T T e I YR R T SR LRI ¢ TRl T T L ety

—_— , @ S
CHIEF JOSEPH ﬂ_ Iy

lesson in . jE

LEADERSF

and DISC

U S ALY Lt aNYRY
HUmMA: s 0 ¢ iy

0cT 111882 ad
a@

Lox dubo,
Ft. Benning, Ga,

DDC

R - e
> OCT we Wiy ﬂ
- LL.aLJU UUTL

% N

kL S I\ 7mocF.
2 V. ! TOPICew

AIAQT5682

Hdg. Third Uni'l'od smn’p

'rmB TION_STATEMENT X |

TI M E PLA ‘ Approve d tor pubh telecse] l
TR LSS !




DISCLAIMER NOTICE _

THIS DOCUMENT IS BEST
QUALITY AVAILABLE. THE COPY
FURNISHED TO DTIC CONTAINED
A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF
PAGES WHICH DO NOT
REPRODUCE LEGIBLY.




LALLMt e

AJIIN (19 Sep 62) 1st Ind .
, SUBJICT: Troop Topic: "Chief Joseph - Lassen in Leadarship and Dtucipl‘
! \
; Hq US Army Infantry Center, Fort Bemning, Georgia, 4 October 1962 \
% TO: See Distribution
{ .
i 1. Forwarded for action pursuant to page 3, Inclosura 2, latter, ‘ ]
AJIIN, this headquarters, subject: "Troop Informstion Plan - Second &
Quarter FY 63," 11 June 1962, L ¢
! 2, This commication is effective until 1 January 1963 unless sooner }(
; rescinded or superseded. _{:
3 | FOR THE COMMANDER: ! fﬁf
2 ’ aé,
} [ 1 Incl ‘I‘H e, M N
3 i ne Captain, AGC Er
. L Asst Adjutant General ™
1 ; DISTRIBUTION: N
v i 1 - Secy. USAIS i
b - 1 = Cot8 :
| 7.~ Info Sec
L 1 -6
il v~ 16

o * - Chaplain
A 40 - CO, The Stu Bde, USAILS
;d : 35 ~ CO, USAIC Trp Comd

3 16 - CO, 428th Mad Bn
! 60 ~
E 2 - CO, Martin A Hosp
i 16 ~ CO, Lawson A Avn Comd
|
t

32 - CO, 151st Engr Gp (Cbt) .
2 « Pres, US Army Inf Bd A
2 - Chief, US Army Inf Human Research Unit '

paEY) D R

y

!

t

\

|

CO, lst Inf Bde Y'
j




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
AR!I FIELD UNIT, BENNING
U. §. ARMY RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR THE BEHAVIORAL _QND SOCIAL SCIENCES
®.0. BOX 2086, FORT BENNING. GEORGIA * 31905

PER1-1J 8 August 1979

SUBJECT: Shipment of Doucuments

Defense Documentation Center
Cameron Station

Alexandria, VA 22314

ATTN: Selection & Cataloging

The Documents in thesce shipments are approved for pubiic release. The
distribution is unlimited.

FOR TIIE CHIE}:

f

R&D Coordimator

REPRODUCED FROM
BEST AVAILABLE COPY



HEADQUARTERS
THIRD UNITED STATES ARMY
FORT MCPHERSON, GEORGIA /

Y

AJALN 19 SepSBNEF M9G2 )

\_‘( T' - et
SUBJECT: [ Troop Topic: 7'Chiief Josepi - Lesson in Leadership and Discipline"?‘ij7 '

TO: Conmanders of Organizations Indicated
in Distribution

\

The attaclhied Troop Topic is ~ . presentation as outlined in paragraph

7 and Inclosure 3 to letter, AJAIN, this headquarters, 8 August 1962, subject: |

"Troop Information Plan - Second Quarter, FY 1963,"

FOR THE COIDMANDER:

1 Incl J. B. ALESSIE
Troop Topic: 2d Lt, AGC ,
"Chief Joseph - Lesson in : Assistant Adjutant General
Leadexship and Discipline®
DISTRIBUTION: To be distributed as needed " DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT K
. , as follows: Approved for public ieleasel
A -- Active Army o Distsibution Unlimited.
Dowm to and including headquarters of
companies, batteries, separate detach~ TAQoeSSionrer :
ments, PMS and headquarters and units : ¥ — //’,
: of comparable size and responsibility ggIs_'G“h“‘
D -~ Senior Army Advisors (ARNGUS) U C TAB ’
E -- Class II installations and activities ) Jnaf?g:ncff‘ﬁ
F -~ Staff Sections, this headquarters usti °a°*“f7-———-——f
By, ' i
Distrimmt: -/
REPRODUCED FROM Availabi’ 'y Codes

BEST AVAILABLE COPY Avail and/or
: Dist, | special




St

=

TIHIRD UNITED STATES ARMY TROOP TOPIC

Headquarters Third United States Army
Information Section

\ CGHUIEF JOSEPH - LESSOM I! LEADERSHIP AdD DLSCIPLLIL

INTRODUCTION

One of the most calebrated names in Indian history is that of Chief
Joseph of tihe Nez Perco -~ a man whose character and military strategy have
long been chronicled in the annals of the 0ld ilest, related around campfires,
and recorded by Army officers and other writers of military uistory.

Tue Nez Perce Indians were given their name ~- uiich meant “pierced
noses! -« by the French, from the fact that in the early days of their tribal
history they wore rings in their noses, At the time thae white people of the
United States began their association with tuls tribe, '0ld Chicf Joseplf',
father of the celebrated Chicf Josepii of the Nez Perce, was its leader, The
tribe occupied a beautiful area in what is now Orepon, Idaho and Washingten, .

