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THE 42nd DIVISION BEFC’RE L~~ )R ES-.ET—ST. GEORGES

The present stu dy covers briefly the histor y of the 42nd Division in

World War I, with some attention g iven its ordeal in th. battle at the Oircq,

for th. lessons learned there bifc re desc r ib ing in detail the action of the

division in th. A rgonne offensive. The lesson s of the O.arcq were said to hav e

• been fully applied in the St. Uthi el carpaigo, but no such cla im was tr.xde for

the Argonns battle , sd~ere they w~
j ld have been more applicabl , and profitahi .

Both at the O.arcq and in the Argonne the enemy ’s machine pans and gas fire

took cIsar.ct.ristlc hi~ s toll , and .~ il. h. division learn d one way to avoid

extr~~ machine gon casualties — by stayi ng awa y fro. the enemy ’s gons — in

neither ca~~aign did it learn to cuunt.t enemy dstne ~ in or gas fir. with

gas of it. ~~~~~. C~~ly sthen its infantry had becos. exhausted and could no

longer attack wa s the artillery allowed to fix , the gas that mi~ it have saved

the s.n had it been used earlier .

In the Argonne offensive the 4~~d Division follawsd the way blazed by

the X’th and 1st Divisions before it. (
~ 26 S.pt~~~er, the .~ th Division 4n

its uuzpriae atta ck advanced a laoet ten ki lcs.tsrs in two days befor e co.~titer~.

attacking Ger~~n forces drove it beck to [sulny rid9e. There the 1st Division

rellaved the ngl,d ~~th on the ni~~t of 3) S~~te~~ez — 1 October , and over

the next ten days, at a cost of a1.s~st 9,000 casualties, advanced some six

kilosstars, to within th ree kilometers of the kr i~~~ilde Stellung, the last

ht~~1y fortified enemy position in the A~gO~z4.

— 1 —



‘The turning point came [on 9 October). ” said Group Argonn e, the

German corps on that front , “ wi th th. overrunning of Cornay, the capture

of Lichten.u,x hohe (Hil l 272 and the M.rienhohe (Hill 269]. ” These three

point s had been taken that day by the 82nd, 1st , and 32nd Divisions, respec-

tively, and with their fall the enemy disengaged during the night and wi thdrew

to the Kr i.mhilde position. 1

(
~ 12 October , with orders to break through the K.rieahilde position , the

42nd Division relieved 1st Division in its advanc e positions below Sosserance

and in the Bois de Rosagne. In the genera l advance two days later , the left

elements of V and III Corps (42nd and 5th Divisions) had the principal missions,

with the rest of the line supporting their attacks. The main attack forces

failed to make ~ sch hea~~~y, but the 32nd Division on the right of V Corps ,

in ‘s~ at was intended to be a holding and sopping up [action) actu ally made

the most i~~ortant prog ress ....as the hostile third position [ the K.ri.mhilde]

wa s passed at a vital point and. • .an opening for further advan ces was gainsd.” 2

*~it had happened was that corps and Army artillery hd  gassed a vital

point in th, enemy chain of defenses, the toen of Rosagoe, but unaware of its

opportunity and worn out by gas and exhaustion , V Corps made the breakthrough

1
Rpt , (‘~ Argonne to 

~~~~~ 
,

~~~ 10 Oct (5th Army ~
) Annexes, it~~~ 14 and 48,

in World ~~ R.cQ±di I lit Divip 2 on Gqrman Docum.nta, vol 4, MUP -Araonne,
30 Mar 193,3); ~~~~~~~~~~ *, 10 Oct (G.rwa~ Files Box 25, fo l I) .  Notes
Gersan Files Box wil l hereafte r be abbreviated 6Th.

2
Rpt of 1st Army, quot ed in U S .  ArSY ~rp th. Wo1~~ Par. 1917 — 1919, lx ,

Meu Aro onn. OUst Dlv , DA, iissk~ington, 1948) , p. 283.
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without being able to exr loit it.

This sbrdy descr ibe s the role of 42nd Division in that br.akthrou g~.

‘A certain amount of inst ructio n’

The 42nd (Rainbow) Div ision as organized on 1 Au gust 1917 and its conc~ n-

tration coepleted at C.~~ Mills, N w  York, an 13 September. 3 It. first

~~~~nder, a~ j . Gen. William A. Mann, was succeeded in mid-~~cember by ‘~ai.

Gin. Q~arles 1. Mancher, a classmat, of Pershing, soon afte r arr iv ing In Fran:.’.

The 8~~d ~~igsde of the Ra inbow , under & i~. Gin. 1~ cIiael J. lonthan

(r liev.d in October 1918 by Brig. Gin. Henry J. Reilly), c~~~rised the 165t h

and 166th Infantry; the 84th Brig.de, under Brig. Gin. Bobart A. ~~osrn (rel ieved

in ~sgast 1918 by Brig. Gin. Douglas MacArtisir), coepr ised the 167th and 168th

Infantry . The 67th Field Artiflery Br igade, mmd. up of the 149th, l~ )th , and

151st FA, trsin.d undez Brig. Gin. 3iulas P. ~amasral1 (.ucceed.d by Brig.

Gin. O~ar1ss H. * kirwtzy on snivsl overseas, and in JUly 1918 by Brig. Gin.

O.oz.g. G. atley). Three ~~thine gun bstt.lions, the 117th ~~gin.ers, a sigr~l

battalion, a cavalry troop (that saw little action), and sanitary, supply, and

a a nitton trains co~~let.d the or~~nixatton of th. famed 42nd.

Th. division, with its will-publicized Fighting 69th Regiment of Nsa Yor k

(the 165th Infantry) , thaplathed by Father Francis P. L~iffy, was an organiza 4ion

3 -

Organization f ile in 42nd Div Box 3, 136

— 3 —
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of celebrities. It included Capt . Joseph M. Patterson , vice -president

of the Chicago Tribune ; Pvt . Charles 0. MacArthur , a Tribun, reporterl

Sgt. Joyce Kh mer , of Headquarters Company ; Col. William .J. Donovan ,

later better known as ‘Wild Bill ’ Donovan , 165th Infantry co~n~and.r ; and

Brig. Gin. Douglas MacArthur, v~hO came over as chief of Staff , took over

the 84th Brigade in early August, and became the division cOnrnander on

410 November when Menoher was mad, VI Corps coama nder .

In October 191? the 42nd Di%.ision sail ed for Franc. , having been preced ed

by the lit, 26th, and 2nd DivisIons , These latter divisions comprised Liggett ’s

I Corps, and it was intend ed to make the 42nd the replacement and training unit

fOr the corps. ~~t the ilv isl on , made up of Natio na l Gaa rd units from 26 states ,

had received tremendous pb licity at home ; Genera l Ma nn, its cossander at the

time , was an active polit ician in the States , its Fighting 69th came from a

section of Nei’ York hostil , to the President; and the division had many friend s

throughou t the country likel y to resent bitterly a replacement status. The

4
For notes on these celebrities , see Brig Gin H. .3. Re ill y, ~~ gjçanj~~ll .

11~e Re1nbo~ as_ax. ç)fjiciai H~storv of the 42nd Rainbow Diviilon in~~~
~~~id Mar (Columbus , ~~i , 1 36), pp. ~l , 209, 399, 524, and passim .

Almost half of this 888-pa ge book is made up of quotations from books,
letters , and diarie s of 42nd Div personnel not found in archiva l records, many
of them gratuitousl y edited in the peculiar English of Gin. Reilly . Gas references
are meager in this volume , hereafter cited as History, and gas casualties are in—
v ar iably concea led under wounded.

Also ~onsulted for this stud y were R . N. Ch.seldine , ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ the j~a1nb~w(166th lnf J (Columbus , 1924); W. H. Aierin,, ftlabama!s Own in Frj~ç~ I 167th
In~) (New Yor~~, 1919); J . H. Taber, The Sto ry ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 2 vo ls
( lows city, 1925).

— 4 —

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ 
- . ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -~~~-~~~ - - -~~~~~~~~~ 

_______________

—
— 

— 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ — —..~ —-— s_. - -~~~ a--- ...—--- —-— - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

42nd tr.s reluctintly desi~natci a .cr~~at unit.5

In early December , still uncertain of its statu s and stripped of all

suip lus equipment in ord*r to supply the 2nd and 26th Divisions , the 42nd

crossed France to the AEP training aria near Tc,ul. There, 2nd Lt. O~azles

H. Gorrill (later Captain) was appointed Division Gas Officer and four recent

officer gra~âaates of British gas schools arrived to begin the gas training of

the division. &at neither gas masks, nor pistols, steel helmets, or machire

guns were issued until a lmost three months later, in February. After a little

more than tao months at ?oul , the division intratned on 14 February for the

trenches in the Lun4vil1.-~~ccarst a rea in Lorraine (~~p No. l).6

The troops had just been issued their masks, they had had “a certain

amount of (gas] instruction,” and “about X~ percent” had been through the gas

chamber. Without masks or author ity , Lt. Gorrill’s training efforts had been

içbill work, and he had found it necessa ry te f irst create interest and fiMlly

to sell gas define, methods to officers and men alike...by no means an easy ta~k

prior to (the first encounter with) offensiv, gas. ”7 The encounter was not long

5
I~A in the ,~~~~~ III , trsintho. pp. 665 — 670; History, pp. 97 ff.

6
Lt~, 04n..C to U; I Corps, 12 Feb, and at thd correop (42nd Div Box 17,

• 41.5); Ltr, lst Lt C. N. Neff DOD 42nd Div to C~~~ , ~~ Jan 19l9, subs Rpt
as par Clrc Ltr 89 (~~F — 4~~ Dlv); History , p. 517.

7
Gorrill, ~~t on the Work of the ~~ in the 4~~ Dlv , 25 Nov (42nd Div

Box 97, fol 470); G —  1 Memo S!, 42nd Dlv, 22 Feb (42nd Div Box !, 10.2).
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coMng.

Within a week after arriva l for training In trench ‘arfar. with the

VII French Corps, an enemy projector attack fell on a sec tor occupied by a

sz.ll unit of the 42nd. An estimated 7~0 phosgene drums resulted in 3~
ca sualties , six of the. fatal, but aside from some te~~orary confusion,

the at tack caus.d no great concern. Casualties among the French holding

the greater part of the sector were not reported. Scattered gas shells

over th . nex t e.v.ral weeks accounted for an addit lonel 44 gas casualties,

most of them in the artillery. After one sh .lling , it wa s found that none

of four artillery casualties resulting nad had any gas training shativer,

and the Division Surgeon wa rned that “ This if not correct ed will ev.nthally

lead to disa strou s results. ’8

The predicted disa ster occurred on the evening of ~
) *rds shin an esti-

mated 400 sustard gas shells and 7,000 HE and shrapnel shells deluged a s.o.

tor ocaç iad by C~~ .ny K , 165th Infantry, and its mçport ing machine gun

unit. The attack wa s thought to be in retaliation for a gas and shrapnel

preparation prior to a jo int Frenco-Amerkan raid carried out earlier that

evening , but it is also possth le that it was part of the German camouflage

for the first of its great offensiv e, that epring, up on the British front.9

8
SO! 4, 14, 42nd Dlv, 24-25 Fab, 6 — 7 for (42nd Div Box 4 , 3).!); It: - ,

R00 151st FA to U) 151st VA , 14 for, subs Gos Cisualties (GAP — 4~n~ iv-t ..t;,
1st Lt Coghian C to Dlv Surg, 9 for , wbi Gas Casualties, and 1st I.. , 1~ .r ,
to U; 42nd Div (42nd Dlv Box 97, fol 470).

9
S0I~~~, 4 d D i v ,3 ) — 2 l for;~~ jA jfl the pM, IIl,700.
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Father Daffy of the l6~th said the bombar~~ent bega n in the la t e af ter-

noon , a bout 1730 , and 1.~t,d fox three hours.

The men were prompt in putting on their Tlssks as soon as the presence of gas

~-as recognized , but it as found impossible to keep the~n on in efinitely and
at the s-awe time keep up the defense of the sector . It ha~1 been raining heavily
the nigh t before, and there -as no breeze .hatever . In~ediate1y aft er the b :-.-
ba rdment , the entire company area reeked nith th. odor of mustard gas and this
condition lasted for severa l dayse

(Since eva cuation was not considered ,) by about midnight some of the men were
sick as a result of the gas, and as the night wore on, one after another they
bega n to feel its effects on their eyes, to cry, and gra dual ly go blind, so
that by dawn a considerable number fr-ow the f ront line had been led all the
‘cy back and were sitting by the Lun~vi1Ie road...waiting their turn at an
ambulance....

Not a wan lost his h.ad ...and not a man left for the hospital until he was
stone blind, Or ord.red to go by an off ic er ....Ot h.rs stuck it out for so
long that it was finally necessary to carry them on stretchers to the dr.s-
sing station; and this although all had been Instructed that mustard gas was
one of th, mos t d~~dly gases and that it caused blindness wf~ich last ed for
months and was In many cases permanent .

By ten o ’clock in the morning fully t w o-th ird s of the co mpany had been blinded .

The consoling feature ’ of the gas attack , as Father 1)iffy said, was the

stoicis , of the remains of th, gassed company as it left the trenches that

afternoon , to be replaced by Company N.1°

Gorrill. the Division Gss Officer, report ed two separate atta cks, on the

afternoons of 20 and 21 forch . In the first, approx imately 250 mustard gas

shells mi*ed with an equa l number of HE shells made direct hits on the Company

K trenches and dugouts. Ca~ man died and 270 became casualties -- more than

a ca sualty per shell -- when the men delayed in masking or removed their masks

10
History, pp. 162 - 63, quoted f rom father tsuff y ’s StOrY (Nes York , 1919),

pp. 75 — 76.
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almost at once on the advic e of the Frenct sergeants -~.it~- them who thought

the agent was tse r gas . Neither of f i cers nor ,~en, said Ocr-n h , realized

the dangerous persistency of mustard gas , particularly under conditions of

hi -1h humidity, and no effor t  was mad, to evacuate the area .

The next day a repea t bombardment with an estimated 1,500 to 4 ,000 shells ,

four-fifths of them mustard gas, f e l l  in the saw, trenches , but as the troops

were then on their way out of the sector , their - tou r of trench training over,

only 20 men were said to have been gassed . How many of the incoming French

became ca sualties , Gorrill did not say .U

The total of 291 gas ca sualties reported by Gorxill is contradicted by

Lt. Col. H. L. Gilchrist , Medical Director of the Gas Service , who reported

observing 542 casualties (417 from the 165th Infantry alone) at base hospitals

later that week, most of them with burns of the face and neck and severe damage

to the respiratory tract as a reSult of premature remova l of their mssk,)~
2

Gi lch rtst ’s total is more likel y since it is known that at least 180 of those

11
Lt r , DOO to C CWS, 24 Jan 1919 , sub s Rpt on ca ses of abnor mally high gas

casualties , per Circ Ur 84 (GA F — 42nd Div); Spencer, flistory of Ges Attacks
upon the A.E.F. in the ~~rld fo r , III , 404 — 8. No German records of the se
attacks have been found.

Ltr , DOO 42nd Div to C Gas Serv , 23 Mar , subs Gas atk ; Ltr , DOO to COO
I Corpe, 24 Mar , subs Rpt of Gas Atk f Ltr , DOD to _~~~~~ I Corps, 24 Mar, subs
Suppi info (GAF - 42nd Dlv ), said that details of the second atk were Inca.-
plete because of the relief.

12
Spencer, I I I , 409 — 15, quoted Gllchr ist ltr of 1 Apr . Div Sur9, Ca sualty

Rpt , fl Mar (42nd Div Box 2, 12.3), showed 442 gas cases up to noon , 22 Mar .

— 9 -
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gassed e~-e evacuated by the F~er~ r , probaUy urkno ,n to the : i- . l s i on  Gas

0:f ic~ : ~it the tiw,.13

iu .ing that four—~ ,ek trair’~tng p,nio~ in Lorra ine , 0 — 2 recOrded enemy

fire in the iivision sector totaling 77 ,252 HE shells an d fe-er than ~,O00

gas shelh , the latter figure In approxi ma te agreemen t with Division Gas

Officer estimates .14 The division history sa id tha t the raids made with their

French instructors , enemy retaliat ory raids, reprisa l fire, and gassing in the

period cost the division 95 killed and 798 wounded .15 Bot at least 6 deaths

and 610 of th , wound ed were casualties of enemy gas.

