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THE PATCH GA ZETTEER PROGRAM

Richard R. Randall
Geographer, Defense Mapping Agency

and
Executive Secretary, U. S. Board on Coographic N.,os

INTRODUCTION

This paper describes a new PAIGH program to produce a series of national

gazetteers. Although the Jiea. of national gazttt.ors had been discussed

earlier at PATCH Meetings, the establishment of a PAIGH topographic map

series at 1:250,000 provided the necessary impetus. The mnaps of this

series would furnish a co;:aon source of geographic names that, in turn,

could form the basis of gazetteers. With the cooperation of representa-

tives of several PAIGH member nations, plans for gazetteers are being

established. The events leading to the plans and the details of the new

program are covered in this paper.
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WTHAT IS A CAZETTEER?

World wide, there are several definitions of a gazetteer. In geu, ral, however, a

gazetteer can be called a publication that contains information about geographical

features, including their names, in some cases, this information is associated with a

particular series of maps, such as those in an atlas, and are associated with the

features that have names. When having this function, the collection of names is usually

called an index. Other gazetteers show detailed infomation about places, -'uch as the

kind of feature, its function, its loc:ition, :!nd especially where populated places or

administrative units are concerned, textual description about the size, history, and

principle econemiic or political activities. 0erlhaps the most coi:aon gazetteer is one

that shows only a few categories of infoL:)jat ion. Tie name and vriant names, the loca-

tion by degrees and minutes of latitude and longitude, a short descriptive term that

czsifios the features, the soiurce on -.,hIich Cie nam-e ind feature -)p-, -rs, ,.-nd perh,lps

one or two additional items, such as elevation and area. The most usual format is

to have all names of the covered areas listed alphabetically. Other formats list names

f by kind of fea-ture, such as hydrographic, o1ographic, populated, and administrative

nit. Some gazetteers also contain text material that explains how the publication

was compiled or describes various probloms of orthography or lingistics. In all

* : nc est, rhe gazette,,r finds iny n. as. M any pl' los in the sws cannot be felnd

or located without a gazetteer. Historical research frequently requires gazetteers,

'nl eqs of course, the ti.e span proatos rcxsstiingi -caltiteers- . Perns vesearching th]eir

, :::', ocy often rely on gazetteers. T"h, ccI e :mIny I. ampLas %lr - Vry " - t t i -

formation about places can be found only with the aid of a :;azatteer.

S I'NIF'TCNCE OF NAMES

e,, ,e,'t n, r.a.:es are r.:k,,n ".or gran ted. 2y mt r o :y hat V"', , 1 ":'

mny . o-eciation of the procosses ,I"ed to pr-.p.ire ii" , at 'an ahout a t o f

, II . . 3 ;iaa ,> , "- : . "''a t ,, lp e Y,,,t .,, L t he e s at :, s. . n ',
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and more. Geographic names also can provide a wealth of informiation. But without

going into further detail, suffice it to say that persons normally attach great

importance to the town, State or country of birth--it may be even more important to them

than their own name. "Where are you from" is one of the first questions asked when

people meet for the first time.

To be sure there are maps and charts and other locational products that need no names,

but where persons are involved in map usage the value of a map nay be completely depen- rt

on the names it carries. By the same token, the worth of the map is a function of the

accuracy of the names. This is as true at the basic layman level as it is when maps

or cha-irts are r~lployed for the rost o xacting racens. lcre, the i,.-ne anrd its location

are paramount factors in whatever processes of analysis or dcisions are involved.

Behind the requirenent for names is the need for systematic methods of .anaging names.

In the field where namnes are collected and in the office whore conflicts ire rosolved

and names are processed for publication, it is i..portant that technqiues employed are

rational and efficient. No matter how striking its design and precise the geodetic

infor:iiation, if the nares are misplaced, misspelled or inaccurate, the map will suffer.

