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.ﬁ SUMMARY

forcos at vho dlvision and smallor unlt level,

the rocent past In tha Soviet Unlon, Tha ossay Includos
descriptions of the principlos ot combhat Intellligonco; basic
collaction mathods, both tactical and technical; and amnloyment
pattorns of reccnnalssanco units, The essav concludes with a
briof, subjoctlivo avaluatlicn of Sovliet combat intalllronce and

recoennalssanco,

A

Th's essay attompts to describe and to a losser extent, to

( analy:ro, combat intelllgenco and roconnalssance In Soviet qrount

It Is basod on Russlan languaqo sourcos opanly published In
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le INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this resecarch assay Is to describe, and to a
lossor extent to analyze and evaluate, certain of the more
fundamental aspocts of combet Intelllcenca and reconnalssance
applicable to Soviet ground ferces at thoe dlvision and smallar
unit lavel,

Tho resoarch, whlch resulted In tho descriptive portleons cf
this essay, was conductad by utllizing avallable Russlan languacs
sourcaes pubiished from 1965 to 1972 in the Seviet Union,
Obviouzly, infarmation concorning Scviet mlilltary Intolllacnce
and rveconnaissanca which Is avallable in open, authoritative
publlicatlons, Is nelther abundant nor completa, However, a fow
bocks on Soviet tactlcs and articles on various facots of cembat
Inteclligence oporations are openly nublishad by the Ministry of
Defense of the USSR to Inform and quide offlcers and serccants
of the Soviet Army. Thers aro froquent raforences, for instanco,
te the princlinlos that are regarded as fundamental to Sovicet
combat Intellloence and roconnalssance, The baslc &nd less
sensitive mothods of reconnnissance ars also described, to a
limitad oxtent, by Soviot military writors. Somo Information Is
also availabliec on the ways that reconnaissance units can beo
employed during tha varlous phases of hattla., Such scurce
materlials have providod sufficlent facts for a limlitel but hencfully
usaful, survey of the su*joct.

Unfortunately, Informaticon portalning to scveral Imnortant
areas of interest could not bYe found and hconce, definlte aaps
will be apparont In this cssay, Particularly distractina was
tho absence of any data on the oraanlizat!on and compasitlon of
the reconnalssanco groun which Is oraganic to tha Soviet division,
Source matertals waro also unavallablo an®srisoncr of war
Interrogation, countar-reconnalssance, and an tha omployment of
agents as collecters of iInformetian,

The analytical and evaluative norticns of this escay wora

based in a largu maensura on the author's own tralnlng and
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assignments In the U.S, Army, Initlally as an Infantry offlcer
and subsequently as a mlilltary Intellligence officer. The
subjoctlivity and limlitatlcons of the author's persecnal experience
have hopefully bcen modlifled by freoquent refarrals to the U,S.
Army Field Manual on Combat Intelllaence.

Before proceeding, It Is necessary to explain that in the
Russlian languago, the word "razvedka" can be Interpreted as
meanirg olther "reconnalssance" or "intellloence.," However,
reconnalssance, according to U,S. Army usage,

Is a misslon undertaken to ohtain Informaticon, by visual

ohservation or other detection methods, ahout the

activities and rescurces of an enemy or potentlal enemy;

or to sscure data concernira the meteorn!cgical, hydro-

graphlc, or gecgraphic characteristics of a particular

drea,

On the other hand, combat Intcllfoence Is defined as "that
knowledge of the cnemy, weather and geographlical fcatures required
by a commancder In the planning and conduct of tactical
opera?lons."z Accordinecly, for purpcoses of thls essay, "razvodka"
was normally translated as "reccnnaissance,” cr "combat
intelligence operaticns" for varicty's sakec. Tho adjectival form
of "razvedka" was usually translated as "intclllocnce,”" But on

a numter of occaslens I+ appcared advisablc to cenclude that
"razvedka" could best Le Interpreted as meaning both "reconnal-

ssance" and "tntelligence.,"

g e
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{te THE CONTEMPORANY REQUIREMENTS FOI' INTELLIGFNCE AND
RECONNAISSANCE

In the Scoviot Armed Forces, tho term millitary reconnealssance
Is officlalty definad as

the collaction of Intolllcence Informatlion about the
locatlieon, dispesttion, composlitlon, numbher, armamont,
cembat oreparedness, character of actlvitiaes and
lrtantlons of the onemy In the Interests of combat,

As dce-crtb:d In a Soviet manual on tactlics, the term reconnalssanc:

also includes measureos taken to obtaln Informatlicn not conly aboct
the enomy's dlsposttion and Intontions, but also about the
terrz 0, woather and arca of Impendina operatleons., Farticular
omphoaslts Is glven to thecollection of Information on the onemy's
nuclear weapons and other means cof mass ﬂnsfrucflnn.A
Reconnalssanco Is also offlciaily describhed as the most Important
kind of suppert provided tc the combat opcrating forcas. For
commanders at all levels, the craanlzation of reconnalssance
and intelligenco is a major rosponsthtility which Involves not
only thc cocmmander and his staff but combat trrons and spocial
unfts as woll,

Informatlion about tho cnemy, hls disposlttlen and Intenticns,
about the terrain and weather, and abrut the arca of Impending

onerations Is, accordine te Soviet tactical doctrine, necessary

for tho organizaticon and successful conduct of combat cperatlions,
For only with such intaelllioenco Information can a commander make
a rospoensible doclislion with rogard te the combdat situatlon, or
foresce tha character of forthcoming operatliecns and the prehable
chanoes durino the course of battle. To sunnort Its sszorvién
of tho necussity for intallicence Information, Soviet tactical
doctrine frequently citos the experfence of tho Sovlet Army [n
the Groat Patriotic YWar (The Second VWorld War), That experfence
demonstratod that thoe successful accomplishment of asslcnod
missions was possiblo, only 1f the combat forces had at thelr

disposal reliable, ralatively complete, and timely Intelllconce,




Where reconnazissance and Intellligcnce werce given preper
attentlon, accordinc to Scviet authoritles durinan the Second
World War operaticns were accompanlicd by success; on the other
hand poorly organized reconnalssancaea oftcn bascamec the reason
for dafeaf.5 Frequent references by Soviet military writers. to
the "chronlicles" of the Second YWorld War are understandable
for that record represents thc most recent, large-scale combat
exper.ence avallable to them.

Soviet tactical doctrine acknowledges that tc obtain precise
Intel .igence Information about the encmy Is indeed a complicated
mattcr, For the enemy wlll nct only provide security for hls
own f-.ces tut will attempt to neutrallize the ccllectlcn efforts
of his opponent's reconnalssance and intelllgence resources,

In addition, the enemy will strive to misiead his opponent by
deccptive operations, by dlsseminating false Infcrmation, and by
disguising his real location and activities. |In order not to

be misled by the enemy, Soviet commanders are advised that it Is
necessary to conduct ireconnalssance by a variety of means which
woulc allow not only the collection cf intelligence Informaticon
but wcuid also help to assure Its rellabililty. Therefore, the
reconnalssancec group (RG), which Is orqanic tc all types of
Soviet divislons, and the persconnel and resources of ccmbat units
must be employed In comblnation with elemcnts of the alr forces,
radio - technlcal units, and artillery, engineer, chemlical/
radiaticn reconnaissance units and even naval units, when
appropriate, Soviet military writers acknowledge that all of
this complicates the organizatlion and conduct of reconnaissance
and makes much higher demands on commanders than !'n the years

of the Second World War.