After this disastrou s experience with gas the division issued elaborate

Standing Orders on Defense Against Gas, with special att ention to mustard gas ,

and consIderable retraini ng in gas protiction was begun, including, in May,

ten hours per week for two weeks of carrying Out field maneuvers while masked.16

A medical o ff i cer of the division , who prepared severa l excell ent reports on

the medical handling of gas cases and the operation of the gas hospital , not

long after the March gas experience proposed the appointment of a Division

13
Ltr, CO P4 167 to Div Surg 42nd Div, 23 Mar, subs Americans treated at

French hospitals (Med Dept Box 3795).

14
Compiled from $011-  28, 42nd Dlv, 21 Fe b -21  Mar .

15
History, pp. 123 — 165, 174.

16
Standing Orders, 42nd Dlv , 18 ;pr (42nd Div Box 9, 32.13); Ltr , 000 42nd

Div to Gas Off icers ,  6 May, subs Gas Tng (Med Dept Box 3792 , fol 8).
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M.Jica l Ga~ Off icer in th, 4~ni , to train stedica l personnel in the medical

aspects of gas ?.3rfa re and to supervise the trea tment of gas casua lties . On

23 April , the officer - himsel:, 1st Lt. Jasper tY. Coghian , becam, th, first

DM00 In ttie AEF. 7

Over two months later the Chief Surgeon, AEF, i.as to reconxnersd that Divi-

sion Medical Gas Officers, with the same duties , be appointed in all division i.

His proposal was not acted on until September, by which time the increasingly

large nu’~ .ns of men going to the rear as alleged gas cases required establish-

ing a DM00 and a staff of medical gas COs in ~~ch unit, a lmost solely to

assist in recognizing gas cases and to separate real fro. alleged gas casualties.18

Idyll in Baccarat

On 22 March the 42nd Division withdrew fro. the Luneville - Baccarat sector

to return to the AEF training area . It was to carry out a series of special

tactical problems there , based on flew German breakthrough techniques demonstrated

17
Ltr, Coghlan to CofS 42nd Dlv, 18 Apr , subs Gas Personnel, and Inds;

Ltr , Coghian to Dlv Surg 42nd Dlv , 10 Mar, subs Gas Defense ; RPt on Gas
Hospital, ~7 Jun (all in Med Dept Box 3796, 470.6). Aptmt in Memo 148,
42nd Dlv, 23 Apr (42nd Div Box 10, 32.15). See also Div Sung Memos 118
(24 Apr), 129 (22 May), 134 (3 Jun), in M.d Dept Box 3795.

• 18
Ltr, Gilchri~t, Ch Sung AEF to Div Sung 42nd Dlv, 8 Jul, subs Aptat

of (M~)s; Ltr, Capt Guo. W. B nc rof t DM00 42nd Dlv to DOD 42nd Div, 3 Oct,
subs Orgn of Gas Medical Dept (Med Dept Box 3796, 470.6).
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at Capox.tto the previous NOvember.19 But the day before it lef t , the
Germans smashed through at the Sona~e, using those same breakthrough tactics ,

and within days were threatening to split the British and French armies on the

Master-n Front. Experienced and nested French divisiors then in quiet sectors
had to be sent to stop the German tide . The 42nd went beck into the trenches

at Baccarat.

In the following months , as more and more French divisions went north, -

a tot,1 of 13 American divisions were to get most of their training in France

on the Lorraine front , spending less and less t Ime in the great AEF training

areas that had been constructed for the.. As for the 42nd Division, on 29 — 31

March it was back in the line, taking over a 16—kilometer sector at Baccarat,
to r~~~in there for 82 days , until 21 June.~°

The Period was spent In conetructing defenses In depth, to counter the
new German tactics, carryIng out training problems in depth defense, and con-

— ducting raids preceded by great concentrations of fir, on the .n..y trenches
Opposite. Reprisal fire with 1,500 NE and 600 gas shells following the fir-st

19
00 9, 42nd Dlv, 19 Mar, and atchd I Corps problem (4~~ Dlv Box 7, 32.1);History, P. 177.

20
00 11, 42nd Dlv , 23 Mar; 00 13, 28 Mar ; History, pp. 192, 224.

__________ 
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rf
such raid, on 3 May, cost the artillery 11 tounded and 52 gassed.21 The

artiller y as again the target on 26 ?.~y vI~en 1,538 green cross (phosgene),
2,617 yellow cross (aastazd gas), and 41 blue cross (diphenylchloro srsine)

shells drenched five batteries. The division reported just 39 casualties,

oil relatively slight , but the Germans claimed that the batteries did not

fire for- five d ys thereafter.22

A projector attack against the 168th Infantry at Village Magre on 27 4y

F (:.~p No. 2) coincIded with another grist German offensive launched fran the
Chemin de, Dames, to the nortbesst , but may actually have been a periodic
shoot by one of the German pion.ej battalions that moved up and doen the Alsic.-

Lorraine front . Although mp1y warned by tell—tale sounds during th. preced-
ing week and by an Alsatian deserter that came into th, li nes on th. day of
the attack, the troops were caught asleep in their ravine dugouts by a crash
concentration of 963 phosgine bo~~s. Th. shoot, at 0100 hours, had been

preceded by a one—hour Jstard gas shelling of two battery positions and was
followed by an hour’s back barrage in th. ravine, to keep the troops in th. gas..

21
SOl 60 — 61, 1 — 4 May. Spencer, II I, 417, rpts five mostard gas attacks1 — 3 May with 34 casualties. History, pp. 193, 197 if.
Eight gas attacks between 18 Apr and 12 May, all against the arty, with

approx . 1,400 gas shells, causi ng 82 casu altIes, are rptd in Ltr , OG 42nd Divto CG VI Fr Corps, 25 ‘my, sub s Record of Gas ~~~ (42nd Div Box 1, 10.2).
22

Spencer, III , 419 — 20; Hsnslian , ‘Gasangriffe an der Awerlkanisch.nFront ,” pp. 120 — 21. 501 85, 26 — 27 May , estimated 4 ,375 gas shell s inthe atk.

The completen ess of gas protection provided artill ery at thi s timeappears in rpts in 42nd Div Box 36, 37.0, Box 38, 63.6.
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By the next after con 188 m~n from th:.. :crrçanies of 1~Sth Infantry

and 17 fr-ca the 150th FA had ~-een evacuated, most of them st ie;.ly gasz.d .

That night the count ~as 270 ga~s.d and 35 deaths .23 0 — 3 reç’orted 1 killed

and 6 b ounded by shrapnel, 236 gass~~ and 37 gas deaths as a result of the

projector attack • 24

Warned by 6 — 2 to expect a repeat attack on the night of the 29th, the

42nd Div ision planned to break it up with gas f jr-i the night before, but

“owing to the weather,” very little of the gas shill wis fired. It did not

keep th. enemy from answering , however, and 19 additional ~ s casua lties result.d.~~

Fully alerted on the 29th, the regiment at Village Magic was hit by the repeat

projector bombarde.nt as 643 phosgen. drs~*s and 125 HE drt s were launched

in successive firings, the RE bracketing the gas concentration.26

The Division Gas Officer said that as the men were standing-to in expecta-

tion of an enemy raid at the t ime , casualtie, were held to 50 gassed and 4 gas

23
Manslian, pp. 27 — 28; Spencer , Ill , -1 — 27. Capt Gorrill, the 42nd

DG0, estimated 600 phosgane and chlorine boabs, according to Spencer.

24
!X~ , 42nd Dlv, 26 — 28 May (42nd Div Box 13, 33.1). History, p. 207,

repor ted 37 kill ed and nearly “160 ~4~o had to be sent to hospitals.”
25

Opns 0 6, 67th FA Brig, 27 May (42nd Div Box 35, 36.12); Ltr , CG 67th
FA Brig to OG 42nd Dlv , 4 Jun, subs ~~ns of May 27 — 20 (42nd Div Box 36, 33.6).

2 6 .
ianslian, pp. 38 — 47. The DGO estimated 300 gas projectiles.
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deaths. 0 — 3 counted 323 gas casu alties , 9 gas deaths , and lb wounded in

the bonbar~~ent and subsequent raid, in addition to the gas and shell casualties

two diys earlier . Colonel Gilchx-ist of the Gas Service reported visiting between

300 to 340 gas cases af ter the two attacks , most of them, he said , sever, casual-

ties and 13 so bad “as to warrant a very gloomy prognosis.” Among the latter

were a ni.m~ber at first believed slig htly gassed who had walked to the aid

station and then suddenly col1apsed.’~
7 

But the 0 — 3 figures may be right ,

for a reg imenta l historian sa Id that two battalion, were so badly hurt by the

attacks that on 30 May th. reserve battalion had to take over the line.~~

G~ the early morning of 6 Jun., an estimated 3,000 to 4,000 shells includ-

ing a 1~rge amount of phosgene hit a section of the 166th Infantry lIne. C~.

.k~th and 43 gas casualties r esulted when some of the men becam, panicky while

-a ~ked. An enemy raid was expected at the time, the men could not see with

their m,sks on, and many ripped them of f, preferring to be gassed rather than

captured, said their gas officer.29

Th. last gas attack on the 42nd while at Baccarat covered the wh ole front

27
Ltr, Med Dir Gas Serv to C Gas Serv , 5 Jun, subs Proj atk on 42nd Div

(os~F - 42nd Dlv); Spencer, III , 429 — 33. History, pp. 206 — 7, rptd 76
“wounded” in the beabsr~~.nt and ra id.

26
John H. Taber, The Story of th i 168th Infantry ( Iowa City, 1925), 2 vo ls.,

1, 229 — 36.

29
Rpt on Gas Atk, 7 Jun (GA F — 42nd Div); Spencer , III, 438 — 40. Telg ,

D~ ) to C Def Div Gas Sexy , 8 Jun (OAF — 42nd Dlv ) , said the atk occurred in
the 117th Eng, not the 166th Inf.
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1

and rear of the sector as the Germans fired 16,200 blue , green, and yellow

cross sh.11s (dlpheny )chl oroars ine , phosgena , and mustard gas ), al l calibers .

This occurred on the night of 18 — 19 June whil e the 77th Divis ion w as com-

ing in to relieve the Rainbow . Captain Gorrill estima ted no more than 3,200

gas shells (mustard gas , dip hosgene, and chiorpicrin), mixed with 1,000 HE

shells, resultin g , he said, in 219 gas cases in the 42nd and just 4 in the

77th DivIsion.30 
~~t in the confu sion of th , relief , record s and report s

ware a~~itt mJ ly uncerta in and Incomplete. Medical Depsrtment records show

461 gas casua lties in Ji.ms In the 42nd DivisIon Infantry reg iments alone , 517

throughout th. division.31

In the period 1 April — 20 June at Baccarat, observed enemy fire accord-

ing to G — 2 daIly reports totaled approx imately 43,000 HE shells and 6,800

gas shells . Thi s artillery fire, together with the casualties of raids and

~~~1l arma fire, said th, division history, resulted In 105 killed and 971

wounded, refusing as usual to distingui sh the gassed from the wounded. The

G — 3 record of casualtIes between 11 May and 20 June totaled 29 kllled~ 128

wounded, and 889 gassed .32 Medical records show 63 kIlled, 277 wounded, and

Telg, D00 to C Def Div Gss Ssrv, 19 Jun (GAP — 4~~d Div)p Spencer, III ,
441-44; Henslian, pp. 122 — 23. N 0 G — 2 , G — 3 , or a,djcal rpts for the
77th Div have been found for this date, and Memo, DGO 77th Div to ~~ 77th Dlv,
23 .Isxs , sub’ Npt on Recent Gas Atk (GAP — 77th Dlv), repeats DOD 42nd Div data.

31
Med D.Dt of th. U.S. ArSY in ~~rld P r  J, XV, Statiatici, pp. 1052 — 53.

Hereafte, cited as Bad Dept Statistics.

32
501 30— 109,1 Ap r—2 O Jun; History, p. 225; D(*, 11 M a y —  2O Jun.

000 data in Spencer, III , pp. 416 — 44, show ei ght gas atks in the 82 — day

period with 13,410 gas shells causing 646 gas casua lties. 
-
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924 gassed in the dIvision in the three months.33

Despite the raids, th. hostile artille ry fire averaging 500 shells daily .

and the punishing gas attacks, the 42nd was to remember the months in the

Baccarat sector as an “ idyllic period” when the war often seemed wonderfully

remote for days at a ti.,. The long stay ended in the last weak of June as the

French called on the divi sion for a special assault task.34

The German Offensive of 15 July

Th, French Planned to use the 42nd DivisIon In a C.ntI~~y—like attack

against a slight German salient north of Chalons, but learning that the enemy

intended another of his offensives in that very area, the 42nd Division on

4 July was ordered instead to Naulin’s XXI Corps, Fourth French Army. to

strengthen the line. That day the division moved into s~çport positions be-

hind the 170th and 13th French Divisions (Map No. 3).~~

Th, 42nd was amply warned that the German prspsrstion for the attack

would consist largely of gas shells. There was little that could be done

33
I _ -  Statiat4ca, pp. 1042 — 43, 1046 — 47, 1052 — 53. Stat (

~ f ,
42nd Dlv, Acc~~ Casualty Rpts, 17 Feb — 26 Jun (42nd Div Box 2, 12.3), have
totals of 136 killed, 1,456 wounded, 1,157 gassed, 17 missing. Pox still
other figures, see 42nd Div Casualty Record to 15 June (42nd Div Box 97, 704).

34
History, p. 214; 00 40, 42nd Dlv, 16 Jun (42nd Div Box 7, 32.1).

35
00 45,42nd Dlv,3O Jtmp 00 47,4 3u1; History, p. 245. French docu-

snts In 42nd Div Box 13, 32.7, cover th. period 3 — 19 Jul.
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against non— persistent gas, but in anti ci pat ion of mustard ga s shelling

like that on the BrItish lines in Mar ch (t ,hen some 150,000 ys ll ov cross shills

deluged thr ee corps f ronts), the division set up special five — iran disinfect—

ing squads in each company and battery and began their intensive training.~~

The hour of th. German bombar~~ent was learned on the night of 14 July

..hen a five — man patrol f rom Gouraud’s Fourth Army sli pped through the en.nw

lines, surprised a group of storm troops moving into position, and fought their

way back ~Ith two prisoners. Ba sed on their Information , a bare half hour

before the German preparation was to begin, Fourth Army ordered all its long-

rang. guns and half its field guns to lay doen a counter — offens ive bombir d—

a,nt .~
7

The opening crash was heard in Paris, and the thunder of fir, increased

as Fi fth French Army artillery juln.d at midnight. C~ sch dul. at exactly ten

minutes af ter midnight, the roaring German guns ccmpletely dwarfed the

stu pendous French fire.” ~~t surprise had been lost , and the German preparation

was much less than had been planned owing to the difficulties of supplyi ng the

guns att r the destruction caused by the French fire.

C~ the front where the 4~~~~ Division waited in support , the German f ix .

~~~shed tx nches, blasted paths and roads, chirned up the r~ ins of villages

and far~~ou,es, and tor e up ~~~1l groves and woods as far back as Chalons,

36
0 — 1 M~~ 230, 42nd Dlv, 11 Jul (42nd Div Box 1, 10.2).

37
HIsto ry, pp. 253 - 54.
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20 miles to th. r ear. Caught out in the bo c ent , despite all claims of

readiness mad. by the division, -“ as a detail of 80 men from Company H, 165th

Infantry, sent out that night with picks and shovels to fill in a line of
trenches back of the front. The casu alties in the enti re company that day,

20 killed and 64 wounded, included most of the d.tachment.~~

In the officia l hi stor y of the 42nd Division , the only reference to gas
In its 60 — page account of that night are Colonel McCoy’s renark that the

sn~~y’s hs.vy arti llery f ire went over his 165th Infantry reserv e position

“like freight trains, and the gas shelling took place mostly in the lower

gro und along the Suipp .”i and a 168th Infantry historian ’s report that in the

1st Battalion position “th. f irst sh~~~ [of shells) drenched cert ain sections
with gas, so that man, i~ x.ded by their ma sks sod the darkness, had great

difficulty in getting quIckly unier cover, and a mmb.r were struck by shells.”39

It was the Division Gea Offic er ’s impression that “hundreds of thousands”
of shells fell In the b~~~ r~~~nt, “ a third of th.m...gas shills, chiefly green

and blue cross. A few yellow cross shells also fell , probably upon points not
intended for occupetlon by the G.rmsn troops.” 4°

History , p. (77.

