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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
$T. LOUIS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEENS
210 TUCKER SBOULEVARD. NORTH
ST. LOUIS. MISSOUR! 8310

SUBJECT: Grindstone-Lost-Muddy Creek Dam F-20

This report presents the results of field inspection and evaluation
of the Grindstone-Lost-iluddy Creek Dam F-20 (MO 11220).

It was prepared under the National Program of Inspection of Non-
Federal Dams.

Thi~ dam has been classified as unsafe, non-emergency by the St. Louis
District as a result of the application of the following criteria:

a. Spillway will not pass 50 percent of the Probable Maximum
Flood without overtopping the dam.

b. Overtopping of the dam could result in failure of the dam.

c. Dam failure significantly increases the hazard to loss of
1ife downstream.

SUBMITTED BY: S'GNED 2y SEP 1380

Chief, Engineering Division Date

SIGNED 30 SEP 1980

Colonel, CE, District Engineer Date
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PHASE I REPORT
NATIONAL DAM SAFETY PROGRAM
ASSESSMENT SUMMARY

Name of Dam Grindstone-Lost-Muddy Creek Dam F-20
State Located Missouri

County Located Daviess County

Stream Tributary to Smith Branch

Date of Inspection June 30, 1980

Grindstone-Lost-Muddy Creek Dam F-20 was inspected, by an inter-
disciplinary team of engineers from Hoskins-Western-Sonderegger, Inc.
The purpose of the inspection was-to make an assessment of the general
conditions of the dam with respect to safety, based upon available data
and visual inspection, in order to determine if the dam poses hazards
to human Tife or property.

The guidelines used in the assessment were furnished by the Department
of the Army, Office of the Chief of Engineers and developed with the help
of several Federal and State agencies, professional engineering organizations,
and private engineers.

Grindstone-Lost-Muddy Creek Dam F-20 has a height of twenty-seven (27)
feet and a storage capacity at the minimum top elevation of the dam of one
hundred (100+) acre-feet. In accordance with the guidelines, a small size
dam has a height greater than or equal to twenty-five (25) feet but less
than forty (40) feet and a storage capacity greater than or equal to fifty
(50) acre-feet but less than one thousand (1,000) acre-feet. The size
classification is determined by either the storage capacity or height, which-
ever gives the larger size category. Grindstone-Lost-Muddy Creek Dam F-20
is classified as a small size dam.

* In accordance with the guidelines and based on visual observation, the
dam is classified as having a high potential for damage and loss of life.
Failure would threaten life and property. The estimated damage zone extends
approximately two (2) miles downstream of the dam. Within the damage zone
are three dwellings, a garage, and a barn.

Our inspection and evaluation indicates that the spillway does not
meet the criteria set forth in the recommended guidelines for a small dam
having a high hazard potential. Considering the small volume of water im-
pounded and the downstream channel from the dam, one-half of the Probable
Maximum Flood is the appropriate spillway design flood. The spillways
will not pass the 100-year flood (1% probability flood, a flood having a
one percent chance of being exceeded in any year) without overtopping the
dam. The spillways will pass 24% of the Probable Maximum Flood without
overtopping the dam. The Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) is defined as the
flood that may be expected from the most severe combination of critical

meteorologic and hydrologic conditions that are reasonably possible in the
region.
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Based on available data and on the field inspection of the dam, the
following remedial measures should be performed under the guidance of a
professional engineer experienced in the design and construction of dams:

a. Alternatives.

(1) The emergency spillway size and/or the height of dam should
be increased to pass 50% of tne Probable Maximum Flood with-
out overtopping.

b. Operating and Maintenance Procedures.

(1) The vegetative growth around the principal spiliway entrance
should be removed and the area should be kept clear to pre-
vent a reduction in the principal spillway capacity.

(2) The willows in the principal spillway outlet channel should
be removed and measures taken to prevent their recurrence.

(3) The dam should be inspected at regular intervals and records
of the inspections made a part of the project file on this
dam.

- Rey S. Décker
E-3703

b Yl e

Gordon Jamison

Garold Ulmer
E-19246

Y, . .