Vith the coming of the whites, the Indians were soliclited by the Governe
ment to cede their domain and move to a reservations The Indians were stoutly
opposed to this Ldea and valiant "01d Culef Joseph' scorned the requests of
the white man, saying that the Nez Perce loved thelr country and would never
consent to give it up,

The white man, however, wus persistent in his efforts, LEmployiug tactilcs
g that had been effective with other Indian tribes, he induced some of the minor
£ chiefs of the Nes Perce to enter into a series of treaties == in 1855, in 1863,
ﬁn : and in 1868 -= by which the Indians were to cede all of their domain except a 2
b small reservation in Idaho known as the Lapwal lands, Here, the white man B
sald, the Nez Perce were to scttle, -

3ince O0ld Chief Joseph was not a party to thesc treaties, he refused to
be bound by them, He was an old man =~ and on his daathbed he took the hand E
of his son and said to him: '"My son, my body is returning to my mother earth,
and my spirit is going very soon to sea the Great Splrit Chicf, Wien I am
gone, think of your country, You are the chief of thesec people, They look to
you to gulde them, Always remember that your fatlier never sold his country, oy
You must stop your cars whenever you are asked to sign a treaty selling your B
home, My son, never forget my dying words, This country holds your father's .
body., Never sall the bones of your father and your mother,"

ettt i

This son's name was also Joseph =~ the great Chief Joseph of Indian
history, i

* This Troop Topic discussas the Nez Perce tribe, thelr country, and their
leader; the events leading to the war between the United States and the Nez
Perce; the tribe's heroic retreat to immovrtality; and the outstanding leaders 1
ship displayed by thelr chief during this retreat,
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THE NEZ PHERCE - THEIR LAND AND LEADERS

Tilti TRIBK

The name Shahzptan is not a particularly familiar one, but it was the
name of a great family of tribes that occupied the Pacific Northwest before
the coming of the vhite man, The best knowm tribes of Shahaptans were the

- likitat, Umeatilla, Yakima, Yallawalla and Nez Perce Indians. Of these tribes,
. the most famous by far was the Nez Perce, .

As previously stated, the members of the ez Perce tribe were called
vstuck noscs" because it vas their custom, in earlier times, to pierce the
septum of the nose for ornaments and rings. This was a convenient chaFactcr—
ization, since in the Indian sign language, the INcz Perce could be casily
referred to by passing the extended finger under the nose. Anyone could
properly interpret the sign, '

The ez Perce tribe, while the people were alike and werc one in feecling,
was composed of several independent, confederated tribes. The most cormmon
method used by the vhite settlers for identifying them was to divide them
into the Upper and Lover llez Perce, The chief of the Lower Hez Perce at the
coning of the white man was 01d Chief Joseph, O01d Joscph was a decply re-
ligious man and an individual wvho continually strove to maintain peace with
the white man, The chief of the Unper ilez Perce was Big Thunder, He also
attenpted to maintain peace, and in so doing, entered into various treaties
wvith the Indian Agents which resulted in the lands of both tribes being
turned over to the Government and the Upper Tribe being removed to a reserva-
tion, : :

The Lowver llez Perce were a nomadic people, They were intelligent, re-

. ligious, and industrious, and werec always ready and willing to worlk to help

themselves. They made no pottery, but trere knowm as "stone boilers'; that

is, their fooc¢ was cooked in baskets treated to make them water-tight, or in
holes in rocks, by cropping hot stones into the containers of liquid, The
mai:ing of fine baskets was their chief craft, At onc time Hez Perce baskets
vere hignly prized by collectors and some of these baskiets may still be found
in muscuns throughout the country. Both coiled and tvined baskets tere pro-
ducecd in the area, their unique feature being a method of ornamentation desig-
nated as "imbrication' -~ onc decorative layer overlapping another, like fish
scales, , : . ' \

The lez Perce did no other weaving except rabbitskin blankets which con-
sisted of rabbit skins cut into long strips and wovea into rectangular pieces.
These blankets were used both as bedding and as robes., Otherwisdj~these
Indians vore clothing made from the hides of large animals such as deer, elk
and buffalo,

The country of the Nez Perce was rich in vegetable foods, jespecially
edible roots, The Nez Perce vere noted for their ability to subsist, wvhen
necessary, on root digging. The most important root staple was the camas, a

‘bulbous root gathered in large quantities and roasted in pits., ‘hen not eaten




at once, the roasted bulbs were pounded into macsh, made into loaves, coolcd
azain and then storved for future use, Tie roots of the kouse, a plant similarx
to the camau, werc available vhen the camas could not be harvested, ‘fherce
were many other cdible voots available to the Indians such ac bitter root,
carun and wild carrot,

The country of the licz Perce was also rvich in wild besrrics vhich, sun
¢ricd, forued an important food rescrve. Jbout the only wild sced used by
tue tribes was that of tihe sunflover, In times of ciitreme food shortage,
lichens, tiae inner bariis of pine trees, and pine nuts verce caten,

The trivutarics of tihe Columbia River and the many small rivers draining
into the Pacific Ocecan are the favorite gpawming waters for sclmon. Three
varictics of salmon verc available to the ilez Perce, cnd since these varietics
¢ic not 2all run at the same time, there were several periods during the year
when ample supplics of fish could be had for the taking. The surplus fish
vere dried, smoked and stored for the futurze. Spear-fishing was the nmost
cormon method used by the Indians, They had nothing that approximated the
nodern fish hook, but they did have dip nects and seines.,

liorres probably reached the lez Perce Indians about 1700, (Contrary to
popular belief, horses are not native to the Americas, but were brought to
this hemisphere by the 2arly Spanish conquistadors.) The coming of the horse
resulted in the same effect on the lez Perce housing habits as had been the
casc with the buffalo-hunting or plains Indians, The tepee uscd by the plains
Indians was adonted by the Nez Perce when traveling with horses. As permanent
residences, long, many~family structures were built, These vere A-shaped
structures composed of frameworks of poles covered vith mats, The tops were
open so that smolke from the long roir of family fires dowm the middle could
escape into the open air,

Little is known about the dress of the ilez Perce before the advent of the
white man, but, vhen first knowm, the men wore moccasins, leggings, breechicloth,
siirt and blanlket -~ all made from animal hides., The lNez Perce men scem to
have vorn full dress regularly, instecad of only on gala occasions, as among
other Iadians, The women dressed in skins too, wearing long, loose gowms
similar to thosc worn by the plains Indians.

