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PREFACE

This report is prepared under guidance contained in the
Recouinended Guidelines for Safety Inspection of Dams, for
Phase I Investigations. Copies of these guidelines may be
obtained from the Off ice of Chief of Engineers , Washington,
D.C. 20314. The purpose of a Phase I investigation is to
identify expeditiously those dams which may pose hazards to
human life or property. The assessment of the general con-
dition of the dam is based upon available data and visual
inspections. Detailed investigation, and analyses Involving
topographic mapping, subsurface investigations, testing, and

O detailed computational evaluations are beyond the scope of a
Phase I investigation; however, the investigation is intended
to identify any need for such studies.

In reviewing this report, it should be realized that the
0 

reported condition of the darn is based on observations of
field conditions at the time of inspection along with data
available to the inspection team. In cases where the reservoir
was lowered or drained prior to inspection, such action,

• while improving the stability and safety of the darn, removes
the normal load on the structure and may obscure certain con-
ditions which might otherwise be detectable if inspected
under the normal operating environment of the structure.

It is important to note that the condition of a dam depends
on numerous and constantly changing internal and external 0

conditions, and is evolutionary in na :ure. It would be
incorrect to assume that the present condition of the dam
will continue to represent the condition of the dam at some
point in the future. Only through frequent inspections can
unsafe conditions be detected and only through continued
care and maintenance can these conditions be prevented or
corrected.

Phase I inspections are not intended to provide detailed
hydrologic and hydraulic analyses. In accordance with the
established Guidelines, the spillway design flood is based
on the estimated “Probable Maximum Flood” for the region
(greatest reasonably possible storm runoff), or fractions
thereof. The spillway design flood provides a measure of
relative spil].way capacity and serves as an aid in deter—
mining the need for more detailed hydrologic and hydraulic
studies, considering the size of the dam, its general con-
dition and the downstream damage potential.
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PHASE I REZ ’ORT
NA TI ONA L DAN INSP ECTION ?EP ORT

NA~~ OF DAM : Hunte r s  Lake Dam
STATE LOCATED : Pennsylvania
COUNTY LOCATED: Sullivan
STtEAN : Trout Run
~~TE F INSPECTION : May 24, 1979

AS SE S S~1ENT

The assessment of the Hunters Lake Dam is based upon visual
)bservattons made at the time of inspection , review of available
records and data , hydrology and hydraulic computacions , and
past operational performance.

‘he inspection and review of data of Hunters Lake Dam did not
reveal any problems which require emergency action . The dam
appears to be stable , well, maintained , safely operated and in
good c n ~ittion .

Hunters Lake Darn is a high hazard—intermediate size ‘tructure.
the sp iliway design flood I the P~ff.

The existing spiliway and reservoir are capable of controlling
the F~1F (Probable Maximum Flood). Based on criteria established
by the Corps of Engineers , the spiliway is termed adequate.

ih~ fo11ow~ng recci:emendations and remedial measures thould be
instituted immediately.

1. Repair the upstream p tving .

2. Monitor the seepage exiting the rock toe at  period Ic
intervals and during periods of high reservoir levels.

3. Institute a formal inspection program to be conducted
at regular intervals.

4. A warning system should be instituted to warn downstream
residents of high spillway discharges or during periods of heavy
rainfall or high runoff.
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PHASE I

S NATIONAL DAM INSPECTION PROGRAM
HUNTERS LAKE DAN
NDI I.D. NO. PA 356
DER I.D. NO. 57—1

SECTION 1
PROJECT INFORMATION

1.1 General.

a. Authority. The National Darn Inspection Act, Public
Law 92—367, authorized the Secretary of the Army, through
the Corps of Engineers, to initiate a program of inspection of
dams throughout the United States.