Harold P. Hoskins, Chairman of the Board
Hoskins-Western-Sonderegger, Inc.

E-8696
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PHASE I INSPECTION REPORT
NATIONAL DAM SAFETY PROGRAM
GRINDSTONE-LOST-MUDDY CREEK DAM F-20 - MO 11220
DAVIESS COUNTY, MISSOURI

SECTION 1 - PROJECT INFORMATION

1.1 GENERAL
a. Authority. The National Dam Inspection Act, Public Law 92-367,

authorized the Secretary of the Army through the Corps of
Engineers, to initiate a program of safety inspection of dams
throughout the United States. Pursuant to the above, the St.
Louis District, Corps of Engineers, District Engineer directed
that a safety inspection of Grindstone-Lost-Muddy Creek Dam
F-20 be made.

Purpose of Inspection. The purpose of the inspection was to make
an assessment of the general condition of the dam with respect to
safety, based upon available data and visual inspection, in order
to determine if the dam poses hazards to human 1ife or property.

Evaluation Criteria. Criteria used to evaluate the dam were

furnished by the Department of the Army, Office of the Chief
of Engineers, in "Recommended Guidelines for Safety Inspection
of Dams", Appendix D to "Report of the Chief of Engineers on
the National Program of Inspection of Dams,"” dated May, 1975,
and published by the Department of the Army, Office of the
Chief of Engineers.

1.2 DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

d.

Description of Dam and Appurtenances.

(1) The dam is an earthen flood control dam about 725 feet in
length and 27 feet in height, with a storage capacity at the
minimum top of dam of 100+ acre-feet. It is located in the
Towa-Missouri Heavy Till Plain Resource area of the Central
Lowlands Physiographic area about 5.5 miles west of Altamont,
Missouri.

(2) The principal spillway consists of a 30-inch corrugated metal
pipe drop inlet (riser) with trash rack and antivortex device
and a 24-inch corrugated metal pipe conduit passing through
the base of the dam.

(3) A vegetated earth emergency spiliway is cut through the left
abutment.

(4) Pertinent physical data are given in paragraph 1.3 below.

-1-




' b. Location. The dam is located in the extreme western portion of
i Daviess County about 5.5 miles west of Altamont. It is located
in the SW 1/4, Sec. 30, T59N, R29W as shown on Plate A-1,

¢. Size Classification. Criteria for determining the size classi-
fication of dams and impoundments are presented in the guidelines
referenced in paragraph l.1c above. This dam has a height of 27
feet and a storage capacity at the minimum top elevation of the dam
of 100 acre-feet. This dam is classified as a small dam. A small
dam has a height greater than or equal to 25 feet but less than
40 feet and a storage capacity greater than or equal to fifty acre-
feet but less than 1,000 acre-feet. The size classification is
determined by either the storage capacity or height, whichever
gives the larger size category.

d. Hazard Classification. Guidelines for determining hazard classi-
fication are presented in the same guidelines as referenced in
paragraph 1.1c above. Based on referenced guidelines and on vis-
ual observation, this dam is in the High Hazard Classification.
The estimated damage zone extends about two miles downstream of
the dam. Within the damage zone are three dwellings, a garage
and a barn at 0.6 miles.

e. Ownership. The dam is owned by the Grindstone-Lost-Muddy Creek
Watershed Subdistrict, P.0. Box 117, Maysville, Missouri 64469.
It is on property owned by Mrs. Gertie Lee, c/o Wesley Lee, Jr.,
Route 1, Box B-146, Weatherby, Missouri 64497.

e
( f. Purpose of Dam. The dam was constructed for grade stabilization
‘ with flood control features under the Watershed Protection Act,
P.L. 566. ]
‘ g. Design and Construction History. The dam was designed by the Soil
) Conservation Service (SCS), Columbia, Missouri. It was construc-
ted in 1975 with the SCS providing technical supervision and
; quality control during construction.
o h. MNormal Operating Procedure. There are no controlled outlet facil- ;
.:< ities for this dam except the 8-inch diameter drawdown pipe. t
: e
1 1.3 PERTINENT DATA f
’Zi a. Drainage Area. 162.0 acres (0.253 square miles).
".‘ b. Discharge at Damsite.

