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ThIRD UITLD STATES A•R1 TROOP TOPIC

H' Headquarters Third United States Army
.Information Section

aIIu'p JOSEPH - LESSON IN! LMADERSIIIP AOD DISCIPLIMThI

laOUCTION

One of the most celebrated names in Indian history is tfhat of Chief
Joseph of the Nez Perco -- a man whose character and military strategy have
long boon chronicled in the annals of the Old Uest, related around campfires,
and recorded by Army officers and other writers of military history.

The Noz Perce Indians wore given their name -- which meant "pierced
nosesP' -- by the French, fronm the fact that in the early days of their tribal
history they wore rings in their noses. At the time the white people of the
United States began their association with tiiis tribe, '11ld Chief Josepif',
father of the celebrated Chief Joseph of the Nhe Perce, was its leader. The
tribe occupied a beautiful area in what is now Oregon, Idaho and Washington,.

With the coming of the whites, the Indians were solicited by the Govern-
mont to cede their domain and move to a reservation. The Indians were stoutly
opposed to this idea and valiant 'lOld Chief Joseph" scorned the requests of
the white man, saying that the Nez Peroe loved their country and would never
consent to give it up.

The white man, however, was persistent in his efforts. Employing tactics
that had been effective with other Indian tribes, he induced some of the minor
chiefs of the Noe Perce to enter into a series of treaties -- in 1855, in 1863,
and in 1868 -= by which the Indians were to cede all of their domain except a
small reservation in Idaho known as the Lapwai lands. Ilere, the white man
said, the Nez Perce were to settle.

Since Old Chief Joseph was not a party to these treaties, he refused to
be bound by the=. He was an old man -- and on his daathbed he took the hand
of his son and said to him% "Hy son, my body is returning to my mother earth,
and my spirit is going very soon to see the Great Spirit Chief. When I am
gone, think of your country, You are the chief of these people. They look to
you to guide them. Always remember that your father never sold his country.
You must stop your ears whenever yott are asked to sign a treaty selling your
home. My son, never forget my dying words* This country holds your father's
body. Never sell the bones of your father and your mother."

This sonts name was also Joseph -- the great Chief Joseph of Indian
history.,

"N This Troop Topic discusses the Nez Perce tribe, their country, and their
leader; the events leading to the war between the United States and the Nez
Perce; the tribe's heroic retreat to immortality; and the outstanding leader-
ship displayed by their chief during this retreat.
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THlE NEZ PERCE - THEIR LAND AND LED)ERS

Til" TRIBE,

The name Shahaptan is not a particularly familiar one, but it was the

name of a grcat family of tribes that occupied the Pacific Northwest before

the coming of the white man. The best knomrn tribes of Shahaptans were the

::likitat, Umatilla, Yakima, Wallawalla and Nez Perec Indians. Of these tribcs,

the most famous by far was the Nez Perce.

As previously stated, the members of the Nez Perce tribe were called

"stuck noses" because it was their custom, in earlier times, to pierce the

septum of the nose for ornaments and 'rings. This was a convenient character-

ization, since in the Indian sign language,, the Ncz Perce could be easily

referred to by passing the extended finger under the nose. Anyone could

properly interpret the sign.

The Nez Perce tribe, while the people were alike and were one in feeling,
was composed of several independent, confederated tribes. Thc most common

method used by the white settlers for identifying them was to divide them

into the Upper and Lower Uez Perce. The chief of the Lower Nez Perce at the

coming of the white man was Old Chief Joseph. Old Joseph eas a deeply re-

ligious man and an individual who continually strove to maintain peace with

the wAhite man. The chief of the Upper 1ez Perce was Big Thunder. Ile also

attempted to maintain peace, and in so doing, entered into various treaties

with the Indian Agents which resulted in the lands of both tribes being

turned over to the Government and the Upper Tribe being removed to a reserva-

tion.

The Lower Nez Perce were a nomadic people. They were intelligent, re-

ligious, and industrious, and were always ready and willing to work to help

themselves. They made no pottery, but were knotm as "stone boilers"; that

is, their food was cooked in baskets treated to make them vater-tight, or in

holes in rocks, by dropping hot stones into the containers of liquid. The

making of fine baskets was their chief craft. At one time Nez Perce baskets
were hi•hly prized by collectors and some of these baskets may still be found
in museums throughout the country. Both coiled and twined baskets were pro-

duced in the area, their unique feature being a method of ornamentation desig-
nated as "imbrication" -- one decorative layer overlapping another, like fish

scales,

The Nez Perce did no other weaving except rabbitskin blankets which con-
sisted of rabbit skins cut into long strips and woveft into rectangular pieces.
These blankets were used both as bedding and as robes. Otherwisdpi.these
Indians wore clothing made from the hides of large animals such as deer, elk
and buffalo.

The country of the Nez Perce was rich in vegetable foods, •especially
edible roots. The Nez Percc were noted for their ability to subsist, when
necessary, on root digging. The most irLportant root staple was the camas, a
bulbous root gathered in large quantities and roasted in pits. Uhen not eaten
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at once, thc roazstcd bulbs wore pounded into mash., made into loaves, Cookee~
azain and t'4in storad for future us~c. Thc roots of the lou.c, a plant sml'
to thc cam,,a!, .,cre available when thc canias could not be harvested. Theire
weare many othcr edible root:; available to thc Ind;iant; such as; bitter root,
cartun and v:i)d carrot.

'rit country of the Nez Percc war, also ric h in wild berri-.c.- which, s;un
6ricid,, Lortmcd an irmro~tLant Lood rescrve. A'bout the only wid ced u:;cei by
the tribes was- that of tile sunflowcr. In times of e::trcme.i food ohortage,
lichen.-, the inner bark!-s of pine trees, and pine nuts were eaten.

