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Command and Staff Department
UNITED STATES ARMY INFANTRY SCHOOL

Fort Benning, Georgia
6135

FUNDAMENTALS OF OFFENSIVE COMBAT 6136
6 137

ADVANCE SHEET 6170
(inclosure 1 to Accompany)

Section I

PURPOSE? To provide the student with a general knowledge of the fundamentals of of-
fens ive combat at the b r i gade and battalion level .

z ./ ScoPE~ Conference and practical exercise  utilizing sketch maps to cover the basic
concepts of offensive operations at the br igade and battalion level . Considers planning and con-
duct of the attack under varying conditions of mobil i ty and f i r e  support . Includes scheme of
maneuver , measures for control , and plan of nuclear and nonnuclear f ir e  support . ,~

3 . INSTRUCTIONS .

a .  Study -

FM 7-20 , Chapter 5
Chapte r  11 , Sections 1-Il .

FM 7-30 , Chapter  6. Access ion .~~r
b. Solve - Firs t  Requ i rement . NTIS ~.

DflC TAB
c.  Bring to Class-

( 1) This adva:ice shee t .

(2) O&T Handbook . ‘ —-— - -_____
H-

(3) FM 7-20  and 7-30 
— 

_

!

(4) Infantry Refe rence  Data . -
.

Dist
Section II

4.  TROOP LIST. (See Inclosure 1) LJ~Section III

5. FIRST REQUIREMENT:  Make notes in orde r to be prepared to d iscuss  answers  to the
following quest ions :

a. What  is the miss ion  of the Infantry in offens ive ac tion?

b.  Why must  a commande r analyze his m i s s i o n ?

c.  What is a pene t ra t ion?  What are its phases?  What is its re la t ionship  with inf i l t ra-
ti on?
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d. W hat is an envelopment? How is the turning movement related to an envelopment ?

e.  What are some reasons for selecting intermediate objectives?

f .  Mow doe s the axis of advance di f fer  f rom the direction of attack?

g .  W hat is the relationship between the scheme of maneuver and the plan of attack?

h.  When is a mounted attack favored over a dismounted attack?

i. How does a mounted attack d i f fe r  f rom a dismounted attack? Include the following :

(1) Distance to objectives .

(2) Formations .

(3) Use of tanks .

(4) Displacement of r e s e r v e s .

I
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TROOP LIST (Abbreviated)

Iriclosure I

(Applicable to this  problem only)

The organizations used in this problem are the 21st Infantry and the 52d Mechanized Div~-

sions

a. 21st Infantry Division unit s used in thi.s problem are:

1st Bde, 21st Inf Div.
1st Bn, 66th Inf.
1st Bn, 67th Inf .
1st Bn, 68th Inf.
Co A , 1st Tank Sn , 1st Armor.

Co 5, 1st Tank Sn, 1st Armor.
1st Mow Sn (105mm) (towed), 45th Arty .

1st How Bn ( 105mm) (towed) , 47th Ar ty .
C 0A , 2 1st Engr  Bn .

b.  52d Mechanized Division units used in this prob lem are:

~st Bde , 52d Mech Div .
Zd Mech 5~~, 76th Inf .

r 

Zd Mech Sn, 77th lnf.
Zd Mech Sri , 78th Inf .
2d Tank Bn ,  4th A r m o r .
7th How Sn ( 105mm) (SF) , 50th Ar ty .
7th How Sn ( 105mm) (SF) , 51st Ar ty .
2d Recon Sqdn , 23d Cay .
S2d Eng r Bn .

C0A , 52d Engr Sn.
1st Plat, Co E (Bridge), SZd Engr Sn.

3
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6137

PRACTICAL EXERCISE 6170

Section IV

6. SOLUTION TO FIRST REQUIREMENT:

a. The mission of the Infantry in offensive combat is to close with and des troy  or
capture  the enemy.

b.  The commande r must  anal yze his  miss ion to ensu re  that he unders tands  all tasks
stated , implied or deduced that his unit must accompl ish .  This normal l y includes the s e i z u r e

F 
of one or more  t e r r a in  object ives  at the level of the divis ion and lower units .

c .  In the penetration , the main at tack passes throug h and ruptures  the enemy ’s prin-
• ci pal defensive position to destroy the cont inui ty  of his defense .  The penetrat ion normal ly  in-

cludes th ree  phases: (1) rup tu re  of the enemy fo rward  defens ive  posit ion ; (2) widening of the
gap; (3) s e i zu re  of the object ive(s)  which destroys the cont inui ty  of the enemy ’ s d e f e n s e .  The
infi l t rat ion is a techni que used to effect  a penet ra t ion .

d.  In an envelopment , the main attack passes around or over the enemy ’s main defen-
sive force  to seize objectives which  faci l i tate his des t ruc t ion  in pos ition . Envelopments may
be close or deep depending upon the distance by w h i c h  the main and suppor t ing  attacks are
separated . The turn ing  movement  is a variation of an envelopment in which the at tacking force
passes around or ove r the enemy ’ s main fo rce  to seize an objective deep in the enemy ’s rear
which will cause him to abandon his posit ion or to divert  major  forces  to meet the threat .

e .  In termedia te  objectives may be d esignated to proved for des t ruc t ion  of the enemy
and the se izure  of t e r r a in  fea tures :

(1) Which  dominate all or a port ion of the at tacking f o rce ’s zone .

(2) Upon which  prolonged and dif f icul t  combat is antici pated , indicating a need for
a period of reorganizat ion . .

— 
(3) Which facilitate control of subordinate units.

(4) Necessa ry  for  positioning of uni ts  and weapons fo r  the purpose  of closel y co-
ordinat ing  an attack by more  than one uni t  against a strong enemy position .

(5) Essent ia l  to the re tent ion of the momentum in the a t tack .

1. The axis of advance d i f f e r s  f r o m  the d i rec t ion  of at tack in that the f o r m e r  is not as
res t r i c t ive  and bypass ing of enemy who cannot jeopardize  accompl i shment  of mis s ion  is pe r -

* m it ted.  The hig her  commander  is informed of such bypassing . The d i rec t ion  of at tack m di -
cates the  speci f ic  approach to be used , and bypass ing is not permi t ted .

g .  The plan of attack includes a scheme of maneuver  and a plan of f i r e  support . The
scheme of maneuver  is the detailed plan for  the p lacement  and movement  of subord ina te  un i t s
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in car ry ing out the mission . The scheme of maneuver is developed concurrent ly with the plan 4
of f i r e  support to ensure  the best integration of f i res  wit h the maneuve r of troops .

h .  Mounted attacks are favored ove r dismounted at tacks when conducting fluid opera-
t ions , where rap id movement over great distance is required . Such operations include attacks
against lig ht or discontinuous enemy res is tance  and the exploitation of success or the effects
of nuclear  weapons . In mounted attacks , Infantry units d ismount  when the s ituation requires
(enemy res is tance , obstacles) .

i. (1) Distance to objectives: In mounted attacks deeper  objectives are a s s i gned . In •

dismounted at tacks objectives are relatively shallow .

(2) Formations:

(a) In mounted at tacks , sing le or mul t i ple column format ions  are normally
adopted .

(b) In dismounted attacks , linear formations are normally adopted.

(3) Use of tanks:

(a) Mounted . In mounted operations , the mobility , f i r e p o w e r , and shock ef-
fect of tanks can be fully exp loited; the re fo re , t ank-heavy ,  Infant ry-heavy , or unweig hted corn-
pany task fo rces  are formed by at tachment  of r ifle and tank platoons .

(b) Dismounted .  In dismounted operations tank platoons are normal ly  at tached
to at tacking rif le companies to add t h e i r  shock effect and f i r epower  to that of the Infantry .

(4) Disp lacement of reserves :

(a) Mounted.  Reserves  normally follow the leading echelon at p r e s c r i b e d  dis-
tances or by bounds .

(b) Dismounted.  Reserves  normall y disp lace by bounds,  on o r d e r .

7. DISCUSSION OF SOLUTION TO FIRST REQUIREMENT:

a .  The miss ion of In fan t ry  in of fens ive  combat is to close with and des t roy  or capture
the enemy . T h e  mission is accompli shed  by a combinat ion of f i r e  • maneuver  and close combat .

• b . The f i r s t  s tep in develop ing a scheme of maneuver  is a thoroug h anal y s i s  of the
ass igned miss ion  and cons idera t ion  of all available informat ion  of e n e m y ,  t e r r a i n  and weather ,
and f r i end ly  forces .

( 1) The commander  must study his order  to e n s u r e  that he unders tands  all tasks
stated and imp lied or deduced which  his uni t  mus t  accomp l i s h .  Frequent l y ,  these tasks a re
s ta ted in t e r m s  of objectives that  must  be seized . Ass i gned objectives  mus t  be seized and
cont ro l l ed . At t imes  it may be n e c e s s a r y  to physical l y se ize  the e n t i r e  objective to ensure  its
control . When the  obj ective is l a rge ,  its control is f requent l y accomplished by se iz ing  the ter-
ra in  f rom which  the r e m a i n d e r  of the area can be con t ro l l ed .  Based upon his  es t imate  of the
si tua t ion , the commander  may subdivide the objective , desi gnating the dominant t e r ra in  as
subordinate  uni t  objectives . A uni t  m i s s ion  may permi t  object ives to be control led or denied
by controlling approaches thereto and by use of radiation

.6



(2) Communication centers , key installations and enemy positions may also be
ass igned as objectives whe re their  capture is necessary for the accompl ishment  of the mission .
Communication centers may assume grea ter  importance in fluid si tuat ions because of the i r
impact on the control of speed of advance.  After  s e i zu re  of the objective , forces  consolidate
and reorganize to control the objective and prepare  for fu ture  operations .

c. The penetration is favored when the enemy is overextenthd , when the hostil e flanks
are unassailable, or when there  is insuff ic ient  t ime to envelop. It is charac ter ized  by a rup-
ture  of the enemy battle posi t ion , widening of the gap by attacks against  the shoulders , and
seizure of objectives by operations throug h the gap.  At t imes , the second and th i rd  phases of
the penetrat ion may be conducted s imultaneously .  A br i gade or battalion may part ic ipate in
any of these phases or it may conduct all three  phases alone . Infiltration forces which  have
previously moved by stealth to pos itions in the enemy ’s rear  may ass i s t  other forces  effect ing
a ground penetrat ion by seizing objectives which faci l i tate the rup tu re , dive rt the reserve ,
widen the gap , and/or destroy the continuity of the enemy ’ s defense .  As an example , the pene-
tration of an enemy battalion main defense posit ion is effected when that enemy battalion ’s
reserve(s)  posi t ion(s)  is seized or over run , or the r e se rve  itself has been defeated the reby
destroying the continuity of his defense .  In the conduct of the rupture (phase I) the attack must
be made sharply and the object ive(s)  seized rap idl y to preclude degenerat ion into a pushing
type action . The penetrat ion thus effected will make possible continued action against deeper
enemy defensive  positions .

d. A force  may conduct a ground envelopment or an aer ia l  envelopment . Ground en-
velopment requi res  that the enemy have an assailable flank or that one be created by nuclear
f i r e s .  In a close envelopment the f i re  support available to the commander  can support  the en-
velop ing force  and the suppor t ing  at tack.  When this cannot be done , it is r e f e r r ed  to as a deep
envelopment.  In this situation provisions must be made to ensure continuous f i r e  support to the
envelop ing f o r c e .  An aerial envelopment requires  suppress  ion of enemy air defense f i r e s , or
that enemy disposit ions and capabili t ies be unable to in ter fere  materially with the fli g ht of the
a i r l i f t  f o r c e .  In the tu rn ing  movement  enemy forces  that abandon positions or that are  di-
verted to meet  the threat  of the tu rn ing  fo rce  usually have to fi g ht on ground chosen by the
a t tacker .  Other attacks engage the enemy during the movement  of the envelop ing f o r c e .

e. An in t e rmed ia te  objective is one whose se izure  will materially ass i s t  in the accom-
pl i s h m en t of t he m iss ion , aid in the se izure  of the final  objective and/or faci l i ta te  control of
the  maneuver  forces . Onl y the min imum necessary  are designated since t he i r  s e i z u r e  may
slow the at tack , r e s t r i c t  maneuve r , and cause excessive mas s ing .

1. The axis of advance is a di rec t ional  control  measure  which  is relatively unres t r ic -
t ive  as compared to the d i rec t ion  of a t tack .  The commander assi gning the axis wi l l  ensure
tha t  deviation f r o m  the assigned axis does not in te r fe re  with the maneuver  or f i r e s  of adjacent
uni t s

g .  ( 1)  The plan of a t tack is made up of the scheme of maneuver  and the plan of f i r e  —

support ;  these a re  developed concur ren t ly .  In d~ te rmin ing  the scheme of maneuver , the com-
mander  de te rmines  those cr i t ica l  areas which can be neut ral ized  by f i r e  alone and those which
mus t  be seized by maneuver  e lements . The scheme of maneuver  envisions the maximum uti-
l ization of f i r e , employing only the troops necessa ry  to e n s u r e  accompl i shmen t  of the miss ion .
The ava i lab i l i ty  of f i r e  suppo rt means great ly  inf luences  the scheme of m a n eu v e r .  The g r ea t e r
the f i r epower  available , the g rea te r  inf luence  f i r e s  have upon the scheme of maneuver .  Use of
nuc lea r  weapons may allow the a t tacker  to use approaches which would o therwise  be denied.
Conversel y,  obstacles created by the use of nuclear weapons may prevent  the use of a cer ta in
scheme of maneuver .  The scheme of maneuver and the plan of f i re support must be closely co-
ordinated.  Both the scheme of maneuver  and the plan of f i re  support are supported b y t he plan
of administrative support. The logistical situation must be considered when developing the
scheme of maneuver and/or the plan of f i r e  support .

7
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(2) In develop ing his plan of attack , the commander imposes control measures
upon his subordinate elements  only to the extent necessa ry  to ensure  that the attack is con-
ducted in accordance with his concept . The planning and conduct of the at tack seek to app ly
superior  combat power at the decisive point and t ime  by the proper  se lect ion of approaches ,

• fo rmat ions , organization for  combat and maximum use of support ing f i r e s .

h.  Althoug h offensive ope rations of mounted infant ry  are  essentially the same as those
of dismounted infantry , in mounted at tacks the a rmored  personnel  c a r r i e r  (APC) is used to in-
crease battlefield mobi l i ty  of the infant ry  and afford it a degree  of a rmor  protec t ion . However ,
the APC is not a fi g hting vehicle and should not be used as such .  In planning the attack , the
commander  and his staff make eve ry e f fort  to cap italize on the mobil ity of the APC while at the
same t ime reducing its exposure  to enemy anti tank f i r e . Plans should include maximum use of
concealment  and cove r to allow the mounted infantry  to advance as closel y as t ac t ically possible
to the objective before  d ismount ing . When enemy action necess i ta tes  the infantry will d i smount .
This does not preclude moving to or throug h the object ive  mounted when the s ituation allows.
Once dismounted , the attack is conducted in the same manne r as that of d i smounted  infantry .

i.  ( 1) Since the mounted  at tack can only be made when enemy res is tance  is li ght or
when nuclear  weapons can be exploi ted , i ts object ives will be d e ep e r .  Since d ismounted  at-
tacks are r e q u i r e d  against  in i t ia l  s trong enemy res i s t ance  and because of the slow rate of ad-
Vance and reaction t ime  of r e se rves  shallow object ives a re  a s s i gned .

(2) In mounted operat ions , the inc reased mobil i ty  allows g rea t e r  rel iance on col-
umn format ions . Mounted reserves  usually follow the leading echelon at a p resc r ibed  distance
or by bounds . The added protect ion afforded by the APC may allow a reduction in the min imum
safe distance required  for  the use of nuclear  weapons and provide  a bet ter  capabili ty to exp loit
the ef fects  of nuclear and nonnuclear f i r e s .  Line fo rma t ions  maximize  f ronta l  f i r epower  and
allow the major i ty  of the bri gade or battalion to close rap idl y wi th  the enemy . Column forrna-
t ions  max im i~ e flank secur i t y and f l ex ib i l i t y  of employment , and faci l i ta te  control . The col-
u m n  fo rmat ion  is seldom used in br i gade or battalion d i smounted  ope rations .

(3) When Infant ry  is mounted , it can cap ita lize on the mobi l i ty  of the  tanks . The
commande r organizes In fan t ry -heavy , tank-heavy or unwei g hte d compa ny t a sk  fo r ces by the
a t t achmen t  of r i f le  and tank platoons . This organizat ion for  combat is based on the command-
e r ’s es t imate  of the s i tuat ion . In d ismounted operat ions , t he rate of ad van ce is red u ced to t he
speed of the foot e lements . Because of the l imited  tank s t r eng th , tank pla toons a r e  of ten at-
tache d to r i f l e  companies  to add the i r  f i r e p o w e r  and shock effect  to the wei g ht of the I n f a n t r y
a t t ack .

• ( 4) When the br igade  or battalion is d ismounted , m or e com pact f o r mat ion s a re
required s ince units a re  unable to move as rap idly to suppor t  each other , to p r o t ect  ex pose d
flanks , and/o r to be c o m m i t t e d  to act ion . R e s e r v e s  are  n o r m a l l y  d i sp laced f r o m one r ese rve
loca t ion  to anothe r on orde r so that  they a r e  readil y available fo r  rap id emp loy m e n t  to in-
fluence  the act ion . The lack of pro t ect ion aga ins t n u c l e a r  e f f e c t s and red u ced mo b il it y whe n
dismounted l i m i t s  the c a p a b i l i ty  to exp loit  nuc l ea r  f i r e s .

8. TEACHING POINTS A PP L I C A B L E :

a. The m i s s i o n  of I n f a n t r y  in o f f ens ive  ac t ion  is to close w i t h  and d e s t r oy  or cap tu re
the e n e m y .

b.  Object ives a r e  a s s igned  to f a c i l i t a t e  the accomp l i sh ment  of the m i s s i o n ;  in te rmedi -
ate object ives  are  a s s igned  to f a c i l i t a t e  cont ro l  and p has ing of the a t t ack .

8

~



r 
- •

c.  Mounted infantry uni ts  engage in close combat d ismounted  f rom the i r  c a r r ie r s ;  APC
- a re essent i all y means of t r an spo r t  and are  not fi g ht ing v e h i c l e s .

d. When assi gned an objective , the unit is required  to seiz e and control the object ive .

e. The princi pal directional control measures  in offensive operations are zones of ac-
• tion , axe s of advance , and directions of attack.

f .  The two elements of the plan of attack are  the scheme of maneuver  and the plan of
f i r e  support .

[ g .  In dismounted operat ions , fo rmat ions  and control measures  are p r e s c r i b e d  which
maximize frontal  f i repower  and allow the major i ty  of the fo rce  to close rap idly wi th  the enemy .

r
h.  In mounted operations , fo r mations  and cont rol m easures  are  ad opted w h i c h  exploit

the increased mobility of the attacking fo rce .

i.  The penetration is required when the enemy has n o assaila ble fl an k , or  when t ime( or othe r reasons do n ot per mit  execution of an envelopment .

j .  For a ground envelopment , an a ssa ilable f lank mus t ex ist o r may be c r e a t e d  by
nuclear f i r e s .

I
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Command and S t a f f  Department
UN I TEI) STATES AI~MY INFANTRY SCHOOL

Fort Benn ing, Georgia
6135

F U N D A M E N T A LS OF O F F E N S I V E  COMBAT 6136
6137

P R A C T I C A L  E X E R C I S E 6170

Sec t ion  V
(Sketch Map A )  - •

9. G E N E R A L  S I T U A T I O N :

a. 2 1st lnf Div has been advancing  to the n o r t h .  Late this  a f te rnoon , r eco nna issance  —

ele men t s  c o n t a c t e d  w h a t  appea r s  to be an A ggr e s s o r  outpost line . Subsequent probes pushed in
the outpos t  and developed the ene my pos i t ions .  The d iv i s ion  commander  has o r d e r e d  an at tack

• at 0545 ( B M N T )  t o m o r r o w  w i t h  two b r i gades  in the a t t a c k i n g echelon  to pene t r a t e  the enemy de-
f e n s e s .  1st Bde cons i s t s  of 3 ba t ta l ions :  1/66 Inf , 1/67 lnf , and 1/68 li-if . The bde c o m m a n d e r
has dec ided  to a t t a c k  w i t h  two ba t t al ions in t~ 1c a t t a c k i ng  echelon , 1/66 Inf and 1/67 Inf , w i t h
1/66 lnf making the ma in  a t t a c k .  Intel l i gence  r e p o r t s  ind ica te  the enemy s i t u a t i o n  in the zone
of th e 1/66 Inf to be as shown on Ske tch  Map A .

b. The  1st How Bn ( 1 0 5 mm )  ( t o w e d ) ,  4 5th A r t y  is in d i r e c t  support  of 1st Bde.

c. ~V ea t h e r  and t e r r a i n .  W e a t h e r  iS f a i r  and cool , wind is f r o m  the \ve s t  at 10 knots .
Tra f f i c a b i l i t y  is exce l l en t  t h roug hout  the zone.  T r e e s  in the a rea  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  and o f fe r  f a i r
concea lmen t .  Concea lmen t  and cover  range  f rom f a i r  to good t h r o u g hout  the  a r e a . V

d. A nonac t ive  n u c l e a r  s i t u a t i o n  ex i s t s . U n i t e d  S ta t e s  Ai r  Fo rce  has  local  a i r  super i -

— 
o r l t v .

