r ~ C i t i ip or t anc e  b o th  to w o i’l ~crs w i t h
mental  tests  and to p r a c t  i a 1 penn t~~ 1st s i~ho seek to
m d  i vi dual i ze punish m ent in such a t anne r  i s  t o  : vet the
needs of the offender as w e l l  as the  t it V~~ d5  o f the  o f f e n s e
[ We i d e n s a l l .  1916 , Prefacel

The f i n d i n g s  that  a large prop ort  i o m m at ’ t h e  t ’
~ ~ ale crit u i m t l s

c o n f i n e d  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were t i t en t a l  ly  del ’ i c  1 ~‘rm t w:s e i 1p o r t c d  by

Spaulding in 1923 and the Gluecks  in  1939 . h o w e v er  , i t SOOn became

c lear  that  the subnort ;ta l i n t e l l i gence found i n  t h e ~ c’ t md it’ s tcc ml’  not

a c t u a l l y  re la ted  to c r i m i n a l i t y ,  but to i n s t  i t ot  i on:m l I :t t  ion . •V\ 5  
~~

resu l t  of t h i s  f in d i n g ~ the s tud ies  of eonst  i t ot  ien:t l factors b e c ame

more caut i ous over tile years .  F e rn a ld  i n  192( 1 , ‘ i i  CX tIlll l l l C , foun d

two i n  uences w h i c h  seemed to  be related t a  Ic titti 1 e d c l i  uq uency

____________ — —- — 
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poor economic background and lack of education or training;

and “a somewhat inferior mentalit y .” Fernald warned that these

conclusions had not been tested against a general population , V

and so it was not known to what degree tha t  it occurred within

the general non-del inquent  populat i on . In further stating their

f i ndi i~~s , Ferna ld and her associates stated that  no one fac tor

was responsible for a person becoming d e l i n q u e n t , bu t rat h e r  i t

was likely to be a massing of factors in such a way as to disturb

a more or less unstable  i n i t i a l  a d j u s t m m r e m m t  ( i , e r n a l d , 192n ) .

A MU 1t 1causa1~~~ p~ O ach to_Crime

h ernald’s study (1920) was the for t  runner  of the  t i l i rd

F 
stage in the stud y ot ’ female c r im i n a l s .  By the  1930 ’ s , e r i u - ’

was seen as a product of both cons t i tu t i onal ,AImd env i ronmm i enta l

factors .

In n o n s c i e n t i f i c  circles , one of the most d i s c u s s e d

en viro m ,j en ta l  factors was the sexual fr eed eV ;t  t ha t  women had found

in World War I . In 1931 , Cec i l  III shop , a S:ot land Ya rd veteran ,

observed that  t ime  crime ra te  was “a p p r e c i a b l y  h i gher ” in England

than i t  had been pr ior  to World  P a r  I .  A c c o r d i n g  to h i s  in terpre-

t a t i o n s , women were  l a rgely  r e s p o n s i b l e  for  t h i s  increase  i n  c r ime .

He saw the woman ’ s movement as r e s u l t i n g  in  more womm m en becom ing

“c r i m i n a l l y  minded , ” a “be t te r  c la ss ” wo tm ma n t u r n i n g  c r i m m m i n a h  Im mor e

o f ten , and women be ing  i nvo lved  in  s exu a  1 mmi i sdcmtre anors at a younger

age than ever before .

i)u r ing  t h i s  period the work of Freud a l s o  appeared . I l l s
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work is offered here , not as much for d e a l i n g  w i t h  the m u l t i -

causal approach to crime , bu t for explaining the con te x t of

how women were to be looked upon in  the coming years.  The

Freudian theory of the pos i t ion  of women incorporates  psycho-

logical and social-structura l factors .

Freud viewed women as anatomicall y inferior- -they are V

destined to become wives and mothers and this is
admit tedly  an infer ior  d e s t i n y  as bene f i t s  the i nf e r i o r
sex [Cr i t es , 1976 , P•  1 7J .

The root of the inferiority is that  women ’ s sex organs are

infer ior  to those of men . The g i r l  assum es that  she had lost a

penis as punishment , is t raumat ized , and grows up envious and

revengefu l (Freud , 1932). Wi th in  Freud ’ s framework , then a

woman becomes “deviant ” because she is s t r iv ing  to he a “m an . ”

She is aggress ively  rebel l ious  and her drive to accomplish is the

express ion of her long ing for a penis ... a hopeless pu r su i t  tha t

only leads to neurosis (Freud , 1933). Freud ’s exp lanation of

female criminality, hia~ed as i t  was , con t r i b u t e d  much t o  stemnming

the t i d e  of the feminis t  e v ; h u t i on which  Bishop  alluded to in the

early 1900 ’ s and Freud ’ s work strongly influenced writers and

pol icy-makers  from then u n t i l  the present W r y .

By far , one of the tmtost  i n t e res t ing  s tudies  from t h i s  period

was that  of the Dutch l awyer , E u g e n i a  Lckk erk erker , who visited the

U n i t e d  States in  the late 1920 ’ s to stud y fe male  r e f or m a t o r i e s .

11cr report , pub ! i shed in 1931 , traced the growth of separate refo rma-

to r ies  for women , gave length y descr i pt i ons of those i n s t i t u t i o n s

which  she v i s i t e d  and their  programs , and made some i n t e r e s t i n g  

-V 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ---‘ ‘~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~V
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observat i otis . She repoi’ted that about Ira ! f a I :111 .. euicfl comm it s i t

ted to prisons or r e f o r m a t o r i e s  iii  t h c  f i r s t  s i x  months of 19 2 3

had he eti c o n v i c t e d  o f :

p r o s t i t u t i o n , f o r n I c a t i o n , ad u l t e ry . disui’ de r l ’. e om i d mi c t
or v a g r a n c y ;  i . e . ,  sex of fenses  wluch  in Iloli at td would
e i the r not be 1)1111 shed at a l l  , or won h d ra r~ lv  be
pun i shed w i t h  i mp r i  sonmt m ent

Fur thermore , she observed th la t  the U n i t e d  S ta tes  tended  to mm mcr g c

legal  and m e d i c a l  conce rmr ~ , se n d i n g  to the  refo r m a t o r i e s  not a l l  V

women who v io la ted  sexual  codes but P a r t i C ~~1ar l Y  those  s u f f e r i ng

from veneral  d isease .  I i i  scharge from 5OtitC i mi st I ti l t ioils It I nged on

bei ng “cured . ” She a l so  p o in t e d  out t h a t  a c t i o n s  b e i n g  t aken

agai nst  wottien were not aral id led by s i t t ti  I or act  t o n s  a g a i n s t men

in  sex offenses.

Lekkerk erk er  w as  ahs o among t h t e  f i r s t  to  n o t e  t h a t  women

offenders we re of ten hand led b y “none r I mr m l  t t re t hod ~ and ci t i te r

g ranted pr obat i o n , d i s n m i s s c d  , or t u r n e d  ~ver  to pr i i , ~t e a V ~e t l c i e s

or g iven ~~perv 15 ion w i tho t it  any  f t ’ nia 1 cony ct I on . S I c  ~- : iw two V

fac tors  a c c o u n t i n g  ( ‘or th i ~. : (1) tire ta ct that ofl ’i c i a  I s lies i t : i t ed

to send mmi i nor o f f e n d e r s  t t~ t h e rcfo rmtl:itorv , and ( 2 )  t h i , r t  s exu a l

del i n qu ency was not  sen on: ly cons ide red a ‘i ne

Wh i l e  the  work done b y Ke k k c r k e r k c r ’  V~~~~car s  to h a v e  be e m i

worthwh ile , i t has received less attctlt I til l t’*.J t) t~ iit’C (l to a at r t d v  d o t t e

by She ldo n an d F l ea n o re  G l u e c k  i n  1934. ‘t h e  ( ; l i m t ’ i’k s  :ltiv;, t ~~ 2 the

m u l t i  causal  and cn ip i r i  cal ap p r o a ch e s  t c r 1  HO I J O )  i i \  - 1 h ey  st u d  icd

over 500 cony I c ted wom tten and a I so c u m i d r i c  t ed (
V
() I l w  - t i p  st ad i es for

y ea r s a f ter  t h e i r release . ‘I ’he i n conch  us i o t i s  i m t ~I i  c a t  i’d t h a t  t r t e r m t o  I
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i n f e r i o r i t y ,  eco not mm ic hardship , l ack  of lucati ott , and fatmti ly

instability , all played a par t  in s e t t i n g  the stage (‘or a

woman to behave ~r i n m i n a l l y .  Faced wi th  the fact  t ha t  p r i s o n s

we re fu l l  of t h i s  type of w oi mm an , the y went on to asser t , it

V w as amazing that  even a smal l  proportion of t hemn were a c t u a l l y

V rehabi l i ta ted .

The Gluech , also p r e d i c t e d  tha t  the “u n f o r t u n a t e  social

her i tage ” of th ese cr i mi n al wo men w o u l d  p robab l y  he handed dow ’~

to a new gen eration , for a majority of tire smm hj ccts had children ,

bot h l eg i t i m a t e  and i l leg i t i m a t e , and a lmost  80 percent of the

mothers were i nd i f f e r en t , i f  n ot h o s t i l e , to t h e i r  off sp r i n g

( ; l ue ck and G lue ck , 1934) . l i l t i n g  a t lye year  f o l l o w - u p  s tud y ,

most of the women seemed to do a l i t t l e  be t t e r .  The G i t m e c k s  did

I not a t t r ibu te  th i s  to the i n s t i t u t i o n  or the parole sys t em but

t hey concluded that  the ref ormm m was more c o n t i n g e n t  on the “clis-

V p o s I t i o n  of the o f fender  to re form , ” an idea w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  b e i n g

tal ked about today.

Nut uh ers and Of fenses  Stage

h a t i n g  es tab 11 sited that the app roach to cr1 mmmc caus i t ion

should he m u l t  i cau sa l  , c r i n r i nolo g i ca l  researchers be rn !.sp ect i m b

more c lose l y v a r i o u s  aspects  or fa c to r s  of f e m a l e  c r i m n i n a 1 i t ~’ .

Thus , the fou r th  stage , c a l l ed the numbers and o f fenses  s t age ,

be gan . More snm a 11 ~ca l e s t u d  ics were d e vo t e d  t o  r ep o r t i ng and

anal y z i n g  t ime  t ypes  of c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  b y w ott t en , r r ~~~ w e  11 as

attempt iri g to exp la in wIt ,,. s i g n i I’ i a n t  lv fewe r women we m e c r i m i n a l  i v
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adjudicated . Researchei ’~: becat n e i nt e r e s t ed  in  t r y i ng  to

V explain certain va r ia t ions  between ti -r e p a t t e rn s  of f e t t i a l e

and male c r i m i n a l i t y ,  such as ar ~e of peak c r i m i n a l i t y , types

of cr imes,  and so on. For examp le , C a s s i t y  in 1941 asser ted

t .at age of peak c r i m i n a l i t y  was related to psycholog ical

V developments. “Male incidence of fel ony crimes reaches its

peak between the ages of s i x t e e n  and t w e n t y - f i v e , f emale  crimi-

n a l i t y  was found to peak much later , from ages t w e n t y - s i x  to

t h i r t y . ” Ca s si t y ’ s exp lan at i on wa s tha t

- 

, 

woman is in her fu l l  bloom of a t t ract iveness  in her
early 20 ’ s , and as a consequence du r ing  those  yea r s ,
she is least beset b y the  emotional  f rus t ra t~.ons
which she beg ins to experience af ter  25 [ R a s c h e , 1975 .
p.  23] .

The fourth stage of research cul m ina ted  i n  l~)5() wi th

ti -r e p u b l i c a t i o n  of The Crit sitmal ity of Wonmr cn by Otto  P o l l a k .

Pol lak asserted that  the d i f f e r e n c e  in num rtb er of males  and

females involved in c r i m i n a l  b e h a v i o r  was  not as great as o f f i c i a l

s t a t i s t i cs  would seem to indicate. The disparity may be attri-

buted to the “ irasked” q u a l i t y  of women ’ s c r imt le s , wir i cli i s a

func t ion  of woman ’ s role in soc i e ty ,  the p s y c h o l o g i c a l  co mtm p one n ts

of femaleness , amid ce r ta in  i y ’sical  ( ‘a c tor ’s , l ie f u r t h e r  asserted

tha t  the rm tan y m ml i sconcept ions  concern ing  fer ’t ~i h e  c r i m  I n a i l  ty were  due ,

in part , to man ’ s sheer i n a b i l i t y  to u n d e r s t a n d  woman , and , in par t

to man ’ s s e l f -decep t ion  r e g a r d i n g  womn an because of an unw~ 11 l ugne ss

to grant her e q u a l i t y .