Tho Lributarics of thle Columbia R'%ive-r and the imany srmall rivers draining;
into the Pacific Ocean are the favorite p)awnin- water-, for -almon. Three
varieties of salmon were available to the ilez P'erce., and since these varieties
d~id nlot all run at the same time, there were several periocds during the year
when ample supplies of fish could be had for the takl-in-. The :sur;,lus fLish
wecre dried., smioked and stored for thle future. Spear-fishing was the most
coru~ion method usedt by the Indians. They had nothin- that approximate(I the
modern fish hlook-, but they did have dip) nets and seines,

11orr'cs probably reached the 1Tcs' Perce Indians about 1700. (C1'ontrary to
popular belief, horses are not native to the Americas, but were brought to
this hcmais-miher by the 2arly 'Spanish conquistadors.) The coming of- lhe horse
resulted in the same effect on thle Nez Perce housing habits- as had been thle
case At.~ih the buffalo-hunting or plains Inclians. The tepee used by the plains
Indians was adop.-ted by the Nez Perce whelin traveling, with. horses. AIs permanent
residences, lon-, many-family structures, wcre built. Teewr -h:e
structures comP~osed of frameworks of poles covered with m-iats. The topser
open so that smoke from the lon.- row of family fires do,*m the middle could
escape- into the open air.

Little is '-.-=.m about the d-ress of the Nez Perce before the advent of the
w:hite man, but, when first known, the men wore moccasins, legging-s, breechicloth,
shirt and blankect -- all made from animal hides. The Nez Perce men seemi to
have w-.orn lull dress regularly, instead of only on gala occasions,, as among
other Indians.. The women dressed in skins too, wearuing long, loose goims
similar to those worn by the plains Indians.

The nomadic tri~bal characteristics of the Nez Per~c were used to great
advantage in their heroic retreat to the border of Canada.

LAUD, OF Th' PS*GE -

tAmon'g the Indians, the Lower Nez Perce werecoeddtowthcunr

south and east of the Blue Mountains and west of, the Snake River, and as fa
south a5 thle Powdcr Rliver,, a tributary of the Snake. It is true that other
bands had thle privilege of hunting and fishing there,, just as the Lower Nes,
Perce had, the privi lege of roaming or camping in the upper country,, but the
righit of control of the respective sectionsr was never disputed between the
Indian bands.
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The Lo%!er Nez Perce Indians moved to the uppcr co.intry wher Dr. Henry

Spaulding and his wife established a school for Indians on Lapwai Creek, east

of whlat is now L•wiston, Idaho, in 1036. Dr. Spaulding set out seeds in the

hope of interesting the Indians in agriculture. Apple trees were planted,

irrigation and power ditches werc made and used, and a small grist and saw

mill was built and operated. The first printing press in the Oregon country

was brought to Lapv:ai by pacd horse and set up to print a primer, a hynui book,

and the Gospel of Saint llatthew in the lies Perce languagc. The Lower lNez

Perce stayed in the area for a while, but soon unfriendly feelings developed

bctwreen the Upper and Lower tribes and Old Chief Joseph was ordered to return

to his ow.n land by Chief Big Thunder, and he did so.

Old Joseph and his people loved their country. It was not the most

attractive rcgion in the world to the white man, but it suited the Indians.

On one side the Snake Rivcr surged over its Piocky bed; on the other side the

Blue Niountains rose majestically. Along the western base tihe Grande Ronde

"1liver swept through its great arc to the Snake. WUithin these boundaries was

a rugged country iimpossible to cultivate. Through it, toward the cast, ran

the Imaha rniver, dowm a narrow vale; through it toward the northwest, flowcd

thie ':allowa ;,iver -- the ";inding W!aters" -- w.ith a valley larger and bettcr

than any othcr stream in that area. The valley of this river wuas the very

best of the land claimed by the Nez Perce.

A Captain ..rhipple, Indian Agent, reported in 1075: "The valley is only

"fit for stock raising, as a business, and not desirable for that in consequence
of lons w:inters; but the Indian horses could live through it while the white

man's cattle would perish." Captain .hipple went on to say, "The average

Ar.icrican is not, as a rule, slow to talle advantage of eli-ible openings to

secure land claims, but none seem to want the land in the '.Iallowza Valley."

;ievcrthelcss, this particular territory was soon to play a most important part

in thc termination of a long history of friendly relations between the e:ez

Perco and the United States Government.

U•;h• PZR.• LE2ISERS

A strange man was Old Chief Joseph; a sturdy, strong-built man, with a

will of iron and a foresight that never failed him. lie had some strong notions

too, one of which was that "no man owmned any part of the earth, and a man

could not sell what he did not own." His idea was that' owmership of land should
be liraited to occupancy.

Old Joseph and the le: Perce Indians had been on friendly terms with the
w;hite man for mn ny years. Their call for missionaries; their support of the
ct1:ler:; against the overbearing Hudson's Day Company; their offer of pro-

Lection to the whiitc settlement at Lapwai -:hen Dr. Jhiteman, a missionary, was

murdere;: by the Cayuse Indians; their protection and escort of Governor I. I.

SO-cvcns' party on its visit to the Indians in Washington Territory in 1858;

and their assistance to U. S. troops against hostile Indians, are all recorded

in the hii,;tory of the 6Jc!t. They gave the famous Lewis and Clark e:cpedition

a reception .Aiich brought joy to the hearts of the w.eary exlorers. They
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I.UljJhŽ( h.~l.,ith Eooel and then riCGpay for it, ancd they loo!:ek tý
".1eir ilrw; n roncurty -.7ile Lhe ec:~pcdition went Cio:..n th1 rJ.%,cxi re'curn-

in- Lheaý -.zlcy in the s'princ.