10. SPECIAL S I T U A T I O N :  It is now 061830 Oct  
—

. The 1/ 66 lnf is in c o n t a c t  as ind ica ted
• on Ske tch  N I a a  A . In anal y z i n g  h is  m i s s i o n , the  ba t t a l ion  commander  deduces that , in addition

to his  s t a t e d  t a s k  of ca p t u rin g Ob jec t ive  661 , he mu st e f f e c t  a r u p t u r e  of th e en emy f o r w a r d  po- —

s i t ions;  he must  f i r s t  s e i z e  HILLs 892 and 865 , each  occup ied b y an e s t ima ted p latoon , ca ptu re
HILLs 895 and 870 , then gain c o n t r o l  of HILL 898 , s ince  it dominates  a large por t ion  of the ba t -
ta llion zone , before  p roceed ing  to Ob jec t ive  661. Object ive  661 cons i s t s  of two hi l ls  (945 and

• 900) w h i c h  mus t  be seized or control led to accomplish his  mis s ion .  HILL 945 (on l e f t )  is the
dominant  t e r r a i n  and the dec i sive a rea  wi thin  his objec t ive .  HILL 900 (on ri g ht ) can be con-

• t r ol le d  b y f i r e s  f r o m  H [LL 945 but riot the eastern approaches there to .  Thus accomp lishm en t
of the mi s s ion  will  r e q u i r e  occupy ing HILL 900 as well as HILL 945. (Having made his anal y sis
of the  m i s s i o n , the  ba t t a l ion commande r  mus t  i s sue  his pla nn in g gu ida n ce t o his s t a f f , make his
recon n a i s s a n c e , his  e s t i ma te  of the s i t u a t i o n , an nounce his  dec i s ion  and concept  of op e r a t i o n .
The staff  wil l  then  comple te  the  de ta i l s  of the a t t ack  o rde r  fo r  the ba t ta l ion  commander ’ s a p-
p roval.  A f t e r  approval of the  orde r , the S3 p r e p a r e s  the  o r d e r  for  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to the subordi-
nate  u n i t s .

11. S E C O N D  R E QU I R E M E N ’ i ’ : You are  Lt Col , 1/66 m i .  Based  on your  e s t ima te  of the
s i tua t ion :

a. W h e r e w i l l  you make your  main  a t t ack ’ Wh y ?

b. How may you wei g ht y o u r  main  at t a c k ?

13
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c. What  supporting a t tack(s)  will be required ?

d. What is the composition and missi~’-1 of your  reserve ?

e. What control measures are necessary to control the attack ? Wh y ?

f. Assuming an active nuclear situation, with no nuclear weapons allocated to the bri-
gade , would you make any change in your scheme of maneuver  to include:

(1) Designation of the main attack?

(2)  Number  of companies in the a t tacking  echelon ?

g. Assuming an active nuclear  s i tua t ion , wi th  n u c l e a r  weapons allocated ,

(1) What are the commander ’s responsibilities in the employment of nuclear weap-

ons ?

(2) How could the employment of nuc lea r  weapons a f fec t  the scheme of m a n e u v e r ?

14
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Section VI
• (Sketch Map A l )

12 . SOLUTION A N D  DISCUSSION O~ SOLUTION TO SECOND R E Q U I R E M E N T :

a. The main a t t ack  is directed toward the objective (HILL 945) whose capture  assures
the accomplishment of the mission. In this si tuation , the main at tack will  be made along the
best avenue of approach by Co A on the west. This approach ( r i d ge approach)  a f fo rds  Co A

• 
dominant observat ion , gains hi gh ground ear ly, and lea d s d i r e c t ly to the objective (Obj 6), the
seizure of which will produce the most  decisive resul ts .

b. The main at tack is wei g hte d in order  to increase  its probabil i ty of success .  This
weig ht may be provided by the personal  presence  of the commander , placem en t of a t t ached  an d
supporting units, by allocating it priority of fires , by positioning the reserve to facilitate its
employment in support of the main attack, and by assigning it a n a r r o w e r  zone . It may also be
weighted by giving it the most favorable avenue of approach .

c. While the main at tack receives  these favorable  considerat ions,  supporting at tacks .
if any, are also provided with  those means n e c e s s a ry  to ensure  tha t  they can accomplish the i r
mission(s). When support ing a t tacks  are  used , the y a re  planned to ass i s t  the main attack. The
commander allocates minimum necessary combat power to supporting at tacks.  A support ing
at tac k wil l be m ade by Co B on the east to d iver t  enemy at tent ion and f i r e s , to prevent  enemy
moving forces from HILL 870 to 895 and to deceive enemy as to the main a t tack .

d. The reserve  cons is t s  of all uncommi t t ed  maneuver  elements  and may include nuc lea r
f i r es .  Co C (not shown) is the bat tal ion r e se rve  in th is  s i tuat ion.  The company would move to

- -• an assembly area in the vicinity of the LD and when the attack s t a r t s  on HILL 895 , to HILL 892 .
By following Co A by bounds, the reserve Co is placed in a position to be committed to influence
the action when the s i tuat ion so dictates. The mission of the reserve is to be prepared to ex-
ploit a success or an enemy weakness , or to assume the mission of an a t tacking  company.

e. Sketch Map Al. The battalion commander imposes only those control measures upon
his subordinate  uni ts  which  a r e  requ i red  to ensure  tha t  the  opera t ion  proceeds accord ing  to his
concept. In th is  s i tua t ion , the bat ta l ion is dismounted and mus t  pen et r a t e  the enemy defense .
T he as signed zones of act ion provide maneuve r  space for  the attacking companies in which they
are free to fire and maneuver  as they  dee m nece~~s a r y  to accomplish their respective missions.

(1) Objectives are assigned t o ens u r e  th a t te r r ai n whic h is v i t a l to the  acc omp lish-
ment of the bat tal ion miss ion  is seized and con t ro l l ed . In anal yz ing  h is  m iss ion , the bat ta l ion
commander determined that HILL 945 is the  c r i t i c a l  por t ion  of Obj 661 . t h a t  Obj 661 is too
large to be seized and control led b y one company;  he t h e r e f o r e  subdivides it in to  two  company-
size objectives (Obj 6 and 7). From a stud y of the te r r a i n , the c o m m a n d e r  d e t e r m i n e d  that  the
best approach  in to  the  object ive a r e a  is along the  h i gh g round  in the w e s t  ( l e f t )  portion of the
zone. H I L L  89B . which is sif,iated on t h i s  approach , is se lected as an i n t e r m e d i a t e  object ive
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(Obj 5) since it dominates a major  portion of the battalion zone and , if occup ied b y A g g r e s s o r ,
can in te r fe re  with  the p rogress  of the a t tack.  F u r t h e r , Obj 5 provides requi red  observa t ion
for the attack on Obj 6. An examination of the enemy ’ s dispositions reveals that  he is st rong lyentrenched on HILLs 895 and 870 , located about 2000 m e t e r s  f o r wa r d  of the line of contact , and
the commander thus foresees  the possibi l i ty  of prolonged and d i f f icu l t  combat in these a rea s .
Seledt ion of Obj 3 and 4 provides for a concen t ra t ion  of combat  power to complete the rupture
of the enemy ’ s forward  defenses and a f fords  maximum coordinat ion  of e f fo r t .  Obj 1 and 2 a re
selected because they Constitute the best terrain available from which to laun ch a coordin at ed
at tack against  the Ag g r e s s o r ’ s main defenses (Obj 3 and 4). However , the ba t ta l ion  commander
could well have left them to the company commander.  Had the commander  not desi gnated Obj
2 , he might well have assi gned Co B a d i rec t ion  of a t tack  th ru  HILL 865 in order  to e n su r e  a
convergence or coordination of e f fo r t .  Cons idera t ion  is g iven to selection of an ob jec t ive  along
the li,w ground approach extending from Obj 4 to Obj 7, but none is selected since the terrain
does not dominate a major  portion of the battal ion zone. Enemy positions in th i s  a rea  would

• not be able to in t e r f e re wi th  p rogress  of the attack conducted over the best  approach n the left
• portion of the zone. Capture of Obj 6 by the main a t t ack  will a s su re  the subsequent  cap tu re  of

Obj 7.

(2) The battalion commande r p r e s c r i b e s  boundaries between companies to del ineate
the zones of responsibi l i ty and to coordinate the f i r es  of two companies a t t ack ing  in p r o x i m i ty  of
each other. They are located generally along t e r r a i n  easil y recogn iz a ble on the g round and a r e
extended to a point where  the battal ion commander  can reasonably foresee  how he will  employ
his companies.  The boundary between Co A and B is along low ground and a f fo rds  each company
favorab le  avenues of approach to its designated ob jec t ives .

(3)  The line of depa r tu r e  and time of at tack are assi gned to the bat tal ion by b r i g ade .- . . - . line of depar tu re  is desi gnated to coordinate  the a ttack .  The leading e lements  of the a t t ack
• -~ ross the line of departure at the specified time of attack. The battalion commander assi gns a

portion of the line of departure to each of his at tacking companies in order  to coordina te  t h e i r
attack. If the line of departure by brigade is unsuitable for use in any particular portion of the
bat ta lio n z one , the com mande r ma y select  a di f fe r ent  li ne of dep a r t u r e  f o r  one or m ore of his
subordinate units. However , it must be crossed in sufficient time to ensure crossing of the line
desi gnated by b r i gade at the specif ied time of a t tack .

(4) Axes of advance a re  not used because in this  operation f u r t h e r  control  m e a s u r e s
would r e st r i c t  the at tack .  These control  measures  a re  used p r imar i ly in f l u i d  si tua t ion s in lie u
of a s s ign ing  zones of action. Check points may be designated and used to report  p r o g r e s s  of tht .
at ta cking uni ts , and to fac il i ta te  o rde r ing  changes in the scheme of maneuver  as r equ i red  by thes i tua t ion .  Check points may be located throug hout t he zone on easily iden t i f i ab le  t e r r a in  fea-
tures. Since the intermediate objectives selected are  adequate (close enoug h in dep th )  to con-
t ro l  t he r a te and d i r ec t i o n  of ad vance , phase lines a re  not requi red .

f .  If an act ive  nuc lear  situation did exist and no nuclear  weapons w e r e  al located to th e
bde:

( 1) No change would be made in the s c h e m e  of m an e u v e r  of the b a t t a l i o n .  The bas i c
ta c t i c a l  p r inc ip les remain  valid and m u s t  be app lied w i t h  p ro fe s s iona l  jud g m e n t .  The ma in  and
su pport ing a t tacks  a re  cons idered  e s sen t i a l  to overcome the  known enemy r e s i s t a n c e  r e g a r d l e s s
of the enemy ’ s tot al f i r epower  (both nuc lear  and nonnuc lea r ) .  No change  would  be made in the
main  a t t a c k.  The main a t tack is d i rec ted  along the avenue  of approach  and tow ard  the ob jec t ive
w h i c h  b e s t  f a c i l i t a t e s  the accompl i shmen t  of the m i s s i o n .  C o mp a n y  A w i l l  make the  ma in  a t t ack
since the same considerations are applicable.
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(2)  A supporting at tack by one company would s t i l l  be requ i red  to ass i s t  the main
at tack.

(3) Care should be taken to ensure that Company C did not r each  the f o r w a r d  a rea
before  Company A and Company B crossed  the LD in o rde r  to p reven t  unneces sa ry  mass ing .

g. In an active nuc lear si tuat ion wi th  nuc l ea r  weapons al located:

( 1) The impo r tant  res pon sib ili t ies  o a com ma nde r would inc l u d e :

(a)  I n t eg ra t e  emplo yment  of nuc lea r  f i r e s  w i t h  nonnuc lea r  f i r e s  and w i t h  the
scheme of maneuve r .

(b )  State genera l l y the  r e su l t s  d e s i r e d  and r e su l t s  not de s i r ed  ir o m  the nuc lea r
a t t ack.

(c) Prescribe t r oop s a f e t y  r equ i r e m en ts .

(d)  Provide  fo r  an exp lo i t in g fo rce  whe n appropr ia te .

(e) Make decisions to 1 re or not to fire.

( f )  P rovide  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t he  n u c l e a r  weapons  and t he i r  del i ve ry means , if ap-
p ropr i a te .

In co njunc t ion  w i t h  the  respons ib i l i t i es  l is ted , the commander must have an al-

ternate plan for the attack in the event the nuclear weapon(s) do not achieve the des i r ed  resu l t  or
allocation is w i t h d r a w n .

(2)  The emp loy m en t of n u c l e a r  weapons  m ay st ron gly inf luence the scheme of ma-
neuver .  The s cheme  of maneuve r  may be des i gned solely to exp loit nu clea r fi res  or to cause
the en e m y  to f o r m  into r e m u n e r a t i v e  t a r g e t s .  In this instance the use of nuc lea r  weapons
against the enemy on HiLLs 892 and 865 could obviatc the necessity for the assignment of Obj 1
and 2 . T he sche m e of ma n euv e r  m ay be developed to e n s u r e  comp liance wi th  the commander ’ s
t roo p sa fe ty  r equ i r emen t s .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  of danger f rom induced rad ia t ion , radioact ive  fa l l-
out, fires ig n i ted  by t h e r m a l  r a d i a t i o n , and b lowdown mus t  be taken into consideration. Plans
must also provide for modifications in the scheme of maneuver to take care of failure of nuclear
wea pon s to pr odu ce the d e s i r e d  e f f e c t s .

13. TEACHING POINTS APPLICABLE:

a. Upon recei pt of a m iss ion , the c o m m a n d e r  ana l yzes  it to d e t e r m i n e  the  s tated and
implied or r educed ta sk s his un i t s  mu st accomplish.

b. A main a t tack is desi gnated t o seize  the  o b j e c t i v e ( s )  w h i c h  e n s u r e  the  accomp lish-
ment  of the r i i s s i o n  and is wei g ht ed to m ake its ac t ion  dec i s ive .

c. The suppor t ing  a t t a ck ( s )  is assi g ned min i m u m  combat power needed to assist t he
main attack.

d. The commander  uses  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e s  to e n s u r e  t h a t  h i s  c o n c e p t  o t he  operation is
carried out.

17
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e. The control measures most frequently used in dismounted operations are lines of
departure , boundaries, objectives, and times of attack.

f . The reserve company is positioned to wei ght the main attack and inf luence the action
when required.

g. The reserve  is used to fac i l i ta te  the accomplishment  of the uni t  miss ion , to deal
with unforeseen contingencies , and to exp loit success  or enemy weakness .  . .
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Sect ion  vi i
(Sk e t c h  Map B)

(THIS  S[TU. -\1 l ux  HAS NO R E L A T I O N  TO PREVIOUS SITUATION)

• 14. GENERAL SITUATION:

2 1 s t  Inf  0 tv  has  been dd .~ancing to the east. Early this morning forward elements
v.ere halted by a strong A ggressor outpost line . Attempts by these elements to continue the ad-
vance \ c c r e  m e t  w i t h  a heavy volume of a u t o m at i c  weapons , a n t i t a n k , a n d a r t i ller y f i r e . Aer i a l
r econna i s sance  i n d i c a t e s  cons ide rable  A g g r e s s o r  m o v e m e n t  eas t of BLUE CREEK.

• b. The d iv i s ion  c o mm a n d e r  o rde red  an a t t a c k  w i t h  two  br i gades  t o r e d u c e  the  ene my
defenses  and c o n t i nu e  t h e  idvanc e to the  eas t  on o rd e r . Pe r t i nen t  i n f o r m a t i o n  conta ined  in the
order follows:

f l st  Inf Div a t t acks  at 101115 Oct to seize high ground vicinity of MARBLE-
H E A l)  ( ea s t  off map) .  1st Bde se izes  Obj 301;  c o n t i n u e s  a t t a c k  to east on o rder .  For bounda-
r ies . objec t i v e s ,  LD and enemy s i t u a t i o n  see over lay  (Ske tch  Map B) . No nuc lear  weapons
have been al located in suppor t  o the  o p e r a t i o n .

c. The f o l l o w i n g  u n i t s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  to or in suppor t  of the 1st Inf Bde:

1/66 Inf
1/67 Inf
1/68 Inf
A 1 1 1 Armor
B i / l  A r m o r
A/fl Engr (DS)
1145 Art y (l)S)
1/ 47  A r G  ( R e m n f  1/4 5  A r t y )

d . W e a t h e r  and I e r r a in .  \\ ea t h e r  is f a i r  and cool , wind  is f rom t h e  southeas t  at 5
k n o t s . T r a f f i c a b i l i t y  r a n g e s  f r o m  f a i r  to g u i .

t .  A nuclear Situation exists; h o w e ver , n u c l e a r  wea pons w i l l  no t  be e m i m p l oye d in cor ps
ion’ until a u t i m m r m z e d  b y the  corps  co mm a n d e r . U n i t e d  S t at i s  A i r  F~o rc e  has  loca l  a i r  super i -
o r i t y .

15 . SI’L- .GIAL SITUATION- It is now 100b45 Oct 
—

. 1st Bde o c cu p i e s  .mssembl y areas to
t h i  ~~~st o: H i l l  5 - 4° . Task o r g m r m i i t i n of t h e  1s t  Bde i s  as i o l l o w s :

I/i H Inf IF 1/67 TF 1/66

L 

1/67 m i  1 /imu In f
B i / l A r m o r  A l / I  A r m o r

~ 

. • 
-
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16. THIRD REQUIREMENT : You are Col, 1st Bde .

a. What is your scheme of maneuver and task organization?

b. Who will receive priority of fires?

c. Which of the following control measures  will you p resc r ibe  (indicate on Sketch
Map B) :

(1) Line of departure?

(2) Time of attack?

(3) Attack position(s)?

( 4) Bounda r i e s?

(5) Axis (axes) of advance?

(6) Direct ion(s)  of a t tack? -

(7) Objective(s)?

(8) Phase lines?

d . W h a t  p r ov is io n do you make f or s e c u r i t y?

(
20
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Section VIII
( Ske t ch  Map B l )

17. SOLUTION TO THIRD REQUIREMENT :

a .  Scheme of r r an euve r :  1st Bde attacks at 101115 Oct with two battalion task
forces in the attacking echelon to seize objectives X and Y ; TF l7~T~in the no r th  in the direc-
t ion  of Hil ls  57 1-566-580 (Obj X ) ;  TF 1/66 makes the main attack in the south in the d i r e c t i o n
of Hills 549-56 1-585-599 (Obj  Y) . 1/68 Inf , r e se r ve , remai n p re sen t  locat ion ini t ia l l y, m ove
to vici n it y Hil ls  540- 549 on o rder . 1st Bde con t inues  a t tack  to the east  on orde r .

• b. P r i o r i t y of f i r e s  to TF 1/66 .

c. Ske t ch M ap B l .

d. (1) TF 1/66 is d i rec ted  to mainta in  contact  with Zd Bde in i t ia l l y.

( 2) ~ F 1/67 is d i r ec t ed  to mainta in  contac t  with  22d Div ini t ial ly.

18. DISCUSSION OF SOLUTION TO T H I R D  R E Q U I R E M E N T :

a . W hen the br i gade com mande r is assi gned an a t t a c k  m i s s i o n, he and his s ta f f  make
esti mates  of the s i tua t ion  in o r d e r  to de t e rmine  the best  possible c o u r s e  of ac t ion  to accom-
pli sh the mi s s ion . Feasible  cour ses  of ac t ion  are  selected , anal yzed , and co mpared  to de-
te rmine  the course  of act ion o f f e r ing  the  most  p r o m i s e  of s u c c e s s .  In th i s  case the bde com-
mande r  decides  to a t tack (ma in  a t tack)  in the d i rec t ion  Hills 549-Rid ge l ine Hills 561-585-599,

- 
-

- 
in the  sou t h e r n  por t ion of his zone.  This  a t tack is d i rec ted  toward  dominant  t e r r a i n  (Obj Y) ,
which will attain the most decisive results in the area and is the objective assi gned by division.
T his  a t t ac k avoids the bu lk of the  A g g r e s s o r  s t r e n g t h  and the town  of BOOMTON and u t i l i z e s
the mos t d i r ec t  approach  to the ob j ec t i ve . He decides that  one ba t t a l ion  t a s k  f o r c e  (TF 1/66)
can se ize  t h i s  ob jec t ive  and tha t  one suppor t i ng  a t t ack  emp loy ing  a ba t ta l ion  tas k f o r c e  ( TF
1/67)  in the nor th  is r equ i r ed .  One bat ta l ion (1/68  Inf )  is cons ide red  an adequa te  r e se rve , and
it is pos it ion ed f o r  employmen t  in e i t h e r  zone but  pos i t ioned  to favor  the m a i n  a t t ack .

b. P r io r i t y  of f i r e s  is no rma l l y g iven the mai n a t tack , in th is  case , TI 1/66 .

c. To ensu re  adequa te  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and con t ro l  of the a t t a c k  of d i smounted  e lements ,
the  b ri gade c o m m a n d e r  no rma l l y a s s i gns  a l ine  of d e p a r t u r e , ti m e of a t tack , bo u nda r ies and
obje ct ives to each a t t a c k i n g  b a t t a l i o n .

1) The  l ine  of d e p a r t u r e  is i n sep a r a b l e  f r o m  the  t ime  of a t t a c k  and causes  t h e
a t tack  to con-irn ence at a t i m e  and place kno wn to all ~in i t s . In th i s  i n s t ance , the line of c o n t a c t
is desi gna te d as the  l ine of d ep a r t u r e .  If the  l i - i e  of c o n t a c t  was not s u f f i c i e n t l y clea r , t h e
t r a i l  r u n n i n g  gene ral l y n o r t h  a nd sou th  in  f r o n t  of Hi l l  549 could be used .

2 1 
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2) T he ti m e of at t ack is not  ch a n g ed . The b rigade is u s i n g  the l ine of d e p a r t u r e
se l ec t ed  by d i v i s i o n  and c ross ing  the d i v i s i o n LD at  the t ime  spec i f i ed  e n s u r e s  c o o r d i n a t i o n
wi th  the adj acent b r i gade. If the commande r selects  a line of d e p a r t u r e  o ther  than that  se-
lected by d iv i s io n,  he m u s t  ad j u s t  the t ime of a t t ack  to e n s u r e  c r o s s i ng  the d i v i s i o n  LD at the
ti me s p e c i f i e d  in the d iv i s ion  o r d e r .