; (1) Al11 discharges at the damsite are through an uncontrolled
30-inch diameter corrugated metal pipe drop inlet (riser) f

which is connected to a 24-inch diameter corrugated metal :

pipe conduit and through an uncontrolled, vegetated earth

emergency spillway.

1
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(2) Estimated maximum flood at damsite - Mr. Wesley Lee
reported that the highest water he had seen was approximately
4 inches over the riser.

(3) The principal spillway capacity varies from 0 c.f.s. at
elevation 56.0 feet to 36 c.f.s. at the crest of the
emergency spillway (elevation 58.4 feet) to 45 c.f.s.
at the minimum top of dam (elevation 60.2 feet).

(4) The emergency spillway capacity varies from 0 c.f.s.
at its crest elevation 58.4 feet to 265 c¢.f.s. at
elevation 60.2 feet (minimum top of dam).

(5) Total spillway capacity at the minimum top of dam is
310 c.f.s. +.

Elevations {feet-assumed).

(1) Observed pool - 55.4
(2) Normal pool - 56.0
(3) Spillway crests

Principal - 56.0

Emergency - 58.4
(4) Maximum experienced pool - 56.4 +
(5) Top of dam (minimum) - 60.2
Reservoir. Length (feet) of pool
(1) At principal spillway crest - 800 *
(2) At emergency spillway crest - 900 t
(3) At top of dam (minimum) - 1,000 &
Storage (Acre-feet).
(1) Observed pool - 50 +
(2) Normal pool - 55 +
(3) Spillway crests

Principal - 55 +

Emergency - 77 +
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(4)
(5)

Maximum experienced pool - 56 +

Top of dam (minimum) - 100 +

f.- Reservoir Surface (Acres).

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)
(8)

(9)
(10)
(11)

Observed pool - 7.5 +

Normal pool - 8.3 #

Spillway crests

Principal - 8.3 +

Emergency - 10.1 +

Maximum experienced pool - 11.5 +

Top of dam (minimum) - 12 +

Type - Rolled earth fill

Length - 725 feet +

Height - 27 feet +

Top width - 14 feet

Side slopes.

(a) Downstream - 1V on 2.5H with 10 foot wide berm
(b} Upstream - 1V on 2.5H with 10 foot wide berm
Zoning - Homogeneous

Impervious core - Homogeneous

Cutoff - Depth varies from 4 to 8 feet, 12 foot bottom
width, 1V on 1H side slopes

Grout curtain - None
Wave protection - Vegetated earth berm

Drains - None

h. Diversion Channel and Regulating Tunnel. MNone

-4-




i. Spillway.
(1) Principal

(a) Type - Uncontrolled drop inlet with a 30-inch
diameter corrugated metal pipe riser and a
24-inch diameter corrugated metal pipe conduit.

(b) Crest (invert) elevation - 56.0

Outlet - 34.0
(c) Length - 124 feet

(2) Emergency

(a) Type - vegetated earth, uncontrolled cut through the
left abutment. Bottom width - 40 feet; side
slopes - 1V on 3H; exit channel slope ~ 0.065 ft./ft.

(b) Control section - A level section 30 ft. long near
the centerline of the dam.

(c) Crest elevation - 58.3

(d) Upstream Channel - Open and clear

~ (e) Downstream Channel - Vegetated, slope - 0.065 ft./ft.,
b discharging about 200 feet down-
‘ : stream from the dam.

j. Regulating Outlets. None




2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

SECTION 2 - ENGINEERING DATA

DESIGN

This structure was designed by the Soil Conservation Service,

Columbia, Missouri. Copies of the Geologic and Soil Mechanics
Reports are included in Appendix E. The plans are included in
Appendix C.

CONSTRUCTION

The dam was constructed in 1975. The SCS provided technical super-
vision and quality control for the construction.

OPERATION

No data were available on spillway operation. It was reported
by Mr. Wesley Lee that the emergency spillway has never operated.

EVALUATION

a.

Availability. The data in Appendix C and Appendix E were
readily available from the S.C.S.