Cocrdination of the efforts of the va-iocus intelllaence
and reconnaissance resources and the tImely transmission of
important !nfcrmaticn to Interested commanders and staffs Is
a responsibllity cof senlor Scviet commanders., In thelr turn
subordinates are require” tn report, without delay, the results

of any contact with the enemy ancd t+n assure thelr superiors that




they are collecting Intelliaence Information by all mecans
avalilable to them, it Is Interestino to ncte that nelther the
responsiblilltlies of the deputy chicf of staff for intelligence
ncr the functions of ths Intcllloence staff is speciflcally
described In avalilable source materlals,

When new Information Is received, Sovict cemmanders are
admonished to precisely rencrt It tc the senlor cemmanders and
tc briafly but clearly report It to subordinates. Currently,
no officer regardless of his abtlities as 2 commander can
effectively employ his trocps and resources 1f he does not
receive timely and comprehensive Infcrmation about the dlisposition
of the enemy.6 The collection, processina and evaluation of
Intelilgence Information Is a time an” labor censumina process.
It demands of the commander and his staff the hiohest erudition,
personal knowledge of llkely enemies, and a thorough understanding
of contemporary war'fare.7

According fto a2t lecast cne Scoviet military autherity, the
significance of intelligence and the role of reconnaissance have
grown ccnslderably since the Second World War, In modern combat
operaticns, both sides will be highly dynamic, fast movinc and
will cover a very extensive area,. The situation on the battle-
field can change rapidly and critically, particularly If weapons
of mass destructlion are used, Small unlts will often be
required tc accomplish thelr missions in a shert amount of time
while separated from the malin forces.8 For this rceascn, commanrders
even of small units wiil often need reliable intellicence
information and will become morc directly concerncd with the
Intelllgence process. For thls reason alsc, the quantity and
scope of tasks which intelliacence and reccnnaissance must
accomplish has grown consliderably since the Secend Werld VYar, -
However, the tims avallable for orgrnizing Intelligence and
reconnalssance activities, and for gathering and processin-n
information , has been sharply curtalled., Therefcre, accerding to
Soviet military autherities, modern warfare demands a well

organized, highly skilled lnfel[igence and reconnaissance eoffort,




111, FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF SOVIET INTELLIJGENCE !

AND RECONNAISSANCE

Baslic principlos have becn established to gqulde Soviet

military commanders, staffs and combat troops In the conduct of

comhat Intelllgence and reccnnalssance operaticons, Thesc nrinci-

pies are: contlnulity, aggressiveness, purposcefulness, timelliness,
rellabillty and accuracy.9 It Is Instructive tec examine
briefly these quidinc principles In order to learn what Soviet
tacticians conslider Impcrtant In the Intelligence process., |t
Is alsc Interesting to note that whole articles have been dcvoted
to exrcialning these princliplas ¢ Soviet soldlers and cofficers.
Continulty (neprcryvnost'!) cf Intellicence operations
emphasizes the necessity fer all cemmanders and units to conduct
reccnnalssance contlinuously in all types of com~at cncrations,
day and nloht, regardicss of the terraln, season or wcather
conditions, To insure the continuous flow of intelliaence
information It Is nccessary tc ornanize and ceonduct reconnalssance
continuously, For lInstance, It Is Impecrtant, once contact Is
made with the enemy, not to lose contact and not to Interrunt
observation of known enemy deployments and likeiy enemy taraets,
For the timely resclutlon of difficult tasks, ¢éspectally those
which arfse suddenly during the course of battle, commancers
may be required tc rely cn Information which 1s already at hand
or is immecdlately obtalnable. Therefecre, frequently only thcse

reconnaissance units, or comhat unlts detailed feor Irntelligence

missions, which are already deplocyed can accomplish the missinn,
Such units must always be prepared to fuifill missions reagardless
of the complexlities of the situation, How to accemplish a

particular task can, of course, only be successfully worked cut

ty scldlers, sergeants and onfflicers whn have been thorcughly
tralned In reconnalssance. But t4he concduct of reconnaissance
must continuc without interruntion in corder to obtaln neede”d
Intelligence Information,

Aagressiveness (aktivnost') of the reccnnalssance effort can

be expressed as the striving of commanders and staffs to obtain -




at any cost - necessary Intelllqgence Information, Thlis
principle suggests that commanders are encouraged to exerclse
initlative and Imaglination In organizing Intclligence operations
and resourcefulness In employlng thelr reccnnalssance resources.
The term aggressiveness can also be seen In the activity and
determination of units designated for the collection of
‘ntelligence Information, Aggressiveness In Intelllgence Is
achievad by sudden, bold and declislive acticns of rcconnalssance
units and by the skillful appllcaticn of various resources and
methods for the colloection of Intellliaence Information, While
displaying Initiative and aggressliveness, Scviet commanders and
reccnnaissancse scouts as well are warned that they must act
wisely soc as tao assist In the accemplishment of the mlssion and
not to act in any way that would conflict with the crders of their
superiors,

Purnosefulness (tseleustremlenost') of Intclligence mezans

that the commander is responsiblie for concentrating the primary
rcconnalssance and intollligcence efforts on those vital arecas which
will insure the successful accomplishmecnt of missions assigned to
his unit. The development of purposefulness requlres several
stages., First, tha objectlives of the Intellicance effort must
be understcod and the commander must clearly doflne the tasks of
the collectlon effort, Second, the most likely course of the
developing battle must he foresecn by the commander., Third,
speciflc tasks must be distritutad expeditiously among the
variocus collection resources in conformity with thalr capahilitics
and limitations, Purposefulness of Intelligence operations by
no means impllies that the commander or his reconnaissance units
should be Inflexible, On the centrary, much depends on thelir
ability tc react promptly to changlng situations and tc quickly
transfer their efforts tc another objectiva which Is of greater
Interest,

Timeliness (svoevremonnost!) of Intcllinance Is one of the most
hasic requircments confronting evervone Involvaed In the

Intelligence process. In mcdern warfare, the factor of time will




have even greater signlflicance than It had In provious wars,
Intelllgance Information whilch Is nct promptly reported, althouagh
It may be Important, loses a largo measure of Its valuc,
Timellness, In esscnce, conslsts of collectling Intelliqence
Information sufficlently ahead of time to Insure both the
possiblillity cf forosecelng the character of the enemy's actlons,
and sufficlent time to take necessary measures, Tlmellness of
intellligence Is Inceoncelvable unless the need for specliflc
intellicence Informaticn Is foreseen by commancders and staffs
organizing prospective comhat operatlons,

JRallabllity (dostovernost'!) of Intelligence means that the

information furnished to the user cerresponds to reality; that It
is authentic and trustworthy, Rellab1Tity Is achleved by. the
compound emplcyment of varfous collectlon methods and by the
carcful comparison of the Information recelved from thesec
different sources. It may requlire the formulation of additinnal
tasks for raconnaissance units to obtaln mare nreclse Information
or to resolve apparaent discrepancics,