(3 ) N o a t t a c k  pos i t i ons  a re  desi gnated . The br i gade does not nor mall y de s igna te  - -

a t tac k pos i t ions .  However , th i s  does not pr eclude the assign men t  of a t t a c k  p o s i t i on s b y t he
ba t ta l ion  or company  c o m m a n d e r .  The ba t ta l ion  commande r may select company a t t a ck  posi-
t i o ns in c e r t a i n  hi ghl y coo rd ina t ed  o p e r a t i o n s such - i  as r i v e r  c r o s s i n g s  and ni ght a t t a c k s .  A t -
t ack  po s i t i o n s  desi gna ted  b y ba t t a l i on  or compan y a re  used onl y w h e n  f ina l  c o o r d i n a t i o n , de-
plo y m e n t ,  and o t h e r  las t min u te p r e p a r a t i o ns f o r  t he a t t a c k  c a n n o t  be comp leted in the assem-
bl y area  o r on the move. Norma l l y the  com pany  c o m m a n d e r  wil l  select  his  own a t t a ck  pos i t ion
if r equ i r ed .

(4)  To clear l y de l inea te  a reas  of r e spons ib i l i t y  and to f ac i l i t a t e  coord ina t ion  of
f i r e s  a nd maneuve r , the b r i gade c o m m a n d e r  p r e s c r i b e s  a bounda ry  b e t w e e n  the two a t t ack in g
ba t t a l i o n s , thus  ass i gnin g zones of ac t ion . W i t h i n  t h e i r  r e spec t ive  zones , the a t t ack in g bat-
ta lions ma y f i r e  and maneuver  w i t h o u t  coo rd ina t i on  wi th  ad jacent  c o m m a n d e r s .  To p reven t
s lowing the attac k , t he br i gade c o m m a n d e r  has  not  o r d e r e d his a t tack ing uni t s to c lear  t h e i r
r e spec t i ve  zones.

( 5) A zone of a c t i o n  is c o n s i d e r e d  a s u f f i c i e n t  con t ro l  m e a s u r e  and is r e q u i r e d  in
th i s  case to coord ina te  the f i r e s  of the a t t a c k i n g  echelons . The f u r t h e r  i nc lu s ion  of axes w i t h -
in the zo ne would u n n e c e s s a t i ly r e s t r i c t  the a t t ack ing  ba t t a l io ns. If i t  we re  c o n s i d e r e d  de-
s i r ab l e  to kee p the two a t t a c k i n g  bat ta l ions  w e l l  apa r t , axes could be se lected wi th i n each bat-
ta l ion  zone;  however , in th i s  case the f r o n t a g e  is so wide tha t  t he re  is l i t t l e  chance  tha t  the
batta lions would so converge  as to p r e s e n t  a nuc lea r  t a rge t .

(6)  D i r e c t i o ns of a t t ack  a r e  not p r e s c r i b e d  because  they wi l l  u n n e c e s s a r i l y r e s t r i c t
the m a n e u v e r  of a t t ack ing  uni t s .

( 7) In this  s i tua t ion ,  the b r i gade c o m m a n d e r  d e t e r m i n e s  tha t  t he  object ive assi gned
him by division can be seized and control led by one bat ta l ion .  However , to s e iz e  th i s  objective
he has dete rmi’-ied it n e c e s s a r y  to a t t ack  wi th  two ba t t a l ions  in the a t t a c k i ng  echelon; he has

- - a ssi g ned an addi t ional  ob jec t ive  to TF 1/67 . Obj X is d o m i n a t i n g  t e r r a i n  in the br i gade ’ s zone
a nd mu st be s e i zed  to pr o tec t  the lef t  f la nk of the  b r i gade.

( 8) The d i s t ance  f r o m  the  LD to the f ina l  objec t ive  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 , 000 m e t e r s ;
t h e r e f o re , the  b r i gade c o m m a n d e r  ass i gns a phase line to ass is t  h im in cont r o ’iing his sub-
ord ina te  elements .  The pha se l ine extends  comp le te l y a c r o s s  the  zone a nd is located on easil y
recognizable terrain features . The units will r e p o r t  a r r i v a l  at the  phase l ine but  not  hal t un-
less so orde r ed . A phase li ne may also be used to l i m it  the adva nce of a t t a c k i n g  e l e men t s  or
as a n u c l e a r  sa fe ty  l ine.

d. The purpose of s e c u r i t y  in the  of f e n s e  is to p r e v e n t  c o m p r o m i se  of the a t tack , to
avoid unexpec ted i n t e r f e r en c e  b y the  enemy ,  to m a i n t a i n  the i n t e g r i t y  of the f o r m a t i o n , a n d to
gai n and m a i n t a i n  f r eedom of ac t ion . The violence and speed of the  a t t a c k  f r e q u e n t l y of fe r the
best  s e c u r i t y by kee ping the e n e m y  off balance , b o t h  phy s i ca l ly and psycholog ica l l y ,  so tha t  he
has n e i t h e r  the t ime  nor the means  to endange r the success  of the a t t a c k .  F ron t a l  s e cu r i t y  fo r
the b r i g a d e  is provided by the  a t t a c k i n g  echelon m a i n t a i n i n g  p r e s s u r e  on e n e my  f o r c e s  and , if
n e c e s s a r y ,  the t imel y c o m m i t m e n t  of r e s e r v e s  to m a i n t a i n  the  n i on -m en tum of the  a t t a c k  a n d/ o r
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to exp loi t an t i c i pated or unexpected  enemy weaknesses . The f l a n k s  of an a t t a c k i n g f o r c e  a r e

f r e q u e n t ly expose d. an d fla nk sec u r i t y  ele m e n t s  may be r e q u i r ed to give adequa te  w a r n i n g  of
enemy approach . The a t t a ck i n g  echelon usual l y s e c u r e s  i ts  own f l anks .  The a reas  e x t e n d i n g
f r o m  the rear  f lanks  of the a t t a c k in g  echelon to the  r e a r  f lanks  of the  a t t a c k i n g  fo rce  t r a i n s
a re sec u red when  re qu i red  b y desi gnated u n i t s .  P r o t e c t io n  of an i n t e r i o r  f l ank  is usua l l y pro-
vided by the presence of an ad jacent  uni t , if the un it r emains  gene ra l ly ab rea s t .  In this si tua-
t ion , if an a r m o r e d  cava l ry  t roop had been at t a c h e d  t o th~ b r i gade , it  wo uld be used to s e c u r e
the mos t  dan g e r o u s  f la nk of the  b r i gade. Rear  s e c u r i t y  and f lank  s e c u r i t y  a r e  o b t a i n e d  b y po-

s i t ion ing  the b r i gade r e s e r ve , c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e i r  an t i c i pated emp loy m en t .  The co m m a n d e r
m a y  desi gnate a r e s e r v e  u n i t ( s )  to be p r e p a r e d  to move to the  f l ank( s )  if i t  is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t
a f lank ma y b e t h r e a t e n ed or become  ex posed . In this s i t u a t i o n  t h e  b r i gad e com m an d e r  has

d i re cted a t tack ing  ba t ta l ions  to m a i n t a i n  f lank  con tac t  as a s e c u r i t y  m e a s u r e .  The  br i gade se-
cu r i ty  is f u r t h e r enhanced by a i r  and ground survei l lance p rov ided  b y o r ga n i c , a t t ached , and

su pp o r t i n g  u n i t s . When  the bri gade moves alone a n d / o r  r emoved  f r o m  o t h e r  f o r c e s , a r e a r

guard  must  be provided.  The r e ar  guard  is kept to a m i n i m u m , c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  the  t h r e a t .
Se c u r i t y  fo rces  a r e  located w h e r e  they  ca n prov ide  w a r n i n g  in su f f i c i e n t  t ime  fo r  the m a i n
bod y to r eac t  e f f ec t i ve ly to the  t h r e a t .

19. TEACHING POINTS A P P L I C A B L E :

a. When s e c u r i t y  e lements  a re  not a t tached to the  br i gade , the b r i gade  co m m a n d e r
• p rov ides  for  f lank s e c u r i t y  by the p rope r  p o s i t i o n i n g  of f o r c e s  and ass i gn ing  s e c u r i t y  m is s i o n s

to s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t s .

b. A phase  l ine is used  as a con t ro l  m e a s u r e  to a s s i s t  in c o n t r o l l i n g  s u b o r d i n a t e  ele-
ments  when the d i s t a n c e  f r o m  the  LD to the  f i na l  obj e c t i v e  is r e l a t i ve l y g r e a t .
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Command and Staff Department
UNITED STATES ARMY INFANTRY SCHOOL

Fort Benning, Georgia
6135

FUNDAMENTALS OF OFFENSIVE COMBAT 6136
6 137

PRACTICAL EXERCISE 6 170

Section IX
(Sketch Map C)

20. SITUATION CONTINUED :

a. 1st Bde at tacks at 101115 Oct with two battalion task fo rces  in the at tacking
echelon to seize Objectives X and Y. TF l vill attack in the north and seize Objective X.
TF 1/66 making the main attack , attack in the south and seize Objective Y. Continue the attack
to the east on order .  No nuc lear  weapons have been allocated in support of the operation.  The
commande r TF 1/66 has just returned from brigade headquarters after receiving the attack
order .  For boundar ies , object ive s , LD and enemy situation see overlay (Sketch Map C).

b. Weather and Terrain. Weather is fair and cool, wind is from the southeast  at 5
knots.  T ra f f i cab i l i t y  ranges  f r o m  fai r  to good.

• c. A nuc lear  s i tua t ion  exists;  however , n u clea r wea pon s will not be em ployed in the
corps zone unti l  au thor ized  b y the corps commander .  United States Air  Force has local air
super ior i ty .

4
21. SPECIA L SITUATION: It is now 100845 Oct 

—
. TF 1/66 is p re sen t l y in an assembly

area to the west  of HILL 549.

22. FOURTH R E Q U I R E M E N T :  You are Lt Col, TF 1/66.

a. What is your scheme of maneuver and task organization?

b. What is your plan for p repara tory  f i res  and pr ior i ty  of f i r e s ?

I 

, c. How will you employ :

(I) The attached tank company ?

(2) Antitank platoon?

(3) Battalion m o r t a r / D a v y  Crocket t  platoon ?

(4) Battalion ground surveillance sec t ion?

d. What provision do you make for s e c u r i t y  to include:

(1) Employment  of the reconnaissance platoon ?

(2) Additional battalion task force elements you will employ and the security mis-
sions you will assign them?

4 25
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Command and Staff Department
UNITED STATES ARMY INFANTRY SCHOOL

Fort Benning, Georgia

FUNDAMENTALS OF’ OFFENSIVE COMBAT 6 135
61 36

PRACTICAL EXERC ISE 6 137
6170

Section X
(Sketch Map C I)

23. SOLUTION TO FOURTH REQUIREMENT :

a. Scheme of maneuver: TF 1/66 attacks at 101115 Oct with two company task
f o r ces  in the a t t ack ing  echelon to seize ob ject ives  T and U. TF BRAVO on the no r th  a t tacks  in
the  d i rec t ion  HILLS 554 (Obj R) -555 (Obj V) -57 2 (Obj T).  TF ALFA on the south makes the
main a t tack  in the d i r ec t ion  HILLS 558 (Obj  5) -561 (Obj  W) -585-599 (Obj U) .  Co C, reserve,
r emains  pr ese nt location init i all y; moves to vic ini ty  HILLS 537-549 on order ;  be prepared tor assume  the miss ion  of TF ALFA or TF BRAVO on o rde r .  U pon se izure  Obj T and U TF 1/66
continues attack east on order.

b. A nonnuclear preparation H-5 to H-Hour will support the at tack.  P r io r i ty  of l ires
to the main attack.

c. ( I )  A l / i  Armor :  At t ach  two platoon s to Co A , one platoon to Co B. Co ( - ) :  TF
Control.

(2) AT Plat: General Support.

(3) Mort/DC Plat: General Support.

(4) Gnd Survi Sec. General Support.

d. (I) Reconnaissance Platoon (one short range radar  te am att a ched) : Sc r e e n  task
force south flank; maintain contact  wi th  Zd Bde .

(2)  Co C: Be prepared to provide not less than one r i f le  platoon to battalion con-
trol to screen task force north flank.

24. DISCUSSION OF SOLUTION TO FOURTH REQUIREMENT.

a. Based on his analys is of the miss ion and hi s es t i ma te of the sit u a t ion the  ba t ta lion
commander  decides to make his main at tack in the d i r ec t i on  HiLLS 558-561-585-599.  ‘I bis
a t t ack  is d i r ec t ed  toward  dominant t e r r a i n  (Obj  U) .  It u t i l izes  the best  approach to the objec-
t ive . He dec ides  that a company task force  (TF ALFA) can se ize  this  ob jec t ive  and that  a sup-
p o r t i n g  at tack emp loy ing a company task f o r c e  (TF BRAVO) wil l  be required  in the n o r t h .  To
wei g ht t he  main att ack two ta nk platoons are  at tached to Co A -  One tank platoon is a t t ached
to Co B to provide addi t ional  combat power  to the suppor t ing  a t t a c k .  Company C, bat ta l ion
rese rv e , is posit ioned to favor the main attack.

b. A 5 minu te  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  will sof ten in i t ia l  enemy r e s i s t ance .  This prep-
a r a t i o n  can be extended or addit ional  “ on cal l”  f i r e s  reques ted  as neces sa ry ,  and f i r e s  can be

27
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shif ted to enemy positions along line HILLS 554 a,id 558 ahead of the  advanc ing  I n f an t r y .  Pri-
or i ty  of f i r e s , will be g iven to t he main a ttack , TF ALFA.

c. Employment  of Un i t s .

( 1) Tanks a re  a t t a c h e d t o the a t t a c k i ng compa n ies to pr ovide addi t iona l  c omb at
power at the company level.  A tank platoo n will be shi f ted  to the r e s e r v e  company if t h e  re-
se rve is commit ted in order  to inf luence  the act ion if and when r e qu i r ed .  This opera t ion  is
d i smounted ;  consequent l y, the In f an t ry  cannot move at the speed of a rmor , and the ta nks wi l l
thus be somewhat restricted in their speed of movement. The battalion commander retained
the  ta nk company headquarters under his control where , if n e c e s s a ry , its excelle nt command
con t ro l  capabi l i t i es a re readily available to hel p fo rm an additional maneuver  e l e m e n t .  In the
meantime , the co m pany hea dquar t e r s  will be uti l ized as a planning g roup  and the tank company
com mande r  will be available to fill  his role as battalion commander ’ s chief  ad v i s e r  in an t i t ank
matters

(2)  The ant i tank  platoon is emp loyed to provide an t i tank  pro tec t ion  for the ba t ta l ion .
These  weapons may be emplo yed t o a ss is t  in p roviding f lank p ro tec t ion  for  the bat ta l ion and in
providing anti tank protect ion in depth . One squad would be a t tached  to a r i f l e  plat oon screen-
ing the le f t  flank to r e i n f o r c e  t h e pla toon ’ s ant i tank capabil i ty if the screening  mission is re-
quired.  The platoon is re ta ined in general  support  prepared to move to any port ion of the bat-
talion zone w h e r e  an a rmor  th rea t  may appear.  In som e s i tuat ions , it  may be des i r ab le  to
a t t a ch  ant i tank squads to one or more of the a t t ack ing  or r e s e r v e  companies. This is particu-
larl y applic able if the  enemy is s t ro ng in a rmor  a n d / o r  insuf f ic ien t  tanks have been provided.
The antitank weapons will normally be p rovided th ose un i t s  othe r than the rec on naissance
platoon , which ha ve a flank s e c u r i ty  miss ion .  The two 106mm recoil less r i f les organic  to the
reconnaissance platoon provide it wi th  an ant i tank  capab i l i ty .

(3)  The bat ta l ion m o r t a r/ d a v y  c rocke t t  pla toon is employed in genera l  support
whenever  possible to provide the f lex ib i l i ty  which can be gained th rough  cen t ra l i zed  control  of
f i r e s .  Usually, the platoot.is positioned to support the main at tack .  If the separat ion of the
r ifl e compan ie s makes  ce n t r al ized con t ro l  imp r a c t i c ab le , the m ort a r squ ads m ay be placed in
direct  support  of the a t tack ing  companies.  In the same s i tua t ion  the DC squads in genera l  sup-
port may be d i rec ted  to follow the at tacking companies in order to be in position to f i r e  if and
when the battalion commander  so au thor izes .  The bat ta l ion morta r f ir e  d i rec t ion  cen te r  (FDC)
may re fe r  reques ts  f rom its obse rve r s  to the FDC of the a r t i l l e r y  ba t ta l ion  in d i r ec t  support
of the br igade , and , co nve r sel y, the FDC of the a r t i l le ry  ba t ta l ion may r e f e r  r eq u e s t s  to the
heavy mor t a r  sect ion.  This p rocedure  enable s the  f o r wa r d  observe rs of e i ther  the a r t i l l e ry
battalion or the heavy morta r section to adjust the f i r e s  of any heavy m o r t a r  or a r t i l l e ry  un i t

• supporting the battalion , thereb y ensuring maximum integration of these fires.

(4) Ins t ruc t ions  for the employm en t of the b a t t a l i on g ro und sur veil lan ce s ec t i on
are  not normally included in the operat ion order .  The bat ta l ion ground surveil lance Section
provides the corn n~ander wi th  a means of extending and improving the bat ta l ions ground sur-
vei l lance capability. The S2 coordinates the posi t ioning and a rea  coverage  of all radars , in-
cluding those of the at tached tank company, as a pa r t  of t h e s u rvei l lan ce plan. Rada r teams
are used during daylight as a supplement to visual ground surveillance. Enemy or friendl y
use of smoke at any time during the operation will increase the battalion and subordinate units
dependence on these dev ices .  In the offense , shor t  range  radar teams , organic to the rifle com-
panies , are posit ioned in the battalion zone to extend g round  survei l lance  to the f ron t  and f lanks .
In s i tuat ions where  a th rea t  ex i s t s  to the r ear , shor t  range teams may be or ien ted  to provide
survei l lance  in that d i rec t ion .  In th is  s itua t ion , one shor t  range team is at tached to the uni t  re-
sponsible for f lank se c u r i t y .  In orde r to provide this survei l lance capabil i ty to the un it  of the
flank , one shor t  range team is detached f rom the tank company.  In the event  it becomes neces-
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sary for ~~u mp a r i y  C to iurnish a ri fle platoon to t i l e  n o r t h  as s e c u r i t y ,  a s h o r t  r a ng e  t e a m  f r o nt

ihe company ill be attached to this platoon. I he i ,, - d r ’ i n /  i , r i~~c 1 , a r t : s  a re  n o r i r i a l l y err :p 1u ~ cc

in general ~-i p~ior t icc i posi t ioned to s - i ; p l r r n e r i t and e xt en d  the  ~i r - i  co vere” by the short r a n~~r-

tea ms.

d. F l a n k  s e c u r i t y  is p r o v i d e d  b y des i g n a t i n g  sp e c i f i c  e I , - r r : -n t s  b r  t h e s e  m i s s i o n s .
B e c a u s e  of i t5  o r g a n i z at i o n  ( l i r ep o wer , m o b i l i t y  and e x c i - l i e n i  om m u ni .  i t i o n s )  and  t r a i n i n g
the re .  onn a i s r~ mn.  pla toon is ideal ly su i ted  f o r  f l a n k  a.- r i r i t y  m is sion~ . i n i  is n o r m al l y em-
ployed to  s c ree n  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  f l ank  of the  b a t t a l i o n  a l i c  r c on ta ,  t h i  been m a d e  w i t h  the
e n e m y .  S ince  i t  does not have  the capab i l i t y  of s c r e e n i n g  bo th  f l a n k s , ,i I ’ l i t i o n a l  r i - i  onnais -
sance e l e m e n t s  may be r e i i u i r e d .  Rif le  companies  a t t a ck i r i ~ on an i n t e r i o r  i l an k  a re  r e q u ir e r !

• to  m a i n t a i n  o n t a c t  w i t h  e l e m e n t s  of the ad jacen t  b a t t a l i o n .  \‘. hen  f l i t s  i a n n o t  be done or w 1 r-i
c o n t a c t  i5 los t  or t he  loca t ion  of the adj : c ~nt unit wou ld p e r m i t  ,i i i o , , t i l  & , i~in :~~r a i f i c  k I i  s ir i , c -
t he  f l ank  of t he  b a t t a l i o n , the  ba t t a l i on  c o m m a n d e r  is so i n f o r m e d .  F-I c i r : . i y  t h e n  - h u . i i i  a f l a n k
s i t i r i t y  e lem e n t , n o r m a l ly f r o m  the r e s e r v e, to r i - g a i n  and  m a i n ta i n  , on t a ct  -a t i h  t i l e  ad j a c e n t

- 
- u n i t .  I n f a n t r y  is  capable  of p e r f o r m i n g  th i s  m i s s i o n  c ’h e n  p r ov i~~ed w i t h - i r - ~~ or t ju , r ah l e  to

t h o s e  o r g a n h .  to the  r e c o n n a i s s a n ce pla toon .  I n f a n t r y  e l e r i i , - n i s  . i - ’si~~rn ‘1 f l a i i r ~ s r e - n i r i . :  mis-
sion s m u s t  be p rov ided  inc  r e a sed  m o b i l i t y ,  f ir c p~~a e r and c o i r i r r i  , i n . c  a t  1 - in s .  1 he  sOu N e a n - :
type of v e h i c l e s , weapons  and c o m m u n i c a ti o n s  shook !  be m a de  a it - t i t e r  of S t IP .  I mm e  ~l , i t  - -

r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  of f l a n k  s.- i  t r i t y  e l e r t . r - n t s  t i  t u e  hn c r n m a r r! , - r , i. i i  h i ~ t h e  ri - a i l s  t o  c i t i l t e r
t h r i - a s  t o  the  f l a n k , is e s sen t i a l . T h e r e f o r e , h au l ,  5, -c u r t l y  e l - i ,  , - t . t .s a r .’ n i r n  i l l y  en .p boyed
u n d e r  bn r u t  rol . R e a r  si - i r i r - i t y  and  a d d i t i o n a l  f j a r h —  s i c  u r r t ~ a : t a : i . , d b~ & c r s i t l n i i i ~~ t in -
bn r e s e r v e , c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e : r  a n t i c i p a t e n  i i i  l i - n  - 1 nec t h e  i l i t - S  a& i r r e
is r e m o v e d  f r o m  o ther  f o r c e s , a r e a r  g u t  r ’l m o s t  be p r o v i l - - 1  - -l he  r e a r  g i l  rd is kep t  to  a
m i n i m u m, c o n si  s i r - n i  w i t h t h e  i r i - i t  - 1 he cec il p . 1 -  r ma des  i g u t  i i  - ‘  r i  s e r ve  o n h t (  

~
) to  b 1

prepa red to move  to  the  f l a n k ( s )  i f  ii s t u t u  i p i t . - - t h a t  - i  f l a n k  r a y  b t : . r , - . , t . - n i -d or be. on~ e
e x p o s e d .  The bn s e c u r i t y  is fu r t h e r  en ’ a i . ~-d b y a r a r i d  g r u n d  Sn r c  , . , , n c e  p r o v i d e d  by o r -

• gani c , a t t ached  and s u p p o r t i n g  u n i t s .