Adequacy. The design reports, plaas, field surveys and visual
observation presented herein are considered adequate to support
the conclusions of this report. Seepage and stability analyses
comparable to the requirements of the "Recommended Guidelines for
Safety Inspection of Dams" presented in the SCS report in Appendix
E are considered adequate.

Validity. The data and analyses are considered valid and adequate.
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SECTION 3 - VISUAL INSPECTION
3.1 FINDINGS

a. General. A visual inspection of the Grindstone-Lost-Muddy
Creek Dam F-20 was made on June 30, 1980. Engineers from
Hoskins-Western-Sonderegger, Inc., Lincoln, Nebraska making
the inspection were: Rey S. Decker, Geotechnical; Garold
Ulmer and Gordon Jamison, Hydrology and Hydraulics. Mr.
Wesley Lee accompanied the inspection team.

b. Dam.

(1) Geology and Soils (Abutment and Embankment). This site
is located in the Iowa-Missouri Heavy Till Plains area.
Abutments consist of stiff clay till (Kansan) CL-CH.
The alluvial valley material consists of stiff silty clay
(CL) underlain at shallow depths by siltstone, shale
and/or limestone bedrock. Bedrock is exposed in the scour
hole at the end of the pipe spililway. Materials in the
dam consist of CL-CH material borrowed from the reservoir
area and upstream abutments.

(2) Upstream Slope. The upstream slope is well vegetated
with grass and cattails along the waterline. No slumps
or slides were observed, nor was there any erosion.
Photo No. 2 shows the upstream slope.

(3) Crest. The crest is well vegetated with adapted grasses.
Measurements show the crest elevations to be very uniform
and according to the plans. No slumps or deformations
were observed. A number of drying cracks, up to 1/4
inch wide, were observed on the crest, as shown in
Photo No. 11. The same cracking pattern was observed in
the emergency spillway which is cut through natural
material. The crest is shown in Photo No. 3 and Plate
C-10 of Appendix C.

(4) Downstream Slope. The downstream slope is well vegetated
with adapted grasses. No cracks, slumps or deformations
were observed on the slope. Measurements indicate that
it was constructed according to the plans. Evidence of an
01d seep area (dead cattails) was observed downstream from
centerline station 6+50. Borings in this area showed no
free water to depths of 2 feet. Another seep area occurs
downstream from centerline station 5+00 to 6+00. Free
water was ponded in this area with no observable flow.
Both of these seep areas occur on the berm. Another
seep area is located downstream from the berm at about
centerline station 5+50. Mr. Lee reported that this seep
(spring) was there when the dam was constructed and results
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from seepage through the bedrock. Photo No. 4 shows the
downstream slope. Photos 12 and 13 show the seeps on the
berm. '

c. Appurtenant Structures.

(1) The principal spillway is uncontrolled and consists of a
30-inch corrugated metal pipe riser shown in Photo No. 8
and a 24-inch corrugated metal pipe conduit shown in
Photos 14 and 15. The pipe appears to be in good condition.
Cattails and grass block part of the entrance to the riser.
Cathodic protection measures were installed on the pipe
conduit. The activity of the protective measures is
monitored by SCS through the "test station" shown on the l
plans.

(2) The emergency spillway is an uncontrolled earth channel
cut through the left abutment. The spillway is very well
vegetated. No slumps or slides were observed in the
spillway. There was no evidence of flow through the
spillway and no erosion was evident (except for vehicular
tracks). Drying cracks similar to those on the crest of
the dam were observed in the natural soil in the spillway
bottom. Photos 5 and 6 show the spillway.

(3) Drawdown Facility. The drawdown facility consists of an
8-inch corrugated metal pipe into the 30-inch corrugated
metal pipe riser located 4 feet below the crest of the riser.

d. Reservoir Area. The area around the reservoir is well grassed. 5
No slumps or slides were observed. No significant erosion was i
evident around the shoreline. Photo No. 9 shows a portion of
the reservoir.

e. Downstream Channel. The channel downstream from the principal }
spiliway appears to be stable (rock is exposed in the plunge

pool). A number of willows are growing in the downstream
channel.