P o l l a k ’ s work provoke d a new and s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to

t ,m a l e  o f f ende r s .  ‘J ’he s o c i a l  role and s o c i a l  s t a t u s  of f em a l e

- ~~~~~~-~~~--- V ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -
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o ffenders began to be taken in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in  a t t c c 1 t to

analyze the d i f fe rences  between m a l e  amid  femtma le  c r i m t m e s .  T h i s

also lead researchers in the 1960’ s to qu es t ion  the s o c i a l

system of females  in reformator ies  and p r i s o n s .

Womnen ’s Prison 5 t i , ~~

The type of work provoked by Pal b k  lead to the f i f t h

stage of research cal led the wot tm en ’ s prison s t ag e .  bot sen ’ s

prisons had in many ways been more h )F0 2 rc~~-~ I e and i u n o v a t  j ye

than had those for nmien . Sommt c exa ntp les  a t e :  t h e y  w , , r e  t i r e  f i rst

to be operated on the “open sys tem ” , i t o  h i  ~h w:m u s  ar  r o u n d i n g

them and greater in te rac t ion  with the out s i l t ’  coi i t m t wm n t v) ; they

were the f i rs t  to develop real classi fi c V i t lou ;i: vtlia I s an d t reat-

ment program s wh i ch were i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r i e n t e d : t hey  w e r e among

the f i rs t  to reduce idleness  throug h e A t e n - i ~~e w o r k  am i d t r a i n i n g  V

programs ; they sought to provide not on I v  ho i c OL a dci i i  I c  A 
V

vocational education , hut “ soc ia l  educat  ion ” as ~e 1 1 : and t h e y

were the f i r s t  to operate s o - c a l l e d  “dab ’ p a r o l e ” C 01k’ r i can I’ r i  son

Association , 1954) .

h owever , u n t i l  the 196(1 ’ s , n~ si g u i  f i  can t  rc ’-.c V t i ’ci i  h ad been

done regarding the in te rna l  s t ruc ture  of wo i tten ’ s p r i s o n s .  ba i rd  and

Kassebaum ’ s Women ’s Pr i son : Sex and S o c i a l  S t ru c tu re  lll t(, 5 ) and

Giallombardo ’s Society of Women (1966) were ti-re f i r s t si g n i f i c a n t

American studies to he done . Ward and K~m s s eba u mtm found that segre-

gation from the f a m i l y  was the most severe d e p r i v a t i o n  I ’ m’ women in

pr ison , whi le  G i a l lom h am ’do  observed t i - r a t  l a c k  of he t e ro sexua l  r e l a t i ons

~~~~~ - V~~~~~~~~~~~
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was a Par t ~CU b r  hardship. R ot h st r md ies t’iaumt d  1 . 1  v I liii t

homosexual i ty  served to soothe  1)0th of these  dep r i  v a t  i omi ~-. .

Their f i nd ings  po i n t  to a vas t  di f f cr e nce  ~l w e d  thc Soc I a l

St ructure in women ’ s p r i s o n s  and t ha t found i n  mtt o Ic  r i  y , , ) t i s

‘ where homos ex u a l  i t y  i s  g e n e r a l l y a b r u t a l  I :  ug factor’ im ’ m t h e

experience of i n it iates.  Be l l , in h i s  book S o c i a l  b e v i a n c e  ( l ~) 7 1 )

states that wom r te n are rare 1 v forced  i n t o  holtmose,\ :I I m’e l o t  ons h r i  ~
I t forms more from an attetmtpt to adapt  to pm’ i son I i  fe and aid the

V female inmate to hove a ‘‘fanit i ly ’’ wh l i e  t i n p r i s o n . ‘lb ~ ~~ ‘p ; t  r a t i o n

f rom fami ly  is often severe and most distur b i m i g to tire woman in

prison .

St imd .1 es on the V i o lent  — Prone !‘emm r a l v  O f f e n d e r ’

-I

i~1 St ud ies focus i rig a im t he v i l e n t  f e mm ia b e  o f t  code r ii cc

genera l ly  of t w o  types .  One type  is  where  r e s e a r c h  hu t s liven (lone

oui violence and u s u a l l y  a p o r t i o t i  of the  s t u dy  w i l l  tni ent i omt the

V v io len t  female o f f e n d e r .  ‘I’he other  t~’ pc of r .o i ’l~ d e a l s  !~l r ) I ’ C  w I t h

des c r i b i n g  sen - - at iona l  t i t t i rd e rs  in  w h i c h  the  w o r i e t i  w e r e  t h e  r i f t  d i i  -

V ders and are reported in a st ie  much 11 l~e ii ster \ i c e  1 ” - .

‘ri-re s tu dy done b y Pol b k  in I ¶)hO ~~ I lvii l i e  i ’ r i t i a  l i l y  of

Wotnen , devotes one chapter  to c r i m m i e s  a g a i n s t  t i r e  o r - . in o r  r i m  i ch

four pages address  h o m i c i d e  b y f a a - t i e s .  ‘ i ’ J ui s sect i ’s .‘~~~
- c u r t  lot

deals with women u s i n g  1)01 son OS tile I r ~ f avo i ’  I I c  s l a i n . ” U the r

a t t en t ion  is g i v e n  to t I c  i o h e n t - p m - o t r c  t e i t l e  t C r i - iu ~’1ni r r t  h i s  book ,

but l i t t l e dcsc r i  lit io n of t i me  c h a t ’ at ’t  ‘a u - i s t  I vs  i t  1 ~ l a b  t i l t  f ’et r t a be

is  revealed , i ,  h i s  l’ i n d i n g s  l o t ’  a l l  f ’e t u u a l c  ot ’ i ’e m u1k ’ t ’ s ’~t r md i cd . he 
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s t a t e - - t h a t :

age is a f ac to r , wont o n c om nrm m i t t  i ng cr 1 t trCS at a I su er
age than muo n : muor e . 1 0 1  1 c r i m i r i n : r l s  are nra r’r I c i  t h a t r
t mi a le cr itti m a  is  ; the c ritt rinal ii ab ii i  t y ‘at’ 5 0 ( 1
working  i n domnes t i c  s e rv ice  scents to Cu e r e l a t i v e l y
hi gil and wot r ien w o r k i n g  i n t a c t  oi’i es re 1 a t  i cc l  y I ow

intelligence tests revealed that r,’mita 1 detect 1 VeflCS5
is more pronounced aitmori g certain types at’ fe rru l e
offenders  than  among ot I t e m  s , espec I s r  l i v  si ren  c orupa r  i r ig
prost  i tu t es  to o ther  f ernra  1 e iun t a t e s ;  and N e~: roe S I l l  C

a higher c r i r t m i n a l i t y  than  w h i t e s  [ l ’ o l l a k  , I9:~h , r •  1 1 8 1.

( h i s  study mn ar ked a b e g i n n in g  fo r t h e  at t t d v  of tb ,  v i  ‘a! cut tea Ic

of fender , for others in te res ted  in tir - r esc:r t~ch .

I n l9u () , heirs i mrg . and chroedcr , in  t i - r e i n ’  hook Ilan i n c ide in

an Urban Commun i ty, devoted ri chaptc  r t o ( e t a 1 es s i c  v i  u - ,’d of

fe lonious  h o m i c i d e . Their  s tudy i n c l u d e d  a m i t y  t h e  c & u m i v i c t i on

rates , charges of WI) i cli they we ‘a conv ic t ed  and the  m it r - c m ’  p l ived

~~~~~~~ on proba t ion . These fac to rs  w ere  com pared 1 m ‘a I~~,e e  0 1 the

defendants. Again , the black race was ovet’rcpt ’esetlt ’il i t t  co i r t pa t ’i sari

to the i r  P011111 at ion in the genera l  com i t mum m i i t  y .

John Mc D onald  d i scus  vs the  ‘‘ t’et r , r  I c i t  i - dc r e r s ’ i t t  h i s h ook C

The Murderer and I l l s  V icti m (19 6 1)  . I l l s  f t  I mt ~~s i m i d  l v i  e t h at

female o f f e n d e r s  u s u a l l y  k i l l  the  ii’ 1rushuaud ~ , k - -, e r:~~~ r cli i [dccii.

ami d t i -ra t  the b l a c k  f e m a l e  l i c u u t i i c  i d e  o t f t t i d c r  t ’smt c mu i i  1 ide l buh i sm 5

V n e a r l y  t w e n t y - t h r e e  t i m e s  g r e a t e r  t h s m t  t i - re  ‘r i t e  t o t  i l - I t  i v  t ’e t m u r l e

hiommmici de offenohers. Iii choosin g l i e  ‘at ’;tpoml to u s e  f t y t o -  it ’ irI ~~id~~,

McD ona ld  stated tha t  wonie rt m i s c  k n  i c e -  m u Ll i v t -p  c ~ r a t  Iii ,’ m’ than Li u- c —

arms .

In l9(,~l , Wol fgang  p u m b I i  sired Stu d I t ’~~ _ I mu Cons u l ‘a i d e  , I i

a t t e m p t e d  to 1,rov id~ sac io bog ie r m l t-e’~-e srr ’CIm or, i t - i  oI’Ies a m ’ ho m u m i c i j e

Ik~L - V
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of fende r s .  lie found t h a t  i f ise and sex in  ‘, er ie ‘ a s !  s i t e

associated with aggression , then  h o m i c i d e  w a s  an exp licit

behavioral  fo rm of aggress ion . Males  p r e d o m i n a t e  i n  hat ti l c ide

stat i s t i c s , pro b a b l y  beca u se t h e female  h o m i c i d e  per ce n t a g e

is rel at i ve l y s tab le  ac ross different societies (Wolfgang,

1969). In regard to femmiale homiricid e rates , Wol f gang found the

average age of the female h o t ru i c ide  o f fender  to norr i t a l  b y be

higher than the average age of mmi ale homicide offenders . Satire of

the other variables that  W olf gang studied were race , b e v e l  of

in te l l igence , rtt a r i t al  s tatus and pr ior  c r i m i m i n a l  record of the

offenders. As in previous studies , little specific intom’ma t i on

on the female offender was g ive n ,  lie concluded that t i re  f i ’t t t a le

homicide offender  was probably b lack and tnarried . Other findings

were only for the homicide  of fenders  i n  general and i-rot u ddre ased

spec i f i ca l ly  to the fem ale.

The study done by M u l v i h i l l  and Tumnin  (1969) does descr ibe

the “typ ical” violent female offender. Their profih e included

the fo l lowing  descri p t i on : Women con i t tu i t t ed  to prison for hom icide

were 65 percent white , 25 percent black , and 11) p e r c e r t t  Mexican ;

tended to he of average to below average l i n t e l  l i g e n c e ;  cant o front

families in which thdre w a s  no reported c r i t n i r i a l  i t y ;  came from

unbroken homes ( t w o - t h i r d s ) ; were reported to have beet i s e x u a l l y

promiscuous or prostitutes (~ out of I D )  ; hiad serious’ b riiik lag

problems ; had v i r t u a l l y  no reports of n a r c o t i c s  use ; S i V I I V d i a g n osed

as having sonic type  ot ’ ps y c h o l o g ic a l di sab il i ty (O ~~ V ’ a L~ 80 percent  of

thes e women had l i m i t e d  y r  i t u r i r m a l  c a r ee r ’  . . . I . Compared to o ther

~
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~

V , ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -



of f ende r ca t e g o r i e s , h o tm m ic ide o f f e n d e r s  had : t h e  l east

rep orted f a n u i l y  c r i m n i r i a l i t y ;  ti -re lowest known i n c i d e m l c e  of

illegal sexual conduct’ the least extensive prior cm’itit inal

record ; been arrested later i n  l i f e : the l a rges t  pI ’ol)ort i on

of alcoholics; the smallest proportion of known nsirc ’a ics  us e~

the hi ghest percentage of e v i d e n c i n g  p s y c h o s i s .

The study also showed that  ti -re c o m i t t u i s s i o n  of h o m i c i d e

usual l y involved : ti -re womm ma n as sole P cr l ) c t r ato r ;  cli I ld r e i i  and

husbands or lovers as v i c t i m s  (over 50 pe r c e m i t i  : p r e n u t e d i t a t i on

in only one in f ive  cases: l i t n i t e d  use of ph y s i c a l  s t n ” a t t ~ t h i

because vic t ims were e i ther ’  hel p l ess (sm i ta l l  c h i l d r e n )  or i n  soitr e

way incapacitated (drunk , as leep , i l l ) ;  th e use of tm gun (one-

third)  and kn ives  or other household imrm p 1emne n t ’~ (one -t  I i i  i ’d) ,

This prof i le  g ives a ve ry  good idea front w h i c h  one c ami  v i e w  ti -r e

t yp i ca l  female h omicide o f fender .

Books are ti-r e SeCo n d  foru m of tmt a ter  I it 1 s ic  s i l l  su b I t ’ I i i  ~ I r

describes the v io l en t  female  o f fender  and arc not qu i t e  t h e  s a mu ue

as the studies prev ious ly  n i en t ioned .  iVi t h i n  these  hooks , the

female v iolent  offender  is  cas t  as a p b o t t  j u g .  scd t mct  icc , b r u t a l

nmr mrde r e s s who is  out to ci ther get money or m’e ’~ et’u g e .  li re i ) OOkS

would be class i lied by th i i s  r e se arche r  as f a l  11 ug somewhe re between

f i c t i o n  and empi  m’ ical  r esearch .  t I n t  i i  recc t ’m t l  ~ , t he u ’ i s t i o r i  ty of

m a t e r i a l  purpor t ing  to descr i  be t h t u ’  f ema le  m mnmi ’ d e ross  s im s  of t h i s

type.

The book . (‘rinte of__Passion ( 1958) written by I ) e r i  ck Goodman

provides  some ins i g it t  i n t o  t h i s  form of 1 i t c r :m t u r e  . l ie dL ’ - c m ’ibe s  

V 
~~~~
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ei ght d i f f e ren t  murders  and how they  occur red . A port  ion of

h i s  in t roductory  paragrap h o f the fi  rst murder  i s I mmd i cat i cv

of how the en t i r e  book reads :

I t  was the m orning f Ma rch t h e  17th , ~i 1~5 . i t  1 . 5 1 5

s t i l l  cold f or th e t i me of year hut the n a m ing  sun-
l igh t  was a imiute promise to Parisians , that Sp r i n g
was on i ts way . Spring , w hen a y oung t i tan ’ s f a n c y
turns  lightly to thoughts of love . in ten day ’ s t h e ,
Bernard M our cot was thinking , F e l i x  B a i 1 I ~’ , h i s  bes t
f r iend , was going to tnarry the g i r l  of h i s  c h o i c e ,

- - Mon ique Lommibark , you ng h b o nde , beaut i fu l , a perfec t
match for the gifted y o i u u r g  m n e d i c a l  s tu d et u t ,

V 
Another  w r i t e r  who provides  an e x c e l l e n t  e x a m r r p i v  of t h i s

- 
‘ form of ‘‘research’ ’ i s Le on su ed ( r  ibh Ic . i i i  s book , Such iV ot u ien Are

l) eadly (1969),  des cr ibes  t w e l v e  cases of mu i urder  hr  f e r u u a l e s ’ .  h i s

premise in writing the 1)00k was  to show “that  t h e  f e t u ra l c  of the

species is more dead ly  than  the m a l e . ” t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of why

t i - ’ otireui murder , supp osed ly  b sr se t b on fact  do not contribute much

to the unders tand ing  of the  category of women who are v i o l e n c e  prone.

