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In China, between 1937 and 1839, t.é)“a*ionali st sovern-

ment and its peorle were fieeinz Ttefore the Japanese invasion.

Alllr-' /

A eeﬂmon view’neld by ﬂany nistorians is that the Chinese pec-

vle were vnaware of or undiffsrent to the rule of the .ation-
alist zovernment. However, }t i1s the contention of this
raper that the pveople mobilized in the ¥Yangtze River Valley
and southeastern provinces were both aware of and resvonsive
to the Kuomintang sand provincial governments! leadership
during the crisis.

The military was ordered to defend Shanghai while the
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key elements of the population necessary for th
effort were withdrawn. Industry, soveranment azgencles and
universities were then evacuated from central and southern
China westward away from the Japanese. As the military

ouzht a delayins nﬂtion) the Central zovernment nmoved and
reestablished its capital several times; evacuaticns were
planned and priorities were established to determine which
elements of the nation would receive transportation resources
to enable them to move west.

1

It was the lMational and provincial governnents which
orranized people in central and southeastern China during

the Japanese invasion. Jﬁﬁi
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I. THE MILITARY AND ITS DEFENSE OF THE RETREAT

In August of 1937 the lationalist government had made
the decision to defend Shancghal to the best of its ability.
The role of the military was to cover the forthconming re-

treat and to buy time so that elements of the povulation

could be withdrawn from Shanghal. The decision crdering

o
N
o
L

the armies to staand and right, although later critic
because of its consequences, was startling aot only to the
Javanese, but also to lYesterners. The Japanese had ax- ¥
pected to accomplish the occuration of the lower Yangtze
River Valley in a short campalzgn.

China's first task, when war broke cut, was to ccmplete

Y,

he military mobilization that Chliang Kai-shek had bezun

in 1925 with the nounting of the HNortaern Zxvedition. IFronm

1925 to 1937, Chiang shaped and molded selected elzsments of
the Central Army into an effective fighting force. The
provincial forces were also morilized to prepare for the

upconing clash.
In the period preceding the attack on Shanghal, the

Jaranese had nade rapid

Jorth China. The Japanese Arny had used an incident near
the larco Polo 3ridze (Luloucn'iao) on July 7?7, 1937, as a

pretext to finlsh the occeupation of northern Chiaa. The




collavse of Chilnese restatance anabled the J
1 their precise timetable for the occupation.

avanese to ikeep
13e dapanese

advanced along the three major rall liaes running out of
flentain. hey occcupied rFeling by the end of July, faot'onu,
the caplital of Sulyuan on Cotober &6, and T the cap=-
1tl“!. of :.;!‘..“!\::‘. on ...'\‘\'r‘f'l."(",' Moy l\){". 3y ther g-:\."_ or o '.
the Japanese had advanced alonsg the Felving = anlow mall
line to within a faw miles of t iver and as Tay
a8 Tlal-an in Shantung.

The Chinese 5 1w North Ohina that
were characteristic o warlord camvalans. the military

\l

lnoked the resolve to fight a pitohed battle because of its
leaders' indecisiveness and refusal to cooperate uwlth each
other. the troops that Japan faced in dorth China dld not
have the characteristics of the new national armies. Chey
laclked the trainins, equipment, disciplline, and leadsarshlp
that Al Japan, on jusust
96 3 Shanghal, it found that At
uas ATy, one well-trained,
hizghly disciplined and determined te right.

Four reasons are commonly ziven for the stand at Shanshal,

s

wit

PO T

' " - N v €y . g v vl
nout a strong defense of sSnanshal,

v,

canital at Nanking would bte vulnerable to a

Aver Val l.(‘}‘-' .

indugtrial base w
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River valley would mean

that the military campaisn would taize place in areas under

the most complete control of the lNationallists. The

loyalty of the army units

the porulation in these areas.l
The strategy chosen was tc nake the war precisely the
type Japan wanted to aveoid, a prolonged war of attrition.

The Chinese would take advantage of their huze manpower,

larce the nature of China's topography,

geograpvhical area, and

to bog down the Javanese

Shaping the course of events in 1937 and

Chiang Xai=-shelk's hope to force the

vene. He made the decision, thoush tactically unsound, to

brinsg the war as close as possible to

ments in Shanshal and lNanking. It was

a dramatic demonstration of the

figzht would encouraze the Western vowers to intervene on
lThese four reasons are drmun £rom varled sources. The
second reason is from F.F. Liu, A ldlitary History of lodern

L
rourtl

China, p. 10€; the 1 reason is advanced by Theodore
White in T“w"’o” gut of China, pe. 51. The first and third
reasons are drawn from newsrarer corresrondents and journae-
1ists who wrote at the time. There was no cne single dominant
factor influencing Chiang's decision to fight at Shanghal.
The deci:lo.. 11X%e nost major decisions was btased on many

reasons




China's behall', or at least on thelr nationals ' behalf.-
There were three major battles in thils period of re-

treat: Shanshal = Nanking (August - Decenmber 1937),

Claterchuang =

of Hankow (June = Cctober 1938).

,000 troops supported by alr and

RN

\ N ' . y Yo
an. he Chinese the majority of thelr crack,
. )

German tralned troops. These Central Army troops were

Joined by provincilal armies bringing the total to 50,000

hese troovs were led by officers who had been tralned
in the new Chinese military academies and instilled with a
sense of nationalism that had never been shown belore.
Chiang Kal-shek's approach te bullding a powerful modern
army hadl been to traln and

"r o - Vs v oy L
i flocer corps. L

o |
16 Central

the key to tralning competent

- . - >
thelr nation, party, and th:

tionally, an extensive networ!

- % LN ", > by | a e » d p Sae -
Barbara W. Tuchman, Stillwell and the American Ixperis-

- b |
snce in China, S 22

1
PR %t
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schools had been set up to "develop, test, and train men

-
& |
5
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=
3
-
C
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in new mllitary tactics and procedures."

man advisers had been hired to develop the Chinese nilitary
orsanization and train the new armies.

The warlord armies or the Hepublican period (1912 - 1649)
were zenerally opposite in nature. James Sheridan, in

China in Disintegration, characterizes almost all the war-

lord armies as loyr to a single ceommander who changed
sides almost at will. The armies lived off the population,
taking what they wanted. Undisciplined, the warlord arnmies
would frequently loot and plllage the countryside the
passed throu;h.d These warlord armies were not capable of
standing up to the well tralned and equipred Japanese army.
In the inltial stages of the conflict, the Chinese
arnies almost drove the Japanese off the coast. (nly the
Japanese navy, with its heavy suns invulnerable to Chinese

counter measures, prevented the Japanese troops from being

£ 1 b ™ ” v Yo 3 ! - - ‘e ]
iriven back into the sea. The Chinese lacked heavy artil-
b | - 1Y -~ N 3 N ~ Ve N F ~ s |
lery, effective alr support, and large stocks of supplles.