39
History , pp. 266, 273; Joiw~ H. Teber, ma Story of the 168th Infantry.I, ~~2, J94.

40
R~t on Ge. Atk! 19 Jul ; Ltr , Gorril l DGO to C OIS, 27 Jan 1919, stthsDetails of gas atk (GAP — 42nd Div h Spencer , III , 445 — 46.
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The bomb~arh.ent ~as at its height ~~~ at 0417 r.~1 ro~kets sent up

from th~ outposts signaled the start of the Germa n assault. none of the

20 or more men in the outpost detacheent of Company I , 166th ~fantry, ~as

heard of until after the arm istice , wh en several ~.bo had been captured

returned 41 The attacking Germans, overruning the outposts, advanc.i over

a mile and a half of empty trenches before reaching the first French and

~tmexican line of defense, wh ere massed machine guns broke up th, advancing
lines.

A capt ured map revealed that the enemy expected to reach ~uippes at
noon that day aid ChaIns by 0400 the next morning. But by 1100 on 15 July
the initi l impetus was spent in front of the French int.rmedlat. position.
In the lull , reserve battalions of the 165th and 168th Infantry we re brought
up to these forward position s , replacing the Frinch unite that had stopped
the attack.

A fter regrouping his fo rc .s and bringing up his light guns, the enemy
launched anothe, attack late that day, tried again after a four — hour
preparation at dan the next day , and made one last attempt on the after noon
of 16 July, some of the enemy in this attack meeting elements of the 3rd
Battalion, 166th Infantry. The enemy Pisd penetrated betw ,n 2fr and 4 kilometer~.
on the Chalons front, mo,t of It over previously evacuated ground, shin the
grand offensive came to a hi it.42

41 History, p. 281.

42
0 — 2 Bul of Info No. 3, 42nd Dlv, 17 Jul (42nd Dlv Box 4, 20.1);HIstory, pp. 257 — 58.
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Som, of the manewering of the enemy obser v ed during this advance,
and his apparent retreat in som, cases back to his origina l positions on

16 July were attributed to the fact that the French had filled their trenches
and dugouts on the original front with mustard gas before evacuating them,
and had contaminated large strips of ground beck of the first trenches.43

A l-most all of the 327 killed and 1,240 wounded in the division while
with the Fourth French Army, said the official history, occurred on 15 July,
principally as a result of the bombardasnt.44 This is quite possible, since

the only fighting reported by 0 - 2 at the t ime was on the night of the 15th
when a platoon of the 165th Infantry warded of t a ~~~1l force infiltrating it.
position. Th. division made no great claims of Germ,n killed and wounded, and
prisoners cam. to

Captain GorrIll , the Division Ges Officer, at firs t estimated 800 gas
casualties, pz.ss~~b1y included in the 1,240 “wounded,” ~s a result of the
b~~~~ iMer*t, and said there would have be.n m,ny more but for the exceptional

43
Mig, RIO 168th m t  to l~ 42nd Dlv, 0915, 16 Jul (42nd Div Box 33, 32.16);Nag, RIO 167th Inf to Hq 42nd Dlv , 1045, 16 Jul (42nd Dlv 80* 32, 32.16).

44
History, pp. 265, 302. Mig, Dlv $urg, 16 Jul (4~~~ Dlv Box 10, 32.16),rptd about 1200 casualties as of 0700, 16 Jul y “about 60 percent gas, aUght .”Cf. Ms9, ~~ 44 ~ Dlv to C-in-C, 15 Jul (

~ ig.).
45

G — 2 S i a - of event., 15— l6 Jul (42nd Dlv Bo* 4, 20.1); Nag, Hq 168tJ~Inf to Div Nq, 1057, 15 Jul (42nd Dlv BOx 10, 32.16). No 0 — 3 report for theperiod has been found.

— 3 —



I

cooperation of line and staff off icers during the daily drills and thsp.c—

tions the previous w,ek. Seventy—five percent of the gas casualties , he said,

were unavoidabl, owing to the accompanying shell fire, the necessi ty of hold-

ing all positions, ani removing its~ks because of fatigue. Most of the other

cas ualties h, suspected were eithe r ealingerezs or light casualties that need

not have been evacuated.

In a postwar report, Gorrill r vised his total of 800, saying that he

had been confused by duplicate hospita l records , and act ual gas casualties

of the bowhir~~~nt, based on persoN~e1 records, approximated 350.~~ Official

Medical Department data for 15 — 16 July show that 242 were killed , 545 gassed ,

and 739 wounded in th, division.47 Other casualties of the b~~~ar~ .nt were

• the large n~aber of headquarters company men, wagoners, saddler., cooks , and

bandamen stopp 1 in flig ht at various places in the rear that morning, and

a lmost 400 additiona l men adaitte d to the division hospitals suffering from

hysteri a and shell shock .48

pith the threat of the off ens ive past , the 42nd Division on 19 July wa s

r.portedly making r.conn .issances and preparations fox a count.rattack ordered

46
D00 Rpt on Gis Atk , l9 Jul; Ltr , DGO t 0 C CWS , 2? Jars 1919 (GAF—42nd

Dlv).

47
Mid D.ot St.tiitic*, pp. 1058 — 59, 1104 — 5, 1134 — 35. Ltr, ~ 3 42nd Div

to C—in-C AU, 10 Feb 1919, sub s Casualties, 5 — 17 Jul (42nd Dlv Box 2, 12.3),
rptd 239 kIlled, 893 wounded, 350 gassed, 31 missing.

48
Nag, Div Msq Center rpt, 15 Jul (42nd Div Box 10, 32.16); Ltr , Div

Psychiatris t to Ch Consultant, N.uro-pgychi .try, AEF, 26 Dcc, subs Incidence
of War Neurosis (Med Dept Box 3798, fol 730).
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by General Goura~..1 when it rc~eived ir~tr~ ;tlor~s to assenbi e in the reax .~
9

Rilieved by the Fr.nch, the division entrained for the Chatea u Thi.rry

sector, to join I Corps irs the great courteroffens ive that had beers launched

again st the unsuccessful Geretan armies by the Ninth and Sixth Fr.n~h Armies

on the mornIng of 18 Jul y.

The 8~tt 1e at the CXzrcg

In five days the 42nd crossed the front , acquIred 4 ,151 replac ements,

and cam. up behind the 26th Division in th For.t de Fir..50 Th. Germans

had retired unmolested on the night of 23 — 24 July from their positi ons

near Epieds to an inter mediate line between Beuvardes—Croix Rouge Farm-la

Chax~~1 (~~p No. 4).

Without definite knowledge either of the positions of the 26th Division

or of the enemy, Cal. Douglas NacArthur, Chief of Staff, arbitrarily strew

a line on the map below Croix Rouge Farm. After debussing in the Epied.-

Tru~ sy area , the 84th BrIgade approached thi s line on the afternoon of 26 July,

relieving intermingled 26th Division, 20th Division, and French troops as it

advanced. The 83rd BrIgade, pot in rese rve beck of a French division on the

49
00 48, 4~~~ Dlv, 20 Jul; History, p. 258 — 59.

50
With 507 replacement s received in Jun., the division was now close to full

strength (History, p. 532).
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left , relieved that and the adjacent French division th. next day .51 The

Rainbow was to make its f irst attack.

Lh~ader order s from Dsgoutte of Sixth French Army to pursue the retreat-

ing Germans relentlessly, the brigades advanced irs echelon , the 167th Infantr y

capturing Croix Rouge Farm in a bayonet charg. that evening . The 168th, on

the right, made a short advance before it fel l back before enemy machine gun

f ire. It came abreast, with the 165th and 166th Infantry , the next morning

as th enemy retired abov e the Curcq.52

Tb. advance through the Foist d. Fere the previoue night under heavy shell

and gas f ire, and th. bayonet attack, without artillery preparation or st~port ,

ware cost ly. The 167th saId it lost half it . men In each of the two battalion s

making the bayonet charge, and the 168th reported that 30 to 50 percent of its

attack ing c~~~~nies had fallen, mowed doen by the rows of macbin, guns along

the edge of the field and at th.far.. Bot in the charg.the ns b.r of machine

gia’ss reported captwed was 27, end th, next day a burial party is said to have

count ed 283 bayoneted dead of the German 4th Ck~zd Division.53

51
$01 110, 42nd Dlv, 25 Jul; History, pp. 317 — 18, 321. Notes A Historical

Section C~ rpt , n.d. (42nd Div Box 3, 18.2), confIrm. th . findi ng at the National
Arch ives that 42nd Div records for the C~arcq operation are ual.most totally lack—
ing .

52
Ltr ,C0 168th Inf to~~~~42nd Div , 21 *ug; s~~s Rpt of~~~ns, Jul 24 to

Aug s (42nd Div Box 33, 33.6).

53
$01 112, 42nd Dlv , 26 — 27 Jul; History , pp. 346 — 38, 362. The 168th

Inf later rptd It. actua l losses that night as 231 killed and 580 wounded
(History , p. 493).
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The orders for the atta k on the Croix Rouge farm were p:epared tOO

hastily,” ~.id Lt. Col. ~:a1tvr E. Ear., 167th Infantr” cc~nander, “ and

apparently without definite kno~ilsdge of the location and stren gt h of the

enemy.” The division was certa in that either Sixth French rmy or i corps

erred gr ievously in believing the Germans beaten and in rapid retreat . 54

AbOut midnight on 26 July, Col. Blanton ~.inshi p of I Corps headqua rters

arrived with orders for a general attack ac ross Us• Ourcq. Cheered by the

successfu l bayonet attack on the far m , Degoutte now ordered all four regiments

to make the assault that night without using their rifles, but ...to confine

themselves to the bayonet .” Colonel Winship insisted , reported the 165th

Infantry co~~~nder , Col. Frank R. M~~oy, “ that ...D goutte was determined to

keep the Germans moving and that , if necessa ry, I must sacrIfice my cosmiand

in the effort.”55 Th. bayonet order was rescinded only ,~~n it was disc overed

t hat the enemy had disappeared fr’i the front. Fifteen hours later, on the

night of the 27th, the division begin th. advance to the (~srcq, with orders

to attack across the river the next morning.

During the evening of 27 July enemy artillery put doen mustard gas in

front of the Ourcq, “getting heavy concentration, along .11 the low approaches

to the r iver. ” Th, next morning, the division artillery still far In the rear,

54
History, pp. 312, 351, 496. No division field orders for the (A.rcq opn

hv been found; they are said to have been v•rbal.

55
History, pp. 326 — 27. FO 26, I Corp., 0110, 27 Ju1~I Corps Box 15,

32.1), said the atk , just before dawn, sould b mad. with the bayonet.
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the assault battalIons of the 42ni a~~’an e~ through th. gas barrier . ~gainst

intens, rifle and machine gun fire, they crossed the 3.a~cq . As they hegan

th, a ssault on the German positions along Hill l84—Seringes— Bois Colas— Bois

Bru1~—Meurcy Farm—Hill 252—S.;g~-Hi1l 212, enemy planes swept back and forth

over the front, directing nrt ill ery f ire and machine—gunning the advanc ing

li nes.~~

At nightfall th. remains of all four battalions had been driven back to

the sunken road along th, north bank of the river , their dead and wounded

streen over the slopes to the front. Contributing heavily to the failure of

the attac k that day, sa id the 167th Infantry co~~~nder, Col. William P. Screws,

had been the curtain of gas “ covering the entir e valley along the Ourcq river

and its tributaries....Although I wore my gas misk almost constantly, I suffered
considerable burns and nausea from the effect of the gas. Na fought on another

day and then had to be evacuated.57

(~i 29 July, with the help of two re~i .ents of the 4th Division , Seringe s,
Bois Colas, Meurcy Farm , Sergy, and Hill 212 we re taken, at least t~~~orari1y.

Characteristic of the method of attack wa s that of the assault force s of the
166th Infantry ~~o, “ in spite of terrific fire...as they ascended the slopes,
marched on In perfec t order, silenced enemy chine guns, took Hill 184 and

SOI l13, 2 — 28Jul; D0R, 2$.29 J~1; Ltr,~~~~l66th Inf to~~~ 42fl(jDlv, 26 Aug, s&~ s Rpt of ~ xts (42nd Div BOx 30, 33.6).

57
4istory,pp.332 — 34,3 72— 7 3 . 
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stormed the tovn [of Seringesi.NSB N:’ither the 166th nor any other :egin~ent

of the 42nd ~~s to do any more serious fighting at the ~ircq site: that day.

German counterattacks on 30 July succeeded in penetrating Se:inges and

making a ‘ -man’s—land of Meurcy Farm and Hill 212, but the 42nd held on

else there abov, the ()ircq. Sometim. that afternoon the body of Joyce Kilrner

was found, a bullet through his brain , in th, fie ld to the west of Seringes.

During the night of the 30th, a battery of 75’s reportedly f ired gas on

the southern part of the Forêt de Nesles there the enemy was thought to have

reserves, and th, next aft ernoon a detactmi.nt of the 1st Gas Regiment with the

165th Infantry put 140 rounds of th.rmlte and white phosphorus into BoI s Bru1~
and on machine gun nests at Meurcy Farm. ~ it it was meager retaliation for

the mustard gas fire that fell at regular intervals those two days on Sergy , —

Hill 212, Vill ers sur Fare , the C~arcq valley, the valleys running down to the

river and elsewhere as far to the rear as L. Cens. Farm.~~

Too late, on 31 July G — 2 received a captured German ma~ with all the

(~arcq valleys marked in green. “~~.nevar we’ve attacked during the last fe.

days ,” said G — 2, “the Both . has syste matically shelled the five ~~~ll draws

58
$01 114, 42nd Dlv, 28 — 29 Jul; History, pp. 337, 433. The claims of

the 42nd and other divisions to the capture of Seringes, Meurcy Farm, and
S.rgy are discussed in Histo ry, pp. 397 — 98.

59
$01 115 — I7,4~~~ Div, 29 J u l — l A u g ; Ltz, CO lst 8n 30th Gas Regt to

CO I Corps, 1 AU9, sub Stokes Morta r (~ns (42nd Div Box 23, 33.6).
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leading to the Durcq on our f ront ...us ing gas and H.E.” The shelled areas

corresponded exactly with the green areas on the map, and all units were to

be not ified of the map at once.~~

But it didn ’t matter any longer , for on the night of 1 AugUst, as the

div ision on the right (the 32nd) finally got abov e Hill 212 and Lea Joablets,

the enemy artiller y fir e slackened and then ceased. The German withdrawal to

the Vesle had begun.

The next morning, with the 117th Bigine.rs — the only fresh troop, left —

in the line, the 42nd DivisIon began the march towards the V~~I.. Sometime

later Colonel Douglas MacArthur, abandolng his role as Chief of Staff, report ed

that he had persons11y a ss~a.d c~~~nd of the line (and wssJ going greet guns....

If the enemy hasn’t prepared positions In the For t de Nesle, I intend to throw

him into the Vesle. ’6~ Within the hour the line collided with strong rearguard -
~ -

enemy positions sited just above the forest, and there on 3 August the division

was relIeved by the 4th DivIsion , which continued on the next day to the Veil,.62

The official history of the Rainbow said that total casualties in the

batt le with the 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 201st, 6th kvar ian, and 4th G~ rd Divisions at

Memo,G—  2 for Col. R. H. Williams [I Corps~J, 31 Jul (42nd Div Box 7,
27.7). N,ither the map nor any notification of it be. been found.

61
Meg to CO 42nd Dlv, 2 *ug (42nd Div Box 10, 32.16).

62
F0 35, I Corps, l800, 2 Aug.
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the C~arcq were 1,214 killed and 4 ,315 wou nded, or 5,529.~~ Gas casualties

were not dist inguished , and the Division as Offic er himself had little idea

of the extent of gas casualties in the division. His singl. report cov ered

only 27 July, th. day the troops advanced to the ~ arcq, over ground “slightly

saturated with mustard gas .” .aj~ indeterminat, amount of mustard gas, as well

as diphosgene, had bean put down by the enemy , and th . troops had worn th,ir

masks from one to six hours that night and during the attack the next morning.