Accuracy (tochnost') of Intclllgence Informatlicen has spaeclal
significance In the contemporary era when weapons cf mass
destructlion could be empleyed. For Instance, roccnnalssance
efforts must be able to determline the exact posltlion on the
ground of such small targets as enemy missile launchers and nuclear
ammunition cepots. The map coordlinates of such targets must be
precisely ascertalned and correctly reported to tho respenslible
cemmandor, The effectliveness of his actions agalnst those
targets depends entirely on the accuracy of the Intelllacnce used
when planning the operatlon. The princliple of accuracy Is
applicable not conly to the collection of Information but to the
ontire Intelllgence proccess and therefore Involves staffs as well
as reconnalssance personnal,

The principles of Sovict military intelligence operations
arc, as could bo expected, goncrally similar to those which guids
tho U.S. Army combat forcas. It Is Intcrosting to note, however,
that Soviet tactical doctrinc appears to stress tho continuity and

2




aggresslivenass of the reconnalssance offort whlle these
principles are not Includaed In tho guidance furnlshed to tho

UsSe Army, In addlition, Soviot Intelllaenco principles do not

mention tho need for safeqguoriing classlifiod Informationl Howover,

It appears quite llkely that that requirement Is well=covared

In non-tactical Indoctrinatlon of porsonnel and repetltlon Is
consldored unnecessary, In addition, security moasuras and
Instructlions for tholr Implementatlion would probably fall within
the purviow of tha Main MIlltary Intelllgence Dlrecteorate (GRU)

and thorefore would not be Included In quidance of a tactical
nature,

|
|
|




IV. METHODS OF COLLECTING INTELL 3ENCE JNFORMAT|ON

The baslc methods employed by Sovlet ground forces to collect
intellligencoe Informatlon can he dlividod, for the sake of analysls
and descriptlion In thls paper Into two somewhat overlappling
categorles: technical methods which requlre rather sophisticatc
equlipment, and methods cemployed by milltary reconnalssancc units
or tactlica! unlits speciflcally designated for the collection of
Iintellligence Information.

Tha primary techn!cal means of collecting data for the Sovic!
ground forces are radlo Intercept, radlo direction finding,
photography, hcat sensling and radar.'o At the preseont stage
of development of warfare, wlicde usa Is made of radlo Intercept
(radioperekhvat) as a technique for cohtaining needed Intelligence
Informatlon about the enemy forces and his Intentlons. Radio
Intercept Is carried out for Soviet forces by speclally designataed
racdio statlons and recelvers which oporate by recelving signals
on the wave length of the radio transmitters of thec enemy. By
employlng techniques of radlio Intercept It Is possihle not only
to detormine the ccntent of the mossage transmitted by the cenemy
station but to gradually reveal tho scheme of his entirc radio net
and to gather technical data on his radlo staticns, Obvlously
such Informatlon could be very valuahle but by iteclf It Is not
sufficlent,

In order to determine the dispesition and location of the
enemy, It Is necessary tc establish the exact locaticn on the
around of hls radio transmitting statinns., For thls, at the samc

timo: the cnemy's radic mossages are helna broadcast and Intercented,

special radio directicn finding (DF) equlipment Is used by radlo
reccnnzissance units, Radio direction findina (radiopelengatsiia)
Is carried out by designated statlons at varicus locati~ns which
can determine the directlion of an operatine radlo statlicn by
Intersection, The aim, of cocurse, Is #o ohtaln tha statien's
location cn the ground and conseguently, to reveal the arca of

the deployed headquarters which furnishes the messages transmitted
by the radle staticn,

10




g

!
LY

Radio Intercept in combination with DF can rcveal the
compositlon, disposition, locatlon and intentions of the encmy,
However, whlle the Inteillgence Information collected by radio
reconnaissance Is being evaluated It Is mandatory to take into
consideration the possiblility of disinformation and deceptive
broadcasts by the enemy, Therefore "all information recelved
by radio reconnaissance units is always compared with data
collected by other mefhods.""

Photography, as a method of collecting intelllgence informaticn,
can be divided into alrborne and ground photographyg Alrborne
photography Is the besic type of airborne reconnalssance and is
conducied with speclally equipped airplanes by all branches of
comba+t aviaticn. |t permits a commander, In a rolatively shord
span of time, to determine the exact location and deployment of
enemy forces, whether thecy are in position or moving, and to
learn the disposition of the enemy's major weapons, tanks and
vehlicles, and other suitable tarqets,

Ground photcgrapiny Is normally conducted by employlna the
resources of artillery and englineer units tec obtain photographs
of 'spccific objects, for example a bridae, for later detalled
examinaticn. Scmeotimes, to obtain photograrhs of Important
targets or objcctive areas located deep within the enemy's
posltions, It is advantageous to draw on reccnnaissance unlits to
accomp:!sh the mission., The reconnalssance group, organlic to
all types of Soviet divislons, has sultable photographic equipmant
for such missions and can bo dispatchad Into tho rear areas of
the enemy.

However, both grcund and airborne photography, as methods of
reconnaissance are not devoid of substantial drawbacks. The
lens of the camera, Irrespective of wheore It Is located, cannot
unfailingly establish the presence of an enemy deployed In a
forest, In populated areas, or In well-conccaled poslitlicens.,

For this reason ona cann~t always bo sure that the cnemy 's not
present morely bocause he [s not vislible in the photograph.
Phetography Is also limited owino to the fact that 1+ is not




always possiblo to distinguish false objccts frem real ones.
In additlon, photogra;.hy cannot estabilch unit Identities nor
raeveal hlis Intentions.

Ground photoarapiny has very limited applicavility In modern
warfare for It Is able to cap*ure on fllm only objects which

are directly vislble and all that Is behind natural or man

made obstructions cannot be photeographed. Perhans an even morc
Important deflcliency: of qround photography Is its rclatively
Insianiflcant range. For, In the final analysls, photoaraphy
from +he ground of objocts which are deep within the enemy's rear
is not always possible even by reconnalssance units, Airborne
photooiraphy, although 1+ possesses Immeasurably areater
possibilitles than ground photography, Is also Impossitle under
a variety of circumstances. Well organized enemy alr defense
cannct only hamper reconnalssance flights but can virtually deny
fllights over specific areas, Alrborne photooranhy Is alsco
hind:-ed by conditlicns of poor vislibhility,

The serlious drawbacks Inherent in photography as a methcd
of collectlino needed information about the cnemy Is fully
apprcciated by Soviet military facf!clans.'z Therofore,

commandors are advised not +o rely on employing photoqraphy as

a technique of raeconnaisscnce In all slttuations, for there are
many instances when !t Is plainly not appllicable. Soviet
commanders are also cautlioned against Immediataly accepting
photographic Information as belnc valld even If on first
impression It appears qulte rellable., All data obtalned from
photographic reconnalssance must he compared wlth Infarmation
collected by other means befere flnal evaluation, 5
Hecat findina devices (teplopelaongatornye apparatury) are
another means of technical reconnaissance avallable to the
Soviet ground fecrces. Heat finding devices are employcd to lacate
objects which are emitting radiant enerqy (infrared rays) and -
to determine the dircction and the distance from tho dovice to | 4
the object. Theso devices operate by realsterina the difference
In the heat emanating from an objeoct and Its hackground.'3 Heat
finders are used at night tc determine the around location of