Chinese army laclked in equipment it made up in

poy) Y} Y e -~ v TAANIN AN Sy Ly
deternination. Four Chinese battallions who were surrounded

y
OJames X. Sheridan, China in Disintesration, The Jevuba=
- s ~ . ¢ 12 4 - - e N 10 \ ' - 1
lican Sre in Chinese History 1912 - 16040 (Lew Yoric: Frece
. L ] L d » 1 |
Press, 1975), DPp. 57 =~ 92,
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btut, they were lacking in experience and training.lo These
replacements during thelr training had bteen instilled with

o~

spirit of national defense. A major zoal of the short

reriod of training was to indoctrinate the soldiers with
loyalty to the country, the government, and Chiang Xai-shek.
The Chinese held Shanghal for thnree months and then

were forced to retreat when the Japanese cutilanked the

Chinese lines with an amphibious landinz at Hangchow 3ay.

During the defense of Shanghal, the Central Army suffer
sixty percent casualties and the Japanese lost over forty
thousand nen.ll

Althouzn the Chinese had well prepared defensive vosi-
tions between Nanking and Shanghal, the C
were too inexperienced to orgsanize a defense. The decision

was made to defend the city walls of Nanklinzg, an appropriate

decision for the nineteenth century, but lanking was inde-
fensible against modern weaponry. Additionally, the Chinese
Zenerals were not able to reorzanize thelr divisions in the ]

face of the rapild Japanese advance on lanking. The will of
the armies to resist was gone. JSven when crack divisions
such as the 88th attemptsd to drive the fleeing troovs btaclk

to their defensive positions, not even they could stop the

™ - ~ e, § fa Y o~ T
van Fordyce Carlson, Twin Stars of China (u Yorlks

3
Dodd, ilead and Co., 1940), p. 10C.

Liv, A Military History
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retreat.+= llanking fell on December 13, 1937 and the

~

Chinese azain suffered tremendous losses.
The next major battle took vlace farther to the nortn

where the Japanese were attempting to drive west along the

unghal rall line. They were resuming the offensive after
thelr hoves of Chinese surrender had died. The Japanese

had } A+ 3 - e a3 Pa3A  uid e RS
had hoped the Chinese goverament would fold when Naulking

o ) | N 3 - -4 - B Y AT ¥ v ad] T -

fell. Talerhchuang, located nerth of Hsuchow in Shantung
1 - < } + D B a3 B v

province, was the site of China's first major wictory. In

- . ) Y IR IO ~ 3 3 r

the svring of 1638, the Chlnese delivered a stunning blow

to the attacking Japanese Army, inflicting thirty thousand

-
asualties.1’ Wnen the Japanese tried to avense this de-

«

feat, the Chinese successfully conducted a delaying action
to new lines of defense. This battle lasted slx months
until the Japanese turned their attention to iHankow.

During the Nanking China's

elite arny units had lost sixty percent of thelr strenath

~ . had S vy 18 T+ =) ~
and ten percent of thelr officer corps.- But the govern=
- 3 - Ay 3 . - ~
tent Had organlized an extensive recrult training progran

> ad s ] Y » AR N 3 ~ v o -~
that by sprinzg of 1938 had produced 500,000 new soldiers.

The new recrults had rerlenished the divisions ta

1~"an'~cne<=e Capture China's Capltal," North China
Hderald, (Shanghal) Decenmber 22, 1937. (Here after abbre=-

N

viated .E\..‘.) .

A
1011u, A_litary History, p. 200.

&
1'Juchnnu. Stillwell, P« 224,
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Faierhchuang and displayed su

rart in the battle ot
prisingly high morale and ability in the fighting.
The defense of Hsuchow = Talerhchuanz and the r
new respect for the Chinese as an adversary delayed
Japanese advance long encuzh to allow a r'irm defen
to be established at Hankow. The defense of

the Chinese government to set up a temvorary capita

industry was re-established in the area while the re

; ’ py !
Chinese to evacuate thelr central provinces to the

Sometinme near the end of the Hankow period, the Chi
army completed a major change that had btegun with t

fense of north China. The majority of soldiers ini

by the zovernnent. They were indoctrinated with a

spirit, and had a sense of loyalty to General Chiang

turnover of nanpower marked the end of the reszional

ter of the provincial arnles.l©

The Yangtze River valley was nct the only sceue

15 e iie

1o0F, Tillman Durdin, "=lght Divisions on llove,"
April 15, 1938, b« 3.

10y, Cotaober 3, 1938, b« 7«
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Chinese resistance. In the southeast provinces there was

a major movenent under way to resist the Japanese advance.
General Ch'en Ch'eng, the Chairman of EHonan and Commander
of the Pelving-Hankow Railway Defenses, was organizing the
entire population of Honan and sending every male betueen
21 and 35 into military training. Two hours daily fer two
months, two to three nillion men would te available fox

training. However, Zonan only had one million rifles for

use by the new defense corps.17

The southern provinces were not as well prepared as
Cheklang to defend their territory. In 1939, Canton fell
with surprisingly little resistance. !adame Chlang Kail-shel
explained that General Yu Han-mou had falled to position
his troops prorerly because of the inferiority of his staff

~
-

of ficers and troops.id

The remainder of the Japanese advances were drives to

Hankow,

there were no major shifts in the front lines throush 1938
excert an invasion of Kwangsi from the coast.
Thus, though suffering heavy casualties, the Chinese

army accomplished its misslion. It gave the Chinese zovern=

] b | Hf = = )
+{F, T1llman Durdin, "Walked Retreat Across Rlver,"
NYT, ebrusyy 23, 1936, pe 16.