H. thought there had been about 200 gas casualties, but a large percentage of

these were tw~qu.sticnab1y malingerers and a nI~~er of others had not bean gassed

at all but worn out from over-exertion and lack of food.61
~

Medical records rev.al that in the period 25 July - 5 August, 763 men in

the division were killed, 2,713 were wo~x.dsd, and 896 gassed, for a total of

4,472. *i.tber these figures includ, the 397 wounded and 160 gassed that were

63
History, p. 493. M~~~, Div Surg to CofS 42nd Dlv , 1 Aug (42nd Div Box 2,

12.3), rptd 4353 gassed and wounded between 24 Jul — 3 Aug. Rpt , Stat Sic,
42nd Dlv , n.d. (jbjg .), rptd 623 killed, 4541 wounded, 926 misSing. A postwar
4~ns Rpt, CO 42nd Dlv, n.d., (42nd Dlv Box 14, 33.6), shows 696 kIlled, 4240
w~rnded, 578 missi ng.

Notes Records indicate that the actual German units were the $)j.at, 
5~~1)G~ard, and 6th ~~var1an Rasarva. Since the 4th ~~ relieved the 10th 1~~~~~~ on

26 - 27 July, It is doubtful that the 42nd saw more thsn rear guards of the
10th .~~~~~~

64
~~O Rpt on Gas Atk, 5 *ug (GAP — 42nd Dlv); Spencer, III, 447.
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received by 28th Division hospitils cannot be deteruij nad.65

These P~igh losses were said to have occurred largely because the divi-

sion had been sent in with litti, or no reconnaissance or knowledg. of .n.my

posIt ions, had failed to disperse its troops adequately across th. sector or

in depth, and had lef t its supports and reserves bunched up, sub~ject to sudden

concentrations of enemy artillery fire. Th, battalions advanced in a standard

attack formation, “bullheadedly a ssaultin g machine-gun strong —point s ,” instea d

of advancing on them by short rushes, crawling, and infiltration. The troops

had not yet learned that their rifles were more effective than hand grenades

Or acc~~~ nyIng machin, guns, and the machine ~ ai battalions were convinced

that instead of being dispersed among the troops, they ought to have been on

the heights south of the C~zrcq, where they could have concentrated their fire

on selected enemy atrongpolnta above the rlv~r. The artillery ~1so believed

that concentrated fire on assault targets would probably have been much more

effective than the normal barrage patterns actually fired a fter the guns cams

into positio n.~~ Although gas los ses repr•s.nt ed over a quarter of the “wounded ,”

nothi ng wa s said to indicat, that the gas experience was instructive. Nor was

Gorrill , the Division Gss Office r , helpf ul. Left to hi ., most of the gas casualties

65
Mad Dept Sta~isti ca, pp. 1058 — 59, 1066, 1104 — 5 1134 — 35, 1166 — 67,

wh ich also show divi sion totals for thi month of July, including the 15 July
bo~~~r~~,nt , of 1059 killed, 1592 gassed, and 3397 wounded — 6,048 altogeth er.
See also Memos, Div Surg 28th Div to Div Surg 42nd Div, 4 and 5 Aug (Mid Dept
Box 3795).

66
History, pp. 486 — 89, 517 — 19. These were the lessons said to hav, been

applied In the St. Mihiel orm (History, pp. 551, 568, 570 — 71). Their applica-
tion in the Meuse—Argonne was flOt mentioned.
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would probably have b..n candidates for court martial .

As the 42nd Division entered Its bivoua c area fleer La Perte sOul Jouarre

on 4 August , Col. Douglas MacArthur, promoted to BrIgadIer General, relieved

General Browi of comsand of the 84th Brigade. That same day General Menoher

wrote corps asking for a t least a month or six week s ~to recuperate, reconstitute,

re—equip and [toi amalgamate replacements. ” Otherwise, he warned, the division

would suffer marked deterioration .

But the new batch of green replacements, 5,614 of them — making a total

of 10,272 in two months — did not arrive until late in the month and there was

little ti~~ lef t to trein them. Colonel Donovan later said that for the St.

MIh1 .1 ope~~tIon, 65 percent of his men and 75 percent of the officers in the

1st BattalIon1 165th Infa ntry , were new and almost wholly untrained.67 Then

and later in the Argonne rep1ac~~~nts arrived that had been ct~i1isns thirty

days before and had bean in France j ust nine days.

(
~ 30 August, the 42nd Divis ion was assi~~ed to Dickaan’s IV Corps in

the Toul area for the first frm.rtcan Army offensive , and on 12 S.ptewher,

with the 1st and 89th Divisions on either side, It advanced ~4) the center

of the St. Nihis i salient.68 The two days of the attack reportedly coat the

67
Ltr, CO 42nd Dlv t~ CO I Corps, 4 Aug, ubs Condition of the 42nd Dlv ,

and let md, I Corps to AdS First Army , 4 Aug (42nd Div Box 1, 10.2)1 History
pp. 435, 532, 570.

68
P0 17, 42nd Dlv , 9 Sep, 42nd Dlv Box 7, 32.1)s History, p

~ 
$71; Study

No. 5, “The (
~e of Gas at St. Mihiel. ”

- -  - ~~--- ~~~~~~~~ -- . -—-  -—~~
-- — -- -~~ - -~~~~~~ -~~~~~~~~~~~~ —-~~~~~~~~~ — — — ----— — ---~~~ - —~~ —-- — --- -



divhton ~- t 4  kil led and 667 wounded.69 As surprised as the enemy by the

results of th. lightning-like strike, the 42nd Division was subsequently

certa in that its quick success had been largely th, result of Its applIca-

tIon of the lessons learned at the Ourcq.70 Actually, beginning with the

opening bo.bar~~~nt, th. two operations had very little in coemon.

During the two weeks that follo wed th, closing of the sa lient , the

repeated raids beck and forth on the flew front, and the incessant heavy fire

as the enemy nervously awaited a renewal of th. attack that never came , resulted

in 55 killed arid 259 wou nded 71

(~~~~ 30 S ptember the division withdriw from the sect or and in f ly, nights

of marching in co ld penetrating liquid Mid, ” crossed tic. the St. Mthi.l to

the Msuse-Argonne front , going into V Corps reserve La the Bole di Montfaucon.72

69
Histo ry , p. 575. 6 — 3 at the ti .. estimated 50 killed, 423 wounded,

2 gassed (D(~l, 11 — 14 Sep). Other rpts in 42nd Div Box 14, 33.6, eazlbe
total casualties, includi ng missi ng arid captured, ranging between 407 and 702.
70

S.e rpt . on lesson. applied in 42nd Dlv Box 18, 50.1, and Box 28, 50.3.

71
Histo ry , p. 596. In the period 10 - 30 Sip, 6 — 2 recorded a t otal of

15,726 shells in th, sector , 880 of th gas shells. For the same period,
wMch Included the attack and embeaquent raids, 6 — 3 showed a total of 66
kIlled, 679 wounded, and 41 gassed (sO! 119 — 138, 10 — 30 Sip; DG~ 10 — 30
Sip). Spencer, III , 448 - 451, rptd three gas att cks with 1950 mostard gas
ihells between 26 — 30 Sep, resulting In 54 gas ca ses.

72
P0 27, 42nd Dlv , 30 Sips P0 32, 6 Oct; History, p. 595.
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“Such expressions ire forbidd,n”

In the opening days of the M.use-Arqonne offensive, the 35th and 91st

Divisions, on the left center of First Army front, advanced almost five mil es

to a line along the slopes of the Exszisont — Gesnes ravine. They had crossed

th, ravine only to be hurled beck by counterattacking forces to &ulny ridge
and SerIeux Farm, ~ iere their reserves succ eeded in stopping the German attack.

At that poInt , between 30 Sept~~~er and 3 October, the 1st and 32nd Dlvi—

d ons relieved the 35th and 9lst , and in ten days of furious fighting advanced

above the Exarwont-.Geanes ravine to a line bslow S~~~ersnce and through the

Bols d. RoSe~~e (~~pNo. 5). There on the night of 11 — 12 October the 42nd

Division took over the thin forward positions of 1st Div isIon to continue the

bsttl. to break the K.xi~~iilde Stellung.
7
~

As the lead battalions of the 166th, 165th, and 167th Infantry moved into

the sector occupied by 1st Division, they found “rwo iants of gas. . • In th, dark,
deep woods” and “the gr~ wid .veryid~ere In front of the captured German positions...
streen...urj th the bodies of men o f the 35th , 1st , arid 91st DivIsions.” With the
dead wer• also M~~ers of German and lit Division wounded. They w,re brought
Out that night.

7
~

The 167th Infantry, coming up by way of Ezermont, reported enemy artille ry

73
R) 34, 42nd Dlv , 1530, 10 Octi History, pp. 624 —

74
History, pp. 602, 630 - 32, 688.~ 7~~, 716.
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“constantly shelling the valley with ga; shells, mostly mustard and t.ar gas.

1 well remeober,” *aid Colonel Bare, the regimental co~~~nd.r, “that both...

General (MacArthur) and I constm~ed so much of th, gas that neither of us could

hirdly see or talk on account of the effect of the fumis.”
75 The 168th Infantry,

moving into the gap that had developed between the 1st and 32nd Divisions , found

leu evidence of battle but enough gas to cause a nianber of casua lties. There,

pith the loss of Hill, 272, 269, and 255, the Germans had withdrawn to the next

line of hills, and only patrols, friendly and hostil•, covered the gap even

after the 42nd came in.76

The 42nd DIvision arr ived on the front at a low poInt In th. fortune s of

First Army. Pershing had hoped to clear the Meuse— Argonne sector in a matter

of days , but the almost insuperable obstacles of terrain and the dogged resistanc e

of the enemy had knocked out those hopes. Foch arid Petain gru~~1ed that Pershing

had allowed himself to get snsrle4 by using too many of his big divisions in the

narrow sector. Pershing’s reaction was to press the atta ck of 4 October with

reckless r egard for lives. ~ r 10 October, after repeated prodding of slow divi-

sions , Army stood before the Keie~~i 1de Stellung , the enemy’s last heavil y

fortIfied line, along Grand Pr~-Chaeptgneulle—Laridr.s it .t .  Georges—Romagno-

BrIeull .s. The attack s on the next two days wer e listless and futile.

75
History , p. 677. Spencer, III , 452, rpts only a phosgene and HE atk on

the 151st PA on 11 Oct. as 205 105-em. gas shells resulted in 4 casu altie s .

76
SO! 140, 42nd Dlv, 12 — 13 Octi History, pp. 625 — 30; Taber, The Story

of the 168th Infantry, II , 159.
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~~i 12 October, Pershing, exercising person a l supe rvision of the front ,

began relieving a number of corps , division, and brigade commanders all along
the line . Included vra s Cameron of V Corps, replaced by 1/aj . Gin. Charles P.

Sw~rnera1l, ~ho had ju st driven the 1st DIvision up to the Kriemhil de positio n.77

That same day, the 12th, Pershing assumed co~ nand of his Group of A.ltie s
(First and Second ~awrican Armies), as Liggett came from I Corps to take over

FIrst Army. !4ggett found a tired, dispirited army badly in need of rest .78

Even the 42nd Division coming in that day “worn down...(byj fatigue, hunger,

wet , and cold,” appears to have been considerably less thin fired up for
79vi ctory.

The troop co~~~riders certa inly thought so, as is clear from Major
Donovan’s account that on 13 October when word reached his headquarters that
President Wilson had arranged to discuss a peace with the enemy based on his

fourteen points, battalion and company co~~~nders were told to “squelch [thi s

reporti right awe y. Do not give it to the men.” ait the report quickly spread,

and t he men were heard saying, “W ~y the hell should we do any more fight ing
n~~?” Too late, on 14 October a divi sion .~~ “ordered thit all discussion

77
Shipley Thomas, The listory of ~~ A.Etf . ($ew York , 1920), pp. 320, 327 ;Pershing, My Ezperienc.i in the World )

~ r, (New York , 1931), II , 336.