1. Purpose. The purpose of the inspection is to determine
if the darn constitutes a hazard ~o human life or property.

1.2 Description of Project.

a. Dam and Appurtenances. ~Hunters Lake Dam is an
earthfill dam 450 feet long and 27 feet high. The upstream
slope is 3H:1V with concrete paving blocks acting as slope
protection. The upstream slope in the lover portion is 3.5H:1V.
The downstream slope is 2.5H:lV and grassed . The embankment is
homogeneous with a rock toe. Upstream of the dam is a concrete
control tower which contains the principal spiliway. Fijow
enters the concrete spillway tower and drops down the tower and
into a 48 inch reinforced concrete pipe to an Impact basin at
the toe of the dam. In addition, the concrete spiliway tower
has a 4 foot by 5 foot sluice gate to act as a reservoir drain.
The emergency spiliway is located in a natural saddle at the
opposite end of the reservoir. The emergency spillway has a
300 foot long concrete slab. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

- -

b. Location. The dam is located on Trout Run, approximately
2.5 miles northwest of Muncie Valley, Sull ivan County, Pennsylvania.
Hunters Lake Darn can be located on the Eagles Mere, Pennsylvania
U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute quadrangle.

c. Size Classification. Hunters Lake Darn is an intermediate
size structure (27 feet high, 2259 acre—feet).

d. Hazard Classification. Hunters Lake Darn is a high hazard
darn. Downstream conditions indicate that loss of more than a
few lives is probable should the structure fail. (See section 3.le).

e. Ownership. Hunters Lake Dam is owned by the Co onwealth
of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Fish Coismission. Correspondence
should be addressed to:

; 1
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Co~~~nwealth of Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Fish COmmission
Bureau of Fisheries and Engineering
Robinson Lane
Bel].efonte , Pennsylvania 16823
814—359—2754

f .  Purpose of Darn. Hunters Lake Dam is used for recreation .

g. Design and Construction History. The darn was constructed
by the Amer ican Asphalt Company in 1970 replacing a previous darn
at the site.

ii. Normal Operating Procedures. The reservoir is maintained
at the principal spiUway crest with the excess inflow discharging
over the principal spili.way. During high flows, water flows out
the emergency spiliway located at the opposite end of the reservoir.
Each year the reservoir drain is opened for inspection and lubri-.
cation.

1.3 Pertinent Data.

a. Drainage Area . 1.3 square miles

b. Discharge at Dam Site (cfs) .

M~~ -t’m’m known flood at darn site Unknown
Principal spiliway capacity at top

of dam elevation 280
48” drainLine at normal pool Unknown
Emergency spil.lway capacity at top

of darn elevation 7560
Total spiliway capaci ty at top of
of darn elevation 7840

c. Elevation (U.S.G.S. Datum) (feet). — Elevations based
on normal pool elevation 1563 shown on U .S .G.S .
quadrangle. Elevations shown on construction drawings
are from an arbitrary datum.

Top of darn — low point 1568.2
Design top of dam 1568.0
Nar 4~~~i. pool. — design surcharge Unknown
Full flood control pool N/A
Normal pool 1563.0
Principal spiilway crest 1563.0
~~~rgency spiliway crest 1563.8
Upstream portal — 48” drainline L547.0
Downstream portal — 48” drain i tne 1541. 1
Streambed at centerlin, of dam 1541.0
M~~1~~’— tailvater None
To. of darn 1541.1

2
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-1. Re~ erv,.~r f~ e’~~L).

Length  of maxinum pool 
~~~~~~~Len gth  ot no~~ ai pool 5T ~~I)

e. Sto rage ( a c r e — f e e t ) .

Norma l pool i2~4Flood control pool N/A
Desi gn surcharge Unknown
To~ of dam 1840

f. ~e~ervoir Surface ( a c r e s ) .

0 Top oi dam 140
Maximum pool (PMF) 135
Flood control  pool N /AO 
Normal pool 117
Emergency -5pillway crest 117

Dan .

Type Earchfill
Length  450 feet
Height 27 f e e t
Top wIdth 15 f e e t
S ide siopes — Upstream — Upper por t ion 3H~~ V

Lover ‘~ortjon 3.)F!:JV
Do~~ st r e a m  2.~~th1VZoning

trnperv i ous  core
C u t o f f  N~~nc
Grout cii r t3 ln

h. Reservoir Drain .