15James IllcHuzh, unnumbered chanter of unpubliched beck,
Ps 25 PFound in box 14, folder 1 in the Cornell University
fanuscript Archives.
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ment time to evacuate industry, schools, and most of the
rorulation from the occupied areas. The provincial forces
were resronsive to the
some cases the provinclal armies were absorbed into the
Central Army because cf the nature of the revlacenent sys-
tem. The war completed the process Chiang liai=-shek had

begun in 1925, the motilization of China's armies under

¢}

Natlionalist control.

v




11« THE KMT'S CRGANIZATION CF RETRAAT

The Kuomintang set priorities on which vortions of the
population would recelve allccations of scarce resources
to help evacuate critical perscnnel and egquipment. Govern=-
nent personnel and offices, industry and its workers, and
students and thelr unlversitie in priority to
move to safer locations. The the refugees
were left to m: the move nmuch more on thelr owne IHowever,
even they recelived linlted ald from the L and provin- v
cial governments. Th arnmnent directed thelr move west-
ward, plans and 7 refusees
13

The priority zgroups were usually identiflable in the
mass of migrated west s Sometimes all
(rouys were mixsed in the evacuation: For exanple, with the
nilitary, the wounded soldiers hecane part of the
i1 the thdrawal. During a nove,; groups of students and
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In August 1937, the capital at Jdanking was preparing
for war. VWonen and children had begun thelr evacuation.
The capital and all other bulldings with brightly colored
rocfs were palnted drab gray. Buses were repailnted r'ron
white to olive drab.? Althoush the evacuation was not con-
ducted as efficiently as the Chinese would have preferred,
still, the evacuation followed the original plans. 1In
November, as the Japanese approacned from the west, tnhne eva-
cuation of government ministries to the interior began in
earnest. The government besan to move its ministries to
Hankow, Chungking, Changsha, and other interior cities.
Chungking had been designated to become the national capital
at a later date, but Hankow was desisnated to serve as the
immediate, temporary capital. Hankow was chosen tecause of
its superior communications with Hongkons and Canton wnich

enabled the country to maintaln trade and obtain supplies

from the outside world. As the ministries moved to the in-
terior, skeleton staffs, consistinzg of the ministers and T
their nighest subordinates, stayed in Hankins with Chiang
Kai-shek until the weelk before Nanking's fall.

When the decislon was made to move the ministries, the
government undertook a major personnel change. For two
reasons, the government discharged a vast number of enployeses,

surplying only enouzh money for the employees to reach thelr

2 Ay 5 'b
&..\A'!YTI ‘;u(sust L"' 19;’7' p. 2.
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homes. The first reason was the sovernment's shortage of
revenue, so the dilscharges were an economy measure. Secondly,
the sovernment's shortage of transportation meant it was im-

all of its workers. All sovernment
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departments except the military bureaus retained about
one=rifth orf thelr prewar stafr. [For the most part these
jischarged zovernment officials joined the exodus noving

to the west. They hoped that when the capital was reesta-
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blished, they would be able to get thelr old jobs back.
Cther parts of the populatlon were leaving Janking.

Five thousand wounded were evacuated to Hankow and cothexr

»e

V

b=
]
ct
@
2
-
9]
H
.
o
oy
' 4
e
b )
(4]
o1
C
r
(]
'J
F 73
e
-
P
v
LR
-
O
(4]
-
-
i
D
o
e
:
(l
o
<]
J
i
5
=
-
£
¢]
v
a
!
o 1
ct
’b
£
—

prevented everything from being evacuated. The archives
and government equipment leaving for Hankow were evacuated
by steamer, rallroad, buses, and truciks. The evacuatio:
venicles were over-=loaded wilth government employees, thelr
families, and their Lelongings. Cften, enployees had to
abandon their families since the government would only pro-
vide transportation for the employees themselves. Famllles
then strugzled west without thelr househo head. OCn

= F : : z . e, %o
November 19, an executlive of the Forelgn !Manlstry toldd

v 3 7 - v QA ¥ +
aan Durdin, "Wanking Scatters Iilr t
~ "N ym . s a1} ~ p e Lo
s On," NEL, Novembey 17, 1937, D+ 1.
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F. TMillnan Durdin, "We are leaving ninety percent of our

4]

things; thexre are simply no faclilitles for taking more.'

The Felpinz art treasures, stored in a new nuseun in

Nanking, were evacuated to the west. Fourteen thnousand out

of fifteen thousand cases of palace art treasures were trans-

ported to and Faochl. The remaining thousand

cases were left btehind to fall into the hands of the Japanese.-
The natlonal government was successfully relocated at

Hankkow after the fall of Nanking. Servicey werse expanded, de-

fenses were prepared, and prlans were completed ror a future
avacuation. The Hankow government immediately bemn organ-
1zins the flow of refusees to the western provinces.

For example, in the Yangtze Rlver, there wers Iiflty

areas of dangerous rapids all within 350 nauntical ml

o ) M Al p R § ] oA .~ - . 3] Al S P A o Vs B ’
In the fall of 1938, the Mlnlstry of Communlcations instructed
s = g \ " ey Y + vy oy 3 + +
the Bureau of Navigatlion to organlze towing stations. Witn
vy A ’ . » 3 ¥ v T N
ity towing statlions operating durin v twenty=six nonth
" NN o - -~ ! * p Yl 5 - . o . " yeun
period, t owineg service wae rendered 1 ya 9y tlimes to steaamelrs,
STR | .y | LTS oy Tyyyy toe )
LR -~ gt ) KA L JUNRS
\ b ! 1 v \ . A\ 4 Y HE a v .
From Hankow, the government directed the operations o1
. . . b . - P vy ] v w . ] !
a nation: It insured a stable monetary supply, nanaged the
————_
iy . N "y \ 2 | S 3 % M o " o .
"Durdin, "Grim Thronsgs Qult Nankinz as Troops iove to
s [ TEEETR C s . ram g D) N ey v
front v Nil g NOovemboer l"' L\‘ Yioe ,\\o ln
3
o - L o e R Y RO
"Pelping Art Treasures Are Safe in Two Cltles," YT,
¥ . " 4 Y I
January v 1938, P Ll
Y e v 1 o b » il \ + % oo A gy % NN
Chinese Ministry of Educatlion, <hinn Handbook, 1637 = Yo
A o o 7§ M N
(New York, 194 ) U 3




stablishment of industry, arranged foreign loans with

hich 1t could carry on the war and support it

197]

currency,

and directed the fighting of its armies.

