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FOREWORD

THIS ATLAS, ONE IN A SERIES OF 43 REGIONAL SURFACE CURRENT ATLASES,
IS PRODUCED TO FULFILL A NEED OF NAVY PLANNING STAFFS AND THE SCIENTIFIC AND
INDUSTRIAL COMMUNITIES FOR THE LATEST AVAILABLE OCEAN SURFACE CURRENT DATA.
THESE ATLASES ADD TO THE WEALTH OF NAUTICAL INFORMATION UPON WHICH OPERA-
TIONAL PLANNING, NAVIGATIONAL SAFETY, AND SHIPPING ECONOMY DEPEND. RAPID
PRODUCTION AND WIDE DISTRIBUTION OF THIS ATLAS ARE MADE POSSIBLE BY COMPUTER
TECHNIQUES.

THE CONSTANT IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY OF SURFACE CURRENT DATA
RECEIVED OVER THE YEARS IS MADE POSSIBLE LARGELY BY THE MORE THOROUGH REPORTS
OF VOLUNTARY OBSERVERS IN RECENT YEARS. THE DEFENSE MAPPING AGENCY, THE
OCEANOGRAPHIC OFFICE, AND THE USER OF THE ATLASES RELY ON THE PERSONAL OB-
SERVATIONS OF THE MAN WHO HAS "BEEN THERE." MARINERS, IN REPORTING THEIR
OBSERVATIONS, RENDER A SERVICE NOT ONLY TO THEMSELVES BUT ALSO TO ALL "WHO
GO DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS." WITH THE ADVENT OF NUCLEAR POWER, ELECTRONIC
NAVIGATION AIDS, AND 300,000-TON SHIPS, UP-TO-DATE, RAPIDLY DISSEMINATED
ENVIRONMENTAL AND NAVIGATIONAL INFORMATION HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT.
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Unannounced
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C. H. BASSETT
Captain, U. S. Navy By
Commander Distribution/
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SURFACE CURRENT ATLASES
THIS SERIES OF COMPUTERIZED ATLASES REPLACES THE OLD HYDROGRAPHIC OFFICE AS AMOUNTS OF NEW DATA WARRANI

ATLASES OF SURFACE CURRENTS (HOP 566, 568, 569, 570) WHICH WERE MANUALLY
COMPILED FROM DATA OBTAINED DURING THE PERIOD 1903 - 1934. THESE NEW ATLASES THESE GRAPHICS MAY NOT h
(:ONFORIM TO THE STANDARD NAVY OCEAN AREA AND REGION INDEX LIMITS SHOWN BELOW,. AREAS AS THE N4ORTH SEA, PERSIA.
e.g ., NO SP 1402-NP 10 COVERS NORTH PACIFIC REGION 10 EAST OF THE PHILIPPINES. CURRENTS ARE STRONGLY TIDAL.

PREDICTABLE HOURLY CHANGES OF
RELENT IMIPROVE:'IENIS IN THE DATA FILE ASSURE THE INCLUSION OF THE LATEST,

HIGH tIlALITY SURFACE CURRENT DATA AVAILABLE. THE FILE NOW CONTAINS MORE
THAN 4.,200,000 OBSERVATIONS AND A GENERAL UPDATE OF THE FILE WILL BE MADE
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IRFACE CURRENT ATLASES
)FFlLE AS AMOUNTS OF NEW DATA WARRANT, MOST LIKELY EVERY 12 -18 MONTHS.

.ASES THESE GRAPHICS MAY NOT BE TRULY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ACTUAL FLOW IN SUCH

.0w: AREAS AS THE NORTH SEA, PERSIAN GULF, GULF OF THAILAND, AND YELLOW SEA WHERE
'PINES. CURRENTS ARE STRONGLY TIDAL. FOR SUCH AREAS, OTHER SOURCES DESCRIBING

PREDICTABLE HOURLY CHANGES OF TIDAL CURRENTS SHOULD BE CONSULTED.
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ilthrind. pu. ti 1-,-ra., and the United State. The file In Iupemned by Vec= resultants .follows:

Ioenr . . ho.. n 1 eomrgetic etrohinetO.raph (CEKl oserAtios .:tl .. apa.....
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tir.nt cot leered bn th, Wlehnrln1n d M est lrti;tose of the 1160's t hrough
thnpetre prima i t otd Sttndata
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nesrod fo dicain. llarain ae nder adnersr conditions ie hg

wi n nexcess of 22 kno~ts, wanes higher than 8 er. or smpling interval betwen obser-
cat ie. sowatee ,than 12 bour.l have heen eliminated. C .. ideratio!.au11 given t t1.heN .
reliabi.it of the obsor-o; douhtful shpor apttosfst and dit wee edited; 44
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If there are 12,urtmore observations in aI* quadrangle. thecfc, -- err,q,r is un 1.
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