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Abstract

In June, 1981, the author conducted a cultural resources
reconnaissance level survey for Conesus Lake, New York. The
survey was conducted for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Buffalo District by Archaeological Consulting and Services
of Madison, Wisconsin, under the terms of Contract No. DACW
49-81-R-0047. In the course of the survey, the pro ject area

! was submitted to pedestrian survey, as well as the excava-

; tion of 248 shovel test units and two 1x1 meter excavation
units. Archaeological materials were recovered from the east

E side of the lake in the form of eight small, surface sites

f ! and from the west bank of Conesus Creek (although this mat-

: , erial was not in the project area). None of the sites would

¢ appear to qualify for the National Register of Historic
Places in and of themselves, but the sites on the east side

' of the lake might qualify for inclusion in some sort of arch-

aeological district.
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In June, 1981, the author conducted a Cultural Resources
Reconnaissance Level Survey for Conesus Lake, New York. The
purpose of the survey was to determine if any cultural re-
sources might be impacted by the proposed flood control mea-
sures for the lake area. The survey was conducted for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District under the auspices
of Contract No. DACW49-81-R-0047, by Archaeological Consult-
ing and Services of Madison, Wisconsin.

Preliminary cultural resource surveys of this nature
have been mandated by a number of pieces of legislation and
executive orders. These include the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-655), the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190), Protection and Enhancement
of the Cultural Environment (E.O0. 11593), the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation Procedures for the Protection of His-
toric and Cultural Properties (36 CFR, Part 800), the National
Register of Historic Places: Procedures for Requesting Deter-
‘( mination of Eligibility (36 CFR, Part 63) and the Corps of En-
! gineers, Department of the Army Identification and Administra-

tion of Cultural Resources (33 CFR, Part 305).
Up to the inception of the field work portion of this

3

pro ject, there was some question as to what the specific goals

g 5

of the project might be, in terms of area. It appeared that the
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area to be surveyed might be considerably more restricted
than that originally outlined in the scope of work. Negotia-
tions with Corps personnel yielded the following project goals;

1) An intensive archaeological survey of an approximately
2000 meter long strip along the west bank of Conesus Creek
from its outflow point from Conesus Lake to just north of
the Lakeville Wastewater Treatment Plant. The intensive
survey was defined as a combination of subsurface testing,
where necessary, and pedestrian survey. Also included in
this area was a pedestrian survey of an approximately 400
meter wide strip of lakeshore from Sand Point east to where
the shoreline turns south (Figs. 3, & and 9).

2) A pedestrian survey of an approximately 400 meter wide
strip of the east shore of Conesus Lake from just north
of the Livonia-Conesus Township lines to the vicinity of
Highway 20a-15 to the north. Also included in the area was
a small section in the Sunnyside area of Conesus Township.
The goal here was a pedestrian survey of areas with good
surface conditions for observation. This area also had a
small area (approximately 8900 sq. meters) on 01d Orchard
Point which was to be tested, if possible (Figs. 3-6).

3) An intensive subsurface survey of an approximately 1xlkm.
strip at the south end of the lake. As it became apparent
that this area was both marshy and -highly disturbed in most
cases, 1t was decided that the survey here would consist of
pedestrian survey with subsurface testing at the discretion
of the investigators (Figs. 3, 4 and 7).

L) The surface survey of five small tracts on the west side
of the lake. The survey here would consist of pedestrian
walk-overs (Figs. 3-7).

It was understood that the only disturbance contemplated
for the immediate future will be in the area along the west
bank of Conesus Creek, north of the lake. This area will be

disturbed by flood control measures which will extensively

disturb about 10 meters of the west bank of the creek. Any
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cultural resources in this area would be seriously impacted.
The other areas included in the survey are not slated to be
disturbed by this flood control project. However, the Corps
of Engineers included them in the survey in case of potential
changes in the project design which would lead to the disturb-

ance of those areas.

The Area

Conesus Lake lies in the east-central part of Livingston
County in the western portion of New York State (Figs. 1 and 2).
The lake lies in, or borders the townships of Geneseo, Livonia,
Groveland and Conesus (Fig. 3). It is about 42 kilometers
south of Rochester and 100 kilometers east of Buffalo, New York.

The lake basin of this most westerly of the Finger Lakes
is 180.5 sq. kilometers in size. It is 12.6 kilometers long,

.4 to 1 kilometer wide and averages 11.5 meters in depth (U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers 1981: C-1). Elevations in the area
range from about 263.5 meters above sea level at the lake level
to over 355 meters above sea level in the uplands on the east
and west of the lake. Other waté& resources in the area include
Conesus Creek, which flows throuéh‘the lake, McMillian Creek
(north and south branches), Wilkins Creek and small bodies
such as Denshore, Cottonwood and North Gullies.

The geology, soil morphology, flora and fauna of the
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Fig. 1 - The

Conesus Lake Area in Livingston County, New York
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pro ject area have been discussed by Murphy and Silver (1980)

in their literature and records search on the cultural resour-

P o D L e B,

ces of the area and in the Stage III Detailed Project Report
developed by the Buffalo District, Corps of Engineers. Thus,

only a few points will be noted here.

Conesus Lake is in the Finger Lakes System of the Appala- ii
chian Plateaus Province of New York. The lakes are a series 3
of steep-walled, roughly parallel bodies. They are U-shaped
glaciated river valleys (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 1981:
C-2). Morainal deposits of Wisconsin age may be noted in the
area, especially in the uplands around the lake. The relatively 1
shallow depth of the calcareous till is indicated by the pre- :

sence of such till in many of the cultivated fields and along ;

the shallow creeks and gullies in the area.

Methods

Prior to the initiation of field work, discussions on the
pro ject were held with Corps of Engineers personnel. Before and
during the fieldwork, interviews were held with local residentgi
municipal and county personnel and with other individuals famil-
jar with the area. Contact was also made with the Livingston
County Historical Society, the Rochester Public Museum and
later, with the State University at Geneseo.

