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S U M M A RY

s o c ;~~y ~ttempt s to descr Ibe ~nd to ~ losser o~ te nt , to
( n n oI y~~o , comb~.t Int e l I I~ionce ~ n d  r~ conn~~I s s~~nco In Sov iet qrour.’1

forces ~t v~~j  d i v i s i o n  ~n~
1 sm~~l b r  u n i t  l e v e l ,

It is ~‘~~so~ on ~ussI~~n I~~n~ u~~~o sources op enl y p u hllshed in

t h e  m oe en t  p~~st in th~ Sovio t Union . Tho O S S ~~ \’ l n cI u ’~es

io scr ip tlo ns of the pr inc lç’i o s of combat ~nt ol I ftonco; h.~s l c
cc l Ioc t  ion m~~thc’ 1~~, ~oth t.~c t ic ~iI ~~~ toc hn ic~~l; ~n d  ~mHeyr~ont
p~~t t e m n s  of ro c ’ n n~~I ~~~~~ u ni t s . T he  es s~~v c c r - lu~~os w i t h  

~b r i of , s.i~~j c c t I v e  ev n Iu ,~t icn ~ f Soviet cor~’ nt In t o I l I - ’ ~~nco ~nd

r~ c~ n n ~~I s s~~ncu .
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The purp ose of th Is reso~ rch ossmy Is t~ 
4
~~s c r b H , ~~~~ to  ~

lessor extent to m n ril yz o ~nd ev~~Iu~ t~ , cort~~ln of t h e  ~‘-‘ri

fun d~ ment~~l ~spocts of ccm 5~ t I n t o I I I ~’enco mn 1 r e c r nn -l s cm r~c

~pp l I c~ b Ie to Soviet croun’4 forces ‘.t tho d i v l s l ’ n  mn 1 smmIl ~)r

unIt l e vel.

Tn~ rosomrch , which resu lted In the dos cr ir~tlv o ~ort icn s H

this ossmy, wm s c o nc ’ uc tj d  by u t l l i z l n q  ~v~ I Inb I o ~usst~~n l~~n~i u ’-~
sourcj~ pu~. ish od from 1765 to I~~72 in the S~ v Iot Unl°n .
Ob v io~I:!y, Inf ormnt ion concorn inD Soviet m I I I t~ ry Int cfII c ’enc o

(, ~nd r~~.onnml ssm n co which Is a v a i l a b l e  In open , m uthor it at ivo

p u hII c z~tlons , is neith er ahun clm nt nor complete . Howover , a f t w
• h oks on Sovie t tactics ~nd artIcles on v~ rio u s facets of cc ’mt at

Int e l I igenco opor~ t icns are o r e nb y nub Il sh .~d by th e M in is t r y  H

Defense of the USSr to Inform and q u i ’ e officers and ser’ ’nnts

of the Sovi et Army. There are frequ ent r~ foronces , for instanc~’ ,
to the pr l n c i r l e s  that are roçm rrte~ as fun damo nt~~I t~ Soviot

combat in t o l I I ~~oncn an 1 roconn~~Issanco . Tho b m s i c  ~•nd I~~ss

sensitiv e methods of roccnn ’ls snnco a r e  also do scrl~’cd , to

l i m i t o l  oxtunt , ~y Sovi et mi l i t a r y  writers . Some inf orn~ tIon is

al so a v a i l m ~~lo on the ways th .~t rccrnn~~issanco units c’” ho

employ ed dur i n~i tho v-~riou s ph~ sos of hatt Ie. Such source

mat e ri al s have provi de d sufficient facts for m Ii ~~Itcd ~ut hc~~~f u I I~ ’
us e ful , survey of the su ”joct.

Unfortun atel y, Inf o rm ati on p e rt a ining to sov e rr l impo rta~ t

areas of interest coul i net ho found and honco , d efinite qap s

• w i l l  ho appn rent in thi s css~ y. Particul a rl y l ls t r~ cti n r was

tho a~ senco of any data ~n the orn~ n i z ’t ’ en ~nd c on p c s i t io n of

the reconnmi ssm nc j group which Is or~’~ n lc to the S~ v i~~t di v l s l ~~n .
Source mate rials wore al s~ un m v a i b ~~b lc •~n~~ rIsof~’r of w~ r
interrog ation , coun tor—m ocennai ssanc e , ~‘nc l on t h~ cm p b c y n ~~r’t of
ilqun ts as collectors of inf o rma ti o n .

Th o ana l y t i c a l  and ev a l u n t i v o  p o rt io ns  of  t h is  os~ ay w c r~’
based in a Iareu measure on the auth or ’s ~wn tr ai n l nq and
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~sslgnments in the . U .S . Army ,  I n i t ia l  b y  as an i n fa n t r y  o f f ic e r
and subsequ ently as a m ilitary t n t n l I i ~ cnce offic er . The

sub joct ivity an ’ l l rn it e t l c ’ ns  of the author ’s pers onal experience

have hopefully boon m odif fod by frequent referrals to the U.S.
Army Field Manu a l on Combat Intel I Ine.nce .

Before proc eeding , It is necessary to explai n  that in the

Russi an languag e , the word “ra2vorikm ” can ho interpr eted as

meanf r~ o l t h or “reconnr.issance ” or “ in toll ic ien cc . ” How ever ,
r econn ai ss an ce , according to U.S. Army usage ,

is a mission undertak en to oblaln Inform ati on , by visual
observatio n or other de tec t ion  methods , about  the
ac t iv Iti es and resources of an enemy or p o t e n t ia l  enemy;
or to secure data concornlnr , the meteoro logic al , hy~ re—

or goegraphic characteristics of a rart l cu lmr
êrea,

On the other hand , combat into ltfr ’on ce is def ined as “that

knowledge of the onomy, weather and geogr aphica l features require d

by a comm a nder In the p la n n i n g  and co nduct  of t a c t i c a l

op e ra tions. ”
2 A c c o r d i no t y ,  for purposes  of t h i s  e s s a y ,  “ razvo d ka ”

was normally trans lated as “r econ n a i s san c e,” or “cornt;at

.i nt elli d once operati ons ” for variety ’s sake. The adjectiva l form

of “razvedka ” was usuall y t rans l ate d as “int e llice nc e . ” But on

a number of o c c a s i o n s  it a ppea red  a d v i s a b l e  to co n c l ud e  that
“razvodka ” could best !~e Interpr eted as m oanin o both “roconn al—( ssance ” and “i~nt elli gence .”

2
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In tho S c v I ..t Ar r’od E~~rct ’s , the te rm m i l i ta r y  re c o n na i s s a n c e
is o f f i c i a l l y  de flno ~ as

tho co l le c t i on  of I n t e l l i c u n co  I n fo r m a t i o n  n~ out the
l o c a t i o n , d i s p o s i t i o n, compos i t i o n, number , arm~ rnont ,
c”i ,t p re pa re d ne s s , c h a r a c te r  of a c t i v i t i e s  and
i~~~ent1en s of tho onomy In the Interests c- f combat .

As d~. ~~~~ d In a Soviet ma nual on tactics , the fo rm rec onna is s ~~ic

~Ise ~iciudcs m e a s u r e s  taken to ob ta i n  l nf e r r na t i c n  not onl y m b ’ e u
t h e en ’my ’s dls r~cs i t io n and Intentions , hut als o a~’out the

( t . r r ~ ~, weath er and area of imp un d i n g oper ations. Fart !cuI~~r) ~n p h e s is  is  ~ Iv c n  to thocollu ct l.n of inform ati o n on tht enemy ’s

n uc l e e r  w oa p ns and ether moan s of mas s ‘ es t r u c t ian. ’

Reco nna is s a n c e  Is ~Iso o f f i c i a l l y  descrI bed as the mo st impo r ta nt

k In d of support pr ovid ed to the com bat o p o r m t l n e  f o r c e s .  For
cor ian~~ors at al l  lev~~Is , the cr~~ n izrtion of re conn a iss anc e

a nd  tntelllc’e nco Is a majo r ros~’o ns 1h i Iit ” which Involv e s net

on ly the co mm a nde r  e nd h i s  s t a f f  hut cem~’at tr-’o~ s and s~’o c ia l

u n i t s  as w e l t .
l n fe r m e t i c n  about  the enemy, h is  d i s p o s i t i o n  end i n te n t i o ns ,

ahcut th o t e r ra i n  a n d  w e a t h e r , and a U — u t  the a rea  of ir r - cnd lno

( c ) 7 e r a t i o n S  is , accc r ino t~ So v i e t  t a c t i c~~I ~oc t r lne , n e c t s s o r v
f . r  t h e  o r ga n l : m t l i n  and s u c c e s s f u l  c o nd uc t  of c om bat  e~ e r a t io n s ..
For only with such In t elliee nc o inf o rm ati o n can a commen ’e r r’oko

a res~ en sIhIe de cision with roa.ar to the com~~a + situ a t io n , or

f o r e se e  th~ c ha r a c te r  of f o r t h cc m I n~ o p e r a t i o n s  ~~~~:‘ the prc ’~~h l e

chenoe s d u ri nr the co u rse  of ba t t le .  To su~~-~ort i t s  ~s : c r r i~~
of tho necessity for int el Hr en c o In~ or ria t ien , Sovi et t a ct i c a l

doc t r in e  f r e q u e n t l y  c i t e s  the e x p e r I e n c e  of  the ‘~~v ie t  Ar ray  in

the Groat  ra t r ;o t ic  W ar ( Th e second  \ f t r l d  W a r ) , T h~~t o x rc r h4ncc

demonstrated that the successful acc oo—l ishn ont of mss )ono~
mi ssI on s was possI b l e , only If the combat forces h’ ~t t N c i r
di sp os a l r e l i a b l e , r etn t i v ~~ly cor ”pl~’to , anJ fIm a~~ly In t ’ l l i ’ ~ nce .

I
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Where roconn aiceanc e and I n t a l I l c ~ nce woro giv en proper

a t ten t ion, ac co r d i n~’ to S c v iet a u t ho r i t ie s  dun n-’ the Second

World War operati cns were accompani ed by success; on the other

hand poorly organi zed reconnaiss ance often became the reason

for defeat .5 Frequent references by Soviet mil i t a r y  writer s to
tho “chron icles ” of the. Second World War are understandable

for that record represents the most recent , large—scale combat

exper ence avail able to them.