The evacuation of Hankow was much more orderly than that

of Nanking. 3y mid-June, the government had ordered the

farllies of officlals and nonessential state enployees to

ijerart. 3y early July, the evacuation of women and children

was well underway. A speclal technical corps 1in charge of
publicity, transportation, fire fighting, first aid, enter-

tainment, engineering, and espionage had been established.
The majority of the porulation, including orsanizations
of students, farmers, labor, women, merchants and cultural

roups was mobilized. Zach organization was assizned tasks

to accomplish in support of government plans. This mobili-

)

zation placed the civilian population undexr the direct con-
trol of the government. By late Cctober, the majority of
the civilian population had been evacuated from Hanlkow.
After 15,000 rickshaw pullers left with their families, the
remaining civilian officials had to evacuate on foot with
the ald of thousands of human bearers. dssentlal utilities
centinued opverating untll the Japanese arrived. For exanpl
the main generating plant was not evacuated until tuc days
prior to the Japanese occupation of the city.

In Chungking, the

government immediately besan to or-

- . - -~ 0 PR - -~ 1 - N
ganize the city, to prepare for the tremendous lncresase in




population, industry, and educatlonal institutions. The
problems raced were tremendous. The 1927 population of

Chungkings was 203,294, By 1939, the population exceeded
550,000. The municipal linits by 1640, were three times

. N { -
larger than the municipality before the expansion. There

was a huge refugee population to care for; industry had to

e N 3

: be settled and reestablished as fast as possible; the mili-

.

tary front had to be stabllized; and to complicate matters,

S

the Japanese began bombing heavily in 1939.

™) 5 o ‘ 4 xQ ) o - " 20 o 7 b
The Tirst alr ralds in the spring of 1939, foryced the

government to evacuate the civilian population. During the

v

llion peorle were moved

o

evacuation, nearly cne-and-a-half mn
to the countryside surrounding Chungking. Jearly all motor
vehlcles were mobilized to evacuate the civilian population.
Government offilcials, lacking thelr offlcial cars, were
using rickshaws to get around town during the evacuation.
ilajor changes were made in the appearance of the cilt
Tremendous nunbers ol new bulldings were ergected to house
the population, new universitlies, and new indi
April of 1939, the Public Works Bureau began construecting

fire lanes. llore than 9,600 old buildinzss and houses were

torn down to create fire lanes whlch contalned the rlres




caused by Japanese flre bcmbing.9

In the Southeast provinces, the provincial sovernment
officlals and enployees were also undergoing their own eva-
cuation. All of the provincial capltals were either occupied
by the Japanese, or were not sultable for carrying on sovern-

ment affalrs within the city limits because of bombing and

&l

e

fron areas threatened with invasion and reestablished in

ucation up to and including some colleges were reestablished :
out of harms way. Governmental offices were disversed

throuzshout the bprovinces to avoid creating easily identi-

fiable targets. (Cheklang will be presented as a detailed ;

~

jllugtration 1n section LEll.
Both the national government and the provincial sovern-

ments continued to function efficlently in the national ener-

zency. The bureaucracy mowilized the many segments of thne

population ani exerted control throushout the retreat.

c il

7Chinn Zandbools, . 905.
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Cne of the more drmamatlc stories of the retreat was the
movement of China's lndustry from the coastal provinces to
the interior. The movement of Chinese industry to the west

was essential i1f China intended to save ner industrial base

ILimited though 1t was, this industry was needed to mainta

an effective war effort. Virtually all of the industry

1

staining the national government during the war was noved

inland from the coast. Very little industrial development

ment succeeded in moving whole factorles, large stocks of

finished goods, pieces of equipment, and its skilled lato:

force to the western provinces.
There were great obstacles facing the movement of all

this personnel and equipment. Perhavrs the most serious

obstacle was the lack of adequate transportation facilitiles.
China lacked a devaloped rail network, especially in the .

west. With few trucks and even fewer mechanical pouered
ships, industrial equipment had to be loaded primarily by
hand and moved by Junk, cart, truck and nany other make-

shift means. Sometlmes an ilndividual factory or plece of

equipnent was reestablished and put into preduction several

tines before arriving at its final destination. The skil

7]

lator necessary to operate the machinery was siven equal

\ anls }
he workers, the

o}

riority in the evacuation. Without




zovernment could not expect to quickly resume productiocn.

The evacuation of China's industry btesan at Shanghal.
A large propvortion of the nation's industry was concentrated
within the Shanshal region. This was a major reason the
government decided to defend Shanghai.lO For example, out
of the approximately 200 electrical manufacturing factorles
in China in 1637, 159 were located in the Shanghal area,
approxinately three-fourths of the total.l* The Nationalist
government began the evacuation cf factorles and industry
at the outbreak of war. The director in charge of the eva-
cuation was the !inister of =Zconomic Affalirs, Dr. Wong
Wen=-nao. Wong nade several critical decisions abeut priori-
ties in the movement of types of industry. He concentrated
on moving heavy industry and the arsenals. From Shanghai,
China salvased less than ten percent of her textile capa-
city, little more than forty percent of her nmachine shops
and heavy industry, and more than eighty perceant of the
capacity of itz obsolescent nllitary qrsenals.lc ArPproxi-
mately one-nunired million Chinese dollars worth of indus=-

trial equipment was moved west from Shanghai.l?

10p, 7. Liu, A _iMlitary History of odern C
(Princeton, JJ: Princeton University Press, 19

111nid., ». 154,

12Theodore H., White and Analee Jacoby,
China (Jew York: William Sloane, 164c), p. 50.

12J50hannes A hlers, "China Finances Her wWar," Asia, 38
(June 1938), p. 366.
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he tenaclious defense of Shanghal by the
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Chinese arny, the evacuation of industry was difficult to
carry out. The removal of industrial plants from Shanghai
began late, because, businessmen were reluctant tc nmove

thelr plants, and the government was slow in making deci-
sions of what to move and how. hanghal liachine Vor

- . | N 3 v 2 . v N I = -~ -~ + e R
exanple, one of the finest machine shops in the country,
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Creak wntlil two weeks after
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begin its move up Soochow
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row boats, covered with leaves and branches for canouflage

from alr attack, and moved up the river to the Yangtze.

From the Yangtze, the equlpment was evacuated to the west.LT

Cther equipment, that had a lower priority or was more

difficult to nmove, was first moved into the International

Settlement. ILater,

Kwangsi, Hunan, or Klangsl province by ship, railrcad, and

e

Y X - ~ ¥ ~ e T Iy N ¢ + -
truck. The evacuation succeeded in moving only 14,000 tens
o o Scset Yoot i Y N Ry b L5
of equipment before the fall of Shanghal.
The evacuation of Tinancial capital was another major

5

story. At the beginning of the war, the Chinese banks aoved
their gold bullion and silver reserves into the Interna-

tional Settlement. From there, the banks succeeded in

144 P
1%ynite, Thundser, D. 50.
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nad been loaded by hand. [uch of the machinery could not be

rried on the tiny river steamers, so the Chinese lashed

a

the heavy machinery to pontoons. They then flocated tl}

i)

e pon-
toons, tied them to the steamers and sent everythinsg throuzh
the raplds of the Yangtz 6.2l  3ome of the heavier machiner Ty

such as the two blast furnaces at Hanyehping were blown up.