12
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tanks, trucks, an' othor sclf-propellcd vohlcles while tholr
motors are operatina,

Radar (racdliolokatslita) as a means of ccllectinao Intolllnence
Information Is usc! te roveal the exact location of firing
positions of artillory and rocket launchers of tho enemy and
also to dotermina the fllght trajoctory of shells and rockets,
Radar Is also used to reveoal the movements of tanks, solf-
propellod guns and other vehicles,

Radar, radlo iIntercept, photography and other technical
methods of reconnalssance can provide substantial Information o.
the enemy, torrain and tho area of future operatlions, But

r such methods cannot fulfill all the Intelllgence requlrements -,
( commandars. Information which would reveal the ldontitles and
subordination of oenemy units and the level of thelr combat

readiness cannot be obtained by technical methnds, Nor can

gathored intolllgenco, as a generai rule. For Information of
this nature, prisoners arc nceded and these can be captured
mainly by means of ralds, ambushes, and by concductlna reconna’sn
In force. Reconnalssance patrols can also actlvoly assist In
tho collection of needod Information as can the recennalssance
qroup operating In tho rear of tho onomy.M
( Ralds (polska) which are conducted for tho purpose of
aatherina Intoellicenco Information, are carrlcd out by small
combat units from squad up te relnforced platoons In slze, and
also by the reconnalssanco groups organic to mancuvor divisions,
Reconnalissanca groups are composod of spoclally solected and
trainod soldliors, sergecants and offlcers. Combat units detalled
to conduct ralds usually Include elomonts of other branches of
tho servico (intolligence, vngineer, chomical) who nossoss
special skills, Ralds aro conductoed both In tho forward deploy=
ment arcas of enemy units and In tho enemy's rear areas, Taracts
of ralds can vary frem a sinalo soldier In foxhole (actino as a
sentinel or forward observer) to a communicatisns center or

hoadquartors or similar facility, Tho objective of a

e e e = im e —

tho enamy's concept of combat operaticns bo derlved from tochnicail
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reconnalssance ral! is to capture enemy personncl and secondarily,
15

to obtain documents, new wrapons and teciinical equipment,
In preparation for a raid, Information Is gathered, by

obsarvation and other appropriate methods, In order to learn as

much as possible of the enemy's deployment and the location of

his weapons, to study the terraln and obstacles near the

objective, to select the best approach to the objectlve, and tn
1€
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possible ohbservation of the objective area should continue !

ascertain tha enemy's activitices In the area of tho raid,

without interrupticn up to the time of the raid to Insure that
acticns taken by the enemy wll!l not preclude the successful
accompilshment of the raid's mission, For example, a slanificant

( change In the enemy's disposition would require a change In tho
plan of the raid.

A unit conducting a reconnaissance raid Is normally divided
intc an assault group, a support grcup, and a qroup of sappers.
The assault group, which is usually led by the commander of
the entlre unit, is responsibla for makina the final attack on
the target and for capturing prisoners, documents and materi®l,
The support group providaes security for thc assault group by
placing itself In the most favorable firing pnositicns In thao
target arca. Sappers clear a passage way throuch enemy obstacles,

such as a mine fileld or harbed wire. The three groups recelve

( training In thelr spoclal functions and thclr actions are
coordinated through planning and practice. Supportina fires from
artillery and mortar units are alsc planncd for and coordinated,
Ralds are executed as quletly and as rapidly as the terrain
and enemy slttuation parmit, A concealoed approach to the objectlive
area and a short, speedy assault on tho target are favored by 1

Scviet facficians.l7

When used for the purnose of gatharing Intelllcance
informatlon, an ambush (zasada) has tha same obJoctives as the
raid, i.a., to capturc prisoners, weanons and military equipment,
or documents. But In contrast to the rald, which has an

objective not larger than a small group of persons, the ambush




may have an objectlive conslistina of a relatively largo number
18

of combat or transport vohlcles or foot troops,
Ambushes are organlzed during perlods of dlrect combat

with the enemy In areas Immodlately bheyond the foremost positicns

of the Soviet forces or behlnd the forward edae of the battle

area of the onemy, it.e., In anemy held territory, The slte

for & prospective amhush Is selected with great care, secretly

and well in advance of the positionina of the ambushina force.

Usually the slte would be on a road which serves as a line of

communicatlion or supply; or It could be at a river crossina or

a wator supply polint. The site must also provide concealment

for the ambushing force In order to Insuro a surprise assault,

If the site Is not beyond the range of artillory and mortars,

d

fire support Is arranged for, and signal Informatinn cocrdinato

Usually the amhushling force conslists of a speclally deslia-
nated squad or platoon but can consist cf tha untirc reconnaissznce
group of a divisien, |f tho force Is a platoon or .arger . in
size, 1t Is divided Into twe qroups: support and assault. in
addition to the two main aroups, ohservers are deslianatecd and
scmetimes sappers are alsc attached to the force. The unit
establishino tho ambush must move quietly to the slte and
carefully propare and camouflage the positions of Indivicdual
membors, Sappers are responsible for nlacina mines hefore theo
positions of tho unit and on the most |lkely routes of movement
of the enemy., Observeors are sont off to the most advantageous
posltions to provide early warning.

Whon the observers repert that a sultable target Is
approachlng the slte, thc commander glves the order to sprina
the trap. |f the tarqet conslists only of a few soldiers an
attempt may be made tc canture them without making any nolse sco
as not to disclose the presence of the ambushina force., |If
the target consists of a larae numhor of scoldliars or vehicles,
the ambushing forco attempts to destroy the target bty using all
Its woapons, greonades, and supporting fires, Following this,
the assault agrocup moves In to capture any soldliers and officers

who remaln alive and te selze documents from the dead and now

15




types of combat equlpment and weapons, All tanks and other
vehlicles wlll be deoestroyed before the ambushing force deparfs.zo

The reconnalssance patrol (dozor) Is another primary means
employed by Soviet tactical unlts to collact data about the
enemy, terralin, and the area of future operations, Reconnaissance
patrols are sent out to collect Intelligence Information by
observation of the enemy and by careful examination of the
terrain to the front and flanks. Patrcls are employed by
unit+s which are occupylng poslitlions or are conducting a march,
Ths strength and composition of a reconnalssance patrol is
determined by the patrol's misston, the terrain and the combat
situa*ion. A patrol can vary In size frem a rlifle squad of a
unit deployed In a forward positlion to a divisional recennaissancs
group reinforced by a motorized rifle company. |In the latter
instance, a company of the reinforced group could send out [|-3
patrols each relnforced by a platoon., Strengthened In this
manner, a reconnalssance patrol can maneuvcr not only In Its
basic direction but can also perizcdically send out patrols in
several othar directions as well.Z' Thus a relnforced
reconnalssance qgroup of a division can patrol a larage area while
mcving primarily In one dlrection, The dlstance a patrol may be
sent from its parent organlzaticn depends not cnly on the
mission, terrain and enemy sltuaticn, but also on the strencth
and ccmposition of the patrol,

In addition to foot patrols, motorized patrcls are also sent
out to raplidly reconnoiter road networks, terraln, and subjocts
of speclal Interest., Motorized reconnalssance patrols can be
dispatched from the divisional reconnalssance group or freom
small tactlical units which have been detalled to collect
intelligence Information, or from units which are fulfllliing