So”iet tactical doctrine acknowledges thai- te. obt ain preci se

Intel igence inform ation about the enemy is indeed a corn~~I i ca t ed
H matter, For the enemy w i l l  not only provide security for his

own f-oces but w i l l  attemp t to neutralize the c oll oct ic n efforts

of h is  opponent ’ s r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  and i n t e l l ig e n c e  resources.

In ~d d1 t io n , the enemy w i l t  strive to mislead his opponent by

d e c e p t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s , b y d i s s e m i n a t i n g  f a l s e  i n f o r m a t io n , and  b y
d i s g u i s i n g  his roa l location and activities. In order not to

be misled ~iy the enemy, Soviet comman ders are advised that it is

ne cess a ry  to con’4 uct reconna i s s a n c e  by a v a r i e t y  of means w h i c h
woul d allow not only the cob becti on cf in te l l i ne nco informati on

but w e u i d  a l s o  h e l p  to assure  Its ~o l l ah i I i t y. T h e r e f o re , the
reconnaissance group (RG) , which Is organic to a l l  types of

Soviet div i sions , and the pers onne l and r esou rces  of ccrnbat  un its
must he emp loyed ~ a comb ina t i on  w i t h  elements of the air forces ,
radio — technical units , and artillery, engineer , cho mni c al /

radiati on reconnaissance units and even naval units , when

appropri ate. Soviet m l I it~ ry writers acknowledge that a l l  of
: 1 this comp Ii c~ tes the org anizatIon and conduct of reconnaissance

and m~ kos much higher dem ands on commanders than In the years

of the Second World War.

Coo rdin ation of the efforts of the v a— i ous int ellic ’e n ce

and reconnaissance resources and the timely transmission of

important ~nfc rm at Ion t~ interested commanders and staffs is

a r e s p o n s i bi l i t y  of senior  S o v i e t  commanders , In t he i r  turn

subordinates are requ lre ’~ to report , without delay, the results

of any contact w Ith the enemy and to assure their superiors that

4
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they are cob lecti n ’~ inte l I inonco In form ation by a l t  me ans

avail a b l e  to them , t is imi t c r e stin ’ to n ote  t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e
rosponsibi I li -los of thc dep uty chief of staff for Intel l i gence

nor the functions of the int e l I igenco staff is specifically
described In a v ailable scurce m aterials,

Whe n new i n f o r mat i o n  is receive d , Soviet commanders are

admonish ed to preci sely reacrt it tr the senior comman ders and

i-c briefly but clear ly report it to subordin ates. Currently,

no officer regard less of his ab i I it - es as a comm ander can

• effec flvely employ h is troops and resources If he does not

rocoiv o ti m ely and comprehensive information about the dispositio n

of the enemy .6 The collection , pr ocessin g and evaluation of

intel i gence informat ion is a time and labor consumin g process.

It demands of the commander and his staff the hi oho st erudition ,

person al k n o w l e d g e  of l i k e l y  enem ies , an ” a thoroug h u n d e r s ta n d i n g

of contemporary war-fare .7

f’~ccording to at least one Soviet mi l it a ry authority, the

significance of int e lligenc e and the. role of reconnaissance have

grown considerably since the Second Worl d War, In modern combat

oper aticns , both sides W i l l  be hig hly d yn amic , fast moving and

w i l l  cover a very extensive area.. The situation on the battle-

fi e l d  can change rap idly and c r i t i c a l l y ,  particularly if weapons

of mass destruction are used . Small units w i l l  often be

required i-c accomplish their missi ons in a short amount of time
8whi l e  separated f rom the ma in forces. For this reasrn , ccmran~ ers

even of sm all units w i l l  often need rel i a b l e  intel I i ’encc

information and w i l l  become more directly concerned ~lth the

in t e l l i gence process. For this reason also , the quantity and

scope of tasks which intelli g ence an d reconnaIssance mus t

accomplish has grown cnnsi’1 er n b l y since i-ho Second World W r.

However , i-ho time av a i l a b l e  for orq o n i zi n g intelli g ence and -
•

reconnaiss ance a ctivi ties , and for gathering ant -I pr oco ssin —
informat ion ,hns been sharply curt a iled . Therefore , acc ording to
Soviet m ilitary authorit ies , modern warfare demands a well

* org an izod , high l y  s k i l l e d  intelligence and reconnaissance effort .

• —I
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I I I .  FUNDAM~~~T~~L P~U WCI PL E S OF SOVIET IN TELL IO ENOE

A:~D RECO~ ~JA I S~~A NO~T

Basic p r i n c i p b o s  hevc been e st ablishe d to g u i dc  Sov1~~t
m i l i t a r y  comm a nders , s t a f f s  nn-~ comb at troops in the conduct of

comb at I n t e l l i gence and reconnaIssance ope rati °ns . Those p r i n c i —

r~~es a re :  c o n t i n u i t y,  aggre s s i v e n e s s , pu rp - se f u l n e s s , t i m e l i n e s s ,
r&~i i~~~i I It y and accuracy .9 It Is Instructive to ex am ine

br i e f l y  these n u l d l n r  p r i n c i p l e s  in order to learn what Sov iet

t a ct i c ia ns c ’-ns l d er Import ant in the intelligence ~rocess. It

is a l so intor e sti n c ’ to note that whole articles have been dovrtc-c~
to exr a l n t n n  thes~ princ i p l e s  ~o Soviet soldhi rs an d officers.

C o n t i n u i ty (nop r~~ryvnos t ’ )  of i nt c l i i r o n co  o p c - r a t i o n s
e r ’p has iz e s  the n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a l l  comman d ers  a n d u n i t s  to con d uct
roccnn ais sanco continuously in a l l  types of com~ at o p~~ra ti on s ,

day and n i rh - t , rer~ar’~Ioss of th e terr a rn , seas~-’n or weather

conditi ons. To i n s u r e t h e  co n t i n u o u s  f l o w  o f i n t e l l i n en c e
inf o rma t i on It is necessary to or- ’anize and crnduct reconnaissance

c o n t i n uo u s l y .  For i n s ta n ce , it I s  important , onc e con tact I s
node with tho enemy, not to lose contact anr~ not to i n t o r r u n t
obsorvat i cn of known enemy deployments ant! l i k e ~ y enemy tariets ,

For the t i m e l y  r e s o l u t i o n  of d i f f i c u l t  t a s k s , os;~o c I a I I y  those
w h i c h  a r i s e  su d d e n l y  d u r i n g  the course of ba t t le , commanders
may be requ ire d to rel y c-n inform ation which is already at hand

or is immedi a tely obtainable . Therefore , freque ntly only those

r e c o n n a i s sance u n i t s , or com bat units detaHec ’ for I n t e l l i g en c e
m i s s i o n s , wh ich a re a l r e a d y dep loyed  can acc nm~~t i s h  the m 1 s s i - ~n.
Such units must always be pre pa re d to fu f i l l  m i s s ons r eg a r d l e s s
of tho complexities of the situation . How 1-0 a c c o m p l i s h  a
p a rticular task can , of co u rse , cn ly ho successfully worked c-ut

by soldiers , sergeants and ~fficers wh o h~ vo been thoroug hly

tr aine d In reconnaissance . But 1-ho conduct of reconn aissance

• mus t  cont inue ~‘ lt hout  I n t e r r upt io n  in order  t~ obta in needed
I n t e l l i ge n c e  I n fo rmat i on .

A ggress ivoness (aktlvnost ’) of the reconn aissance effort can

4 be expressed as the striving of commanders anc staffs to obt a in —

L 6
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at any cost — nec essary  I n to l l l ne n c e  !nf o rmat lon .  T h i s
p r i n c i p l e  suggests  that commanders  arc encou raged  to exercise
i n i ti at i v e  and I ma g i na t i o n  in o r g a n i z i n g  I n t e l l i g e n c e  ope ra t i ons
and resourcefulness in employing their reconnaiss ance resources .

The term a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  can a l s o  he seen in the a c t i v i t y  and
determi n ation of units designated for the collection of

Inte l I igence in fo rmat io r , A g g r e s s i v e n e s s  in I n t e l l i g e n c e  Is
achiev ed by sudden , bold and decisive actions of reconnaiss ance

un i t s  an d by the sk i  I I f u b  a p p l i c a t i o n  of v a r i o u s  resou rces and
methods for  th~ c o l lo c t i o n  of i n t e l l ig e n c e  in fo rmat ion.  W h i l e
d i s p l a y i n g  i n i t i a tiv e  and a g g r e s s i v e n e s s , Sov ie t  comman ders an d
reconna issanc e  scouts as w e l l  are warned that they must act( w i s e l y so as to a s s i s t  in thc acc o mpl  is hmo nt ~f i-ho m i s s i o n  and
not to act In any way that wou ld c o n f l i c t  w i t h  the orders of the i r
s u p e r i o r s .

Purp osefulness ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ of In t e l l i gence m eans

that the commander is responsible for conc entr ating i-ho prim a ry

reconna issance  and i n to l l i q e n c e  e f f o r t s  on those v i t a l  a rea s  w h i c h
wi I I insure the successfu l accomp l i s h m e n t  of m i s s i ons a s s i g n e d  to
h i s  un i t . The d o v o bo p r e n t  of p u r p o s e f u l n e s s  r o q u i r o s  s e v e r a l
stages. First , tho objectives of the i n t e l l i g e n c e  e f f o r t  must
be understo od and the commander must clearly de fine the tasks of

the collection effort . Second , tho most like l y course of the

d e v e l o p i n g  b a t t l e  must ho fo reseen  by the. conm andor .  T h i r d ,
s p e c i f i c  tasks  must he d i s t r i b u t e d  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  among the
v a r i o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  resources  in con fo rm i t y  w i t h  t he i r  c a p a h H i t i o s
and l i m i t a t i o n s .  Purpose fu lness  of in to l  i l genco opera t ions  by

fl () means i m p l i e s  that the commander or h i s  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  un i t s
should ho i n f l e x i b l e ,  On the contrary, much depen d s on the ir

a b i l i t y  to react prompt l y to ch a ng i nc i  s i t u a t i o n s  and to q u i c k l y
t r~ nsfo r  the i r  e f f o r t s  to another o b j e c t i v e  w h i c h  is of oreater
Interest ,

Iime li n e s s (svoovromonnost ’) of inte l I i f l O f l C O  IS O fl O of  the most

basic requi rements confronting everyone involv e d in t h~
Int e l I igonce process. in mo dern warfare , the factor of time w i l l

- 7
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have oven groator si gn i fic anc e than it hat-I in prov lou s wars.