A total®of forty-one rercent of the 516 factories in the

wuhan area vere moved to the interior of China. Tuelve

o

percent of the remaining factories were destroyed by the

Chinese.22
Szechuan was a hodgercdge of strange adaptations to local '
conditions. Steel factories were bullt with bamboo beans,
blast furnaces were supplied by coal carried in hand bas-
kXets, and corper refineries consuuned copper coins ccllected

from the peasantry.<’ Steel factories in Chungking produced

> -
<l \mite, Thunder, p. 57.
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<3vhite, Thunder, p. 57.
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fanson, "Chians Xal-s hek's Aray," Asia 2
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an industrial tour of Chunzking. They were shown a medium
sized steel plant that manufactured many products from ship
anchors to steel rails. It had two electric steel furnaces,
extensive iron and steel casting sections, and well-equipped
machine shops. The factory's traveling cranes were built
and designed in Chungking. A new two-and-a-half million
dollar steel plant was being built with a thirty-ton Etlas
furnace, ten ton oven hearth and ten inciz rolling mill. The
correspondents were shown a2 vegetable oll crach
which utilized vegetable oil and rape seed to produce 30,000

Zallons of gasoline a month. Althouzsh not visited, the

\f

reporters were told of the military arsenals at Hanking,
Fanwang, xwung-hsian and Talyuan, which had been noved into

o4 3 TG ¥ - +armmAly o
hungking arsenal produced machine gun parts, trench nortars

=) v . ~ » oy - e 2 Fe] >
were showm included silk weaving, cotton spinning, and elec-

- . - - + - R + A . o =Y
tric equipment factorles. At that time, there were thousands

. ’35
- 1 2 4 " 33 &= 9 3 -~ 4= - &
of uworkers in the area, clearing additional industrial sites.

Throughout the west, communications, trade and banicing

were established for the first time. New radio statlions and

Turough tung oll and tea exports, new trading companies were

2
~

I

P. Tillman Durdin, "China Can't Buy Planes Here now,!
A...(:T’ l\ I’ l 1C l;,::g’ p. Oo
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established to obtaln foreign capital for the national

2 =)
government.“© The vita
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in the nunmber of re
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in Chungking. ZEy 1939, 1,185 trademarks were listed, 349

of which belonged to foreign merchan 27

Branches cf the Central lint were established by lioven-
ber 1939, in Chungkling, Chengtu, Ianchow, and Kweilin.
They turned out millions of copper and nickel coins. In

Chinese vanlis were established

pA

in the southuwest and western rrovinces to incl

e twuenty-

~

four branches in Szechwan, thirteen in Hun=an, eleven in

Yunnan, nine in Fukien, seven in Kwanzsi and six in

/-\‘“,
e
o

-x-.:l"l gtun Se

anount of refugee industry. In Kiangsi province, almost

o

every city and town had new banking facilities, expanded

v

ct

trade, newly established factori

(0]

S, and expanded old fac-
tories. Kwellin was constructing important railways, and
in southern Kiangsi, new mines were being developed. Coastal

spimning and weaving factories, machine factories, alcohol

26 "China's Industries Fight Ctn," p. 24.
27 Ibid.s Ds 27,
28 1bid.
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factories, paper manufacturies, a cement factory and an
electrical equipment plant were relocated in Hunan. How=-
ever, the central government insured the majority of re-
sources were moved to the less vulnerable west. Cf the
448 private factories that moved into free China, 121 rees-
tabtlished themselves in Hunan, twenty-three in Xwangsi, and
tuenty-three in all the other southern provinces. Two-
hundred fifty-four moved to Szechu.n.29

In the early 1930s the latlionalist government began to

form production cooperatives By the time of the Japanese

invasion, western and southwestern China industrial coop-

eratives consisted of small groups of workers who cooperated

in the production of essential consumer products. The indus-

trial cooperatives in west China (excluding Xwanstung,
fwancsi, and Hunan) numbered 336 with 4,528 members. The
cooperatives! activities included spinning and weaving, pro-
duction of food stuffs, chemicals, metuls, printing, civil
encineering, leather tannery, pottery, paper manufacturing,
radio parts, and small generator works. In Hunan, by Noven=-
ber 1940, the industrial cooperatives numbered 12,660 with
387,000 members. They produced paper, nanufactured sugar,
made handicrafts, spun cloth, and wove ramie. These indus=-

trial cooperatives obtained small loans of capital, and

used old slkills and outdated machines, providing essential

29 yanking Theological Seminar, The Great (drsration
and the Church Behind the Lines (Shanghai, 19#1) D.
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local products that otherwise would not have been avallable
- 30
to the civilian vopulation.-

A P a ; | . - Y e act i marec -3 += linyny 4
white, in Thundexr Cut of China, estimates that 400 mpajor

factorles with over 200,000 tons of eguipment were moved in

this retreat.31 The arrival of industry, banks, skilled
orker and tradesmen in China's west produced a remarkable
transformation Before 1937, Western China had almost no

ma jor industry wlth the exception of some small mining

operations. By 1939 1t was the center of unocoupied China's

3 . + m) - -4 AL . PR AR APNEee QA+ + 14 o4
industry. This extraordinary effort enabled the HNationalist
v mary s + + 3 . 1 ' 3= Tay = -

sovernment to contlnue the war. Vithout this small, secure

industrial base, China could not have produced weapons and

-an

annmunition for its armies, malntained modern communications

(o)

nony; China would not have been

or sustalned a wartime ec

able to resist the Japanese.

o

l1ities begcan in July, 1957 the educational

~

tablishment of China began its move inland away from the

Japanese. Cut of China's 108 institutions of higher leamiing,

o .

ninety-four were eilther forced to move inland or clese

))

-~
-~

down. -< By fall of 1939, the educational system was afaln

31'-;.'hite. Thunder, pe. 56.