Type L S ”  concre ’~~ p~ pe
Length 140 feet
Closure Sluice gate in concrete tower
Access Concrete tower
Regulating facilittes Sluice gate in concrete :0~~~ €~~~

i. Emergency ~pi1lway.

Type Uncontrolled concrete ‘~eirLength 300 feet
Crest elevation 1563.~Gates 

~oneUpstream channel Lake
Downstream channel Na tu raL  drainage
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SECTION 2
ENGINEERING DATA

2.1 Design. Review of information in the files of the Cormnonwealth
of Pennsylvania, Department of Environmental Resources and
the Pennsylvania Fish Commission revealed that construction
drawings, design reports, permits and specifications were available.
All this data was reviewed for this study.

2 .2  Construction. The only information available on the
construction of the dam were the construction photographs.

2.3 Operation. No formal operating records are maintained
on water levels and discharges. The operation and maintenance
manual for Hunters Lake Darn was revIewed for this study.

2.4  Evaluation.

a. Availability. Engineering data were provided by PennDER
Bureau of Dam Safety , Obstructions and Storm Water Management and
by the Pennsylvania Fish Commission. Members of the Pennsylvania
Fish Commission s taff  accompanied the inspection team to answer
questions on the construction and operation of the darn .

b. Adequacy . The type and amount of design data and other
engineering information is substantial. The information is
sufficient to complete a Phase I Report.

4
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SECTION 3
VISUAL INSPECTION

3.1 Findings.

a. General. The onsite inspection of Hunters Lake Dam
was conducted by personnel of L. Robert Kimball and Associates
accompanied by members of the Fish Commission staff on May 24 ,
1979. The inspection consisted of :

1. Visual inspection of the retaining structure,
abutments and toe.

2. Examination of the spillway facilities, exposed
portions of any outlet works and other
appurtenant works .

3. Observations affecting the runoff potential of
the drainage basin.

4. Evaluation of the downstream area hazard potential .

b. Dam . The darn appears to be in good condition . The
darn appears to conform closely to the construction drawings with
the exception that an arbitrary datimi was used for elevations.
From a brief survey conducted during the inspection it was
noted that the crest of the dam is fairly even. The low point
on the dam was located at the right abutment. The crest is
approximately 12 feet wide with a bituminous paving surface.
The upstream slope above the water level was measured at 3H:lV
and was covered with concrete paving blocks for slope protection.
These concrete paving blocks have been displaced at several
areas particularly near the water level. The downstream slope
is measured at 2.5H:lV and covered with grass . The rock toe
is exposed at the downstream toe of the emban~~ent. Seepage
was noted exiting from the rock toe and from a ~~~ pipe located
near the toe adj acent to the concrete impact basin. The
design drawings indicate that a partial cutoff was pravided for the
darn. The dam was founded upon glacial till. Under seepage
is probable with these conditions .

c. Appurtenant Structures. The reservoir level is maintained
by th. principal spiliway located in a concrete intake tower in
the reservoir. The reservoir is drained by a sluice gate located
in a concrete control tower. Water from the principal spil].way
or from the drain flow through the 48” reinforced concrete pipe
beneath the embankment to a concrete basin at the toe of the
dam. The control tower and the impact basin appeared to be in
good condition. No deterioration of the concrete was noted .

— The amergency spillway is located at the opposite end of the
reservoir. The emergency spiliway has a 300 foot long concrete
weir. The concrete appears to b~ in very good condition. The
flow through the emergency spiliway is diverted to another( drainage area (Rock Run) .

j o
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d. Reservoir Area. The watershed is covered with wood—
land. The reservoir slopes are not considered to be susceptible
to massive landslides which would affec t the storage volume
of the reservoir or overtopping of the dam by displacing water.

e. Downstream Channel. Trout Run downstream of Hunters
Lake Dam is a steep narrow channel. Approximately 14 homes
are located in the flood area approximately 2 miles downstream
of the dam.

