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Solar Radiation.”

This study was performed by the Energy and Habitability Division
(EH) , U.S. Army Construction Engineering Research Laboratory (CERL).
Mr. R. G. Donaghy is Chief of EH. Dr. R. Dinnat of CERL was the project
manager.

Appreciation is expressed to Dr. David Joncich of CERL for his as-
sistance in i ntegrating this study ’s equipment with equipment contained
in CERL ’s solar test facility.
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I

INVESTIGAT I ON OF THE INTERRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
DIRECT , DIFFUSE , AND TOTAL SOLAR RADIATION

1 INTRODUCTION J
Bac kground

Solar rad i ation is commonly measured by its total intensity on a
horizontal surface. Studies of solar heat gain in buildings and the
performance of solar col l ectors require information about total radi-
ation i ntensities on tilted surfaces. Horizontal rad i ation is trans-
formed to tilted surface radiation by decomposing the total horizontal
radiation into its direct and diffuse components and then recombining
them in proper proportions. Direct radiation intensity on a surface is
given by the direct intensity normal to the sun ’s rays times the cosine
of the angle of incidence of the sun ’s rays on the surface. Diffuse
radiation intensity on a surface is given by horizontal diffuse in-
tensity times the rad i ation view factor between the surface and the sky.

When this study was begun , the only available algorithm for coin-
put i ng diffuse and beam radiation from the total horizontal radiation
was based on daily total s of the three components listed above. Se~ieralcomputer simula tions were in use or be ing devel oped wh ich computed
hourly building loads or solar performance. These programs required
hourly values of beam and diffuse radiation , and on ly hourly hor izontal
radiation values were availabl e. It was not known how accurately the
daily algorithm was for computing hourly diffuse and beam radiation .

Objective

The objective of this research was to determine a simple cor-
relation between total radiation on a horizontal surface and its direct
and diffuse components.

Approach

Using two solar pyranometers, researchers measured total and dif-
fuse radiation on a horizontal surface. Data collected during different
seasons showed the effects of daily and seasonal changes in the sun ’s
position and of seasonal weather changes. These data were recorded by
an automatic digital system which created data tapes suitable for com-
puter analysis. Several regression algorithms were used to find which
one would best describe the measured data.
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Organization of Report

Chapter 2 describes the equipment and the procedure used to measure
the horizontal and diffuse radiation. Chapter 3 presents the results in
terms of the data poi nts measured and the calculated correlation . Chap-
ter 4 analyzes the results by comparing the correlation to published
correlations. Chapter 5 gives conclusions and recommendat i ons.
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2 EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE

Equipment and Its Use

Instrumentation for this project was incorporated into instrume n-
tation that was already being used in the existing solar test facility.
The solar facility had one pyranometer for measuri ng total radiation on
a hor izontal surface , as well as a system for automatically recording
signals from sensors pl aced throughout the building. A second pyr-
anometer and a shadow band were purchased to measure the diffuse radi-
ation on a horizontal surface by the shadow band blocking the beam radi-
ation. The band was oriented so that it was between the sun and the
pyranometer as the sun moved across the sky during the day. The posi-
tion of the shadow band was adjusted every few days by moving the shadow
band until the pyranometer was centered in its shadow. These adjust-
ments were made to account for the changes in solar position between
summer an d wi nter.

A mounting pl atform was installed at the peak of the solar facility
next to the original pyranometer. This location provided a clear view
to the horizon in all directions. The new pyranometer was connected to
the solar facility data recording system.

The pyranometers were calibrated ; the new pyranometer was the stan-
dard , si nce its calibration was at least 2 years more recent than that
of the old one. The voltage signals from each pyranometer are fed
through ampl ifiers to the solar facility ’s data—recording equipment.
This equipment integrates and records these signals and 38 other signals
every hour. Each data cassette holds approximately 1 week ’s data.
Because of l imited access to the transfer facilities , several cassettes
were accumul ated before their data were transferred to a l arge tape.
This tape was then transferred to a computer facility.

Procedure

A program was written to compute the solar position and the value
of the sol ar constan t ( intens i ty of the sun ’s direct radiation outside
the earth’ s atmosphere) for any hour of any day of the year. These
val ues were combined with the measured horizontal and diffuse radiation
values onto a singl e data file. This file contained all the data neces-
sary to analyze and eval uate an estimating al gorithm. Another program
was written that would use plotting routines to generate simple pl ots of
the data poi nts. Other programs were written that would do regressions
against different algorithm types to determine the best one to use.
Several simpl e polynomial forms were tried, because polynomials are easy
to impl ement in simulation programs. .
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3 RESULTS

The data-gathering technique twice allowed errors to go unnoticed ;
this resulted in the loss of several months ’ data. First , an inter—
mitter - amplifier failure was not observed until September 1977, and
there was no spare amplifier available. Return to the manufacturer ,
repair , and reinst allation took until the end of January 1978. Second ,
an error in the setting of thi~ cassette recording speed during April de-
stroyed the next 3 months ’ data.