Other authors por t ray women who murder  in  muc h  the  same way .

The mater ia l  con ta ined  in  such hooks does i-rot speak ~ f iueasursmble

factors  w h i c h  could he g e n e r a l i z e d  to a l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n . Yet ,

perhap s these books do descr ibe  how the  fema le  offender has  h i s t a t i -

cal l y been viewed i)y th e  l a rge  percentage  of w r i t  ems . L i i  i s  t r ea tmen t

t ray exp la in , in  pa r t  , why add i t  I omit I work  i m a s  not been done r mnt  i i

recent ly  on the  f ema le  o f f en d e r  and spec I f i  c a l  1) t he  b l e n t  -p rone

fe m a l e .

( :tmrre i-rt Tho o~~hit ~ on l -e t u ts i  I e Ut  I’ender s

The previous  review of the i i  t e r a t t i r e  has  s~h ’a~~ i n o w the s t u d y
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of uno nun ‘ s c r j u t  j u l  I i  t v  t r i m s  e vo l  ved and - n e  of t i e  w c i  I i s  S n h

the v i o l e n t  —pron e I’c’mnia b e . I n  an at tem rtpt to shuis - t .  L i L  ‘ae cii i ’r e f l t

emup has i s  is , i t  ca n he said m m m uch of ’ t i - r e  Cei t o ut  r a t  I on • t o

exp l a in  why f ema le  c mi mu t e i s  on the I i tc  t e a s ~’ - There ire ~t

l east two e x p l a n a t i o n - for the increase .  Two m e s ’ c s r l ’ c i L t ’ - , I -

Ad l e r , in her hook Sisters u i  Cri m e ( 1975) , s i u id  k i t  in S i  l i t  . i t t  lie r

1)00k Women arid Cr i r i c’ (1 9 7 5)  , present the  tw o  ex~n 1 au ra t I ot t  ~ t o  r the

increased c r i m i t i n s u l i t y  of women. Both authors 3 s ~ r e t  oh a bLa s t

soni c major  p01 n t s  : One , tha t  ti - re dau nt m a n n  t i-end i i i  t , ,  a ’ s c r i t i c

i s  tow ar d proper ty  and “whi t e -co l  h i m ’ ’  of I L  u ses  . notabl y I n t r ’ .~b s i ry

robbe r y ,  la r ceny , enmbezz l eu u ien t  , a m d f r au d  s second - ti nt c u - i  n r C  r at e

fo r both wonton stu d muon i 5 i’C 1st t ice to o~t~ On’r tin ] \ rat ha m’ m han

d i t  (e rences iii sno r al i t) ’  ( ‘the Christi an kcience ~lot n tot , A u c u - t 6 ,
‘ V

y 1 1 / 3 ) .

Adle r CX p  Ia us time i m i t ’ rca sod cm tnt i us  b i t  ~
— i n  s a :  it frotn a

‘‘liberation ’’ stand point. 8he mainta in s that t h e  ~ n c ja b rev. ulu t i o n s

b y women i n  t h e  1960’ s c , m n u s t ’ tb a “ tt r s m s c n t l  i t i i :at  I t t ’’ ~~t l v -  I I v  v t i s t l

and crimnin al behavior , w h i c h  s i m h s e ) I m e n t  l v . In - n t O  ti l t i t ’ l ’ t ’ S C  i t i

t ime frequen y and v a n i ty of t h e i r  c t ) m m d u u c t  l~~- a  I .  S l i t  u n u t ’ t i t i r

suggests tha t women ’s itv n i v c u m u e m i t  iii cr 551 - I. - c s i t ,  I i t  t l h h l I i t

recorded hi story hut the I r presence , s i -  i n  i s ’  t r \  leg I t  i,~ m e ct i v t u

has been over lo oked . 11cr ’ i u s i s i c  a s i a n ! )  1 0 m m  i i _ i  - u t ~~n , i - i  t i l v

t h i s  excerpt fr ont  he r  1)00k

When we d i d  n ot p ernt i t  wot t ien to a i mum S i )  l i n t -  h e a t ’i r e s  , t h i ’
female drownin g rate wsm s p u t  i t o  lo is . hi nt  w - -~ f l  i t t - r e  t i o t
permitted to work as i - a t r k  t e l l  era u 5 1 : 1  p  u t - - i s h u t  , the
e m bezz l emuc ’n t  ra te  w a s  tow . Now i t  t u t u —  I t t  t I n t - i s  amid
hehol d—— ’..- )R - t i arc people , l u s t  s i s  t I nk ;Si I t  l i i  s ’ b h i i  5

-
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other people , and in s t  as prone to vi  ( ‘Id to  t e t t u b ) t : r  t on.
What is nuore , when women are subj ec t ed  to t i r e  sar rue
stresses and strains , the sante aggressive lif e s t’ ln- n
that men had been under traditionall y , we find that riot
only do heart a t t a c k s  inc rease  am ong women , hint also
criminality, demonstrative of stress and a g g r e s s i o n
[ i .  57J .

Because of the “ l i b e r a t i o n” of t h e  fem tm ale  gendet ’ , A d l e r ’ i n srin -

t a i ns that  thousan ds of w om incn are stepp i n g  across  t i -re  i m a g i n a r y

boundary which  once separated c r im es  i n to  “m a s c u l i n e , ” i ~e ,  ,

homicide , armed robt ’cry , agg ravated a s s a u l t , e t c . ,  s r ttd “ l et l t i n i n e . ”

i.e., prostitut i on , shoplifting, etc. As ii r e s u l t  of r h i ~ “newl y

• acquired freedom , ” the  fem a l e  cr im i n a l  has  begu n to f i~~ht fo r her

p lace in the world  of crime , and like her leg ititt ua t c’ -bsu sed counter

part , knows “too much to pretend , or ’ m ’e t u r n  to her  fo ni t r er  ro le  as

a second—rate c r i m m i i n a l  conf ined  to ‘fe m i n i n e ’ cr ’ i mu ucs ” t At t l er , 197 5j .

A d i f f e r e n t  e x p l a n a t i o n  of womu m en ’ s incie,,: ;e f ci’ i un rin a litv

is put forth hr Rita Simnon . She sees t h e  i t t c m ’ e s - --e s l a  op) u r ’t u n ]  t y -  -

i .e , , she contends tha t  the number  of w a T s o n  i n  t tu e  1, 11 1cr m a r k e t

has had more to do w i t h  cn i  mmt i mm l i t  v t h a n  t h e 5s ’ V~ nr ‘ utn a ’. t iuut ’t r t . As

those o p p o r t u n i t i e s  become ui tu r e  ~ 1 ent i fu I , w o n e n  ‘ ri i ci pat ion i i

larceny , f r au i b  , entibe :1 etnen t , and o i l i er  I i  non  c I 1 sri ~i ns Ii  i t o  — c o l l a r

crime increases . An d , on t li e o the r i r a u i d  , s m a  5 1 5 ’S - t i  t f l  c i ’ is- l ab o r

force in greater p r op o r t i o n s  , as t h e ’  m c 1 1 m i m’e t n ’ c ’e sk I i t s  t hrough

edumcat I ou m .m 1 and occupa t I omit 1 training, and as t h e y  re5 t u ~e st o re

generous fin :mn c j ul cotnpensat l o u  , ttit ’ i r SOu Se i t  t r i o -  I t’,it i Out , the mu ’

feel ings of b e i n g  v i  et i t u t i z e d  • and t h e I r  sense  a t ’ j ) V r t i~~t~ lt’ssness

diminishes (Simon , 1~~7 t ) .

S imon p t m t s  f o r t h  a n o t h e r  exp l a n a t i o n , w i m  i d -  Ad her p r o b a b l y
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concurs w i t h , fo r the increased cr j m uu e  ra tes  for  ~si:en , S im o n

points to the diminishing “ch i val ry ’’ factor of the i ri m u r i n a l

Just ice  System as another reason for the i n cr e a s e d  repo r Led

c r i m i n a l i t y  am ong women . Wh ether t h i s  is a r e f l e c t i o n  of

ac kn owle dg ing the fem n r in is t  i n f l uence  in f i gh t in g for equ a l i ty

on all fronts , or the acceptance on behalf of tire C i ’i mrui n al Justice

System that too much crime I s be ing  co i m it mn i t t ed  h ’ i ’c r i s i  l os  and i t

must be controlled , is a mt ia t ter  for debate from ir o th  a u t h o r s  and

the i r  supporters.

These two authors  represent the crux of t i - re  c u r r e n t

emphasis on fcriiale c r i m i n a l s  today . ‘l Ir e i t tup act of t i - re  work  done

throughout history has served to awaken anew ti me it it er est i t t  the

V 
female criminal , principally out of the need to l r q e I ’t u l l v  f i n d

solutions to t i -re increased c r i t i t i n a  I i t y  of w o n t o n . Roth A d l e r  and

Simon see the solution to the increased f e m m u s t t e  cu ’ m n u i i n . i i t y  s i s

coming after understanding the factors w h i c h  n a y  ~ s u n u ’ —e sonic womtnen

t o become c r i m i n a l .  The u l t i m a t e  reason is m ost pi ’ o h a h l n  comt ipl cx--

the so lu t ion  w i l l  come onl y a f t e r  add i t  i u r u s i l  - i  n i t  ; m mn d s i t u b v s  i s  of

the findings. En order  to expand one are .  , t It o  i i o l t ’ , i t  t cttu~i to .

t h i s  paper w i l t  d e sc r ibe  t h e  V L O l e f l t - p t ’ O f l C  I t  ale w i l l )  d Insimli m tted

murder .
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This  stud y presents  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of ‘ l i e  “ t y p i ca l ”

fem ale murderess conf ined in  the coree u n i t  of the ‘I’ exa s  liepart-

mont of Correct ions i n  F ebrua ry , ls l T S . ‘lo d e v e l o p t i r  i s  d e s c r i p —

t I ye nuodel of the  v i o  t e n t  —pr o ne  feun si be . t w e n t y —  r n ’cn ca r l  s i b  I es

were used . ‘i’hese v a r i a b l e s  s o me  ,‘, 1  dcii i t -ito t I r e  s i x  m a j o r

categories  u sed m y the  V [  cxs i s  i ) c j u a u ’  5 ’, t t5 ’ t u t  n i l  Co r roc t Ions  f an - the

classification of i nitiates. It t c~ e categories a t e :  ( 1 )  detunograp hic

cha rac te r i s t i c s , (2)  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r ’ i s t i c s , ( 5 ;  p r i o r  c r i t i u i n al

behavior , (4 )  educ a t i o n an d i n t e l b i ~~enee , ( S l  i m u s t i t u t i u n su l  infor-

mation , and (6) current  of fense  i n f o r m m u a t i o n .

The info rtt m ation for these  twenty- seven v s n r i s r h l e s  w a s

gathered from tile records o f f i c e  of the TeXas [t e 1u ~~m ’t n u e n t  of Correc-

tion s located in h u n t s v i l l e , Texas. A l i s t i n g  of ti -re t w e n t y - s e v e n

va r i ab le s  is con ta ined  in Table  1. F ronum t i le ana ly s i s  of these

variables , a descri ption of ti -re “typ i c a l ”  f e i m m a l e  n rn nu i ’de res s  c u r r e n t l y

incarcerated in Texas w i l l  he made .