3.2 EVALUATION

This dam appears to be in good shape with no serious deficiencies
nor potential of failure. Measurements indicate that it was con-
structed in accordance with the plans. Seepage along the downstream
slope does not appear to adversely affect the integrity of the
structure. Some minor deficiencies in maintenance (heavy growth of
cattails around the entrance to the principal spillway, trees in the
outlet channel) should be corrected.




SECTION 4 - OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES
4.1 PROCEDURES

; There are no controlled outlet works for this dam except the
small drawdown pipe. The pool level is controlled by rainfall,
2 infiltration, evaporation, and the capacity of the uncontrolled
] spillways.

4.2 MAINTENANCE OF DAM
Maintenance appears to be reasonably good. Vegetative growth
around the inlet of the principal spillway and in the outlet
channel should be controlled.

4.3 MAINTENANCE OF OPERATING FACILITIES
No operating facilities exist at this dam.

4.4 DESCRIPTION OF ANY WARNING SYSTEM IN EFFECT

There is no warning system in effect for this dam.

4.5 EVALUATION

The maintenance of the dam appears to be good with the exception of

the vegetation which has been allowed to grow around the pr!nc1pal
"~ spiliway inlet and the uncontrolied growth of willow trees in the
o principal spillway outlet channel.




SECTION 5 - HYDRAULIC/HYDROLOGIC

5.1 EVALUATION OF FEATURES

a. Design Data. “As built" plans for this dam were furnished by
the Soil Conservation Service and are shown in Appendix C.

Pertinent hydraulic and hydrologic data used in evaluating
the dam are shown in Appendix C, Plate C-9.

b. Experience Data. The drainage area, reservoir surface area,
and elevation-storage data were developed from the SCS plans.
The hydraulic computations for the spillway and dam overtopping
discharge ratings were based on data collected in the field at
the time of the field inspection and information taken from
the "as built" plans.

c. Visual Observations.

(1) The drop inlet pipe, trash rack, and anti-vortex plate
appear in excellent condition. However, entrance conditions
- to the riser are becoming blocked with heavy grass and cattails.
The outlet end of the pipe was also in excellent condition.

(2) The emergency spillway is very well vegetated with adapted
grasses. There is no indication that the emergency spillway
has ever operated.

d. Overtopping Potential. The spillways are too small to pass 50%
of the probable maximum flood without overtopping. The spillways
will pass the 1% probability flood as well as 24% of the probable
maximum flood without overtopping the dam. Overtopping is dangerous
because the flow of water over the crest will erode the face of
the dam and, if continued long enough, will breach the dam with
sudden release of all of the impounded water into the downstream
floodplain.

P W .

———— e &

The results of the routings through the dam are tabulated in
regards to the following conditions:

*Maximum Duration

Inflow Outflow Maximum Depth Over
Discharge Discharge Pool Over Dam Top ,
Frequency c.f.s. c.f.s. Elevation Feet Hours %
1% 800 150 59.4 0 -—--
1/2 PMF 1410 1270 60.9 0.7 2
PMF 2820 2780 61.4 1.2 5
0.2+ PMF 690 310 60.2 0 ---

* Minimum top of dam elevation - 60.2

10 7




According to the recommended guidelines from the Department of the
Army, Office of the Chief of Engineers, this dam is classified as
having a high hazard rating and a small size. Therefore, the 1/2
PMF to PMF is the test for the adequacy of the dam and its spillway.

-
[ V)

The estimated damage zone is described in paragraph 1.2 d in this
report.




[

P
-~

SECTION 6 - STRUCTURAL STABILITY

6.1 EVALUATION OF STRUCTURAL STABILITY

a.

Visual Observation. Measurements indicate that the dam was
constructed according to the plans. It is considered to be
structurally stable. Stability analyses provided by the

SCS show adequate safety factors with phreatic surface
developed from emergency spillway elevation and no downstream
drainage measures. Therefore, seepage observed in the lower
section of the downstream slope should not endanger the
safety of the dam from the standpoint of strength. The
nature of materials in the dam and foundation indicate that
seepage at the toe would not endanger the stability of the
dam from the standpoint of internal erosion and piping.