Even though cartographers are normally assigned the task of preparing names, experience

proves that for truly thorough work on names, disciplines such as linguistics, geography,

and even history should be involved in the treatnent of names.

The importance of names on an international basis has long been recognized by the

United Nations. Tn the ,:rly 1960's, several leadi ng geographers And to:'L.vm its

C !,proachud the UN with the r,.quost th:it support be prv i d to preg r ;ms on tho ,- , I
C

{ ization of names. Since that time, there h.ive boon 9 meetings of a UN tc,'hnical bOdyI .11d thr,,e :ajer UN conflernces on an;mos. Tn 1 iteO ', u!t ail , -y ., ry .in: c "?

- i th UN ,, :i ce will take plce in (-,n, va. R,.ul ts of ,:, ,- i- , -re

\i i, , ve. More .and miore nations are coll..borating in pi- ;, s to ; t al.-e.l -e . -;,,s
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greatly to the worthy goal jf improving international co:miinunications. In the

process, attention has been paid to the value of national gazetteers. Happily,

a growing number of countries are pio>ucing gazetteers for the benefit of the

rest of the world.

W-



THE PAIGH CAZEFTEER PRoGR;AM

The idea of a series of gazetteers for nations of the PAIGH cm ntywas

brought uIP at meetings of the PAIGH Coi ,mittee on Ceographical Tor, inology. Tha t

committee, created in 1973, reviewed various projects that aippeared useful, including

one to prepare gazetteers according to coili~on spocifications. No .ipprteci.-ble progrtfs

was made, however, in this matter, although several countries ilreaidy could point to

various kinds of ,,i;,ottot-rs being compi led.

Tt was the successful inauguration of iiother PAIGH program that rcvived the idea

of a aeterseries. With the initiation in 1978 of the PAIGH Unified Hemispheri~c

YMapping Progra-m at 1:250,000 on the p,,rt of *sveral ni ti onS, the rati onl e for vt n

gaizttrers was highlighited. The existence of official raps alm~ost naturally d1 i: ,ndod

acopan-ying lists of names featured ontemp.T ac f1SPA[GH iiithoritiies

-pprove d a plain pr dicod by the United States aind siipport e.d by Mexico to i ii~ilto steps

lo:ading to the production of gazetteers based on in.-mes on the PATCH i:azps. Meney wais

al located to support a -meeting of a gazetteer working grouip ,:hich wris to neet to work ea~t

co-1:in spec ificat ions and to take other action. Laite in l)S0, a letteor wa.s c ircul atcd

by the Cartography Comm-rission of the PAIGH to all national sections to inform them thiat

plans were be- Ing rmade for a gaze ttoer program. That letter aind a nother letter ea3rly

in 1981 cail I d for the for-.ation of a oria ;roup .3od for a etia of this p n

body in July in Pa-nama. Subsequently, from 27-30 July 1981, recpresetntaitives from

Ar,-oeni ma, Colombia, Chlie , (010:oMbiA, Costa Ril~ , Meic, d the Uniited St at es e

ait the fil 1ities of the Caritography Sclieol of the Tnter .Yce rican , odt- i " 1n Ir'* cv t 0

discuss the program and to establish ,eificitiens.

Acting is Principal Project Cooril mlor, thie .~hri lYch' a

,i t !)- P'A I~ (-: i.p !.gam he ra:it 1 o of a P A t t r T,. n , w 1 t ;ad

Ckn:t llt Of cxsi'gnatlonual ~;~t e ,the act i'" il c' of c('1is 7un ri. to 'I ;1'd!ird-

:1 t r 0' 1- W '-
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towaird the ,application of standardized names to official cartkoIr.iphic proeucts -nd

other items. Colombia, for ,example, has recently completed a t w -voli '12e dict i onary

of gteographical features in that country. The work includes des,cription

of features, maps, and photographs. The work of cutntries to produce the PNIGH

maps series is at various stages. Mcxico has plans to publish 9,'e 92 -hets in

1.982 from a total of some 197 sheets. Regardless of work status, all pirticipants

agreed that a program of gazutteers was a valid activity. With the indrst:inding

that the national sections of each country would h.ive to endorse imy agret'71m.ts

made in Panama, and with the v-Sew that some further changes in specificatioLIs :,ight

le icsirbe, the part icipun- ,grted to the foll,,inag m.jor points.