1) The  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  pla toon  ( w i t h  a. .- sh o r t  r i n g i - r , i d ar  t e a m  . i i t i c l i t d) is di-
r e c t e d  t i  s c r e e n  the  bn s o u t h  f lani ’  and to  m a i n t a i n  r i n t a c t  w i t h  ~d Bde T h i s  t i a r i k  s cons id -
ered  the mos t  dangerous  f l a n k  due to known  in e r T l y d i s p o s i t i o n s, a d i t i r - r e n t  b r i gade  oit- i  sev-
e ral favorab le  e n e m y  avenues  of  a p p r o a c h  in to  the bn j r - i  f r o m  the  s o u t h , a r t  i c u l a r l y  t h e

• rid ge l ine  approach  leading in f r om t h e  s o u t h  of Obj  U -  B y d i r e c t i n g  the  ni - c o n n a i s s i n c  e p la-
toon to s c r e e n  the  s o o t h  f l a n k , the  c o m m a nd - r  r e l i e v e s  Co .-\ of t h i s  r e sp o n s i b i l i t y .

( 2 )  In th is  s i t u a t i o n , no r e q u i r e m e n t  e x i s t s  f o r  a s e c u r i t y  e l emen t  to  s c r e e n  the
n o r t h  f lank . The  a t t a c k i n g  company on the  n o r t h  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  J F  1/ 6 7 .  Howeve r ,
if con t ac t  is lost , th e b a t t a l i o n  c o m m a n d e r  w i l l  he i n f o r me d .  The  b a t t a l i o n  c o m m a n d e r  has
d i r e c t e d  Company C , the r e s e r v e , to be p r e p a r e d  to j i r o v i r i r - a r i f l e pla toon  to a s s u m e  t h i s
m i s s i o n  if n e c e s s a ry .  To ass i gn th i s  mission i n i t i al ly wo uld u n n e c e s s a r i ly dep le te  the bat-
ta l ion  .e s e r v e .

25. TEACHING POINTS APPLICABLE:

a. The  b a t t a l i o n  c o m m a n d e r  a l l o c a t e s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m b a t  p o w e r  to s u b o r d i n a te  e l e m e n t s ,
as r e q u i r e d , to a ccompl ish  t h e i r  ass igned m i s s i o n s .

b. The  medium range  r a d a r  t e a m s  i n ’  n o r m a l l y  e m p l o y e d  in g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t  of the
ba t t al i o .i  and pos i t ioned  to - x t e n r !  - t he  c o v e r ag e  of the  s h o r t  r ange  rada r t r im s .

c. The  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  pl a t o o n  is n o r m a l l y emp lo yed to  sc re -n  t h e  mos t  d a n g e r o u s
flank of the b a tt a l i o n .

—-“ -—- -
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d. Secur i ty  f or ces r eq u i r e d  in addi t i on to the  r eco nn aissan ce pla toon a r e nor mall y
fu rn i shed  from the reserve  and operate  under  the cont ro l  of the bat ta l ion commander .

e. The an t i t ank  platoon provide s the ba t ta l ion  w i t h  an a n t i t a n k  c ap a b i l i t y  and is nor-
mally employed in gene ra l  support  of the ba t ta l ion .

f. The heavy mortar section is normal)y employed as a section and is positioned to
support  the main a t t ack .

g. The davy c rockett section provides a nuclear capability and is normally employed
in genera l  suppor t  of the ba t ta l ion .

30 (
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Command and Staff Department
UNITED STATES A R M Y  INFANT RY SCHOOL

Fort I -k•ni i ing ,  Georgia
6135

F U N D A M E N T A L S  OF O F F E NSIVE COMBAT 6136
6137

P R A C T I C A L  E X E R C I S E  6 17 0

Sec t ion  Xl
(Sketch Map D)

.~b. SI T L J A r I ON  CON I I N I J h D :  The a t t ac k  c o m m e n c e d  as p lanned  and the in i t i a l  ob jec t ive s
w e r e  r a p i d l y s e i z e d .  Task  F o r c e s  ALFA and B R A V O  con t inued  the a t tack .  The a t t a ck  pro-
g r e s s e d  a c c o r d i n g  to plan un t i l  T a s k  Force ALFA r e a c h e d  HILL 585 at w h i c h  t ime Capt . TF
A LFA  r e p o r t s  t h a t  his u n i t  has been  stopped b y the e n e my  dug in on HILL 585 and has r ece ived
h e a v y  c a s u a l t i e s .  He t u r t h e r  r .  p. s t ha t  he is c o m m i t t i n g  his r e s e r v e  and should be able to
r educe  the  e n e my  de f e n s e s  ~vi thi i i  - 1~p r o~~imately  an h o u r .  Capt , Task  F o r c e  BRAVO r e p o r t s
t h a t  he i s  c o n t i n u i n g  the a t t a c k . The  s i t u a t i o n  is as shown  on Ske tch  Map D. R e p o r t s  i nd i ca t e
tha t  e n e m y  in u n k n o w n  s t r e n g t h  o c c up y  Obj U and T.

— 27. F I Fr H  R E Q I J I R h : N i l - ; .\ 1 Y o u  a r e  Lt Col , Ta sk  F o r ce  1/ 66 .  What  o r d e r s  or ins t ruc-
t ions do you i s s u e  to t h e  f o l l o w i ng :

a. Y o u r  c o m p a ny  co m m a n d e r s  ~

b . Y o u r  FSC ?

3 1 
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Command and Staff Department
UNITED STATES ARMY INFANTRY SCHOOL

Fort Benning, Geor gia
6135

FUNDAMENTALS O~ OFFENSIVE COMBAT 6 136
6137

PRACTICAL EXERCISE 6170

Section XII
(Sketch Map D l )

28. - SOLUTION TO FIFTH R E Q U I R E M E N T :

a. ( 1) TF ALFA: Detach one tank platoon fo r  a t tachment  to Co C; seize HILL 585; re-
ve r t  to r e s e r v e ;  be p r e p a r e d  to seize or a s s i s t  TF C H AR L I E  in the s e i z u r e  of Obj U on o r d e r .

(~ ) FF BRAVO: Seize Obj T; con t inue  the a t t a c k  to seize Obj U on o rder .

( 3 )  TF CHARLIE:  A t t a c h e d  tank p latoon f r o m  TF ALFA; move to the n or th , by-
pass TF ALFA and a s sume  main a t t ack  to seize Obj U; c o n t i n u e  the at tack to seize Obj T on
o r d e r .

• (4 ) Tk Co ( - ) :  No  change  in mi s s ion .

b . FSC: P r i o r i t y  of f i r e s  to TF CHARLIE.

29. DISCUSSION OF SOLUTION TO FIFTH R E Q U IR E M E N T :

a. I n this  s i t u a t i o n  the task f o r c e  m aking the ma in  a t t ack  has been held up w h i l e  the
tas k f o r c e  m a k i n g  the  s u p p o r t i n g  a tt ack  has been s u c c e s s f u l .  In o rde r  to m a i n t a i n  the  momen-
tu m of the  a t t a c k , the  ba t ta l ion  commander  decides to commi t  his r e se rve  to the n o r t h , bypas s
TF ALF A , a nd a s sume  the mi s s ion  of the main a t t ack . He wei g h t s  th is  a t t a c k  by the  a t tach -
me n t of a t ank  platoon a nd by s h i f t i n g  p r i o r i t y  of f i r e s  to thi s u n i t .  Since CU , TF A LFA has
re por ted  he has r ece ived  heavy casualt ies and has commit ted  his  r e s e r v e , Lt Col , TF 1/66
d e t e r m i n e s  t t  is riot f eas ib le  to hol d up TF BRAVO u n t i l  the  r e s i s t a n c e  has been overcome.
He,  t h e r e f o r e , di r e c t a  TF BRAVO to cont inue the  a t t ack  to  the  east  and se ize  objec t ive  T.
The s i t u a t i o n  s t i l l  r e q u i r e s  two compa nies in the a t t a c k i ng  echelon.  C o n s e q u e n t l y, the bat-
ta l ion  com m a n d e r  c o m m i t s  the r e se rve  to bypass  TF ALFA to t h e  n o r t h , and assit me the  main
a t t a c k  to s e i ze  Obj U. The r e s e r v e  has been fo l lowing  the c o m p a n y  m a k i n g  the  m a i n  a t t a c k  b y
bounds and is in  a pos i t ion  to a s sume  the m i s s i o n  of TF ALFA . In add i t i o t i , all un i t s  a re  in-
f o r med of the  c h a n g e s  in the  scheme of maneu ver .

b . The  most  ex ped i t ious  ac t ion  the  b a t t a l i o n  c o m m a n d e r  can take to s u p p o r t  t h e  c h a n g e
in h is  plan of a t t a ck  is to sh i f t  th e  p r i o r i t y  of f i r e s . The fac t  t h a t  p r i o r i t y  of f i r e s  is s h i f t e d
to TF CH A R L I E  does not i n d i c a t e  tha t  TF ALFA wi l l  not have th e  f i r e s  n e c e s s a r y  to accom-
plish i t s  m i s s i o n. W h e n  mo re than  one un i t  calls f o r  f i r e s  at the  S a n t e  t i m e ,  t h e  ca l l  of t h e
un i t  w h i c h  has p r i o r i t y  is a n s w e r e d  f i r s t .  How -ever , i f  a u n i t  called fur fires on a tar ge t more
se r io us in n a t u r e  than  the  p r i o r i ty  u n i t ,  t h e s e  f i r e s  may  be a n s w e r e d  fi r s t .

30. T E A C H I N G  POINTS APPLICABLE:

a . The  r e s e r v e  is emp loyed to i r a i n t a i n  the m o m e n t u m  of the  i t t a c k  t o  e n su r e  the  ac-
comp l i s hm e n t  of the  mi s s ion .

33
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b. The commander must  be prepared to commit  his r e s e r v e  wi thout  hes i t a t ion .

c . The sh i f t ing  of p r i o r i t y  of f i r e s  is an expeditious means of changing emphasis f rom
one uni t  or area  (axis )  to another .

34
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Conimand and Staff T)t~partment
[Nil El )  STXI’ES .\ RMY IN F A N T R V  SCHOOL

Fort Ben a j ag, Geoi’gia

6135
FU N D A M E N -F A ~~~ OF OFF ENSIVE COMBA I 6 136

6137— P R A C T I C AL  EXERCI S E & l 7 0

S e c t i o n  X I I I
Sketc h Map F

(THIS SI F U A  l ION HAS NO R E L A T I O N  10 PREVIOUS S IF U A T I O N S )

31. GENERA L SITUA FI0\.

a . ~ l st  Inf Div has been a t t ac k i n g  eas t  f o r  the past  s e v e ra l  d ay s .  Ea r l y today the ar-m ored  ca va l r y  squadron , l ead ing  the  div is ion , was ha l t e d  b y s t r o n g  A g g re s s o r  r e s i s t a n ce  alongline as s ho w n  on Sketch Map E. Immediate a t t em p t s  to c o n t i n u e  the  a t t a c k  \~e re  met  w i th  heavyauto mat ic  weapons , a n t i t a n k , and a r t i l l e ry  fi r e s .  I h ie d i v i s i o n  c om m a n d e r  has o rde red  the twoleading b r igades  to at t a c k  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r m o r e d  c a v a l r y  s q u a d ro n  at 060445 Aug to se ize  hi g hground  in vic of n e a r  bank of B L U E  C R E EK  and c o n t i nu e  the  a t t a c k  e a s t  on o r d er .  The  1st Bdeon the n o r t h  wi l l  a t t a c k  t o seize O bj e c t i v e  210 .

b . The 1s t Bde p r e s e n t l y has  a t t a c h e d  or in s up p o r t  the  fo l lowing  u n i t s :

1/ 66 In !
1/ 67 Inf
1/ 68 In!
A 1/ l  A r m o r
A/ f l  E n gr  (OS)
1~~4 5 A r t y ( OS )
I j  47 A r t y  ( R e i n f  1/43 A r t y )

The b r i gade c o m m a n d e r  ha s  dec ided  to a t t a c k  w i t h  2 ba t t a l ion  t a sk  f o r c e s  ( T F  1 / u nand TF 1/ 6 7 )  in i t i a l l y, Wi th  TF 1/67 mak ing  th e  m a i n  a t t a c k  in the  south  to p e n e t r a t e  and s e iz eHILL 575. TF 1/66 v. i l l  make  a s u p p o r t i ng  a t t ack  to se ize  HILL 570. Upon s e i z u r e  of h ILL575 , I F 1~ t i7  ~ ill a s s i st  passage I F  1 , b h , and  r - v e r t  to bde r i - s e r v e  - The  b r i gade corn n u a n d _e r v i s u a l i ze s  ear l y seiz u r e  of HILL 575 to f a c i l i t a t e  p a s s a g e  of TF 1/68 to se ize  Obj 210.

c. In te l l ige nce r epo r t s  i n d i c a t e  th e  enemy  s i t u a t i o n  in the  zone of 1/ 67 to be as shownon Ske tch  Map E. Foot p a t r o l s  have  su c c e s s f u lly p e n e t r a t e d  a p p r o x im a t e l y 2000 m e te r s  a longJAMES C R E E K  and r e p o r t  t h a t  g aps e x i s t  in t h e  enemy d e f e n s e  in the sw ampy  a r e a . A e r i a lr e c o n n a i s s an c e i n d i c a t es  c o n s i d e r ab l e  A g g r e s s o r  m o v em e n t  on r o a d s  e a s t  of O bj e c t i v e  2 1 0 .

d. f e r r a i n and w e a t h e r . ~ e a t h e r  is mi ld  and r a i ny .  Poor V i s i b i l i t y  c o n d i t i o n s  a r eexpec ted  fo r  th e  n e x t  I -~ u n t~ - f o u r  h i o u  r per iod  d ue to p r e d i c t e d  fog and i n t e r - t u  i l t e n t  h e a v y  rains q u a l l s .  Wind  is f r o m  the  eas t  at 5 kn o t s .  T r a f f i c a b i l i t y  is  gene  r a l l y good ex c e p t  in t h e  s w am p yarea  along JAMES C R E EK . H e r e  v e h i c l e  m o v e m e n t  is p r o h i b i t e d  due  to s o f t  se - f a c e  and h e a v ywood s . These  co n d i t i o n s  do not ove r l y r e s t r i c t  m o v e m e nt of d i s m ou n t e d  t roops . C o n c e a l m en tand cov e r  are e x c - l l e n t  in the  s w am p y  a r e a  and f r o m  f a i r  to good t h r o u g hout  the  re m a i n i n g  a r e a .
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Lig ht D a t a :

I)A’VE I3MNT BMCT EE CT EEI\ MOONRIS E MOONSET

5 Aug  - 0545 xxxx xxxx  ~ 002 xxxx xxxx
6 A ug - 0548 x x x x  x xx x  2003 xx x x  xxxx

e. A n u c l e a r  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s ;  h . ~ e v e r , nuc l ea r w e a p o n s  wi l l  not be emp loyed  in t he
co rps zone un t i l  a u t h o r i z e d  b y th e  c o r p s  com m a n d e r . F r i e ndl y a ir  sup por t  is capable of a t ta in-
ing local a i r  su p e r i o r i t y f o r  li m i t ed p m - n o d s .

32. S P E C I A L  SITUATION:  It is rune . 050930 Aug . TF 1/67  now occup ies a s s e m bl y a r e a s
approx i m ately  2 k u -i we s t  of p r e s e n t  h u e  uf c o n t a c t .  l h e  b a t t a l i o n  c o m m a n d e r  has  comp leted an
a e r i a l  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  of t he  a r e a .  Based  on an a n a l y s i s  of the  miss ion  and the e x i s t i n g  situa-
t ion , he dec ide d  to i n f i l t r a t e  a f o r c e  to se iz e  H I L L  575 to pene t r a t e  the in i t i a l  on e -m y  de f e n s e
pos i t ions .  He has r eques t ed  and ob ta in i -d  a p p r o v a l  f r o m  the hi g her  h e a d q u a r t e r s  to inf i l t r a t e -
p r i o r  to the  des i gna ted  t i m e  of a t t a c k . I F  1/67 has  the  fo l lowing  a t t a c h m e n t :

l A l/ l  A r m o r

33. SIXTH R E Q U I R E M E N T : You a r e  Lt Col , 1st Bn , 67th In!.

a . W } u a t  is y o u r  s c h e m e  of m a n e u v e r  and task  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?

b. a ho wil l  rec eive-  p r i o r i t y  of f i r e s  ?

c. V~ m u ch of the  fo l lowi ng c o n t r o l  m e a s u r es  w ill yo u p r e s c r i b e  to c o n t r o l  the  i n f i l t r a t i n g
fo r c e ?

(1 )  Line of d e p a r t u r e ?

(2)  Point of d e p a r t u r e ?

( 3 )  I n f i l t r a t i o n  lanes ?

(4)  R ally points  or a reas ?

( 5 )  A t t a c k  pos i t i on s~

(6) Ti m e of a t t a c k ?

( 7 ) Obj e c t i v e s ?

(8 ) Othe r c o n t r o l s  ?

d. a hat  con t ro l  m e a s u r e s  do you c o n s i d e r  in p l ann ing  thu  s op p o r t in 1.~ a t t a c k ?

e- . W h a t  p r o v i s i o n s  do you make f o r  f lank s e c u r i t y ?
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Command and Staff Department
~‘N 1TED STATES AR~v1Y INFANT RY SCHOOL

Fort Benning, Georgia
6135

F U N D A M E N T A L S  OF OFFENSIVE COMBAT 6 136
6137

PRACTICAL EXERCIS E 6170

Sect ion XIV
Sketch Map El

34. SOLUTION TO SIXTH R E Q U I R E M E N T :

a . Scheme of maneuve r :  TF 1/67 will make a ni gh t - type  a t tack wi th  two companies to
se ize  Object ives  1 , 2 ,  and 3, a s s i s t  passage  of TF 1/68 , reve rt to bde re se rve . Co B i n f i l t r a t e
at 052315 Aug , and on own in i t ia t ive  seize HILL 575 (Obj 1). TF ALFA at tack 060445 Aug .

- t or soo n e r  on order , seize HILLS 578 and 564 (Obj 2 and 3), link up wi th  Co B. TF ALFA and
Co B assist passage of TF 1/68. Co B makes main at tack.  Co inf i l t ra te  on o rde r  to vic ini ty  —

ral l y point JOHN , p repare  to a s s i s t  TF ALFA , Co B or passage of TF 1/68.

b. P r i o r i t y of fi res to Co B making  the main a t tack .

c. Sketch Map E l .

d. Sketch Map El .

e. The reconnaissance pla toon (one shor t  range  radar  team a t t ached) -  is d i rec ted  to
sc reen  the so uth f lank and maintain contact  wi th  Zd Bde.

35. DISCUSSION OF SOLUTION TO SIXTH REQUIREMENT:

a. In analyz in g exist ing f a c t o r s  the commander  de termined  that  an excellent opportunit f
ex i s t s  to m o ve f o r c e s  to a position behind the initial enemy posit ions by inf i l t ra t ion .  He f u r t h e  -

.

d e t e r m i n e d  that  the s e i z u r e  and con t ro l  of HILL 575 (Obj 1), in r e a r  of t he en em y ’ s ini t ia l  de-
fense  by infi l t ra t ion , will g r e a t ly f a c i l i t at e de st ruc t ion of in it ial  enemy f o r c e s tha t  mus t be
eh i m~nat ed  to acc o m p li sh the a s s igned mission.  Two companies a re  considered suf f ic ien t  to
make the pene t r a t ion  to p e r m i t  passage  of TF 1/68 , b u t d i f f i cu l t  fi g h t i n g  ma y be re qu i r e d  to
dislod ge the enemy dug in on HILL 578 (Obj 2) .  The s u r p r i s e  e f fec t  ga ined  by a ni ght a t t a c k  ~ri
the i r  r ea r  a rea  will tend to unde rmine the morale and reduce th-r combat e f f i c iency  of these
fo r ce s .  S e i z u r e  of }-IILL 575 , w h i c h  is ke y te r rain , will cause ti-ic enemy to divide his f i - - e s ,
block his wi thd rawal and d i v e r t  the movement  of enemy  r e s e r v e s .  The scheme of manet v er  t~nd
con t ro l  m e a s u r e s  fo r  the in f i l t r a t i n g  fo r ce  will  be developed as par t  of the ba t ta l ion  plan of u t
t ack.  Tact ica l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  for  t he  i n f i l t r a t i o n  will  follow- the  same pr inci p les as fo r  a ni~h t

attack and f o r  a l i n k - u p  opera t ion .  The i n f i l t r a t i n g  company will  move in groups of platoon s ize
t h r o ug h and a r o u n d  ene my posi t ions  using s tea l th  and d i s p e r s i o n  to escape det ec t ion .  In ad d i t ion
to p r e a r r a n g e d  si gn als , co ntrol  m e a s u r e s , and f i r e  s u p p o r t , r aj a r  may be e f f e c t i v e ly e m n j  hoyed
to a ss is t  in s u r v e y i n g  in f i l t r a t i o n  l a n e ( s )  for  enemy ac t iv i ty  and/or  to d e t e r mi n e  the p m o~~r ~ss of
the  i n f i l t r a t : r m g  u n i t .  The i n f i l t r a t i ng  groups upon c los ing  at p r edes i g n a te d  a t t a c k  po s ii ir - n~ , wi ll
f o r m  fo r the a t t a c k .  Dc-pending upon the  s i t u a t i o n , the  inf i l t r a t i o n  f o r c e  may r ema in  d sp u - i  sed
and concea l em.  ~ m i I i l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  into an a t t a c k  f o rm a t i o n  at a p r e s c r i b e d  place and tim - e. In
th i s  s i t u a t e u n  as so, n as c o m m a n d e r , Company B is read y, the a t tack wil l  be l auncher  a g a i n s t
Obj 1. Sub eq u e n tl y l inku p w i t h  lF  ALFA or o ther  e l em e n t s  of Ti 1/67  wi l l  be accon pli shed.
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The p r imary  cons ide ra t ion  r e g a r d i n g  the ba t t a l ion  r e s e r v e  (Co C) is tha t  it be positioned and
r ead y fo r commitment  to inf luence the action of the battal ion.  Posi t ioned in the  v i c i n i t y  01 H I L L
453 the r e s e r v e  will be in posi t ion to suppor t  the a t t ack  of Ti A LFA bu t  wil l  not be loca ted  f o r
employment  to ass i s t  Co B making the main  a t t ack  to se ize  Objec t ive  1. B y t i u m i e - l y  m o v e m e n t  of
the reserve to the v ic i n it y of ra l l y poi nt JOHN it w ill be f a v o r a b l y s i t ua t ed  f o r  rap id emp lo y m e n t
in the area of the main attack to ensure  se izure  of Obj 1 , t o a s s i s t  in the s e i z u r e  of Obj e c t i v e
2 and 3 and to a s s i s t  TF 1/68 in its m o v e m e n t  beyond TF 1/67 to a t t a c k  Obj  ~l l 0.

b. ( I )  F i r e  suppor t  is planned to suppor t  the  passage of t i r e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  g r o u ps of Co
B th roug h ene my positions.  A p r e p a r a t i o n  and support ing f i r e s  w i l l  be p lann c- d on the in f i l t r a -
t ion ob jec t ive .  The p repara t ion  w ill be used onl y in the  event s u r p r i s e  is lost .  S ince  Co B wi l l
be li m i t e d  to hand c a r r i e d  wea po ns , additional f i r e  support  w i l l  be requ i red .