Intellig ence inform at ion which Is net pr ompt ly reported , althou gh

it may be import ant , loses a large measure of its value..

Timelines s , In essence , consists of collecting Int oilige nco

Inform ation sufficiently ahoad of time to Insur e both the
• p ossibility of foreseeing the character of the enemy~ s actions ,

an’~ sufficient time to take necessary measures, T lme li noss of

Intel I igenco is i nconceiv able unless the need for specific

Int e l I iqonco In format io n is foresoen by commanders and staffs

organizin g prospective combat operations.

R o l l a h l l ity (destovornost’) of Intelligenc e moans that the
¶ 

~~~~~
• information furnished to i-ho user corresponds to reality ; that It

is authentic and trzds~-w ortJ~y. R cIi~ t f l Ity Is a~ hioved b~~ the

F compound employment of various coll e ct ion methods and by t h e

carofu l comparison of the Inform ati on received from those
• diff erent sourcos . It may requir e the formul atIon of nd di t t ’ n al

tasks for reconnaissance units to obta in more precise Inform ati on

or to resolve app arent discrepancies.

Accuracy (tochnost’) of I n t e l l i gence inform at ion has sp e c ial

significance In i-ho contempor ary era when weapons of mass

destruction cou ld be empl oyed . For instance , roconnaissanco

efforts must he able to determine the exact position on the

ground of such small targets as enomy m i s s i l e  launchers and nuc Ie~ r

ammunition depots. The map coordinates of such ~arqets must ho

4 p rec isely ascertained and correctly reported to the responsi b le.

comma ndor . The effectiveness of his actions against thoso

targots depends ent irely on the accuracy of the Int e lli g enc e used • -

when planning the operation . The pr i n c i p l e  of accuracy is

a p p l i c a b l e  not only to tho collection of Inform ation hut to the

entire Inte l I igcnco process and therefore Involv e s staffs as w e ll

as reconnaissance personnel.

The princIples of Soviet mil i t a r y  i nto lliq onc e ope rati ons

aro , as could ho expected , gen e rally s i m i l a r  to those which gu i d e

i-ho U.S. Army com !at forces, It Is Int ere stin g to note , however , - •

that Soviet tacflcal doctrine. appears to stress the cont inuity and

U
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aggres siveness of tho reconn aissance effort w h i l e  those

principles are not inc lude d In the guidance furnIsh ed to i-ho
U .S . Army .  In a d d i t i o n , Sov L’t in te l l ig e nce  pr i nc i p les do not
montion the need for sa fe gu a r d ing classified Inf orma t ion i Howov~ r,
it appears quito likely that that roquirem ont is w oll — covoro d

in non— tact ical in.doctrIn~ tion of personn el and ropo titlon is

consid ered unnecessary . In a ddItion , socurlt y measures ant-i

instructions for theIr Imp lomo ntat ion would proh abl y fall w i t h i n  
I 

-

the purview of i-ho Main M IlItary Intellig e nce Directorate (GRLI )

and therefore would not ho Included in guidance of a tactical

natur~’.
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IV. METHODS OF CO LLECT ING INTELL ~~ E N C E  ~~~~~~~~~~~

The basic methods emp loye d by Soviet groun d forces to ccl boct

in t e lli ge nc e Inform ation can ho divided , for the sake of anal ysis

and description In this paper into two somewhat ovorIa~~p lng
categories: technica l methods which require rather sophIsticatc~
oqu ipmer i t, end metho ds employed by military reconnaiss anc e. unit s

or taci-Ica ! units specifica lly designate d for the collection of

Intellig e nce Inform atio n.

The primary tochn cal means of col lectin g data for the SoviH

groun d forces are radio Intercept , radio direction fInding ,( photog raphy, heat sensing an d  radar. lO At the present stage
• of development of warfare , wi d e use is made  of radio intercept

(radlopc rekhvat ) as a technique for ob tainIng needed Intelli g enc e

Inform ation about the enemy forces and his Intenti ons. R a d i o

intercept is carried out for Soviet forces by specially design ated

radio stations and receivers which operate b y receiving signals

on the wave length of the rad Io transmitters of tho enemy. By

emp loy ing techniquos of radio intercept it is p c ss i h l o not only
• to dotormine the content of the message tr an sml tt e-~ by the enemy

station hut to graduall y reveal the scheme of his entire rat -t Ie net

and to gather technic a l data on his radio stations . Obvi ou sl y

such Inform atIon could he very v al u a b l e  hut by it 6clf it is not

sufficient.

In order to determine the disposition an~ loc ati on of the

enemy, it Is necessary to estahl ish the exact location on tho

ground of his radIo trans m Ittin g statIons . For this , at the sam e
• timo: The enemy ’s radio mosseges are b ein g broadcast and lnter conted ,

special radio directi on f i n d i n g  (PF) equipment is used b y ra d io

reconna issanc e units . Radio direction fi n d i n g  (rndi op eb en g rt sl i a )

is carri ed out by desIgn ated stations at vari ous tocati~~ns which

can determin e i-ho direction of an ope rat lnr ’ radio stati on by

Intersecti on . The aim , of courso , Is to o’ — t a i n  th~ ~~~~~~~~~
location en the ground and consequentl y, to reveal the area of

the deployed headqu arters wh ich furnIshes the massa ges tranSml t+ ed
by the •~ad lo staticn. 

-
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R a d i o  in tercept  In c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  DF can rovea l  the
compos i t ion , d i s p o s i t i o n , l o c a t i o n  and i n ten t ions  of tho enemy .
However , w h i l e  the In te i l i g o n c e  in fo rmat ion  cc l  lected by rad io
reconna issance  Is hei nr i  e v a l u a t e d  it is  mandatory to t a k e  i nto

consideration the possibility of disInform a tIon and deceptive

broadcasts by th~ enemy . Therefore “al l  Inform ation received

b y radio reconn aissance units Is always compared with data

co ll cted by other methods.~
IH

Photography , as a method of ccl l octing i nte l I Igence info rm at i~’n ,
can be d l v ded into airborne end ground phot ography~ Airborne

photog raphy Is the h c ’ 3 ic type of airborne reconnaissance and is

condu c-~ ed with speci a lly equipped airplanes by a l l  bran ches of

combc~ aviat ion . It permits a command er , In a r e l a tively shor~
span of time , to determine the exact location and deployment of

enemy forces , whether they are in p o sition or moving, and to

learn the disposition of tho enemy ’s major weapons , tanks and

v eh ic ’os , and o-ftor suitable targets .
Ground photo grap iy is normal by conduct ed by employing the

resources of artillery and eng ineer units i-c’ obtain photograp hs

of •spcc !fic objects , for examp le a bridg e , for later detailed

examination. Sometimes , to obtain photographs of import ant

targets or objcctIve areas located deep w i t h i n  tho eneny~ s

posit ions , it Is advantageous to draw on reconnaissance units to

accomr~~!sh i-ho mission . The reconnaiss ance group , organic to

al l  types of Sovlut div i s i o n s , has suitable p hoto graphic equIpm e nt

• for such missIon s and can ho dispatch ed into the rear areas of

i-ho onomy.

• However , both ground and airborne photog raphy, as methods of

reconnaissanc e are not devoi d of substa ntial drawb acks. The

Ions of the camera , irr e sr~octiv o of whore It is located , cannot
• u n f a i l i n g l y  est ablish the presence of an enemy deploye d in a

forest , in populated areas , or In well—concealed posit Ions.

For this reason one cannot always he sure that the on o r y  ?~~ not

pros ont merely because he Is not v i s i b l e  in i-ho pho tograrh.

• Photography Is also limited owin g to the fact that It Is not

- I I



always poss lb l- ’ to di s tin g uish fa lse ohjt cts from rea l ones.

In addition , photoqra 1.hy cannot es t a b i  isb unit ido~ t it ios nor

reveal his Intenti ons .

Ground photograp hy has very limited n p p l i c a~~i t i t y  in modern

warfare for it Is able to cap ture on f i l m  only objects which

are directly v i s i b l e  and a l l  that is behIn d natural or man

made obstructi ons cannot bo photographed. Perhans an ovcn more

Irc ,iootant deficiency - of ground photography Is its relatively

Ins i c i i ,i ficant range . For , in the final analysis , photograp h y

from the ground of ohJocts which are deep wi t h i n  the enemy ’s rear

is net always possible even by reconnaissance units. AIrb o rne

photo iraphy, although It possesses I mme asur abl y greater

possib i I itl e s than ground photogr ap hy, is also Impossi b le under

a variety of circumstances, Web I organized enemy a ir defense

cannot only hamper reconnaissance fl i g hts but can virt u a l l y  deay

fflghts over specific areas . Airborne pho tooranhy is als o

h in d;- ed by con d iti o ns of poor v l s i h i l i t y .

The serious drawbacks inherent in photogra ph y as a method

of coll ect ir , r’ needcd infor ma ti on about the onomy is f u l l y

app roc~~’ted by Soviet mi l i t a r y  tacticians . ’2 Theroforc ,
commanders are advised not to rely on em p l oyIn g phot ography as

a technique of roconnaisscnce In a l l  situ ations , for there are

many ~nstances when It Is p l~~i rl y not applic a ble. Soviet(. commanders are also cautioned against immed iat e l y accepting

photo g -aph l c Informat ion as bei n g valid even if on first

impression ft appears quito re l Iab le. A l l  data ob tained from

photo graphic reconnaissance must ho compared with Inform ~ tion