The nomadic tribal characteristics of the Nez Perce were used to areat
advantage in their heroic retreat to the border of Canada,

LAUD OF TIL: s PERCE et

Amony the Indians, the Lower MNez Perce werc conceded to owm the country
south and cast of the Blue Mountains and west of the Snalke River, and as far
south as the Powder River, a tributary of the Snalie. It i5 tvrue that other
bands had the privilege of hunting and fishing there, just as the Lower Ne:
Peree had the privilejze of roaming or camping in the upper country, but the
right of control of the respective sections was never disputed between the
Indian bands,
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The Louver Nez Perce Indians moved to the upper country vhen Dr, llenry
Spaulding and his wife cstablished a school for Indians on Lapwai Crccg, east
of vhat is nou Lewiston, Idaho, in 1336, Dr. Spaulding sct out sceds ln‘the
hope of interesting the Indians in agriculture, Apple trces vere planted,
irrigation and power ditches were made and used, and a small grist and sav
mill was built and operated, The first printing press in the Orcgon country
vas brought to Lapwai by pack horsc and sct up to print a primer, 2 hymn bool,
and the Gospel of Saint llatthew in the Nez Perce language. The Lower Nez ‘
Perce stayed in the arca for a wvhile, but soon unfriendly feelings developed
betuween the Upper and Lower tribes and Old Chief Joseph was ordered to return
to his owm laond by Chief Big Thunder, and he did so. S

Cld Joseph and his people loved their country. It was not the most
attractive region in the world to the vhite man, but it suited the Indians.
On onc side the Snake River surged over its Rocky bed; on the other side the
Blue ijountains rose majestically, &Along the uvestern base the Grande Ronde
Niver swept through its great arc to the Snake, ‘Uithin thesc boundaries was
a rucged country impossible to cultivate, Through it, toward the ecast, ran
the Imaha Diver, dowvm a narrow vale; through it toward the northvest, flowed
the 'allowva liver -- the "winding ‘laters" -- with a valley larger and better
than any other stream in that arca. The valley of this river was the very
best of the land claimed by the Nez Perce, ’

. Captain .Jhipple, Indian igent, reported im 1875: “'The valley is only
Zit for stoclt raising, as a business, and not desirable for that in consequence
of lons vinters; but the Indian horses could live throusgh it vhile the white
nan's cattice would perish,'" Captain /hipple vvent on to say, '"The average
americen is not, as a rule, slow to take advantage of eligible openings to
sccurc land claims, but none scem to want the land in the ljallowa Valley."
ifeverthelese, this particular territory was soon to play 2 most important part
in the teimination of a long history of friencly relations between the Nez
Perce and the United States Government,

Wi.. PGOCE LUADERS

4 strange man vas 0ld Chief Joseph; a sturdy, strong~built man, with a
wvill of iron and a foresight that never failed him, Ilie had some strong notions
too, onc of vhich was that "no man owned any part of the carth, and 2 man
could not sell what he did not own."” HHis idea was that ovmerschip of land should
be linited to occupancy.

01¢ Joseph and the Iicz Perce Indians had been on friendly terms with the
vhite man for many years., Their call for missionaries; their support of the
cettlers ajainst the overbearing lludson's Day Company; their offer of pro-
tection to the whiite settlement at Lapwai vhen Dr, Vhiteman, a nissionary, was
murcered by the Cayuse Indians; their protection and cscort of Governor I. I.
Stevens! party on its visit to the Indians in Washington Territory in 1858
anc their assistance to U, S5, troops against hostile Indiang, are all recorded
in the history of the Jest, They gave the famous Lewis and Clark expedition
a reeeption +hich brought joy to the hearts of the weary ciplorers, They
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furnisied thoem with food and then vefused pay for it, and they looked atter
thelr worses and property while the cipedition went down the wiver; return-
ing them sadely in the spring,.

It iy crue that there was some Gifference of opinion among these Inciens
in regard to adopting the white man's veligion end ways, but none as to belnp
hWis friends, lilstory records that over a period of 100 years only one white
aen was :illed by the Heu Perce, and tuat was a case of nanslaujhter wilen
occurrcd in 18¢%,

In the carly 1840s, a son w:as born to O0ld Joscph. lils name was In=lut-
Too-Yah~-Lat-Lat, vhich meant "fThunder-Traveling-Over=-the=-ifountains,” To
the Americans, he was knotm as Youn(; Chief Joseph. To the vorld, since 1677,
e has been knowm as Chicel Joseph of the ez Perce, the "fled Hapoleon of the
Yest,! '

Youn~ Joseph was six feet in height, well built, of serious nature and
noble countenance, iic was grave and tihoughtful,. as becomes a ruler. lle was
shrevd and cautious, as becomes one who transacts business for a nation, .ie
vas cxact and resolute, as becomes onc vho must prescrve peace between tu
factions pronc to misunderstanding, lle was a man of sound recason and ood
judrment; both important qualitics in the make up of a good leader.

licarest and dearest to Josepsh, after the death of his father, was onc
of his brothevs, Cl-La~Cut. This brotiier was a little younger than Joseph
and was tall, handscme and gay in naturc, Doth of the youths attendec lirs.,
Spaulding's mission school. It appecars that the good sced which vwas sovm in
the sciuool vipened into good deeds later, Their training in the mission
school’ could account for at least a part of their honorable conduct when war
came,

fis tinme went on, vhitec men became more numerous in-the ‘Jest. They came
to ez Perce country to hunt for gold and many of them remained there. Young
Chief Josephr ruled his people so wisely that no warfare occurred during the
cold-scciking period, ‘
BAC.GROUMD FOR AR

TIE TRIATIZS OF 1055 AND 13563 . \

For all the favors the Lower Hez Perce tribe had rendered to the white
nman, it asked only onc in return: to be allowed to keep the land of their
forefathers, ilallowa Valley, in castern Oxecgon. B

The Lower ilez Perce never intentionally signed any treaty with the white
man or cntered into any negotiations with him that would allow him to take
clain to their ancestral home betweea the Grande Ronde and Snake Rivers.

The Upper Hez Perce did sell their land, with the exxception of the
Lapwai Rescrvation, and inadvertently became the media through which the Lower
llez Perce finally lost their ifallowa Valley holdings,
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It came about this way: In 1055, 0ld Chief Josepa, in conjunction with
other llez Perce chieftains, did sell certain vestern lands to the white man
with the understanding that sueh lands as were not sold by this instrument
sould be weld by the Indians == all iles Perce tribes == as commion property.
3y joining in the Trecaty of 1055, 0ld Joseph acknouledged the.eiistence of a
sencral tribal orjanization, and fox this reason the tribe had authowity to
bind him later, in 1003, vhen a majority of the chiefs, counting all of the
vands to.ether, sold ¢ll of their land ecxcept the Lapwval Qeservation, Dy
this means, they sold Joseph's land also, '

tThere vas never any pretense that the Uppew Hew Perce actually intended
to scll the land of the Lower tribe, nor did it ever -claim the pover to ¢o
s0. Curther, there is nothing in the records to indicate that the Governnent
cormissioners at the time felt that they were purchasing Louer lNez Perce land,
1t does not appear that anyonc, whitc or Indianm, understood that the Treaty
of 1263 included the sale ol the Uallowa Valley.

