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NEW SOVIET AIRCRATr

The' Soviet:; .e01n to be tireless in their desiqn activities:

just wlier a new model aircraft becomes known there is aqain news

of an improved dcsign or the d-signing of a ne'.,' and dif'r nt

model aircraft. Just when the outside world was infering and

appraising the temporarily named RAM aircraft, news, infornation

and inCdi.stinct facts began to emerge from the silent current

which traditionally covers information about new types of

Soviet aircraft. We tend to believe the assumption that the

Soviets thenselves, after abandoning their traditionally closed

policy by holding large scale aviation exhibitions such as the

Tushino in 1961 or the Domodedovo in 1967, had already resolved

to adopt a type of news leak policy so as to reveal to foreigners

the course of their development. Part of the rea.,'on for doing

this was to offset the effects of the anticipated reports of the

aerial monitoring and data gathering system by the United States

military satellites. Actually, the United States satellite system

did verify one fact that people had guessed for sonic time: the

Soviet 60,000/70,000 ton class carrier ship was in the process

of being constructed in the shipyards of Nikolavev on the Black

Sea and these wars.hips carn very possibly be installed with

catapults.This fact was deduced from the discovery of a series of



ej ectors, alrady beiniq built in land fartorneis ard in the f'uturo

they can very po,;bi V carry out- prcliminary laun'h tcsts us: ino

the p ianes on the a.ircraft carriers. There is some doubt due to

the number of (jector; and their directionalis yet the neneral

assuviption is that different wind direction-s occur in the test

areas and that this type of layout is helpful in carryino out

protracted high speed test activities under different wind

direction conditions. At firsL, people thouoht that the Soviet

aircraft carrier was a type of naval MiG-23 because its struc-

ture seemed to be able to adapt to necessary chanqes, yet the

recent appearance of the "Russian F-18" (the RAM-L) has already

brought on new conjectures. It has been suggested that the

weiqht of this type of aircraft designed at the Suhuoyi (?)

Design Bureau (another information source thinks it is the

Guliweiqi (?) Desiqn Bureau) is about 11 to 12 tons, the same

weight as the F-16 fighter, and that it uses a double engine

layout and F-18 aircraft structural components. The change of

the aircraft for operations on a carrier will certainly cause

an increase in its weight. and this will require a 60,000 ton

class carrier to be able to carry it. Obviously, the production

of this type of aircraft represents very great proqross by the

Soviets in design as compared to the Forger aircraft ueod on tho

"Jifu (?)" carrier. Two conclusions can be drawn from this type

of progress:

1. The "Forger" cannot be a very effective aircraft unless
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the ,oviets hav, a I rd'dy found a iieans to elimi nate its short-

Corni ,q"

2. The P AM-I, lia very qood :;upersonic p,.:r:-ormance, its pay

load sciems to be several times ceater than that of the "Voroer."

The advancement of this type of aircraft will oreatly

improve the overall fighting capabilities of the Soviet navy

and will force the Western stratecic policyakers to compre-

hensively revise their former appraisal of the nloba] strateoic

situatilon.

On the other hand, the West has already been discussino for

some time the modified 11-86 Camber transport warnino and control

system (AWACS). This type of newly modified aircraft will replace

the present Tu-126 Moss aircraft. The Tu-126 is already outdated:

its frame is actually that of the Tu-114 Cleat civil aviation

passenger plane and is a four turbine propeller plane designed

during the 1950's. The 11-86 aircraft can possibly be converted

into an aerial command post and an analagous conversion in the

United States is the conversion of the Boeinq 7 47 planes into

E-4B aircraft, This E-4B aircraft can then act as an aerial

command post. On the other hand, the II186 transport - aerial

refueling aircraft will be able to equal the MacDonald - Douglas

KC-10 and the fliqht equipment requirements of the two suner-

powers seem to becoming more and more similar. The use of the

Il-76 Candid transporter for the Tu-22M Backfi.rc is no lono-er

a fantasy and before loncl this type of aircraft will enter the

S3.-
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