.1It is tUk;- that there ,!a:- solmo Ci'ference of opInion amon-g these. Ind:ians
in reO,artl to zaclopting the white man',; reli,;ion an(. ways, but none zi: tobin
hisý zricnds. History records; that ovcr a jperio6 of 100 years only one white
zian was hilled by tile Mscý 1?ercc, an(' tialt wzi, a case o-f --anslavtr-htcrwic
occurrcd! in lQV-

in the early 180,a son w:as born to Old Joscmh. Eis, namine wsIn-hut--
Too-Yahil-Lat-LaL, which meant "Th'Iunder-TCravcl ing--Over- the-ilountains .; To
the z~er-Acn., hip was knox.n as Youn-g- Chief Joseph. To the w1orled, since 1877,
hie has been known as Cichief Josseph of- the 'Nez I'erce, the 11'&:U NaPoleon of the

Young,- Joseph was six fecet he 'ighti, well built, ol' serious nature an(:
noble countenance. 11c was; grave and thoughtful,.as becomes a ruler. lie was
shrewd6 and! cautious, as- becomes one '2110o transacts business for a nation, iic
wao e::act and resolute, as become,- one whlo mnust preserve peace between two
factions; prone to misunderstanding. H~e was a man of sound reason and :oodl
judg;:nent; both important qualities in the malke u? of a good leader.

Necarest and dearest to Josc,ýh, after the death of his. father, was. one
':of hii brothers, 01-La-Cut. This brother was a little youngecr than Josephl

and was =1ll, handý;cmc and gay in nature. Both of the youtl-is attende6d Mrs.
SPaulding's -mission school. It appears that the good seed which was so-wn in
tile schiool rioencd into good decd&, later. Their training in the mission
school could account fLor at leas-t a part of their honorable conduct -,,hen wuar
Came.

As ,_i,,ic .went on, wuhite men becamne more numerous in thie lecst. They came
to iez; Pece"c country to hunt for -old and many of them re-mained there. Young
Chief Joseph ruled! his people so wisely that no warfare occurred during the
gold-seeking period.

BAr.-ZGR.OUITD FOIR UAR

T1UE 0,-ATL _10l55 ANDf 1363

For all the favors the Lower 1.ez Perce tribe had rendered to the white
man, it asked only one in return: to be allowed to keep the l~and of their
fore-21atllers, "Jallowa Valley, in eastern Oregon.

The Lowecr ilcz Perce never intentionally signed any treaty with the white
man or entered into any negotiations with him that w-,ould allow him to take
claim to their ancestral home between the Grande Ronde and Snakec Rivers.

Tile Upper Ncz Peree did sell their land, with the ecep.cltion of the
Lapwai R1eservation, and inadvertently became the media through which the Lower
1LTez Perce finally lost their :,-allow..a Valley holdings.
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It czie about this .'ay: In 1,,55, Old 0iief Joseph, in conjunction .Aith

other ý Perccc clhieftains, diu sell certain .xotern land:; to the white man
.,ith the under:;:Landiin., that :;uch lands as wcre not sold by thi.; instru.cnt

.:ould be 'acld by the Indian• -- all Ile:: 11orce tribes -- as co:,u.ion l*,ropcrty.

3y joining in the Treaty of 1'55, Old JoseC)h acknolcdge CehcC::istcncr.e of a
general tribal organization, and for thiis reason the tribe had authority to

bind him later, in 1,,33, when a majority of the chiefs, counting all of the

bands to,;ether, sold :Ill of their land ex:ccit the Lap,%ai ,eservation. By

this means, tlhe'y sold Joseph's land also.

There !as never any pretcnse that the Uppcr Nez Purcc actually intended

to sell the land of the Lower tribc, nor did it ever °claim the pot,,cr to (:o

so. 7urthcr, there is nothing in the records to indicate that th-2 Government

com•nissioners at the time felt that they were purchasing Lower Ncz PFrce land.

It does not appear that anyone, wbhite or Indian, understood that the Treaty

of 1,263 included the sale of the '.alloWa Valley.

Old Joseph went to his grave in 1371, in blissful ignorance of the fact
that the land he loved and claimed was not his. land. Captain Uhipplc stated
that "uniformly and with violence, to his last hour, he (Old Joseph) asserted
to his children and friends that he had never surrendered his claim to this
C:allowa) Valley, but that he left it to them as their inheritance, with
the injunction never to barter it away."

So Young Joseph, acting on his father's word, continued to remain in
northeastern Orcgon, even though, legally, the territory no longer belonged
to his tribe.

In September 1375, General Oliver 0. Howard, US Army Cormander of the
Department of the Columbia, reported to his superiors: "I think it a great
mistake to take from Joseph and his band of Nez Perce Indians that (WJallowa)
valley. The iihite people really don't want it. I think gradually this
valley will be abandoned by the white people, and possibly Congress can be
induced to let these really peaceable Indians have this poor valley for their
ow'n ."

The suggestion contained in this report was turned down, and General
Howard was ordered by the Department of the Interior to place the Nez Perce
on the Lapwai ecservation. Howard met with the tribe and found out -- as he
must have anticipated -- that the Indians were unwilling to be relocated.

General hlow0ard held three councils with 'The Nez Perce, the last on 7 May
1877.

FACING T11Z IlfVITABLg

There w,;ere a number of reasons why the Nez Perce Indians objected to

being moved to a reservation. The first, of course, being that they preferred

their oern country.
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cv'• ~noadie ind~in s did not 17zint to be :iam1p[err.d in tiLeir
.,ovL•:.Ch- fL-om '3C place to auother. They 'new taat goin; on a reserva-

cioa ?.¢xi:u s•tayiag th1ere c::ccpt for such journeys as migit be sanctio.idl

by t-l.c wv.it £ta'is goverimenct.

Tae t..ird reason tiat te Nez Perce did not want to go to Lapwai was

tiat their chief wealth was in their bands of horses, and taese they kne,;.

they would have to give up if they moved to a reservation. (Thie Nez 1cr_-

Iadianis are credited w.ithi having developed the breed of stock horses %;C

now kntow a.- t:itc Appaloosa.) Oa t.e reservations, 20 acres of land were

allotted to cach ,,cad of a fa:mily.