01ld Joseph went to his grave in 1371, in blissful ignorance of the fact
that the land he loved and claimed was not nis land. Captain thipple stated
that "uniformly and with violence, to his last hour, he (0ld Joseph) asserted
to his children and friends that he had never surrendercd his claim to this
(:’alloua) Valley, but that he left it to them as their inheritance, vith
the injunction never to barter it away."

So Young Joseph, acting on his father's word, continued to remain in
northecastern Orcgon, even though, legally, the territory no longer belonged
to his tribe, '

In September 1375, General Oliver O, Howard, US Army Commander of the
Department of the Columbia, reported to his superiors: "I think it a great
mistalte to talie from Joseph and his band of NMez Perce Indians that (Vallowa)
valley., The vhite people really don't wvant it, I think gradually this '
valley will be abandoned by the white people, and possibly Congress can be
induced to let thesc recally peaccable Indians have this poor valley for their
oun," ' ’

The sugoestion contained in this report was turned down, and General
Hovard was ordered by the Department of the Interior to place the Nez Perce
on the Lapwai Reservation, Howard met with the tribe and found out: ---as he
must have anticipated -- that the Indians were unwilling to be relocated.

General ilowvard held three councils with the Nez Perce, the last on 7 May
1877. e

FACIUG THZ THEVITADLL

There were a number of reasons why the licz Perce Indians objected to
being moved to a reservation, The first, of course, being that they preferred
their ovm country, '
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secoad, tuese nomadic Indlans did not want to be hampered in tueir
movencats  from oae place to another, Tuey knew taat going on a reserva-
tion meant stayiay tuere ciucept for sucu journcys as migat be sanctioaed
by tuc walte man's government,

Tiae C.ird reason tuat tue lew Perce did not want to go to Lapwai was
tiat titeir culef wealtn was in tncir bands of horses, and these they knew
taey vould have to give up if tiuey moved to a reservatioa. (The Nez Pcveo.
Iadians are credited with having developed the breed of stock norses vic
now kiow as the Appaloosa.) On tie reservations, 20 acres of land werc
allotted to cacih wcad of a family. :

Obviously, running norge bands on such limited acreage was out of tue
question.

In spite of their objections to reservation life, it soon became clear
to tiie Lower ilez Perce tribe that t.cy were going to nave to move. Remind-.
iag ois tribe that it had never fought against tae wirite man, Chief Joseph
stated, "I said in my heart taat rather than have war, I would give up ny
country. I would give up my fatuer's grave, I would give up cverything
ratiaer than have tie blood of the wiite man upon tiac nands of my people,"

Thus, dpparcntly, tiie Nez Perce resigned themselves to the inevitable.
Oa 14 ilay 1377, the Government gave tihe tribe 30 days to gather up its
belongings and move., Tihe Indians began tiheir preparations,

THE NEZ PERCE WAR

T DECLSION TO RESIST

To all intents and purposes, the matter of moving tae Lower Nez Perce
Iadians to Lapwai was a closed issue, Chief Josepi had stated that he would
anot fight tue white man, the Government had set a resettlement date, and the
Indians were preparing to meet that date,

When tihe white man's councils sad been ended and the Indlans were brought
at last face to face with the grave issues involved in giving up many of the
posscssions they had long loved and caerished -~ not the least of which was the
vallowa Valley territory =-- they began to take a new look at the Government
order to move, They had 30 days to complete their packing; 30 days in which
to decide waat could be moved and what must be left behind ox disposed of,

It would appear that as much time was spent around the council fires as
was spent in making preparations for tihe journey northeastwsrd to Lapwai. At
cacl; tribal council the desire to resist the move grew stroager among the
warriors. Chief Josepu stoutly defended his decision not to fight, Never-
theless, he was over-ruled by a majority vote of the tribesmen to fight the
soldiers when they came to escort the Indians to their new home.

’

During the council mcetings, a part of thc tribe opposed anluding the
settlers in any action against the white man's army, This group felt that
tiie settlers would remain neutral and would make good neighbors when the issue

D RAREANEASE



uas finally settled. Again, hovever, & majority ruled in the opinion that
it vas tie settlers wuo had brought about the liez Perce difficulties to
start with, and that they should be retaliated against in any action vhich
might have to be taken in conncction vith holding the tallowa Valley.

thouzir Chief Josepn
s inevitable and
a lecacer, Instead,

Pacliing stopped and entrenciment activities besan. Al
LA Fad
Lo

io¢ counseled peace with the vhite men, he felt that war

v
[
~

P

joined his tribesmen, e did not relinquish his risats a

e tool: cherje of the preparations for resistance and attempted to male up for
the .icn Poevee deficiency in nuabers by developing rapidity of movement and
maneuverebility of pocition zmong his warriers, Joseph had no intention of mect-
ing the U. 8. troops with a wild, undiscinlinec band of savazes. ile made his
figuters practice military movements until they becane proficient in them,

& Ceaneral Shanks vho was a nember of the Indian Comnission, stated later
taat "Joseph's party was thovouznly diseiplined; they rode at a full gallop
along the nowmtain side in a steady formation by fours; formed tuos at a
given signel ith perfect precision to cross a narrov bridge; then galloped

into & linme, weined in to a sudden halt ond dismounted with as much system ag
0 oy 1 aqs 1P
i -Uu alu.

On 13 Junc 1377, the 30~day “preparation period” was over, but the soldiers
¢id not arrive to escort the Iacdians to the reservation. Instead, over on the
salwmon River, tinrce Hez Perce Indians ikilled an old hermit, On the moiming of
the 1l4th, they lilled three move settlers -- and in the aftermoon, they killed
still anotiicr, llounted on the horscs of tieir victins, they hurried to the
Camas Praivie vhere the main body of the lic: Perece vere camped, and rode
throush the camp displaying the spoils of their bloodshed as they called on
otuers - to join them, '

Unfortunately, Ciief Joseph and his biother Ol-La<Cut wvere no: in camp,
They had sct their tepees at come distance avay due to the illness of Joseph's.
wife, ‘/hite Bird, vho stood next to Joseph in rank and influcnce, gave way to
the ricing hysteria and himsel” rvode through the camp velling, "All must jein
aov.  there is blood! You will be suniched if you delayl"

In all, only 17 warriors joined the orizinal thrce narauders as they turned
baci: toward thie Salmon River, They killed eight morc settlers on the way,
Dgri.g the nigit, another wvar party slipped out of the camp to attaclk the people
of Cottonuood ilouse -~ a ranch on the road between ifount Icaho and Fort Lapwrai
== 25 they tricd to escape to liount Idaho, 411 whites in the party werc killed.