Permission had to be obtained to gain access to all
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properties surveyed in this project. At this time, property
E owners were questioned regarding previous archaeological work
in the area and on known cultural resources on their proper-
ties or in the area.
| Pedestrian survey was conducted in all areas within the
pro ject which had good conditions for surface observation. All
of Areas A and D (Figs. 3 and 4) were subjected to pedestrian
survey whether conditions were favorable or not. In agricul-
tural fields, the survey utilized a 5 meter wide interval
between transects. This interval was reduced to 2 meters or
; R less where archaeological materials were recovered. The proven-
ience of the artifacts recovered on the surface of fields was
noted to determine if more than one cluster of artifacts was
present in a field, which might indicate the presence of
several occupations.
Subsurface testing was conducted according to the spec-

ifications of the scope of work and where the investigators

thought it might contribute to the project. The number of
units excavated in each area will be discussed in the body
of the report. In general, the units were spaced at 15 meter

intervals. Units were 45x45cm. in size and were dug, by shovel,

at least 10cm. into the B Horizon (subsoil horizon), where
present. Soils from some units were screened through %" mesh
screen. Units which were not screened were thosce in disturbed

or filled areas, or those dug in very marshy or stony areas.
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When possible, at least one shovel test unit was placed in
each site found in a cultivated field to determine the depth
of the cultivation and the potential for undisturbed archaeo-
logical deposits. Two 1x1 meter units were excavated by trowel

and skim-shovelling in the 0l1d Orchard area of the project.

Previous Archaeological Work

Archaeological work in Livingston County extends back
to the early excavations and surveys in New York State. A
literature and records search on previously reported cultural
resources was completed by Murphy and Silver (1980). While
it was not a goal of this project to duplicate this effort,
some add;tional points will be made here, and the work of
Murphy and Silver summarized.

Perhaps the first reported sites from the area are those
included in Squier's work on New York archaeology (1851).
These included three sites in Livingston County in the general
vicinity of Conesus Lake, including an earthwork and cemetery
in Livonia. Beauchamp's summary of archaeological sites in the
state (1900) included 12 sites within 16 kilometers or so of
the pro ject area. Two sites were on Conesus Lake itself. Most
of the sites in the county were listed as historic Seneca camps,
villages and cemeteries and most of the rest were mounds and
other earthworks. Parker, in 1922, listed numerous sites for

Livingston County, including two historic Seneca sites, a pre-
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historic site, and a few less-well defined slites on Conesus -

Lake its=21f. A contact site was also noted to the north of

the pro ject area in Avon Township, near Conesus Creek. This

two acre site had some excavations conducted on it (Parker
‘ 1922: 588).

More recently, William A. Ritchie has others have con-

S il

ducted surveys and excavations in the Livingston County area.

codun oo Lihon
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Sites, ranging from Paleo-Indian to historic Iroquois have :
been report (Ritchie 1969, Ritchie and Funk 1973). In some
cases, these sites have had an important impact on the study
o of the archaeology of New York. Lamoka Phase sites of the Late
Archaic are common in the Genesee River Valley, which runs ,
through the county and the near the project area (Ritchie 1936,
1969). These include the Piffard Site. Early Woodland occupa-
tions are indicated by the Scaccia Site, one of the best ex- i

! amples of a seasonal Meadowood Phase site in the state (Ritchie [

and Funk 1973). The Middle Woodland Period is represented in

the area by mounds of the Squawkie Hill Phase. The Squawkie

k2

Hill site itself lies in Livingston County (Ritchie 1938).

This phase represents a diffuse extension of Hopewellian traits

to the east. Surprisingly, little reference could be found con-

cerning Point Peninsula Tradition sites in the area. An exception

N «'IJ"-?". C

is the Long Point Refuse II site, noted by Murphy and Silver

(19801 16) on the west side of Conesus Lake. Owasco Tradition

; sites of the Late Woodland period also do not figure prominently
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in the literature on this area. Owasco materials were also
recovered from the long Point Refuse II site (Murphy and
Silver 1980: 16). However, historic Iroquois sites are more
common, represented by Seneca camps, villages and cemeteries.
The Dutch Hollow Site (Ritchie 1954) is located in Avon Town-
ship to the north of the project area.

More recently, archaeological survey was conducted north
of the project area in connection with the Highway 390 Pro ject.
Crews from the State University of New York at Buffalo dis-
covered numerous small sites and "find spots" in the glacial
uplands around the northern part of the lake (Murphy and Silver
1980: 14). The State University at Geneseo has also had an
active research program in Livingston County, primarily in
the Genesee River Valley to the west of the project area.

Murphy and Silver summarized eiéhteen sites around Cone-
sus Lake. About half of these sites had relatively little data
available on their age or cultural affiliations. Other sites
had Lamoka, Laurentian Tradition, Point Peninsula, Owasco or
historic Seneca components. It would appear that most of these
sites have been destroyed in the development of the lakeshore.
For the history of the area, Murphy and Silver noted a number
of contact and Revolutionary War sites in the general area,

including those relating to the Sullivan campaign of 1779.
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Thus, the literature and records relating to Livingston
County indicate the presence of numerous sites and the poten-
tial for the discovery of additional ones. Many of these sites
lie to the west of Conesus Lake, along the Genesee River. Some
of these sites are (or were) earthworks, including the rela-

tively rare Middle Woodland mounds.

The_Survey
To facilitate the reporting of the survey results, the

pro ject area has been divided into four areas, designated as
Areas A through D (Fig. 4).
Area A:

Area A consists of an approximately 1xlkm. area on the
south shore of Conesus Lake. The inlet of Conesus Creek flows
through this area. It is joined by the South Branch of Mc-
Millian Creek. The North Branch of McMillian Creek also flows
through a portion of this area and into Conesus Lake (Fig. 7).

This area corresponds to Zone MR-6A in the Murpuy and
Silver report (1980: 37). They suggested subsurface testing
in this area based on what they considered to be the somewhat
better drainage conditions in the area compared to the adjoin-
ing marshes, and the presence of reported European-Native Ameri-
can contact sites in the area. Two sites, the Flannigan and
possibly the Conesus Village sites are reported for the area.