Design and Construction Data. Design data and "As Built" plans
were available from the Soil Conservation Service and are
included as Appendix C and Appendix E of this report. Seepage
and stability analyses presented in the SCS reports are con-
sidered adequate for this structure.

Operating Records. There are no controlled operating facilities
for this dam.

Post Construction Changes. There have been no post construction
changes for this structure.

Seismic Stability. This dam is Tocated in Seismic Zone 1, an
earthquake of the magnitude predicted in this area is not
expected to cause structural failure of this dam.

-12-
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7.1 DAM ASSESSMENT

a.

7.2 REMEDIAL MEASURES

The following remedial measures and maintenance procedures &re recom-

- mended. A1l remedial measures should be performed under the guidance
of a professional engineer experienced in the design and construction
of dams.

a.

SECTION 7 - ASSESSMENT/REMEDIAL MEASURES

Safety. The dam appears to be in excellent structural condition
with Tittle Tikely potential of failure. The flood from one-half
the Probable Maximum Flood will overtop the dam by 0.7 feet for

a period of 2+ hours. Overtopping is dangerous because the flow
of water over the crest will erode the face of the dam and, if
continued Tong enough, will breach the dam with sudden release of
all of the impounded water into the downstream floodplain. The
few minor deficiencies in maintenance should not seriously affect
the safety of the structure.

Adequacy of Information. The design data and the "As Built"
plans furnished by the SCS and included as Appendix C and
Appendix E of this report and the visual observations made
during the inspection are considered adequate to support the
conclusions and recommendations presented in this report.
Seepage and stability analyses presented in the SCS reports
are considered adequate for this structure.

Urgency. There does not appear to be an immediate urgency to
accomplish the remedial measure recommended in paragraph 7.2a.

Necessity for Further Investigations. Prior to any action
being taken on the remedial measure recommended in paragraph
7.2a, the owner should conduct a breach routing of the dam to
determine the downstream effects of the failure of the dam.

Seismic Stability. This dam is located in Seismic Zone 1. An
earthquake of this magnitude is not expected to be hazardous
to this dam.

Alternatijves.

(1) The emergency spillway size and/or the height of dam should
be increased to pass 50% of the Probable Maximum Flood with-
out overtopping.

-13-




b. Qperating and Maintenance Procedures.

(1)

(2)

(3)

The vegetative growth around the principal spillway entrance
should be removed and the area should be kept clear to pre-
vent a reduction in the principal spillway capacity.

The willows in the principal spillway outlet channel should
be removed and measures taken to prevent their recurrence.

The dam should be inspected at regular intervals and records
of the inspections made a part of the project file on this
dam.
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PHOTO INDEX
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PHOTO NO. 2 - UPSTREAM FACE FROM LEFT ABUTMENT
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PHOTO NO. 3 ~ CREST FROM LEFT ABUTMENT
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PHOTO NO. 4 - DOWNSTREAM SLOPE FROM LEFT END
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PHOTO NO. 5 - VIEW UPSTREAM IN EMERGENCY SPILLWAY
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PHOTO NO. 6 - VIEW DOWNSTREAM IN EMERGENCY SPILLWAY

PHOTO NO. 7 - PRINCIPAL
SPILLWAY RISER
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PHOTO NO. 9 - VIEW UPSTREAM ACROSS PRINCIPAL SPILLWAY RISER

PLATE B-5




——
e

PHBTO NO. 10 - VIEW DOWNSTREAM AT EXIT CHANNEL FOR
PRINCIPAL SPILLWAY

PHOTO NO. 11 -
TRANSVERSE CRACK IN
CREST OF DAM. (IMMEDI-
ATELY TO LEFT OF AUGER)
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PHOTO NO. 15 - VIEW UPSTREAM AT PRINCIPAL SPILLNAY OUTLET
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PHOfa NO. 16 - HOME ONE-HALF MILE DOWNSTREAM

PHOTO NO. 17 - HOME AND BARN ONE-HALF MILE DOWNSTREAM
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