collect ed by ether means before f inal ev aluat ion.
Heat fi n d i n g  devices (toplopelongatornye app aratury ) are

another means of technical reconn aissance aval ta ble to the

Soviet ground forces. Heat fi nding devices are ornp loycd to locate

objects which are omitting radiant energy (Infr are d rays ) an~
to determ Ine the direction and the dist ance from the d•~v ico to

the object. These devIces operate b y re g isterin g the difference

in the heat emanat ing from an object and its hack çlrc’und .13 Heat

finders are used at ni ght to determine the ground location of

12
--_ _ _ _  

_ _



tanks, trucks , an ~th~ r- s~ i f—p repel I e l  v e h i c l e s  w h i t e  t hoi r
motors are op e r a t i n ’ .

Radar (radiolek ,a t siia ) ,~s a neans of c o l l o ct l n e i n t o l l I o ~ nct ’
lnf e rm a t~ on Is us~-~ tc’ reveal i-h exact locatI on ~‘if f i r i n g

positi ens of artil l e ry and r o c k e t  launchers of the enemy ant- !
also to d etormI n~-, th~ f l I ght trajectory of sh e lls an- ! rockets .

Radar is also used to reveal the mevnment s of tanks , se lf —
prop el led guns and other vehicles .

Rada r, radi o intercep t, p hotography ~nd other technic al

mothods of reconnai ssance can provIde substantial Inf o rmat io n a:

the  enemy , terrain and the area o~ futur e operati ons . Ruf

such methods cannot f u l f i l l  a l l  th~ Intel l ie on ct ’ r e qu l r~ monts
V command ers , Inf orm ati on which would reveal the id e n t i t i e s  a rd

subordination of enemy units and the l o y a l of t h.I r cr~,rhat
rearlinoss cannot be ohi -ai ne r l by te chnical mothois , Nor can
the enemy ’s concept of combat operations he derived fr~~i t ”chn iceH

• gathored int e llig e nc e , as a gen t - r a t rul e . For Inform ation of

this natur e , prison ers arc needed and those can be captur ed

mainly by mo ans of rai d s , ambush es , and by conduc t ing  r~-conna~~~:.
in force . Reconn aissanc e p etr e ls can als o actively assist in

The coll e ction of neede d inform at i on as can the reconnaissanc e
group op erating In th~ rear of the enemy ,14

( R a ids (poiska ) which are conduct ed for the pur po se of
• gathering l nt ollI r e nc o infor ma tion , are carried out by small

combat units f rom squad up to reinforc ed pl at ea n s in siz e , en ’

• also by the reconn aissanc e groups org an ic to m aneuvor (li V l S i’ n S.
Reconnaissanc e groups art’ composed of sp e cI a l l y select ed ~~~
tr ained so ldi e rs , sergeents ~nd officers . Comb~ t units d e t a i l e d
to conduct rat s usu a l l y  inclu de elements of  ether branch es if

th~ servIc e (Int olli q e nc o , Ln L li n oe r , ch emical) who possess

sp e c i al skI I Is . Raids are conducted both  in the forwar d dep loy—

mont areas of enemy units and In the enemy ’s rear areas , Targets

of r a id s  can v a ry  f r - r i  a s i n g le  s o l d i e r  In f ox h o l e  (act  u . n  as a

sent in e l or fLrward observer) to a cc ’mm un ica t I~~ns center or

hea ’quartors or sl m i tar fad l i ty , Th~ objectiv e of a

l~
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reconna issanc e  ra id  is to ca pture  ene my personne l and secondaril y,
to obtain documents , now vnapons and tec~in i c al equ ipme nt . 15

In preparation for a raid , infor ma tion is Gathered , by

observation an J other appropriate methods , in order to learn as

much as possib le of the enemy ’s (leployment and the location of •

his weapons , to study the terrain and obstacles near the

objoctlve , to select the best approach to the objective , and t”
escort ain the enemy ’s activities in th~ area of the ra id.~~ if
possible o~ servation of the objective area shoul d continue

wltho’jt Interruption up to the time of the raid to insure that

actions taken by the enemy w i l l  not prec l ude the successful

accom~-1ishmon t of the rai d ’ s mission, For examp le , a s ig n l fic ani’

change In the enemy ’s disposition would requIre a change in th~
p ia n  of the ra i d ,

A unit conducting a recannaissance r a id Is normall y divided

into an assault group , a su pp ort  gr o up, a n d  a group of sappers.

The assault group , which is usu a l ly led b y the commander of

the entire unIt , is responsi b l e for mak in g the fin a l attack on

the target and for capturing prisoners , documents and  materi*I .
The support group provi d es security for the assault group b y

placing itso l f in i-ho most favorable fir i n g  positions In the

target area . Sappers clear a passage way throug h enemy obstacles ,
such as -a mine f i e l d  or barbed wi re. The three groups rocoivo

training In their spoctal fun ctions and th o ir actions are

coordin ated throug h planning ant-i pract ice. Supp orti n~-i fires from

artillery and mortar units aro also p lanne d for and coordin ated .
Raids are executed as qui e t ly and as rap idly as the terrain

and enemy sItu ation p ermit, A concealed approach to the objective

area and a short , speed y assault on the target are favored by

Soviet tacticI ans. 17

W h en us ed f o r  th~ purpose of gathering Intel I i~-’onco

Information , an ambush (zasada ) has the sein e objectives as the

raid , i.e., to capture prisoners , weapons and mi l i t a r y  eq~~inmc nt ,
or documents. But In contrast to the raI d , which has an
ot)JtctLr O not la rgL r th’n a s m a l l  qrc’up of persons , tht- ri tus h



may have an objectiv e con sls t in - 1 of a relatively lam e number

of combat or transport v ehi cl e s or foot troops ,18

Ambushes are orgenlze&! during p~:riod s of direct combat

with the enemy in areas imm ed i a tely beyon d the foremost positions

of the Soviet forces or be hind the forward odoc of the battle

area of the enemy , I. e., In enemy held territory . The site

for a prospective am b ush is selected with great care , secretly

a n d  well in advance of the p e sitionin o of the ambushin g force.

Usually tho site would be on a road which serves as a line of

comm un ication or supply ; or It could he at a river crossing or

a water supply point. The sIte must a ls ” provi d e conceal me nt

for t-.e ambu shing force in order to lnsuro a sur rrisu assault.

If the  site is not beyond tho range of a r t i l l e r y  and mortars ,

fire support Is arranged for , and signal i nf r rm a t i -~n coordi nated .

Usually the arn hush lnc ’ force consists of a sp e c i a l l y  lesta—

neted squad or platoon but can consist of the untir .,. recnnn aiss anc~
Group of a d IvIsion. If the force Is a platoon or . “rat ’r in

s i z e , It Is dI v i d e d  int o tw~ groups: suprc~rt and a ssault , in

a !di t Io n to the two main groups , ob servers are dosI ’~natod aa’~
semo-t-Tr,os sappers are also attached to the force. The unit

c st ah l i sh i nr the ambush must move qui e tly to the site a n d
c a refully :~ropare and camouflage the p ositi ons of I n d i v i d u a l

members, Seppers are responsi b le for p l a c i n o  mines “efore the

positions of the unit and on the most li k e l y  routos of movem ent

of the enemy . Observers are sent off i-c tho most advantageous

positions to provi de early warnin g .

Whon the observers report t ha t  a su Ita~~lo target Is

aprr oach lng tho site , the commander gIves the order to spring

the trap . If the target consists onl y of a few soldi e rs an

attempt may be made i-c’ cap ture them without making any noise Sc’

as a ct  to disclose the presence c f  the am b ushIn g force. If

the target consists c-f a large number of soldi ers or v ehicl e s ,

tho ambushIng force attempts to destroy tho target by u si n g a l l

Its woapons , grenades , and supportin g - fires . F e l l o w i n a  this ,
tht-. assault group moves In to captur e any so l d i e r s  a nd  officers
who remain alive eel to st i z e documents from the (lead and now

15
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tyros of combat equipment and weapons . Al I tanks and other
vehicles w i l l  he dostroyed before the ambushing force departs .20

The roconnaissaice patro l (dozer) is another p rim a ry means
omplo yed by Soviet tactical units to collect data about the

enemy, t e r r ai n , and the area of future operati ons . Reconnaissance

patrols are sent out to collect inte l ligenco inform ation b y
observation of the enemy and by careful examination of the

terrain to the front and flanks. Patrols are emp l oyed by
units which are occupying positions or aro conducting a march.

Th3 streng th an d  compos ition of a reconnaissance patro l Is

detGrmined by tho p~ trot’ s miss ion , i-he terrain and the combat

situ a~~ion , A patrol can vary In size from a rifle squad of a

unit deployed In a forward posItion to a divi s i o n a l  rec onn aissa n ce

group reinforced by a motorized rifle company . In the latter

instanco , a company of the reinforced group could send out 1— 3

patrols each reinforced by a platoon . Strengthened in thi s

m anner , a reconnaiss ance patro l can maneuv ,.~r not only in its

basIc direction hut can also per i~~d i c a l I y  send out patrols In

severa l other directions as wel i ,21 Thus a reinforced

H recorna!sSence group of a divIsion can patro l a lar ge area w h i l e

m cvin g prim a ri ly In one direction . The dIst ance a patro l may he

sent from its parent organiz ation depends not cn l y on the

mission , terrain and enemy situ ation , hut also on the streng th

end ccmpos itIon of the petrol .

In addition to foot patrols , motorized patrols are also sent

out  to ra p idly reconnoiter road networks , ter ra i n , and subjects

of specIal Interest. Motorized reconnaissance patrols can he