Chief Joseph, vho had continually protested against hostilities, knew
noy ‘that tiaere would be no way to avoid open conflict, Returning té&-<ghe main
carp he took control of the situation and ordered the tribe to move to a good
defensive position in vhite Bird Canyon, liere, he prepared to make a stand
agzainst the troops. ‘

The Nez Perce, arrayed for battle, did not have long to wait for the arrival
of U, 5, military forces, -4 detachment of 20 men put out quickly from Fort
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Lapvai, Upon reaching Grangeville, four miles £rom Mount Idaho, on the
evenlng of 16 June, the company was joined by 10 eivilians., Together they
marched on through the night to thite Bird Canyon, 16 miles away. Leach-
ing the head of the canyon at daybreak, they began tlielr descent of the
broad trail, intending to surprise the Indians and prevent thelr escape
across the Salmon River,

Voim in the canyon, Chief Joscph obscrved the appreoach through his spy-
glass. A party of mounted warriors was dispatched to an ambush site behind
a hill on the gsouth side of the canyon, In truc gucrrilla fashlon, the rest
of the Indiang, under Joseph, were crouched on the ground, aquarely aeross
the treil, but hidden behind rocks, The soldiers were allowed to procced
well within range, then overy rock and bush poured forth fire, At the samc

time, the party of mounted warriors came into the clear to the left of the
column of soldiers.

The foromost ranks of the troopers deployed to cengapge the force in
front, and the rear viecled to meet the £lank movement, llen werc falling;
the Indlans vere moving on the hills, maling toward the rear. The gallant
troopers fell baclt te the next ridge, but this was soon talen by the Indians,
The Indians verce pressing along the sides of the canyon to gain its head
and cul off votreat, Part of the command reached the asecent and hurtried out
== the remainder vere cut off, The Indians vere upon them in a moment, thin-
ning thedr vanks vith murderous fivce, through which only a few were able to
make their way to the summit, The Indians pursued the troops for approxie

wately 12 miles, but by that time the officers had regrouped their men and
the soldiers retired in gocd order.

Chief Joseph, through good leadexship and discipline, and by employing
supordor tactics, had fought and won his first battle with the white man,

THE _5..COND_BATWLE

ihe Indian victory came as a complete surprise to the vhites, No one
had really cipceted tho Indlans to fight, The initlal raids conducted by
the lez Perce had been interproted by the settlers as just an outburst of
anger. The last thing, perhaps, that the military leaders had anticipated
rag that the Hez Perce would cnter any battle as well-organized, well-disci-
plincd troops instead of sniping, mavauding bands of unorthodox killers,

Recognizing a foe worthy of his best cfforts, General Howard took to the
field with approximately 400 troops, a howltzer, and two gatling gunas, Chilef
Joseph had only about 300 warriors, with the squaws of the tribe acting as
asglstants, This band consisted of a small group under Too=lul-Hul=Sute, the
Medicine Han; a larger group under a warrior called Looking Glass, and two

morc units under warriors Flve lounds and Rainbow, In top command, of course,
was Chictf Joseph.

on 11 July 1877, General Howard and his assembled troops were in sight
of the Indians vho had crossed the country to the Lapwai reservation and
taken a position on the Clearwater River, lith sure Instinct, they had chosen
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a site from vhich they could oppose lloward's crossing, or withdrau if nced
be, in any direction, ‘'ilo General," General lowvard wrote later, ''Could
have chosen a safer position, or one morc likely to punzle and obstruct the
5 foe,"

! As the soldiers advanced to engage the eneny, they left two supply

trains beliind, unguarded, Chicf Joseph took quick note of the situation

and dispatched 30 warriors to attack the trains. The spy=glass (telescope) 4

of one of thc Army offlcers caught this movemont just in a nick of time., A ; A

‘ . nessenger was sent back to hurry the trains into the lines, and a troop of k

i P cavalry galloped to their defense, The Indians, howevar, were fixst to
reach the smaller wagon train, and before they could be driven off they had
killed two packers and disabled their animals, The larger train was able to
reach the battle line with no damage.

i L T
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All afternoon the battle raged, with its charges and countercharges, its 4
feinting and fighting, Through the night, both parties were busy strengthen- ;
; ing their breastworks and at the same time engaging in sporadic sniping at '
- the enemy, i

On the morning of 12 July, the battle was renewed with little advantage
to cither side until the middle of the afternoon when a fresh troop of cavalry i
appearcd to reinforce Howard. This brought Howard'a total streagth to approiil- ; 1
mately 700 men. :

The artillery moved bacl: to meet the now unit and, having made a junction p
with it, they struck the enemy line on the left and charged dowm on it, The : '
Indians fought stubbornly, but finally gave way before the terrific onslaught,
The victorious troops pressed them so hotly that the artillery was in range of

; the Indiun camp before tha Nez Perce could strike thelr tepees, :
!

% Seeking safety in rectreat, the Indians were able to effect an escape with 2
g their horse banda and sufficient supplies for battle purposes. Defore the - j

troops could cross the river and take up the chase, however, a new contingent

of Indians appecared on the right front, apparently bent on attacl, thile the

i % soldiers made preparations to turn and receive this new force, the remainder ,
: of the Indians continued their f£light, and when the preparations of the soldiers

' : had been completed, they found that their new ememy had disappeared, Chief
: Joseph's feinting action had boen completely successful,

In the morning, the troops continued theilr pursuit of the retreating
Indians, still in sight from the heights, only to fall into an ambuscade sot
up by the Nez Perce rear-guard., The troops were thrown into utter confusion,
Night found the Indians safely encamped in an almost impregnable position, at
the entrance to the Lolo Trall,

£ ey T

Joseph had fought his second battle against heavy odds, and though beaten i
off, had brought his forces out of tho conflict most favorably.
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VTREAT TO LiRIORTALILY

While Chlel Joscph was cncamped on the Lolo Irall, a detachment of
soldiors was sent tn cut off his retreat and attack him from the rear,
But Joseph was not so casily trapped. The detachnent was hardly under way
before the wily chief broke camp and fell back beyond the danger point.