The popula t ion  cons 1 st s  of s e v e n t y - t h m ’ ec f~ t ti ~i l e s  comi c  i cted

of homicide  who are c u r r e n t l y  i n t i re  Texas f l c p a r t m t n c m r t  of Co r r ec t i ons .  V

T

They represent the e n t i r e  p opul  a t i  on c o n v ic t  o~i f t h e  C r  i nc of mn ur i le r

who are pre s~cn t l y he ld  at th e Gor ee thin  i t  of  tine i V i_. \ t i~~ l i l a  rt nu n emn t of

Cor rec t i ons .  A t  I f cm uusm b e s  cony i ete d of n m u r d c r  w e r e  not  s t u d i e d , since 

- -• -.
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‘I’AiU .i; .1

L i s t i n g  of S t n u d y \ s u r i s j b l c s  l v  (sJ t egc i i

Category  ar  i sd

Race
County  of N a t i v i t y

i) emog rap h i c  CharacteristI cs C o u n t y  of ics I d e u n c e
Age s i t  ‘I’ i in t e of Com ic r ct I on

Inmate ’ a “ t a r  i t  i i  S t s i t t n s
he- i i  g i Q u a  Pro t o  m ’eu r Ce

Social Charrmct cu’i st ics ~n h i I I  t a r \ ’  kecord
1’ype ot E l i  s c i m s i r s ~e
State ilo s1 i tsu 1 ~:otnf  I m u o t n u c ’ n t  s

Nim inuh en ’ of I I s,, ‘ a I m - r .1 a I i
N un r m l u c r of I ’i t i c ’ — i n  Se  t ’c t ’u ri School
Num nh er  o i i  r u e s i n  t o t  ct -i t  ion h o m es

P r ior  C r i m i n a l  Behav 1 - N u r t i u h o r  of I i  tine s iii i t  - ‘n’ P r iSons
N uu r n b e r  of ‘ii su e s-s i n  - -

Nu u nr i , e r ’  o f ’ Sn s~ cu r d e t i  Sen t en c e s
Nunuhe m’ of ‘ii runes  on Pr oh:1t I i t

N u m i t i h e  r c) f ‘st ro t o  V l o l  s i t  I on s

V , , E d u i c r i t  i o n s  ~- Ins eveusteuu t l e v e lEd ucat ion and Intelligence - -I n t e l  1 t S e m i s  i i i  l i i i !

Seg u’e5: V t  IVO ( . 1  5 i ~~~~~ I f i c s n t i o n
l u n s t i  t n t  i onal  h r  f o r itna t i  on Se c u r i  i v  C l ss I t ’ i c ’, it  I ~ m n

Med l e a ]  C l ,  a s i  Ci c a t  ion

l ’ rc ’se un t ( 1 , ~~i t u i t i e  55
• Cou n t y  of C ~t m i  j Ct i o u t

Cu r ren t  Of fense  I r n for t n ia t  ion  P r e sen t  f r i  tune
S e nt ’
N i m t u u i e i ’  i t  l u — J e t  t ’ n i d s i n t t  s

i t  was felt that the  on e unit housed si repu’es;et l s i t  i t t  s im iupic . ‘I’h i

feeling was couli rtmt n- l l-~. t h e  w a r d e t t  at’ t i r e  f~~m’ec t h u  i t . wh ~n - - t  it t -t i

t h a t  , mf l  a i nm o s t  e q u a l  u mutmuber  of ’ i n m a t e s  u’.ot’e a t  t i n t ’ M i m i  n u t  \ ics

- -~~ -~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~ -----. ~~~~~-- --
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tin i t , w i t h the  except  ion  t h t s u t  t o r ’ e e  h n : i m n d  I t ’d ~ü uu ,~ w ho I l L ’ ~Jn

need of n u e d i c a l  c a r e .

The sample p opt i l a t  ion l t s i S  i d e n t  i fled ho us inn s o nl  \ V

those who lun d an s u e t  i i s r l  c o n v i c t i o n  of r t u u i ’de  r on m e l r r o c o u ’ d s — —

not necessar i lv  for tIn i s  c o u n v i c t  lo in . O the r  i t u i t s i t e s  l , i O

possibl y murdered som un e omre a r id  l a t e r  p l e a  P s i n i s t  i t ro d  t o  a le sse r

c l n s m r V V e  we re mm o t  i n c l u d e d  -s i n c e  i t  was  i t t u p o s s u h i :  t o  i d o r i t  i fv

t h u  - -~~ inmnrates from t h e  a v a i l  sub le i n f or n r a t  ion  cont ;i  i ru ed t i  t h e

records o f f i c e  of the Texas De 1u a r t u i r en t  of Cc t r e e )  I oil y

Agenc y  Set I m g

The d os  .u for  t h i s  s t u dy  were o h t s n i n c d  l iv  revlon. i u rg  t ine

records at t h e  Centra l I te cords  Of ’f i  cc of th e  Texas i i -psnl - t iurer nt  of ’

Co r rec t ions .  The in fo r t u t a t  ion  con t a ined  i in t i re  r ec or -ds n~su s com mu -

p i led  by checking local , state and f e d e r s i b  ~i nuII t ’c f i  lo s , n l l t ir

a d d i t i o n a l  personal  in i s to ry  data  he in oht a i t ied froi t u  due i n t t r a t e  ,

her f a m i l y ,  and h er loca l  co t nn nmn u n i t v  . Tire i t  st scores fo r  edu-

cat ionai  ac hu i e v e nm ne nt  and i n t e l  1 1  gence ic - s t -I s  wel -e a l t  u i  i t ~~i f roru m

t e s t s  g iven each inma te  upon entei’i ng t i re  ‘l’exa s  I) l’ i Soil SystCtti .

N o r m a l l y ,  t h i s  testing take-i p lsice w i t h i n  t h e  f i r - s t s t y  ~‘ t ’t ’ks of

c o t i f  i nem mt en t .

T ) i - l ’ i n i  t ion ~nt l u .

‘l ir e f o l l o w i n g  te i ’mm i s w er e  & i s , ,’u.I m m - i  ‘ J u l  - - limi t > . l i m e - a r e

defined here to  aid the reader in un d eu ’st sm m r~l imi ~ t lit ’ i o u u a comr n u ,’ct i ’J

w i t h  t h i ~ stud y mud to Inu ’ov i -1o clarity w h e m i  la k i n : .~ 1 t  t i s c ’  r e s u l t s  

—- -~ -‘- -- - -  - -— — 
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at-id f ind ings .

Cr imina l  h o m i c i d e - - A  re r son  know in g l v  c o n u m i t s  c r i t u n i n a l
homicide if he i n t e n t i o n a l l y , k n owi n g ly , r e c k l e s s l y ,  or
w i t h c r imnina l  negl igence causes the death  of am in dividual.

Criminal homicide is murder , capital murder , vo lmmnt ary itman-
s laughter , i nvo lun ta ry  mtn an slau g hte r , or c r i m u i n s u l l v  ir e g l i gent
homicide .
Degrees of murder in Texsus no longer exist. A person is
chargeable with  the  in tent  wi th whic h  he acted and the
intended consequences of h i s  a c t .  I f  he shoots sit one per-
son w i t h  n na l i ce  and k i l l s  a bys tan d er or t h i r d l C-r’S Oi i V he
is guilty of murder wit h -i malice , If he does u -rot act w i t h
malice afterthought under such circtum tms tam ice s , then he is
guilty of mururder without malice [Texas Annot ated Pensm l
Statutes , 1974 with current changes]

• Offender Classiurcation --The Liassifi cation Comnnnittee , as
soon as practica ble , shall c lass i f y a l l  p r i soners  acco rd ing
to t h e i r  indus t ry , conduct , and obed i ence in three  ( 3 )  c lass i -
ficati ons: Class I , Class  I I  and Class  I l l , which nm~uy be
changed by the ClassilM cation Connnmit t ee  at ai uy t i r tue  and from
t i me to t ime as in th e i r  op inion the cm rcumst -un ces may
require [Article 6184, V .C.S.}.

All inmates received at the pr i son are placed  in  one of the
V following offender classifications:

I .  F i rs t  Offenders  17-21 years of age
IA.  First  Offenders 22-25  years of age
lB .  First Offenders Over 25 years of age
T I .  R e c i d i v i s t s  17-21 years  of age

h A .  Recidivists 22-2 5  years of age —

JIB . Recidivists Over 25 years of age
IIC. 1-lah i tuals Over 25 Years of sige
I T ! .  h i gh Security R i s k s

Assignments of inmates to specific units is g e n e r a l ly  deter-
mined b y the Classification Committee in teru rms ol’ (fender
classi fication .

Physical E v a l u a t i o n  and C l i i s s i f i c a t  i o n - - A  com inpreh eri s I ye
phys ica l  eva lua t i on  is mn n a d e by the Medical im lre ctor of the
Texas 1)epartntent of Corrections. Each i n m a t e  i s  p laced i n
a mt te dical  class commensurate w i t h  h i s / h e r  ph y s i c a l  capabilities
to ilerfo r mu labor . The Med ica l  1) 1 rect or s h a l l  i a  vu. ’ t ir e  f i t - i a !
authority over medical  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of a l l  i n t u n a t e s .

Class 1-- l inre st r ic töd l~ork . T h i s  group g e n e r a l l y ~s comtn p o sed
of men under  40 years  of age who n a v e  no d i s e a se  c ur  p h y s i c a l
defect  which  prevents t h e i r  ass  i gr r n te nt  of any m%om ’k .

Class I l - - R e s t r i c t e d  Work , l ’huis  group g e n e t ’ a l l y  i n c l u d e s  nt erl

_ _  -- -- - - -  - -—
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between 40 and 50 years oli l , yout in  i l T  \ e a i ’ - . of 5 l , V e  or
younger) , smi ua li nret i (120 pounds or l ess)  , amid m i n u t e s
who are obese. Men w ino have m n r i l d  s t r u c t u r a l  de fec ts  w h i c h
cause si i ght inu p a l r mmn en t , men w i t h  old l’r a c t r u m ’ c s  or o t in e r
injuries wli i cli have healed , and maca i tir tt u i Id dog roes of
myopia (near-sightedness) are placed i n  t h n i s  group if ti-re
condit ion will i-rot he aggr vated b y work . Also , poorl y
developed men are somet i t n es  p lac ed i n th i s  c l a s s i f i ca t i on .

‘ Class Ill-—Light IVork w i t h  Men of I , ike  C l a s s .  This  group
gene ra l ly  i n c l u d e s  amen in  t h e i r  earl y f i f t i e s  wi n o sire in
good c o n d i t i o n  and have no s i g n i f i c a n t  ph y s i c a l  a b t n o r m t n a l i t i e s .
You nger men who have somnne phys i ca l  defects  w h i c h  l i r m u i t
apprec iab ly  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to do farmr m work , the  con d i  t ion  not
being aggravated by tha t  work , are in  t h i s  g roup .  Men w i t h  a
high degree of anyopia , correctable with g l a s ses ;  truer - i w i th  a
h i s to ry  of epi l epsy,  but whose seizures  arc infrequnent and
whose ep ilepsy is being well-controlled with antico nvuls smnt
drugs ;  mcmi  w i t h - i  a h i s to ry  of tuberculosis which has bee n
i n a c t i v e  for at least  f i v e  years ; metn w i t h  h n i s t o r v  of and
infrequent a t tacks  of as thma ; and amen w i t h  m i l d  a r t h r i t i c
problems .

Clas s T V - - l i g ht W o r k - - N o  Line Ass i gn m r e n t . Th i s  t -otup
generall y includes men past 60 years of snge and y tinger macn
who have ph ys ica l abnor ma l i t ie s wh i c h r , i n  the op i n i o n  of the
examining physic ian , m ake them -ui unfit for field work . This
would include men who have lost an aria , a leg, or t i r r ee or
more f ingers ;  men who sure s u f f e r i n g  from - i e a f n r e s s  of’ severe
impairment of v i s i o n ; nu u en w i t h  atrophy of one or rtrorc of the
ex t remi t i e s ;  men wi th  severe hyper tens ion , h e a r t  d i s o rde r s ,
severe e p i l e p s y ,  and/or any other d i seases  w h u i c i r  mumake then -u
unsui table  for farm labor.
Class V- -hl unt svu lie U n i t .  Th i s  grout) g e n e r a l ly  i n c l u d e s  a l l
seriously ill amen . Those who regularl y require m edical
attention which cannot be provided on other u n i t s  ~.- \ rt .
6löôx , V,C.S.j.

i l l i t e r a t e - - i g n o r a n t ;  uneduca ted ;  e s p e c i s i l l y  t n m n s m l d e  to  read
or w r i t e  [ ebster ’s Ncw World Dict iomi a~y, l P n 2 ] .