Two more sites, both reported without cultural or chronological
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t affiliations, were reported immediately to the south of
Area A.
; A review of the U.S.G.S. maps of the area, and an initial
reconnaissance of the area suggested that Area A would have
‘ a very low archaeological potential. The area is low, fairly
level and primarily marshy. Elevations vary from about 265
‘ to 271 meters above sea level. The area was apparenfly marshier
in the past, prior to the construction of Sliker Road and was"
more similar to the marshes to the south.

Between West Lake Road and Decola Shores Road, the area 4
ad has been filled and several canals have been cut. Much of ?
the area is still marshy with areas of standing water. Two ;
north-south transects of shovel test units indicated the highly ‘
disturbed and filled nature of the area. The soils from these
units were not screened as it was determine that the soils é
4 were either fill or highly disturbed andcould not yield any i

E‘ in situ archaeological remains. Besides the twenty units in the

] | transects, thirty more small shovel probes, placed at random,

{ _ were dug and these also demonstrated the disturbed nature of

the area.

East of Decola Shores Road lies the North Branch of Mc-«

Millian Creek, a series of agricultural fields and a pasture,

., ,.a:..“,g,,,ﬁh "

lying at the junction of Sliker and East Lake Roads. Sixty-two

shovel test units were excavated in the pasture in the south-

‘i eastern corner of Area A at 15 meter intervals. All the units

3 ._.d'“ R e R B e e e ™y e
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were screened. Most of these units had some measure of fill
or disturbance in the Ap (a cultivated topsoil horizon) Heri-
zon. The Ap Horizon ranged from 15 to 330@. thick. Interviews
with local residents revealed that the area was a former Par
3 golf course before it was farmed and that it has been

slated to become a baseball field. The only artifacts recovered

from the field were two rusty nails from the Ap Horizon.
At least narrow areas on both sides of the North Branch
of McMilliam Creek appeared to be relatively undisturbed so
it was decided to dig a series of shovel test units at 15
meter intervals from where the creek runs through the filled
areas to the west, to where it crosses East River Road.
Forty-five units were dug on the west side of the creek.
These had 11-35cm. of silt and sand over a very stony B2 Hori-

zon. In some cases, the rock was almost semi-consolidated. For

this reason, the soils from these units were not screened. No é
archaeological materials were recovered. On the east side,
thirty-nine more units were dug. These generally has similar

soil horizons as those on the west side with somewhat deeper

deposits of silt and sand and with fewer rocks. The soils.from
these units were screened. Twenty-six of these units were dug
on the margins of an agricultural field. From one of these units

(Fig. 7), a piece of chert debitage was recovered from the Ap
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Horizon. This was the only artifact recovered. Another unit
was immediately dug three meters to the west of the unit, on
the edge of the creek bank. No archaeological materials were
found. A surface survey of the cornfield later indicated the
presence of one or more sites.

The final portion of Area A was the agricultural fields
which run from East Lake Road down to the North Branch of
McMillian Creek, or down to Decola Shores Road, south of the
creek. These fields were walked in 5 meter wide intervals.
From one of the fields (Fig. 7), a piece of handblown, dark
green glass was recovered. This artifact was very similar to
a glass fragment recovered from the Swartz Site. The small
fragment could not be identified as to age, or even to what
manner of vessel it came from. The fragment from the Swartz
Site, as will be discussed, may have come from a late 18th
century-early 19th century liquor bottle. The recovery of this
artifact and its potential origin, brought to mind the Euro-
American-Native American contact sites reported for the area.
However, the recovery of one piece of handblown glass is not
sufficient to make any deductions as to the nature of the site.
No additional historical or prehistoric artifacts were recovered
from the field, despite an intensive search.

North and east of the North Branch of McMilliam Creek

lies another cornfield. On the lower terrace of this field,

kiR o
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approximately 8 meters east of the creek, 2 pieces of chert
debitage were recovered (Fig. 7). As noted earlier, one more
piece was recovered from the Ap Horizon of a shovel test unit
dug nearby. An intensive search of the area failed to yield

any additional artifacts. However, on a small, higher terrace,
on the eastern margin of the field (Fig. 7), a concentration of
artifacts was recovered over an approximately 40x40 meter area.

This site was called the Beehive Site, from the apiary across

the street. This site is very close to, or may well be the
same as the Joy Farm Site (N.Y.S. #902), a Lamoka Site noted
in the Murphy and Silver report (1980: 16-17). This concentra-
tion yielded the following artifacts from the surface;
15 pieces of chert debitage (1 decortication flake)

4 bifacially retouched chert artifacts

1 unifacially retouched chert artifact

1 projectile point

1 mollusc shell fragment

1 piece of bone.

The chert implements include one incomplete fragment of

a knife-like implement. Little could be determine from the other

fragments. The pro jectile (Fig. 10) is a good example of the

Vestal Corner-Notched type, defined primarily on the basis of

sites and collections from the Broome County area (Ritchie 1971:

130). The chronology and cultural affiliations of this projectile

type are not fully defined, but it would appear to ve a Late

Archaic type.

This site has most of the characteristics of the seven
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sites discovered in Area B. These include a low density of
artifacts and a low ratio of debitage to retouched artifacts.
This would suggest that lithic manufacture was not a primary
activity at the site. Evidence for such domestic activities

as food preparation and consumption, such as bone fragments
(with one possible exception) or fired rock were absent. The
only organic materials found were a fragment of a mollusc shell
and the second phalange of a deer. From the condition of the
bone, it would not appear that the bone was very old or was
associated with the prehistoric occupation of the site.

Historic artifacts from the site included 4 pieces of
glass, a fragment of the neck of a bottle and 1 piece of re-
cent ceramic. The neck of the bottle has a mold line up to the
lip on the surviving surface. If a mold line was present on
the missing portion, the bottle is unlikely to be over 80
years old (Weitzman 1976: 142).