The Indians began a lonely trek up the Lolo Trail, across the Bitter
Root lountains, and down the Bitter Root River into ilontena, At that time,
any mountain trail vas bad == and Indlan trails especlally so. Sharp rocks,
fallen timbers, slippery pltches and roaring torrents made the golng wrough,
but, according to General illiam T, Sherman, the Lolo Trail was the worst
of the lot, 8aid ha, "Ihis L5 universally admitted by all who have traveled
it as one of the worst trails for man and boast on thiu continent."

The Nez Perce traversed it safely,

They kaew the country = and they
outmarched General lloward and escaped,

Ag they made thelr way out of the mountains into the Bitter leot Valley
on 25 July 1877, the Nez Perce found their way blocked by a force of Negulars
and volunteers, about 65 in all, under the command of Captain C, C. Rawn,
Strongly entrenched and under orders to stop Joseph at all cost, Captain Rawm
made ready to fight, Looking Glass, of the Nez Perce, talked to Captain Rawm
and askod that the Indians be allowed to pass in peace, Rawm vefused such
passage, but the volunteer force under his command overrode his decision, “he
Hez Perce had always been knovm as "good" Indiens in the Ditte. Root country.
The settlers therc had naver had any grounds Zor complaint against their
actions as they had traveled back and forth through the arca in previous yeavu,
The volunteers allowed the llex Perce to pass in peace, 'Thelr claim vas that
they "had not lost any Indians and conscquently were not hunting for any',

The Indians not only passed in pecace, but traded with the vhite settlors
along the way as wells In passing, they left behind a spy who stayed over in
the little town of Corvallis until General lloward's troops passed throuzh,

then sped on his way to Chief Josepl with full particulars on the U, §, military
forces,

In the meantime, Howard had telegraphed alicad to General John 4, Gilbon,
whio was stationnd near llelena, to cut the escape route of the lez Perce,

Gibbon hurriedly scraped together what forces he could muster == approximatoly
17 officers, 132 cavalrymen, and 34 private citizens. ile scouted the Indlanas,
learned the location of their camp at Big Hole Basin, and attacked it at dawm,
Within 20 minutes, tho surprised Hez Perce were driven from the site, and

Gibbon occupied it, planting a howitzer at the location,

Chief Joseph had trained his warriors well, and they did not retreat fav
before regrouping and counterattacking. The soldiars were completely surprised
by the quick maneuveriny of the Indians and were soon driven out of tha camp,
The Indians captured the howltzer and settled down to a furious, day-long
battle of rifle fire from behind breastworks. By nightfall, the Nez Perce

wvere exhausted and thelr forces crippled, Thay gathered their supplics and
moved out of the camp voluntarily.
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The Indians were not alone in their crippled condition, General Gibbon
had been wounded in the battle as he fought beside his men, and the troops
were wounded and weary, 5ix Medals of lionor were later awarded U, S.
soldiers for gallantry in action during this particular engagement,

P IR e T

By Sunday, 19 August, Cialef Joseph and his people hiad again crossed the
Contiuental Divide into Idaho, and had made camp on the great Camas Prairie
which lies west of what is now the National Park, on the Yellowstone River,
The tribe had captured 250 good horses, replenished their supplies and put
thelr forces jin excellent condition,

ENSET- N P

g
4

General Howard's forces were only one day's march behind the Indiana.
They too, were camped on the Camas Prairie,

T T AR T R T

A detaciment from loward's command had been sent aliead to Tacher's Pasa,
the most accessible roadway across the divide into tne park, The remainder
of the troops slept peacefully, with sentinels and pickats properly posted,
blissfully unaware of the dark forms creeping toward them through the open
grasa, Suddenly, off toward the east, the sentinels sighted a troop ol
about 40 horsemen riding toward the camp, back over the trail of the Nez ‘
, Perce, They rode in a column of fours regularly, and without haste, The g
&4 : Army pickets thought they must be the Tazher's Pass detachment returning to
?‘ camp, Actually, they were Indian riders bent on stampeding the Army's horses

and mules! As the Lorsemen came within hailing distance they were challenged.
Their answer betrayed their ldentity and the pickets opened fire, The
answering Indlan cry startled the soldiers from thelr sleaep,

P TR TR T AT

When the air cleared after a rapid exchange of small arms fire, it was
found that all of the Army's hiorses and mules that had not been hobbled ox
staked out were scampering away Into the night with the Indians in hot pursuit,

Fortunately, enough horses were left to mount three companies of cavalry=-
. mén, who immediately took off after the Indians, They recoverad about S0

N ; head of the loose animals, but by morning, the Indians had been able to return
- and stampede about half of these!l

Following this foray, Chief Joseph continued his masterly retreat through
Tacher's Pass by skillfully bye-passing Howard's forward detachment,

S P PU S DIV MU J NP

Credit must be given to Joseph for the accomplishment of & most success=
ful maneuver, By lmmobilizing Howard, tlie Indiana ware now free to move toward
; their goal, They turned east to cross the mountains, intending to turn north
o up the plains once they had cleared the mountain barrier, Their intended
I path would take them through Yellowstone National Park, across Baronet's Bridge,
! and over Clark's Fork of the Yellowstone. By this movemant, Chief Joseph
| hoped to avoid Colonel Samuel D, Sturgis, who had been warned concerning Joseph,
1
|

Lt enak

and who had come over from the Powder River country with six troops of cavalry ‘
== 359 men == and a number of friendly Crow Indian scouts, oo

On 13 September, Colonel Sturgls overtook the Nez Parce on the sage=
brush plalng across the Ysllowstone River, The rear-guard of the Indian band
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enpaged tie troops wiille thie vemainder of the tribe turned into tie narrow )

valley ol Canyon Crack, One detaclment of troops, however, managed to ‘ '
{ civcle around tie fighting, and pressed the retrecating band so closely that
‘ over 400 ponies had to be abandoned by the Lndians,