Obviously, running horse bands on such limited acreage was out of t.1C

question.

In spite of their objections to reservation life, it soon became clear
to the Lower ••,cz Percc tribe that t.,cy were going to hiave to move. Remind-.

ing his tribe that it had never fought against tne wh'ite man, Chief Joseph

stated, "I said in my heart tiat rather than have war, I would give up my

country. I would give up my father's griave. I would give up everything

rather t;aL•.i ave the blood of the wh:ite man upon thc hands of my people."

Thus, apparently, the Nez Perce resigned themselves to the inevitable.
Oa 14 iUay 1377, the Government gave the tribe 30 days to gather up its

belongings and move. The Indians began their preparations.

THE NEZ PERM, WAP,

T;IA DECISION TO RESIST

To all intents and purposes, the matter of moving the Lower Nez Perce

lidians to Lapwai was a closed issue. Chief Joseph had stated that he would

not fight tLIe wlite man, the Government had set a resettlement date, and the

Indians were preparing to meet that date.

ihnen the whiite man's councils -,ad been ended and the Indians were brought

at last face to face with the grave issues involved in giving up many of the

possessions they had long loved and cherished -- not the least of which was the

I'allowa Valley territory -- they began to take a new look at the Government

order to move. They had 30 days to complete their packing; 30 days in which

to dccide what could be moved and what must be left behind or disposed of.

It would appear that as much time was spent around the council fires as
was spent in making preparations for the journey northeastward to Lapwai. At

each tribal council the desire to resist the move grew str0ii, ger among the

warriors. Chief Joseph stoutly defended his decision not to fight. Never-

theless, he was ovcr-ruled by a majority vote of the tribesmen to fight the

soldiers when they came to escort the Indians to their new home.

During the council meetings, a part of the tribe opposed including the

settlers; in any action against the white man's army. This group felt that

the settlers would remain neutral and would make good neighbors when the issue
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uas finally Settled. A-ain, however, a majority ruled in the opinion thiat
it ý 'as tilc settlers 7110 had broughat about the e Percc difficulties to
start -.:ith, and that they should be retaliateed a-.ainst in any action which
m1ýigh- 'have to be tak~en in connection wit", hioldinS. the J..allowa Valley.

Pack~ing stoppee aned entroticht.int acti-vitics bcegan. Although Chijef Josephn
iLac counsecie peace with the whteman, hc feclt that wa*r wasinevitable ant!
j~ined his tribe)s-nen. 71e did not relinquish his ri-hts as a ica~clr. Instead,
h.l too'- char'gc of the preparations; for resi.stancc anC attennted to riake up 'or
-the _c:-. Pzrco c eficiency in ntr.iberc by develo-ping rapidiALty of movement and
MrI.lcuv(erability of pos-ition. amonz tiis warriors. Joseph had no intention of meet-
in.- the U. S. troops w:itih a ilundiscipline6 b aný o f s av a-cs. ae .-ia e, ai

fiatrspract-1ce military moveme.ints until they bec~e prozicient in them.

O cieral ~3hanks ,!lho wa- a nrie:Tcr of the Tndian. Cozwnission, stated later
that "Jocseph' C party wuas thorou-hly elisciplined; they rode at a full gallop
Alonz thei iiountain sidec in a Stea~y -f"ormation by 'ours; formed twos at a
3ivcii -,";-anal ..i tha perfect precision to cro-ý;s a narrow bridge,; then galloped
into a line, zcinecl in to a suclden lhalt and dismounted with as much system as

On 12 3u 1077, the 33-Cday `prcnarantion period"' ;ias over, but the soldiers
d-id not arrivo to escort the incdianns to the reservation. Insteael, over on the

Salo liver, 6three 1.ez Perce Indlianz; killccd an old hermait. On thec miornin- of
the 14th, they- killed1 three raore settlers -- and in the afternoon, they killed
stLill anothe:c-:. 11ounteed on Lhe horscs of their victicis, they- hurried, to the
,Cxrýas ?rai.rie where the main body of the "c-;: ?ercc -,:re ca.=,ce.d, and rode.
thr1ough thec ccamp diospla.ying- the spoils of thecir blooclshedc as thecy called: on

* othieis to join them,..

ThyUnfortunately, Chlief Joseph aned his brother 01-La-ýCut .. ere no,. in camp.
-hyhad set their tepees at sorie distance aiay due to the illness of Joseph'ts.wife. wh*to Bird, who stoo6 next to Joseph in rankt and influne aewyt

*the ricing hysteria and himsclf rode throu-h the camip yelling, ",All must join
*no,:. Theret is bloodl. You will be 7)un-iolioe if you delay.,'

In all, only 17 w..arriors7 joinc('- the origia he raadr s hytre
bach- toward tiue Salmaon River. They killed ei-ht more settlers on the way.
Duzing the night, another w:ar party slipped out of thei camo to attach the people
o)f Cottonwood House -- a ranch xi the road between 11ount I,6alho and Fort Lapwai
-- as thecy tried to esca;pe to Uount Idaho. Aill whAites In the party were 'killed.

Chief Joseph, who had continually protested agrainst hostilities, knew
now tihat there would be no way to avoid open conflict. Returning t&'6 e aicamp ie took control of the situation and orderedl the tribe to move to a good
defensive position in 'thite Bird Canyon. 1Ilere, he preparced to makeo a stand
against the troops.

FIRGT 3DATThE

The Nez Parce, arrayed for battle, did not have long to wait for the arrival
of U. 05. military forces. ýA detachment of 90O men put out quickly from Fort
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Lapwai. Upon reaching Grangeville, four miles from Uount Idaho, on tho

evening of 16 June, tho company was joined by .0 civilians. Together they
marched on through the night to MZite Bird Canyon, 16 miles away. Reach-
ing the head of the canyon at daybreak, they began their descent of the
broad trail, intending to surprise the Indians and prevent their escape
across the Salmon River.