78
See Study No. 10, “The Use of Gas in the Meuse-Argonne Campaign,” pp. 11,35,39 ,46.

79
History, p. 633. Ches,ldine, In 

~~~ip in the Rainbow, p. 248, d iscussesthe low spirits of Ui men at that time.
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of peace be suppressed.” To counter the peace talk and arouse the figh ting

spirit of the troops again , they were told that the harder they hit the enemy

in th, coming fight the sooner he would yield .80

The general failure of the Army—wide attack on the Kr~temhi1de Stellung

on 14 October, in which the 42nd p.rticipeted, apparently further depressed

the morale of the troops, for on 16 October all divisions reproduced exactly

a memOran~ a, obviously from Army , stat ing that any talk about relief was

— 
henceforth forbidd n. Also forbidden was exaggeration of losses arid casualt ies

in such expressions as “A ll shot to pieces, ” “Held up by machine ~ans and machine

gun fi r,,” “ Suffered enormou s losses, ” and “ Msfl all exhausted .” These expres-

sions were not to be used in offic ial messa ges or reports , and forbidden In

conversations and discussions , sinc e they wer e generally misleading and always

harmful.
81

It Is not diffIcul t to show that an ieportant cause of the low morale

was the mounting fear of the enemy ’s use of gas , and that it wa s largely

responsible for creating so great a stra ggler probl em that, as ~r11ard said,

a solid line of MPs beck of the fighting front had become necessary to keep

80
History, pp. 690— 91; Memo 306, 42nd Div , 14 Oct (AEF G1$~ 0 —  3 Rpts

Box 3327, fo l 4 ). Group A*qorwiq,~~~ l4 Oct (GFB 2S, fo l I), also rptd the
profound effect on the troops of the exchange of notes , their attitude that
of the proverb , “Der PsIede stel4 vor der TUr, em Esel , der sich S Minuten
vor 12 noch totse hiessen lZsst ” [“ Peace stands before the door, and he is a
j ackass who lets himself be killed at five minut es to twe lve”J .

81
Memo 307, 42nd Dlv , 16 Oct (42nd Div 8o~ 2, 12.2).
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the men in th. line.82 The basis of that fear was the gas atmosphere that

the enemy maintained over much of the f ront by his regulated gas fire each

day. When it did not cause real casualties , it suppor ted apprehension and

panic, and hastened the onset of batt le fatigue and exhaustion from prolonged

wearing of the gas mask. Something had to be done to cut down on the increas-

ingly large n~~bers of alleged gas casualties making their way through the

MP$ to the rear.

As early as 7 Sept~~~.r, DivisIon Medical Gas Off icsrs had been appointed

throughout the Army to assist at th, division triage. in separating true gas

cases from those faking gas symptoms or who were merely exhausted . There had

been little need for them in the St. Mihiel operation, and not until early in

October did the AU become aware of the alarming n’i.~~ers of gas evacuations.

A r*tnder of their duties was sent to all Division -Medical Gas Officer, followed

by a letter on 12 October f rom the Chief Surgeon, AEF, to all divisions urging

more vi gil ant effort s . Far too many men on their ow~ say so were sti ll being

evacuated as gas cases to the base hospitals in the rear, only to be found on

arz iv.1 wholly free of gas symptoms. Large n4~~ers of new men particularly,

said the Chief Surgeon, improperly tra ined or wholly without gas training, on

experiencing gas for th, first time did not understand it. effects and imagined

all sorts of ailments. As a consequence, “during or i ediately fo llowing gas

82
R. L. Bollard, Personalities arid Reminiscences of th. ~~.r (New York, 1925),p. 267.
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boiubarkaunts they become panic stricken and rush to the hos pit als for relief . ”83

It was said that around mid—October gas evacuations, rea l, suspected, or

feigned, reached “something like 42 percent” of the troops engaged in battle,

as “ a general avera ge in the AEF.”84 Clearly , It was the enemy’s continous use -

of gas that produced the “enormous losses” and “exhausted” condition of the men

that army found so harmful , both as fact and verbal expression.

Through the Kriemkiilde St.llung

When Liggett took over First ArmY, plans for the assault on the Kriemhil de

Stellung had a lready been completed . He had only to set the hour , 0800 on

14 October . The order issued by the 42nd for the attack was reassu ring s “The

nemy is withdrawing on th, entire western front.” *r.y and corps said so , and

it wes true enough on the British and French f ront s to the nort 1~ est .

Th. three German corps faci ng First Army, though almost exhausted and their

reserves long sinc e comeitted and weaken ed, were far from ready to withdraw.

They held the hinge of the German line on the Mester n front that made it possible

for th, northern armies to give wa y before the French arid British without imperil-

ing their c~~~xdcatio ns Or str ategic lines of retre.t. 85

Ltr, DM00 42nd Div to D00 42nd Dlv , 3 Oct . sub s Ocgn of Gas Med Dept (Med
Dept Box 3796, 470.6); Ltr, Chief Sung AEF to Div Sung 42nd Div , 12 Oct . sub s
Rule, governing DM00. (Ned Dept Box 3793, fol 13).

84
Itr, D00 32nd Div to CC 32nd Dlv, 9 Nov , subs Monthly Rpt (1st Army Bo* 340).

85
L i i , Gallwitz to ~iIpresnr~ Ha, 1930, 9 Oct ( %~ A in the ~:, Ix, 54~).
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In front of the 42nd Division as it came in were the 15th Bavar~pn

and 41st Divisions of Group Argonne, and to the right the 3rd Guard Division

of ~~~ Group West (Map Ho. 6). The 15th Bavari an had been brought in as a

counterattack division on 12 October ,  but the condition of the unit it was to

support made it necessa ry to rel ieve that unit on the morning of the 14th.

Except at St. Georges, which was held by the 15th Bavarian, the 42nd Division

faced only th• 41st DivisIon. This was a recently reconstituted and rested

unit , brought from the Metz front the week before. Bot as a result of its

battering by 1.t Division on Hill 272, if pr isone r inter rog ations are to be

trusted , the strengt h of its li ne comp anies was down to approxim ately 25 men

each.

Corps obj ectives in the attac k on 14 October were the ridge above St.

Georges—Hill 253-Bois L’Epsss e.- La Bergex i. Farm-the ridge of the Bois

d’ Andevanne. Tb. 42nd and 32nd DivisI ons Cv Corps ) were to reach them Ira

four stage., the first by the 84th Brigade and 32nd Divisi on , to straig hten

th, line by advancing through the Bols de Romagn. to Musarde arid Tuiler le

Farms . In th, second stage thr ee hou rs later, all reg iments were to advance,

reaching the line Hill 206— Fonte de la C.vani~ne. The third advance, two

hour~ after , would carry the. abov e St. Georges and Landr.s et St. Georges ,

and fi nally to a line through Hill 253-La Bergerie Far., thu s flanking the

86
!IV ’ Brig (41st Dlv) ~), 10 Oct (GFB 239, fol I); 15th Bay Div WD,

13 Oc~~(~F8 167, fol III); Rpts of interro of 91 prisoners capt ’d 16 Oct
(42nd Div Box 6, 22.3). Notes Th, normal strength of a German company
was between 120 and 125 men.
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Bois des Hazois.87

Corps and divi sion orders cal led for a two—hour preparation by the corn-

bin .d 42nd and 1st Division artillery on enem y stxon gpoint s on the Cote de

Chatil lon , Hil l 262, north edge of the Bois de Rosnagn,, and Hill 288, with

smoke shells in the list thr ee minutes to blind observ at ion. The infantry

brig ades wer e to advanc e alter nately , using all available artillery for each

attacking brigade. Although in th, preparation and in the attack “ga, shells

[were to) be used freely,.” none were fired on the 42nd Division front and gas

was not mentioned in subsequent att .~~ ord~~s. Last minute changes in the

ord ers made it clear that the 42nd Division attack wa s to be the princips~l

.f for t on the Army front that day, with the wilts on either side supportinç1

it.88

In the attack the troops of the 42nd got barrage fire and not the

promised concent rations , because of shortage of a unition. Even the 25,000

rounds of HE fired in the preparation sees to have been largely wasted. So

random was the fire that th, enemy thought it had been delivered with trench

mortars. An artillery battalion co~~ander explained s “(~,ing to enemy control

of the air (the artillery had) been unabl , to secure adequate regulation .” As

a result , the inadequate cover and flanking enemy fire “ contributed materi ally

87
P0 59, 1st ssr.y, 1100, 12 Oct (1st Army Box 32, 32.1); P0 73, V Corps ,

2300, 12 Oct (V corps Box 7, 32.1); P0 36, 42nd Div, 0500, 13 Oct; History,
pp. 644 - 45.

$8
Suppl to P0 73, V Corps , 2130, 13 0~t. P0 59, 1st A rmy, per 3 ~~~ above,

sai d thit “Corps and division coemanders will util ize to the fullest extent
poss ible the advantage s of lethal 9as In preparing for and assisting the infantry
attack , and in causing casualties in the rea r area s arid along lines of comt~unica—
tion,.
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to prevent success ” of the •ttack.89

It was 1225 hours on 14 October before the 168th Infantry got Into the

enemy trenches on Hill 288. “The battalion wh ich took the hill ,” said MacArthur,

“(was] very badly shattered....Thi position...was superbly defended and heroically

won.”9° Five hours later, as th, division on the right took Romagne and fl anked

C&te Dame Mezie by driving through to the Soemeranc.-Romagne road , the 168th
joined it there and found the enemy firing doen on them from the hill to their

fr ont.91

Against steady fir e from Hill 242 and the Cite de Chatil lon , the 167th

Infantry got some of its troops forward as much as half a kilometer befor e they

were forced to dig in. MecArthur est imated ther e were all of 200 machine guns

in the Côte de Chatillon, pinning do~~ all four of the battalions of his bilged.
that he had put int the line. Without a careful artillery preparation, he said,

it was Impossib le to ta ke th. wood.92

89

~~~o , 67th PA Brig, 13 Oct (42nd Div 80* 35, 32.15); Histo ry , pp. 646 — 47 ,731; G — 3 Memo 43, 42nd Dlv , 17 Oct , arid Memo, Hq 42nd Div for CG 67th PA Brig,17 Oct (both in 42nd Div Box 9, 32.15).

90
Msg , MscArthur to Hq 42nd Dlv, 1225, 14 Oct (42nd Div 80* Il, 32.16).

91
Ltr, G — 2 V Corps to ~~ V Corps , 28 Dc ,  subs Suggestions for revis ed rpt

of the C—in-C (v corps Box 59, fol 3).

92
Meg, MecArthur to Hq 42nd Diy, l4Z, 14 Oct. Sketch , Position of 2nd rn,l8th~R.~t (41st Dlv ), 12 Oct (Gm 239, 74th B r a ,  fol I, p. 45), shows 6 heav ’and 7 light machine gun nests in the Cot. de Chatillon.
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The 165th Infantry on the left was also stopped by the machin , gun fire

from the Cote de Chatillon , as well as frontal fire from th, enemy positions

below indies et St. Georges arid long—range gas and shrapnel fire from the Bciis

des Hazois . The 166th Infantry , attack ing from below Somn erance with the 82nd

Division was stopped at Hill 230 until that position was flan ked by the 82nd,

and then advanced slightly towa rds its second obj ective, Hill 206, before

machine gun fire brought it to a halt.93

The assault batta lion of the 166th w as said to have lost almost 300 killed

and wounded that day, 240 of them replacements received the week before. Many

of the new men , said the batta lion c~~~ander, had not even been instructed in

the loading of their rifles . It is doubtful whether any of them had had any

gas training, let alone gas experience, and the gas fire, which had been almost

continuous ever s ince the tro ops arrived In the sector , sta rt ed to rain heavil y

over the attack front a half hour after the troops began their advance that

morning. A total of 662 gas shells, probably diphenylchlorosrsine, was reported

fired by 4~jt Division artillery that day. Though it acted largely to keep

troopa mask ed rat her then produce casualties, G — 3 reported over 290 gassed

93
History , pp. 649 — 52 , 669 — 71, 705. The 82nd broke thr ough the 35th Ba~

Q~~~~~ 
and ~~t into St. Georges from the west that day but lost it the next. ~~~~~~~~~~

~~~ ~~, 14 Oct (Gm 191, fol II); Go Arqonns v~ , 14 Oct (Gm 25, fol I).
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on the 14th , as w~1l as over 100 killed and 696 wounded.~~

The line had been some-~vhat straightened but the 84th Brig ade was sti ll

well below ths Cóte de Chatillon and its supporting outposts at Musarde Farm,

Hill 242, and Tuil erie Farm. The corps order on the night of the 14th con— —

tt nu.d to insist that the enemy ’s resist ance was breaking on the First Army

front.

This was more trul than V Corps knew. Though the divisions had been

reluctant to use gas that mornin g, corp s had not , and the fortified town of

Romagne had been taken follow ing a bombsr~~.nt that included over 2,000 white

phosphorus shells , 5,000 No. 5 phosgene shells (more thn 1,000 of them l5S~~~.

caliber), and 3,000 No. 6 lacPtry .ato ry shells. As a recil t, a regiment of the

3rd G~~rd Division of Nasa GrovP W.it had retreated before the 32nd Division

as far as Cavanióre that day, exposing the flank of Group Argonne’s 41st Dlvis1oç~
and en~~ngerIng the line of the Kri.mhtld. Stellurig all the way up to the Cote

de Chatillon. The connection d. by a reserv e regiment throen into the break

between the ~~j j and 3rd Guard Divisi on lat. in the day was describe d as Very

94
83rd BrIg Nag Center Log , 14 Oct (42nd Dlv Box 13, 33); 79th PA Reot

(4 1st Dlv) $), 14 Oct (Gm 191, fo l III , pp. 131 — 32); D(P 4 , 42nd Dlv ,
14 — 15 Oct ; History , pp. 705 — 6.

Losses In the German regt opposite the 83rd Brig were rptd as 95 killed
and wounded arid S gassed, from phosphorus and gas; in the regt at Hill 288
losses were rptd only as “heavy” (74th Brig ~

), 14 Oct, G~~ 239, fol I; ~~Qj~ ~
), 14 Oct . GFB 191, fol II).
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thin (Ma p No. 7)•95

In resuming the attack on 15 October, the brig ades were agstfl tO adva nce

alternately with maxt~~~ arti llery support , the 83rd mopping up St . Georges

and Landres it St . Georges, whil e t he 84th arigade exploi ted the Cote de Chatillon

and the woods near Tuilerie Fa rm. Preparations through the night were badly

ha~~ered when the enemy kept the troops on the St. Georges front and the reserves

•nd artillery positions in Ezermont ravine under continu ous gas I ire. 96

Little progress was made in th, rain and storm on 15 October. “During the

[previousi night the enemy made liberal use of gas shells upon Exermont and the

adjacent ravine and during the bettle...rained gas upon the slope s over which

our troops were obliged to psss.... Duri ng the afte roon...a heavy concent~ation

of g as shell accompanied by hi gh explosive was fired on our lines along the

western edge of the Câte de Chat lllon. Yet 41st Division artille ry records

show only 192 gas shells fired on 15 October.97

95
Ltr, I_ V Corps to _:-  1st Army, 19 Nay , subs Rpt on Recent (~ is (GAF —

V Corps ); GJ Aroonna ~
), 14 Oct, and 41st Div ~

), 14 Oct , above; c~~Maas West
Order Ia 799, 14 Oct (GFB 26, fo l V.. p. 54~

Note s No other confirmation for the gassing of Romagne has been found In
G rman or ~~srican records. 32nd Div rpts say only that both Rom.gne and Cot e
L~ me Marie were outfl ank ed that day and later cleared .

96
-: FO 75, V Corps, 1945, 14 Oct; FO 37, 42nd Div , 2330, 14 Oct; DC1~ 4,

42nd Dtv , 14 — 15 Oct.

97
SO! 142 and 143, 42nd Div. 14 — 16 Oct ; Rpt of Activities, 149th FA,

15 — 16 Oct (42nd Div Box 36, 20.8); 79th FAR (41st Div) ~~, 15 Oct (GFB 191,
fo l III , p. 13.4).
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(There is reason to believe that even as little ga~ as this was sending

large numbers of men to t he rear. The Division Ga, Officer lat•r reported

that less than a third of those who arrived at the gas hospita l at Baulny

in that period had gas symptoms, over half the r..sining were ordered back

to th . fron t , and the r emaining men a~~itted as sick or exh.u.ted.~~ )

After repeated attacks, mixed elements of six companies of the 168th

Infantry finally dug in within half a kilometer of *‘sazde and Tuilerie Farms ,

with the enemy still holding most of Hill 242 between the farms. The 167th

Infantry, flOw for the most part in the open faci ng the machine guns of the Cit.

de Chatillon, dared not advance at all after patrols found the wire on the

western slopes of the hill wholly undamaged by the preparatory fire that

mornthg.

Fearfully, the German 41st Division reported that if the division coming

in to relieve the 3rd Gu&rd could not restore the line on the l.ft flank , the

cat. d. Chatillon could not be held ~ sch longer.99

(~~~ the left , mechanical troubles and heavy casualties stopped the tanks

assigned to the 83rd Br igade somewhere south of So erance, and the attack

of the 166th and 165th Infantry, running into infiltr at ing enemy troops,

98
Memo, ~~~ 42nd Dlv for CC 42nd Dlv, 22 Oct , n.s . (42nd Div Box 97, fol 470).

99
41st D1y *), 15 Oct , and 

QR...A ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~, 15 Oct , above. Part of thit
rel ief division , the ~~~~ was diverted to reenforce the COte d Chatillon.
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counterattacks from L.a ndres it ...t. Georges , “withering and well—timed machine

gun fi ree.. [and i v ery active H.E. and gas shel l f i re, TM got nowh ere. By late

afternoon the attack battalion s of both reg iments were reported badly shot

up and pretty well disorganized,” the battalion of the 165th Infantry reduced

to s ix officers and f ewer than 400 men. Its coemander, Major Donovan, was himself

evacua ted in the first hour of the attack with a machine gun bullet through the
100knee.

Ni bers of th , deed of both reg im.nts of the 83rd Brigade were left on the

•ne.y wire before St. Georges and Landres it St. Georges on the 15th . They

were still the re on 1 November. Again , the green toops probably suffered most ,

as G — 3 reported casualties of 54 killed , 396 wounded , and 144 gassed. The

German 148th R.oiment opposite them reported 12 killed and wounded that day.3°1

Although the 42nd Div is ion wa s to use considerable gas later, it does not

seem to h.v~ occurred to anyon. that th• i ediat . situ ati on demanded gas —

on the wired trench.. before St. Georges and Landres it St . Georges, on the

machine gun nests in the Cot. di Chatillon, and on the hostile artillery in the

l(~
)

83rd Brig Nag Center Log, 15 Oct ; History, pp. 657, 695 — 96, 706 — 9.

101
50!, 165th Inf , 15 Oct (42nd Dlv Box 27, 32.6); History , pp. 657, 694 ;

D0 , 42nd Dlv , 15 — 16 Oct ; 74th Brie (41st Dlv) ~~, 15 Oct (Gm 239, fol i).

The 83rd Brig Meg Center Log, 15 Oct. claimed that “entire cO~~~nies , dead
or wounded, were left in front of the wire.” Div Surg, Rpt on Med Dept in the
42nd Div , n.d. (M.d Dept Box 3792, fo l 1), said thi t by 2100, 15 Oct , th , fie ld
had been cleared of wounded, with 1,211 cases evacuated to the rear s ince the
start of the attack .
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Bols des :tazois and Boi~ l’Eç~ s~,. Division as r,lui tant to use gas during

an ~tt~ck , anJ the most the 42nd ~ou1d do ‘~a~ to plan a great si~ok. scre.n

along th. east and r est bour daries of th. 83:~ Erigade between its 2nd and

4th obj ect iv es , to block th, flanking fire from superior enemy positions on the

right and left.’02 Ev.n that wa sn’t carried out, owing to a chang. in Army

plans.

The key to the German resist ance on that front was clearly the Côte die

Chatillon, and unaware that the Germans had already conceded its loss, on the

night of 15 October at a conferenc e of General Menoher, General MacArthur , and

Colonel I~ghes (Chief of Staff), MacArthur asked to make a do-or-di, brigade

attack on the height , using the wh ole of the 151st Field Artill ery for

supporting fire . Although S~~~er.11, the corps comm ander, and Drum , Army Chief

of Staff, reportedly wanted a genera l att ac k , they were persuaded that the

plan might work.103

102
0) 38, 42nd Dlv , 15 Oct . For anothe r screening plan, see C — 3 Memo 45,

42nd Div , 17 Oct (42nd Dlv Box 9, 32.1~~.

103
History, pp. 658 — 63. Ik~ghem credited MacArthur with the plan (p. 658);

It Cot Bare , CO 167th Inf , said it w as his (p. 679); and Maj Norris, CO 2nd
E~ 167th Inf , said it was his (p. 684).

It Col Bare is quoted as maying that Suwa.r~11 ordered Chatillon taken on
16 Oct and MacArthur replied: “%~e will take Iitj by tomorrow afternoon by 6 o’ 1 ~~-k ~or report a ca sualty list of 6,000 dead...Linc lud ing J me.” MecArthur ’s o~n re: tt’d -~words are: “if this Brigad, does not capture Chatillon you can publish a caz~t i1ty
list of th, entire Brigade with the Brigade Coemander ’s name at the top~ (Hi~~ r~ ~,pp. 660, 678).
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This planni ng, which figures so largely in the official history, is not

supported by the records. Army orders that afternoon said the principal effort

on 16 October would be made by I Corps, with the adjacent 42nd Division protect—

ing its flank . Even thi s plan o f attack was jeopardized when a German prisoner

taken during the day declared that a great counterattack was to be made on the

left flank of Army. Rear elements in I and V Corps were at once alerted, and

the 42nd and 32nd Divisions began preparing a line of resistance along cat. di

Ualdsh —north edge of the Rots de Romaç~.—h.i~~ts of the Rots de Gesnes — Cot.

Dam. Marie.~°’~

When the enemy counterattack failed to mater ialize by morning, Mac*rthur

att acked as plarw*d. A half—hour arti llery preparation wa s put on the slope s

of Chatil lon, but according to the 167th Infantry , it ems the 151st Machi ne

c~~ Battalion, not th. 151st Field Artillery, that stcported th, attack. Sixty

machine guns on Hill 263 were said to have fired the i~~ossib 1e total of a

million rounds in a 45—minute barrage on Chatillon as the troops advanced.1~~

At 1030 hours, provision a l battalions of the 167th and 168th Infant ry ,

made up of the most effective companies left in the brigade assaulted Tutl erie

Farm, the crests of Hill 242, and Chatillon itself. Thr~~ back repeatedly,

MacArthur reenforced the battalions and sent them ~ again. (
~.itflank.d the

previous day and its force s at Cavanler, pushed back by the advance of the

104
0) 66, 1st Army, 1000, 15 Oct; P0 67, let Army, 1500, 15 Oct; P0 76,

V Corps, 2345, 15 Oct; P0 38, 42nd Dlv, 15 Oct; History, p. 664.

Histo ry , pp. 679 — 80, 713.
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32nd Division into the Bois de Bantheville , the enemy on the Côte d. Chatillon

withdrew to the Rots des Hazois in the late a~’ternoon.
106 Elements of the

two regiments linked up on the heights. Neither the 83rd Brigade nor I Corps

made any significant advanc e that day. It was enough to have taken the Cote

die Chatillon, a critical element, said ~~oup ~rqonne, in the )C.riemhild.
107Stellung.

Again that day the enemy, “now habitually (sixingJ explosive gas shells

with his fire of high explosive,’ made “large use of gas shells’ on the front

lines and forward area s , and gas casualties were high.106 But MacArthur’s

do—or—die promise to leave if necessary 6,000 dead on the Côte de Chatillon

ems not kept. Division casualties on 16 October were held to 36 killed , 254

wounded and 101 gassed — the smallest n~abers in the three days of fighting.109

106
41st Div ~~, 16 Oct.

107
(
~ ~rqoni,~~ ~), 15 and 16 Oct , above; History, pp. 664 — 65, 667.

It Col J. D. Hall of lUst Sec CS, in Field Notes made 15 — 23 May 1919
(42nd Div Box 3, 18.2), found Masard. and Tuilerie Farms completely destroyed
and the extensively prepared south edge of Chatt ilon showing evidenc e of hard
fig hti ng. But the Krie~~ilde position to the norttw.est ems still largelyV intact in 1919. Col Hall complained of the di fficul ty of following the action
because of the incomplete records of the division.

106
501 144, 16 — 17 Oct; D(~~, 16 - 17 Oct; 79th FAR (41st Dlv) WI), 16 Oct

(GFB 191, fol III, p. 135).

109
DQ~, 16 — 17 Oct. Disconcerting is the statement attributed to Col P4obl.

B. Judah, 6 — 2, in History, pp. 732 — 33, that by 18 Oct the div had taken
prisoner s fr om 23 enemy divisions and 19 independent units. No confirmation
has been found in the records.
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Gas cas ualties up to 16 October , reported by G — 3 as 580 and by the

Division Surgeon as 700,110 represented only those evacuated by the Division

Medical Gas Officer to base hospitals, although it is doubtful whether anyone

in the division had o~cape d the effects of gas inhalation or near •xhauation as

a result of prolonged wearing of the gas mask. The division had lasted ju st

three days before it was ordered to dig in and hold. The lessons learned at

high cost along the ~~rcq and apparently applied so well at St. Mih iel just

didn’t seem to apply in the M.use-.Argonne. The exhaustion of t roops was no..

Army—wide.

‘No furt her inf orm at ion of the enemy”

lith the break In the Kriemhild. position at the cat, die Chatillon,
CÔte 1*me Marie , and Romagne on 14 - 16 October, Liggett ordered what amounted

to a cease fir, across the First Army front.”1 Two weeks of continuous corn—

bat, high casualties, and “plentiful u~e of gas’ with little o: no gains, had

taken all the fight out of the troops. They had to be rested . ’12

110
Analysis, p. 80. Capt. Gorrill, DO0, rptd 4 gas cases on 12 Oct and 4’O

for the period 13 — 20 Oct (Rpt on Gas Atk, 12 Oct; Telg, DO) to C Ct.’S, 22 Oct ,
In GAF — 42nd Dlv).

ill
Opns Rpt, 1st Army, 16 Oct, quoted in L~ A in the WW, ~~, 280. 0) 70,

lit Army, 1200, 17 Oct, ordered organization of the front for general defen~.e.

112
RPt of 1st army, and Memo, lit Army for C—in-C, 17 Oct 