(2)  F i r e  s up p o r t  pla ns f o r  the ni ght at tac k are s imi la r  to those for  day li g ht a t t a c k s
and will be d iscussed in subsequent  p rob lems  on nig ht ope ra t i ons .

c. ( 1) The in f i l t r a t ion  will take place at n i g ht and will  r e q u i r e  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e s  simi -
lar to those  us ed in a ni g ht a t tack .  The line of d e p a r t u r e  desi gnated b y the br i gade wi l l  be
adopted by ba t t a l ion  fo r  the  s u p p o r t i n g  a t tack .

( 2)  Points  of d e p a r t u r e  are  desi gnated fo r  the i n f i l t r a t i ng  company .  A point of de-
p a r t u r e  is that  point  on the g round  w h e r e  the i n f i l t r a t i n g  uni t  or e lements  t h e r e o f  coo rd ina t e  w i th
the uni t  in contac t  as the point of d e p a r t u r e  to e l iminate  c o n f u s i o n  when  the  passage  of l ines is
e f f e c t e d .

( 3) The in f i l t ra t ion  lanes a r e  des igna ted  to provide space for  the  i n f i l t r a t i n g  g roups
to mov e by s t e a l t h  to a t tac k posit ions and to f ac i l i t a t e  the con t ro l  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  of suppo r t i ng
f i res .  In selectici g in f i l t r a t i on  lanes the ba t ta l ion  c o m m a n d e r  chooses a reas  in w h i c h  gaps a r e
kn ow n t o e x i s t  in en emy  defe nses .  If poss ib le  and ap p r o p r i a t e , mul t i p le lanes a re  used fo r
passag e t h r o u g h the ene my posi t ions .  If an i n f i l t r a t i n g  g r o u p  is f i r e d  upon a sho rt  t ime  a f t e r
c ross in g the LD the inf i l t ra t ing  fo rce will a t t emp t  to avoid the enemy;  however , if r equ i r ed it
wi l l  f i r e  on the enemy  and cont inue the i n f i l t r a t i o n .  Groups  tha t  lose d i r e c t i o n  or a r e  unable  to
bypa ss ene m y r e s i s t a n c e  proceed to r ally in g points  or a reas  and take a p p r o p r i a t e  ac t ion as re-
qui r ed by c o n t i n g e n t  pla ns. In this  s i t ua t i on  the  ba t ta l ion  commander  d e s i g n a t e d  t w o  i n f i l t r a -
t ion lanes to provide adequa te  space for  Co B to i n f i l t r a t e  to the  a s s i gned at ta ck p o s i t i o n .

(4)  R a lly ing poin ts  or  a reas  a r e  s e l ec t ed  to a s s i s t  in con t ro l l i ng  the  i n f i l t r a t i o n .
The unexpected may and pr obabl y wil l  occ u r  d u r i n g  t h i s  type of ope ra t i on .  T h e r e f o r e , the in-
f i l t r a t i n g f o r c e  m u s t  know w h a t  to do in the even t  the enemy ac t ion  p r e v e n t s  the f o r c e , o r any
pa r t  of it , f rom accomp l i s h i n g  i ts  miss ion .  rhe  desi g na ted  ral ly pos i t ions  (JOHN and JOE) a r e
eas i ly r ec og nized and wi ll f a c i l i t a te  co nt ro l  and the  i n i t i a t i o n  of c o n t i n g e n c y  p lans  if  r e q u i r e d .

(5) At tack  pos i t ions  a re  no r m all y d e s i gnated in a n ig h t  a t t a c k  to e f f e c t  last  m i n u t e
c o o r d i n a t i o n  p r i o r  to c r o s s i n g  t h e  LI) . In th i s  s i t u a t i o n  a t t a c k  p o s i ti o n s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  b y bat-
ta l io n to the  sup po r ti ng at t ack ( C o A )  and to t h e in f i l t r a t i n g f o rce  (Co B).  T i m e  a t t a c k  pos i t i on
ass ig ned Co B is located sho r t  of i t s  ob jec t ive  (Obj 1) to provide  f o r  asse- mnbh y of i n f i l t r a t i n g
groups , adopt ion of an a t t ack  f o r m a t i o n , a nd last  m i n u t e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  fo r  the  a t t a c k .  No a t t a c k
position was designated for Co B sho r t  of the LD . H o w e v e r , if  the compa ny c o m m a n d e r  d e s i r e s
he may  specify attack positions s h o r t  of the  LD to c o o r d i n a t e  the  m o v e m e n t  of i n f i l t r a t i n g  g r o u p s
to a nd t h r o u gh points of d e p a r t u r e .

( 6) The d e s i r e d  t ime  of a t t a c k  is 060445 Aumg . It is a n t i c i pated tha t  t i m e  i n f i l t r a t -
ing fo rce  will need a p p r o x i m a t e l y f ive  and one half hou r s  to i n f i l t r a t e , clo se , and f o r m  for  the
attack. T h e r e f o r e , t h e  in f i l t r a t i o n  will  beg in at 052 315 Aug  . i h i s  t i m e  u s  r e p o r t e d  to
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b r i g a d e  sinc e the  c o m m a n d e r  Co B has b een  d i r e c t e d  to a t t ack  on his  own i n it i a t i v e .  He will
des i gna te  the  ac tua l  t ime of a t tack  ag ains t  Obj 1 as soon as he d e t e r m i n e s  tha t  his company will
be read y to a t t ack .

(7)  I n f i l t r a t i o n  o b j e c t i v e s  se lec ted  may be key t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s  in t he  e n e m y  r e a r
a rea the  cont ro l  of wh ich  will  r e s t r i c t  m o v e u i r e n t  of the r e s e r v e s  or i so la te  d e f e n s e  pos i t ions .
They  m a y  also be e n e m y  r e s e r v e s, f i r e  suppor t  means , o r  command control  or log i s t i ca l  instal-
l a t i o n s .  S m n al l  i n f i l t r a t i o n  f o r c e - s m a y  also h u e e m n p lo y ed on i n t e l l i gence or t a r g e t  u e c h u i s i t i o n
mi s s ions  w h i c h  wi l l  s u p p o r t  t he  a t t a c k .  In t h i s  case  H I L L  575 , k ey  t e r r a i n  has been ass i g ned
to ba t t a l ion  b y b r i g a d e - . The seiz u r e  and con t ro l  of HILL 575 wil l  r e su l t  in a p e n e t r a t i o n  of the
i n i t i a l  e n e m y  d e f e n s e  p o s i t i o n , and p e r m i t  t he  m ovemen t  of Ti 1/68 t h r o u g h to con t inue  t h e
b r i g a d e  a t t a c k  to Obj  2 10 .

( 8) As soon as Co B has i n f i l t r a t e d  and a s sembled  it will  conduc t  a ni g ht a t t a c k
a g a i n s t  Obj 1. B~ cause  of i n c r e a s e d  d i f f i c u l t y  in c o n t r o l l i n g  and c o o r d i n a t i n g  a ni g ht a t t a c k , ad-
d i t io nal c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e s  a r e  emp loyed to inc lude :  a t t a c k  pos i t i ons , points  of d e p a r t u r e ,
b o u n d a r i e s  d i r ec t i o n s  of a t t a c k , r e l e a s e  poin ts , p robab le  l ine of dep l o y m e n t  and sp e c i f i c  objec-
t i v e s  lee r each s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  p l a n n i n g  - c o n t r o l l i n g  and c o n d u c t i n g  t h e -
n ig ht a t t a c k  w i l l  be c o v e r e d  in d e t a i l  in  s u b s eq u e n t  p r o b l e m s  on n i g h t  ope r a t i o n s .

d. A s u p p o r t i n g  a t t ack  wil l  be made by Ti A LFA (Co A w i th  lA l / l  A r m o r  a t t a c h e d )  to
se ize  Obj 2 and 3 . A d i r e c t i o n  of a t t a c k  is a s s igned so t h a t  Ti ALFA wil l  a t t a c k  Ob jec t ive  -~
f r o m  the n o r t h w e s t .  An a t t ack  f r o m  this  d i r e c t i o n  w i l l  avoid a f r o n t a l  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  Obj 2 and
d i rec t  the  f i r e s  of TF ALFA a w a y  f r o m  Obj 1. S e i z u r e  of Obj 2 wi l l  r u p t u r e  the  e n e m y  f o rw a r d
d e f e n s e  and p e r m i t  e a r l y linkup  w i t h  Co B on Obj  1. A c o n t i n u e d  a t t a c k  to t he  s o u t h  to  se ize
Obj 3 wil l  w iden  the  gap and f a c i l i t a t e  e a r l y p a s s ag e  of Ti 1/68.  [F A L F A  wi l l  a t t a  k as soon
as the m a i n  a t t a c k  (Co B) is l aunched  a g a i n s t  Obj  1, or  at 0445 if the  i n f i l t r a t i n g  f o r c e  has  not
a t t a c k e d  b y th is  t i m e . Since  the  a t t a c k  b y Ti A L F A  wi l l  be a ni~~ht  a t t a c k  the cont ro l  m e a s u r e s
p r e v i o u s ly r e f e r r e d  to in d i s c u s s i ng  the  i n f i l t r a t i ng  f o r c e  n i g h t  a t t a c k  a r e  app l i c a b l e .  In addi-
t ion  a f i r e  c o n t r o l  line ( F C L )  wi l l  be added b e t w e e n  Obj  1 and 2 and c h e c k  po in t s  ma y  be d e s i g-
nated to ass i s t  coordina t ion  of f i r e s , l inkup and if r e q u i r e d  t i-m e emp l o y m e n t  of the  r e s er v e . The
tank platoon , a t t a c h e d  to Co A , loca ted  in the  v i c i n i t y  of the  L I )  i n i t i a l ly w ill move to j o i n  Co A
as soon as the  t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  p e r m i t .

e .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  f l a n k  s e c u r i ty  s i m i l a r  to t h o s e  d is c u s s e d  in S e c t i o n  N ,
p a r a g r a ph 24d , a r e  app l icabl i-  to t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n .  The  s o u m t h  f l a n k  is c o n s i d e r e d  by the  b a t t a l i o n
c o m m a n d e r  to be the m o s t  d a n g e -  rous  f l a n k .  He d i r e c t s  t he  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  p la toon  to  s c r e e n
t u u , i t  f l , t r k and  to m m a m n t a i n  e i m r t ~~~ e t w i t h  t he  Zd B r ig a d e  - No f l a nk  s e c u r i t y  is c o n s i d e r e d  ne- c e s sar y
i n i t i a l l y on t h e  n o r t h  f lank . The  i n f i l t r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  is along t h i s  f l a n k , and the  h i m  u l t r a t i n g
f o r c e  w i l l  i i i  r n i sh  i t s  own s e c u r i t y .  F u r t h e r , s e c u r i ty  wi l l  be a c h i t - v e -d b y t h e  :m u u v e m e n t  and
pos i t ion ing  of t h e  r e s e r v e  (Co C)  on t i m e -  n o r t h  f l ank  of the b a t t a l i o n .  F lank  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t i m e  . e t t a c k
wi l l  be a s s u m e d  by I F  1/68 upon passage  t h r o ugh  Ti 1/67 .

36. T E A CI - I I N D  POINTS A P I LICABLE:

a . I n f i l t r a t i o n  is a t e c h n i que  of a c c o m pl i s h i n g  a pe n e t r a t i o n .

b. I h e  p u r p o s e  of an i n f i l t r a t i o n  is to d e p loy s t r o n g  f o r c e s  in t ime-  e n e m y  r e a r  f o r  de-
c i s ive  t u s k s  w h i l e -  e x h e o s i n e  o n ly  sma l l  f o r c e s  to e n e m y  f i r e s  d u r i n g  the  p a s s ag e -  t h r ou g h t h e
e n e m y d o t e - m m  sc .
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F U N D A M E N F A L S  OF O F F E N S I V E  COMBAT 6136

6137
P R A C T I C A L  E X E R C I SE  6 17 0

Sec t ion  X V
(Ske tch  Map F)

(THIS S I T U A T I O N  HAS NO R E L A T I O N  TO PR E V I O U S  S I T U A T IO N S )

37. G E N E R A L  SITUATION

:~. The 52d M e c h an iz e d  D i v i s i o n , a t t a c k i ng  to the east , S e i z e d  O bj e c t i v e  550 ( a p p r o x m -
ma te l y 2 km w e s t  of R o c k  Cit ~~).  C o n t i n u a t i o n  of the a t t a c k  was  de layed  to p e r m i t  r e f u e l i n ~of ve hicles and to al low t ime  for ad j a c e n t  un i t s  to ca tch  up. The di v is ion is now read y to c o n -
t inue  the a t t ac k .  E n e my  r e s i s t a n c e  has been  d i m i n i s h in g  d u r i ng  the past s e v e r a l  d a y s .  E l e m e n t s
of the 52d M u c h  Div a r e  p r e s e n t l y in c o n t a c t  w i t h  the e n e my  as shown  on Ske tch  .‘ i a p F.

b. The d iv i s i on  c om m a n d e r  has v i s i t e d  t i m e  CP 1st Bde and i s s u e d  the f o l l o w i ng  o r d e r s :

The d i v i s i o n  c o n t i n u e s  the a t t a c k  at 0545 h o u r s  w i th  t w o  b r i gades  in the a t t a c k i n g
e c h e l o n ;  the 1st Bde in the n o r t h  and the 2d Bde in the s o u t h .  The 1st Bde wi l l  a t t a c k  and se ize
O b j e c t i v e  520 and c o n ti n u e  the a t t a c k  to the ea s t  on o r d e r .  G2 r ep o r t s  the e n e m y  s t r en ~~th in
y o u r  a r e a  an e s t i m a t e d  u n d e r  st r e n g t h  b a t t a l i o n  r e i n f o rc e d  b y t a n k s  and a r t i l l e ry .  I t h ink  you
wil l  be ab le  to make the a t t ac k  m o u n t e d  most  of t he  w ay  to se ize  the a s s igned  o b j e c t i v e .

c. The fo l l owing  u n i t s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  to or a r e  in s up p o r t  of the  1st Bde .

2 / 7 6  M e c h
2 / 7 7  Mech
2 / 7 8  N l e c h
2/4 Armor
A2 / 2 3 Cay
A / 5 2  E n g r  ( R e i n f  w / l  b r i d ge p lat and 2 AV L B )
7/ 50 A r t y  Op (DS)

7 / 5 0  A r t y  (SF)
7 / 5 1  A r t y  (SF)

d. W e a t h e r  is f a i r  and cool , and the  w i n d  is f r o m  t h e  s o ut h w e s t  a t  5 k n o t s .  T ra f f ica -
b i l i ty  is g e n e r a l ly e x c e l l e n t  e x c e p t  in the  s w a mp y  a r e a s  along the COMO C r e e k  and O F F E N 13 -\ C 1 I
R i v e r .  Al l  s t r e a m s  and r i v e r s  a r e  f o r d a b l e  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y to v e h i c l e s .  N u m e r o u s  wo o d s  in the
are,i  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  m a n e u v e r  to some d e g r e e - b ut do not p r o h i b i t  m o v eu r - u e u u t  of t r a c k e d  v e h i c l e s .
T h e s e  a r e- a s  a r e  f r e e  of u n d e r g r o w t h  and  o f f e r  f a i r  c o n c e a l r u u e n t .  C o n c e a l m e n t  and cover  r u n
f r o m  good to f a i r  t h r ou g h o u t  the  a r e a .

e. N u c l e a r  weapons  have  been  u s e d  t a c t i ca l ly b y bo th  s i d e s .  N o  n uc l e a r  w e a p o n s  have-
been a l located  for th is  o p e r a t i o n .  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  A i r  F o rc e  h a s  local a i r  s u p e r i o r i ty .

38. SPECIA L S I TU A T I ON: It is now ’ 151800 Oct  . -\ t t a c  i u m m u e u i t s  and s u p p o r t i ne  u n i t s  Ihave r ep o r t e d !  to the  1st  Bde w h i c h  is l o c a t e d  ap p r o x i m a t e l y - i  km we s t  of R o e  :~~ C i i  V .  ROCK
C I I  ‘i’ is in t m u e  hands  of f r i e n d l y t roops .
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39. S E V E N T H  RE Q U I R E ME N T :  You a r e  Col , 1st Mech Bde.

a. What  is your  scheme of m a n e u v e r ?

b. Who will r e c e i v e  p r i o r i t y  of f i r e s ?

c. What  is your  task o rg a n i z a t i o n , in i t i a l  o r d e r  of n -m o v e m e n t  am - md p r o v i s i o n s  for f l a n k
se cu r i t y ?

d .  W h a t  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e - s do y o u  p r e s c r i b e  ( i n d i c a t e  on Sketch  Mal i  F ) ?

33963  A r m y - F t .  B e n n m r r ~~, Ga. 17 A p r 62 ~-l00
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Command and Staff Department
UNITED STATES ARMY INFANTRY SCHOOL

Fort Benning, Georgia
6135

FUNDAMENTALS OF OFFENSIVE COMBAT 6136
6137

PRACTICAL EXERCISE 6170

Sect ion XVI
(Sketch Map F l )

40. SOLUTION TO SEVENTH RE QUIREMENT:

a. Scheme of Maneuver:  1st Bde a t tacks  at 160545 Oct aiong Axis BLUE and Axis
WHtTE to seize objectives X and Y; TF 2/ 7 7  will attack on Axi s WHI’I E to seize objective Y ,
co nt inue  the a t tack to the east on o rder;  TF 2/ 7 6  will a t tack on Axis BLUE to seize object ive
X . con tinue the at tack to the east on o rder . TF 2/76  will make the main  a t t ack .  T F 2 / 4  A r -
mor and 2/ 78  Inf will follow TF 2 /76  on Axis BLUE .

b. P r i o r i t y  of F i res  to TF 2/76  leading the m a i n  a t t a ck .

c. Task organizat ion and ini t ial  orde r of movemen t .  (See page 44 and 4 5 . )  Troop A,
2d Recon Sqdn , 23d Cay , i s directed to secure  the no r th  f lank.

d. Sketch Map F l .
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TASK ORGANIZATION AND INITIAL ORDER OF MOVEMENT

AXIS BLUE AXIS WHITE
(MAIN ATTACK) (SUPPORTING ATTAC K)

IF 2~~~~~J76 IF 2I~~~~J77

I-
A21cJJ4 B2(~~~~.~~4

A7L~X~J 50 (OS) 2A 1_c~ D_)52 ( -s- one AVLB)(DS)

‘‘S

IA [~~~Dj 52  (I- one AVLB) (OS) if~~ J SI (OS)

~~ (Bde Comd Op)
A2 ~~~~~~J23

7I~~~~J50 (_) (DS)

AJj~~~~]52 (-)

S..

lE1~~~~]52 (Brg)

TF 2[c::~j4

A2I~~~~376
NOTE: In situations where woods restr ict but

do not prohibit movement of tracked

B2I:~~ J77 ve hicles , w here obstacles must be
breached or antitank defense s are

______ 
strong, on infantry — heavy task force

)~~ I (Bde CP) is preferred to le’-d the attack . The
task organization and order of move-
ment on this page indicate this type
organization .

2 78 (-)

A2 f~~~J78



ALTERNATE SOLUTION

TASK ORGANIZATION A N D  INITIA L ORDER OF M O V E M E N T

AXIS BLUE AXIS WHITE
(MAIN ATTACK) (SUPPORTING ATTACK)

TF 2Lc~~J4 TF 2c~~~J77

• A2~~~~~ 76 B2[cDl ~

A7~~~~~~50 (OS) 
2A( ~~J_~52 (+ one AVLB) (OS)... 