22

other misslons, Normally small motorlzed patrols must

maintaln visual contact with theolr parent units or the maln body

cf the pafrol.z3

In situations where combat with the enemy Is
very unllkely, motorized reconnalssancas patrols mnve at the
maximum speed possible under the terrain condlitlieons. In areas

whare a meetling with the enemy can he assumad or when actual
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contact Is made, tho troops dismount teo fight on the around
or become dlismounted patrols In order to continue accomplishing
thelr misslcn, The commander of a motorlizerd reconnalssance
patrol may dlspatch a motorcycle to check on the posslitble
presence of enemy forces by "demonstrative actlon,"” This entalls
the motorcyclist to apprcach = at hlah speced - to within 200
meters of the possible enemy poslition to draw flre. |If the
motcrcyclist fails tc draw flre, the concluslon Is that no encny
Is presen'l'.z4
Reconnalssance patrols, both motorlzed and foot, usually
bypass enemy reccnnaissance units and elements of a moblle defc-s
to stealthlly move towards the maln enemy force. Although
patrols must report their observaticns of the enemy to higher
headquarters, to engage the enemy would jeopardize fulfiliment
of the patrol's mission. To avold actual contact with the enemy,
the patrol moves, as a rule, cross country, from one suitable
ocbservation point to another, f the patrol consists of both
moterized and foot elements, everv effort must be made to
maintain contact between the two elements. |In the event of
unexpected meeting with the cnemy, where it Is not possible to
avoid combat, the patrol opens fire, makes an assault, captures
prisoners, and then continues to fulflill I+s assigned +asks.25
Another method employed by Soviet Ground Forces to collect
Intelligence Information Is reconnaissance In force (razvcdka
boem). This method had wide use during the Second World Wer
and was regarded as one of the mcst effective methods of military
reconnalssance. The aim of reconnaissance In force Is to
"verify or make more precise Intellligence Information of the
enemy, or to ohbtain nccessary Information which Is not obtainable

by any other means ., "0

Peconnalissance In force Is contucted hy
the combat actions of speclally designate? motorlized rifle cr
tank units reinforced by necessary surncrtine weapons.27 While
these units are engaglino the enemy, Intellicence Information is
being collectad by careful otservaticn of the encmy's combat :
activities. Observation Is conlucted from all sultahle paints

previously established, from nosts cspeclally arganized for that
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operation, and from the alr., At the same time, all avallahle
means of rcconnaissance, Includina airborne phntography, radio
Intercept and DF, radar and other methods of collection arc
employed to gather the nceded Informatlon,

Although reconnalssance In force can help obtaln valuable
intelllgonce Information atout the enemy, Soviet tacticians
aknowledge that It Involves the expenditure of large numbers of
trcops and resources. In addltion, 1f It Is unskillfully
executed, It can betray to the enemy preparations for a
prospective attack., For these reasons, reconnalssance In force
Is conducted In modern times "only when authorized by senior
commandars . " 28

A reconnalissance group dispatched to operate In the rear of
the enemy, can have a great variety of assigned tasks, and
consequently the compositicn of the group can alsec he widely
varied, Uncder contemporary conditions of warfare, an especlally
Important task entrusted tc such grouns wculd be the collection
of intelllgence Information concerning the nuclear strike
canabillty of tho enemy, Other tasks could be tc determine tho
strength, dispositlion and Intentlions of thc enemy, or tc gather
first hand data on thc terraln and area of future opcrations,

The baslic collection methods used by a reccnnalssance aroup
operating deep within the enemy's rear are obsorvation, photo-
graphy and listening. On certaln occaslions, a group may orcanize
an ambush or conduct a rald. However these methods are usecd cnly
as a last resort because they dlsclose the presencce of the qraup
In the rear of the enemy, Obviously the survival of the greoup
and its effectiveness as a collecctor of informaticn are depencdent
upon Its abllity to conceal Its presoncc from the enemy,
Therefore, under normal clrcumstances, a group will avoid direct
contect with the enemy's rear elemants.

Observation (nabliudenlie) Is perhaps the olcdest and most

fundamental, but least Interestineo, method of collecting intellligenc

information about the enemy. |It's alsc the most widely used
methcd, even today, In units up to an” includina reglments, |t
Is employed by all branches of the service and In all types of
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combat situations. |Its oraganlzation Is the respensibility of
unlt commanders and It Is requlred tc be conducted = uninterrup~
tedly ~ by speclally deslgnated Indlividuals,

For the conduct of reccnnaissance bv obhservation, cach unit
Is asslgned responsibility for a sector of terrain, and In turn,
assligns observers to cccupy positions selected tc Insure the
best view of the enemy and terrain, Squads have cone observer;
platoons and cempanies have one or two additional ohservers,
Battalions, deprending on the terrain and the brcadth of the
sector of operations, have one or two posts, consistinao of 2-3
ohservers cach, Battallon observation posts are furnlished with
Instruments for observation and orfentation, mans, overlays
and varfocus manuals., Observatlon posts are not limited to the
ground but may be on helicopters or even on balloons.

For the conduct of obscrvation during the hours of darkngss
Instruments for night vision Including infrared devices are
furnished to ohservers. 7To sunrnlement reconnalssance by
observation during darkness and other periods of poor visability,
observers move as closc as possible to the enemy to ccllect
information by listening (literally: eavesdroppling). Thesc
observers Include sergeants and officers who posscss keen
hearing and can differentiate among the various sounds of encemy
activity thereby learninc the charactcecr of hls activities.

All the methods of reconnalssance dlscussed above pursue,

In the final analyslis, only one ohbjective; that Is, to collect
ncoded Informaticn about the enemy, terralin and the area of
future operations. Therefore, thevy must he regarded as being
closely connected - [If only by thefr ultimate purnosec. No one
method has provéd itself to be pre-eminent. In fact, all the
modern technical methods of reconnaissance combined with all

the methods cf combat reconnaissance units, have not ohviated

the necesslity for tactical troops to conduct visuzal nhservation =
the simplest and most baslc of collection methods,

Scviet miltitary tacticlans and writers appear to be well
awarc of the advantages, short-comings and cenditicns of
arplicability of each of the methods described In this paper.

19
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They aro alsu ccgnizant of the requirement tn employ the various
methods of rcconnaissance sc that they supplement each other,

so that the collected Information is not redundant but
confirmatory, more raellable and hence, more valuable. Soviet
tactical doctrine concludes that

only the skiliful employment of all methods of
reconnalssance, Includina the full uso of the new
technical means, will provide the possihility of
collectling Information necessary for insuring the
success cf ccembat operatlicns In a modern combined
arms battle.

20




e ———

§ |
2

V. TASKS AND EMPLCYMENT OF RECOMNAISSANCE UMITS

A reconnaissance group of a Soviet mancuver dlivision Is
normally assigned speciflc tasks to accemplish during the period
the division as a whole Is engaged In one or another of the
basic types of tactical operations, that is, march, offense,
defense, or meetinc enaagement. For each type of tactical
cperation, Soviat doctrine has established general Intelliagence
requirements and guidelines for priorities fer the cellection ob
the nesded information. Each type of tactical operaticn may, hv
its nature, alsc Impose limitations nn the applicabllity of
one or mere cf the methods of reconnalssance used to gather theé
informaticn. Thus, the type of tactical operation, normaily,
hoth prescribes and constralins the activities of reconnalissance
units supporting the cperation.