Doim in the canyon, Chief Joseph observed the approach through his spy-
?g Lass. A party of mounted warriors was dispatched to an ambush site behind

a hill on the south side of the canyon. In true guerrilla fashion, the rest
of the Indiana, under Joseph, wore crouched on the ground, squarely across
the trail, but hidden behind rocks. The soldiers were allowed to proceed
well within range, then every rock and bush poured forth fire. At the same
time, the party of mounted warr*iors came into the clear to the left of the

column of soldiers.

The foremost ranks of the troopers deployed to engage the force in
fronL, and the rear wlhecled to meet the flank movement. Ken were falling;
the Indians, were moving on the hills, making toward the rear. The gallant
troopers fell back to the n=:,t ridge, but this was soon taken by the Indians.
The Indians were pressing along the sides of the canyon. to gain its head
and cut off retreat. Part of the conunand reached the ascent and hurried out
-- the remaindcr were cut off. The Indians were upon them in a mioment, thin-
ning their ranks with murderous firv, through which only a few were able to
make their way to the sunmit. The Indians pursued the troops for approxi-
aetely 12 miles, but by that time the officers had regrouped their men andSthe soldiers retired in good order.

,•°Chief Joseph, through good leadership and discipline, and by employing
,,uloior tactics, had foufht and won his first battle with the white man.

THE. 0,COMh f.)BATYLL

The Indian victory came as a complete surprise to the whites. No one
had really ea:pectcd thl Indians to fight. The initial raids conducted by
the liez Pores had been interpreted by the settlers as just an outburst of
anger. 'le last thing, perhaps, that the military leaders had anticipated
was that the iNez Perce would enter any battle as well-organized, well-disci-
plined troops instead of sniping, marauding bands of unorthodox killers.

Recognizing a foe worthy of his best efforts, General Howard took to the
fildl( ,,it'h appro:imately 400 troops, a howitzer, and two gatling guns. Chief

Joseph had only about 300 warriors, with the squaws of the tribe acting as
assistants. This band consisted of a small group under Too-Ilul4Iul-Sute, the
Medicine Han; a larger group under a warrior called Looking Glass, and two
more units under warriors Five Uounds and Rainbow. In top cormnand, of course,
was Chicf Joseph.

On 11 July 1877, General Howard and his assembled troops wore in sight
of the Indians who had crossed the country to the Lapwai reservation and
talten a position on the Clearwater River. Aith sure instincts, they had chosen

""4-6

- . ,:.;~ Iv-4dt,..l.'•.. .



CA40I

LLJ
w)

LU dgan 5% 1

1:§

c,)
0a

u..
'In

LU<

C.)P

SAH11NGTON "A REO
J

10



a aitc fromn uThich they could oppose 11o;ard'U €roising, or withdraw; if need
be, in any direction. "11o General," General Howard wrote later, "Could
have chosen a safer position, or one more likely to puzzle and obstruct the

As the soldiers advanced to engage the eneray, they left two supply
trains behind, unguarded. Chief Joseph took quick note of the situation
and dispatched 30 warriors to attack the trains. The spy-glass (telescope)
of one of the Army officers caught this movement just in a nick of time. A
messenger was sent back to hurry the trains into the lines, and a troop of
cavalry galloped to their defense. The Indians, however, were first to
reach the smaller wagon train* and before they could be driven off they had
killed two packers and disabled their animals. The larger train was able to I
reach the battle line with no damage.

All afternoon the battle raGed, with ito charges and countercharges, its
feinting and fighting. Through the night, both parties were busy strengthen-
ing their breastworks and at the same time engaging in sporadic sniping at
the enemy1

On the morning of 12 July, the battle was renewed with little advantage
to either aide until the middle of the afternoon when a fresh troop of cavalry
appeared to reinforce Howard. This brought Howard's total strength to approhi-mutely 700 men.

The artillery moved bach to meet the now, unit and, having made a junction
with iLt, they struck the enemy line on the left and charged down on it. The
Indians fought stubbornly, but finally gave way before the terrific onslaught.
The victorious troops pressed them so hotly that the artillery was in range of
the Indian camp before the No. Perce could strike their tepees.

Seeking safety in retreat, the Indians were able to effect an escape with
their horse bands and sufficient supplies for battle purposes, Defore thetroops could cross the river and take up the chase, however, a new contin-ent
of Indians appeared on the right front, apparently bent on attack, Uhile the
soldiers made preparations to turn and receive this new force, the remainder
of the Indians continued their flight, and when the preparations of the soldiers
had been completed, they found that their new enemy had disappeared. Chief
Joseph's feinting action had been completely successful.

In the morning, the troops continued their pursuit of the retreating
Indians, still in sight from the heights, only to fall into an ambuscade sat
up by the Nez Perce rear-guard. The troops were thrown into utter confusion.
Night found the Indians safely encamped in an almost impregnable position, at
the entrance to the Lolo Trail.

Joseph had fought his second battle against heavy odds, and though beaten

off, had brought his forces out of ths conflict most favorably.
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flII,_AT TO iL9OPRTALI'Y

,,ile Chiae Joseph was encamped on the Lolo Trail, a detachment of
soldiers was sent to cut off his retreat and attack him from the rear.
But Joseph was not so easily trapped, The detachment was hardly under way
before the wily chief broke camp and fell back beyond the danper point.

The Indians began a lonely trek up the Lois Trail, across the Bitter
Root MIountains, and down the Bitter Root River into hontana. At that time,
any mountain trail was bad -- and Indian trails especially so. 3harp rocks,
fallen timbers, slippery pitches and roaring torrents made the goin, rough,
but, according to General Wdilliam To Sherman, the Loe Trail was the worst
of the lot. Said he, "This is universally admitted by all who have traveled
it as one of the worst trails for man and beast on this continent,"

The Ne Paerce traversed it safcly. They knew the country -- and they
outmarched General Hloward and escaped.