The relationship between the artifact concentration on
the upper terrace and the three pieces of debitage from the
lower terrace near the creek is difficult to determine. Two
sites may be present, or the three flakes may have been trans-
ported from the higher elevations. There is a¢imost 100 meters
of archaeologically sterile field between the concentration

and the three flakes, so the two finds would probably not be

part of one large site.
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Permission to excavate any shovel test units on the
site could not be obtained from the property owner. However,
the series of units excavated on the edge of the lower terrace
of the field indicated that the site had been cultivated down
! to the B2 Horizon, greatly decreasing the potential for un-

L disturbed archaeological deposits.

l Summation:

It would appear that Area A has a very low archaeological

potential. Much of the area consists of former swamps which ﬁ

have been filled in for the construction of cottages (most, or
» all of which are less than 50 years old), and roads. Another
F - portion of the area was a former Par 3 golf course which had
in more recent time been cultivated. The only prehistoric
materials were restricted to the isolated find of three pieces

of debitage and a small Late Archaic site in the northeastern

|

: § corner of the area. Also recovered was a lone piece of hand- i
- blown glass of some presumed antiquity, found in another field. i
!
L Area B: 1
i Area B of the project consisted of a strip of land on
3' _ the eastern shore of Conesus Lake, from the Hartson Point
s R, . . .

f area to the vicinity of Highway 20a-15 (Fig. 4). As determined

from the map provided in the scope of work, this corridor was
to be approximately 400 meters wide from the lakeshore. Also

included in this area was a small plot of land around the
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Sunny Shores Tract. This area corresponds to Zones MR-4 and
MR-7 as defined by Murphy and Silver (1980: 37).

The area may be divided into three settings. On the
lakeshore, the area is extensively disturbed by the construc-
tion of an almost unbroken line of cottages, driveways and
access roads. East of these structures are, in some places
a series of two or more terraces which slope up gradually
to the east and southeast. These terraces are, or were, used
as agricultural fields. In other cases, the area east of the
cottages and East Lake Road slopes very steeply up wooded slopes.

The method to be used in this area was pedestrian sur-
vey of agricultural fields, a few small gardens and some
open patches exposed by disturbance. If possible, some sub-
surface testing was to be done in the 01d Orchard area. Ped-
estrian survey of the area utilized 5 meter wide intervals.
When archaeological materials were encountered this interval
was reduced to two meters and the areas were surface collected
at least twice.

The small area between Sunny Shore and Hartson Point was
the first to be examined. No areas with good surface observation
could be found, with the exception of a small garden which
yielded no archaeological materials. Most of the area slopes
very steeply uphill to the east, rising as much as 100 meters

over 400 meters. This steep a slope is not conducive to the
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presence of either prehistoric sites or most historic struc-
s tures.

The McPherson Point area and the land slightly to the
south, are more level and more conducive to site location
than the area previously described. The liferature and records
search conducted by Murphy and Silver (1980: 15-16, indicated ]

an Archaic site on the point as reported by Parker and later

by Wright. Unfortunately, an examination of the area indicated
little potential for the survival of the site. Most of fhe
point is covered by cottages, St. Margaret's Chapel or roads
and parking lots. Several small gardens or exposed areas on

id A . q .
the points were examined and no archaeological material was

recovered. One large garden and a hayfield on the Hill Farm

R —

3 were systematically searched. The hay had been cut and some

.o

surface observation was possible. No archaeological materials

were recovered. The property owner, Mr. Hill, a long-time

T

resident of the area, was familiar with the report of an

archaeological site on the point but indicated that he had

St o i o
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? never found any artifacts on his property.

R 2

i

From McPherson Point to McPherson Cove, the project area

iR

again becomes very steep. The slopes are overgrown and only a {

few small gardens by the side of East Lake Road could be ex- i

amined. No archaeological materials were found.
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The topography of the McPherson Cove-01d Orchard Point

4 area is less steep, rising more gently to the east and south-

| east. Several large agricultural fields were present east

of East Lake Road and a smaller field west of the road on

01d Orchard Point (Fig. 5). These fields were all walked and

three sites were found. They are described on the following

pagesz

Swartz Site (Site 1):

] The Swartz Site (Site 1 on Fig. 5) was the most pro-
ductive site discovered ip the course of the survey. Located

B 4 just to the east of East iake Road, the site is approximately
645 meters north of Slattery Road, 160 meters south of Cleary

Road and about 200 meters east of the lake.

T ‘1‘}‘."—'ﬁ< i R

The elevation of the field in which the site is located

ranges from approximately 270 to 273 meters above sea level.

x Several small knolls lie in the field and to the east. In gen-
eral, the site area slopes uphill to the east and southeast.
y The site may extend further to the north, into what is cur-
rently a grassy field.
The densest distribution of material is located in the
northeastern corner of the cornfield. This area is approximately

150 (E-W) by 30 (N-S) meters in size, or 4500 sq. meters. A

ey Ry

thinner distribution of artifacts was noted outside of this area.
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Recovered materials included the following;
73 pieces of chert debitage
9 unifacially retouched chert ariifacts
14 bifacially retouched chert artifacts
1 piece of handblown green glass.

The debitage included only four decortication flakes.
The unifacial artifacts included three utilized flakes,
three retouched flakes and three unifacially retouched frag-
ments.

Bifacially retouched artifacts include a variety of
implements or fragments. Two distal ends of chert projectile
points were recovered as was the distal end and a portion of
the blade of another artifact. An ovate knife was found, made
from a thick chert flake. This implement is 59.8x39.2x11.1mm.
in size. An incomplete ovate chert knife was also found.

Nine projectile points were also recovered from the sur-
face of the site. These points may be summarized as follows
(Fig. 11 and Table #1);

Cat. No. 1-9 - stemmed point - Lamoka point

Cat. No. 1-5 - stemmed point - possible example of the
Lamoka type but identification was tentative

Cat. No. 1-6 - incomplete stemmed chert pro jectile point

Cat., No. 1-3 - expanding stem point - morphologically
similar to the Snook-Hill type but considerably
smaller than the type as defined by Ritchie
(1958: 91-98, 1971: 47-48)

Cat. No. 1-8 - corner-notched point - probably an example of
the Brewerton Corner-Notched type

Cat. No. 1-10 - side-notched point - Brewerton Side-Notched.
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Lamoka and Brewerton pro jectile points are common types in

27.