3.2 Evaluation. In general, the embankment and appurtenant
structures appear to be in very good condition and well main-
tained. The seepage exiting from the downstream rock toe
should be monitored to determine if flow increases or is turbid .
Note: Considerable precipitation occurred prior to and during
the inspection possibly concealing minimum seeps or wet areas.
Dry weather inspections by the owner are encouraged.

I
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SECTION 4
OPERATIONAL PROCEDURE S

4.1 Procedures. The reservoir is maintained at the principal
sp illway crest (elevation 1563.0) . During periods of high
runoff the emergency spillway discharges flow into Rock Run .
The reservoir drainline and sluice gate are exercised each year.

4.2 Maintenance of the Dam. No planned maintenance schedule is
utilized. Maintenance of the dam is performed by the Fish
Commission staff. Maintenance of the dam is considered good.

0 4.3 Maintenance of Operating Facilities. The sluice gate in
the control tower is exercised and lubricated each year. The
new valve stem on the sluice gate was installed in 1979.
Maintenance of operating facilities is performed by Fish
Conrnission staff. Maintenance of the operating facilities is
considered good.

4.4 Warning System in Effect. There is no warning system in
effect.

4.5 Evaluation. Maintenance of the dam and operating facilities
is considered good. There is no warning system in effect to
warn downstream residents of large spillway discharges or failure
of the dam.

I f
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o I SECTION 5
HYDRAULICS AND HYDROLOGY

5.1 Evaluation of Features.

a. Design Data. Hydraulic and hydrologic information are
contained in the construction drawings. This data consists of
principal and emergency spiliway rating curves and area capacity
curves. No other data was available.

b. Experience Data. No rainfall, runoff or reservoir level
data were available. The spillway reportedly has functioned
adequately in the past. Maximum water level in the reservoir

o 
is unknown.

c. Visual Observations. The concrete in the emergency
spillway and principal spillway appeared to be in good con-
dition. Normal flow is maintained by the principal spiliway
located in the concrete control tower. In addition to the
principal spillway weir a wet well is located in the control
tower with removable stoplogs. The sluice gate is located in
the control tower to act as a reservoir drain.

The emergency spilway is located at the opposite end of the
reservoir. The emergency spiliway crest is approximately
.8 feet higher that the principal spiliway weir. The emergency
spiliway is 300 feet long. The spiliway has low concrete
walls on either side 1.7 feet high. Above the concrete wall
flow is confined in the natural saddle. 

S 

-

d. Overtopping Potential. Overtopping potential was
investigated through the development of the probable maximum
flood (PMF) for the watershed and the subsequent routing of the
P~ff and fractions of the PNF through the reservoir and spiliway.

The Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District, has directed that
the HEC—l Darn Safety Version systemized computer program be
utilized. The program was prepared by the Hydrologic Engineering
Center (HEC), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Davis, California,
July, 1978. The major methodologies or key input data for this
program are discussed briefly in Appendix D.

5.2 Evaluation Assumptions. To enable us to complete the
hydraulic and hydrologic analysis for this structure, it was
necessary to assume that flow is maintained through the principal
spiliway.

t
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5.3 Summary of Overtopping Analysis. Complete summary sheets

I from the computer output are presented in Appendix D.

Peak inflow 4127
Spillway capacity 7840

a. Spil].way Adequacy Rating. The Spillway Design Flood
(SDF) for this dam is the PMF. The SDF is based upon the
hazard and size classification of the dam. Based on the
following definition provided by the Corps of Engineers, this
spillway is rated as adequate as a result of our hydrologic
analysis.

Adequate — Intermediate size dams in which the
spillway and reservoir can safely pass the P~1F.

The spillway and reser~ioir are capable of controlling the PMFo 
without overtopping the embankment.

it
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SECTI~~ 6
STRUCTURAL ST A~ 1LITY

6.1 Ev~’luation of Structural_Stability.

a. Visual Observations. The seepage at the toe of the dam
should be monitored at periodic intervals and durin g high
reservoir levels. The remainder of the dam appears to be in good
condition. No erosion slumping was noted on the slopes. The
upstream concrete paving blocks have been disp laced particularly
at water level. This displacement is believed to be from ice
action or erosion under the blocks. Based on the visua’ observa-
tions at the tirne of inspection , the static stability of the dam
appeared to be adequate.

b. Design and Construction Data. Drill logs and soils
testing information were available for review. No stability anal-
ysis was performed.