~~~~~~~~ in the w- ,
~IX, 286, 292 — 95), described their plight as “ loss of cohesion and...

uncoordinated action.” Cf. Ltr , CofS V Corps to C~ s 42nd, 32nJ Divs, •t..~~• 22 Oct, subi Care of sick and .xhau~ited sold iers (42nd Div Box 97, fol 704),
on the ‘depressed mentally and phys~cal1y.’
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For his failure to take ~t. Georges and Landres, Summerall directed

the relief of Lanihan of the 83rd Brigade, replaced on 17 0:tober by

Colonel Henry J. Reilly. Colonel Mi tchell, the 165th Infantry conmander,

was also relieved and Colonel Hough of the 166th was warned. Bad weather

and general fatigu e were unacce ptable exc uses for the poor morale and inactivity

of the brigade.~~
3

The 42nd Division history said a general attack was plann ed for 16 October

but called off pending the arriva l of reenforc ing artillery. Another Army

attack on 20 October was also cancelled when a general staff officer , said to

be carrying plans of the attack , ems captured the night before.11~ But orders

in the period called only for continued exploitation of the front and organiza—

tion of the line of defense. The exploitation consisted in sendi ng out patrols

that quickly recoiled before ‘an unbroken chain of machine guns along the

enemy line,’ the results translated daily in corps field orders as ‘No further

inform ation of the enemy.’135

The cease fire was nomin al. As much to heart en the troops as to harass

and soften up the enemy then at work on two new position s, the Senta and

Fr.ya Stellu ngen, above the Kri.ath ilde , on 17 October Army ordered the division s

113 - V 
-

History, p. 741 ; Cheseldine, Ohio in the Rainbow, p. ~~6.

114
History, p. 710.

115
FO 40, 42nd Div , 1915, 16 Oct ; $01 149, 42nd Div , 21 — 22 Oct; Ltr,

MacArthur CC 42nd Div to CC 1st Army , 12 Nov , subs Rpt on Opns in the Argonne -~
(42nd Div Box 14, 33.6).
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of V and III Corps to begin a daily systematic bombardment of enemy machine

gun and batter y positions , lines of resistance , and reserv e areas . It was

to be observed, not map, fire, and as supply was limited, the artillery was

warned to make every shot count.116 In the next two weeks a lmost half of

each day ’s fire by the 42nd Division was made with gas shell. For once ,

division had no choice about firing gas shells; it ~as an Army order.

The 42nd began its pert of the bombardment, under the direction of the

Corps Chief of Artillery, by putting 2,000 No. 4 cyanogen chloride shells

into the Dais 1’ Ep.sse on 18 October. The next day the artiller y w as ordered

to fire 4,900 No. 5 phosgene and No. 6 cipa lite (lachrymatory ) shells into

the Dai s I’Epass e, Dais des Hazois and the woods north of St. Georges and

Landr.s (l~ p No. ~) 1l7

(~~i 20 October, 408 gas shells (unidentified) were fired into Landres et

St. Georges, and between 22 and 29 October an additiona l 9,589 935 shells,

all non-persistent agents, were put on the previous targets and on th. enemy

front lines, enemy roads , and Hill 253. This volLae of gas f ir e is confirmed

in a Corps Gas Officer report showing over 11,000 gas and smoke shells fired

116
SQl 145 and 146, 42nd Dlv , 17 — 19 Oct; 0) 72, 1st Army , 1245, 17 Oct;

FO 79, V Corps , 2030, 17 Oct, 
~~ ~~

g.

117
DOR, 151st FA, 17 — 18 Oct (42nd Div Box 39, 33.1); Memo, 67th F/

Brig, 18 Oct , and atchd V Corps art y order, 18 Oct (42nd Div Box 35, 32.15)~C — 3 Memo 48, 42nd Dlv, 1515, 18 Oct (42nd Div Box 9, 32.15).
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on 14 — 15 October and almost 2C ,000 more between 16 — 31 October.118

War Diaries of the German 41st DivIsion almost completely ignore this

t~eight of ga~ fire . In the period 18 — 29 October the gas and shell fire of

the American~3 ~as said to have resulted in 97 killed , 226 wounded , and just 11

ga~ se& the latter on 23 and 27 October. No casualties resulted apparentl y

from the shelling of batteries below Landreville on 24 October with “about

•;~O rounds of gas,” a lthough this was , like most of th. earlier fire, phOsgane,

~-~rJ in this case was in 155—nm . shells.119

The one y casualty reports may be correct. Cyanogen chloride , a poor

agent in the field, and cipelite , an obsolete lachymator, were not likely

to produce many casualties , but most of the gas was phosgene, a deadly a9ent

except when fired, as the 42nd Division artillery seems to have done, over a

period of hours. The acc~~~ nylng HE fire undoubtedly acted to dissipate any

slight concentration of phos9.ne.

Enemy gas fire, reported on sev en of the last twelve days of October,

118
DC1~~, 149th PA, 19 — 20 Oct (42nd Div Dox 36, 22.7); DQ~ 7 — 18, 42nd

Dlv, 17 — 29 Oct (42nd Div Box 14, 33.1) ;  £01 145 — 54, 42nd Dlv, 17 — 27 Oct
(42nd Dlv Box 4, 20.1); Ltr , 060 V Corps to 060 1st Army, 19 Nov, subs Rpt
on Recent Opos (GAP - V Corps).

C — 3 rptd 16,897 gas shells fired by the 42nd Div arty, C — 2 rptd
14,179 gas shells in the period 17 — 27 Oct, as well as 44,060 iS—am . HE
and 7,524 155—ms. HE.

119
V 41st Div ~~, 18 - 29 Oct ; 3rd Bn 148th Reat (41st. Dlv) ~ , 24 Oct

(GFB 191, fols II and Ill).
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~as describ*~-J a~ “scatte red ,” “ gas shells being used,” “large proportion of

gas shells,” ~nd “gas shells in app;e:iable quantities,” with “about 2,000 gas

shells, lothal and sneezing, no mustard gas” report ed on 27 — 28 October.

Altogether, C — 2 recorded 18,540 ){~ and 4,595 gas shells coming into the sector

in the period 21 — 31 October, the principal gas targets the front lines, Hill

263, Cot. de Maldah and the valley to the south, Mill 247, Bois de Romagne,

and Tuileri e Fans. Casualties were var iously est im ated as 20 killed, 258

wounded, and 198 gassed, and as high as 40 killed , 341 wounded, and 226 gasied.12°

Records of the 79th Field Artillery Regiment, the artillery cotrmnand of the

41st Division, revea l that between 14 and 30 October, when it was relieved, it

fired no more than 7,366 ME shells and 1,801 gas shells, of which 316 were

yellow cross (mustard gas), the rest blue cross (diphenylchloroarsin.). Gas

was fired On all but four of thos. seventeen days — as many as 662 rOUnds on

14 October, as few as 26 rounds on 17 October — with all the yellow cross

fired on 19, 20 aM 22 October. Identified gas ta rgets appear on Map No. 9~12l

To this fire should be added that of the l~th Bavarian Division, which

reported gassing assemb ly a reas, billets, and roads in the S-oatnerance area

on 16 October , and Georg.n-Aue (south of St. Georges), Somserence, and the woods

120
SO! 149 — 59, 42nd Dlv , 21 — 31 Oct, and DOR, 21 — 31 Oct; Analysis, p. 80.

121
79th FAR Va), 9 — 20 Oct ; 3rd ~n, 148th Reat (41st Dlv) ~D, 24 — 29 Oct

(GFB 191, fol III , pp. 98, 127 — 44).

No confirmation Is ava i lable for the DG0 rpt (in GAF — 42nd Dlv) of 350
mustard gas shells on 27 Oct, resulting in 47 ca sualties among the 99 mOn in
twO batteries of the 151st FA.
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to the north on the mornings of 18 and 19 October, all pres umably with blue

cross gas . Number of row~ds is not g iven, but it was probably less than 1,000.

Finally, on the night of 30 — 31 October, Somserance was bombarded with 848 -

rounds of yellow cross gas 122

The 42nd Divis ion initially reported it, total casua lties in the Argonne

from 10 October to 1 November as 380 killed, 1,715 wounded, 699 gassed, and

78 mIssing — a total of 2,872.123 Th official history sa id the Argonne

battle cost the division 695 kIlled and 3,175 wounded, or 3,870 officers and -

men. Other sources report total wound casualties between 2,049 and 2,146, and

gas casualties between 862 and 1,062, with ov er half the gas casualties occur-

ring an 34 — 16 October. There wer e gas casua lties every day the division was

in the ssctor.124

The Last Preparation

In the last two weeks of October, Group Argonne reported American

artillery fix. searching and ranging deep In Its rear areas, tanks crossing -

the Aire and gathering along the front, and, as a result of its petrol encounters

122
Morning rpts , 15th ~~v Dlv, 16 — 18 Oct (Annexes to ~1, GEB 167, fol Ill. -

pp. 28, 34, 38); Combat Rpts, ~~th ~~
y Dlv, 30 and 31 Oct (GFB 167, fol IV ,

pp. 224 — 25, 234).

123
Ltr, 06 42nd Div to CC 1st Army , 12 Now , sub z Rpt on (~ns in the Argonne

(42nd Div Box 14, 33.6).

124
History , p. 846 ; Ana lys Is , pp. 75, 80.
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and probes., evidence that the main strength of the Americans was “disposed

far from our lines....preparing new attempts for a br.akthrough....This

impressIon Is reminiscent of the enemy situation just before 26 September.”125

Concerning the expected attack a German artillery coemander said’ “The

principal missIon of the artillery (will be) to hainer with speed and accuracy

at the large vulnerable mass targets of awkwsrd, incautiou s tropps which the

enemy offers us before they reach our positions . C~ ly thus can our sorely beset

line troops be protected and th. mass attack be shattered.” Although most of

the Kriemhilde Stellung remained in’ act and work was going forssrd on the

Senta and Freya positions behind it , there men sir~~1y insufficient reserves

available to conta in another attack l ike that of 26 Sept~~~er. The Senta and

Frey. would not be enough. O~ 24 October GrQUD Aroonne admitted as much’
“Preparations fox wttMraspal behind the ~euse will be expedited from this
tim, fo~~~rd.” 