Educa t iona l  A ch i eve t n ent  L e v e l — - W h e n  m us e d  in  t i n e  c o n t e x t  of t h i s
study, ti-ic te rm re fers to ti-ic leve l of edmu cat l o n a  I such i C v C I u u e n t
that  t I re  init iate scored on ti - ic Ca I i  f o r m u i a E du t ’a I. I a n a l  At ’h i eve—
ment Test used by the Texas I ) c l n a r tm ml en t  ol ’ Correct ions

fn t e1 1~~ ence Q u o t i e n t - - W h e n  used in  t h r o  o i m n u m e x t  o f  t h i s  s tudy ,
V 

t h e  term re fers to t i - i c score g i v en  aN t i-i’ tal~ i n s  ‘Jut” R cv i  sed
l~eta TQ ‘i’est  used b y the Texas l ) e p a r t t t e n t .  01’ f r r r ’ e c t  i o u - i S  to
ascer ta in  t ime in te l  l igence  l eve l  of the i f l t n i s m t e s  . ‘ l i i i  s score
is used to aid i tu p lott  i ng a p rog r a ttr  f o r  t I r e  i n i tm a t e wi n i i  e ~ ri

~
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pr i son .

Stsr nd am -d ~-~i t t o : o l i t a n m  ~ t i  i s t  u c s m l \ t ’ t s u - - — N e f ~ s t o  t ! m e

areas de’- i m ; u i a t e d  be t i - i c  i t  - ~~~. Ul ’l’i cc o~ ‘ un n s u m L s , u . m t t  surnJ

Rud get n u : t ~ V r  m w - c t  i n n -  c u . - r t s n i t ’u t’c - d c - r s r  I g u t u . ’ e n m m i i - m m t  cr1 • a

t h a t  ar e  ~‘ } t s m m s c r er L~t i t ’ or  t i m e  m u s u t  i o n ’S u rb a n  c c ’ t s t ( ’ i’S
and the  sLui rlm u ’han c l u u s t e t ’ s that i ’ r s m I ’ o t m n L l  t hose  core
c i t i e s .  h i t l r i tr I L -x s is , t i - o r e  :r r e  t u ~c -n t y ’ - i i ’e fed o m ’ s u l  1’
d e s i g n ated sc’tropol i t s m n  l u c a s , s o m e  th s r r r a t lv  O t I L  t’ - - 1 ;u l
i n thc nsu t  ion .

‘I

n 
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The d a t a  co 11cc ted f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  S e t  C - mr m a 1 :,~ d rn

aim e f f o r t  to present  a t l e s c t - i  Pt ive p r o f i l e  ol ’ tire Ii- , it ’s

c on v i c t e d  of homu n i c ide  wino  a re  present  1’. c o m r f i  t ied i n  t~~c i i -ce

in i t  of t i n e  Texas D e p s n r t m n r e m n t  of Corn’ect i o n -  I n  amu s i t  t~~s ii L t to

J resent  these d a t a  and f i i - i i m n m ~s into sn sns i m j i le f m i ’ m a t  , eac h

van  s,mbl e WsL~ ~ lass i f lOt] s i c u .- u i ’d i ~u g to  one of c fo 1 1 ~. nut

ca t e~ or ie s  : ( 1 )  d e m mo s rap lu Ic c h a r  c tor  1st  r i s , (~~ ‘- c c  i : m l c i rar -

:u c t e n i st i c s , ( 3 )  p r i o r  u.’ r i u u i n a l  l,m eni ai-ior , (V I ) u.-Wucsr t r i i m i i  snnd

intel I i gence itn f u r r s a t i o r m , ( ( J  c u r m - e n t  a l ’ f c t r - - V c i t t  (a m - n u s i t  i i ,  s u m rd

-
‘ 

- (& j in st i t u t  i o u r a l  i n f o n  , t i  tin .

When look i rug a t  dettiogu’:j I , i c c i r s i u’ su c t  i - n - i st  i t  - i t  m e m ’ -;u mr s —

a researcher atte tn ijuts to  l~~i’ n t e soc i su l i I i t c n ’ c o m - u ’ t - i s u t  u r i s  b e t w e e n

the  study v s r r i a h l c s .  1 m m  t i i i s  s tu d y - . co t - n m i t t  I i -  o 5 t - : m u h - r i e  c t s s u t - s u c t c t --

i s t i c s  are d e s c r i b e d . I h e y  s m m ’ t t I r e  t i l s i  I e o l l m p u s i t  un m l ’ t i n e

i t u t u n a t e s  , t h e i r  ,r ~ e at t imtnc of cu nv id l o i n , 1 i r ~ c- i u n m t  s m I u.’m~sm I

i-c ’s idc nce , and cou nt y ’  of n a t  l v i  t y  of t h e  I t m u n u ; i t c - s  s t r n ~I i _  U .  ‘ I i m u . ’se

cat ego r i e s  ire also l i n k e d  v e r y  d l r ) s r ,’i~ t i  the - , o cu , ui cI tu’ ,u ct ei ’ is t ics

of t ime  i f l hr t a  tes by he i tug v e ry  si  m u  1 s i r  i n  r I e ’ ~c ci I i i  ~ time m ut ei’rc li t  I O i ls

of  the  i f l n m a t c~;

V I~si~~i a l  L O ! m m J i O s I !  i on

h l a t a  g a t h e r e d  tlui ’ i r u g  t i n  i s  -~t muu. I v u~ on i t . t V r n  i n  i - s c  r s I  tI i s t  r i  h s t  i o n  V 
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showed that 49 percent of the  i n t m s u t e s  w e m e  w h I i t , L - , - I t t  m e r c e m i t

were b lack , and 11 percent were  M e x i c a n - A m n u e r i c s n n , s r ’e se inte d

in Table 2. Thr~ ove ra l l  feni ra le  popu l5u t ion  in  the ‘I’exas ( lepar t -

mt m ent of Corrections , as of D ece m ber 31 , l i 7 u  wa , s  L~~sip ostd of

35.14 percent whi te , 53.02 pe rcent b l a c k , amid 11.8-1 perce n t

M e x i c a n — A m e r i c a n . It would  appear t ina t  tb - ic u~ i r  i t e  f e r u m s u l e s  mi 5 i \ ’

be over-represent  .J  in t ime  category of the  c r i i ’ of ri uui ’ t i e r .

‘JAB LE 2

R a c i a l  P requc n cy Di  sti ’i bin t r o fl

Nu mm iber Per Cent
R ace of ln mm nates  of fmnr a te s

5 — .

White 36

Bl ack 29 -10

~. 1cx ican -Amer ican 8 11

Total 73 100

I nm a~~~~~ c at C o n v i c t i o n

Table 3 presen ts  the age f’re q imenc y  d 1st u ’ i h u i t  r on i f  t i n e

inmates inc luded in t h i s  stud y at t i n e t i nc of co mmv u ct ion . These

inmates ranged in age f ron t  ei ghteen to  f i f t y - e i g h t  \ e a l ’s  . () v m ,t n ’

39 percen t of the init ia tes  were t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o ld  and ycumunger ,

32 percent of the initiates were b e tween  tn - ,- c ’ r n t y - s i  x t o  t h  i m ’tv  - s i x

years of age , w i t h  the  r e m a i n i n g  28 p e r c en t  of t i m e  i n tnn su t  es h i e i n g

