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Research in pro~~ees since l9~49, including studies involVing actual
Korean combat , lea to the conclusion that effective combat selection is
most likely to result from measuring not only .k(11A s54 abilities, bat
also such personal factors as motivation, interests, attitudes, and
activities. This research resulted in the inclusion of tvo new ~~~~ires
in the AiW Classification Battery : the classification Inventory (CI),
a personality oji estionnaire which is part of the Infantry Combat Aptitude
Area (rn), and the General Informstion Test (OtT), an interest measure
which is part of the Artillery, Armor and Engineer Combat Aptitude Ares
(AZ).

OBJECTIVE

‘lbs Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel has directed additional
differential screening at Armed Forces Examining Stations of Category
Iv personnel (percentiles 10 to 30 on AP~Z) in order to avoid Induction
of men who will not achieve a st*~d*rd score of 90 on two or more
aptitude areas. To meet this requirement in the Combat Aptitude Areas,
construction of short forms of the Classification Inventory and the
General Iuformtion Test was undertaken. The present Research Neaor nth~
describes the construction of two experimental short forms of the General
Information Test.

1TE24 SELECTICIt

Approximately ~)O items not included in the operational forms of the
General Information Test were collected--or c0~structed--and classified
according to content area . From this pool, two 70-item pools were
selected on the basis of available validit y information, d*~ licsticn of
content area in the aperetional long forms, and the addition of new
content judged to be predi ctive of combat potential.

The following sources were used:

1. Unused items from experimental forms developed for ~~~~ by the
American Institute of Research for the opera tional forms of the GIT. 

• ..

2. Items from a series of General Information Tests, bearing the -

collective desigoation DOL 7-K, developed as experi menta l predictors . Li
for the Officer Prediction Task. 0

3. AdditIonal items constructed to meet shortages in specific --

content areas . - —---- --
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Using the basic rationale of the General Informa tion Teat--that
with strongly masculine interest patterns (measured indirsatl3’

thr ough knowledge achieved about masculine-type sports and activities )
make better combat fighters than men who do not show scu1i’~e interest
patterns--the ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ m ber of items hypotbesised to cover the content
of this rationale were selected Jud~~~ntal37 from the two 70-item
poole. This resulted in two experimental 30-item short forms of the
General Information Test, GIT-2QX and GIT.3QX.

RESULTS

Table I. give, the content areas covered by the two 70-item pools
and the two experimental short forms, GIT-2QX and OXT-3QX. Item con-
tent of the two operational long forms Cf the OtT is also shown for
purposes of coapsriaon . The items of the 70-item pools, appropriately
keyed and coded by content area , were d~~ltcsted on Individual item
cards and are available In EP~B flies. The reverse side of each card
gives all avail able item stat ietics.

Short Form GIT-~~X Is included as Section I (Items 1-30) of T.st
Booklet PT 4125. GIT-3QX is include d as Sectioc I (Items 1-30) of
Test Booklet PT I~l21. Tbeee experimental Instruments, along with other
experimental booklets designed for use as alte rnate forms of the M~~r
Qu*l4fication Batter y, are being admini stered to 2000 ~21 (N • 1000 for
PT 4125 and 1000 for PT 4127) at ten Armed Forces Examining Stations
(Input qualit y Task A-l2). Ab~inistratiob of the batte ry Started in
Juce 1961, and data collection is expected to be coispleted by the end
of A]~gust 1961. Anal.ysis of the dmts is intended to establi sh norm. ,
develop conver sion tables , and. provide infor mation concerni ng the
relationship among the tests of the A45.
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Table 1

GUIESAL flI~~~~~~ C, ~~~Z ~~~~~D~~ITAL ~~~~ P0~~~ ~CIWARED WI~~
0P~~ATIC$IAL WPG P~~ C

(Content Areas and Number of Items in Each Area)

Qperational Porias~ Short -Form Pools Short Porm~°
Content Area 

- 
OtT-i QIT-2 A B GtT-2~X OIT-3QX

I . Active Sport s
A. Team Sports

1. BaaebaU, Softbsll. 2 2 3 3 2 2

2. Basketball 1 2 2 2 2 1

3. Football 1 1 3 3 2

11. Rockey 2 1 2 1.

5. Volleyball 1

6. Soccer 1

7. Lacrosse 1

B. Individual Sports

1. Casgiingand Hiking 3 3 5 5 1 2

2. Bowling 3. 1

3. Boxing 1 1 1 1 1 1

4. Boating 1. 1 1 1.

5. Diving 1 3
6. Horseback Riding

and Racing 1 2

7. Stock Car Racing 1 3

8. ~~iing 2

9. Swlmaing 2 2 1. 2. 2.

l0. Track 1 1 2 2 1

U. Wrestli ng 1

12. Fiehing 1 2 2 1 1

13. Other 1
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Content Ares OtT-i ~~~-2 A B GIT-2~~ GtT-3~~

U. Hobbies and Pastimes
4

A. Auto Driving and Motor-
cycling 8 11 8 11 3 2

B . G ~~~1ing 2 2 3 3 2 2

C. Yirearms and ffunting 8 5 9 10 5 5

D. POol 1

B. Tools and Mechanical
Equipment 1 1 2 3. 1

F. Models (Car, Plane,
Train) 2 2 2 1 1 1

0, ~~oking and Drinking 1 2

III. )Cnowledge of the Militar3r 14 14 17 15 6 9

T0TAI~~~ 5O 50 70 70 30 30

‘~Op.rational Forms: OtT- i, M Form 6117; OIT-2, Wi Form 6118.
bExperin~entai Short Forms: GIT-~~ C, PT 4125; GIT-3QX, PT 4127.
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