• Experimental results are presented in terms of the fol l owing quan-
tities:

Z = the angl e between the sun and the zenith

H = the total radiation measured on a horizontal surface

B = the direct (beam) radiation measured normal to the
d i recti on of the sun ’s rays

0 = the diffuse radiation measured on a horizontal surface

BO = the theoretical beam radiation on a surface outside the
earth’s atmosphere

HO = the theoretical radiation on a horizontal curface outside
the earth’s atmosp here

These values ar e rel ated by the ex press ions

H = B * cos(Z) + D [Eq 1]

and

HO = BO * cos(Z). [Eq 2]

F igures 1 throu gh 4 show the ex per imen tal data, giving the ratio
B/BO pl otted as a function of H/HO. Figure 1 is for the period from
February 1 through March 5, while Figure 2 is for March 6 through April
6. Figure 3 is for August 3 through August 25, and Fi gure 4 comb ines
the data from Figures 1 through 3.

Attempts to fit the data with a simple polynomial (of the form Y
= A° + A 1X + A2X 2 + A3X3 +. . .)  d id not produce sa ti sfactory resul ts. A
simp ’e fit was made by computing the average value of B/BO for each 10
percent increment of H/HO. Table 1 provides the val ues found by this
fit. Curves created by interpol ation between these val ues are shown in
Figures 1 through 4.

10
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Table 1

Direct to Horizontal Correlations

H/HO B/BO for days (Julian dates)
32 - 64 65 - 96 215 - 237 Total

.05 .002 .002

.15 .014 .004 .006 .005

.25 .018 .010 .027 .017

.35 .056 .070 .057 .061

.45 .071 .125 .133 .100

.55 .170 .257 .287 .244

.65 .330 .440 .423 .403

.75 .533 .614 .589 .578

.85 .639 .744 .680 .656

.95 .739 .739
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LI ANALY SIS

Comparisons

Several current computer simulations use a correlation which has
been presented in equation form in the TRNSYS sol ar simulation
program. The correl ation , whi ch i s based on wor k by L i u and Jor dan ,2
is predicted on daily values of horizontal and diffuse radiation and is
expressed as a third-order polynomial . Several other radiation cor-
rela ti ons have been deve l oped recen tly. One was used in a recent com-
parison of several sol ar system simulation programs.3 Historical hourly
data from many sites were used. The relationship between direct and
horizontal radiation is expressed by a simpl e linear function. A third
method was developed for the National Climatic Center as part of an
effort to produce standard weather data tapes called SOLMET tapes.’
This method collected data from more than 20,000 points , us i ng care ful ly
calibrated instruments at four locations in the United States having
very different climates. The SOLMET correlation uses the averaging pro—

• cess for every 10 percent increment of H/HO.

Figure 5 shows three correl ations and the correl ation obtained
during this study. This study is in best agreement with the SOLMET cor-
relation , but it generally predicts less beam radiation. Figure 6 com-
pares the correlations for the time periods shown in Figures 1 through 3
to SOLMET. This illustration shows good agreement among the March ,
August , and SOLMET data. The February curve is significantly l ower and
shows some values 0f H/HO which are much higher than the normal range.
Figures 1 through 3 show a small problem with the averaging algorithm in
the .80 to .90 H/HO increment. The data points are not evenly spread
across the en ti re ran ge, occurring mostly at the low end. This causes
the val ue of B/BO to be too low in this range. The SOLMET correl ation
shows an even l ower val ue in this increment , because it had relat i vel y
fewer data points above the .82 value . This effect is not critica l in
annual energy analysis because of the small number of hours for which it
applies.

1 TRNSYS — A Transient Simu l ation Program (Solar Energy Laboratory, Uni-
2 versfty of Wisconsin , March 1975).B. V . H. Liu and R. C. Jordan, “The Interrelationship and Character-

istic Distribution of Direct, Di ffuse , and Total Solar Radiation ,”
Sol ar Energy, Vol 4 (1960), pp 1—19.
A Test Problem and Solutions for Solar Heating and Cooling Computer
Simul ation Programs, Draft (U.S. Department of Energy, 1978).
C. M. Randall and M. E. Wh itson , Jr. , Hourly Insolation and Mete-
orological Data Bases Including Improved Direct Inso l ation Esti-
mates, Aerospace Report AIR-lB (7592)-i (The Aerospace Corporation ,
1977).
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Time of Day Fac tors

Figures 7 and 8 show Augus t radia ti on data separ ated by morn i ng an d
-afternoon observations. The H/HO ratio is typically higher in the morn-
ing, which is caused by a common summer weather condition in Illinois.
Mornings start clear , but small cumulus clouds then form and grow
larger in size and number throughout the day. This pattern does not
occur in March and is not observed in the data. This condition can be
significant for sumer applications of beam solar radiation and will
affect the orientation of the solar col lector.

Sources of Error

The severe weather in February affected the data quality. Long pe-
riods of cloudy weather prevented proper alignment of the shadow band
for subsequent clear days, espec ially on weekends when no one was
present to adjust the band as soon as its shadow could be seen. Occa-
sionally, the snow made it too hazardous for researchers to adjust the
shadow band on the roof.

The shadow band weathered unexpectedly, becoming somewhat reflec-
tive instead of retaining its original flat black color. As a result,
it now reflects radiation from the ground , especial ly from snow, bac k
onto the diffuse measuring pyranometer.
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5 CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclus ions

1. Insufficient data were collected to establish a definitive cor-
relation between total radiation on a horizontal surface and its direct
and diffuse components.

2. The close agreement between the correlation developed in this
study and the SOLMET correlation indicates that the former should be
sufficiently accurate for general use in obtaining information about• radiation intensities on tilted surfaces.

Recommendation s

The SOLMET correlation should be inc l uded in solar simulation pro—
grams.
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