The cultural and chronological affiliations of the

site can be defined by the projectiles recovered. Both the

central New York. Although the Lamoka Phase is not part of

the Laurentian Tradition, which includes the Brewerton Phase,
the two are largely contemporaneous in the third millenium
B.C. Lamoka and Brewerton points have been recovered from the
same sites and may have been utilized by the same populations.
The Snook-Hill point, if correctly identified would indicate a
later occupation of the site. The Snook Hill Phase is dated by
a C14 date of 1470 B.C. (Ritchie 1969: 136) and similar dates
in southern New England and eastern New York (Swigart 1974,
Funk 1976). The Snook Hill Phase is associated with the ter-
minal Archaic and the Transitional Stage.

Historic debris at the site was represented by brick and
glass fragments of a recent origin. One fragment of some poten-
tial age was recovered. This was a fragment of the bottom of a
handblown bottle of green glass. No mold lines were present and
many bubble and imprefections in the glass could be noted.
Little could be determine from the small fragment. A search
of a number of works on historic bottles (Weitzman 1976, Klamkin
and Gardner 1977, McKearn and Wilson, 1978) indicated that the
closest approximation that could be made was that it was a frag-

ment of a late 18th-early 19th century liquor bottle. Such
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’

bottles could be associated with an early historic site in
the area or could have been used in trade between Euro-American
and Native American peoples.

Relatively little else may be said concerning this site
on the basis of the materials recovered. As with the other
sites reported in this survey, there was a surprisingly low
ratio of debitage (73) to retouched or utilized artifacts (24).
Also, relatively few decortication flakes were recovered. This
would suggest that lithic manufacture was not a major activity
at the site. No evidence of features, fired rock or organic
materials were present on the surface. The one shovel test unit
excavated at this site had an Ap Horizon 26cm. deep over a B2t
Horizon. Cherty gravel was common on the surface, as it was on
the other sites. It would appear that the site was cultivated
down to the B2t Horizon, limiting the potential for undisturbed
archaeological deposits, although deeply excavated features
such as pits or burials may have partially survived the cultiva-
tion of the site.
Morsch Site (Site 2):

This site was one of the less productive sites noted in the
survey. It was noted to the north and east of Julie's Offshore
Inn (Fig. 5). Cleary Road lies immediately to the south and a

small road running east-west between East Lake and Pennemite
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Roads lies about 810 meters to the north. Conesus Lake is
about 200 meters to the west and East Lake Road forms what

is now the western boundary of the site. The elevation of the
site ranges from about 270 to 275 meters above sea level. The
area rises to the east.

The site was discovered on the surface of a cultivated
field. Most of the material was recovered from the westernmost
20 meters of the field which extends about 80 meters north-
south. A few pieces of debitage were recovered to the east of
this 20 meter wide strip. The site may extend (or may have ex-
tended) to the north and south.

Only a limited amount of material was recovered from this
site. This included 10 pieces of chert debitage, including one
decortication flake. Also recovered was the blade and a portion
of the distal end of a chert implement, probably a drill. The
only diagnostic artifact was a good example of a Lamoka point
(Fig. 10 and Table #1).

Historic materials were represented at the site by two
pieces of china and 1 piece of stoneware. Also recovered was
a piece of mollusc shell, unidentifiable to genus or species.

Obviously, little may be said in regards to the site.

The Lamoka point would suggest a Late Archaic occupation of

the Lamoka Phase at this site. The amount of debitage suggests

that industrial activities were limited. This would appear to
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be a small campsite, probably occupied for a brief period of
time.

One shovel test unit was excavated at the site. This unit
had 29cm. of Ap Horizon over the B2 Horizon. It would appear
that the site was cultivated down to the B2 Horizon.
01d Orchard Site (Site 7)1

Part of the scope of work, as defined by the recommenda-
tions of Murphy and Silver (1980), was a pedestrian, and, if
possible, subsurface investigation of the Orchard Point area.
This small point of land on the eastern side of the lake is
developed with many small cottages and landscaped yards. How-
ever, one small cornfield (about 80x80 meters in size) was
noted as were several small gardens. When archaeological
materials were recovered from the surface of the cornfield
and from a small garden nearby, permission was obtained to
excavate two 1x1 meter units in a large lawn area nearby (Fig.
8 ).

A small scattering of archaeological materials were recovered
from the surface of the cornfield. These included 11 pieces of
chert debitage (including one decortication flake) and one
piece of quartz debitage, the only quartz artifact recovered
in the survey. Also found were 6 lithic artifacts, 5 mollusc
shell fragments, 1 fired rock fragment and 18 pieces of histor-
ic debris. Most of these artifacts were found in the northern

half of the field. No concentrations of artifacts were
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found with which to define site boundaries.

The lithic artifacts included the distal end of a chert
pro jectile point and the distal end and tlade of another point
or small knife-like implement. A third artifact was the base
and small portion of the blade of a bifacial lanceolate im-
plement. The exact nature of this implement could not be de-
termined. Another chipped stone artifacts is a side-notched
point which had been retouched into an endscraper (Fig. 10
and Table #1). The point appears to have been an example of
a Brewerton Side-Notched point (Ritchie 1971: 19-20). The work-

ing edge has a 44° angle. Its smooth, worn edge suggests its
use on softer material:s such as hides or vegetable fibers.

Other lithic artifacts included a small hammerstone and
what appears to be a fragment of a pestle. The hammerstone is
a circular cobble of grénitic material. It has marks of bat-
tering on all surfaces. The pestle fragment is 55.1mm. long,
49.2mm. wide and 37.5mm. thick. It has a roughly rectangular
cross-section. The pestle and the fired rock fragment are
among the few evidences of domestic activity, such as food
preparation, to be found from any of the sites.