I I
lA{ c~~J_152 (i- one AVLB) (OS) 

~ c~-~i 51 (OS)

(Bde Comd Gp)

A2L~~~~23 
____

7~~~~~~~5O (-) (OS)

Af ~~~~J 52 (_)

-
‘ 

IE ~~~~~~~~~~j52 (Brg)

2~~~~~~~76 (-) 
-

HQ~~~~~~ I (Bde CP) 
NOTE: In the event onl y scattere d or

no woods were present to re-
I I st r ict maneuver , the commander

2L~~~J78 (_) may very we ll lead with a tank
heavy task force on the axis
w here the main attack will pass .

~~~~~~ The task organization and initial
order of movement is indicated on
th is page .
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41 . DISCUSSION OF SOLUTION TO S E V E N T H  R E Q U I R E M E N T :

a. The b r igade  commander  decides tha t  two b a t t a l i o n s  in  t h e  a t t a c k  a r e  adequate  to
over come the in i t ia l  enemy r e s i s t ance .  In a m o u n t e d  a t t a c k  the  b r i gade n -may  a t t a c k  on s i n g le
or mul t ip le columns or in a linea r f o r m a t i o n .  I n t h i s  si tu a t ion  the b ri gade c o m m a n d e r  e lects
to att ack u t i l i z i ng  two axes because of the in i t i a l  enemy s t r e n g t h , vague  i n f o r m a t i o n  beyond  the
i n m t m a l  e n emy  ~~05 i t m o n s  • and t e r r a i n  t h a t  lends i t s e l f  t o w a r d  t h m s  f o r m -n a t i o n . F u r t h i -  r , i t  p i a c  e5
t h e  bu lk  of h i s  combat  power  in a p o s i t i o n  to a t t a c k  the  obje- t i v e  e a r l y - The ma in  a t t a c k  is on
the  n o r t h  in the d i r e c t i o n  HILLS 3 9 8-3 6 9-4 4 0 - 42 7  ( A x i s  B L U E ) . T h m s  a t t a  k ms d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d
the do re m m nan t  t e r r a i n  in the  ob jec t ive  a r e a  and av~~ids the  swamps  and St rea m s in t he  so u th t h a t
te n d to r est r i c t maneu ver .

b . In i t i a l  p r e p a r a t o r y  f i r e s  to suppor t  the lead e l e m e n t s  of the  m a i n  a t t a c k  a r e  ac-
complished by g e n e r a l  support  a r t i l l e r y  located wi th in  r ange .  Some of these  f i r e s  may be ac-
complished  by th e d i r ec t  suppor t  a r t i l l e r y  ba t t a l i o n  gr ou p f r om the i r p re s ent  po s i t i o n s  pr io r
to movemen t  wi th  th e  co lumn , As the  co lumn  a d v a n c e s , th e b a t t a l i o n  m o r t a r s  and  A 7 /  50 a r e
well  f o r w a r d  and can f i r e  in  s u p p o r t  of t he  lead m a n e u v e r  e l e m e n t s .  If the  f i r e s  of the  e n t i r e
ba t t a l i o n  a r e  re qu i r e d , the o the r  ba t t e r ies  wil l  rap idl y occupy pos i t ions  and be p r e p a r e d  to
fi re .

c . The bri gade c o m m a n d e r  p r e s c r i b e s  the  task o r g a n i z a t i o n  and o r d e r  of m o v e m e n t
of those un i t s  a t t a c h e d  or placed in  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b r i gade , as ap p r o pr i a t e , in o r d e r  to accorn-
pu s h  the mission.  In this  s i tua t ion,  ba t t a l ion  task  f o r c e s  a r e  o r g a n i z e d  and emp loyed i n the
a t t a ck. S u p p o r t i n g  e l e m e n t s  a r e  placed w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  bes t  a ccomp l i s h  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  n - m i s s i o n .

( 1)  Because  of the  i n i t i a l  ene :ny  Si t u a t i o n , t h e  e x c e l l e n t  ap p r o a c h e s  l e a d i n g  to  t h e
fi nal object iv e  and the de s i r e  of the d ivi s ion  c o m m a n d e r  to m a i n t a i n  p r e s s u r e  on the  e n e m y,
the ~r i gade commander  las decided t m  p lace t a sk  f o r c e s  on each axis. By doi ng so. the con -  -
rim , ic i er  ca p i t a l i ze s  on the a r m o r  pr o t e c t i o n , f i r e  power , and shock ef f e c t  of the tank compan c-s

an-i  g iv e s  a d d i t i o n al means  to the  a t t a c k i n g  t a sk  f o r c e s  to a s s i s t  in mov ing  r a p i d l y t h r o u g h i n-

i t i a l enemy pos i t ions .  By plac in g an add it iona l  t a sk  f o r c e  on the  axi s m a k in g  the ma in  a t t ack ,
the  commande r has  a uni t  w i t h  t anks  and I n f a n t r y  w h i c h  can be emp loyed to i n f l u e n c e  the  ac t ion .
F u r t h e r , the  com mande r has  a unit  in po s i t ion  t e e  r eac t  rap id l y t e e  cope w i t h  any u n f o r e s e e n  con-
t i n g e n c y .

(2 )  The  b r igade  command  group is located we l l  f o r w a r d  on t h e  ax is  m a k i n g  t h e
- - main  a t t ack  in  o r d e r  to be in p o s i t i on  to  i n f l u e n c e t h e  a c t i o n  of the  u n i t  m a k i n g  t h e  m a i n  a t t a c k  - •

i f and when r equ i r ed . The  com mand g r o u p  selee-t i o n  is the p r e r o g a t i v e  of t he  com n -m ande r .
‘rhe command  group  may include  some or all of t h e -  f o l l owing :  the  S2 , S3 . FSC, comn iun sc a-
t i o n  o f i e m  er  an d se le -e  ted see  a r i t y  and comm u n i c a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l .

(3)  An a r t i l l e r y  ba t t a l i on  g r o u p  h as been f o r m e d  b y a t t a c h i i m g  a s e c o n d  a r t i l l e r y

b a t t a l i o n  to  t he  one w h i c h  n o r m a l ly su p p o r t s  t he  b r i g a d e .  In  s u c h  cases , t h e  c om m a n d e r  of

the  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  n o r m a lt y a s s o c m , i t - e i  w i t h  t h e  b r i gade wi l l  be des i g n a t e d  as t i m e ’  b a t t a l i o n

g roup  c o m m a n d e r . The a r t i l l e r y  wi l l  be l o c a ted  w i - l i  f o r w a r d  and move w i t h  the m s - m a n e u v e r
e l e m e n t s  i n  o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  c lose  s u pp o r t  t o r  ront  l i n e  u n i t s  as we l l  as long  r a n g e  f i r e s .  In

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n , the  b r i g a d e  c e -m e r i m a n d e r  upon  t iw - r e c o m m n e - i i e i - e t e o n  of t u e  b a t t a l i o n  g roup  com-
man der has decided to loca te  an a r t i l l e r y  ba t t a l i on  on each ax is .  B y so do ing ,  he has gi ven
each axis  an i n d i r e c t  fi r e- c a p a b i l i t y  i n a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  e e r m ~a n i c  m e a n s  of ti - me t a s k  fo rce . On
Axis B L U E , one b a t t e r y  of a r t i l l e r y  m a r c h e s  w i t h  t he  h - a d  t ask  f o r c e ;  the  r e m a i n d e r  of the
bat ta l i on is well f o r ~e , m r d  in  o r d e r  to t a k e  a d v a n t a g e -  of t h e - m r  lon g  r an e e  f i r e s . On A x i s  V~ 1-I l l  E

the  batta l ion  will  be i n t e g r i t e - e l  b y ba t t e ry w i t h i n  t h e  c o lu m n  in  o r d e r  t e e  p r o v i d e  e f f e c t i v e  f i r e
suppor t

(4)  A t t a c h e d  or s u p p o r t i n g  e n g i n e e r s  a r e  m a d e-  av a i l a h i e  to t he  b r i g a d e - . ‘rhe se
u n i t s  si -mould be kept c inder  b r i g . i d t -  con t ro l  w h e n e v e r poss ib le , cc i t h  p l a toons  n o r m a l ly place d
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in direct support of the leading battalion task forces on each axis . In this situation , an engi-
fleer company, reinforced with a brid ge platoon and 2 AVLB f r o m  the  b r i d ge compa ny,  has
bee n at tached to the b ri gade. In order  to support  the a t t a c k i n g  echelons , an eng i n e e r  p la toon
r e i n f o r c e d  wi th  one AVLB,  ha s been placed in d i r e c t su pp or t of ea ch lead in g ta sk f o r c e . T h e r e
a re  n u m e r o u s  s t reams  th roug ho u t the a rea , a nd a l t h o u gh f o r d a b l e , the  p l a c e m e n t  of t he  A V L B
we ll f o r w a r d  will a s s i s t  in ma in ta in ing  the momentum of the a t t ack .  In add i t ion , the  a t t a c h e d
tank bat ta l ion has an AVLB sect ion con ta in ing  2 AVLB. The t r u c k  m o u n t e d  f l oa t i ng  b r i d ge p la-
to on is kept  under  c o n t r ol of the  a t t a c h e d  en g ineer  company .

(5) S u f f i c i e n t  log i s t i c a l s up p o r t  mu s t  be p rov ided  on both co lumns  to p rov ide  im-
mediate  n e c e s s a r y  suppor t .  The b r i gade t ra ins  will move on the axis  m a k i n g  the  m a i n  a t t a c k
an d wil l move at the  r ear  of the  colum n . Each task f o r c e  wi ll have the bat ta l ion comba t  t r a i n s
as we ll as indi vidual compa n y  t ra ins  accom pany in g to provide the i m m e d i a t e  suppor t .  The
comp o s i t i o n  of the  t r a i n s  wi ll va r y dependin g upon the type opera t ion  be ing  p e r f o r m e d . For
examp le. d u r i n g the  p e n e t r a t i o n  phase , i n c r e a s e d  am oun ts of Class V su pplies and l e s se r
amou nts  of Class III will be r e q u i r e d ;  whereas , d u r i n g  the  exp loi ta t ion , it will be n e c e s s a r y
to increase  the  amount  of Class III and r educe  the amoun t  of Class  V supp lies.

(6)  A f lank  s e c u r i t y  u n i t  n-lay be g iven a m i s s i o n  to s c r e e n  or ‘ to s e c u r e  the
f lank . W i t h  a m i s s i o n  to s c r e e n  the un it  p rovides  ear ly w a r n i n g  b y o b s e r v i n g ,  r e p o r t i ng
and m a i n t a i n i n g  v i sua l  c o n t a c t  w i th  e n e m y  f o r c e s  e n c o u n t e r e d .  Beca use  of i t s  r e l a t i v e ly
l imi t ed  combat  capabi l i ty ,  a s c r e e n i n g  f o r c e  is u s u a l ly not  capable of o f f e r i ng  s t r o n g  r e s i s t -
anc e to the enemy.  H o w e v e r , i t  p r o t e c t s  i t se l f  a r i d , w i t h i n  i ts  own c ap a b i l i t y ,  may  d e s t r oy
or d i s p e r s e  small  e n e m y  e l e m e n t s  tha t  a t t e m p t  to p e n e t r a t e  the  s c r e e n i n g  p o s i t i o n .  Conver se -
ly. w i t h  a m i s s i o n  ‘ to s e c u r e ” a f l ank , the  fo r c e  should  have the  c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  occup y i n g  and
d e f e n d i n g  f r o m n  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n s  to p r o t e c t  the  f l a n k s  of a ma jo r  f o r c e .

(a ) The bde c o m m a n d e r  is a lways r e spons ib l e  fo r  his  ow- n f lank  sec u r i t y
w h e t h e r  or not d iv i s ion  p rov ides  a f l ank  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e . To p r o v i d e  th i s  s e c u r i t y  he n o r m a l ly
desi gna tes  a f l a n k  gu ar d o p e r a t i n g u n d e r  b r i gade c ont ro l ,  and a s s igns  i t  an a r ea  of responsi -
b i l i t y .  The miss ion  may be accom p lished b y an a t t a ched  ca v a l r y  t roop  or by a u ni t  desi g n a t e d
f r o m  the b r i gade r e s e r v e .

(b )  On occas ion  in  o f f e n s i v e  s i t ua t i o n s  w h e r e  d iv i s ion  m a y  p r o v i d e  the f l ank
s e c u r i t y  f o r  t he  d i v i s i o n , t he  b r i gade c o m m a nd e r  may  ach i eve  an a c c e p t a b l e  d e g r e e  of Se-
c u r i t y by mere l y a l e r t i n g  e lements  of his r e se r v e  f o r  possible employmen t on the  f l ank .

(c)  W h e n  ti - m e d i v i s i o n  ass i gns the  b r i gade the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s e c u r i n g  one
- 

- f l a n k  of the  d i v i s i o n . the  b ri gade c o m m a n d e r  ass i gn s the  f lank gua rd  m i s s i o n  to a sec u r i t y
f o r ce as in pa ra gr a ph (a )  above .

(c i)  In  some s i t u a t i o n s , t he  p r o x i m i t y  of a d j a c e n t  a t t a c k i n g  c o m b a t  e l e m e n t s  is
s u c h  t h a t ,  by m a i n t a i n i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  those’  e l e m e n ts , a d egree ’  of f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  is d e r i v e d .
Here  the  b r i g a d e  comn-m ande r may  a s s i gn the lead ing  b a t t a l i o n s  t h e  m i s s i o n  of m a i n t a i n i n g  con-
t a c t  w i t h  a d j a c e n t  f o r c e s  and a l e r t  t he  r e s e r vr - to be p r e p a r e d  t o  fu r n i s h  s e c u r i ty  un i t s  if re-

qui r ed,

( e )  In t h i s  s i t u a t i o n , the ’  b r i gade has  an a r m o r e d  c a v a l r y  t r o o p  a t t a c h e d .  T roop
A , 2d Reco n Sq dn , 2 3d Cay w i l l  p r o v i d e -  f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  on t h e  n o r t h  f l a n k  of t he  b r i gades  m a i n

a t t a c k .  The  placement of TF 2/77 in the s o u t h  p r o v i h- s f o r  sou th  f lank s e c u r i t y .  No p rov i s ions
have been  made to f u r n i s h  s e c u r i t y  e l e m e n t s  be tween  the  a xe s , H o w e v e r , a t t a c h e d  or support -
in g  A r m y  a i r c r a f t  a n d / o r  r e c o n n a i s s a n ce u n i t s  o r g a n ic to  the  b a t t a l i o n s  in  b r i g e e i e -  r e s e r v e
could he’ u t i l i , u e~ in thi s ro l e,  The  a t t a c k i n g  eche lons  will p r o v i ei e  s e c u ri t y  to cover  the a r e a
be tween  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  axes  and w i l l  m a i n t a i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t e c h  o t h e r .
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d. The  mechan ized  br i gade m u s t  exp loi t  i t s  m o b i l i t y  b y m oving  rap idl y to s e i z e  ob-
j e c t i v es  deep in t he  enemy  r e a r .  C o n s e q u en t l y,  the  b r i gade c o m m a n d e r  wil l  u t i l i z e  onl y t h os e
cont rol m e a s u r e s  wh ich  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  to the’ accompl i s h m e n t  of t he  m i s s i o n .  I n t e r m e d i a t e  ob-
ject i ves a re  held to a min imum.

(1)  Axes  a r e  ass igned  as d i r e c t i o n a l  con t ro l  m e as u r e s  in th is  si t u a t i o n . B y a s-
si g nin g axes , the  b ri gade comi’iia nder  is not undul y r e s t r i c t i n g  the  su b o r d i n a t e  u n i t s  and p ro-
v ides  the g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  of the  a t t a c k . T h e r e  is no r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  c l e a r i n g  the zone ;  t h e r e -
f o r e , t he  b a t t a l i o n  c o m m a n d e r s  a r e  a f f o r d e d  m a x i m u m  l a t i t u d e .

(2)  The b r i gade c o m m a n d e r  d i vi d e s  o b j e c t i v e  520 i n t o  two b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  o b j e c t i v e s .
S e i z u r e  of t h e s e  ob jec t ives  e n s u r e s  c o n t r o l  of the  b r i gade ob j e c t i v e . I n t e r m e d i a t e  o b j e c t i v e s
a r e  not a ssi g n e d  in i t i a l ly s i n ce  t h e r e  is no k n o w n  enemy  f o r c e  capable  of s topp i n g  t he  a t t a c k
s h o r t  of the f ina l  o b j e c t i v e .  The assi g n m e n t  of i n t e r m e d i a t e  ob j ec t i ve s  in thi s s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d
have  the t e n d e n c y  of s lowing  the  n -m o m e n t u m  of t he  a t t a c k i n g  f o r c e . The f a c t  t h a t  i n t e r m e d i a t e
object ives  a r e  not assi gned at  th i s  t i m e  doe s not  p r ec lude  the  a s s i gn m e n t  of a d d i t i o n a l  objec-
t ives  at any  t ime  the c o m m a n d e r  may  deem n e c e s s a r y .  A b o u n d a r y  is e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n
objecti ves X and Y for  the purposes  of d e l i n e a t i n g  a r e a s  of r e spons ib i l i t y  am - md c o o r d i n a t i o n  of
f i r e s  in the ob jec t ive  area .

(3) The  t i m e  of the  a t t a ck  and l ine  of d e p a r t u r e  w e r e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y the d i v i s i o n
comn -eander .  The b r i gade c o mm a n d e r  se lec t s  the  t im e  of a t t a c k  desi gna ted  by t he  d i v i s i o n
commander and the  l ine  of d e p a r t u r e  as the l ine  of c o n t a c t .

(4) Phase Line  A P P L E  has been  d e s i gna t ed  as a c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e  p r i m ar i l y b e c a u s e
of the d i s tance  f rom the l ine  of d e p a r t u r e  to the f ina l  ob jec t ive . U n i t s  r e p o r t  the t ime  of t h e i r
a r r i v a l  at the  desi gna ted  phase  l ine , bu t  do not  ha l t  t h e i r  a t t a c k  u n l e s s  d i r e c t e d  to  do so.

(5)  Check  poi n ts  may  a lso  be used  to a s s i s t  in c o n t r o l l i n g  the  a d v a n c e  of the  bri-
gade.

42 . T E A C H I N G  POINTS A P P L I C A B L E :

a. The  d i r e c t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  n -m e a s u r e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y u sed  in m o u n t ed  o p e r a t i o n s  is the
axis of advance .

b. T a s k  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and i n i t i a l  o r d e r  of m o v e m e n t  in m o u n t e d  ope ’r a t i e e i i s  a r e  de-
si gned to e x p l o i t  the  c ap a b i l i t ie s  of u n i t s  and to f a c i l it a t e  t h e i r  t i m e l y e m p l o y m e n t .

c. The  u s e  of m u l t i p le axes  a r e  f a v o r e d  w h e n  a d eq u a t e  a p p r o a c h e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,
t h e r e  is a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  of e n e m y  d i s p o s i t i o n s , and a d e q u a t e  f i r e  s u p p o r t  i s  a v a i l a b le ’ ,

d . l ) m m r i n g  m o u n t e d  a tt a c k s  f l a n k s  b e c o m e  m o re  exposed  t h a n  in  d i sm o u n t e d  a t t a c k s ;
t h e r e f o r e , each  u n i t  c o m m a n d e r  m u s t  be a l e r t  to  h i s  inc  r ea sed  v u l n e r a b i l i ty  amid  e n s u r e  ade-
quate  s e c u r i t y .

e . F h e  b r i gade f l a n k  s ec u r i t y  u n i t  n o r m a l l y is  f u r n is h e d  f r o m  the  b r i gade z e s er v e - ,
or  a r m o r e d  c a v a l r y  u n i t  w h e n  p r o v i d e d , and  n o r m a l ly is  co n t r o l l e d  b y b r i gade .
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a .  1 l i e  , e m m e - m - : , k  ~ : t m , a ~~i o : t  is a s  i u m e i i c : e m e e l  i i :  ~ e - c t i o n  N V .
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[F ’  di i c , I h u n k  y o m i  cc , l l  b~’ c h i c ’ t o , e t t , e c  K l i mo h u e ’ 0 mo st  U I  t i m e -  \ e a y  to  s c - i ,~c’ - u s s m ~~m ue : - d o m i l e - c t i c ’ e- .-, ,

Ti- ( 7 c c  w i l  n u m f l i e m a  : , t a c  t i i m t ! m  t i m e ’ ~-l t : ~i e - c i i  D ; v m s i o o .  I i’ ~~~77 aj i l  n u e m m i t m e u m  c o n t a c t  w i t h
t h e  d b i l e  -

e ,  l a sh  F o r c e ’  .O7e~ i s  or ’ a m m i , e - ci m I s  f o l l ow s

,i i’ m \ t e e m li ( —  Co A ) .
\ i i  -I
l ,-\ , - L i ,~ r - I A~~ l h  - I C L -  - ( : 15 -

4-i . .-~o i- :c l - \ L ~cI I i J \  I ION It iS f lOW l 5 i~~0 fj  O c t  . , \ t I i ~~ } i m i ~ en t s c u r l  s u p p o r t  i g  u n i t s

• have  r e - p o r t e d  I c c  [1’ ~ 7u , w h i c h is l o c a t e d ma m e l  ;t s s c - e m m l y a re a  w e - s t  of  R O C K  d I V .  ROCK
C I t Y  is  in t he  h a n d -, of f r i e n d l y  t r o u t- c

0. L IC ;I -i I ’ i l  R E Q I J 1 R I - , \ l E N u -  ‘t e e m i r e  l , t  C a l , I F ’  i / 7 t .

a. W h a t  i s  ~‘ceci m- s c - h e ’ m n e -  of m n , t n c m v t ’ r ’

a.  \ ho mc i l l  r e c e i v e  o r i t , r ! v  a t  i i r c - s -

c .  c, m i t t  i s  t h e -  t a s k  o r m ~a n j / a t i e u i . i : e m t m , -c l  m e r e ! e - r  U I  m m - c ev c m e m e nt  m e n !  , m - a v i s m m u u  or  f l : c m m k
Se c u r i t y ’?

0. 1 hat  c o n i r c e l  m m u c a s c t r e s  d c i  ye ie i  l c r e s c r m t m c - ( i m i c l i c c t c -  on S he - t e d  Slac : ;t ‘
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Sec t ion  XVIII
(Sketch Map Gi)

46. SOLUTION TO EIGHTH REQUIREMENT:

a. Scheme of m a n e u v e r :  TF 2 / 7 6  a t t a c k s  at 0545 hours  on Axis  G R E E N  and Axis  RED
to seize o b j e c t i v e s  I and 2. TF ALFA will  a t t a c k  on A x i s  RED , seize  objec t ive  2 . c o n t i n u e  the
m i t t a c k to the east  on o r d e r ;  TF B R A V O  wi l l  a t tack on Axis GREEN to seize ob jec t ive  1, con-
t in ue the a t t a c k  to the eas t  on o r d e r ,  TF ALFA will make the main  a t t a c k .  Co C. r ese rve ,
w ill fo l low on Ax i s  R E D .

b . P r i o r i t y  of f i re s  to A 2/ 4  A r m o r , mak ing  the  ma in  a t t a c k .

- - c .  Task o r g a n i z a t i o n , in i t i a l  o r d e r  of n m o v e - mne ’nt  and f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  ( s e e  pages 54
and 55) ,

d. Ske t ch map G l .  
-
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TASK ORGANIZATIO N AND INITIA L ORDER OF MOVEMENT

AXIS GREEN
(SUPPORTING ATTAC K) AXIS RED

(MAIN ATTACK)

TF B2I~~~J76 TF A2~ ~ 14
S..

A2[
~~ iiI4 IB2~~~~J7o

______ 1~~~ 1(DS) I I I ~~

÷ CEV) (DS)

2 LcZ5”176 ~~ 1C2 ~~~~~~~ 76 (+)

A7~~~~~~~~J0 ( DS) ~~~~J(Bn Comd Gp)

Cmb t 2~~~~~~~ 76 (D et) Moo/DC 2
~~~~~~~ 76

S..
A l_f~~]52 (+ I AVLB)

-
- A T 2 J ~~~~ J7o (_ )

H Q 2 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 76 (-) (&n CP)

(L ead Tk Plot) I I

Cmbt 2 76 (— )
- (Mech R i f l e

Plot & Engr Sqd)
‘
~~

‘
~“~~~ (Co Cornd Gp C2L~~~J 76 (-)

— i n c lu d e s  W pn P l at

— I Ldr)
,I_ I~ ~~~~~~~~

~ (AT Sec)

,,, ( Co R eserve)

0’ 
Pl o t

0’ (81 Mo~ Sec)

A7c~~~ J5o (DS)

Cmbt 2~~~~~~~74 ( Det)

Schematic examp le of company task force B2/76
formation prior to meetin g enemy resis tance - The
mech ri f l e  p lot fo l l owing the tanks  may advance
behind the tanks  or fol low by bounds
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— Example of Task Orgaiiization and Initial Order of Movement for
Battalion Ta8k Force Attacking on One Axis.