dlspatchod from the di v i s i o n a l  reconnaissance group or from

small tactical units which have been det a iled to collect

intelli g ence Inform ation , or from units which are f u l f i l l i n g

other m issions. 22 Norm a lly sm all inotor izod p a t r o l s  m us t
m a Intain v isual contact with thoir parent units or the main body

of the patrol .23 In situations where combat with the enemy is
very u ntikoly, motorized reconnaissanc e patrols m~vo at the
maximum speed possIbl e un do r the terrain conditions , In ar eas
where a meeti ng with i-he enemy can he assumed or when actual

16
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cont-’ct Is m ade , the troops dism ount to fi ght on the ground
or become dismounte d pa trols in order i-c’, continue acc omplishin g

their missi on, The ccmm~ nder of a motoriz e d reconnaissance

patrol may dispatch a motorcycle to chock on tho possible
presence of enemy forces by “doraonstr ati~~o action ,” This ent al Is
the motorcyclist to appro ach — at h i r i h spoed — to wi t h i n  200

meters of the pos sible enemy position to draw fire . If the 
- 

-

moto rcyclist fai Is to draw fire , the con~~Ius ion is that no enemy
24is present.

Reconnaissance patr ols , both motorized and foot , usu a l l y

bypass enemy reccnn aissan ce units and elements of a mobile de~~~~’~c
to stealthily move towards the main enemy force. Although

patrols must report their observations of the enemy to hi L~hor

headqu arters , to engage the enemy would jeopardi ze f u l f i l l m e n t

of the p~ t~ ol~~$ mi ssion. To avoid actual contact with the enemy ,
the patrol moves , as a rule , cross country , from one suita b le

obsorv ation point to another . If the patrol consists of both

mot orized and foot elements , every effort must he made to

maintain contact betwe en the two elements. In the event of

unexpected meeting with th~ enemy , where it is not possible to

avoi d combat , the patro l opens fire , makes an assault , captures

pr i soners , and then cont inues to f u l f i l l  i ts a s s i g n e d  tasks,25

( Another method em p loyed by Soviet Ground Forces to collect

intelligence infor ma ti on Is rec onnaiss ance in force (razvodkn
boem). This method had w i d e  use d u r i n g  the Sec o nd We- r id  W a r
end was regarded as one of the most effective methods of m l I itary

reconnaiss ance , Th~ aim of reconnaiss ance in force is to

“verify or make more precise Intel I iqenc e informatio n of the

enemy, or to o”t al n necessa ry inf orm ation which Is not obtainable

by any other means .”26 Peconn alssanco in farce is con’uctod by

the combat actIons of specially de sign ate d motori zed ri f l e  or

tank units reinforced b y necessary su rpc rt In .~ weapons.
27 Wh i l e

these units ar e  e n ga g ing the enemy , I n t e l l i g e n c e  l nf c r m ’ t i cn  is
bein g collected by careful oL servatien of the enomy~ s combat

activiti e s, Ob servation is ccn ”ucteci from a l l  suit ahle noi nts
p revious ly establIshe r 1 , from costs e spe ci a lly org anized for that

17
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operation , end from the aIr. At the same time , a l l  a v alia h io

means of r Lc o nne l ss a nc e , i n c l u d i ng  a i rbo rne  photography ,  ra~~l o

In tercept  and DF’ , radar and other methods of co l  l ec t i on  arc

employ ed to gather the needed inform ation .

A lthoug h reconnaissance In force can help obtain valuable

I n t e l l l go n ce  In fo rmat Ion  about the onemy , Soviet tacticians

aknow lod ge that It involves the expenditure of large numbers of

troops and resources . In a d d i t i o n , if It is u n s k i l l f u l l y
executed , It can betray to the enemy preparations for a

prospective attack . For these reasons , reconnaissance In force

is conducted in modern times “only when authorize d by senior

comm anders .”28

A reconn aIssance group dispatched to operate In the rear of

the enemy , can have a great variety of assigned tasks , and I -

consequen t l y  the composI t I o n  of i-ho group can also be w i d e l y
varied. Under contemporary conditions of warfare , an especially

Important task entrusted to such groups wou ld be t h e  collection

of i n t e l l i g e n c e  In fo rma t ion  concern ing  the nuc lear  s t r i k e
c ana bi l ity of the enemy . Other tasks could he tc’ determine i-ho

strongth , disposition an d in tentions of tho enemy , or to ga the r

first hand data on the terrain and area of future operations.

Tho basic ccl le ct l- ’n methods used by a reconnaIss ance group

oporating deep within the enemy ’s rear are obsorv atlen , photo—

graphy and listening. On certain occasions , a group may organize

an ambush or conduct a raid. Howovor these methods are used only

as a last resort because they disclose the presenc e of the nr rup

in the roar of the enemy . Obvi o usly the surviv al of the group

and Its effectiveness as a col lecto r of inform ati on are depen dent

upon its a b i l i t y  to conceal Its presence from the enemy .

Therefore , under normal circumstances , a group w i l l  avoid direct

contact with thc enemy~ s rear elem ents.

Observ ati on (n abl iU denl e) Is porh~ ps the oldest an~ most

fundamenta l, but least intorestIno , method of co il ectin g i nt olilgo nc

i n fo r m at i o n  about i-ho onomy . It’ s also i-ho most widely used

meth od , oven today, In units un to an ~ i n c l u d i n g  r~ g Imo nts .  It
Is omplo yed b y a l l  branches of the service ant ! in all types of I

18 f
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combat situations. li - s orr ’aniz ation Is the res p onsibility of

unit comman ders and it Is required to be conducted — uninterrup-
tedly — by s p e c i a l l y  desi gn a ted In d i v i d u a l s .

For the conduct of reconnaissance Nv ob serv ation , each unit

Is assigne d responsibIlIty for a sector of terrain , and in turn ,

assi gns observers to occupy positions selected to insure the

best view of the enemy and terr ain . Squads have one observer;

p la toons and compan ies  have one or two additiona l observers.

Battalions , dc r e n dI ng on i-ho terrain and the breadth of the

sector of operations , have one or two posts , consisting of 2—3

ob serve rs  each . Ba t ta l i on  obse rva t io n  posts a re f u r n i s h e d  w i t h
instruments for observation ant! orientation , mans , overlays J( and varicus m anu a ls. Observati on posts are not l i m i te d to the

ground but may be on h e l i c o p ters or even on b a l l o o n s .
For the conduct of observation d ur i n q i-ho hours of darknGss

ins t ruments for  ni g ht  v i s I o n  i n c l u d in g  i n f ra r e d  d e v i c e s  a re
f u r n i s h e d  to observers . To s u r r le men t  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  by
o bs e r v a t i o n  d u r i n g  da rkness  and other pe r i ods  of poor v i s a h i t i t y ,
o bso rve rs  move as c l o s e  as p o s s i b l e  to the enemy to c o l le c t
i n f o rma t i on  by l i s t e n i n g  ( l i t e r al l y :  oav osd r r . p~~Ing) .  T h o se

observers  I nc lude  sergeants  and o f f i c e r s  wh o poss e ss  keen
he arin g and can d i f f e r e n t i a t e  among the v a r i o u s  sounds of enemy
a c t i v i t y  thereby l e a r n t n~ i-he cha rac to r  of h i s  a c t i v I t i e s .

(. A l l  i-ho meth ods of reconnaissance discussed above pursue ,

In tho final analysis , only one objective; that is , to collect

nooded information about the enemy , terrain and i-hr. a rea of

future operations. Therefore , they must ho regarded as being

closely connected — If only by their ultimate purpose. No one

method has proved itself to he pre—em inent . in fact , a l t  i-he

modern technical metho-’s of reconnaiss ance corehl ne d w ith a l l

the metho ds of combat reconn aissance units , hove not obv iated

the necessity for tactic al troops to conduct visual observation —
the simplest and most basic of collection methods .

Soviet mi l i t a r y  tactici ans and writers app ear to he well

aware of the advantages , short—comings and conditions of

~g p l i c a b i l i t y  of oach of the methods described in this paper.

- 
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They ar e  als o ccqri:ant of th~ re qu ir~ nent to empi cy the various
methods of rLccnn ai ssa.nc e so that they supplement each other ,
so that the collecte d Inf o rm a ti o n is not redundant hut
confirmatory , more rel iaH o ant’ hence , more va l u abl e . Soviet
tactica l doctrine conclude s that

only the s k i l l f u l  employment of al l  metho ds of
reconnaissan ce , includin g  the f u l l  uso c f the now
technical me ans , w i l l  provide the possi b i lity of
c o l l e c t i ng  In fo rmat ion  necessary  for i n s u r i n g  the
success of combat opera t io ns  in a modern combine d
arms bat t l e .29

(
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V • TASKS AN P EMPLCYMENT OF R [ C O N N A  I SSA ~’CE UNITS

A reconnaissance group of a Soviet maneuver division is

normally assigne d specific tasks to accompl ish durIng the perio d

the dIvision as a whole is engaged In one or another of the

basic types of tactica l operations , that is , march , offense ,
defense , or meet In c-~ ennaqemont. For each type of tactical

opera t ion , Sov iet  doc t r ine  has e s t a b l i s h e d  gener a l  in te l  I ige n~~
requirements and g u i d e l i n e s  for priorities for the c o ll e ction o~
the needed inform ation . Each type of tactical operati on may, Nv