126

(~~~~ 28 October the relief of the iIi~~ 
by the 52nd Div ision we s begun, with

the flat Division casing In as it. countera ttack division . The ~~~ had fought

the 1st Division from Exermont to Landris et St. Georges. It knew th. ground

well. Beyond observation of desultory shell fir ., Gro~~ Aroonne had “nothing

125
Group Aruonne,~~~ 11— 31 Oct (GFB 2S, fol I).

126
AxkQ l~ Arty (~der 300, 18 Oct (15th ~~v Div, GFB 167, fol III , p. 32);

C’~ Aro~~ne ~
), 24 Oct, above.
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special to report” on 30 and 31 October.127 It waited.

UeanKhtli, on 20 — 21 October the 83rd Br igade took over the 84th Brigade

front, spanning the sector except for a portion on the ri ght, turned over to

the Incoming 89th DivisIon.1~~ That sam, day corps issued preliminary orders

for the next general assault. The 42nd Division on a br igade front would take

St. Georges, Landres it St. Georges, and Hill 253 the first day. The 89th on

the night, advancing from Tuilerie Farm-Bois di Bsnthevi lle, would invest the

Dais des ~~zOis . A unit of the 1st Gas Regiment we s to assist the 42nd in the

attack with emoke and ther s ite , and “as free a use of non—persistent gas will

be made (by all artillery ) as consideration s of destructive and barrage fire

wi l l  permit.”1~~

Four days later, when Liggett decided to shift the weight of the attack

from I Corps on th, left to V Corps In the center, new orders extended the

Initial ob3ectlve to the height. In the Dais di ~~rricourt , some seven

kilometers north of Landres et St. Georges. In the two—hour prepsration, gas

we. to “be fr.ely ~~~loyed to neutralize enemy organizations,” and the plan

of artillery fire in the corps would be prepared by the Corps Artillery Co.-

mender. Another new note in the order , also born of experience, we s thet

127
52nd Div *), 26 Oct (GFB 197, fo l III, p. 4); (~ Ar~~nne ~

), above.

128
R) 41, 42nd Dlv, 20 Oct.

129
FC) 84, V Corps, 1300, 20 Oct (V Corps BOx 7, 32.1); FO 42, 42nd Dlv ,

1100, 21 Oct.
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individual f Ire superiority rather than sheer man Power [wa s to) be the driv-.

ing force of the attack.” This t im. thire was to be no mopping up, and the

arti llery would not be displ aced forw ard. Th, attack was going through.130

The 42nd Div ision was not to make the attack. $~~~.ral1, coesanding

V Corps , later explained thit “~rmy wanted to put In fresh div lsiora wi th the

arti llery bar-rage which I had planned.” The excuse was lame and left—h anded .

Although the 83rd B~ig.de mde a specia l plea to be allowed to make the assault ,

it is more likel y -tMt Army wanted iti regulars in the van for the big

The 2nd Dk~isIo n, passing throu gh the 42nd at the hour of attack , would

adva nce on su~c~.islve brigade f ronts, with the lit Division behind it. The

42nd w as t o ~~ into I Corps reserv e as soon as it . wa s relIeved.132

In the t~~t.hour preparation on th, morning of 1 NIv~~~ r, the guns of

V Corps fired 187,317 shells or almost three times the niaber fire~I by the corps

on either side.. Army records show that 15,009 of these shells mere gas (I and III

130
K) 90, V Corps, 0800, 24 Oct . 1st Army ~~tt1e Instructions, 22 act, on

which the corps order was based, finally appeared as 10 88, lit Army, 1500,
27 Oct (corrected copy). See G*) AU C - 3 Rpts Box 3256 and l~ A in the ww,
IX, 313.

131
History, pp. 748 — 49; Ltr , ~

) 83rd Br-ia to ~Z V Corps, 23 Oct, sub’Atk by the 83rd Inf Brig (42nd Div Box 22, 10.2). James 
~~
. Hsrbord in ~~~*a.ric.an Armv in France. 1947 — 1919 (Boiton, 1936), p. 4~l, saids “In the

battle orde r ton 1 NovembenJ the front lines w ,re...aU Regular or NatIonal
Army Divisi ons . The Nationa l Gaard Divisions were in zesei-ve.”
132

K) 82, 1st Army, 1900, 22 Oct, put 1st and 2nd Divs in V Corps reserve.
The 42nd Div issu ed no K). between 21 - 26 Oct, and FOs 47 and 48, 42nd Dlv ,
31 Oct , were silent about going into I Corps reserve. ;- 

-
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Corps fired, 8,891 and 5 ,237 gas shells, respectively), but the 42nd Division

history , citing the Historical Sect ion, General Staff , report s this same number

of shells as shrapnel, not ~~~ l33 Corps records also deny this great weight

of gas , showing that 1,564 l55—~~. No. 5 phosgene shells were fired on the

right of V Corps (i.e., in front of the 89th Division), and a tota l of 11,748

75— . white phosphorus shells across the corps front.134 Although the 89th
Division protested the use of any gas at all, the gas fire was carried out by

corps and Army artillery prob ably on the Dots I’Epssse as indicated in Map

No. 10, although no confirmatIon other than the map has been found.1~~

The only gas fired on the 2nd Division front during the preparation were

80 phosgene bO~~s, mixed with HE and thermite , put on four targets in front of

St. Georges by a company of the itt Gas Regiment (Nap No. 11). Two of the

targets were said to be “thickly studded with machine gun .~~1ac.ments,” the

ot her ta rgets trenches with machine guns in position.

133
Rpt of ~ sn1tions Br, (

~~, 1st Army , nd . ,  (AEF GN~ G — 3 Rpts Box 3090,
fo l 243); chart in History , p. 753.

134
Ltr , a)0 V Corps to C CWS , 3 Feb 1919, subs Art y gas atks — American army

(GAF - V Corps).

A projected study, “The 89th Division in the Da is de Bantheville,” may
throw light on thi s gas mission . Mwao to acco~~sny K) 90, 25 Oct (V Corps Box 14,
32.1), referred to the “danger zone” but did not make clear whether gas ox HE
fire were to cover it during the advance.
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In the advance on 1 — 2 November, approx isately 15 bodies, “possible

gas casualties ,” said the 1st Gas Regiment , were found nea r these positions.

A week later the 1st Gas Regiment also laid cla im to 300 German gas casualties

reported to have been evacuated from the St. Georges — Landres et St . Georges

area on the morning of 1 November.136 It is more likely that the 300 were

casualties of t he phosg.ne concentration in the Dais 1’Epess..

The Race for Sedan

At zero hour , 0530, on 1 November, 2nd Division advanced through the

fon~ rd lines of the 42nd and swept almost eight kilometers , to the heights

of Darricourt . As it cleared the front, the 42nd began its march northwest,

into I Corps sector, along the axis St. Jwin-Verpel—Bozancy—Authe. (
~ 5 Novem-

ber It relieved the 78th Division near Petjtes Arsotses and continued the

pursuit to within marching distance of the Nause (Map No. l2). 137

The 42nd, hard on the heels of the enemy rear gi*rd and his .quliaent

trains ja ed at the Meuse, was order-ed to capture them and then cross and

136
2nd Sn lit Gas Reqt ~

), 1 Nov (*) 41st Box 307, 33.5); Daily Dalletins
2, 5, 7, lit Gas Regt, 2, 6, 8 Nov (1st Army Box 342); James 1. Addison, ~~~Story of the First Ga. R.alm.nt (Boston and Maw York, 1919), pp. 174 — 75.

The 6 officers and 220 men of the 1st Sn 169th R.çst, 52nd Div, who were
gassed on 30 Oct In their s%4~port positions near Verpel were probably casualties
of the gas fired on I Corps front (C~~~st Rpt...1 — 2 Nay , ~2nd DIv, GFB 197 ,
fol I, p. 6).

137
L~A i f l the NW, IX , 573; K )49 — 52, 42nd Div, l — 4 N o v .
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r

seize a bridgehead at Sedan. The division order that night read s “The opport unity

presented to the division is one of the most brilliant of the wsr.”1~~ Dot during

the next two days “the substantial resistance of the enemy west of the Meuse”

bl ock ed all effor ts to close with the rea r guards.

(~~~ the morning of 7 November, as th. enemy completed his crossing, 1st

Division , comIng up on the right of the 42nd in five great columns, suddenly

cut over its corps boundary and through th, lines of the 42nd Division in a

private race for Sedan. Confusion was compounded hourly, its climax a message

sent by General Menoher to I Corps shortly a fter noon s “Genera l MacArthur...

with his orderly were taken prisoner by a patrol of the 1st Division and

brought into our lines...at the point of a pisto l...the patrol mistaking

him for a German.

Th, lines of both division s were thoroughly mixed as both struggled to

get to the Maui. and enter Sedan first. Neither made it, as enemy artillery

and machine guns brought them all to a hal just short of the river , sa id

General Menoher, and 1st Division was ordered to withdraw, to permit the

neighboring French the honor of cros si ng and entering Sedan. The toen w as never

captured. The French entered Sedan only after it had been evacuated by the

retreating Germans on 14 November.

53, 42nd Dlv , 2200, 5 Nov.

139
M$g, M.noher to Craig I Corps, 1345, 7 Nov (42nd Div Box 11, 32.16).

MacArthur later said it probably wa s his cap that led to the mi sta ke. He
insisted the story became greatly exag gerated with retelling (Hist ory , p. 801;
pp. 774 — 846 cover th. race for Sedan).
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j 1 t . s ~, that, on 10 November, the 42nd Division was relieved before

Sedan by thu 77th DivIsion and brought beck to Landres et St. Georges for

regrouping and concentration . On 17 Nov ember it began the march to the Rhine

as part of the Army of 0ccupation.1~°

Reluctantly, the 42nd acbaltted that in its five-day pursuit of th. enemy

It captured no enemy material. He had set his own pace and left nothing behind

but sacrifice machine gun crews. Their fir., and that of the long—range artillery,

cost the division 15 kIlled , 130 wounded, and 22 gassed, a total of 167, in the
141period 4 — 8 November.

140
R) 56, 42nd Dlv , 2100, 8 Nov ; R) 61, 1800 15 Nov ; History , p. 776.

* 141
Ltr, MacArthur CC 42nd Div to CC 1st *rmy , 12 Nov, sub s Rpt on Opns in

the Argonne (42nd Div Box .14 , 33.6)i Ltr, Maj Gen C.A.F. Flagler, CC 42nd
Div to CC I Corps , 25 Nov 1 sub s kPt on ~~ss in the ~~gonn. ~~~~~~ History,p. 846, says th, last op eration cost 63 kille d , 376 wounded.
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ANALYSIS

42nd Division Casualties

Numerous undated scra ps of paper with casu alty figure s found In 42nd

Division records may stem from a division memorandum on 6 AugUst that reads

“At the end of each day ’s fi ghting , the First Sergeant [of •ach unit) is to

make a not, of ca sualties, classifying the wounded as slight or severe, and,

if possible, the cause of death or wound.” 142 The memo was in response to a

directive from Pershing that casualty report ing to the Central Records Office

was to be speeded up, and thIs was the method adopted by the 42nd Divisi on to

comply. How far this procedure was followed cannot be learned, but it should

be noted that as in many other divisions no distinction was made between the

wounded and gassed.

The ca sualties reported in the official history of the Rainbow (presumably

from Statisti cal Section records ) and recorded in this study (pp. 10, 17 — 18, 23,

31 — 32, 34 — 35, 63, 73), are presented here as Table No . ~l43

The first officia l data , In Ayres ’ statistical s~amary of 1919, The Mar

with Germany (p. 117), show the 42nd Division to have taken the fifth greatest

142
Memo 249, 42nd Dlv, 6 AUg (42nd DIv Box 2, 12.3).

143
History, p. 880, reports total casualties of th. war as 2,810 killed and

11,873 wounded, or 14,683. Thi s higher figure probably includes casualti.s
unspecified as to a p.rticular operation or campaign.
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TABLE NO. 1

Casua lties reported in the

OfficIal History of the Rainbow

• Sector Killed Wounded Total

• Lorraine (17 Feb — 22 Mar) 95 798
Lorra ine (29 Mar — 21 Jun) 105 971
Champagne (6 — 19 Jul) 327 1240
Aisne—Marn. (26 Jul — 3 Aug ) 1214 4315
St. MIhiel (12 — 30 Sep) 289 926
Meuse—Argonne (11 — 31 Oct) 695 3175
Meuse—Argonn, ( 4 — 8 Nov ) 63 376

2,788 11,801 — 14,589

number of casualties in the AEF, its 2,713 battle deaths and 13,292 wounded,

totaling 16,005, fewer only than those suffered by the lit, 2nd, 3rd, and 28th

Divisions.

The molt recent compilation of official casualty figures (though It

omits data for the five months in the Lorra ine sector ) is that in the ~st~tl ,

Monuments C~~~lssion study ~t the Rainbow,’44 consolidated and presented here
as lable No . 2s -

144
42nd Division S’~~ &1v of C~.rat1oni (Wa shington, ~~~~ 1944), pp. 15 —

32, 50, 91.