It should be ncted, however, that a larger unit may be
engaged in one tvpe of operation while a smaller, subordinate
element may be executing a different type of operation., For
instance, a division may be conducting an offense, while cne of
Its battalions could support that attack by assuminec a deiansive
posture on a flank. |In this example, the intelllicence require-
ments of the division would certainly diffcr from those of the
battalion; and hence, the ccllcection tasks and deployment patterrc
cf the units designated for reconnaissance duties would also
differ. Howaver, for the purpose of simplicity In the discussion
that follows, the divisional reconnalissance aroup and cther units
detailed for reconnaissance, are considered teo he supporting only
the main effort of the dlvision,

A march, according te Soviet tactliclians, Is

an organlzed movement of forces In columns 2lona
roads and on cross country routes with the alm cf
entering a nredesianated area., A march can be
executed teo the front, from the frent +o the roar,
and along flanks,30

During the execution of a march, arcat attention s placed on
all-around defonse of themovina foerces. Tharefere, reconnaissance

is conducted continuously, In depth, tath in the dircction of
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movemont and alono tha flanks. Thoe task of reconnalssance units,
first of all, Is tho time.v doteectlon of +he onemy, and the
dotermination of his strcongth and cerpositieon. Particular
emphasls Is placed on ascuertalnling the presence of nuclenr
wcapons ancd tanks,

A sacondary but nonctholess Important task of reconnalssance
units durina a march, Is to determine the conditlon c¢f the route
cf tho march, the degroe of cross=-country mobility permittcd by
the terralir, and the character of the terraln In arcas of Ilkei
contact with the enewy, These tasks are accomplished mainly ny
cbservation and by first hand examination of the terraln but
also hy othar methods,

The rcconnaissance effeort must be organizes an? coordinatad
te Insure that deslignated chservers are asslgnos specliflc secti iz
and foot and morerized patrecls are dispatched 'n corroct
directlons. The distance which patrols cperate frem the main bedy
's not precdotermined hut must always, accordinc te Soviot

doctrine, be such that the patrols can successfully accomplish
31

their assiaonsd *tasks, favtrois cmanatlng frow a divislenal
recontaissance giroup would prohahly have unatner and chenica!
roconnalssance elements with them, Ffngineers riovicde skiiis
necessary to determine such matters as canacitics of roads an-
hridgoes along the route of march, Chemical reconnalssance sunf. =~r
Is provided to determine the presence of chemical, radloactive,

or bactorlolegical mytorf218 In the path cf the movina forces.
Sovliet military authcrs attach a high priority to the carly
discovery of coantaminaecd aireas and to ranidly findina routes

to circumvent thase aroas.

Raconnalssance acqulres a speclal sianificance durina the
conduct of the offense. The offense Is regarded by Soviet
tacticlians as the hasic form of combat action. It has es Its
aim tho complete daostructicn of the defendina enemy In a shert
amount of time, and the sclzure of Important objoctives,
Reqglments and smallar unlts of the ground forces enange ' In
offenslive actions must make the best use cf terrain for nmancuver=-
Ing so as to quickly gain the flank or rcar of the enemy in or'er

to Inflict a decislve blnw.32
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During thc offense, reccnnaissance units dispatch patrols
! not only In front of +he #forward units oy the main force but
alsc on the flank and scmgTimes even in the reary Patrols attempt

to accomplish their coilection tasks primarily by observation

‘ and by the capture of priscners, Qther methods of reconnaissance,
@ 4 such as ralds or recnnnaissance In force, may also be employed, B
‘ particularly in the preparatory stages of offenslve actlons.

The fundamental task of reconnaissance during the offense
Is the timely discovary of the Intentlons of +he enemy and the
character of his ac*icns, Such Information provides the

possinhillty of taking necessary steps to counteract the enemy's
Inter'ed actions, During the course of an assault, a primary

( collcection effort Is directed at uncovering unncutralized

weapons, particuiar!y those with a2 nuclear capablilty. Secondary
efforts Include detecting enemy strong points, command posts,
location of reserves, cbstacles and contaminated arcas, In
addition, reccnnaisssnce, especially the airbcerne methods, are
employed tc ascaertair the actions belng taken by the enemy
forces. That Is, whether the encmy Is reinforcling his forward
elemnnis or Is withdrawling them, |f the enemy Is beginning to
withdraw, The composition of the withdrawing forces and The
directiocn of thelr movement must be determincd sc that they mav
be cut off from the maln fcrces.

( In preparation for oficensive opseraticns tc be ceonducted during
the hours of darkness, reconnalssanco units receive scveral
acdditlional tasks. Thesc 1asks inciude the requiremont to detoct
the presence among the defondling feorces of night visien dlevices,
or the oxlstence of a system for battlefield 1ilumination,
Reconrzissance will also attompt tco ascertain 1f the enciy has
made any changes In his deployment or dafensive poasitlons after
the coming of darkness but pricr to the initlaticon ot the attacke

The defenso is employed by Soviet forces only undor thoso
condltions when nffersive operatlicns are not possiblc cr are
not expedient, The purpose of defense, as a type of comhat \
actlon, ts to repel an attack by suporfor forces of the remv,

to inflict substantlial losses and tharehv create the conditions

23 !

e ————————————t]




-

for the transliticn teo a declsive cffensec. The princinal
tasks of recennaissanca Ia suppert of dofense Aaro: +n/ﬁrcvide
early warnino of tho cnomy's approach; to dotermine his strcngth
and compesition; and to learn the direction of hls maln attack,
Those tasks become Immeasurably more difficult 1f the encmy
initlates his attack at niaght, Despita tho achicvements of
technical mothods of ohbservation and reconnalssance, thc |imlta-
tions of visabillty at night stlll favors those whe advance by

34 In

concealed routes and sucddenly attack dofensive pesltions,
addition, conditlions of darkness hinder the cffective employment
of nuciear weapons, air strikes, artillery, anti-tank wcapons

and of course, Infantry weanons, In order tec l2ssen the

influence of negative nlonht=time factors on the opcraticns of
defensive Torccs, It Is nccessary tc strengthen the overail
reconnaissance effcrt,

The primary colicction methods of reconnalssance units
supporting defensive operatlions are patrolling and observation,
Other methods such as amhushes and ralds are also employcd when
necessary to obttaln nceded Information. All of the technical
methods of ieconnaissance are used whan applicables Radico
intercept Is emphasized, nartlcularly durina night defonslve
oporavlons, to provide early Indications of an Impending enemy
attack, Alsc a2t night, obsarv=ation posts are incrcased In numbor
and furnlshod with spociai Instruments fer niakt vislon such as
Infrared devices., Observers are alsc moved closer to known
enomy positlions to estabilish "eavesdronping" nosts,

A meeting engagement (vempechnyl hol), as definéd In Soviet
tacticai refercnces, Is a tyne of coembat operation which occurs
vhen tha Soviet forces are advancina on an enemy which Is
simulteneously advanclng from another direction.s A meetinc
engagement can arlse duringo the course of a march or mancuver,
or durlng the developmant of an attack whoen an encmy counter-
attack Is belnn repelled, or even during the defonse when reserves
or second echclon forces are belna moved forward to conduct a
counferaffack.ss A meetlnag engagement Is characte~lzed bv utter

confuslon as teo the actual slituation which, In any case, qulickiy
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changes. Changes In the combat situaticn arc brecuaht about by
the rapld maneuvorinas of unlts attermptino to setze and retaln
the inltiative while, at the same time, covaering exposed flanks,

Intelliqance abrut the enemy at the bealnninag of a meeting
engagoement Is usually far from belng complete, and time for
reconnalssance to clarify the sltuatlion Is extiremely limited,

In addition, the task of collectina information Is hindered,

evan when modern technlcal methrnds are employed, by frequent
changes In the dispos!tion cf forces and the dlrection of thralr
movement. Also, in the highly dynamic meeting engagemont,
intel!lgence Information about the enemy, while I+ muy b -_1i:%"=5
and compictc, quickly becomecs obsolete and loses Its value.