its nature , cisc’ Impose limitations on the a p p l i c a b i l i t y c f
( one or more of the methods of reconnaissance used to qathor the’

i n f o rma t i on .  T h u s , the t ype of t a c t i c a l o p e r a t i o n , nor r i a i l y ,
both p r e s c r i b e s  and co ns t ra i ns  the a c t iv i t i e s  of r ec o nna i ss a nce
un i t s  s u p p e r — i n n  the opera t ion .

r 
It should be noted , however , that a larger unit may be

engaged in one type of opera t ion  w h i l e  a s m a l l e r , su bor ~~ina te
e lement  may he execu t ing  a d i f f e r e n t  type of ope ra t i o n .  For
i n s t a nce , a d i v i s i o n  may  be con d u c t i n g  a n  o f f e n s e , w h i l e  one  o f
its battalions could support that attack by a ssumIn g a d eTh ns iv e

posture on a f l a n k .  In t h i s  examp le , the I n t e l l i g e n c e  roqu i re~
ments of the d i v i s i o n  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  d i f f e r  from those of the

( battalion ; and hence , the ccl locti o n tasks and deployment patte rr o

of the units design ated for reconn aissance dut i es would also

differ . However , for the purpose of sim p l icity In i-he discussion

that follows , the d i v i s i o n a l  reconnaissance group an d o t h er  u n i t s
d e t a i l e d  for  reconn a i ssance , are c o n s i d e r e d  to he supporting o n l y
the ma i n effort of the d i v i s i o n ,

A march , a c c o r d i n g  to Sov ie t  t a c t i c i a n s , I s

an organiz ed movement of forccs in columns al on o
roads and on cross country routes with the aim of
entering a nro si gnal-ed area . 1 march can be
executed to the front , from the front to thc roar ,
and along flanks. 30

Dur ing the exe cution of a march , nreat att~ nt lon Is plac ~ -~ on

n I I — aroun ’~ defense of thom ovin g forces. Theref ore , roconn aissanc c~
is conducte d continuously , in depth , both in t h r~ di recti on of

21
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movem ent and a~ on’  H~ f~~anks .- Th~- t as k  o~ re c o n na l s s a n c o  un i ts ,
f I rst cf a I I , Is the t I mc y de tc.ct ion of thc oncmy , and the

r ’o tn rmi nat~ c,n of h is  s t r -~. reith a -~d cc ”r~,~cs i t i r n .  Pa r t ic u la r
emphasis is placed on a sc e rt aI nin g the presenc .; of nuc le o r
weapons and tanks .

A socendary h ut non othol a ss imp ort ant task of roc- ’nnaissanco
units (luring a march , is to determine i-ho condition cf the route
of tl-’-~ march , tho doqro e of cross—country m o b i l i t y permitt ed b y
the torrn !r , and the character of the terrain in are-i s of ii k e ,’
contact with the ene- ;y. These tasks are accompli shoc ’ m a I n l y  ~y
obser~ c’tion and by first hand exam ination of the terrain hut

elso 
~
y other metho ds ,

( The r~ conn aiss anc e effort must ho orqan i ze~ an ’ coerdi~~~t~ d

to insure That do si natod c•” sorvers are ass i g n e - ’ specIfic scci~~~:
and foot a r d  mo ron zod patr o ls are di snatche d n correct

dir e ctions. The d is -t anco whi ch patrols operate from the main hcd’ -

~s not pr odo tor aln od hut nust ~ lways , nc cordi r .~ i-c’ Sovi et

doctrine , be s u c h  t h a t  the p atr ols c-n successfully acc omplish

their a ssi gne d tasks .3t ~~-:- r~~;s em an atin g fro - a d i v i s l o n o l

recon-~n ssanco cireup ~ou Id pro b a h i y h~:vo ~
,‘ c ! n~~er no ! ch en ic a!

ro c o n ne is s i nco  el em ents w~ th then . ~nq Ineers ~~- v i c e  s kiHs

necessary to c~ote rmI ne such mat ters as c’~p a c ItIe s of roads an~
hnl cigo s al ong tha route of m °rch . Chc mica l re conn aiasanc e su °~.~~. i( is provided to dcterm~ ne the presenc e of ch emic a l , radi oa ctiv e ,
or bacteriologi cal m r - ~ -~t~ In the path of the m o vin g ferces.

Soviet mi l i t a r y  auth~ rs attach hi g h priority to th~ ea rly
disc overy of cont amin n ,ed areas and te ra’-~i c!l y f i n d l n n  routes

to circum vent those areas .

F~econn al ssan ce acou Iro s a sp eci a l si r nif i c , i nc e d urin g the

conduc t of the off onso. The offense Is rcqa rcl u ’ by Sovi et

tacticians as the basic form of com!.at action. It has rs its

aim the complete destruction of the defen d in g enemy In a sThrt

amount of time , a n d  i-hf seIzure of lmno rt~’nt ohjo:tiv~ 3 .~
r
~o fllmen ts an.- ’ s m a ll e r units ~ f the qr.—w nd forces onp aq ’. l i n

of f L n s iv e  a c t i o n s  must mak e the host  use of te rr a in f~.r r ’’ nouv er—

in g so as to qu i c k l y  ga In thc f l a n k  or rear of i-Nc t n . my in or or

to i n f l i c t  a decisiv e h low . 2
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Durin g the off ~nse , roccnn ai ss anc c u il t s d l s ~~atch ratrol s

not on ly in front of 1-h’- ~orw~ rd un ts o, the main force hut

also on tho flank an~ SC flU T ;mes oven in the rc-ar~ Patrols attempt

to accomplish their coMoction tasks prim a r i l y by observation

and by th~ capture of prisoners. Other methods of reconnaissance ,

such as raids or roc-~rma ssanco in force , may a l s o  be emp l oyed ,
p a rticu l arly in the preparatory stages of offensive actions.

The fun ’~amon -t-al task of reconnaissance dur~ ng the offense

is the t i m e l y  d is c o v e r y  of the in ten t ions  of the ene my an’~ i-ho

c h a r a c t e r  of h i s  act on s . S u c h  i n f o rma t i on  p r o v id es t he

p c s s i ’ i l i t y  of taking necessary steps to counteract the enori y ’s

inte a - ed act ions. D u r i n g  the course of an ass~ u lt , a primary

c o l I e c t i o~ e f fo r t  is d i rec ted  at uncove r i ng  u n n o u t r a l iz c d
wea pon s , pa r t i c u l a rly  those with a nuclear cap ahiH ty . Secondary

efforts include detecting enemy strong noints , comm and posts ,

location of reserves , obstacles anc ! contaminated areas . In
• a d d ition , recc’-nnai ss~ rce , especially the airborne metho ds , are

employ ed i-c a s c e r t a i n  the ac t io ns  be ing  taken by the enemy
• forces. T h a t  is , whether the enemy is re~ nfo rcT n n his forward

elem ~ —.1- s or Is wi th di-a w i n q the-ri.. if the e n e m y i s heg nn !ng to

w i t h d r a w , the composition of the with d r a wIn g force-s and -i-Ne

direction of their movement must he dete rm in cd sc that they ma”
ho cut off f rom the maI n frrces.

In prep aration for cf-~ens 1v o op oaa ti on s to he conducte d d u rir t~
the hours of darkness , reconnaissance units rocoivo scvcr ai

additiona l tasks. Those 1~~sks inc l ude the requir em ent to d etect

i-ho presence among the de fe nding forc~2s of nig ht vision ~evicos ,

or the ~x1stence of a system for b a ttlefIel d 1~ ium ln at i ’- r .

Roconr -~~issancc w i l l  also attempt to ascertain if the ene~-iy has

made any changcs In his de pl o yment or de fens iv e positions after

the coming of darkness hut prior to the initiat ion ot the attack.

The d~ f~ n~ 0 is employ ed b y Sovi et forces only ~e d r  thc~ -~
conditions when o ffoas ive oper ati cns are not pess !’Ie ~r -ire

not exp ed ient. Tho purpos e of defens e , as a type of c ’r-’~ at

action , Is to rop el an attack by sup erior forces of the :.oemv ,

to I n f l i c t  subst antial losses nn~ thor oh y create thc- c ond i tions

- 23
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for tho tr an s iti en i-c a de cisIve offense .33 The p n in c i 2 al

tasks of ro ccnn cissanca in suppor t ~f defense are : to
,~~

rov ido

early w a rnin o of i-ho enomy ’s approach; to dot erm in his strength

and composition ; and to lea rn the directi o n of his m a in attack .
Those tasks become imm ea sur ably mere d i f f i c u l t  if the one-my

i n it ia t o s  h i s  a t tack  at n ight . r)osp i t o  the ach i evem e n ts  of
t echn i ca l  methods of o bs e r v a t i o n  and reconna i ss a nce , the l i m i t a -
tions of vis a hi l it y at ni g ht st il I favors those who advance by

concealed routes end sudde n ly attack defensive positi ons. 34 In

acidit ~ on , con di tions of darkness hind e r the effective employment

of ne ci ca r weapons. a r  strikes , artillery , anti—tank weapons

a n d  e~ cou r s e , i n f a n t r y  w oa~ ons . In orde r to lessen the

inf l ucnc e r~ neg ative ni (-’ht— timo fact°rs on the operations of

defensive ~‘orc~ s, it is necessary to strengthen the overa l l

rec onnaissance effL.rt ,

The prim ary co lft ct io n metho ds of rocrnnaI~~sn.nco uni i s

supporting defensiv e oDt~ration s are pa tro lli n o and Ob servation .

Other metho ds such as arn~’ushes and raids arc also employed when

nece ssary to ob p ai n neode~ Inf :~rma tIon. ~l I of the techn~ cal

meth ods of ;-3ccn nais3~ nce are used wh~ n a p p l l c a ’~ie . R ad i o

intercept Is emphasized , ~a r t i cu IarI y durin g n ght de fonsiv ~
operations , to provi e earl y In d ic a t i ons of an im r on di n q enemy

attack. Also at niq ’t , ohserv~ tIon posts are incr oe sod in num ho r

and furnT sho d with spoc ia Instrum ents for n io ht vision such as

Infr aro d dov lco 3. Observers are also moved closer to known

enemy positions to ost aNl ish “eaves dropp ing ” posts.

A meetIn g engaQom ont (vciip-ochny I ho t ) , as d o f inOd in Soviet

tacti eni references , Is a type of combat operation which occurs

when the Soviet forces are adv anc in o on an enemy which is

simultaneously advancing from anoth er di rection. A meetin’-

engagement can arise d urin r the course of a march or r- ’rnc-Lv or ,

or during the dnv clop r-io nt of an attack when an enemy ceu r ftr—

attack is Ne - in ” repelled , or even d uring the dc~ cnse whe re ser v e s
or second ech elon forces are being moved forw ard to conduct a

