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INTRODUCT ION

This volume consists of two parts: the Function Catalpg for

Mandarin ChInese . and the Instructor Rolebook fi.r Mandarin Chinese.

FUNCTION CATALOG

The Function Cata l og is a collection of con~non Chinese phrases .

sentences and structures used to express each function within the six Function

categories . A l l  of the elements presented here were suggested , reviewed and

revised and judged to be in frequent use by native speakers of Chinese .

The Function Catalog is acMiittedly i ncomplete -- it does not pre-

tend to be an exhaustive list of every possible way to accomplish each

function . Instead , it presents a range of expressions/structures in conrnon

use. It provides an adequate sample of the language from which the language

requirement for the typical military job position would be drawn .

It should be noted that the funct t on catalog for a language is

intended as a resource for developers of instruction rather than as a

teaching tool i tself. Most functions are presented wi th several alternative

modes of expression. The developer would choose from these in creating

courses and materials; they would not themselves constitute a body of material

to be learned in any particular course.

The user of the function catalog should note that most of the

elements are presented in an abbreviated form -- a structura l string . The

strings allow greater flexibility of expression since an almost infinite

niinber of different utterances can be generated from a single string . This 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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flexibili ty is essential to the power of the catalog but it can also lead to

the generation of utterances that fit the string but are inappropriate for

the function. The user is therefore cautioned to be sure that any utterance

developed for use in testing and/or training is gramatically correct ,

accomplishes the function , and uses appropriate vocabulary .

The following key will assist the reader in the interpretation of

the symbolic shorthand used in the catalog :

ADJ = adjective

ADV = adverb
DEMONS ADJ = demonstrative adjective
DEMONS PRO = demonstrative pronoun
EX = example sentence(s)
NP = noun phrase , including coninon nouns , proper nouns and

pronouns , and their dependent structures
POSS = possess iv e
S = sen tence
VP = verb phrase , a conjugated form of a verb plus its

dependent structures

f ~ = pick any out of these; one (and only one) i tem listed
I ) in the brackets must be included

( )  = optional; the i tem(s) listed may be included or excluded
from an utterance ~0~

0 = null set; no additional utterance 
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THE INSTRUCTOR ROLEBOOK

The Rolebooks for a given language provide information relating to

the social dimensions of that l anguage. They indicate differences in the

style, tone, and formality of the language used in different job situations.
It is an assumption of the system that in any conversational exchange in the

target language the jobholder ’s l anguage behav ior can be ass igned to one of

the technical roles presented here. The jobholder ’s choice of structures and

vocabulary items will reflect the difference In roles.

The Instructor Rolebook which follows includes utterances that could

be used by a military person acting in the professional role of an instructor.

The reader should note that “Polite ” utterances represent the most pol i te way

of expressing a function (not the only polite way), and that “Brusque”

utterances are more abrupt or informal rather than rude. All of the utterances

S 
in any category are appropriate means of expression for the military jobholder

who wishes to do his/her job “without insult” to speakers of Mandarin Chinese. 
4

The developer uses the rolebooks to establish the style and tone of

the language to be incorporated into target language instruction after the

S 
appropriate functions and functional elements have been selected from the

Function Catalog . 
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