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NEW SOVIET ATRCRAWT

The Soviels scoem 1o be tireless in their desiaqn activitices:
just when a new model aircraft becomes known there is again news
of an iwproved dcsign or the designing of .a new and different
model aircraft. Just when the outside world was infering and
appraising the temporarily named RAM aircraft, news, information
and indistinct facts began to cmerge from the silent current
which traditionally covers information about new types of
So;iot aircraft. We tend to believe the assumption that the
Soviets thenselves, after abandoning their traditionally closed
pelicy by holding large scale aviation exhibitions such as the
Tushino in 1961 or the Domodedovo in 1967, had already resolved
to adopt a type of news leak policy =so as to reveal to foreigners
the course of their development. Part of the reason for doing
this was to offsct the effects of the anticipated reports of the
aerial monitoring and data gathering system by the United Statces
military satcllites. Actually, the United States sztellite system
did verify one fact that people had guessed for some time: the
Soviet 60,000/70,000 ton class carrier ship was in the process
of being constructed in the shipyards of Nikolavev on the Black
Sea and these warships can very possibly be installed with

catapults.This fact was deduced from the discovery of a scries of
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ejectors already being built in land factories ard in the ‘uture
they can very poacibly carry out prelimirary launch tests usino
the planes on the adrcraft carricers. There is some doubt duce to
the number of ecjectors and their dircctionals yet the aecnceral
assumption is that diffcecrent wind dircctions occur in the test
arcas and that this type of lavout is helpful in carryina out
protractcd high spced test activities under different wingd
direction conditions. At first, people thouaht that the Sovict
aircraft carricr was a type of naval MiG-23 because its struc-
ture secmed Lo be able to adapt to necessary changes:; yet the
recent appearance of the "Russian F-18" (the RAM-L) has alrcady
brought on ncw conjectures. It has been suggested that the
weight of this type of aircraft designed at the Suhuoyi (?)
Design Burcau (another information source thinks it is the
Guliweiqi (?) Design Burcau) is about 11 to 12 tons, the same
weight as the P-16 fighter, and that it uses a double cngince
layout and F-18 aircraft structural components, The chanae of
the aircraft for operations on a carrier will certainly causc
an increasc in its weight and this will require a 60,000 ton
class carrier to be able to carry it. Obviously, the production
of this type of aircraft represcnts very great proaress by the
Soviets in design as compared to the Forqger aircraft used on the
"Jifu (2)" carrier. Two conclusions can be drawn from this type
of progress:

1, The "Forger" cannot be a very effecective aircraft unlcess
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the Soviets have already found a weans to climinate its short-
coming:e

2. The RAM-IL has very good supersonic performance, its pay
load scems to be several times greater than that of the "Forger,™

The advancement of this type of aircraft will areatly
inprove the overall fighling capabilities of the Soviet navy
and will forcce the Western strategic policymakers to compre-
hensively revisce their former appraisal of the aqlobal stratcaic
situation,

On the other hand, the West has already been discussing for
some time the modified I1-86 Camber transport warning and control
system (AWACS). This type of newly modified aircraft will replace
the present Tu-126 Moss aircraft. The Tu-126 is alrcady outdatced:
its frame is actually that of the Tu-114 (Cleat civil aviation
passenger plane and is a four turbine propeller planc designed
during the 1950's. The I1-86 aircraft can possibly be converted
into an aerial command post and an analagous conversion in the
United States is the conversion of the Boeing 747 plancs into
E-4B aivcraft, This E-4B aircraft can then act as an acrial
command post. On the other hand, the I1-86 transport - aerial
refueling aircraft will bc able to equal the MacDonald - Douglas
KC-10 and the flight equipmnent requirements of the two super-
powers seem to becoming more and more similar, The usc of the
I1-76 Candid transporter for thce Tu-22M Backfirce is no lonaer

a fantasy and before long this type of aircraft will enter the
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Serveo o7 s coviet lonag-range aviation fiohting troop:s.

Sidgeview diagram of the lead ship of the
Sovintshy Suyer class nucleur-powsied cruser,
the Airov.
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Picture 1

Artist’s imprestion of the It 76 Candid tanker,
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Artist’s Imprersion of the || 88 Comber tan er, '
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Picturce 3

Artist’s impression of the 11-86 Camber AWACS.
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Picture 4

nAML shiphornt fighter.

Artist's {mpression of the
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Soviet steenyihieniag bs Ay Muscle RAM-T, the Russtan F-18,
has appedared oy a catrer-bomme arrcraft. It is ¢ much moge
ddvanced doapn over the I~'ulgc'l, ottenng excellent supersonic
performance and much greater payload.

The AWACS version of the 1166 Cumber is to replace the out-

dated Tu-126 Moss. It mzy be adapted us a0 aubome come
mand post. A cargo-tanker veision of the 11-86 has also becn
developed. The 11:76 Candid will soon enter service for inthgh
sefuclling of the Tu-22M Backfire.