c unterattack. 35 A rn ee tin q enqaqomont is char .~cto~~i a o I  hv utter
c~ nf u sIon as to the actual situation which , in ~riy c s e , au i c k i y
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I
changes. Changes In i-ho crahat s itu a t i rn are hrouoht about by
tho rapid ma n ouv r l n n s of u il ts rtt orptl n n to sol’zo an d retain
the initiative w h i l e , at the same time , coverin g exposed flanks .

i nt ellicio nc e ab out the enemy at the bo el nn ln q of a meetin g

engagement Is usua l l y  far from h o lnc i complet e , and time for

- • reconn~~Issence to clarif y the situation is extremely l i m ite d .
In addition , the task of collecting Inform ation is hin der ed ,
even when modern technical meth ods are em ployed , by frequent

changes in the -disposItion of forces a n d  the direction of ti-~~~r

movement. Also , in the hig h l y  dyr camic meetIn g engage -mont ,
Intel! i gonco Inf o rm ation about the enemy, wh i l e  it m~~ ~~~~~

and comp lete , quick l y he-comas obsolete and loses its value ,

And yot ore of th~ most Important requisites for achtov in r ’ 5ucc ;S5

in a m eeting engagement is know ledge of i-ho one-ny . For a combat

force , which leeks lrt el I iocnco Inform ati on , can he Nit from

any d irecti on by sz’~~ris e attacks wh i ch cause the def en der ’s

actio n s to become spontane ous , disorg anized and ind e cis iv e- . ~s

a consequ ence ~ l~~ses the In it ~ atIve a n d  is dofoated .~~
To nckno~-lodge t he  i r~portance of into H i ro rce  to the

a ch ic- -e ’ioni of success In a meofl nr engagement is 1-o un rstand

the access ty for the pr~ or or ga niz a ti on of the- rc-c-’nna I ssnnco

effor +. It is i-ho roconnei ssanco effort which con , in a tIri o Iy

ma nn er , detect the o-:’ ;my ’s mov zmont out of his po siti ons , ~~~( d e te r m i n e  h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n , an 1 L itont lons. Rec onn a i ss a nc e  ca r
learn the - d irection of his movement ~~~~~~ can con~ tantI y fol icy

him through th -~ cou-se of i - is m an euvor in g s~
Ccns oqucntly , reconnHssnnce can coHoct the nf’~rmati on

nocos~~ ry to forecast the po S s i b i l I t y  of the be ginnin g of a mcct ri ’
en (’a(’r,i?nl , and the pl a c e and t i m e cf its occurrenc e . Th Is
w I l  I p~ ov Idc the corir-iand-e r with the inf orm ati on ~~~~~~~~ to p l a n

forest a llin g nuclear and n on •nucl oa r strikes and to or gani ze

• his forces for the- enoagornent be fore  they a c t u a l ly  rne-~ t~
Th -~ co m ma nder r e c e i v e s  da ta  ahout the enern ” f r o m is own

reconn~~is s a nco  ro s — u r c e s  and f rom the c o l lecti o n a ctI v it i es of

roconn ’Issance units of h ig h e r and adjacent hoadqu ’rters. He
also obt a Ins data cc -Ilec t cd 

~y techni cal methods and by c~ corvcrs
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changes, Chanqes in i-ho combat situation are hacught about b y
the rapid m a n ou v - rir -- s of u e lt s  z’tte”ptinn to seize and retain

I the InIti a t i ve w h i l e  at the same tIme , coverIng ~xposod flanks.

I n t e l l i gence about the enemy at the beginn I n g of a meeting

-j engagement Is usua l Iy far from being comp lete , and time for

reconn aissance to clarif y the situation is extremely United .
In a d d I t i o n , the task of c o l le c t i ng  In fo rmat i o n  Is h indered ,
even when modern technical methods are emplo yed , by frequent

changes In the disposit ion cf forces and the direction of tb~~ r

movement. Also , in the hi g h l y  dynamic meeting engag e-mo nt,
inte l !genco I n f o r m a t i o n  about the enemy, w h i l e  it m~~
an d cr-mp loi-o , quickly be-comes obsolete and loses Its value .

( And yet ore of i-ho most important requisites for achi evin g S U C CU 5 S

in a meeting engagement is know ledge of the one-ny. For a combat

force , which leeks i n telli g ence inform ation , can he hit from

any directI on b y sc~~ rise attacks which cause the- defen der ’s

act ions  to become spontan eous , d is o r g a n i z e d  and I nd e c i s I v e .  i~ s

a consequence ~r, .l~~sos the ini t~ a t i v e  an d  is dofjated . )V

To ackeow ledg e the import ance of intel I igo’ce to i-ho
a c h i c - ;e’ioni of succ e ss  In a meot nn e ngage me nt i s  to u nd e r s t a nd
the nocess ty for tho pr;o r  o rg n n iz a t f t n  of the rcconn ai ssenco

effort. it is i-ho reconne~ ssance effort w h i ch can , in a t~ ne~~y
mann er , detect th~ er omy ’s movCmont out of his posH-ions , ~nd( determI ne h is  disposition , and Intentions . Reconn aissance car

- i  learn the d i r e c t i o n  of h i s  move ment and can  c o n s t a n t l y  f o l l o w
him throug h the course of h is m aneuverin gs .

Cens oqu ently, reconn aIssance can coHoct 1-he nf~ rmati on

nocos~~ ry to fore-cast the- p o s s i b i l i t y  of  the b eginning of a moct ri’

ongag r.iJnl , and th~a place an~ time cf its occurrence. Th Is

w i l l  p~ ov 1de the commander with the inform atio n neoc1-ed to plan

fores t alling nuclear and non~•nucIer ’ r strike s and to oroa ni re

V his forces for the epr~aromont befor e they actually meet,

The commander re~ oiv os data a~’out the- enemy from ni s ewn

reconnaissance resources and from the cal loct ion activ it i e s of

reconn aissance units cf high er and adjacent haadquarters~ Ho

also obt ains data cci loctcd by technic al meth ods and by oNservors

25
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on board reconnaissanc e a n d  c~’rnhat aircr a ft and helic op ters .

An d d uring a m e et I r ~o o n a ~~eri~- nt , the cr-mM an~ er ’s gorson a l

-

- 
ob servation of the com~— a t “por atian acqu ire s snc ci ai si gnificance.

But In the- f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  th c—nma n’4 er who w a n ts  to gua rantee
succoss In a meeting engagement mu st rely on h i ’~ ow n reconnaissance

unit to provid e him with timely inf orm ation of an ap p r o achin g

enemy. By continuousl y reconnoiterin g ~-oth the route alo n g

which the main force is m ov ln r , and i-i s flanks in an ti c I r~atIoa

of a mooting engagement , a reconnaissance unit is In the t e s t

position to provide the comman der with ros itive assurance that - -

t h e  en e m y ’s cppro ach w i l l  be detecte d .

To a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  m i s s ion , a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  group can ~o( r e i n f o r c e d  w i t h  a m o t o r i z e d  r i f l e  or tank com;~r n y  an —i w i t h

engin eer and ch emical Inte lli g ence personnel . It can also !e

f u rn i shed  a d d i t i o n a l  commun i ca t i ons  equ ip m ent  to i ns t ’re that
noodti d information is report ed to h ig her headquarters with out

delay. Reccnn~~ ssanco patro ls. both motorized and foot , are

dispatch e d from the lroup to survey the terrain an -a points of

i n te res t  a l o n e  the - route of m e - h  and the f l a n k s . T h cs o  ~~+ ra i s
usur i y consist of a platoon an - may h e- re i n f o r c e d , jus t  as tho

- - 

group i t se l f  cz~n h o , by a d d i t I o na l e o ic n ts .
The - d Is t~ nco f rom the ma in  f o r ce  w h i c h  a petr ~~l normal  ly

opor~ tus Is do te r m i r . o d  by t h e  t e r r a i n , i-ho patr o l ’ s ~ l s s i o n an 4

( comp o sition , an. ! the p o s s i b i l i t y  of m m i n t a i n i~~g c a r l nu n ic a t io n .

The d I s t a n c e. w o u l d  us u a l i y  not exce ed I~ k i i o me t ~ rs.
Pa t ro ls  c o mIn g  into coe tac t  w i t h  enemy r e c o n n a i s s - n c e  or

s e c u r i t y  u n i t s  w h i c h  a re s c r o o n i no  e ne my a c t i v i t y,  us’i -’Il y at t ~~mpt

not tc-  no d r awn  into t a t t le , hut t ry tc’~ bypass  then to- pe net rate
deep e r  into the eneny f o r c e s ,  Th c rc. the pa t ro ls  can dot~ rmI ra

the cn ~ ny ’s ¼!i sr -o si t ir ’ n , c-’npos itlor , dir e cti o n of ricv~ m cnt ,;

i n t o r va l s , f l a n k s  a n~ the ge ne r a l  c h a ra c t a r  of h i s  o p e r a t i o n s .
tinder favo r  a b l e  con’ ’ H- i ons  and wh e n n e c e s s a r y ,  recen r~ is s a n c ~
p a t r o l s  mc i a t tack  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r w a r d  un ;t s  of th~ o~.:’1’ i-c’
cap ture p r i so ne rs , d is rupt  move nent , a nd attempt to -d i s ~ ro~a n i z e
t h e  ~n~ my~ s or~ cr of march ,
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V I • A~J EV A L U A T  l~~~ ~~F ~f lV I El CO~- 4 SA T INT ELL I g ENCE AN P  RECONN AI SSANCE

A t t o m pt i no  to a r r i v e -  at a cooont  o~~a l u n t I o n  c-f S o v I & ~t c o mb a t

i nto llige nc e and reconnaiss ance so i c l y on the !-a~~ts of o~ on ly

pub li sha d Russ ia n langu a ge sources can quickly become an exercise

In frustration , For Soviet toxtbooks on tactics and artic le s

wh i ch discuss roconnaissanco c’ actrtn o reveal little that can

ho regarded as crit i c a l and are , in i-ho fin a l  an al ysis , m e -r el y

words which may net correspond to actual practice. The hooks

ani! artIc le s written to explain tho lessons loarno d from the

Second World War may mislead a foreign observer from th-~ current( status of Sovi et combat IntellI gen ce and rocrnn u is s -’nce. Eve n
descri ptions c - f recent trai nin g exercis es may misrepr e sent the

actual perform ance capa b ilit i es of Sovi et tactical roconn aissanco .

However , it Is p o ssi b le in th~ opinion of this writer , to gain

sone Insights into d o ctrinal strengths an~ weaknesses and to

p r o v i d e  some g~~ era i , a lbe it tentative , assessments of Sov iet