-75 -

- -

L - - - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~



~~~~~~~~~~ - - - ‘- - — ~~~~~~~~~~~~— ———~~~~ —- -~~~~---• - - - - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -~~~~~

TABLE t0. 2

42nd Division Casualties

Battle Monuments Co~ nission

Sector Date Killed and Wounded

Esp.rance—Sousin sector and
Champagne Maine DefensIve 3 - 14 Jul 36

l5 — l8 Jul 1590
19— 20 .7u1 12

1638
— 

Aisne-Marn. Offensive 21 - 24 Jul 22
25 Jul—3 Aug 5476

4 —  6 Aug 20
— SSlBe

St. Mihiel and Essey- Pannes 4 — ~ sep 9
12 — l6 Sep 893
17 Sep-i Oct 304

2 —  4 O c t  1
— 1207

Meus.-Argonne Offensive S - 11 Cct 138
1 2 —  19 Oct 3175

20 Oct—i Nov 551
2 — 4 Nov 29
S — 7 Nov 236
8 — U N o v  125

1~~~~7

• Exclusive of 983 casualties in two regiments of the 4th Division atchd to
the 42nd Division during the battle at the C~ircq.

Gas Casualties

TabAe No. 3 below, compares on a monthly basis three sets of 42nd Division

gas casualty fi gures for the period February — November 1918s those report ed

by the Division Ges Officer , said to be based on Division Surgeon and Div1~~on
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St,Listi ca l Section da ta ; those reported from vari ous sou rces in the present

and a ta bulation f rom the Medical Depar tment ’s offici*l volume of

‘Ule statistics. Figures In parentheses are gas deaths)45

• TABLE NO. 3

Comparative Gas Casualty Statistic s

/
Month 1918 DCX) Study No. 17 Med Dept

/ February — 24 (6)
March 417 586 267
April 16 — 141
May 364 (34) 669 (46) 297

313 262 532
July 1065 l~46 1617
August 48 — 320
Sept~~~er 

74 54 145
October 782 ( 1) 926 1021
November 23 22 95

3,102 (35) - 3,78% ~~2) ‘ 4,435

/
/

/

In the Meuse— Argonn. bettle In October, the focus of the present study,

the 8~~ and 32nd DIvisions, on either side of the 42nd, agreed that there

were no large—scale or concentrated gas attacks that month. In the artillery

fire both night and day on the front lin.s and In th. back ar as, the enemy

habltuilly mixed explosive gas shells with ordinary high explosives , so that

neither the cha racteristic Incoming sound nor the burst dIstingui shed the gas

145
Ltr , DOD 42nd Div to C, CIS, 30 Jan 1919, subs Rpt as per Circ Ltr 89

— (GA F — 42nd Dlv ), whi ch incorr ectl y shows these fi gures totaling 2,697,
Instead of 3,202 (35)i present Study No. 17, pp. 7, 9, 13 — 18, 24, 32, 34 35,
55 — 56, 61 73~ Med Deot Statiatlcs, pp. 1030 — 1180.
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shells . Vile weather conditions and the character of the terra in

acted to increase the persistency of the gas (largely diphenylch loroarsi ne),

so that “vary ing concentrations of gas were almost continually about.” Since

the resistance of the t roops ‘as auth lowered by th, hard fighting and con-

tinuous bed wea ther , the men were easily knocked out by the slightest con-

centrations of gas .

The 32nd Division on the right reported 503 ~as cases in the period

S — 19 October — a suspiciously low figure , considering the honest cries

of anguish of that divigion. The 82nd on the left reported 1,443 cases and

9 gas deaths, along with 872 gas cases from other organIza t ions (including

the 42nd Division), in the period 8 — 31 October, 95 percent of them inhala-

tion cases. A postwa r report , based on hsopItal records , revised the totals

in the 82nd Division to 1,681, with 8 death s . ’46

Captain Gorrill, the 42nd Divi si on Gas Of fl cer , thought there we re

about 400 gas cas ualti es (and 1 gas death) in the period 13 — 20 October,

about half the ss evacuated with austar d g as burns, the other half “due

to fa i lure to diff erentiate between a ha rmless concentration and a dangerous

concentration of Green Cross products, the g as being presen t in varying con-

centrattons for days at a time In certain localities.” The constant presenc e —

146
Ltr , DOD 32nd Div to CC 32nd Dlv , 9 Nov, subs Monthly Rpt (1st Army

Box 3.*O)~ Ltr , DOD 82nd Div to CC 82nd Dlv , 24 Oct, subs Gas CasualtIes;
and Ltr , DCX) 82nd Dlv to C C~~, 24 Jan 1919 , sub’ Rpt on Gas Casualties arid
Gas Shellings (let Army Box 341).
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of gas tended to make th. aen careless . All too often they delayed in mask-

ing on entering area s of higher concentration than those they had left , and
ware frequently caught by wi nd changes bringing dangerous concentrations into

an area rel.tiv.ly free of gas eariier .1~
7

Captain Gorrill, explaini ng his single comprehensiv, report, said that

he had considerable difficulty getting daily reports from his gas office rs,
owing “to the general trying conditions of a big driv.. His Monthly Gas
Casualty Report for October refl ected th , difficulty. H. reported a total
of 549 gas casualties , of which 299 were true cases, th. other 250 “sent from
FIeld Hospitals to th, rear solely because there were no facilitie s fox
ruequlppinq the. in th e division ” (sic ). 148

As Indicated in Table No. 4 , below, all other sou rces reporting gas

ca sualties In the 42nd Division showed considerabl y larger nmbers than
did the Divi sion Gas Officer. 149

It seems saf, to ass ~~e that at le.st 1,000 of th . 4,000 casualties
suffered by the 42nd Divi s ion before L.andres et St. Georges were gas cases.

147
Ltr , 000 42nd Dlv, 21 Oct, quoted in Spencer, III, 453 — 54.

148
Monthly Rpt In GAF - 42nd Dlv.

149
Sources of Table No. 4s DCL 42nd Dlv , Il Oct — 1 Na~; Rpt, DivSurg, 42nd Dlv , ~6 Dec , sub s Casua ltie , In the 42nd Dlv — corrected copy(Med Dept BOx 3793, fol 16); FM 165 (Med Dept Box 3811), PH 16? (Med Dept8o~ 3815), PH 168 (Med Dept Box 3818); Mad D.Dt Statistici, pp. 1030 — 1180.
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TABLE NO. 4

COMPARATIVE CASUALTY DATA CCTOBER 1918

Field
Date DOR Div Surg Hospital Med Dept

42nd Dlv 42nd Div Lists Statistics

K W C W C C K W C 
‘

1 - 7 O c t  - — - — - - — 3 67 19— - — 3 29 — — 3 18 —9 — 10 Oct — — — 13 15 — — 1 17 2
10 — Il Oct — — — 17 15 0 1 5 41 10
11 - 12 Oct 5 13 5 19 9 10 6 6 62 10
12 - 13 Oct 0 38 24 ‘ 190 45 0 11 6 66 23
13 — 14 Oct 20 182 16 55 19 11 29 9 69 39
14 — 15 Oct 100 696 290 719 298 71 275 85 599 207
15 - 16 Oct 54 398 144 375 151 85 331 175 424 220
16 — 17 Oct 36 254 101 270 119 37 106 84 264 86
17 — 18 Oct 15 92 44 83 44 15 42 16 110 62
18 — 19 Oct 7 40 21 113 34 18 28 13 106 45
19 - 20 Oct 10 78 19 45 12 10 29 4 64 39
20 — 21 Oct 0 16 15 17 28 6 18 7 24 26
2 1— 22 0ct 5 35 12 32 15 9 8 6 42 23
22 — 23 Oct 0 20 13 24 13 4 10 4 30 18
23 — 24 Oct 0 30 7 29 7 7 19 4 37 17
24—25 Oct 0 12 2 17 2 1 2 0 27 6
25 - 26 Oct 0 1 4  6~ 24 6 0 4 6 20 6
2 6 — 2 7 0ct 0 1 3  4 12 4 8 3 0 34 25
2 7 - 2 8 0ct 8 4 0 48 31 50 5 47 3 26 23
26 - 29 Oct 0 16 56 10 51 8 54 7 24 46
)— 30 0ct 2 35 13 23 3 7 6 1 34 4

3 0 -3 l Oct 5 2 0  3 25 3 4 5 2 19 13
3 1 — l N o v  0 7 1 9  — — 12 26 0 23 21
Date not specified 12 75 31

267 2049 862 2146 972 328 1062 462 2324 1021

1 - 3 N a v  9 5 9 44
471 2283 1065
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In the offici a l history, the Divi sion Surgeon is said to have reported

a total of 1, 182 patien ts passing through the gas hospital at Baulny,
F the other hospitals th•ri handling an additional 5,800 patients, from

five American divisions.~~~ rMs point s to the most striking discrepancy

in Table No. 4 , the field hospital figure of 328 wound•d. It is known

that well over 3,000 of 42nd DIvision admissions were sick , not wounded,

but the record s of a~~lssl on of the remaining wounded have not been found.

Of the 1,062 gas casua lties recorded at FM 167 (see Table No. 4),

728 were cases of gas inha lation (princ ipally dlpheny lchlo roarsine ) , 291

had mustard gas burns, and 3 weri phosgen, ca ses . Not count ed in thi s

total were 30 cases received on 17 October and 88 on 20 — 73 October who..

diagnoses were subsequently changed from “ gas ” to “ exhaustion. ” *eth .r

they were gas ma sk exhausti on ca ses or hatt Ie exhausti on ca ses ca,w~ot be

said . The diff erentI at Ion ems never made in AEF records.

Comparison of th . effectiveness of enemy gas and shell fire is difficult

to determin e since G - 2 made no esti mates of daily enemy fire until 29 October,

and then from 21 to 31 October reported 18,540 HE and 4,595 gas shell, in the

sector (narrative, p. 61 ) .  These figures are roundly contradicted by avail-

able German records. In the period 14 — 30 October , the 41st Division artil-
lery, opposite the 42nd, reported firing just 7,366 HE and 1,801 gas shells,

l50
History, pp. 770 — 71. Corrisp in Med Dept Box 3795 shows that

the 32nd and 82nd Divs also handled a rnaber of 42nd Div ca s ualties.
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rhil, th, neighboring artille:, of the 15th eavarian Divistor% probably

fired less than 2,000 additional gas ~h,11s into the 42nd Division sector,

almost half of that amount on the last da y of the month (narrative , p. 61).

In the face of this contradition, the figures of 18,000 HE arid 4,000 gas

shells will be arbitrarily accepted as the maximta weight of fire tha t

fell In the 42nd Division sector that month.

Reports of 42nd Division casualties in October range between 2,095

killed and wounded and 699 gassed and 2,565 killed and wounded and 958

gassed, with the latter figures, based on Medical Depart~~nt records,

probibly the most accurate . Over 70 percent or 1,896 of the killed and

wounded occurred in the perIod 14 — 18 October, during the assault on

the Kriem hilde position , when the incidence of machine gun and small ares

casua lties must have been overwhelmingly higher than artiller y casualties .

It is therefore ass~~ed that casualties of enemy artillery fire that

month, the remainIng 30 percent, may have been at most 670 killed and

wounded.

These 670 ca sualties , produced by 18,000 HE sh ells , ind icate a

casualti for every 27 shells — extraord inary effectiveness for HE aga inst

protected troops. The 958 gas casualties In the division , resulting from

no more tha n 4,000 gas shells fired by the enemy, represents a casualty

for every 4 shells. This order of effectiveness of g as shell is supported

by the Division Gas Officer ’s stat ement t hat ideal conditions of wind,

t~~~erature , and htwnidity were present throughout the month, heig ht.n~ng

- 8 2 -
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enormously the persistency of the enemy ’s green cross gas.

As the present study indicate,, the gas training and gas discipline

of the 42nd does not appear at any time to have been of particularly high

caliber. A report on the state of training in l~ y seems representative.

Af ter almost si x months of instruction , an inspector reported that the gas

discipline as a whole w as not what it s hould be. “Regimenta l coomanders

in several ca ses do not realize th. importanc e of gas training , and think

too much emphasis is placed on the gas end.” ~at it ems not the Division

Gas Officer who could be charged with excessive zeal, for elsewhere the

report saids “Gorrill...does not accomplish n.arly as much as a Division

Gas Officer should in the emy of giving regimental training. ” 151

That may have been true in i~ y, but in October Gozrill ems to say

thit “in open emrfars individual protectIon Is our chief defense against

gas (and) this can only be obtained when an opportunity is given for

individual instruction.” 152 ~~~, Implication was that the divIsion had

been given little opportunity to rest and train , and with clos , to 20,000

replacements since ivy, larg, numbers were bound to have had little Or no

individual gas training.

Consider ing the unsatisfactory g as records of the 42nd and Gorr il l’ s

Own excuse for his gas officers , that division may well have been included

151
Ltr, 2nd Lt R. 1.. Sebs sti~n CS$ to Maj G. N. L wis CSS, 24 May, subs

Persona l Rpt (GA F — 42nd Dlv).
152

~ ioted in Spencer , III , 454.
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in the V Corps Gas Officer ’s remark In November that in some divisions

‘the organization of gas personnel, down to and including company gas

non—coa~aissioned officers, was not what it should have been in the

matter of liaison.” 153

Because exhaustion and hysteria may relate to th. enemy ’s use of gas ,

statistic s made available by the Division Psychiatrist in a postwa r report

ar e of some Interest. In July, the month of the grea t German gas bombard-

ment, as well as the battle at the Ourcq, the division triage reported 24

cases of Pwsteria , 77 exhaustion cases, and 395 shell shock cases In

October , there were 10 hysteria and 20 exhaustion cases, and in November,

112 exhaustion cas es . No cosiv~ent of any kind was made on either the source

or significance of these f igures.154

The large number of shell shoc k and hysteria cases in July a lmost

certainly occurred during the bosba r~~ent on the 15th. Most of the 
-

exhaustion cases may safely be attributed to the fight at the Ourcq it the

end of the month. Mor• interesting is tha t not a single ca se of shell shock

occurred in the Argonne attack , and exhaustion and hysteria cases were

minimal.

153
Ltr, ~30 V Corps to COO let Army , 19 P4ov, subs Rpt on Recent (

~ns
(GAF — V Corps).

154
Ltr , Div Psychiatrist 42nd Div to Ch Consultant , Neuro- psychiatry ,

AEF, 26 Dec , subs IncL~ence of War Neurosis (Med Dept Box 3798, fol 730).

1- 

-84 -

- 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~

- - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
— -

~~~~~
-— - -.——- -



r -

Lessons Learned

The depressed mor ale of First Army in early and mid—October resulted

In part f rom the continuou, rainy weather , from lack of food Owing tO the

failure of the lin, ~ of co,ssunicatlon, but most of all from the wide-

spread feeling of the troop s that they were being uselessly sacrificed

to gas and machine guns by a blind cocinand.

The lessons lea rned at the O.arcq had been more or less successfully

applied at St. Nih iel , largely because t hat operation had been a lmost with-

out opposition and the enemy had not used gas. But in that long list of

lessons, nothing was sa id about the effect of gas on the operation or the

high toll gas had taken. It Is not sur prising then that no effort seems

to have been mad. after the Ourcq battl , to instIll better gas discipline

In the division , to teach greater respect for g s,, o~ mo;e~ important,

to tr ain the men to wear their masks for long periods of ~~~~ The Divi-

sion Ge. Officer ’s remark later that full y 50 percent of the gas casualties
in the Argonne were the resu lt of careles sne ss indicates poor discipline

as well as poor or Inad.~~~te training.

At the Ourcq, as Ia the Argonne , a majo r repeated complaint wa s of

inadequate artillery ss*port . But there is no evidence thit the troops I -wanted artillery gas f ire, as well as greater HE fire to support their
attacks . That w as a lesson Army end corps were to learn, but it was never
accepted by the divisions.
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One of th. clearest •~prossions concerning artillery support,

whether qas Or HE, is that b7 ?.‘~3. Lloyd D. Ross, a battalion comusander

in the 168th Infantry (History, pp. 518 — 19)s

There...e~Iisted all through th, chain of corrt~and an ever present
tendency to rush troops forward and keep pushing them against enemy
machine guns without adequate support from machin e guns, howitzers, and
arti llery . Genera l of f icers and field officers....employed the sam.
drivIng tactics they [hadi used in smaller coaglsands in the Philippine
Islands and in simi lar campaigns. They would not take the word of the
off icer in the front line as to the opposing forces and weap ons but kept
driving troops forwa rd inadequately supported by artillery .

The same mistake was made in the Argonne, except the infantry had become
wise to the game. We officer s in cocm~and hid determined that when stubbornresistance was met we would not sacrifice men against material but take our
t im, and ga in our ends in other ways . We moved more slowly perhaps but
more surely and had more men alive at the nd of the action. We attained
our obj. ct ives but without enough artillery in support.

These remarks sound perilously close to Insubordination, but they

support the contention in the rsa rrativ. ( pp. 39 — 42 and ~.ss i)~~ ~~‘ -  ‘

the low morale of the 42nd Division in the Argonne battle , owing as much

to Its g as experIenc, as to Its general exhaust ion , made it impossible

for the division either to brea k through the Kri.mhilde position by it.

own effo rt s or to exploit In any way the opportunity offered it .

They also explain Liggett’s decision to halt general operations in

mid—Octob er , to rest the troops end get the artillery up behind them again.

And they may explain a major reason for th• relativel y large quantities of

gas fired by the 42nd Division artillery between 18 and 29 October, under

corps direction.
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Major Ros s must have been as aware as Major Donovan of the 165th

Infantry of “how Imany artillery shells) must be expended before a

casualty list begins to mount” (History, p. 394). Heavy artillery HE

fire admittedly did not produce high casualties. It s effect was nerv e—

wracki ng. And its friendly use tended to provide psychological rather

than real su pport. But even light gas shelling day after day almost

inevitably produced large nLms bers of casua lties, end its effects were

debilitating on thos. not made casualties.

It was not an inf antr y coemander but the co~~~nder of the 117th

Sanitary Tra in who made this observati on on the continual gas fire

(History, pp. 726, 72$). His ambul anc e co~~~ny litter bearers in the

Argonne, he said , worked night and day with little food or rest , in almost

continual rain and cold, and over almost impassable terr ain, while “ the

enemy kept up a harassing f Ire on all back ar as and continually drenched

the valley with gas....Gas saturated the air....It was no wonder that the

men were soon exhausted ...and frequent reliefs were necessary.”

The gas tha t might have opened the way into St. Georges, Landres

ct-St . Georges, and the Cot, de Chatillon was not used until the division

had been exhausted by enemy gas and decimated by enemy machine gun fire.

Since most of the defense s of Chatillon were along its leading edges,

thorough gassing of tho se edges, as well as *Isarde and Tuileri, Fa rms on

the first day of the attack (as corps recnnrwanded) would have made the
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positions as untenable is thos, in Romagne were on 14 October end

as those in the Bois Hizois, Bois l’Epasse and elsewhere were made

in the gas preparation on 1 November.
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