And yet onc of the most Important requisites for achicvine success
in 2 moeting engagement Is knowledge of the enemy., For a comhet
force. which lacks irtellicence iInformaticn, can be hit frem

any direction by scorurise attacks which causc the defonder's
actions to become spontanoocus, discrganizod and indeclsive, As

a consequence ¥ lesus the Initlative and is dofea'rer!.'78

To ackinowledge the Importance of Intellicerce +c the
achlcwcment of success In a meetina engagement Is To undorstand
the necossity for the prior organizaticon of the reconnalssance
effort, It Is the reconnaissance effart which can, In a tinely
mannar, detcct thc ercmy's movsment out of his posltions, ant
determinc his disposition, and Intentlons. Reconnalssance carn
learn the direction of his movement and can conetantly follow
him through tho couirse of his maneuverings,

Conscequently, ireconnalssance can colicct the informatlen
necoescary to forecast thec possihbillty of the beginnina nf a mectin-
engaganant, and the place an” fime cf Its occurrence, This
will provide the commandcer with the information neaded te plan
forestallling nuclear and non-nuclear strikes and teo oraanize
his forces for the encacement before they actually mcet,

The cemmander receives data ahecut the enemy from nis own
reconnalssancae rcescurces and from the collectinon activities of
roacennalissance units of hligher and adjacent hoacdquarters. He

also obtains data ccilectcd by technical metheds and by chservers
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changes. Changas in tho combat situaticn aice brocuaht about by
the rapid maneuverines of unlts attemntlina to se¥ze and retaln
the Initiative while, at the same timc, coverling exposed flanks,

Intelligonce about thoe enemy a2t the beaginn'na of a2 meeting
enqagement Is usually far from bolng complete, and time for
recocnnzlissance tc clarify the situation is extiremely [imited,
In additlion, the task of collectina Information Is hindered,
even vhen modern technlcal methods are employed, by frequent
changes In the disposlition cf forces and the direction of thalr
movement. Also, in the highly dynamic meeting engagemont,
inteillgence information about the enemy, while I+ muyy b. - 11" "5
and crmpiote, quickly beccmes obsolete and loses Its value.
And yet onc of the most Important requislites for achlevine success
in 2 meeting engagement is knowlecdge of the encmy. For a combat
forca, which lacks irtelllicence Information, can be hit from
any direction by scr-yrlise attacks which causc the defender's
actions to become spontancous, dlscrganized and Indeclsive, Ac
a consequence ¢n lesus the Irnitiative and Is dcfaafed.hG

To acknowlerige the Importance of itntellicerce to the
achlcvement of success In a meetino engagement Is +o undorstand
the necessity for the prior organlzation of the reconnalssance
effort. [t Is the reconnaissance efrort which c2n, In a time!ly
mannar, detect the ercmy's movoment out of his pesitions, and
determina his disposition, and Intentions. Rcconnaissance can
learn thc direction of his movement and can constantly feollow
him through tha course of nis maneuverings.,

Consequently, ireconnalssance can colicct the informatien

necescsary to forecast the possikility of the beginning of a mectin-

¢ -~

engageaant, and tha place and +ime cf 1ts occuirreace, This
will provide tha coemmander with the Information neecoed to plan
ferestallling nuclear and non-enuclear strikes an? te organize
his forces for tho encacement btefore they actually mecet,

The ccrnmander receives cata atcut the enemy from ais own
reconnalssancs resources and from the collectirn actlivities cf
reccnnalissance units of hicher and adjacent hcadaquarters. He

also obtains data ccilectcd by teochnical methnds and by odservers
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on board raoconnalssance and combat alrcraft and hellecopters,

And during a mccting engeaooment, the commander's norseonal

observatiocon of the comhat operation acqulres sncclal slanificance.

But In the finnl analysls the commander who wants tc quarantec

success In a mecting enangement must rely on hls own reconnalssance
S unit to previde him with timely Information of an approaching

enemy,. By continuously reconncitering hoth the route alona

which the main forcao is movinc, and 1ts flanks In anticination

of a meotlng engagement, a reccnnalssance unit Is In the best

positlon to provicde the commander with positive assurance that

tha enamy's approach will be detected,

To accomplish this misslon, a recoennaissance group can he

N

reinforced with a motorized rifle or tank company and with

englncer and chemical Intelligence paersonncl, |+ can also bLe

furnished addit+ional communications equipment tc Insure that

neeced Information is reported to higher headquarters without

delay. Reccnnaissance patrols, both motorized and foot, are
dispatched from the group to survey the terrain an polnts of
interest alcng the route of march and thc flanks, Thesc patrols
usua:!'y conslst of a platcon and may he rclinforced, just as the

group itseif can be, by additlienal siomants,
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The dlIstance frem the maln force which a patral normaliy

cperates Is determired by the voerrain, the patrol's missisrn ant
( compositicon, and the possitlility of malntaining communicaticn.
The distance would ucually not excecd 10 kllomoetcers.,

Patrels ceming into contact with eneny reconnaissance or
secuirity units which aro screenina ecnemy activity, usually attompt
not tc¢ ps drawn Into tattle, but try to bypass thom teo penotrate
deeper invo the cnemy forces. Theore the patrols can dotormiro
the cnemy's dispositicn, composlttion, diroctlon of mevament, .
Intervals, fianks an' tha gueneral charactor of hls operations,
Under favorahle conditlicns and whan nocessary, roconnaissance
patrols may attack indivldual forward units of ths enimv to
capture priscners, disrupi movenent, and attempt to discrcanize

the enemy's order of march,
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Vi. AN EVALUATION OF SOVIET COMBAT INTELLICENCE AND RECONNA|ISSANCE

Attemptina to arrive at a coaqent evaluation of Soviet combat
Intellligence and reconnalssance solcly on the “asts of orenly
publishad Russian lanquago socurces can qulckly bocome an excrclise
in frustration, For Soviet textbooks on tactics and articles
which dlscuss reconnalssanco doctrine reveal l1ttle that can
be regercded as critical and are, In tho final analysls, mercly
words whlch may not correspond to actual practlice. The hooks
and articles writtaon to explain the lessons learnod from the
Second World War may mislaad a foroign observer from tho current
status of Soviot combat Intellliqgence and recennalssance. Even
descriptions cf roecent tralnino exercises may misrepresont the
actual performance capobilities of Soviet tactlcal reconnaissance,
However, It Is possible In the opinion of this writer, to gain
some Inslghts Into doctrinal strengths and weaknesscs and to
provide scme general, athelt tentatlive, assessments of Soviot
combat Intelligence en? recennaissanco,