over t h i r t y - - s i x  years  of age . The nne an age  of t he  t ’e a u s m l e  nh -i this 

~~~~~~
-- - -  
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study who c o n u t m m t t c d  h o m i c i d e  w a s  2 7 . 5  y e a r s  cml i i .

‘l ’\BLIi 3

Age Frequency L) i sti’ i but ion tn t Ti mute 01 Con y i Ct ion

Num nnber I’ cr Cent
of l nt n m a te s  of ’ I n m a t e s

18 2 2 . 7
19 2 2,7

20 5
21 4 5 .5
22 3 - 1 . ]
23 4
24 3 4 . 1
25 0

2 5
27 2 2 . 7
28 3 4 . 1
29 1 1 .4
30 2

- 
“ 31 2

32 2 2 , 7
33 3 ~1 . l
34 1 1 , 1
35 1 1, -i
36 2 2 . 7
37 2 2,7
39 3 1 , 1
4 ) )  1 1. -I
43  1 1 . 4
4-]  3 - 1 . 1
45 1 1 .-I
47 1 1 . - ]
4fl  1 1 - -l
51  1 1 , 1

1 1. -u
53 1 1, -I
54 2 2 . 7
55 1 1 . 1
58 1 1. - ]

‘Io ta 1 73 1 nO .9

- -

~
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Cou n ty  of Nativity

Table 4 pr .ents  t I re  c ’ i i u t t v  of ns ut  i v  i ty . l ie i-c i t

w in s  found that 38.3 pe rcent of the  i nn nn :u t e s  ca r r ie  fi ’ o m m n su s sin —

da rd nu uet rop ol  i t an  s ta t  i St ida  I ar ea ,  2 8 . 8  pct’cent c s mm m ne fm -on

rural  areas of Texas , and 32.9  per cent  were  m o rn  out  of st a te .

TABL E -1

Cou nty ’ of N a t i v i t y

Nuunnb er Pci’ Cermt
County of lntt iates of Ii n tmm at e s

A u s t i n  I I . 1
Bastrop 1 1 . -1
Bee I 1. -I
Bexar 1 1. -I
Br a z o r i a  1 1 .4
Cameron 2 2 .7 V

Cast ro 1 1 . 1
Chambers 1 1 . -I
Dallas 4 5,5
Delta I I .]
F a y e t t e  1 1 . 1
Gonzales  2 2 . 7
li t u r r i s  10 1 3. ’~
.Jas per 1 1. -]
. Je f ferson 5 (- . 8
Lynn I 1. -i
M a v e r i c k  1 1 , 4
Nu ece s I 1. -I
i’ an o l a  1 1 .4
I-tusk 1 I . 1
Sahinc 1 1 . 1
Scu r ry  1 1 . 1
Sh su ck’el ford 1 L I
‘l a r r an t  1 1 . -1
‘i’i’avis I I . 1
irinity I I . I V

\-su I Verde 1 1 . -i
W a I l er 2 2 , 7
I% h sm r ton  2 2 . 7

V 
Out of S ta te  2 - 1

‘iota! 73 1 t ) i )  .5
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Coun t - of I.L ’~~V I i te s idence

Table 5 1 c e s e t n t s  the c ou n t \  of l o c a l  u’es r d e r m c c  sit  t l u r e  of

conviction . Anal yzing this table , one’ sees t I : i t  80. 1 pe r c en t  of

the inmates convi cted resided in a stsundsun’d m m - c t n - o t is I i  t an  s t at  i s —

t i c a l  area , 15.1 percent in a r u r a l  a r e s m o f ’ Texas , and -1 . I pe r ce n t

were fro inu out of s t a t e .

1 \ i t l i I  S

Coun ty of Oesudence

N u m u t h e r  Per Cen t
C o u n t y  of It nm n ma i ~s cf I nmiisu tes

Aransas 1 1 .1
Au sti n 1 1 - -1
I3exar I 2 . -I
Brazoria  1 . -1

Cautreron I I - -1
I ) a l l a s  5
Ga lves ton  -i 5 . 5
Gonzales 1 1 - 1
G i L -  1 1 .4
Harris 27
Hunt I 1. -i
Jasper 1 I . 1
Je f fe r son  5 6 . 8
Liberty 2 2 ,2
Lubbock 2 2 .7
\ha t  ago nda 1 1 -I
Nueces 1 I - i
Orange  2 2 .7
Panda I I - 1
Pot t er I 1 . -i
Stmu i th 1 1 .1
T ar r a n t  2 2 . 7
‘l’ra v i s  I 1 . -I
I’ r i n i t y  1 1 . 4
Val  Verde 1 1 .4

1. -i
W s n l k e u  1 1 . 4
W i c h i t a 2
Out of S t a t e  3 L I

Tota l  73 
- - 

l u O ..l 
- — 
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So c i a l  ( ‘hs i r sm i- t e t ’ m s t i c - ;

As-~ st a t e~! - t ’ev ious l  , t h i s  c at  c-go i -v i s v t - r v  s 1 m m  i l, ir

to dc sio gr sip ii ic c hu a r a c t e r i  St Cs. I n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  r’ e sea m ’ - h  .

both  are ex s ut m n I ned to f i n d  and i sol tn t  e ~ 0S S  11) 1 e i it t n i u n  m ci -I sit i cu i r s

betwee n pe n ’sotn ’ - and grou ps .  W I  t in i n  this csu teg orv sur e t l ecc ci  bed

the inma tes ’ m a r i t al st sut us , t h e i r ’  r e l i  g l a n s  tiff I Ii at lo ui s , t l n e i  r V

past min i litany record , and I he i n  t n u e n t s t  I st suh j Ii t v  in  no Lit i o n  to

tine nutnher of p r i o r  c o n f i m m e m u n e n t s  i n  ui i ent a  i i ru s t  i tn t  i a r t s .

I n t imat e s ’ Na r i t a  I S ta tus

The intnu ates ’ m a r i t a l  s ta t u s  at t intro  of  c o t i f i n e n u m e i r t  i s

presented  i n  Fable 6. th en a n a l y z i n g  the dat su on tum an ita 1 s t a t u s

it was found that 80.8 percent of the  w o m u n e n  c l a i m e d  to Live been

m :r r r i ed  at one t i nne or another , n - h i  Ic onl y 19 . 2  pe rcent o f the

wo men c l a i m e d  to have been s i n g l e .  The 1 ‘ 5  percent of t i - ic  in t m n t u tes

who n % erc W i d o w s  i n c l u d e  those  who w e t L -  c onv i c t ed  of m u r d e r i n g  t h e i r

husbands. Of t he  -~~~~ .6 percent in immates  c i  a i t n i  mu g to  s t i l l  he t n u n u r r i e d ,

about  30 percem lt  of t ina t  f i gure were comun n uon - I s u w uu n :u r r  I suge ~ -

1’ABLE 6

I n m ates ’ M a r i t a l  S t s i tu s

Ma r i t a l  Nummr h er l e t ’  Cent
S ta tus  o f i n tu i su t e s  ol ’ I n t m u s m t es

Sin ~;le  14 ~9. 2
M ,m cr 1  cii 3-I 4o . 0

Divorced 11 15 .1
Sc p a r ,m t c d  5 u . S

9 U .S

Tota l  75 1(1 9 . 1)

- -  

- 

V
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he I i g i o u s  A f f i  1 i su t i om r s

‘I’ah l e  7 p resen ts  t ine  r e l i g ious  s u f f i  1 i s mt  l oins of t i n e

i nuum a tes  s t ud i ed . The da ta  show-ed t h a t  f i  fty ’ — t l i r e c  of ’ t i r e

L nuun ut es  , 7 2 . 6  I)en’ c~~r t  of the overal I populsut ion , eith er’ eLm immu ci t

to be of the B a p t i s t  o r C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .  T h i s  f o l l o w s  t i r e  s t a t e

trend where the tw o larges t  rd ig ious a f f i  i i  sit  l o r i s  sm re t i m e

B a p t i s t  or ( : su t ho l  I c .  Onl y’ f’o u m r of t i re  i n n i m n s i t e s  stud ied  ci su i mm ned

no r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s .

lAbI LE 7

R e l i g ious ,.\ f f i  11 at i otn I~requency I) i stn ’ i bitt i Ott

Re 1i%~ious Nu;mnber Per Cent
Af f i l i a t i on of Inmates of Ii rnm rs mt es
- ____  —-—-~~~~ —-- — —- 

B a p t i s t  36 4 9 . 3
Catholic 17 23,3
Methodist 7 9.6
Church of Chr i s t  5 6 .8
Pena cos tal  2 2 . 7
Holiness I 1. -i
B:uha i 1 1 . 4
None 4 5 .5

Total 73

~ !~~~J~~~~’ 
sind g

O n l y  one of the inma tes  stu d i e d  h a d  pr ior’ t u n i  I I  t a r >  SCFv ic e

She served in  t Ine  Arnny and r ece ived  a M e d i c a l  I ) i sc ln t r r ge  under

I o n o r a b l c  Condi t i .on s .  As t h e  Armed S e r v I c e s  I ncu’case time n u m t n r h c r

of wo m u me n r ecru i ted  to serve , i t  w o u l d  he e x p e c t e d  t i n a  t n I n e  inu mbe r

4 
-~~ V- ~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ J
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of women who may comm ie to pn i  son a f t e r  S e Ct  i n g  in  t i r e  m u i  l i t a n y

w i l l  increase over the next  few \ - csn rs .

P r io r  Conhn i e i l  J 2 i t a L s

Table 8 show s the p r i o r ’  con f i  nemu nent s i n  st  s i t e  u mm en t  a 1

hosp i t a l s .  Twe nty-one  of the i n t nnsu tcs  h s nv c  been c o m r f i i u ~ d at least

ot ce , wi th  one inmate  h a y i n g  been c o n f i n e d  f i t - c  t m u t e s .  ‘lE e t w e n  r c-

one intimates represent 2 8.8  percent of the total populs rti on studied.

Thi s is a seemingly large percentage , es~ eci all y i n  l i g h t  of t h e

da t a  which showed most of tine co m mn mmn i t nn en t s  bei nt~ sc 1 f-co m nutmu I t n u e n t s .

TABL E S

Me n t a l  h osp i t a l  Conf i  nc rm ents

- - V

N u mbe r Nu nmh e r  Per Cent
- - . of Conf inements  of ln tn a t e s  of [n u n n a t e s

1 11 15 .1
2 5 u . S
3 3 4 . 1
4 1 1 .4
5 1 1. -i

None 52 7 1 . 2

Total 73 109 .9

Pr I or Cr I m nu ina  1 B c h s m v  I or

P r i o r  c r i m i n a l  hehav i or i s  d e f i n e d  as t h e  i a f o r m u n u t  j ot - i of

record and doc um umu en t e d  con f in o mmuen t s  turd sen tences  our n-~ com ’d a t  the

Texas Depar t  e m i t  of Correct  i o n s .  (v dose i - i l - i  m g  t h e se  chsn r ; m c t e i ’ —

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~ -- - --- - - - - -~~~~ --~~~~~~~~~~~ -~~~~~~~~~ - ~~~-- - —~~~~~-- -  _ _
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1 st  icS , a poss l i n t p a t t e r i l  co in (4  he f o m m i n ~t w i n  i c i t  c o m m I t 1  c \~~I u i  n

tire act ion s wiu ic h n resul ted i n  t h e i r  cm’ m i n i n sn l s u e t  r n u t .  f c  eret l

in t in  is c s mt egory i s  t ine  p r i o r  c r i m n u i n : n l h e h s i v i o r  of t L -  i m m m n u a t o s

s t u d i e d , fr otm n t I e  numurhe t’ o f  t h e i r  p u ’ i o u -  L ’lnfi um - Ismenl t s t im t i m e

m n u rutbe r of suspended sentences  and pa ro l e  v i  o l a t  i o n s .

Js u i 1 C~ m i t i nem ent s

Tabl e 9 presents  the  f r e quenc y  of j su I 1 cont ’i ir eu mie- nts p r i  or

to the  presen t cony i c t i on . l5 ronm u the dat  sn , t w ; i  s ound t i m s m t

f i  t’ty  — ni  me (SO . 8~ ) of tine i t i u m n a t e s  m ad net-cr heen con f i t t e d  I in s i i

Of the re n ua i n i  n t~ fo: ‘teen ( 1 9 .  2 )  of t i - i c  i n m u i : m t e s , t h e  i r - j a i l con-

f I nc ’u m r en ts  ranged fi ’oi mt oi ne tO - even cot-if i n cumm ent 5 . I t w sm s i i t t t ’ 1 uded

th at many of t he  I mu t a tes  i n  t I~ i s  stud y ’  hi~ tl l i t  I Ic or ai m ca tnt snct n’. it h

law enforcement  a g e n c i e s  p r i o r  to t i n e  i n ’  p r e sen t  c r i t t n e .

9

I 5 r eque muu - t -  o f l’ n i o r  C o t n f i u u e m m i e n t s  i n  . I s u i  I

Number N m ti s - r i’ e r Cent
of Conf I ne um nents  o I~ I nu: ss u  t es m u  ~u s r t e5

I 8 1 1 . 0
2 1 1 . 4

5 2 2 . 2
7 1 1, - I

None 50 S0 .S

ot a l  73 1 ( 0 .  (1

_ _  _ _ _ _  _  ~~ --~~~~~ -- -- -—~~~~~-- -~~~~~~~~~~~ - 
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Refo i - . u t o l ’v  Confinemutent s

It  ws u s found t h u t i t on l > ’  four (5 . - i : )  c m i ’ t h e  I m u u m m s utL- s-- m ath

-c- fo nm nn scho I confinements . Of t i r e  se , m om- ic hs md been - ~- m  t to

re form school more t inan once.  I t  was  cone Iudc tl  fm ’ o m nu these

f i n d i n g s  that  tine vast  i t t a j o n i  t t  m t i - ic  i muta tes  had t h e i r  f i r s t

encoun te r  wi th the law a f t e r  t h e i r  j u v e n i l e  yca l ’s .  i f  Texas

l o l l  Ows the n at i o n a l  t rend , w i t  j c m i ~u i o n  uuu oi ’e  and mtuoi’e r i V e t )  i i  C

to  be arrest ed , t h i s  area ,- i I l  be expected to c h m s u i n g e  i n  t ime co m t ni n g

‘-cars .

Con f i  ne uu ment  s i n  Detent  ion  i iouumc ~

I t  w ( t w i n  t ha t  on l y s i  x ( 8 . 2~-) of t h e  i tur n te s i n  t ire

stud >’ grouj ) m a d  prev i ousl y been c o n f i n e d  u t  d e t e n t  t o n  inOtmieS . ()t

those s i x  inmates , on ly  the one i nn u s u t e  who I r s u d  n i n e  d e ten t  ion horu ;e

conf inements  had also been c o n f i n e d  i n  r e fo r nu u  school

Confinetiuents i n Militai’y_ P r i s ons

As p rev ious ly ’  d iscussed  , the re ws u w onl y one fetmna Ic  st iu t i  icti

who had p r i o r  m i l i tary sent ’ i c e .  Sin e had u~~-t ser ved tiny t i t in c i i u  a

iii i l l  t a r y  p r i s o n  and was di sc .hargcd for  tuned I c a l  r es us omns

( : on f ine u tncn t s  in  Other  P r i s o n s

None of the  I nmat es  in  the  s tud y l u a U  o n e  m - h e e tn  in c  a n - c e  u’ s n t cml

in  other p r i s o n s .  W i t h  the  i n c r e s m  ‘;ed I nvo I v e m n m e n t  cml m- .o Iumt ’fl I t - i  en me

not s p e c i f i c a l l y  murder , t h i s  cou ld  change i n  t ine  cot n i tn g  >‘ears i f

t 1w m ini i uru l .Ju- ~t i cc Sy stem b e g i n s  to  s en t ence  f o rm a t  I es C O i t t i  I I > -  as

the i r  m a l e  c u u n t c r l m ; u r t s .  

-~~~~~ --- ~~~~~~ -~~~- -- - 
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~~~r~con f u m u e~~ iii the  To ~as I u e~ au i’twetn t o orru,’ct iOu m ’

Only six i ntur~mte s  of the s tud y group had p r e v i o u s l y bee n

conf ined in tine Texas 1 s - j m s u r t u r u e n t  of ’ Co r r e c t i o n s .  f i v e  of ’ t i r e sc

ir sud p~’~ v m ous ly  been con I’ inet l once amid  orn e i nit r i te it tud two pi’ i or

co n f i n e t n i e n t s .  They represent only 8 . 2  pe rcen t  of the  1 O i ) tn l a t u on

studied .

Sun tumi a ry - u ’ Con f ine t r u ent  s

‘l ab Ic 10 presents  the o v e r a l l  nu n u u imt i of pci  or conti nemunents

of  tine s e v e n t y— t h r e e  i n mu rs i  t c’s s t iud  i cii . I t  shou ld  he i ’eumuenuu b er ed

t ha t  the m u u a j o r i t y  of t he  i rmu nu s i te s  s tud ied  are 1 n ’st o f f e n d e r s  w i t h

no p r i o r  con f in e mt : cn t s .  The rest of the t a b l e  lus t s  been d i scussed

e ar l i er ; t here fore , t h i s  t ab le  is  just a snnmr umnm a ry.

TABL II 10

Sumtn u m us u rv of Con 1 I n e nm u en  t a

Nu mb er  o f L n t n a t e s
P r i o r  h a v i n g  P r i o r  Per Cent

( o n  f i  n em tm en t s Con ii netune irt s of ’ 1 nun i su t  es

Detent ion Homes 6 5 . 2
, i s u i l s  14 19 . 2
Re fo rmna to r i c s  4 5. - i
0th-icr Prisons 0 0
Texas 1)eparttnent
of Cor rec t ions  S .:

~~~~endcd Sentences

Of the s e v e n t y — t in r e t -  I n m tn :utc s  stu d i e d  - none In snd ~Vt’ m’ recci vt-~l

a suspended sentence . ‘lb 1 s t ads  to re i n  fnm u t  t i n e  cm mm c In s  m on that 
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fo r  ntrost i nma te s  s t u d i e d , th  i s  w a s  t h e i r  f i r s t  en c o u t n t e r

w i t h  the C r i m m u i n a l  J u s t i c e  Sy ’stet mn .

Probat et i  se ntences

Twenty ( 2 7 .4 °c) of tine i ntunates  s t u d i e d  h sud r e c e i vet i

proba ted sen tences  prev ious l y . Fo r seven tee n of the  i n t ’ u s m t c s ,

i t  was the i r  f i r s t probated sentence .  w h i l e  two i nt ’n at e s  had

received two probated sen tences , and one i m ita te  hs i d  r ece ived

three probated sentences.  , Th is i n c l u d e s  sentences r ece ived  at

s ta te  and federa l  level  w h i l e  e i t h e r  as sr j m r v e n i  Ic or as sun

adult.

Parole V i o l a t i o n s

Of the seventy- three  inmates  s t u d i e d , on l y  three  ( 8 .  2 )

hr su d pre ’~’ious parole v i o l  sit i o n s .  In  r espect  to  t i u e  n ui tu hem ’ of

i ntnates  p r e v i o u s l y  conf ined i n  pr i son , t h i s  f i g u re scents out of

propor t ion  since of t i- ic s i x  inmates  ml  tE p r ev io u s  pi ’ i son c o m n t’i m e —

ments , only two i nmates  had parole v i o l  i t  i ons  i i i  t i ne  I r f i l e s  w i t h

tine oth er p a r o l e  v i o l a t i o n  unaccounted fo r .