All day the Indians dropped back, figiting for every foot of ground; at
' dark, the exhiausted soldiers withdrew to camp at the mouth of tue canyon, . 3
On the following day, Stursis was reinforced by a large body of Crow ]
Indians, vho pressed the ilez Perce so vigorously that 500 more ponies had 3
to be left behind, ilevertheless, Sturgis' forces were not able to move fast . Y
onougii to close the gap between tuemsclves and the llez Porce, E

The Indlans retirod up the Mussel Shell River and then, elreling back
of the Judith lountains, crosscd the Missouri River at Cow Island, the low
water mark of the Uppoer Missouri, llere, tlie Indlans attacked a small ene
campment of soldiers but withdrew after burning thelr supplies, Moving on
Lo the nortn, Chief Josepii drove hils people at a killing pace, Vinter was
comlug und behind him were three pursuerss Howard, Gibbon and Sturgis,
There was no time for the Indians or their ponies to rest,

|

i At the end of September, the Nez Perce finally ontered the Bear Paw
. Mountalne fn the north central part of what iu now tue State of Montana,
| and paused to rest, only onc day's journey =« approximately 30 miles ==
| from thelr goal, the Canadian border, 5o far, they had managed to clude
1 every force that had attacked them over their long journcy, and now they
; | felt tuat they were safe, at least for a while,

i
i
|
|
|
|
|

Unfortunately for the Indians, ticir worst enemy was one they could
| wot gee =~ tue telegraph, This new and invisible foe was soon to play a
b : most impoxtant part in their dowmfall,

E Colonel Nelson A, Miles (later to become Lieutenant General), having
I been notified of the position of the Lndians by telegraph, was soon on his
way from Fort ileogh with & force of threc battalions of cavalry, a company
and a half of infantry, a detachment of white and Indian scouts, a breech=
loading Hotcikiss gun, and a Wapoleon 12-pounder, Miles' total force cone P
slated of about 375 men, k

On the morning of 30 September 1877, the camp of the Indians was ' 4
attacked by the soldiers, The llez Perce knew of their coming only far ’

| enough in advance to allow tie Indians to take shelter in the ravines of
’ thelir encampment,

The horse band, numbering about 800 head, was cut off by a battalion of
cavalry, The other two battalions, accompanied by the scouts, attacked the

camp, but they had scarcely reached the Indian village before they were forced }
to draw back under heavy fire,

For four days and nights the forces faced each other, The soldiers ap=

peared to have the situation under control, but they were reluctant to make 3
another t:; at storming the Indian camp since this would obviously involve a
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heavy loss of life. They did, liowever, have the Lndians gurrounded and were
infllcting heavy damage on them with their artillery. The Indians could not
escape through the lines without leaving behind their wounded, old women,
and children, and this Chief Joseph stecadfastly refused to do,

Chief Joseph's only hope by now was Sittiny Bull, Chief of the Siloux
Indfans and an avowed enemy of the white man, Chief Joseph thought that the
Sioux chief might come to his rescuec as a result of the Sioux'! hatred for
the whites, 8itting Bull was, at the time, just over the border in Canada,

The besieged licz Perce slipped out messengers to the Sioux telling them
of their plight, and asking that the Sioux come to their resecue, As they
walted for Sitting Bull, they improved their defenses on thc ground and held
their position, occasionally engaging in light skirmishes with the soldiers,

But Sitting Bull nevor came,

Realizing that he could no longer hold out unassisted, on the morning of
5 Qetober 1877, Chief Joseph sent out a white flag. At sunset he rode out to
meat Colonel Miles and General lloward, who had arrived on the scene only a
few hours before,

Surrendering the remnant of his small but herole band, Chief Joseph said,
"I am tired of fighting. Our chiefs are killed, Looliing Glass is dead, Too=
Hulellul=Sute is dead, The old men are all dead, It 18 cold and we have no
blankets, The little children are frcezing to death, My pcople, some of
thom, have run to the hills and have no blanketa, no food, ilo one knows where
they are, perhaps freecing to death, I want to have time to look for wmy
childeen and sec how many I can find, Maybe I shall find them among the dead,
Hear me, my chiefs, I am tired, My heart is sick and sad, From where the
sun now stands, L will fight no more, forever,"

The surrender of Chief Joseph ended, in General Sherman's words, “'Ouc
of the most extraordinary indian wars of which there is any record, The
Indians throughout displayed a courage and skill that elicited universal
pralse; they abstalned from scalping, let captive women po free, did not com-
nit indigeriminate murder of peaceiul families, and fought with almost scien-
tific skill, uaing advance and rear guards, skirmish lines aund field fortifie
cations,"

lis conqueror, Colonel Nelson A, lMiles, sald of Joseph: "He was the
brightest type of Indian I have ever known, very handsome, kind and brave....
an orator and the idol of his tribe,"
NEZ PLRCE REUERVATIONS

MISSOURL RIVER COUNWTRY

The surrender by Chief Joseph and his people was conditioned on their
being allowed to raturn home and live on the Lapwal Reservation, Colonel Miles,
who later bocame a close friend of the lHez Perce and a warm admirer of Chief
Joseph, endeavorcd to have that condition complicd with, Illowever, an order

e




was Lssued by Washington in November 1877, to send oll of the llcs Perece to
the illssourl River country.

ltiles reluctantly sent the whole band, numberiny about 431 persons, as
prisonexs to Fort Leavenworth, Ransag, where they were delivered to an Indlan
Agent on 21 Deecember 1877, The Agent, U, VW, Jones of the Quapaw Indian
Agency, put them on a traln and took them south to Bauter Springs, lansas,
the samec day., 7The next day the Indlans and their belongings were loaded into
vagons and moved to the ilodoc Reservation, part of the quapaw Lands necar the
agency headquarters in what is novw the State of Oklahomas

A fow wocks later the agent purchased from the Peorla and Miami Indians,
7,000 acres of land as a liome for Joseph and his band,

Chief Joseph, bitter becausc his tribe had not been alloved to roturn to
.. old environs, refused to commit himself by accepting the land which had
beun purchased for the tribe, It was his contention that his poople would
never conucnt to live there permanently.