Historic materials were plentiful in the cornfield,
undoubtably relating to the numerous structures in the area.

A representative sample of the recent debris and several more
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unusual pieces were recovered. They included eight pieces

of china from at least three different designs. One of the

pieces has a delft design. Unfortunately, the sherd is too
small (12.0x13.8mm.) to identify as to age or origin of manu-
E facture. Also recovered were 1 piece of green glass (with some
] lettering), 1 piece of glass with a greenish tinge, 1 piece
f ! of cloudy glass, 1 piece of white glass, 1 piece of clear
glass and a bottle fragment with the name "PIERSO(N?)" raised
k ' . on it. Also found was the neck of a bottle. From the two mold
lines which run up to the top of the lip, it may be suggested
1 ' that the bottle is not more than 80 years old (Weitzman 19763
; 142), Other historic materials included two fragments of brick
and one stoneware sherad.
] As noted, two 1x1 meter test units were excavated in the
lawn area north of the Young House (Fig. 8 and Plates 1 and 2).
The units were excavated in 10cm. levels within the natural
stratigraphy by skim-shovelling and trowel. It became appar-
i ent that both units were in formerly cultivated fields. The

units had Ap Horizons 26 and 30cm. deep. The unit closest to

East Lake Road also had some fill in the Ap Horizon, probably
from the landscaping and construction associated with the road,

which lies up an embankment from the area tested.

R L -
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The artifacts recovered were as follows;
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E ! Plate 1 - The 01d Orchard Site, Viewing West
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Plate 2 - The 01d Qrchard Site, Viewing North
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Test Unit #1 - Ap Horizon

P . AR,

pieces of chert debitage

distal end of a chert projectile point
unifacially retouched chert flakes
rusted nail

small piece of glass

pieces of brick

WP R

P F T

Test Unit#2 - Ap Horizon

il o

12 pieces of chert debitage
1 rusted nail.

One piece of chert debitage was recovered from the 4

surface of a small garden, just to the north of the test

units.

Mr. Young, the property owner, indicated that in the
northeastern corner of his property, defined by East Lake
Road to the éast and a small access road to the north, a

19th century cemetery was formerly located. Interviews with
other residents in the area did not yield any additional in- ;
formation on this supposed site. It was not mentioned in the
Murphy and Silver report. This cemetery would be located only
a few meters to the northeast of Test Unit #1. However, no
trace could be found which would indicate the presence of such
a site. The area indicated by Mr. Young has been highly dis-
turbed, cut and filled for the construction of East Lake Road.
An cemetery there would have been massively disturbed or

destroyed.
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Several facts may be noted concerning the 01d Orchard
Site. The distribution of materials in the cornfield, the
lawn area and the small garden, indicate the extent of the
site north-south to encompaés practically all of the 0ld Or-
chard Point area. It is likely that the site or sites would
extend east-west from the lake to East Lake Road. As such,
the dimensions of the site might be as much as 520 meters
(N-S) by 250 meters (E-W). It does not appear that any portion
of this area has escaped some form of disturbance.

The artifact density in the cornfield was quite low. Re-
latively 1little material was recovered from the two test units.
However, to recover artifacts from two randomly placed units
would suggest that if artifact density is not high, at least
the artifacts are distributed widely over the area. As with
the other sites located in the survey, the ratio of debitage
(29) to retouched artifacts (9) is low. It would appear that
the site represents one or more small, brief occupations. The
only diagnostic artifact would appear to be the retouched

Brewerton Side-Notched point. This would suggest a Late Archaic

occupation of the Brewerton Phase of the Laurentian Tradition.
This would place the site in the third millenium B.C.
Activities at the site would have included some lithic

manufacture (debitage, incomplete or broken artifacts and a
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hammerstone), hide or fiber working (scraper) and food
preparation (fired rock fragment and the pestle fragment).

North of 01d Orchard Point, to Van Zandt Road, the
pro ject area again becomes steep and overgrown. Several small
gardens were examined and no archaeological materials were
recovered.

From Van Zandt Road to Highway 20a-15, the project area
begins with a steep topography on the south, but gradually
becomes more level. In the steeply sloping area, a large
cultivated field was examined and no archaeological materials
were recovered. To the north though, in more level fields,
two sites (Knapp and San Souci) were found east of East River
Road. North of these sites was another large, steep agricul-
tural field which was archaeologically sterile. However, across
from this field, on a lower, more level series of terraces were
two more sites (Elam and Sandrack). North of these sites the
pro ject area rises steeply east of East Lake Road and is over-
grown. West of the road the area is highly disturbed from the
construction of cottages.

Four archaeological sites were found in this part of Area
B. They are described on the following pages.

Knapp Site (Site 4):
The Knapp Site is located in the Tuxedo Park area of

Conesus Lake (Fig. 5). It is approximately 1300 meters north

e e




f of Van Zandt Road, 970 meters south of Wilkens Creek and
320 meters east of the lake. East Lake Road is the western

boundary. The site lies in a cornfield in a relatively level

area. This field also slopes fairly steeply up to the south-
east and more gradually to the east. Elevations of the site
i area are around 267-270 meters above sea level.

‘ All the artifacfs. except for an incomplete pro jectile

point were recovered from a 50 (N-S) by 20 (E-W) meter area

in the southwest corner of the cornfield. The site would not 1

appear to be much more than 1000 sq. meters in size.

T Te—

, Only a few artifacts were recovered from this restricted
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area, despite a thorough search. These included 5 pieces of

chert debitage, 2 unifacially retouched chert flakes (possibly

Bledi b by

used as scrapers) and the distal end of a chert projectile

. | point. Historic materials included 1 piece of white glass, 2
pieces of china and one piece of stoneware. Recovered about

1 60 meters to the south of this small concentration was an

l incomplete stemmed projectile point of chert. This point is
30.4mm. wide and the surviving portion is 44.4mm. long. It
could not be identified as to any established type. A piece
of mollusc shell, unidentifiable as to genus or species, was
- also recovered.