As they made their way out of the mountains into the Bitter Root Valley
on 25 July 1877, the Ncz Porce found their way blocked by a force oZ 1',Gulars
and volunteers, about 65 in all, under the command of Captain C. C. Rawm,
Stronzly entrenched and under orders to stop Joseph at all cost, Captain Ram
made ready to Uight. L66kingr Glass, of the a.- Perce, talked to Captain Rawm
and asked that the Indians be allowed to pass in peace. flawm refuued such
passaae, but the volunteer force under hiE command overrode hinq decLiion.. The
Nez Porco had always been knotm as "good" Indians in the Bitteo• hoot country.
The sottlers there had never had any grounds Cor complaint against their
actions as they had traveled back and forth throug3h the area in previous year's
The volunteers allowed the 11o:a. Porce to pass in peace., 'Thir claim was that
they "had not lost any Indians and consequently waerc not huntins for any".

The Indians not only passed in peace, but traded with the white settlers
alonr the way as well. In passing, they left behind a spy who stayed over in
the li.ttle town of Corvallis until General lloward's troops passed throu-h,
then sped on his way to Chief Joseph with full particulars on the U. S. military
forces.

In the meantime, Howard had telegraphed ahead to General John A. Gibbon,
who was stationod near Helena, to cut the escape route of the No-. Perce.
Gibbon hurriedly scraped to-ether what forces he could muster -- appro:;imatcly
17 officers, 132 cavalrymen, and 34 private citizens. i.o scouteed the Indians,
learned the location of their camp at Dit, Hole Basino and attacked it at dawn,
Within 20 minutes, the surprised Nez Perce were driven from the site, and
Gibbon occupied it, plantinZ.g a howit~xr at the location.

Chief Joseph had trained his warriors well, and they did not retreat far
before regrouping and countorattacking. The soldiers were completely surprised
by the quick maneuverin- of the Indians and were soon driven out of the camp.
The Indians captured the howit.er and settled down to a furiou3, day-lone
battle of rifle fire from behind breastworks. By nightfall, the Nez Perce
were enhausted and their forces crippled. They gathered their supplies and
moved out of the camp voluntarily.
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The Indians were not alone in their crippled condition. General Gibbon
had been wounded in the battle as he fought beside his men, and the troops
were wotunded and -eary. Six Medals of 1Honor were later awarded U. S.
soldiers for gallantry in action during this particular engagement.

By Sunday, 19 August, Onief Joseph and his people had again crossed the
Cont~iental Divide into Idaho, and had made camp on the great CamAs Prairie
which lies west of what is now the National Park# on the Yellowstone River.
The tribe had captured 250 good horses, replenished their supplies and put
their forces in excellent condition,

General Howard's forces were only one day's march behind the Indians.
They too, were camped on the Camas Prairie.

A detachment from iloward's command had been sent ahead to Tacher's Pa&s,the most accessible roadway across the divide into the park, The remainder

of the troops slept peacefully, with sentinels and pickets properly posted,
blissfully unaware of the dark forms creeping toward them through the open
grass. Suddenly$ off toward the east, the sentinels sighted a troop of
about 40 horsemen riding toward the camp$ back over the trail of the Nez

aerce, They rode in a column of fours regularly, and without haste. The
Army pickets thought they must be the Tacheris Pass detachment returning to
camp. Actually, they were Indian riders bent on stampeding the Army's horses
and muleal As the utorsemen came within hailing distance they were challenged.,
Their answer betrayed their identity and the pickots opened fire. The
answering Indian cry startled the soldiers from their sleep.

When the air cleared after a rapid exchange of small arms fire, it was
found that all of the Army's horses and mules that had not been hobbled or
staked out were scampering away into the night with the Indians in hot pursuit.

Fortunately, enough horses were left to mount three companies of cavalry-
men, who immediately took off after the Indiansa They recovered about 50
head of the loose animals, but by morning, the Indians had been able to return
and stampede about half of thesel

Following this foray, Chief Joseph continued his masterly retreat through
Tacher's Pass by skillfully by-passing howard's forward detachment.

Credit must be given to Joseph for the accomplishment of a most success-

ful maneuver. By Immobilizing Howard, the Indians were now free to move toward
their goal* They turned east to cross the mountains, intending to turn north
up the plains once they had cleared the mountain barriers Their intended
path would take them through Yellowstone National Park, across Baronet's Bridge,
and over Clark's Fork of the Yellowstone. By this movement, Chief Joseph
hoped to avoid Colonel Samuel Do Sturgis, who had been warned concerning Joseph,
and who had come over from the Powder River country with six troops of cavalry
-- 359 men -- and a number of friendly Crow Indian scouts.

On 13 September, Colonel Sturgis overtook the Nez Perce on the sage-

brush plains across the Yellowstone River. The rear-guard of the Indian band
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engaged tiie troops while the remaitider of the tribe turacd into the narrow
valley of Caunyon Creek. One dCtachmCnt of troops, however, nmanagad to
ciLcle around the fighting, and pressed the retreating band so closely that
over 400 ponies had to be abandoned by the Indians.

All day the Indians dropped back, filghting for every foot of ground; at
dark, the e::hausted soldiers withdr•w to camp at the mouth of the canyon.
On the following day, Sturgiu was reinforced by a large body of Crow
Indians, who pressed the. Nez Perce so vigorously that 500 more ponies ilad
to be loft behind, Nevertheless, St:ur,,is' forces were not able to move fast
enough to close the gap between themselves and the flez Porce.

Thce Indians retired up the lHuscel 8hell River and then, circling back
of the Judith Uountains, crosseci the Missouri River at Cow Island, the low
water mark of the Upper Missouri, Here, the Indians attackted a small en-
campmont of soldiers but withdrew after burning tlieir supplies, Moving on

t., tha north, Chief Joseph drove his people at a killing pace. Winter was
uomUi13 and behind him were three pursuers: Howard, Gibbon and Sturgis.
There was no time for the Indians or thelir ponies to rest.