O~~rating_ Records. There are no fo rmal operating
records fo r the dam.

d. Post—Co nst ruct ion Changes. There have been nc po st—
cons t ruc t i on  changes to the dam .

c. Seismic_ StabilitI .  The dam is located in ~r’ismic zcri e
1 No seismic stability analysis has been performed . Normally,
It can be considered tha t  if a dam In this zone is st able under
static loading conditions , it can be assumed si fe  fo r any
expected earthquake loading. Beca use of the low risk of seismic
occurance and the visual observations, no static analysis jq
required.

_ 
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SECTION 7
ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS/REMEDIAL MEASURE S

7.1 Dam Assessment.

a. Safety. The darn appears to be in good condition . The
visual observations, review of available information , hydrologic
calculations, and past operational performance indicate that
Hunters Lake Dam’s spiliway is adequate. The spiliway is
capable of controlling the PMF without overtopping. No
stability analysis has been performed on the darn. The seepage
at the toe of the dam through the rock toe should be monitored
at periodic intervals to determine if flow increases or is turbid .

b. Adequacy of Information. Sufficient information is
availab.~.e to complete a Phase I Report.

c. Urgency. The recommendations suggested below should
be implemented immediately.

d. Necessity for Further Investigation. No further
investigations are required at this time.

7.2 Recommendations/Remed ial Measures.

1. Repair the upstream paving.

2. Monitor the seepage exiting the rock toe at periodic
intervals and during periods of high reservoir levels.

3. Institute a formal inspection program to be conducted
at regular intervals.

4. A warning sytem should be instituted to warn downstream
residents of high spillway discharges or during periods of heavy
rainf all or high runoff.
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- APPENDIX A

CHECKLIST , VISUAL INSPECTION , PHASE I
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APPENDIX D
HYDROLOGY AND HYDRAULICS

Methodology. The dam overtopping and breach analyses were
accomplished using the systemized computer program EEC—i
(Darn Safety Investigation), September, 1978, prepared by the
Hydrologic Engineering Center, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ,
Davis, California. A brief description of the methodology
used in the analysis is presented below.

- -  1. Precipitation. The Probable Maximum Precipitation
(PMP) is derived and determined from regional charts prepared
from past rainfall records including “Hydrometeorological
Reports No. 40 prepared by the National Weather Service.

The index rainfall is reduced from 10% to 20% depending on
watershed size by utilization of what is termed the HOP Brook
adjustment factor. Distribution of the total rainfall is
made by the computer program using distribution methods
developed by the Corps.

2. Inflow Hydrograph. The hydrologic analysis used in
development of the overtopping potential is based on applying
a hypothetical storm to a unit hydrograph to obtain the inflow
hydrograph for reservoir routing.

The unit 1-tydrograph is developed using the Snyder method.
This method requires calculation of several key parameters.
The following list gives these parameters their definition
and how they were obtained for these analysis.

Parameter Definition Where Obtained

C~ Coefficient representing Prom Corps of
variations of watershed Engineers*
slope and storage

I. Length of main stream From U.S~G.S.
channel miles 7.5 minute topographic

Lca Length on main stream From U.S.G.S.
to centroid of watershed 7.5 minute topographic

C Peaking coefficient From Corps ofp 
Engineers*

A Watershed size From U.S.G.S.
7.5 minute topographic

*Developed by the Corps of Engineers on a regional basis for(• Pennsylvania. -

0 
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3. Routing. Reservoir routing is accomplished by using
Modified Plus routing techniques where the flood hydrograph is
routed through reservoir storage. Hydraulic capacities of
the outlet works, spilivays and the crest of the darn are used
as outlet controls in the routing.

The hydraulic capacity of the outlet works can either be
calculated and input or suff icient dimensions input and the
program will calculate an elevation discharge relationship.