combat Inte l  I i genco rn- i ro c o n na i s s a ne t .
t ’ it ~ respect to the six princi p les of camt~’t Int e lli ge nc e

de scri bed above , it can ho stated that Sovi et doctr ine furnishes

v a l i d  and useful guid anc e to comman ders , staffs and r, .cannaissance

un i t s .  The p r i n c i p l es  a re  not o n l y  s I m i l a r  to those i n c l u d ed

( in U.S. doctr ino hut pra~ abi y have un i ve rsa l a p p l i c a b i l I t y  In
the fiel d  of inte l I I -onc e . It is particu l arly in te r c stin ~ to

note the s t ross w h i c h  has boon pi e c e - c’ on the p r i n c l r i e s  of
aggressiveness and cont inuity. That erip hasi~- n a y  -e an nt tomnt
to overcomo dofic l onci - d s of Soviet reconnaissance units

operating aga inst the Germans dun n- th~
-, Second Wo rl d War. in

• a U.S. Army  stu d y ,  which was based on German comm anders ’

~sscssne-nts of Russian methods , S o v i e t  reconna issance was

descri b ed as b e in g “very hesitant , gro~t In r ’ and cauti ous ” ~~id - 
- -

activi ty was “not especially intense. ”36 Articles , wbIc ~ do scr tbc ~
recently comp lete d f b i  t r a in i~~’ exercIses , in - i c ’t e th :~v

reconn aIssance op erat ions are curr ent ly he i r con~ uctud h~ th

continu ously ant r ’nqrossiv ly .

—~~ 27
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A r t i c l e s  w h i c h  h— ’v o boon pu~~I i s h e ~ in the recent past a l s o
revea l that Soviet doctrine p acc-s heavy emph a sis on patr ol lin g

as a primary method of c oll - ~cting I ntelli ge nc e inform ation.

Patro l l in- i  a c t i v i t y ,  both foot and motor ized , conducted ‘~y
Sov io t  reconna issa nce units dur ing the Second World-~W ar wa s I n

• general  co ns i r 4 er ed  to he good by opno sing German comman d ers.

Soviet units took ~roper action in ad ver se situations and
37s k i l l f u l l y  adapted themselves to the prev a iling cond itions.

Descriptions of recent tr a in in g exercises Indic ate that patr ols ,

especially motorized , si - I l l  play a prominent part in the

gathering of inform ation by Soviet reconnaissance units.

Another aspect of combat Intel I igence and reconnaissance( which appears to concern Soviet milit a ry writers is the rote

commanders occupy in the i ni t i a l  stages of the process.

C o mm a n d e r s , acccrdlnç’ to Soviet doctrine , must envisi on the

course that an on—go i n g  b at t l e -  w i l l  take In order to foresee —

the Into l ’g enc c that w i l l  he reguiroc! to accomplish the m ission ,

Once th i s  Is a c c o m p l I s h e d  the i n te l l i g e n c e  c o l l ec t i o n  ef f o r t
can be- organi zed an-’ d~~p cyod beforehand.  A l though th is  c e r ta i n l y
appe e-es to b e good doc tr ~ re , thc means for its p ractical

application are nd discuss ed . Nor are i-here any surgest ions as

tc how commanders can develop the nH— Imp ortant a b i l i t y  to

foresee the course of battle . Perhaps by emphasizing commanders ’( respon~~I~~~!1~~les ~ ii-h rog~~~d to combat in tellige n c e and

reconnaissance , Soviet mili t a r y  wr Iters are rc-spond ng to

deficiencies which became app arent d urinn the W inter War against

Finl a nd , I n t e l l i gence at the outbreak of that war , accord ing

to M aH -olm M a c k i n t o s h , w a s  “below stan dard” both on the battle-

fiel d and at the genera l staff le v oI. 3d Howev er , a ~octn in e
which merely assi gns res po n s i ~ i f  It es w i tho ut  p r c v id .’ng a means
for their f u l f i l l m e n t  has an obvious weakness.

Anoth er po ss lhl c weak p o int in the fu nct ion 1n ~ of th e combat —

intel l i g ence process may ho caused by i-ho Soviet ~enc~ arA for

st r ic t  secur it y  measures to prevent una u tho r i zed  d I s c lo s u r e  of
s e n s i t i v e  In fo rmat ion . A l though  It w o u i d  be d i f f i c u l t  to e - s t t n~ te
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the adverse  e f f e c t s  c -f e v e r — p r o t e c t i o n  ~urinr  ac tua l  combat ,
security measur es c~ej l d  c~~rt a l e iy  d o l a ’ the p ro c e s s i n g  and s e v e r e l y
l i m i t  tho dls tribut !en of In to llirie nc e inform at ion collected by

Sensitive means . Soviet m I l i tary writers als o appear to have

an abnorma l fear of beIng deceiv ed or provoked by i-ho enemy .

This fe-ar may load to the rejection of accurate Infor ma tion aho~:t

the one-my or the combat situ ation mere ly hocauso it has not

been confirmed by other sources . The Soviet emphasis on rro v~~o
r e l i a b i l i t y, wh i t o  norma l ly admirable , may result in unnocos~e- 

-
~~

time consu n lng , and redun dant ornpioym ent of resources attempt h
to g a in confir m ation of previ ou sl y gathered data.

is app arent that Soviet doctrine on tactical reconnals~ 
- - 

-( a n ’ comba -~ int e lMoe nce Is rather so i i d l y  founded on the

oxp arlunce ga i ned from combat operations of tho Second Worl d

War . As was noted p reviously , that w a r  r~~ resonts the most

recent comproh ons lvo combat exper ience  that is av a H a ~;Io to
Soviet tact icians and w r lt o r s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  to Ignore the t e s s ’n~
of that war would tie to invite repetition of the same or

s i m i l a r  mistakes in a future war e Perhaps , far this reason ,

severai hooks have recently boon published which present

excel lent analyses of a w i d e  variety of reconnaiss ance opt~r e~~ u o - .~

conducted durin g i-hi Second W or ld War —— both successful and - 
-

unsuc ces sful .~~( How ov or , it can ho arcued that the lessons of the Second

World War , at least to the extent and in the manner emphasiz e ’

by Soviet writers , are of questionable value In tho contemporary

military situation. For technological inn ovati ons intr oduced

since 1945 havo necessari ly r li m ini sh cd the a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of

prev ious  com bat exper ienc e .  In the first pl a ce , the po s s i b i l i t y

that tactica l nuclear weapons w i l l  ho employed on i-ho batt le fiel d

has require d significant alteration of tactlcai doctrin e used

during the Secon-~ Worl d war . Second , the Incrcasod m ob i li ty

of forces on the hattlo fi~~Id has al sc required a change in the

tactics of land warfare . An d if he f i cc -’ rters  ar~ to ho em p l oy e d  a~
oxto nsivo ly by both combat ants as they were by the U 5. ;‘ rmy in
V i ctn am , the change hrour’~’t ati~ ut b y r api d mobilIty w i l l  be c v an

- ——-- - —---- - - -  ____ ____-
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more drast ic. The th i r d rc”s~ n Is t~~ + techno logy has vastly
imp rc v~ ,i the a u a l i + y and qu a nt t + y or mec ’~~n i c aI , ol cctron ic ,
and other aids for thc~ C~~ I fo c i - ion o~ ;nt~~I I loonco inform ation -

‘

sinc e 1945. Thus to- :hn c- t-erv has hr~ unht sub st anti a l chanqo to
t a c t i c ’l d o c t r i n e s  w h i c h  were  a p p l i c a b l e  d u r i n~ the Secon ri W o r l d
Wa r e

A lthoug h Soviet tacti cians gener all y acknow ledge the
impo tance of those t e chnolo g ical advances , they have net , in
th~- vie w c-f t:-is writer , adjusted the i r  d o c t r i n a l  concepts  of
comb at int el li g e nce to the era of modern techn ology . They ap rc ,j - , - 

-

at lerst fr- -rn the- open press , to ho pr i m a rily concerned with

tact oal reccnn at ssanc e units en the ground and with improv in o( the pcrform~ ncc of thoso un it s w h i l e  oporatin g in an environm ent

s i m i l a r  to the -v of the Second Wor ld War . i~s a result of this

r interest , It is reas onab le to c o n c l u d e  th-~t S o v i e t  com~ a t

I nto I Igonc e and reconn aiss ance is w e - I I p rep~ red , at Ic r -s t
d o c t r i n a l l y ,  fo r  o p e r a t i o n s  of the k ind executed du r in~ t h e

Second World Wa r . How~ vor , Soviet writers appear to be 1g nor ; .~’
* t h e  mer e tochn i:a ll y alv -anc od , systcms for col le cting intellino nc ~

inf ov ~ atien. For inst anc e , li t t l e  attention is g iven to the

em pb a ym ont~ or even - o  the e x i s t e n c e , of ae ria l platforms

equ i pped  w i t h  v i s u a l .  o p t i c a l , e l e c t r o n i c , and other sensory
ices.( W h I l e  !t is d i f f i c u l t  to jud ge ~ho extent of Soviet to~ hno-

• log ical advanc es in the f i o l d  of r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  f r o m the open
press , it is c e r t a i n  that t e c h n i c a l  moans of re c o n na i ss a n c e  ~ i I  I

p lay a substant i a l ly greater  r o t e  in a fu ture  war  than t h ’y
d i d  in the Second Wo rld War. l n t e I l i ~~cncu o~-erati ons , to he

f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e  on the node - rn b a t t l e f i e l d , r- - q u I r o  s e n h i s t l c a t e d
equip ment for the- colle ct Ic n , transmiss io n , and pr ocossina of

infor ma ti on. Althou gh such oqut amont is not dcscr i” ed in open

Sov ie t  sourc es , it s h - u l - J net o const rued f r - ~m the ack cf

evi dence that the S~ vio t Grcsunr i Forces have not c k t a i r c I i

soph IstIcate-c! e q u i p m e n t , or that roconanaIssance units a:-o not

u t i l i z i n g  the oqu ipm ~ nt during the conduct of th eir tr ai — ii n g .

30
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It can only ho conclude d that Soviet wrIters do not di scuss -

technic a lly advanced equ in n en t ~nd ~be- u ict rin e for its employ—

mont in the open press.
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