321v4d., p. 650.
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vear before the war. 30 Three

ma jor learning centers were established, Chungking, Chengtu
and Kunming. The four great universities of the north,
Peliing National, Tsinghua, Yen-ching, and Hankal were
nese when they invaded Northern China.

attacked by the Japa

e on N A - v v + ~ v
te were on sunmner vacation and nany

The ldnlistry of Education called for the students to
appear at two rendezvous points. The plan was to Tfound two
united universities, at Sian and at Changsha. From Sian, v
the students of two colleges were sent by ralluay to
their move to southern Shensi. The students traveled in
box cars while the professors, traveling in second class
wagons, Tormulated the new university's curriculum. When the

students and faculty arrived at the end of the ralluay, they

€ -.

mountains wnder lead-

into three sections of five hundred each. Iach unit was

rreceeded by a police section, foraging squad, and communi-

the foraging squads distributed the food they collected.

33 1vid. p. 59.
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The local authorities boarded the students in stables and

farm houses. The engineering students set up their radios
to catch the evening broadcast and displayed the news on
posters for the students behind them. Upon arrival in
central Shensi, the students and faculty guickly organized
the University of llational Revolt. 34

On Hovember 1, 1937, Changsha Temporary University

cpened. Houever, because of the rapld evacuation of Peiping

=

ofessors lacked their classroom notes, stu-
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dents had no books or clothes and the consolidated library

had a very limited collection of books. When Nanking fell,

the University moved to iunming in Yunnan Province. v
Sone of the students stayed behind to serve uith the

army or to support vatriotic causes. However, the majority
chose to make the long trip to Yunnan. A smnall sroup of
students and faculty (less than 300) walked 1,000 nmiles in
sixty-eight days through wild, lawless territory. The
majority of the faculty and students traveled by train and
ship.3:

When the new Southwestern Unlversity opened, it adnmin-

istered entrance exams which included gquestions of “define

soclety. « « states » « nation. « . Defline capitallsm. . .

3b1bi4.

35John Israel, "Southwest Associated University: Sur-
vival As An Ultimate Value." Prepared for Columbia Modern
China Seminar, Fall 1975, p. 15.




These questions are evidence of the political concerns

of the acadenic elite.

The students found thelr academic performance vas ham=-

1S}

pered by primitive living conditions. !any of the students

-

nere domiciled in an old abandoned theater where they lived
our, six or eight to a room. They sought to study in a
librery with limited seating, rather than in thelr crowded,
dimly 1lit rooms. Worst of all, thelr food rations uere
neazer and nany students experienced hunger for the first
tine.

When the Japanese attacked Shanghal, the Chinese army
gave the universities in the area enousgh time to evacuate
to the west. (ne example of this evacuation rrocess wuas
the move of the llational Cheklang University in Hangchow.
From before the Japanese invasion, the government had planned
to nove the univercity inland. Approximately three to four-
hundred students, faculty and their families were orzanized
and sent as a group to the west. Prior to moving, the stu-
dents prepared for the evacuation and studied diligently
during alr raids at langchow. In November, after the

Japanese broke through the defense lines of Shanghail, the

36Anna Louise Strons, "China lioves Inland," Asia, 38
(June 1938) p. 358.
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university finally packed up its books, disassembled 1its

chenistry and physics laboratories, and moved towards

The majority of the students and faculty traveled by
steamboat and Jjunk, while some others took the overland
route. The flow of refugees and wounded soldlers, and the
dlisorganization of the retreat, disrupted plans to make an
orderly move to Kiangsi. The university broke up inteo small
groups which worked thelr way to the west. When they
reached Shangtien in February, 1938, they rebullt and re-
urnished some abandoned builldings and began classes.

Sixty percent of the student body was without financial
support because they were separated from their families on
the coast and were unable to pay thelr fees. The ldnistry
of Education granted student loans that were to be repald
two years after the war. The students were given work to
earn this support, which resulted in bringing the students
to the countryside. The hydraullc ensineering department
bullt flood control dikes, the wuiversity operated a vil-
lage school, and agriculture students established coop-
eratives to help the government resettle refugees. The
students established a local newspaper and the university
medical service provided medlcal care to the country people.
In addition, the medical service conducted a health edu-

catlion prosran for the peasants.37

7Prans 1dchael, "University on the larch: sational
Chekiang University, Eangchow,' Asia 39 (Jan. 193€) pe. 33=35.
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liost of the universlities dlid not have a surplus of tine

-

1 $ean s o + o -
e stucents at sun lat=sen

University in Canton were poling boats with the college

library on board when the Japanese entered the city. Th

v

[#]

northern universities had to leave their books and eguip-
ment because of the rapvid Japanese invasion.

~ ~

Not all of the schools of China moved to the West. In

the southeast provinces, many colleges and secondary schools

r locations, but within the provinee of their

The significance of this intellectual nobilization wuas
not only the continued education of those who would assume {

future leadership roles. The move also brought wuniversity

0
ot
A

udents into contact with the majority of the population

hina for the first time. Students had assumed a role

(o]
h
Q

wnich urged national resistance against the Japanese. Nowu
they had the opportunity to personally implement their con-
victions. Some students chose nmilitary service in order

to fight the aggressors personally. Cthers chose to work

in the villages, trying to mobilize the population in

support of the war effort. However, the najority of students
continued their studies at the newly established universities.

Most of the students had never traveled outclde the cities

and therefore had no idea of rural conditions. They saw

38Nank1n5 Theological Seminary, The Great ligration,
P. 5.
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for the first time how the majorlity of

living, and although most were repelled by rural conditions,
some did centribute to the national war effort by providing
leadership and direction to the war effort in the country-

side.

The pRefuczees

t33

y far the largest group, ¥et the most difficult to ana-
lyze was the mass of peoprle who migrated westward. The
refusees can be broadly classified as consisting of pea-
sants, laborers, shop keepers and craftsmen, but it included
people from all walks of life.

The nigration began with the attack on Shanghail. By
the time the Japanese entered Shanchail, the commercial
center was empty. The factory districts were evacuated,

Ry

burned, or bombed out. Ten to sixteen million people

Tfrom the Shanghal = lNanking region moved west in sedan
chalrs, rickshaws, horse drawn carriages, donkeys, mules,
handcarts, wheelbarrows, on foot, in sailboats, in Junks
and snnpnns.3°

Cn December 22, 1937, thirty thousand refugees Jjammed
Chuncshou gate in Nanking anxious to leave. Everyone was

heading towards Hankow. One newspaper report sald eonly

3strons, "China loves Inland," P. 369.