At the end of 'eptember, the Nez Porce finally entered the Bear Paw
Mountains in the north central part of what is now the State of Montana,
and paused to rest, only one day's journey -- appronimately 30 miles .-
from their goal, the Canadian border. So far, they had managed to elude
every force that had attacked them over their long journey, and now they
Celt that they were safe, at least for a while.

Unfortunately for the Indians, thecir worst enemy was one they could
not see -- the telegraph. This new and invisible foe was soon to play a
most important part in their dowmfall.

Colonel Nelson A. Miles (later to become Lieutenant General), having
been notified of the position of the Indians by telegraph, was soon on his
way from Fort !Keogh with a force of three battalions of cavalry, a company
and a half of infantry, a detachment of white and Indian scouts, a breech-
loading Iiotchkiss gun, and a Napoleon 12-pounder. Miles' total force con-
sisted of about 375 men,

On the morning of 30 September 1877, the camp of the Indians was
attacked by the soldiers. The Nez Perco knew of their coming only far
enough in advance to allow the Indians to take shelter in the ravines of
their encampment.

The horse band, numbering about 800 head, was cut off by a battalion of
cavalry. The other two battalions, accompanied by the scouts, attacked the
camp, but they had scarcely reached the Indian village before they were forced
to draw back under heavy fire.

For four days and nights the forces faced each other. The soldiers ap-
peared to have the situation under control, but they wore reluctant to make
another t..' at storming the Indian camp since this would obviously involve a
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heavy loi;s of life. They did, however, have the Indians ourroundod and were
inflicting heavy damage on thcm with their artillery. The Indians could not
escape through the lines without leaving behind their wounded, old women,
and children, and this Chief Joseph steadfastly refused to do.

Chief Joseph's only hope by now was Sitting Bull, Chief of the Sioux
Indians and an avowed enemy of the white man. (Clief Joseph thought that the
Sioux chief might come to his rescue as a result of the Sioux' hatred for
the whites. Sitting Bull was, at the time, just over the border in Canada.

The besieged tloz Perce slipped out messengers to the Sioux telling them
of their plight, and asking that the Sioux come to their rescue. As they
waited for Sitting Bull, they improved their defenses on the ground and held
their position, occasionally engaginS in light skirmishes with the soldiers.

But Sitting Bull never cameo

Rlaalizing that he could no longer hold out unassisted, on the mornins of
5 October 1877, Chief Joseph sent out a white flag. At sunset he rode out to
meet Colonel Riles and General Hloward, who had arrived on the scene only a
few hours before.

Surrendering the remnant of his small but heroic bando Chief Joseph said,
"I am tired of fighting. Our chiefs are killed. LookinG Glass is dead. Too-
Ilul-llul-Sute is dead. The old men are all dead. It is cold and we have no
blankets. The little children are freezing to death. MIy people, some of
them, have run to the hills and have no blankets, no food. ieo one knows where
they are, perhaps freezing to death. I want to have time to look for my
children and see how many I can find. Maybe I shall find them among the dead.
Hear me, my chiefs, I am tired. My heart is sick and sad, From where the
sun now stands, I will fight no more, forever."

"The surrender of Chief Joseph ended, in General Sherman's words, "One
of the most extraordinary Indian wars of which there is any record. The
Indians throughout displayed a courage and skill that elicited universal
praise; they abstained from scalping, let captive women Go free, did not com-
mit indiscriminate murder of peaceful families, and fought with almost scien-
tific skill, using advance and rear guards, skirmish lines and field fortifi-
cations."

Ilia conqueror, Colonel Nelson A. Miles, said of Joseph: "lie was the
brightest type of Indian I have ever known, very handsome, kind and brave....
an orator and the idol of his tribe."

NEZ PIXWE REiXRVATIONS

MISSOURI RUMI' COU'NTR'X

The surrender by Chief Joseph and his people was conditioned on their
being allowed to return home and live on the Lapwai Reservations Colonel Hiles,
who later became a close friend of the Nez Perce and a warm admirer of Chief
Joseph, endeavored to have that condition complied with. However, an order
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was issued by ',ashinLton in November 1877, to .,cnd all of the Nc!. PurcL- to
the ULis-nouri River country.

lliles reluctantly sent the whole band, ntuiberin- about 431 persons, as
prisoners to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where they wore delivered to an Indian '-
Agent on 21 December 1077. The Agent, H. ;, Jones of the quapaw Indian
Agency, put them on a train and took them south to Bar-ter Springs, 1'ansao,
the seame day. The next day the Indians and their belongings were loaded into
wagons and moved to the :Iodoc Reservation, part oL the cluapaw Lands near the
agency headquarters in what is now the State of Oklahoma.

A few weeks later the agent purchased from the Peoria and 'Hiaeii Indians,
7,000 acres of land as a home for Joseph and his band,

Chief Joseph, bitter because hi:j tribe had z•ot been allowed to return Lo
- old environs, refused to corrit hinmelf by accepting the land which had

b,:fla puvcha.ed for the tribo. It vas his contention that hio people would
never conoent to live there permanently.

~i

Approutimatoly two years aftur the Indian wocre. placed on the Hlodoc 11,esr-
vation, Chief Joseph accompanied an Indian Agent into the territory w.est of
the Arkansas ,liver to seek a permanent home for the 1hos Porce. A tract of
land encompaosing four totnahils on thc Ponca Reserve w.heire the Chikaskin
River emptied into the Salt Fork of the Arkansasa was finally selected. The
United States Congruus pasaed a bill authorizinG the purchase of this land,
and the No-. Porce completed the 100 mile journey to their new home in nine

days. They reported to the Ponca Agent, W,. H. Mhitenman, on 15 June 1879.
The number of Nee Pocrte movino to the new reservation was 370, to include men,
viien and children.