As with most of the other site, little may be said of

the activities conducted here. No diagnostic artifacts were
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recovered with which to identify the cultural and chronological
parameters of the site. It would appear to be a small camp of 4
brief duration. Again, it is interesting to note the relatively
low ratio between the debitage (5) and retouched or utilized

artifacts (4) recovered. It is possible that other sites may

PRIy

exist in the nearby area to the east, although a brief search
outside the pro ject area on the higher elevatioﬂs to the east
did not demonstrate this. Mrs. Knapp indicated that some points
have been found on the higher elevations of the property. It

is possible that the incomplete pro jectile point found well
outside of the small concentration had its origins on these
higher elevations from which it was transported.

One shovel test unit excavated on this site had an Ap

i kit Akt o

Horizon 29cm. thick over the B2t Horizon. It would appear that

the site was cultivated down to the B2t Horizon.

San Souci Site (Site 5):

The San Souci Site (named after the farm on which it was

e et L pagt L e itk

located) was the least well defined site noted in the survey,

and it had the lowest density of artifacts. It is located north

R YD RS

of the farm buildings of the San Souci farm. The site is about

485 meters south of Wilkens Creek, 1540 meters north of Van
Zandt Road and 250 meters north of the Knapp Site (Fig. 5).
It is also about 250 meters east of the lake. East Lake Road

o AT R YRR AN S R




|

X

Bl s bt ot g

Ly

B )

L1,

is its western boundary. The elevation of the site ranges
from about 270 to 273 meters above sea level and rises grad-
ually to the east. Various small knolls and ridges were found
in the field in which the site was noted.
Only a limited amount of material was recovered from the

cultivated field and this was distributed over an approximately

160x160 meter area. This included three pieces of chert debi-
tage and a chert scraper. This implement is a sidescraper with
a working edge of 37°. The edge exhibits relatively little wear
Three pieces of historic material were also recovered
from the surface. These included one piece of white glass. Also
found was a portion of the stem of a kaolin pipe. Such pipes

were utilized over a long period of time between at least the
early 1600's to the mid-1800's. Unfortunately, this artifact

is too fragmentary to identify as to origin or a more specific

time. No makers' marks were present.
The third piece of historic material is a commemorative
On the face is a flower with the

pendant or a medallion.
inscription "ROCHESTER" and "THE FLOWER CITY". On the obverse

side isj;
ROCHESTER'S SECOND
INDUSTRIAL EXPOSITION
AND
70TH ANNIVERSARY OF
INCORPORATION

OCTOBER 11-23, 1909.

+
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Thus, the San Souci site, while limited as to prehistoric
materials, has yielded one historic artifact over 70 years
in age and a pipe fragment which is perhaps 150 years old or
older.

Not much may be said regarding the prehistoric component
at the site due to the limited amount of material recovered,
its dispersed nature and the lack of culturally diagnostic
artifacts. The site may not be placed in terms of time or
culture. The owner of the San Souci farm indicated that his
father, an amateur collector, found some artifacts in the
area, but that these were few in number.

One shovel test unit excavated at the site has an Ap
Horizon 26cm. thick over the.B2 Horizon. The site appears to
have been cultivated down to the B2 Horizon.

Sandrack Site (Site 5):

The Sandrack Site is located 160 meters north of Wilkins
Creek and 320 meters east of the lake (Fig. 5). Wilkens Tract
Road is the northern boundary of the site and East River Road
is the eastern boundary.

The site is composed of two terraces above the lake. These
terraces continue north of Wilkens Tract Road where more arch-

aeological materials were recovered. This site was called the

Elam Site (Site 6), but the two sites may well be related.
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The lower terrace has an elevation of approximately 267 meters
and the higher terrace is approximately 273 meters above sea
level.

The site is located in a cultivated field. Most of the
artifacts were recovered from the lower terrace. These in-
cluded nine pieces of chert debitage (including one decortica-
tion flake), 1 piece of stoneware and six retouched or util-
ized chert artifacts. One mollusc shell fragment, unidentifi-
able as to genus or species was also recovered.

The chert implements included one chert flake which was
retouched on both faces on opposed edges. An endscraper was
also recovered. This chert artifact has a steep-bitted working
edge of 780. This artifact showed little wear on its working
edge and no polish. Other artifacts included two blades of
chert projectile points and the blade and a portion of the stem
of another. None of these artifacts were complete enough to
assign to a type.

The only diagnostic artifact recovered from the site was
a corner-notched pro jectile point (Fig. 10 and Table #1). This
pro jectile point corresponds fairly well to the Vosburg type de-
fined by Ritchie (1971: 55). The corner-notches of this example
were not quite as pronounced as most of those illustrated by

Ritchie (1944, 1969, 1971) or Funk (1976). The Vosburg type is a
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E diagnostic of the Vosburg Phase of the Laurentian Tradition, 3

which has a C14 date of 2524B.C. +300 (Ritchie 1969: 83-84). i
;' The artifacts were randomly distributed over an at least i

80x80 meter area. There were no concentrations of artifacts

with which to define tighter site boundaries. i
It is difficult to make too many statements abouf the

site aside from its apparent limited scope in size and in-

tensity of occupation. Industrial activities appear limited,

f ) with only nine pieces of debitage and six retouched artifacts.

! . The scraper would also indicate some other industrial activity.

It would appear that a Late Archaic component of the Lauren- %

tian Tradition is present, based on the recovery of the Vosg-

burg point. A shovel test unit excavated on the site had 22cm.
of Ap Horizon over the B2 Horizon. The site appears to have 1

been cultivated down to the B2 Horizon.

Elam Site (Site 6):

The Elam Site lies across wilkens Tract Road from the

Sandrack Site and, as noted, both sides may actually be part

of the same occupation. The site is bordered on the south by

Wilkens Tract Road, on the north by a small dirt road and on

the east by East Lake Road (Fig. 5). It extends from about 80

to 320 meters off the lake and approximately 320 meters south
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of Highway 20a-15. Elevations of the site range from approxi-
mately 266 meters for the lower terrace, to approximately
267-273 meters above sea level for the higher terrace.