200,000 remained in Nanking on liovember 22, 1937, out of a
- LG

stored to crder, the population was only one-half of what

it had been before the war. \here there were 12,000

stores, shops and eating houses, now there was only 2,500.51
The flood of refugees into the city of Hankow gquickly de-

vleted the city of food and medical supplies. The govern-

ment moved the refugees to ral districts where food was
cheaper and employment was available. Hach of the forty-

elsht counties of Hopel were asked to subsidize five thou-
sand refugees and find work for them. The YMNCA and YWCA
operated camps that tried to educate and find jobs for
refuzees. The old provincial guilds cared for the refugees
from the guilds' home provinces. Groups of workers and
students operated a lialson service to train the non-native
provincial armies. They interpreted provincial dialects,
provided medical service, entertained and did propaganda
work.¥2 As the refucees passed along the roadside, zover
ent autheorities sought to provide the immediate necessities

of rice and shelter, but they insisted on keeping the flow

%0%, T41lman Durdin, "Chinese Admit Retreat," XNYT,
November 22, 1937, p. 12.

H1njankine population one half before war," LYT,
larch 12, 1939, p. 36.

QZStrons. "China Moves Inland," p. 370.
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moving west. They were heartily assisted "by local offi-

clals and

3

esidents who resarded the immigrants somewhat

as a horde of devouring locusts who, if once allowed to

| o

settle down, would eat up al
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the crops."b
, and friends of relatives, had their hospitality
taxed to the limit from their temporary visitors. Imnmi-
srants found employment, established tusiness feor them=-
selves, or were emrloyed by sovernment reliefl projects.
he refugees suffered terrible hardships. Freguently
bombed and strafed by Japanese gircraft, suffering from

a lack of food and shelter, and uncertain of the future,
they continued to press westward. In February of 1635, the
Central Emergency Relief Commission estimated that of the
ten million refugees it had dealt with, five million were
destitute and near starvation. The other five million
were able to support themselves or find accomodations with
relatives and *-1enas.4“ Ctne year later, relief workers
estimat that no less than two million refugees died from
malnutrition, exposure, cholera, cold, dysentery and

L
malaria.*>

43Nankine Theolorical Seminary, The Great Idgration,

~

po ~e

4P, T1llman Durdin, "Five Iillion Chinese Starving in
Flight," NYT, February 10, 1938, p. 12.

5“allet Abend, "Iillions in China Wander Homeless,"

I\.Y‘T' xarCh 2:' 1930p po 11.




The government tried teo normalize conditions in Hankow

as much as possible. Some supplies reached the city from
the outside world. When non-military supplies arrived in
town, the newspapers carried advertisements advertising
sun £lasses, American cigarettes, novels, magazines, Him=-

rod's asthma cure, rouge, razor blades, veterinary supplies,

veast tatlets, and biscuits. All these items sold at

The attitude of the population in Hankow inpressed many
correspondents and military observers. John Gunther,

correspondent to the Jew York Times, reported in liay 1838,

"There's very little defeatism irn Zankow now. The behavior
of the people during the air raids shows it sharply. Th

140

people laugh at the ralders or else get mad.! (tne Ameri-

"

In the southeast provinces, ropulation increases in the
interior cities were not due to increases of nigrants fron
outside the southeast rrovinces. The majority of the in-
crease was attributed to the movement of the population

from occupried and immediately threatened areas to inland

L6.. . :
UXT, lay 5, 1938, p. 12,

“71etter. James lcHugh to Commander J. !l. Creighton,
June 7, 1938, Cornell University, Archives, Box 9, File 1.
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cities.~® For example, the population of the interior

city of Yenping, Fuklen province, doubled rising from a

prewar Tizure of twenty thousand to forty thousand. The

v

border town of Iwangtseh, at the head waters of the lin
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going from three thousand to
six thousand due to a larce increase in boat people. Cther

imnigrants reaching ImMantseh, were emplecyed in five new

factories. The new construction additionally attracted 4
g larze number of carpenters and masons. Yuznling, in

western Hunan, went from a pooulation of ten thousand to
two=hundred thousand.“S Ningsia province was prepared to
accept one million war refugees. Plans were made to utilize ¢
the refuzees for constructing highways and mining of coal.
The evacuation of the major cities was dramatic. Only 1

one guarter of the population of Hangchow remained in

February of 1938. The population was reduced from 600,000

cuated the city. Cf the original population of fifteen
million, by larch 1939, not more than 25,000 inhabitants

remained (the figure of 25,000 does not include people in

uDxanking Theological Seminary, The Great ldsration,

H91p14., p. 4.
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5O"Japanese Resume larch of Soochow," 1.YT, February 2,
1938, ». 3.




quarters at night and the homeless refugees were forced to

N P ~ + 3 + ~ + X2 WY
total evacuation of Canton can be ascribed to the terrible

v

Upon arriving at Chunglking, the refugees experienced

great difficulty coving with living conditions. When the

Tlow of refugees threatened to overwhelm the city, the

Ty gn ~t - ~ «9 2 ~ 3 ~ e

Chuncking authorities would not allow any nore landings of
v " - ™ X 1 A o

refurees in the city. Thousands were required to land

severnl hundred miles south of the cilty and move inland on

food. The tremendous expansion of Chungking created heavy
pressures on the city. In December of 1937, there was no v

housing avallable, because all housing had been taken by
earlier refugees. Even the shops were rented out at night.

o

The shops would do business in the day and rent out their

streets during the day. There was a tremendous
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food shortage and authorities urged all refugees going t
Szechwan to bring thelr own food supplies. Transportation
into Chungking from Hankow was almost impossible to find.

Trains and river boats were booked two months in advance

and alrplanes, for those who could afford them, had reser-

Slxnllet Abend, "Japan Reviving Canton 3usiness," YT,
ltarch 17, 1939, p. 10.
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vations as much as one nmonth in advance. Even after arrival

in Chungking, the refugees found themselves subjected to

intense air attaclzs and were forced to evacuate the city.52

"

52ugefugees Choke Chungking," NCH, December 29, 1937,
p. 486.
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CHEEIANG, A PROVINCIAL CASE

Cheklang province in 1938 is a good example of the site-

untion in the Southeast provinces; the goverament was strong,

vicorous, and effective. The government had organized to =

-
1

hiszh desree the defenses, trade and communications of the

~

province in spite of Japanese occupation of Chekiang's
ma jor city, Hanchow. 1

The province of Chekiang best illustrates the orgeni-
zation of the Southeast provinces. The provincial authori-
ties mainteained close communications with the Central govern-
ment at Ilankow and referred to the government for authority
and direction. Assuning that the Japanese would eventually
invade the province, they had collected over 160,000 rezular
troops. In addition, they had a strong irregular army.
The covernment made a declision to arm the people; it assumed
the peovle had a will to fight rather than to submit to in-
vacsion. This arming of the people indlicated the confidence
the zovernment had in its abllity to retain the people's
allegiance.