Storage in the pool area is defined by an area — elevation
relationship from which the computer calculates storage.
Surface areas are either planimetered from available mapping
or U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute series topographic maps or taken from
reasonably accurate design data.

4. Dam Overtopping. Using given percentages of the PMP
the computer program will calculate the percentage of the PMP
which can be controlled by the reservoir and spillway without
the darn overtopping.

5. Dam Breach and Downstream Routing. The computer
program is equipped to determine the increase in downstream
flooding due to failure of the darn caused by overtopping.
This is accomplished by routing both the pre failure peak
flow and the peak flow through the breach (calculated by the

I’ computer with given input assumptions) at a given point in
time and determining the water depth in the downstream channel.
Channel cross—sections taken from U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute topographic
maps were used in the downstream flood wave routing. Pre and
pose failure water depths are calculated at locations where
cross—sections are input.
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CHECK LIST
HYDROLOGIC AND HYDRAULIC

ENGINEERING DATA

DRAINAGE AREA CHARACTERISTICS : 1.3 square miles(wooded,moderately steep)

ELEVATION TOP NORMAL POOL (STORAGE CAPACITY): 1563.0 (1228 acre-feet)

ELEVATION TOP FLOOD CONTROL POOL (STORAG E CAPACITY): N/A

ELEVATION MAXIMUM DESIGN POOL: _________________________________

ELEVATION TOP DAN : — 
1568.2

SPILLWAT CREST:

a. Elevation — 
1563.8

b. Type concrete weir
c. Width 1 foot
d. Length 300 feet
e. Location Spillover OoDosite end of reservoir
f. Number and Type of Gates None

OUTLET WORKS:

a. Type 48” concrete pipe
b. Location Through darn
c. Entrance inver ts 1547.0
d. Exit inverts 1541.1
e. ~~ergency draindown facilities Sluice gate

HYDROMETZOROLOGICAL GAUGES:

a. Type None
b. Location __________________________________________________
c. Records 

______________________________________________________

MAXDfUM NON—DAMAGING DISCHARGE Unknown

t

.4- 0
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General Geology. 
S

The Hunters Lake Darn lies within the Glaciated Lou Plateaus S

Section of the Appalachina Plateaus Physiographic Province.
This area is characterized by broad ant~clines and synclines
and little, if any, faulting. The topography has been
modified by a blanket of glacial deposits.

The Bedrock under Hunters Lake Dasi consists of the Devonian
aged Susquehanna Group. This is a complex unit of sandstones,
siltstones, shales and conglomerates. Usually the following
changes occur from the bottom to the top of the group ; the
sediment grain size increases , the average thickness of the
beds increases, the shales become redder , and the percentage
of silica increases. The bedding is usually well developed
with thicknesses ranging from less than one to over fifteen
feet. The joints are usually closely spaced in a well developed ,
regular pattern in the shales and siltstones. The shales
weather rapidly, while the sandstones, siltstones and con-
glomerates are moderately resistant. This group can form a
good foundation for heavy structures if it is excavated to
solid material and the shales and siltstones are kept water
free. The surface drainage is moderate to good, except in
glaciated regions, such as this one, where it is poor. The
interstitial porosity is low in the coarser rocks while the
joint development aUows a medium quantity of total effective
porosity. -

The entire area around Hunters Lake has been subjected to
depositional affects of continental ice sheets from the Wisconsin
Stage of the Pleistocene. Geologic literature indicates that
the Wisconsin ice sheet in this area had a thickness of at
least 1500 feet and extended as much as five miles of the
Sullivan County line. As a result of these glacial features
compact preconsolidateci deposits of relatively impervious glacial
till blanket in the area thickness from a few feet to more than
100 feet. A few isolated deposits of previous out-wash sediments
from the glacier are scattered throughout the area. The filling
and damming of preglacial. stream valleys with glacial deposits has
resulted in numerous swamps and natural lakes in the area.
Hunters Lake on Trout Creek is a natural glacial lake dammed
by and resting on a compact , relatively impervious deposit of
glacial till. The till is a heterogenious merger of reddish
silty and cJ.ayey sand with occasionally boulders.
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