E duca t ion and I n t e l  I I  ge m n m -c

Both the  educat ion  s i c i n i e ve uru en t  l e v e l  a ind  i n t e l l i g e n c e

qUot lent of the  i inmates  arc used u m s a It m i i do not on 1> - t en he !  p prepa I.e

the  best ROSS iblo pr i son p rogram for the i n t i m a t e  and f o r  c l a s s  i f i  —

c a t i o n  purposes , hu t  a l s o  to  compare the i r l u - v o l  i t t  St ’&i t’ t’S to o the r

i n m u n a t e s  at-id to the  g e n e r a l  p o p m u l ~’mt ion uf t i n e ‘‘f i ~~ w o u l d .  ~ ‘ i’oss i b l v ,

those factors could contri intte to idern t I fm i o u - d o n i m t  l i e t ’ s o n s r  l i t  ics  

- - —-------‘-- - - -  —-—.-——--—- - . .— - V------------ --- ---- V -—- .--. — - --------—--- V~~— - - --—-
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Ed u c a t i o n al Achi ev emnue n t

Table 11 presents  the educational sicirieve truent level in

years and months as used by the Texas Dep art m nren t of Corrections

for c la s s i f i ca t ion  purposes.  The scores are a r r ived  at front

tes ts  g i v en the inco mn m ing inmunates and not based on the actual

educational level that  the i nmmnate may have a t ta ined . Froumu tine

dat a , it was found that  one initiate was i l l i t e r a t e  am -id had never

at tended arty school , thirteen women had achieved tine level of

grade school , twenty-nine woummcn had progressed throug h j u n io r

hi gh , one womrra n had a t t a i n e d  the twelve  grade level , and no

scores were recorded for twenty-n ine  of the i n u nm a tes .  Tine- m o a n

score for the inmates having score s was between s i x  v e s i u - s  zero

months , and s ix years n i n e  months .
ft .

Intelli gence Quotient

‘f able 12 presents the i n t e l l i gen ce q u o t i e n t of ti - c -~t-vem rty-

three innnatcs  studied . No score s were a v a i l a b l e  on t h i r ’ t > - -n in e

of the inma te s .  Of those a v a i l a b l e , t ir e mm me a n w s u s  h e t w e e m u  l i m O —  109 ,

w i t h  t h e  lowest  recorded SCore  between 60-hi ) , a m rt l t i ne  h i  gl e-t t score

between 120-129 . Tb is comi up snre s to tine mean score of n i l  t ’ett ua le

i ntimates in  the Texas Depar tunuent  of Correct  j ot - is as of i ) e ce un nh e r  31 ,

1976 , w h i c h was 94 .  7~~. These scores were co m ut pi  led fr ou mm t e s t s  g i v& ’ mr

t o ea ch in t ima te  d u r i n g  i i i i  t i t t  1 j rocess i ng at  the  Texas Depa r t mute nt  of

Correct ions . ~vc r a i l  , t ire s tudy  group  n i l ’ i u r in a t e s  h m ud sl  i g i n t 1 y I i i  g i m e r

scores ti -ian ti -ic general  f e m a l e  ~~~~~~ popu l tu t l o in .

~ 
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Edu cat ional  Ac lnieveunnent  of I n m a t e s

Educat  I om n .~ I
Ach i e v e m m o n t  in Nu mm r b c r’ Per (;ent

Months  and Years of Tn mn ia te s  of I nmnr site s

I l l i t e r a t e  1 1 . 4

3 years 0 mon ths
3 years 9 months

4 years  0 months -
- 4 . 1

4 years 9 mu uon t i ns

5 years 0 nnonths 8 11 1)
5 years 9 months . -

6 years 0 months  14 19. 1
6 years 9 nnont h s

7 years 0 mrmonth s  U 0
7 years 9 mnronths  -

8 years 0 n ron th s  1 1
8 years 9 m o n t h s  ‘ 

-

9 years 0 u mu () I i  u is
1) years 9 mon Lb s

12 years  0 t unon t h s  I I -I
12 years 9 months  ‘

No score s s i v a i l a h - i l e  29 39 .7

Total 73 100 .0
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‘fABLE 12

Present I n t e l l i g e n c e  Q u o t i e m i t

Test Nu t mu b er  Per Cent
Scot-es of Inmates of lnnm n smtes

60-69 2 2.7

70-79 3 1 , 1

80-89 2

90-99 7 9.6

100-109 13 17.8

110-119 5 . 2

120- 129 1 1. 4

No Sct e-s -
S ,V ,.  -1A v a i l a b l e

lo t a l  73 99. 9

n, urrent Offense Infor munsm tion

l’he data described w i t h i n  t h i s  ca tegory  i d e n t i f y tine cu rrent

c r i m e  of wh i ch tine sub jec ts  were conv ic ted  of co u mu mn ui t t  m e , . Tire vm n m ’-

1 ah l es  descr ibed  in t in i s category are the mnumnu her of o u t s ta n d i n g

de ta i  mners a g a i n s t  t ine i n m a t e s , the county of c o n v i c t  i o tn  , t i ne  p r e seu t t

sentence received by tire i u nmn a te  upon c o n v i c t i o n .  t he  en m ine for  w h i c h

tine wo mmu an w a s  conv ic ted . ar - id how m mna ny co—defendants tine feuum ale um ua y

h ave had wh en c o m i t i m m i t t i n g  the  c r i m e .

N u nmrl -n er of i)eta l i t e r s

There were no prese in t  d et a i n e r s  e x i s t  l u g  on any of t i n e  

-‘-V - - -- V - -- - - - V
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~e~icnt y~ t ln rec it - imitates  s tud ied . ‘I’h i s  is iu ’obai) I duo I o t ine

a b i l i t y of the innate  - at t i ne  p resent  t iunte , to i m -r ’c e t i m e  court

by using the In t e r s t a t e  A gr oetum ent on D e t a i n e r s , ten ci ti - ion ’ pro-

cess t ime dn ,- t a i n e r  w i t h i n  180 days or e lse  drop the d e t s n i n e r .

This  was set up to he lp  the innuate p~’~ pal ’c tot ’ h i s/ h e r  f ’u ture

County_of Convict ion

Table 13 presents tine county  ol’ c o r r v i c t i o n for the

seventy— three  inmates studied . hlei’e , it was found tinat sixty

(S2 .2 ’~,) of the inmates were convicted in one of tin e s t a n d a r d

nie t ropol i tan  s t a t i s t i ca l  areas of i e x s u s .  ‘hi nis  f o l l o w s  t ine t rend

for a l l  critties to be mm movin g fromm u the  r u ra l  to  u r ba n ar e a s .

Present Sentence

Table i- i presents tine length - i of sentence im nmpose d on tine

seventy-three i nmates s tud ied .  The length  o( sentence v ,ur ied from

four years to l i f e  for tine c r i m e of mnm n ind er , wi th t ine umresmn sentence

being  twen ty- two  years . T h i s  compares wi t in  13.02 y e a r S  b e i n g  the

mrnean sentence for a l l  female  inmates  in t ine Texas l ) ep a r t mum ent  of

Correct ions as of 1)cceimmber 31 , 1976 . Anothe r ’  i n t e r e > - t i n g  f’esr ture

is that seventeen (23 .3~ ) of tine i nmates  r ece ived  e i t h e r  n i n e t y - n i n e

years or life as their punis int inent .

Present Crinre

Table 15 preSents wha t  c r ime  t ine  w omun en u’ e- t ’o c o n v i c t e d  of

according to the  records at the Texas l ) epa r tu n r cn t  of Corr ~ ~t i o n s

Win i ie two n-.onm em n were c o n v i c t e d  of c sn p i t  a! niunde u - , c m i  t h e n ’  had h eenn
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lAIILE 13

Cotunty of C o n v i c t i o n

Nu m ber Per Cent
County of Inm trates  of In iunates

A u s t i n  1 1 .4
Bexar 1 1.4
R owie  1 1 .4
Brazor ia  1 1 . 1
Cameron 1 1 .4
Dal l as 7 9 .6
Galveston 5 6 . 8
Gonzales 1 1.4
Gregg 1 1.4
h arris 23 31.5
h a rr ison 1 1 .4
I-hunt 1 1 .4
Jefferson 6 8 .2
Liber ty 2 2 . 7
Lubb oLk 2 2 . 7

p ft V Matagon ’ul: i  1 1.4
i’ledina 1 1 .1
Nueces 1 1.4
Orange 1 1.4
Panola 1 1.4
Pol k 1 1.4
Potter 1 1.4
Re eves 1 1.4
San Pa t r ic io  1 1.4
Tarrant 2 2.7
Travis 1 1.4
t iva lde I 1. -i
~‘a1 Verde 1 1 .4
V i c t o r i a  I L i
Walker 1 1.4
Wichit a 2 2.7