The task of recruiting and training a standing army of

1.11zabeth Chambers, "Cheklans is Ready for Japan,"
Asia, 38 (Cctober, 1938), 612 - 14, This article is the
source of this section. The reliability of the information
is corroborated in an Zditor's note prefacing the article.
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ruerrillas was entrusted to & group of “specilal commissioners*
who were nilitary men with wide experience. lach reported
directly to the provincial government and had nine hsien in
his jurlisdiction. Thirty-thousand men were recrulted every
month to attend a three month suerrilla training course.

They uere then sent baclk to their village armed to serve in
the village militia. Ten percent of each month's group of
men was retained for further training and eventual service

in the repgular army. This ten percent was known as the

A(

tzu wei tui (self-protection corps). 3By Cctober 1938, there

wvere already fifty thousand trained men in the self-protec-
tion corps. DThe goal of the program was te train 100,000 ¥
men to resist the Japanese 1f they invaded Chelilans.

In the immediate vicinity of Ningro, the pre-uar coastal
carital of Cheldiang, ralluay tracks had been torn up to
male lincpo as inaccessible as possible; trenches and pill-
boxes were constructed facing enemy avenues of approach;
the province's highway network was in a state of good re=-
pair. Food was cached, ammunition dumps were created, the
population was drilled in practice maneuvers, water storage
facilities were created, and defensive positions were all
prevpared in exceptional detall. The regular army was re=
celved with friendliness and goodwill, because of its good

behavior. Hocspitals were set up in advance, small ones in

the countryside, largcer ones at the important population

RSN Y



centers. Nurses were trmined and medical equipment was

sathered. The government's defense plan included the

r1lian populations'! role,

e « « according to the plan, if the Japanese
should brealk through the regular army's line,
the town folk and country peorle are to burn
their villaces and flee to the hills where
the supplies of food and water are stored.

At night the self=vprotection corps will come
inte play, naking nightly reids upon Japa=
nese garrisons and lines of communications,
layins mines, tearing up roads and then dis-
avrpearing by day into the hills. It sounds
verhaps a little oversimplified, but its
importance lies in the fact thnt it reflects
the resolution of the people themselves to
talke part in armed resistance.<

The sovernment's offices were dispersed throughout the

province. In order to avoid attack and to preserve mo-

bility, no one towun or city housed many governmental offices.

The provincial authorities also controlled trade within
the province. They closed Chekiang's coastal ports to
decelve the Japanese about the effectiveness of the Japanese
blockade. Only three ships made the Ningpo to Shanghail
. They were controlled by detalled regulations that
permitted only one vessel to enter the port each day. OCne
3ritish ship and two Chinese ships, with German and Italian
papers, carried on this limited trade. By usling thes

methods, the provincial authorities hoped to prevent the

21bid., p. 613.
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Japanese from completely cutting off all trade with Shanghai.

Because of the slowing of trade, the province had an
abundance of wealth. liarket places overflowed with pro-
éduce that normally went to Shanghail. Iarge stores of con-
suner goods were found in the market place produced by the
local village industries. The authorities were trying to
c£ain access to the world market to dispose of excess tea,
silk, wood, and oil. Smugglers used the intricate networl:
of snall canals that lace the lower Yangtze valley to carry
on a limited trade with Shanghal. For example, certain fil-
atures were working at top cavacity with the silk that was
steadlly Tlowing into the city. Chekiang also supplied arms
and amnunition to Shansghal area irregulars. The location
of the suerrilla headquarters for operations from Shanchal
to Sunglking was located in Chekiang, with orders conmunicated
by radio.J

The government raised revenue by means of taxes and
control of exports. For example, the rolled tobacco mono=-
poly consisted of a tax of fifty percent on the wholesale
price of a packaze of cigarettes. A combine of wood oil
exporters had been organized to secure a portion of these
sales revenues. The provincial authorities, throuch the

combine, bought wood oil from peasant producers for thirty-

nine dollars and sold it at forty-five.

J1bid., p. 614,
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All transportation was controlle

by the government.

ol
us service was cheap and popular. The flow of traffic

tit

on one lane roads was controlled by telephone between
sisnalling stations. XRickshaw carts and carrying porters
were organized tc supplement truclk and bus service.

The organization of Cheklang bty the provincial zovern-
ment demonstrates the high degree of control that could be

found in many places of unoccupied China,

"




The findings in this study suggest that the Kuonintang
and provincisl governments of the Yangtze River Valley and
southeast played a more proninent role in organizing and
leading the liationalist hezira than has been previously
surposed. Chalmers Johnson's interpretation of the Sino -
Japanese lar (1637 - 1945), as noted in the introduction,
shows that the Communist Party, by contrast with the
Kuonintang,

¢« ¢« « Offered to neet the needs of the
peonle for leadership in orcanizing resis-

tance to the invader and in alleviating war
induced anarchy in the rural areas.l

But it has been shown that during the hegira of 1937 = 193¢,

[ et

the Xuonmintans and provinclal covernnents along the Yangtce

River Valley and in the southeast, offered leadership and
organization too.

The evidence shows it was the govermment's effective
orcanization and leadership that enabled the Chinese in

central and southeastern China to cope with the Japanese

invasion. The nmilitary carried out the government's orders

to cover the retreat and thereby bought the time needed to

ljonns n, Beasant lationalism, p. 7.
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save the stratesically important elements of the population.

The government not only planned and executed the retreat,
with all of its complexities, but also maintained unin=-
terrupted services to the nation while moving its own
offices. The governnent insured critical industrial re-
sources were saved and reestablished in safer western
locations. The country's educational system was relocated
and funded by the government. Finally the millions of
veople fleeing from the Japanese were siven assistance and
direction by the various governments involved.

The maintenance of defense, comnunications, and an
econony shows that the governments of the Y¥angtze 2River
Valley and the southeastern provinces orgsanized and led
the resistance of the Chinese to the Japanese invasion fronm
1937 to 1939. However, the HIT falled to continue the
leadership and organization they had implemented to
move the population to the lest. Alter reestablishing it-
self, the XIT ceased to meet the needs of its mobilized
followers, resulting in the second Yhegira" to Taluan

in 1049,
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