1. Ceographical Name. AlI ui:lmes on the PAIGH M:ips would be carried. Addi tional

n...s from official sanurces also would be zho,n.

2. D,-;inatviun. A singl,_ word or abbreviation ,,ould hoieod to cat,.ori,-e fance

tves. This wo ugnat ion" would permit quick identi ficat ion of the kind of feature,

i-,-'ard~e:s of wdhether it was called a river, brook, streakm, canal, tributary, or a

3. CoorTinatos. Tt was agreed that coordinates located to the nearest minute

..:nuld be s-itis factorcy. The method to locate linear features, especially rivors that

r 'wd into ,,octher count.ry, occuxpid iuch di';,ci;s in. A finlal teheique will he

worked out through corres;pondence.

4. Al titude. It was 1.n ra ly ac, ; ptd hait , ,pt 1 r C' F! a '. ,I'lwnt f14 t,, .

it -eld :;ot be tce>eniav to how ,l, Vat ion.

5. A n inistr tiVe nit:S. 'l'e group na reid that ,. ch ill- sh,,ld he ce,', ,n d

by !;, 2- , of the f c! : nitraive )[nit n t', i ch it ; , ,

i .iNJi. -o ' o , :, ly d !y to b! 1 1 rd -h -. r 1 ,,f

te :;,,ci I , :-.it, fo lIw d by he ;:-il ic 12: at. I 'ie," r, 'it , n ,"iz b e
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generic terms. Any abbreviated terms used in association with names should be

listed and .iefined. 'There needed, disclaimers concerning boundaries or areas inder

dispute should be provided. As to design, Lhere was agre.:::ent that there should be

maximum similarity ,mong national gazetteers. The Principal Coordinator asked that

each participant circulate the specifications to his own country and to others to Jo-

termine whether they could be accepted or whether modifications were required. As of

November 1, only one statement concerning changes had been received. The reco-nended

changes will be circulated anmong members of the Working Gr-iip for c:. tent. tnt--1 e,

three persons agreed to act as Regional Coordinators to epedite the function of the

group and to cssuxe butter local progress. Engineer Jorge Varela of Costa Rica will

twieck -,f.4h couatrits of Cr trl a1.m 1.c,, Fng Iaeer .'ugo AI.eJa)c"ro nchez V. of Colc (

will work with Vcnezoela, Peru, Ecuador and Colo,bla, and Englneer Julio Ronchetti of

Argentina will coordinate activities with Bolivia, Chile, P.rzguay, Uri,;uiy, and

Arentina. It was agreed that when Brazil joins the ?A-TG]i ', g, program, a ,mratc

coordinator would be required. The author will continue as chief coordinator and will

w;ork with Mexico and C.inada as well as the United States. Other PAIGH conitr'.es not

specified -bcve will be approached by Dr. Randall.

T;hile agreeing to general specifications, each m-nber of the Working Group under-

stood that rations could djpart from .orm to neet !rcl r,' itr, :onts for :.--,', re

infor:.ation. For ex:.:2:ple, a nacion that already produces detailed gazetteers of

-dium or air--scale :aps and associaited na:es sources woiMd not be :skod to Livol op

a1 W .rtr .sro., rvs r ; , it - s 1ond rt.ll AtH rat U:s I:'d I.t> Ct.

to adopt the ?AIGH specifications and foer:!at to the :rax'mum possile oc rce.

-he next step is for the Principal Project Cordi, tr to c. relof. 7,, ,

be - .od h PA G- hut.or ,tes as the fass o he , ji rt S
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