Total 73 99.1 
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FABl E 1-1

m, n u ’ t’e’nt Sentence

Sentence Numuther Per Cent
i n Years of Im itates of l u -u nnates

4 1 1. -i

7 9 . 6

7 1 1. -i

8 1 1. 4

10 -1 5.5

13 1 1. -i

15 12 lo .4

18 2 2.7

6

22 1 1 - 1

25 2 2 . 7

26 1 1. -i

27 1 1 . -i

30 5 6 . 8

35 1 1. -i

40 1 1 .4

4 1 1 1 .4

50 6 8 . 2

60 1 1. -i

75 I 1 . 4

99 3 -1 . 1

life 14 19 .2

Total 73 100.2 

~~~~-- -~~‘--~~~~- - ~~~~- ----- - 
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I AB LE 15

P r e s e n t  C r i n m n e

Nuimrher PC i’ Cent
C rin m ne of In m a t e s  o f  ul run ate s

A t t e mp ted 1 1 .4
‘lu rde r

Murder  53 7 2 . 6

Murder w i t i n  15 2 0 . 5
Mal ice

Cap ital Murder 2 2.7

Consp i racy to 1 1 1
Connmimit Murder 

-

Murde r 1st 1 1 4
Degree

al 73 100 .()

sentenced to (hea th w~r I ch could happen in l’exas . F f t v  — tin roe (‘73. (n I

of the inmates  had been c o n v i c t ed  of n u m u r d e r .  and  t’i t ’t e e m n  (2m u .S~ ) of

tine inmates m a d  been cony i c ted ol uuu mur d c r  w i t i n usa l i c e  n-. i n i  cm r ep re —

sents 94 . 1 percent of tine total popu I at  ion stud i c - I . Time n - e m u ma n r i n g

5 .9  percent of tine I m n m i m u t e s  were cony m ct  ed 01’ t i m e  e’r i w e s  as shown in

tine table.

c :o-defen dant s

O f ti - i c i n m a t e s  s t u d i e d , t w e t n t  ~- — f omui’  ( 3 2 . S ~- ) of  t mt ’~ I n tu i t  c o—

d c t ’cn t l an t s  as shown i t t  Tab Ic  I f  . h i m  I u ’t c& -t n i m n t n a t  c-  m a d  ‘ ‘ i i -  c~ i i e  i ’e t n d s m m i t

_  ___ _____ 
- -~~~~~~~~~~
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e i g ht i nm ates  had two c o — d e f e n d a n t s , two intimates had t inr ee

co-defendants , and one i t - innate  had four  co-de l ’e n d t u i u t s  The

r enn n a in i n g  for ty-n  inc i r n m m u a t L  ~ act ed alone iii tinei r cr l itre . Tine

data showed that  mnost of the co-defendants  were ma les ;  inowever ,

i t  did not ind ica te  which i ntm u a t e  had p l anned  the c r i u m r e .

TAB LE 16

Nunnbe r of Co-Defen d ants

Number of Numb er Per Cem nt
Co-defendants  of l u ~mnn a tes of Imn nta t es

1 13 54.1

2 8 33 .3

3 2 8 .3

4 1 1. -i

Total 24 99 .8

I n s t i t u ti o n a l  i n f o r m u n a t i o n

The inst i tution mml information data describes how the

int i mates  convicted 0f murder  were c l a s s i  f i a d  by the Texa s D e p a r t -

t mme n t of Correct ions . I t  descr ibes the security rtt ti nt ~ of the

inmates , t h e i r  current segregative classification , and their

medical  clas si f ic ati on.  Th~ se da ta could  he used to compare to

other inmates ju t prison and see if  there arc di f fe rence s  between

the v io l en t  -prone fett u al e and general fem t ma le pr  I s~~u u p op u la t  ion . 

----‘-- 
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Securi ty  R a t i n g

The security rating .. for the inmost muart . inns been dropped

by the Texas Department of Corrections because of the n a t u r e  of

the prison svstem’i . However , it was noted i n  t ine records reviewed

for this study that fourteen-i womi-ien h:td notat i ons reco mnum niending

that they be under maximum secu r i tY  because of t h e i r  men ta l  con-

d i t ion  or nature of their crinne .

Cu r re t Se ore g at ive Class i f  Ic at ion

Table 17 presents the int imates t s e g r e g a t i v e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

As seen , s i x t y - fo ru r  (87 .7~~) of the i ni t iates  were c l a s s i f i e d  t ms

f i r s t  offenders , nine ( l 2 . 3~-) of the intimates were r ec id iv i s t s ,

and non e were c l a s s i f i e d  as ~abi tua 1.

M edica l  C l a s s i ti c a t i o n

Table 18 presents  t i m e  t u i e d i c a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the

inmates  stud i ed . It was found t ha t  f o r ty - f i ve i ntimates (61. 6°a)

were classified as Class 1 , under forty years of age and h a v i n g

no disease or physical deft ct : four intimates (5 .5’~) were c l a s s i f i ed

as Class T I , between for ty  to fi ft y years of age w i t l n  m t u i l d  s t ruc tu ra l

defects; eight inmates (1l.O’~) were Class lii , in tineir early

f i f t i e s  w i thou t  any ph y s i c a l  a b n o r m a l i t i e s ;  three  wotunen ( 4 .  1%) were

classified as C l as s  1V , pa~;t sixty years of age and younger  persons

w i t l i  p li ys I ci I t m bno r uu u ti  i i  t l o s  ; seven w ot tmern (9 . 6’~) we re c l a s s  i f I ed as

C l a s s V , generally seriously i l l  person requiring m m m e d i c a l  attention ;

and seven inmates  ( 9 . 6 % )  had rio recorded med ica l c l ; m s s i f i - - t i on  i n

their records.
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l A B L E  17

C u m r r c m n t  So7 i -c f at  i ve  C l a s s i  f i ca t i o n

Nu mn uber  - - m ’ Cen t
Cl a s s i fi c a t i o in  of m ut ates  of l n t m u a t e s

First Offender I 14 l~
)

‘ge 17-21 ‘ -

h :irst  Offender  IA 
~~ 16 -1

A~ e 22-2 5 -

F i r s t  Of fender  lB  -S 2 . 1
-\~;e 26-Over

R e c i d i vi st I I  0 (1
Age 17-21

R e c i d i v i s t  I IA 3
Age 22 -25 

- 1 . 1

Recidivist 118 ( - ,

Age 26-Over ‘

h a b i t ua l U 0
Age 26-Over

‘l’ot a 1 7 3 100 . U 
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M e d i c a l  C l a s s i t ’icat iotn

Med cal N u mn u h e r ’ I i t ’ f eint

C l a s s 1  - i c a t i o n of Inmnnates of I n i m m a t o s

C l a s s  1 -15 ~ 1 .(

C l a s s  I I  -1 5 .5

C l a s s  I I I  $ 11 . 1)

C l a s s  I V  3 - 1 . 1

Class V 6

Unknown 7 9 .

Iotal 73 1 11 u ,

I

-i



Pr — — ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ __________ - - -  - - ~~~~ - - -  V

CIIAP’FCR V

SUMM Ai~Y , CONCLUS iON S , ANI) RNCOMMI N I ) A F I O N ~

The purpose of t h i s  study was to develop  a ceii p rc inen s ive

descr ip t ion  of the charac te r i s t ics  of the fenm t a les  conv ic t ed  of

mumurder who are currentl y comufined in the Coree u n i t  of t ine Te - - i s

i)ep ar t t n cn ~t of Corrections , dur ing Febru a ry , 1978 . Tine seventy--

three subjects ’ records were ana lyzed  b y e x a t n n i n i n g  t w e n t y - s e v e n

variables which were divided into six tsaior categories. Tire

nnrajor categories were : (1) denograp h i c  characteristics , (2) soc ia l

character is t ics, (3) prior cr iunninal  behavior , (4)  cur rent  o f f e n s e

informat i on . (5) education and i n t e l l i gen ce scores .  and (6) insti-

tut ional  infornmat ion . After  a n a l y z i n g  the t t r a t e r i a l  gat inered in to

tine major  categories , a descri p t ive  a n a l y s i s  of the  feu t na l e  m u r d e re s s

in Texas was developed. Tin e resu l t s  section of this si nmd y provides

the b a s i s  for descr ibing the typ ica l  niurderess incarcerated at t ine

Texas l)epartment of Corrections.

Winen describing in is typ ical murderess  , i t  wa s  found t h a t

sine was a wiu ite female who was 27.5 years of age when conv i c t ed .

~- mr e had almos t an equal  ciuance of be ing  horn  u n  e m t i n e r  a s tandard

m et r o p o l i t an n  s t a t i s t i c a l  area or a rural area or out of state . Sine

was residing in and convicted in a standard m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t i s t i c a l

a rea of Texas , with a good chance t ha t  i t  wa s  h l a r r i s , . Jefferson , or

D a l l a s  count ic’s . Si-ic most l i k e  lv had at sonic t i mute b een nu n y r  led

11c r reli g ious affiliation was most pro ht m i l y w i t h  t h e  Bapt ist d eno u nn i —

nation , m s with the majorit y of i nma tes , sinc e it also is the Lt r’ t~es t  

—- - - -- ---a- - - - - A
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d e no oi n a t i o n  i n  Texas .  This  t Y I ) i c a  1 1 nmtua t ~ h a d  h o t  - 
~~

- rved i t

tine Armed Forces of t u e  Uni ted  S ta tes .  i ier t in e - a t t n  I cond i  t ion

would generally be considered stable , al thoug h approx j un cut e I V

25 percent  of a l l  subjects  s tud ied  had been in  u t u e n t a l  m i m s t i t u -

t ions .  The reason fom ’ t ine cou nnmi tnuent w as  l)ro i) :T1) ly r e l a t e d  to

e i t h e r  drug use or a lcohol  . The typ ical  su bj e c t  , in u -~-~ im’ d to

in er  past cr 1 uui t u a l  h i s tory , had pr obabl y m eyer inc fore l ed - I n i n  j a i l

refornnu school , de ten t ion  hom n es , pri  son - o r j ) 1~1cCd on i n l ’ o b : u t i o u n .

h owever , if si-ic had a prior cri u n i n t u l  record , sIne nmmost  l i k e l y  w o u l d

Inave beet -i on probat ion ra ther  t i n t u n t i ny  of the o ther  pr i  at -  c r i  nni n a l

behavior  v a r i a b l e s .  En r e l a t i o n  to educat  I om na l  a c i n i e v e i t e n u t  t e s t s

and in te l  i i gemnce tests , i t  wa s found t h a t  s ine  m a d  not comp le ted

jun io r  hi gin scinool  , but sine had a s l i g h t l y  in i gher  in t e l  I i  ~ence s c o e

t-4n en compared to tine other inm nnate s il - i p r ison . For th e cot m nnmuis s ion

of nreseiit  cr I t o . it was found that the t n e an n sentence was  ~Lp p n ’ o X i  -

mn u a tc l y t w e n t y - t w o  years upon conv ic t ion  for tine c r i m u t e  of uu mu r der .

Sine , utm ore t i na i m l i k e l y ,  acted alone in tIn e comumi i ss j oin of the cr 1 mute

and i)re set t E y does not have any outs tand  I m n ~ dict a i ners a g a i n s t  he r .

li re Texas Departm ent of Correct j ot-is inns c I ; n -~si f ied  t i r e ‘tvp I cii ’’

violent female as a f i r s t  o f fender , a nd t m l  so as a t ’i t ’st c l a s s

tim edi cal inmate.

It sinou Id be renne u t mhe red that t i u i s do so n  h u t  i o n  w o n t  I 1i t t a t  f i t

an p a r t i c u l a r  i nmate c u r r e n t l y held i n  t ine  Texas Department of —

C o r r e c t i o n s .  Tine above typ o logy  r epre se in t s  o n l y  a (IcScn ’ i ) ) t i o n  of

t ime typ ica l  tnurd cr ess  as form t i u la teu i  by r e v i e w  i m n g  t h e  J t u t t u  ga thered

for tine di f fe rent van ables  and when t una  lv:ed w i t h  I in t ine con tex t  f

~ 
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i l e  s i x  maj o r  ca tegories of th~ s s tu d y .

Cone in s  ions and R ecot n mnnendat  i amis

In conclus ion , t h e resu l t s  of t in is study  d escr ibes  the

ty pical  feun m al e  m tn u x ’dc ress in tine Texas Depar tmen t of Correc t ions .

In a t t emp t ing  t o  t i e  t h i s  study to other  w o r k s  in  the area on

fennu ale o f fenders , i t  was found tha t  the resu l t s  tend to support

tine 1950 f i nd  i t~~, . Otto P ol lak il - n The C r i m u n i u u a l  1 ty  of W om m ten

sp e c i f i c a l l y  itu tine f o l l owing  areas : (1) age—- tha t  w -otunen tend

to b ecomne c r imi nal tn t a la ter  age than inca ; (2)  i n t e l l i gence -—

that  female o f fenders  are at least  of average i n t e l l i gence ; and

(3) m a r i t a l  s t a tu s - - tha t  m ost female  of fenders  are nnarr ied . I t

d i f fers fi ’onn Po l lak ’ s f i n d i n g s  and from the Un i formn m C r imm e Report

for 1976 in tine area of r ac ia l  cotniposition of fe mnual e of fenders

incarcerated for tine cr iu m ne of tn murd er .  lu -i t i n s stud y. it was foumnd

that the major i ty of tine women were w h i t e  r athe r  than b l a c k .  T imi s

racia l  Compos i t ion , however , do es inot c a r ry  t inroug hout tine enL i rc

female pri sot-icr Ilopu I t t  ion where t ine  b l a c k s  represent t ine  largest

rac ia l  group .

t h i s  stud y does not support tine p u b l i c  concept ion of the

typ i c a l  murderess .  The sub jec t s  were not found to be of low inte l-

ii gence nor to have a past c ri nmina l history whi cl-i could predi spot-c

t h i s  person to co nu nmit  a d d i t i o n a l  c r i u m m e s .  ‘h i r e  stud y a lso  does not

Q i v c  credence to arm e a r l i e r  w r i t i n g  on ti - i c  f’ctn a lc  murderess  as b e i m r g

a woman who had faJ len frotu grace or been led ast t’tuy by love or

u~rccd. ~lost of tine w r i t t e n  in te rv i ews fonin d in t ine records of tin e 
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s~~jects studied , did not indicate that the cri mm u e w a s  p lanned

but rather that it happened seeming l y on tine spur of the moment.

The typical innnate did not show a past h i s to ry  for lesser

offenses which could lead to her v iolent  nature . The sensational

aspects of tine criminal act , which seem to pronupt earlier writings

on women who ttuu i-der , would not be found among the  typ ical  i nnmate

st udied .

It is felt that this study cam-i be usefu l as a guide for

future research in the area deal ing wi th  tine fetumale offender.

Hopefully, i t  also adds to the in fo rma t ion  ava i l ab le  on th is  class

of inm ate from which  additional work unay i)e done . Particular

emnnp hasis s iu n u l d  be devoted to the are a~ of dotuuograp h i c  character-

i stics , social  c inaracter is t ics , and i n t e l l i g e n c e  scores. These

areas pointed out how the class of intmmates studied seen-i to differ

from tine general lu r i s o n  popula t ion .

It is also felt that within the overall stud y ,  some ques t ions

are raised whicin should he further addressed . Several of these

quest ions are :

I .  Why does the typ ical m u rderess have a h igher in tel~ igence

score than tine average inmate?

2. Is Texas unique in having ti-ic county of nativity almost

evenly spl it between urban , rural , and out of state ?

3. As woutten increase t h e i r  numbers in the m i l i t a r y  serv i ces ,

w i l l  they increase it  v io lent  c r i m e s ?  I t ’ so , wh y ?

4.  What  are the econ omic  c lasses  of the wo m n m e n who com n mit

murder? Doe s i t  a f fec t  how they are accepted when rele ased?
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5. is the re l a t ivel y larger percentage  of women who

have previous m ental institution care important?

Hopefully, this study can serve as a starting u)oimnt to

answer some of the above questions . It is t~lso recomtunuended

t inat studies of this nature be replicated for other s ta tes  to

determine if Texas represents a valid description of the violent

fem ale for the ent i re  country .
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APP I3 N D 1X

Listing of Study Variables by Category

h)erno~~,~ phic Characteri  st ics

1. Race

2. County of N a t i v i t y

3. County of Residence

4.  Age at Tinue of Convic t ion

Social Character is t ics

5. Inmates ’ Mari ta l  Status

6. R e l i g ious Preference

7. Mi l i t a ry  Record

8. Type of Discharge

9. State 1-hospital Con f inements

10. Number of Tine s in Jail ,

11 .  Number of Time s in Reform School

12. Number of Times in Detention Homes

13. Number of Times in  Other  Pri sons

14. Numb er of h i n e s  in TDC

15. Number of Suspended Sentences

16. Number of Times on Probation

17. Number of Parole V io l a t i ons

Education and In te l l i gence

18. Education Achievement Leve l
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APi ~I i N D I X -  --Co nt inued

19. I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quotient

Institutional inforutuation

20. Segregative Classification

21. Security Classification

22. Medical Classification

Current Offense Information

23. Present Detainers

2 1 .  County of C o n v i c t i o n

25.  Present Cr ime

26. Sentence

27. Number of Co-defendants
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