With rospect to the six principles of combat Intalligence
cdescribtad above, I+ can be stated that Scviet dectrine furnishes
valid and useful guidance to commandaers, staffs and reconnaissance
units., Tho principloes ars not only slimilar to theose Included
In U.S. doctrine but prortably have universal appllicabitity in
tho fleld of Intelllconces |t Is particularly Intercstine to
note the stress whlch has been placed on tha principlos of
aagrasslvoness and contlinulty, That emphasic may be an attompt
to ovarcomo deficleonclias of Soviat reconnalssance unlts
operating against the Germans durinc thu Secend World Ware In
a U.S. Army study, whlich was based on Gorman commancors!
asscssmnonts o Russian methods, Sovliet rocennalssance was
dascrihed as holna "veory hesltant, gropina and cautious™ and

activity was "not especlally lnfansa."36

Articles, which describe
recently comploted fleld trainina exarclises, indlcate thov
roconnalssance cperaticns aro currently belne con“ucted both

contlinuously and aqqaresslivaely,
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Articles which hrve beoen puhlishod In the recent past also
reveal that Soviet doctrinc piaces heavy emphasis on patrollina
as a primary method of collscting Intellicence Infermation.
Patrolling activity, both fecot and motorized, conducted by . s
Soviet reconnaissance units cdurlng the Second World~War was In
gencral consldered to be geod by opposing German commanders,
Soviet unlts took nroper actlon In adverse situations and
skillfully adapted themsclves to the prevalling condl?lnns.37
Descriptlons of recent trainina exerclses Indicate that patrols,
especially metcorized, still play a prominent part in the
gathecring cf information by Soviet reccnnalssance units,

Another aspect of combat intelliaence and reconnalssance
which appears to concern Soviet mititary writers Is the role
commanders occupy in the inltlal stages of the process.
Commanders, acccrdina to Scviet doctrine, must envislien the
course that an on=-gclng battle will take In order tc foresece
the Inteclfigence that wlll be required to accemplish the mission,
Once this Is accompllished the intellioence collcecction effort
can be organized an? depicyed beforehand. Although thls certainly
appeai's to be good doctrine, the means for its practiceal
application are not discussed, Nor are there any sucgestions as
tc how commanders can develen the ail=important ahility to
foresece the ccurse of battie. Perhaps by emphasizing commanders!
responsilhiliiles with regaerd to combat Intellicence and
reconnalssance, Soviet military writers are resgondine te
deficiencies which became appesrent durina the Winter War against
Finland, Intelligence at the ocuthreak of that war, accerdine
to Maizolm Mackintosh, was "below standard" both on the battle-
field and at the general staff levol.38 However, a doctrine
which merely assigns respcensitilities wlthout previding a means
for thelr fulfillment h2s an chvious weakness.

Another possiblc weak point in tho functionlnag of tho combat
Intelllgence process may ho caused by the Scviet nenchary for
strict securtty measures +o prevent unzuthorized dlscinsure of

sensitive Information, Although !t would be difflicult to estimata
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the adverse effects of over=protection durina actual combat,
sacurlty measurcs cculd cortalaly delav the processing and severely
Iimit the distribut!on of Intellioence Information collected by
senslitlive means, Sovict military writers alsc appear to have
an abnormal fear of belng decelved or provoked by the enemy,
This fear may lead to the rejectlon of accurate Information about
the enemy or the combat situation merely bocausc It has not
been confirmed bty other sources. The Soviot emphasis on provan
reffabitity, while normally admirable, may result In unncceszz 'y .
time consuming, and redundant employment of rosources attempti-
to gain conflirmation of previously gathered data.
v s apparcnt that Soviet doctrine on tactical reconnais:
and comtat Intelliaence Is rather solidly founded on the
exparlence galned from combat operations of the Second World
War, As was noted previously, that war resresents the most
recent comprechenslive comhat experience that Is avaliable to
Soviet taactlcians and writers., Certainly, fto ignore the lgssoans
of that war would be to Invite repetition of the same or
similar mistakes In a futurc war, Perhaps, for this reascn,
severai books have recently bean published which prosent
excel lent analyses of a wide varlety of reconnaissance opcrat o-s
conducted during the Second World War =- both successful and
unsuccessful.39
Howeover, It can be argued that the lessons of the Second
World Wer, at least to the extent and In the manner emphasized
by Soviet writers, are cf questionable value In tho contecmporary
military situation. For technological lnnovations Introducaed
since 1245 have necessarily diminished the anplicabllity of
previcus combat experiencc. In the first place, the possihillty
that tactical nuclear wcapons will bo employed on the battlefield
has required signiflicant alteration of tactical doctrine used
during the Second! World War, Sccond, the lIncrcascd mebility
of forces on the battiefleld has alsc roquired a change In the
tactics of land warfarc., And 1f hallicopters are to be e¢mployed as
extonslively by both combatants as they wero by the UsS. Army in
Vietnam, tho change broucht abrut hy rapid mobility will be cven
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more drastlc. The third rersen Is that technolegy has vastly
Imprcved the quality and quantity or machanical, elcctronic, 1
and other aids for +ho collectlon o7 intalllqence Information
sincec 1945, Thus technclooy has brought substantial change teo
tactical doctrines which were applicable durina the Second Vorld
War,

Although Sovict tacticlians qgenerally acknowledge the
Importance of these technologlcal advances, they have nct, In {
the view of this writer, adjusted their doctrinal concents of |
comba* Intclligence tc the era of modern technology. They appoear, |
at lacst from the open press, to bhe primarily concerned wlth
tactical reccnnalissance units on the greound and with Improving
the performance of thase units while operating In an environmcnt
similar to thet of the Sccond World War, As a raesult of this
interest, [t is reascnable tc conclude that Soviet comhat
inteilliacencs and recennaissance Is well prepared, at least
doctrinally, for opcrations of the kind exccuted durinn the
Second World War, However, Soviet writers appcar to be Ignorian
the mora technically advanced, systems for collecting Intelliosnce
Inforwation. For instance, little attention Is alven to the
empioyment, or even o the exlistence, of aerial platforms
equlipped with visual, optlc2l, electronic, and other sensory
dovicese

While 't is difficult to judge The extent of Soviet techno-
logical acvances In the flold of reconnaissance from thc open
press, It Is certain that technical mecans of roconnalissance will

play a substantially greater role In a futurc war than thoy

did In tho Second World War. |Intelligence opearations, to he
fully offective on thae modern battlofield, roquire sconhisticate
equipment for the collecticn, transmissinn, and processing of
Infermatlons Although such ocaqulipment Is not describcd In open -

Soviet sourcss, It shauld not bte construed from the 'cck of

ovidonce that the Soviet Ground Forces have not ohtaircd
sophistlcated aquipment, or that reconnnalssance unlts are not

utilizing the equipment cduring the cenduct of thelr trainine,




I+ can only bo concluded that Soviet writers do not dlscuss
technically advancocd equipment and the Aoctrine for Its employ-

ment in tho opon press.
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