TF A2J~~ D I4

S..
1B2l~~~~~l76

C~~~ ~~
(- ‘-  CEV~ (DS)

c~~ J(Bn Comd Gp)

Mod/DC 2[~~~Ji6

S..
- - 1AI~~D l52 (÷ I AVLB)

IF B2l~~ J76 
5 5.

2[$~~~]76 (÷) 
______ 

IC2~~~~~~ 76 ~~~

IA2 fI~~~j~

A7L~~~J50 (OS)

S..

A T 2 J ~~~~j76 (-)

HQ 2L~~~ J 76 (—) (Bn Cr)

______ 

(—) (OS)

Cmbt 2~~~~~~~76

C2L~~~~J 76 (-)
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47. DISCUSSION OF SOLUTIO N TO EIGHTH R E QU I R E M E N T :

a. The bat ta l ion commande r decides to a t tack  on two axes  fo r  essentiall y the same rea-
son as the br igade  c o m m a n d e r  excep t  f o r  the  i n i t i a l  e n e my  s t r e n g t h .  In this  case the s t r e ng t h

against  the ba t t ali on appea r s to be r e l a t ive ly s t rong al thoug h the de g r e e  of r e s i st a n c e  cannot
be predicted.  Recogniz ing  tha t  a coordinated d i smoun ted  a t t a c k  may be r equ i red  aga ins t  HILLS
389 and 398 the battalion commander provides an initial bounda ry  be tween  the  t w o  a t t ack ing
compan ies. Fur the r , by a t tacking  on two axes the ba t t a l i on  commander  can take advantage  of
the f or ce whic h makes the best  pro g ress  by shif t ing his main a t tack  if n e c e s s a ry .

b. P r io r i t y  of f i res  wil l  go to TF A 2/ 4  A r m o r , making the main a t t a c k .  Cons idera-
t ions similar to th ose di sc u ssed in paragraph 4 lb , Section XVI, are applicable to this discus-
si on.

c. In his task organizat ion the commander  desi gn a t e s  comm and r e l a t i on shi p and ta i lors
his un i t s  to f i t  the  miss ion  and the situation, Considerations s imi l a r  to t hose d isc u ssed in
Section XVI , paragraph 4 l c, to determine the task organization and ini t ia l  o rder  of m o v e m e n t
are  applic able in this  discussion.

( 1) Because  of the enemy si tuat ion and excel lent  approaches , th i s  s i t ua t i on is s u i t e d
for  the em ployment of tank-heavy e lements  on both axes;  however , the re  are in su f f i c i c -n t  t ank s
ava ilable t o the task fo rce f o r such emp loyment.  Althoug h t here a re  numerous  wood s throug h-
ou t the a r ea , ta nks can be employed e f f e c t i v e ly to lead the a t t ack .  T h e r e f o r e , I n f a n t r y - t a n k
co mpany t a sk for ces a re  fo rm ed on each axis b y a t taching a platoon of I n f a n t ry  to the tank com-
pany and a platoon of tank s to Company  B. This provides a tank-heavy task  fo rce  on Axis  RED
(main  a t tack) , and an Infan t ry-heavy task fo rce  on Axis G R E E N .  The I n f a n t r y - h e a vy  and t ank-
heav y task fo rces  will lead the at tack on the respect ive  axis -

(2)  The command g roup  is loc ated well f o r w a r d  in the  column on Axis  RIi D where
it can bes t  influence the act ion of the main a t t a c k .  Included in this command g roup  no rma l l y
a re  found the S2 , S3 , FSC , fo rwa rd air controller  (FAG)  and necessary  communicat ion and
liaison personnel .  In thi s s i tuat ion where  the task fo rce  is moving on two axes , the XO , Si
and 54 will normally be f oun d wi th  the head q u a r t e r s  and head q u a r t e r s  company .  T h i s  g roup
m ay also func t ion  to control  the battal ion or e l ement s  the reo f  in an e me r g e n c y .

(3)  The Bat tal ion M o rt a r  and Davy C r o c k e t t  Platoon is placed in g e n e r a l  suppor t .
The plato on will follow the command group , and is located well f o r w a r d  in the column on the
axis making the main attack. By placing i t  in thi s position , the high rate of f i r e  of the  h e a vy
mortar jection can be utilized to the maximum . A Davy Crockett squad would be located on
Axis GREEN to support  TF BRAVO.  Since an a r t i l l e ry  ba t ta l ion ( -)  is f ollowing the ba t t a l ion
task  f o r c e , it would be normal  to f ind an a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  well  f o r w a r d  in t he  task  f o r c e
column. The artillery battery will be located on the axis not containing the heavy mortar pla-
t oon . T h e r e f o r e , the a r t i lle ry ba t t e r y is loc ated behind TF B2 / 7 6  on Axis  G R E E N .

(4) Engineer elements are provided for each column. In this situation , an e’nyi neer
pla toon . r e i n f o r c ed wi th  an A V L B  and 1 CEV,  is in sup por t  of the  t a s k  f o r c e  To p r ov i d e  eng i-
n e e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  bo th  c c l m m m n s . one eng i n e e r  squad  is in  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  of t he  l ead  com p a n y  on
each a x i s .  These  squads  will  be f u r t h e r  l oca ted  well f o r w a r d  w i t h i n  the  lead c o mp a n y  a n e i  w i l l
normally travel with the leading p l a toon  to d e t e r m i n e  road c ondi t ions  and a s s i s t  in the  passage
of ob s tac les .  The CEV wi th  b u l l d o z e r  can c o n t r o l  b yp a s s e s . c l e a r  obs tac les  and m e s s i st in  t h e
eli mina t ion  of f o r t i f i e d  pos i t ions .  it she um l d  t r a v e l  w i t h  the  eng i n e e r s quad s u p p o r t i n g  the  m a i n
a t t a c k,  The e n g i n e e r  p l c t o o n  ( - )  wil l  n o r m a l l y  fo l low the  h e a v y  m o r t a r  p l a t o o n  a n d is in a po-
s u t i e , n to m e cve  f o r w a r d  to  accomp li sh eng inee r t a s k s .  The  A V L B  w i l l  r e m a i n  w i t h  t h e  e ng i n e e r
platoon ( - )  u n t i l  r equ l  re d, Whenever required. the necessary brid ging wi l l  be s e n t  f o r w a r d  to
span a gap or a s t r e a r i c
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(5) The antitank platoon ( - )  is in general support and is positioned in the column
where  it can provide antitank pro tec t ion  for  Company C , y e t  whe re , should a g r e a t e r  need
a r ise , it  c an be moved forwa rd in the coluri n to meet  an a rmor  t h r e a t  to one of the f lanks .
To assist the rifle platoon assigned the flank guard  for the south flank to accomp lish it s se-
cu r it y mission , a n an t i t a nk squ ad is a t t a c h e d  t o this  platoo n.

(6)  In o rder  to provide  a su rve i l l ance  capab i l i t y  to the f lank s e c u r i t y  ele m ents , a
shor t rang e radar  tea m i s a t t a ched  t o the platoon f rom Company C on the sou th  f lank and to the
reconnaissance platoon on the north flank. In thi s situation the two short range radar teams
f rom the r e se rve  company are  at tached to the unit s providing f lank s e c u r i t y .  The g round  sur-
veillance s e c t i on , organic  to HQ and HQ Go , conta i n in g two med ium range  tea m s , is r e t a ined
in general  support  of the task f o r c e .  The medium range  teams will  move in the co lumn w i t h
HQ & HQ Co on Axis RED.

(7)  The ba t t a l i on  comb at t r a i n s  ( - )  will normally move on the axis of the main at-
t ack and a de tachment  of the combat  t r a ins  wil l  move on the  a x i s  of t h e  suppor t ing  a t t a c k  when
the battalion task force is attacking on two axes of advance. The combat trains move in the
rear of the columns and consist of those vehicles , equipment and personnel required for the
immediate logistical support of the battalion combat mission , In addition to the combat trains
within the columns, the company trains will move at the rear of the companies and contain the
mai ntenance  and medical  e l emen t s  which  p ro vide support  for  the companies .  The field t r a i n s
will be located in the bri gade trains.

( 8) The b r i gade c o m m a n d e r  has d i r e c t e d  Task  Force  2 / 7 6  to ma in ta in  c o n t a c t  w i t h
the 54th Mechanized Infantry Division . 1 he armored cavalry platoon normally screens the
m ost cr i t ic al fla nk of the b a t t a l i o n , and i n th i s  s i t ua t i on  has  been p laced on the no r th  f la nk, In
o rder  to provide  flank pr o t e c t i o n  on the  sou th fla n k , the task  fo rce c o m m a n der  d i r e c t s  Com-
pany C to f u r n i s h  not  less than a r e i n f o r c e d  pla toon t o s c r e e n  this  f lank .  This  pl a toon  and t h e
reconnaissance platoon will ope rate under the control of the task force commander, Since the
two  axes a r e  mutua l l y suppor t ing  and a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 , 000 m e t e r s  apar t , t h e r e  is no r equ i re-
m e n t  f or s e c u r i t y be tween  the  two axes .  The  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  the  a v i a t i o n  pla toon , 01 B r i gade
HQ & HQ Co . nor mall y in s u p p o r t  of the  b a t t a l i o n  can be u t i l i z e d  to  a s s i s t  in s c re e n i n g  b e t w e e n
the  axes  if a r e q u i r e m e n t  e x i s t s,  In some s i t u a t i o n s  a pla toon f rom the  r e s e r v e  c omp a n y ( i e s )
will be g iven th i s  m i s s i o n .

(9) Company C, task f o r c e  r e s e rv e , w i l l  be ’ located to I a c m l i i m a t e  i t s  rap id move-
ment to points of probable employment. In this situation it m ay  we l l  move  f u r t h e r f o r w a r d  in
the column than shown , posi t ioned for  rap id com m i t im e n t  to a s s i s t  in m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  f o rw a r d
m o m e n t u m  of the  a t t a c k .

d. The battalion task force commander , in attacking on two axes , exp loits the mo-
b i l i t y  of the  m e c h a n i z e d  I n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n .  In p r e s c r i b i i m g  cont ro l  m e a s u r e s ,  t h e  c o m m a n d e r
w i l l assi gn onl y those control  m e a s u r e s  nc- c e s s a ry  to a c c o m plish  his  m i s s i o n ,  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s
s i r n i l i r  to those  d i scusse d in Sect ion  XVI , p a ra g r ap h  4 Id , ar e  app l i c a b l e  in t h i s  si t u a t i o n,

(1 )  The ass i g n me n t  of axc- s a f f o r d s  th e  s u b o r d i n a t e ’ u n i t  co m m a n d e r s  m a x i m u m
f lex i b i l i t y .  It  i n d i c a t e s  the g e n e r a l  di r c- e l ion of t h e  m o v e m e n t  of the u n i t  and d e v i a t i o n  f rom the
axis  is a l lowe -d ;  howeve r , major  dev ia t ion  m u s t  be r e - p o r t e d .  1 h e r e  is no r e q u i r e m e n t  to c lear
the  a rea  a long  the  a x i s , a nd the  u n i t  moving  on an c x i s  may b ypass enemy  f o r c e -s w h i c h  do not
t h r e a t en  the  acco m p l i sh ment  of t he  m i s s i o n .  I~ t h e  ene my is by p as s e d , the b r i gade commandc ’r
is n o t i f i e d  of s u c h  b ypass ing . ‘I he t a s k  fo rce  commande r in p r e s cr i b i n g  the  axes  has  e n s u r e d
t h a t  he follow s generall y the ixis prescribed by bri gade. ‘l I i e  u n i t s  a r e  sepa ra t ed  to t h e  ex t e n t
practic al so that the effects of an enemy nuc1~’ar  weapon emp loy ed a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e s  on one
ax i s  ,e r e- m i n i m i z e d  on the f o r c e s  on the  o t h e r ;  yet  a r e ’ not so widel y s e - p c  r , i t c ’d t h a t  t h e  f o r c e
on one ax i s  is sub jec t  to d e f e a t  be fore  the  fo rc e on t h e  o t h e r  e m e n  move to i t s  i s s i s i , m n c c - ,
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(2)  The task f o r c e - co m m an d e r  d iv ides  objec t iv e -  X into two c o mp a n y - s i z e  objec-
t ives  since o b j ec t i v e  X is too la rge  f o r  one company  to seii - e a nd cont ro l . S e i z u r e  of the  as-
signed company  obj e c t i v e s e n s u r e s  the  co n t r o l  of the b a t t a l i o n  t a sk  fo r c e  ob jec t ive .  In ter-
media te  obj e c t i v e s  are  not a s s i g n e d  i n i t i a l l y in t h i s  S i t ua t i on  si nce  the d i s t a n c e ’  to the  obj e c t i v e ,
ap p rox ima te l y 20 , 000 m e t e r s , and the re q u i r e m e n t  for  speed , wou ld  have the  te ndency  to slow
the momentum of the attack. Howeve r , this does not preclude the assi gnment of additional
object ives at any t ime the  t a sk  f o rc e  c o m m a n d e r  may deem the m nec  e s sa ry .  A b o u n d a r y ,  ef-
f e c t i v e  on order , wi l l  be ass ig ned b e t w e e n  ob jec t ive s 1 and 2 to p rov ide  for the coordination
of the attack as well as coord ina t ion  of f i r e s .

( 3) The l ine of d e p a r t u r e  and time of the a t t a c k  w e r e  assi g ned b y the  b r i gade com-
mande r ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y, i n th i s  s i t u a t i o n , the task fo rce  com m a n d er  wi l l  desi g n a t e  the  LD as
LC , an d the  ti me of the attack as 0545 hours. No attack positions arc n e c e s s a r y  nor  ass i gned
b y the  c o m m a n d e r,  I f a t t a c k  pos i t ions  are  deemed n e c e s s a ry  b y the co mpany  c o m m a n d e r , he
wil l  d e s ig n a t e  t hem in the  vie  m n i t y of the l ine  of d e p a r t u r e,  Ha l t s  in a t t a c k  pos i t i ons  a re avo ided  -

(4)  A boundary  has  been  desi gn a ted  ex te nding f r o m  the li ne of d ep a r t u r e  b e y o n d
HILLS 389-398 to coo rd ina t e ’ f i r e s  and maneuve r  if r e qu i r ed .

(5) Phase  L i n e  A P P L E  has been des i g nated by t h e  b r i gade c o m m a n d e r  and wil l  be
utilized by the task force commander. There is no requirement for additional phase lines in
t h is  s i t uat ion . U n i t s  wil l  r epo r t  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  at Phase Line A P P L E ,  but wi l l  not ha l t  u n l e s s
directed to do so.

(6) Check points may also be used to assist in controlling the advance of the task
force. Check points can assist in determining the location of flank security elements.

48. TEA C H I N G  POINTS A P P L I C A B L E:

a. Even  thoug h a s s igned  a n a xis  b y t he  hi gh e r  headq u a r t e r s , the  commander  may
prescribe additional axes provided their use is consistent with the assi gned mission.

b. T h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  axes  is d e t e r m i n e d  b y the  f i r e  suppor t  a v a i l a b l e , m o b i l i ty
of uni ts  and the  condit ion of the t e r r a i n  b e t w e e n  the  axes .
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61 37
P R A C T I C A L  E X E R C I S E  6 1 7 0

Se ’c t ion  X IX
( Ske tch  Map  H)

(1 HIS SI T C A  n O N  HAS NO R ELA l ION TO P R E V I O U S  31 1 U A T I ON S I

4e ?  OI- ,N F ~R - \ L SITI A I I O N :

a - l e e  52d M e - c  han i — ’e ’ d I ) l e _  is  ion has  b e e n  a d v a i m c i m i g  to the  eas t  f o r  ti-me e a s t  s e ve r a l
d a ys  a g a e m m . s t r e - i m e l me _ el y l i g ht e nem y  o p p o s i t i o n  - D u r i n g  t h e  pas t  f ew  h o u r s  e m e e m m  y res  S t a n c e
r i a s  m O t e - h th e-  f o r w a r d  n m o ’. c n e nt  of t he  d i v i s i o n  - A t t e ’ m m pt s  to  c o n t i n u e  t e e c - a d v an c e  hae_  e’ 5U c

ce~ - : 1 e’d en  t o r e  m e g  in c m c e r e e y  o m i t  o st  pu s  m t m o n 5  , Fu r t i m e  r e f f o r t s  by t ime  d i v is  m o n  c av a l r y  s q u a d r o n
CU e -  ue ’ e’ n st~~~ pe -d b y h e a v y  vo1e ~ m u t e s of a n t i t a n k , s m a l l  a rn -es and a r t i l l e ’  ry  f i r e ,  E l e  i t  c c t ~ of

t h e ’ .id R e c o n  Sq u a d r o n , .~3d C a v a l r y  a r e  p r e s e n t l y in c on t a c t  w e t h  t h e  e n e m i l y  as show- n on S k e t c h
tel e :  H .  l r m l c c r e i : a t on I r e n e  t h e  c a v a l r y  i n d i c a t e ’ s h e a v y  e n e m e  y r e s i s t a n c e  in t l c  v i c i n i t y  H I L L
3ee 7 - P r i s o n e r s  c a p t u r e d  by t h e  c a v a l r y  and  p r i o r  e m e f e r n e a t i o n  on A~~g re s s o r  f o r c e s  in t h i s  sec-
t o r  m d ,  t ie  t C c -  I h i  o ev en c  - A g g  r ca  sor  on i t s  a r c  at a p p - mx m e t  a t e l y 73 p e r  c en t  s t r e n g th and  h a v e
lo ,t  n . a n y  ot t : e e - m r  a n t i t a m -  k w e a p o n s  and t a n k s ;  A g g r e ’s so r  u n i t s  h a v e -  been  01 t h e e - s e -  p o s i t i on s  l e s s

I c a m :  ~~ h o m e r s

b .  The d i v i s i o n  c o m m a n d e r  pl a n s  to a t t a e  k 1 5034 3  O c t  \c m t h  t w o  b r i g a d e s in t ! : c

a t i e c s e e e ~~ cc  i~~lofl , He- o r d e r e d  t ece  1 st  Bcl e to  s e i z e  Obj I -

c .  I h e  C o m n . a n d e m e ~ Gene ’  ra l , 1s t  B d e-  i s s u e d  t i m e  f o l l o w i n g  o r d e r s :

F h e  1st BrI e a t t a c k s  13 0 34 5  Oct t o  s e - c / c  objee live s N and Y ;  TF .~/ 7 8  at-
t a c k s  to Sc t i e -  ob j e c t ee  e’ X ,  c o n t  e m c e e - s  t h e  a t tae  k t e c  t i m e  e a i - t on o r d e r ;  I F 2 / 7 6  a t t a c k s  to se i z e
m e l d e d  t e e _ c  Y , c e m i m t i n u c ’ s t h e e -  a t t a c k  to  th e  e a s t  on o r d e r .  TF 2 , 76 n - m a k e s  t h e  m e a oe  a t t a c k,  N o
n u c l e a r  0 e a p d c m e s  h ave  b ce- ic  a l l o cat e d  to s u p p o r t  t h e ’ o p e r a t i o n . 7/ 5 0  A r ty  1)3 , 1 st Bde - 7/ 5 1
A e t e _  - R e m n i  7/ 31) A r t y .  P r i o r i t y  of f i r e - s  to [F . ?/7 6  - 1F 2 / 7 6  m a i n t a i n s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Zd
B m i e -  - TF  -h 78 w i l l  n c a m n t a i n  c - c l a m  I a m t l s  t h e  3 - I t h  M - ch  D c v .