Indian Agent ,fliteman said that the 11cz Poree were an intelligent, reliGiou,;
and induatriouo people, ready and willing to work to help themsolves, and that.
ifL agricultural implements, farm animals, and seed were furnished them, they
could do much toward becoming self-supporting. They made good gardano in which
they raised melons, potatoen and other vuýsetablcs, They took encallent care
of the 96 head of catln 1.:sued thom. The Indian Agent reported that they
appeared to be natural herdsmen, and that they ahowed better Judgment in the
management of their stock than any other Indians he had ever knomm.

One hundrad and twenty-four meimbers of the tribe joined the Presbyterian
Miurch, and the piety, universal attundance, attention, and general good con-
duct of these people clwvated them In the eyes of the white settlers living
in surrounding areas. Poor ao they were, the Nez iPerce contributed $45 to buy
lumber and other materials to build a house for their pastor.

BAC TO 1112 NOTf1LSJT

Even the new land could not replace the longing this band had for its
homeland in the Lapwai Valley of Idaho. Love of coumtry, as in all brave
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p(eopiL'c , %jai, very trvons Wi the 1iu; VeIrce.

In 1.6,2, Thomas J. JoLdan, who had replaced 'ihiLctlan as Indian Agent,
strongly recotiiaended to the Indian Department that the Nez lirce be returned
to tho Northwest. lie said, "So brave, good and generous a people deserve
well of their govermetnt, and I can only express the hope that such action
will be taken at the coming Cong'ess in their behalf as may onable the
Department to furnish them with the horaes and implements which they need.
Such a people should not be allowed to perish, and this great Government can
afford to be generous and just."

It appeared that the prayers of the IndianB, the roconunndationa of
their agent, mad the long support of General Miles had finally prevailed when,
at the end of Hay 1083, by pernission of the Indian Department and at an ex- I
penes of ý1,625.00, which Ur. Jordan himself advanced, the Noz Porce starved
for Idaho and their old home.

"Chief Joseph and 113 of his followers who wore considered to have boon
loaders in the hootillties of 177, however, were not allowed to stop in
Idaho, but were takon on to the Colville Indian Reservation in Uashington
Teuritor).

In their new locwtio:, Chief Joseph again proved his worth as a wise
and capable leader. Unau. his direction, his people soon adjusted tham-
solves to their now aurrounldings, built homes, and cultivated the fertile
land on which they wore located, For 12 years, Chief Joseph lived quietly
on thin reservation, but in 1897, becoming alarmed by what he believed to be
naw encrouchmenta by the whites on the rights of the Indian, he again took up
the defense of his people; this time going to Washington and laying his
problems before President William Mciinley. Again it was General Miles, who
promised him that his people would not be molested in the lands they now
occupied.

Returning to the rooL-vation, Chief Joseph settled down to the peace and
quiet of old age, lie made one more trip to Washington, this time to pay a
friendly visit to President Theodore Roosevelt and to his old friend, General
Milese. During this Jourey, he took part in a Western show called "Cumunings
Indian Congress and Life on the Plains," while it was on exhibit at Madison
Square Garden in New York.

About a year after this trip -- on 22 Septamber 1904 -- Chief Joseph
dropped dead in front of his tepee; a poacofil ending for this brave Indian
military leader.

Tacticus, a famous historian of ancient Rome (54 - 119 A.D.) said;
"Reason and judgment are the qualities of a leader."

During his struggle againat the white man, Chief Joseph of the Neo terce.
Hdiplayed thP,%P qtial:l.tiPo in an outstanding manner. Although book-winn he was

17

....................................................

'a aa~.a~~a~aSL~.a L~ ~ . .ii Iau~UnUn* ~ M L *d~ "a . ! I. .



an uneducated individual, his inborn wisdom, honesty, courage, common sensc,

and ability to judge him fellow men, Indian or white, in the light of every

day ex�cpricnces, have set him aside as an excellent leader and discipl •narian.

Americans today can find a good lesson in loyalty when they review the

activities of this tribe and the extent to which the Indians were willing to

go to protect and preserve the land that they loved and the way of life which

they were convinced was best for them. The unfortunate war with the United

States in which the Ncz Perce engaged in 1877, has never been considered as

a blot on their tribal history. American historians consistently praise this
tribe for its gallant defense of home, family and native ground.

Few military operations are as difficult as a retreat, and none more so

than a retirement under close and constant enemy pressure through hostile
territory. This, Chief Joseph accomplished with remarl-able generalship. In
spite of the fact that in front of him were the troops of Colonel Nelson A.
Miles, at his rear, those of General 0. 0. Howard, and on his flank the forces
of Colonel Samuel D. Sturgis and his Indian scouts, he brought his little band
-- burdened with women and children -- to within 30 miles of the Canadian
border which was his objective.

In 11 weeks, Joseph moved his tribe approximately 1,600 miles, engaged
ten separate United States Army commands in 13 battles and skirmishes, and
in nearly evqry instance either defeated them or fought them to a standstill.
Chief Joseph had only 300 warriors, yet altogether he faced 5,000 troops.

General William T. Sherman rightfully termed this struggle "one of the

most extraordinary Indian wars of which there is any record."
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b. This Troop Topic is based on one of the great characters of American

history. It is designed to be flexible and lends itself to adaptation for

presentation in any manner desired by the commander. Utilization of supple-

mental historical material is encouraged. The leadership qualities of Chief

Joseph should be emphasized to provide an object lesson. A map of Chief

Joseph's retreat has been included for Vu-Graph use. Members of the audience

should be encouraged to read the Troop Topic in its entirety as an off-duty

project.

c. Post newspaper publicity is recommended.

d. The front cover of this pamphlit may be posted as a notice of the

Troop Information Hour.
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