A 5:20M) MOV

Approximatoly two ycars aftor the Indlans were placed on the lodoc Resor-
vation, Chief Joseph accompanicd an Indian Agont into the territory west of
the Avkansas ddlver to seok a4 permanent home fox the NHes Povces A tract of
land encompansing four towmships on the Ponca Reserve vheore the Chikaskia
River enptied into the Salt Fork of the Arlkianvas was finally selected, The
United Gtates Congruus passcd a bill authorizing the purchase of this land,
and the Noo Perce comploted the 180 mile journmey to tholr nev home in ninc
days, They reported to the Ponca Agent, \/, H. Whiteman, on 13 June 1879,

The nuaber of ilei Pewrce moving to the new raservation was 370, to include nen,
vomen and children,

Indian Agent Jhiteman sald that the Ueu Perce were an intelligent, veligious
and industrlous people, ready and villing to work to help thomselves, and that
if agricultural implements, farm animals, and sced were furnished thoem, they
could do much tovard becoming scli-supporting. They made good gardens in vhich
they ralsed mclons, potatoes and other vejgetubles, They toolk exccllent care
of tho 96 head of cattle issucd thom, The Indian Agent raeported that they
appearcd to be¢ matural herdomen, and that they shouved better judgment in the
managetment of theiv stock than any other Indians he had ever knowm,

Onc hundred and tventy=-four members of the tribe joined the Presbyterian :
Church, and the ploty, unilversal attendance, attention, and general good con-
duct of these poeople clevated thom in the eyes of the white acttlers living
in currounding areas, Poor as they vere, thae Nez Ferce contributed $45 to buy
lumber and othor materials to build a housc for their pastor.

BACK_TO_THE NORTINEST

Even the new land could not replace the longing this band had for its
homeland in the Lapwal Valley of Idaho, Love of country, as in all brava
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peoples, was very stronyg in the Hex Yeree,

In L3852, Thomas J. Joudan, who had replaced ‘hiteman as Indian Agent,

' strongly rocormended to the Indian Department that the Nez Perce be returned
; to the Nerthwest, 1llc said, "So brave, good and generous a pecople deserve

i well of their government, and 1 can only express the hope that such action

I will be taken at the coming Congress in their behalf as may cnable the

! Department to furnish them with the horses and implements which they need,

| Such a people should not be allowed to perish, and this groat Government can
|

|

i

afford to be generous and just,"

A ST ST

It appeared that the prayers of the Indians, the recommendations of
thelr agent, and the long support of General Miles had finally prevailed when,
at the end of May 1083, by pormlssion of the Indian Department and at an exe
penaa of $1,625,00, which Mr, Joxrdan himself advanced, the llez Perce started
f for Idaho and tholr old home,

TR AT TR A

i Chicf Joseph and 118 of his followers who were considored te have beon
! leaders in the hostilities of 1877, however, were not allowed to stop in

! Ldaho, but vere taken on to the Colville Indian Reservation in Uashington
Tevvitory,

T TS IR T I TR T

' In thalxr new locutioen, Chlef Joscph again provaed his worth as a wise
and capable leader, Unawur his directlon, his poople soon adjusted them= b
: selves to thoelr new aurvoundings, built homes, and cultivated the fertile
land on which thoy wore located, Fox 12 years, Chief Joseph lived quietly

on this resexvation, but in 1897, becoming ularmed by what he believed to be
nowv encrouchments by the whites on the rights of the Indian, ho agailn took up
the dofense of his people; this time golng to Washington and laying his

problems before President William McKinley, Again it was Goneral Miles, who .
prowlsed him that his poople would not Le molested in the lands they now b
occupiled, ;

T W U S e g

Returning to the roucrvation, Chicf Joseph settled down to the peacc and :
quict of old age, le made one more trip to Washington, this time to pay a
", friendly visit to President Theodorc Roosevelt and to his old friend, General
k| Miles, During this journey, he took part in a Western show called "Cumnings 1
3 Indian Congrese and Lifo on the Plains," whilae it was on axhibit at Madison A
! Square Gatden in New York, :

T R T

: . 1
: About a year after this trip =~ on 22 Septomber 19046 =« Chief Joseph 5
dropped dead Lo front of his tepea; a peacefil ending for this brave Indian
military leader,

SUMMARY ki

Tacticus, & famous historian of ancient Rome (54 -~ 119 A,D,) said; b
"Reason and judgment are the qualities of a leaader," 1

TR R TR T A O T e

During his struggle against the white man, Chicf Joseph of the Nez Perce
dlaplayed these qualitice in an outstanding manner, Although hook-wine he was
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an uneducated individual, his inborn wisdom, homesty, courage, common sensc,
and ability to judge his fellow men, Indian or vhite, in the light of cvery
day expericnces, have set him aside as an excellent leader and discipl inarian,

Americans today can find a good lesson in loyalty when they review the
activities of this tribe and the extent to which the Indians were willing to
go to protect and preserve the land that they loved and the way of life which
they were convinced was best for them, The unfortunate war with the United
States in vhich the Hez Perce engaged in 1877, has never been considered as
a blot on their tribal history, £4merican historians consistently praise this
tribe for its gallant defense of home, family and native ground,

Few military operations are as difficult as a retreat, and none more so
than a retirement under close and constant enemy pressure through hostile
territory, This, Chief Joseph accomplished with remarizable generalship. In
spite of the fact that in front of him were the troops of Colonel Welson A.
Miles, at his rear, those of General O, O, Howard, and on his flank the forces
of Colonel Samuel D, Sturgis and his Indian scouts, he brought his little band
== burdencd with women and children =- to within 30 miles of the Canadian
border which was his objective, ’

In 11 weeks, Joseph moved his tribe approximately 1,600 miles, engaged
ten separate United States Army commands. -in 13 battles and skirmishes, and
in nearly evgry instance either defeated them or fought them to a standstill,
Chief Joseph had only 300 warriors, yet altogether he faced 5,000 troops.

General William T, Sherman rightfully termed this struggle ''one of the
most extraordinary Indian wars of which there is any record,"
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b, This Troop Topic is based on one of the great characters of American
history. It is designed to be flexible and lends itself to adaptation for
presentation in any manner desired by the commander, Utilization of supple=
mental historical material is encouraged, The leadership qualities of Chief
Joseph should be emphasized to provide an object lesson, A map of Chief
Joseph's retreat has been included for Vu-Graph use. Members of the audience
saould be encouraged to read the Troop Topic in its entirety as an off-duty
project.

c. Post newspaper publicity is recommended,

d. The front cover of this pamphlet may be posted as a notice of the
Troop Information Hour, ’
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