I F 2 , 76 c on- i s t s  of;

(I) 2 7 m , ~-.1 c ’ m  h .

( 2 )  t e l  I A r n e o r

( 3 )  I A , 52 1-. e m ~~r ( -  I A ’  i i i  ,i i i I 0 E V )  (DS)-

, - \‘, e a t h e ’ r m s f a i r  and  c ceo l , m m m c  t h e  e c m n e l  i s  f r o m  t h e e ’  s o u t h w e s t  i t  5 k n o t s . [e- e f t m c - —

, eb : I e t e _  is  g e - e e c - r a l l y e ’ x c t ’ l l e - m , t  c x c  - m t  in  t h e  s e e d i l y a r e a a l o n g  J A M E S  R i e _ e’r w h e h r e s t r i c t s

m n u v u rl t n t  cl e_~~’ t m i e  l i ’s  A l l  s t r e a r i s ar e  f o r d ab l e ’  t e e  v e h i c le s , N c i r r m e r o u m s  w o o d s  in  t h e - c u t t e r

and S m i t h - rn po t i o n  o f t h e’ / e e e -  w i l l  r e ’ s t r i m  I m e m e l e e - l e v e r t e e  s on i c  d e g r e e  b u t  do not  m r o h t b m t
i e e e _ c -  m t e ’mi t  cif  t r , e e  ~ e e l  v e ’ h e m e . Ic ’S - I h c s e  ,er e ’as a r e - c- m e  of e m n d c r g r e m w t h e  amid m e l t e r f a e r  c e _ n e  m ’ a I —
t e e d  - Cone  m’a l i e  c -n t  e n d  c u e _ e r  r e in  f r ee good t m )  f a i r  t h r o c m g ieou t  t h e ’ a r e - a .
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I N u c l e a r  w e ap o n s  a r m -  b e i ng  u sed  t a c t i c a l l y  by both s i d e s  - US A c e ’  F o r c e s  a r e  capa-
hl~’ ~if a t t a i n i ng  l o c a l  a i r  s up e ’ n o r  e l y  in a p a r t i c u l a r  a l - c a  -

30 ,  SP E C I A L  S l i  UA I P ) N : I t  is now 1 42 2 0 0  O c t  - [F 2 / I c ,  mc t b  a t t a c  hme ’~~t s  am-al
s e m p p ~ e r t m n g  u n c t s  is l o c a ted  ice an a s s e m b ly a r e a  n o r t h w e s t  of H I L L  373.

3 1 .  X 1N r H  R E Q U I R E M E N T :  Y o u  a r e  Lt Col , IF  2 , 76 .

a - ‘,~ ha t  is y o u r  s c i i e r m : e  of re a n e u ver ?

b ,  W h o  wi l l  r e ce  c e _ c  p r i o r i t y  of f i r e s ?

c - \‘m l e a t  es y ou r  t a sk  o r e an e z a t i o n ?

d .  35 hat p r m e v i s m o n s  r io y o u  p r e s c r i b e  len f l ank  S O C  m e n i t y ?

e’ . \\ hat  c o m it r o l  m e a s u re s  do y o u  p r e s c r i b e ?

33 ’ i 1 3 - \ r m i e y — l -  t B e n n m n g , ( ; a .  17 Ap r  62  5401)
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Command and Staff Department
UNITED STATES A RMY INFANT 1~V SCHOOL

Fort Benning , Georgia
61 35

F U N D A M E N TALS OF O F F E N S I V E  t O M  BAT 6136
6137

PRACTICAL E X E R C I S E 6170

Section XX

(S ketch M a m  H I )

52 .  SOLUTION TO N I N T H  RE Q U I R E M EN T :

a. Scheme of I s laneuve r:  TF 2/76 a t t a c k s  l50~~-l5 b 
- - — 

to seize objem tive Y , con-
tinues attack east , on order. A2J76 attacks disn.ounted ri t m a l l  t sec~ e- objective’ 1 , be pre-

- -
~~ pa red  to a ss i s t  s e i z u r e  of objec t ives  2 and 3 , on o r d e r  - TF BI -I A r m o r , f o llo w e  I by TF

B2/ 76 , mount ed , attack on Axis  B R O W N  to s e i ze  ob j - c t e _ , -  I and  3 r e s p e m  t i v e l y .  TF B2/4
and TF B2/ 76  make the main a t t a c k .  Upon s e i z u r e  m1 o b j e c t i v e s  2 le e! 3 , TF 2 / 7 6  c o n t i n u e s
the a t tack  on o r d e r  along Axis  G R E E N  to Se ize  obj e~c t e e _ c  Y - Co C. r e s e r v e , fol low TF B2/ 76 .

b .  P r i o r i ty  of f i r e s  to TF B2/4 A r mo r , l e a d i n g  m a i n  a t t a c k .

c .  Task o rgan i za t i on , (See page 64) .

d. Flank security .

e.  Sketch M a p H l .

( 1 )  The a r m o r e d  c a v a l ry  platoon is d i r e c t e d  to s c r e e n  the n o r t h  f l ank .

(2) A2/ 76 is d i r ec t ed  to Sc reen  the  south f lank .
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Task Organizat ion

Task Force B2/4 Armor A2/76 Mech

TF B2[ c JJ4 A2~~~~~~~~J76

iB2 1
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J7o 3A11 ~~ 152 (DS)

I lA l  ~~~~~) J52 ( -t- 1 CE’~ (DS) AT2~~~~~~~~~~76 (— )

Task Force B2/76 Bn Control

TF B21~~~~I7o Mort/DC

S.. ...
lB2 l  

~~~ 2L~~ J76

2IA[c~~~~~~’J52 (Ds) AT2 I
~~~~I7o...

IAL~~~~152 (-)

C2/76 Mech

C2~~~~~~~~~76
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53. DISCUSSION OF SOLUTION TO NINTH R E Q U I R E M E N T :

a. The bat ta l ion c o m m a n d e r  decides  to enve lop  Obj 1 s e i z i n g  Obj 2 and 3 f r o m  the
nor th  flank . T h e r e a f t e r  to exp loit  to seize Obj Y , a frontal attack against Obj 1 will be conduct-
ed to support the main attack. The enveloping force , attacking the ene my ’ s n o r t h  (assa i lable)
flank in colu mn , with a tank heavy company  task  f o r c e  leading will have the  c a p a b i l i ty  of rap id
movement  to object ive  areas . Two company task f o r c e s  will  provide s u f f i c i e n t  combat  power
for  the  envelop ing f o r c e  to qu ick l y se ize  a s s igned  o b j e c t i v e s .  The f ron ta l  a t t ack  by one com-
pany will engage the  e n e m y  in pos i t i on  d ur in g the  movemen t  of the  enveloping f o r c e .  Company
C, the bat ta l ion r e s e r v e  will move behind TF B2/ 76 p r e p a r e d  f o r  c o m m i t m e n t  to suppor t  t h e
main at t a ck .  Factors  r e su l t i ng  in the c omm a n d e r ’ s dec i s ion  to inc lude:

( 1)  the re la t ively deta i led  e n e m y  i n f o r m a t i o n .

( 2 ) an exis t ing a s sa i lable ene m y f lank ,

(3) t e r r a i n  adequate f o r  m a ne u v e r .

(4) ava i lab i l i ty  of s u f f i c i e n t  f i r e  s up p o r t  -

b .  In th i s  s i tua t ion  p r e p a r a t o r y  f i r e s  a re  f i r e d  by all available a r t i l l e r y . In addi t ion
to the direct support and the reinforcing battalion fires , this may include general support
a r t i l l e r y  av ailable and w i th in  r ange .  As the a t t ack  p r o g r e s s e s , the  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  bat ta l ion
may d isplace f o r w a r d  by ba t t e ry  along Axis  B R O W N  to p rov ide  suppor t  to l ead ing  e lements
making the main attack. The organ ic  bat tal ion m o r t a r  sect ion will be located well f o r w a r d  in
the  c o l u m n  to add to t h i s  s up p o r t  f o r  the  l ead ing  e l e m e n t .  By d i s p l ac ing  the  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t
a r t i l l e r y f o r w a r d , con t inuous  f i r e  suppor t is provided  for  the attack and pro per  support  for
the r e o r gan iza t ion  of the objec t ive  is e n su r e d .

c .  The task o r g a n iz a t i o n  is c ee t e rm i n e d  a f t e r  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t he  m i s s i o n , m i s s ion
a s s i g n e d  to s u b o r d i n a t e  un i t s , t h e  t e r r a i n  and e n e m y  s t r e ng th  in each  c o mp an y  a r e a , and the
co mbat  power ava i lab le .  The bat ta l ion c o m m a n d e r  ta i lo rs  o rg a n i c  and a t t ached  u n i t s  to f i t
the  m i s s i o n  and the  s i t u a t i o n . The  t e r r a i n  is su i t ab l e  fo r  tank emp l o y m e n t  in t h e  n o r t h  p o r t i o n
and g reat  shock e f fec t  and speed a re  des i red  by the main  a t t ack  f o r c e ;  t h e r e f o r e , the bat ta l ion
commande r organizes a tank heavy company task force to lead the ma in attack. To ensure
decisive action te _ v o t a sk  f o r c e s  wi l l  a t ta c k  s imu l t a n e o u s ly to  s e i z e  obj 2 and 3.  Due to  t he  ob-
s t a c l e s  and p r e p a r e d  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s , and r e l a t i v e l y u n f a v o r a b l e  t e r r a i n  ir e  t he  c e n t e r  and
sou th  po r t i on  of the ba t t a l i on  zone , t he  c o m m a n d e r  o r d e r s  a d i s m o u n t e d  f r o n t a l  a t t a c k  in t h i s
a rea  w i t h  an I n f a n t r y  company  (A 2/ 76) .

( 1)  The  c o m m a n d e r s d e c i s i o n  to enve lop  is based p a r t i a l ly on i n f o r m a t i o n  tha t  an
assa i lable  ene my f lank ex is t s  along the n o r t h  por t idn  of the  battaUc on zone , Should the envelop-
ing f o r c e  mee t  ene my r e s i s t a n c e , it may bypass providin g , in the commander ’s op inion , t h e
f o r c e  w i l l  not t h r e a t e n  the a c c o mp l i s h m e n t  of t he  m i s s i o n . If the  e n e m y  is by p a s s e d , the  bat-
t a l ion  c o m m a n d e r  will p rompt l y be no t i f i ed . E n e m y  r e s i s t a n c e  that m u s t  be reduced  wi l l  be
engaged immediatel y by the leading tanks - If an a s s a u l t  is r e q u i r e d  agains t  e n e m y  p o s i t i o n s ,
i t  wi l l  be accomp l i shed  by tanks and i n f a n t r y  w i t h  s u p p o r t i n g  f i r e s .  The a s s a u l t  may take one
of two fo rms:  tanks an d d i sneoonted  in f a n t r y  a s s a u l t i n g  in c o o r d i n a t i o n  or when  t e r r a i n  re-
stricts maneuve r , dismounted infantry assaulting the defended position , while tanks support
by f i r e . in the c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t  as the tanks  and moun ted  i n f a n t r y  fo rces app roach  the objec-
t ive , he avy s u p p o r t i n g  f i r e s  a r e  placed on the  en e m y  pos i t i on . Tanks main t a in  t h e i r  ra te  of
advance  and  m n c r e a s e  t h e m r  vo lume’  of f i r e ’ by s a t u r a t i ng  the  ob j ec t i ve  w i t h  m a e h m n e g u n s  and by
use of their n-main guns - At t h i s  t i m e  the  moun ted  i n f a n t r y  increases their speed it-i m o v i ng  t ee
dmsmo tmnt positions in order to overcome the loss of time in assuming t h e  a s s a u l t  f o r m a t i o n .
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The mounted  mechanized  i n f a n t r y , behi nd t he  tan k s , s to p in the c loses t  t ac t ica l l y feas ib le  p0-
sitior. in defilade short of the objective , dismount , and join the tanks in the assault . Dismount-
ing by the i n f an t ry  must  be accomp li shed at such  a t ime  and in such a manne r as to e n s u r e  a
coo rdina ted  assault . To r ema in  n -mounted too long may expose  veh ic les  and squads to needless
de st r uc t io n by short  range w e a p o n s .  The a r m o r e d  p e r s o n n e l  c a r r i e r s  must  be placed or re -
n a i n  in a p r o t e c t e d  or def i lade pos i t i on  a f t e r  squads d i smoun t . Once the assau l t  has c l ea r ed
the  pos i t ion  the tanks and i n f a n t r y  p repare  to con t inue  the  a t t a c k .  The a r m o r e d  personnel  car-
r i e r s  a re  b r o u g ht f o rward  to re jo in  t he i r  units , t roops a r e loaded and the ta sk f o r c e  r e s u m e s
the mounted a t tack .  Should a de t e r io r a t i ng  enemy  s i tua t ion indicate a lack of o rgan ized  re-
s i s t ance , it may be fe asible for  mounted  in fan t ry  to move onto an ob jec t ive  p r io r  to d i smoun t -
ing -

(2)  The d i s m o u n t e d  a t t ack  by A2/ 76  will f i x  t he  e n e my  in pos i t ion  and d e c e i v e  h im
f o r  some t i m e  as to the loca t ion  of the main a t t a c k,  In t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t he  a r m o r e d  personne l
carriers may be positioned to fire in support of the dismounted attack, The vehicles are not
employed initiall y in the attack , but are retained in protected or defilade positions prepared
to d i sp lace f o r w a r d  and jo in  the t r oops  on or d e r .  Cons  ide rations concerning the dismounted
attack in Section X and those concerning the mounted attack in Section XVIII are app licable to
the situation -

(3) The c o m m a n d  group will move well forward in the column on Axis BROWN be-
hind  TF B2/4 A r m o r  w h e r e  it can best  con t ro l  and i n f l u e n c e  the  ac t ion  of the m a i n  a t t a c k .

( 4 )  The ba t ta l ion m o r t a r  and davy cr o c k e t t  pla toon in g e n e r a l  suppor t  will  follow

the command group well forward to support the main attack.

(5) One eng ineer squad is placed in direct support of each attacking unit , These
sq- m .ds  will  he located well f o r w a r d  wi th  the leading platoons to facilitate the forward progress
of t he  a t t a c k i n g  u n i t s  - E n g i n e e r  platoon head q u a r t e r s  w i l l  move on Axis B R O W N  well f o r w a r d
w h e r e  it can suppor t  the eng inee r  squads wi th  AVLB , scoop loader or other equipment and
supervise their activities

(6) To provide additional antitank and fire support capability the antitank platoon ( - )
is a t t a c h e d  to A2 / 7 6 .  One squad is placed in g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t  on Axis B R O W N  p o s i t i o ne d  to p r o -
vide antitank protection to the  f l a n k s  and rea - of the  m a i n  co lumn .

(7)  To i n c r e a s e  the  s u r v e i l l a n c e  capab il i t y  of t he  a r m o r e d  c a v a l r y  p l a t o o n  scr een-
ing t h e  north flank , a short range radar team is attached from Company C. The medium range
r ada r  sec t ion  is placed in g e - m i t ’ ra l s up por t  of the  m a i n  a t t a c k  f o r c e ,  and w i l l  move on Axis
BROWN .

(8) The reserve , C2 /76 , will move on Axis BROWN and behind TF BZ/76 prepared
f o r  c o m m i t m e n t  to i n f l u e n c e  t he  a c t i o n .

d. Considerations for flank security include screening the n o r t h  and s m i t h  f l a n k s . The
c o m m a n d e r  a s s i g n s  the a r m o r e d  c a v a l r y  p la toon  the  m i s s i o n  of s c r e e n i n g  the n o r t h  f l a n k ,
which is consmde red the m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e .  The c o m m a n d e r  d i r e c t s  A2/ 76  to screen tile s o u t h
flank and m a i n t a i n  contact  w i t h  the  2d Ede - T h i s  is f e a s i b l e  s ince  the  m e c h a n i z e d  c o m p a n y  has
su f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and adequa te  c o m m u n i c a t i o n. F u r t h e r , it is a n t i c i pat ed t h a t  A2/ 7 6
wil l  be r e l i eved  of t h i s  f l a n k  s e c m m r i t y  m i s s i o n  beyond Phase L i n e  OHIO by f o r c e s  a t t a c k i n g  ob-
j e c t i v e  2 or 3. A i r c r a f t  ava i l ab le  to the  c o m m a n d e r  will  be used  e f f e c t i v e l y to a s s i s t  in sc reen-
li- mg f la nks and be tween  un i t s ,

e. The battalion commander emp loys those control measures nem e ssary to ensure
t h a t  t i e  attack prog resses ae cording t i e  h i s  c o n c e p t .
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( I )  The l ine  of con tac t  is d e s i gna ted  as the  l ine  of d e p a r t u r e .

(2)  The t i m e  of a t t a c k  is not changed s ince  the l i ne  of d e p a r t u r e  is the san-m e as
ass igned by b r igade .

(3) Attack position (s) are not selected by the battalion commander,

(4) In this situation , because of the heavy enemy resistance expected initiall y, the
nec e s s i t y  f o r  o v e r c o m i n g  a second  l ine  of e n e m y  r e s i s t a n c e  w h i c h  may ex is t  and the possibi l i ty
of subsequen t  e n e m y  d e f e n s e s  t he  b r i gade c om m a n d e r  d e s i gna t ed  a b o u n d a r y  t h u s  a s s ig n i n g  a
zone of act ion to TF 2/76 and TF 2/78 .  C o m m a n d e r  TF 2/76 desi gnated a bounda ry  to de f ine
a zone of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to both the  moun ted  main  a t t a ck  f o r c e  (TF B2/4  A r m o r  and TF B2/76)
and the dismounted supporting attack force (A2/76). A boundary is also established between
objec t ives  2 and 3 to d e l i n e a t e  a r e a s  of r e sp o n s i b i l i ty  in s e i z i n g  t h o s e  ob j e c t i v e s .

• (5)  C o n d i t i o n s  f a v o r  the use of axes by the envelop ing f o r c e .  Th i s  con t ro l  will  per-
m i t  rap id s e i z u r e  of o bj e c t i v e s  2 and 3 and f ac i l i t a t e  the  c u t - o f f  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of e n e m y  f o r c e s
in the battalion zone . Attacking along a sing le ax i s  i n i t i a l l y will expose the  envelop ing f o r c e  to
f e w e r  e n e m y  obs tac les  and p r o v i d e  f o r  a rap id , u n i n t e r r u p t e d  move to the v i c i n i ty  HILLS  479
and 467. Adopting two axes short of t he  o bj e c t i v e  a r e a  wil l  b r i ng  both  c o m p a n y  t a sk  f o r c e s
f o r w a r d  and r ap idl y c o n c e n t r a t e  a m a x i m u m  of combat  f o r c e s  aga in s t  the enemy to e n s ur e  the
seizure of objectives 2 and 3. Upon s e i z u r e  of ob j ec t i ve s  2 and 3 the  ba t t a l ion  wi l l  be pos i t ioned
to block the withdrawal of bypassed enemy and to cont inue the a t t a ck  along A x i s  G R E E N  to
seize objectiv e Y.

(6) Directions of attack are not prescribed because they unnecessaril y r e s t r i c t  the
m a n e u v e r  of a t tacking units and a re  net r equ ir e d  in this  situa t ion .

( 7 )  The ba t t a l i on  c o m m a n d e r  d e t e r m i n e s  the  HILLS 479 and  467 a r e  d om i n a t i n g
terrain . Control of this key terrain is r e q u i r e d  to s e i z e  the  f inal  o b j e c t i v e  (Obj Y ) .  S e i z u r e  of
th i s  h i l l  c o m plex wi l l  d e s t r o y  t he  c o n t i n u i t y  of the  e n e r m , d e f e n s e  p o s i t i o n  and  g a i n  c o n t r o l  of
the key road junction in the battalion zone - If t h e  e n e m y  c o n t r o l s  t h e s e  h i l l s , he can j e o p a r d i z e
the  a c c o n e p l is hm e n t  of the  b a t t a l i o n  m i s s i o n . C o n t r o l  of t he  road ne t  is also e s s e n t i a l  to  sup-
p o r t  f u t u r e  o p e r a t i o n s . Because  of t he  s i ze  of t h i s  ob j e c t e v e -  a r e a ,  the e n e m y  s t r e n g th s i t u a t e d
t h e r e , and the  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  i t s  r ap id s e i z u r e ,  t he  c o m m a n d e r  d i v i d e s  HILLS 479  and 467 in to
two c o mp a n y  o b j e c t i v e s  tOb j  2 and 3) - The d i s m o u n t e d  a t t a ck  of AZ/ 7 6  to s e i z e  H I L L  367 (Obj
1) will  engage the  e n e my  in pos i t i on  d u r i ng  the m o v e m e n t  of the  envelop ing f o r c e .

(8) Phase  L i n e  OHIO is des i g n a t e d  by b a t t a l i o n  to  a s s i s t  c o n t r o l  of t h e  f o r w a r d

~- i o ve m en t  of t h e  u n i t s  - C h e c k  po in t s  may  also be adopted  to f a c i l i t a t e  c o n t r o l  t h r o u g hou t  t he
zone of ac t ion  or along the axes  -

54 .  T E A C H I N G  P O IN  I S  A P P L I C A B L E :

a .  In a g r o u n d  e n v e l o p m e n t  the main a t t ack  passes a round  the enemy ’s main  de f ense
position i c e  fa c i l i t a t e  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of e n e m y  in p o s e t c o n .

b .  To c o n d ei c t  a g r o u n d  e n v e l o p m e n t  an a s s a i l a b l e  e n e m y  f l a n k  m u s t  e x i s t  or be
C reatt ’d  -

c , The ma in  a t t a c k  is g i v e n  the  con- bat power  to se i z e  the  d e c i s i v e  a r e a .  t h e s  may  re-
q u i r e  t i e , ’  e e e p l c y  e r c u n t  of m o r e  than  one company  -
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