Unlike the Sandrack Site, most of the material from the
Elam Site was recovered from the upper terrace in an area 3

about 80 (E-W) by 120 (N-S) meters in size. Only four pieces 4

il

of chert debitage came from the lower terraces. All of these

flakes were small, secondary flakes.

TR O O

0f the projectile points found on the upper terrace,.one
is a good example of a Lamoka point, down to the remnant of
cortex still to be seen on the base of the point (Fig. 10).
The other projectile point is incomplete and more difficult to
associate with an established type. The point (Fig. 10 and
Table #1) has an expanding base. The outline of the point
suggests some similarity to the Lamoka points illustrated by
Ritchie (1971: 83, 85), but other characteristics of the base
and stem do not fit. As such, the point will be considered as
untyped.

Artifact density at the site was very low and again,
little may be said concerning the occupation. Apparently, a
Lamoka Phase occupation is present, indicating a Late Archaic
component at the gite. The site would appear to be poorly de-
fined spatially and of brief duration.

One shovel test unit was excavated at the site. It
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revealed 3lcm. of Ap Horizon over the B2 Horizon. The site

appears to have been cultivated down to the B2 Horizon.

Summation and Evaluation of Area B

As noted, Area B was subjected to a pedestrian survey.

This was largely restricted to surface survey of cultivated

fields and small gardens. It would not appear that any signi-

ficant portion of the area has escaped disturbance from agri-

cultural or architectural activities, except for the steep

slopes.

In the course of the survey, seven sites were identified

in the project area. Along with the one site in Area A, these

sites have the following traits in common;

1)

2)

3)
L)

5)
6)

7)

8)

location on relatively restricted second or third
terraces above the lake - within 300 meters or so of
the lakeshore

restricted distribution of artifacts, on most cases,
and a very low artifact density

poorly defined site boundaries in most cases
low ratio of debitage to retouched lithic artifacts
few decortication flakes

presence of Late Archaic projectile points and/or
aceramic assemblages

little evidence of domestic activities such as food
preparation and consumption

shovel test units indicate the sites were cultivated
down to the B2 Horizon.
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It would appear that the site? represent brief, seasonal

il i

occupations of the lakeshore areas\in the Late Archaic period.

It is probable that these sites represent special activity

s

sites indicating the utilization of some lake and/or lake

vicinity resource. As noted, mollusc shell fragments were

recovered from several of the sites, although it was diffi-
cult to determine if these were associated with the archaeo- ;
logical materials or were introduced to the site are in his- ‘
toric times. Utilization of shellfish appears to have been a i
minor aspect of the subsistence systems of the Late Archaic in
central and western New York. Industrial activities at these ]
sites were apparently of secondary importance as indicated by
the paucity of debitage compared to the number of retouched

artifacts present and the sparse nature of decortication flakes.
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Other industrial or domestic activities were represented by
the scrapers, the pestle and the fired rock fragment. ]

Historic resources were present at all of the sites, al-

though in most cases they consisted of artifacts of recent

age such as paper, styrofoam or beverage containers. Historic
artifacts of potentially greater age included a kaolin pipe-
stem fragment (San Souci Site), a potential fragment of a poss-
ible old liquor bottle (Swartz Site) and a sherd of delft china
(014 Orchard Site). A windshield survey of the architecture

of the area, combined with discussions with local residents

suggests that most of the structures west of East Lake Road
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are cottages less than 50 years old. East of East Lake Road
are the older, more substantial farm structures placed on

higher ground to avoid the periodic flooding of the lake.

Area Ci

Area C consisted of five small project sites on the
west side of the lake. These incluaed Eagle Point, Long Point,
Cottonwood Point and two small areas to the south (Fig.4-7).
These areas correspond to Zone MR-7 as defined in the Murphy
and Silver report (1980: 37). Archaeological sites have been
reported from four of these areas as follows (ibid: 15-16);

Long Point:

Long Point Refuse I - prehistoric, historic Iroquois
and Euro-American - Site No. 1029

Long Point Refuse II - Archaic, Point Peninsula, Owasco,
prehistoric and historic Iroquois

Cottonwood Point:
Site No. 3697 - campsite

Area C-1:

Conesus Village - Seneca Village - Site No. 3712
(location tentative)

Area C-2:
campsite.
A pedestrian survey of these areas indicated that if the
sites were present (at least the sites in Areas C-1 and C-2

are only tentatively located), they have probably been destroyed -
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All the area have been heavily disturbed by landfill, the
construction of numerous closely placed cottages, roads,
landscaping and an amusement park (Long Point) as well as
other forms of disturbance. Examinations of gardens and beach
areas indicated a great deal of fill._This was confirmed by
discussions with local residents and a development caretaker,
who noted that the area was heavily disturbed and filled after
the 1930's. Most of the cottages in the area date from after
this time, although a few larger, older homes are also present.
It would not appear that these areas retain any archaeological

potential.

Area D:

Area D consists of approximately 2000 meters of the west
bank of Conesus Creek as it leaves Conesus Lake, to a marshy
area just north of the Lakeville Wastewater Treatment Plant.
The project area here is approximately 10 meters wide with one
area 30 meters wide (Figs. 4 and 9). South of Highway 20a-15,
the pro ject area includes a field in a trailer park. Finally,
an area for pedestrian survey on the north shore of the lake,
in Lakeville, was included in Area D.

The area an the creek is fairly well defined on the west
by the 264.5 meter (820') contour line, and on the east by Con-

esus Creek. The land slopes uphill to the west up to elevations
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of about 290 meters above sea level at Highway 256.

Almost all of the project area along the creek lies in
its narrow floodplain. This area consists of low, wet terrain
with old meander scars. Vegetation cover is thick with many
mature hardwoods, saplings and a dense understory of brambles,
bushes and nettles.

The most westerly few meters of portions of the ﬁroject
area and the land to the west fall into the following terrains
and vegetation covers from north to south. It begins in a grassy
field north and east of the Lakeville Wastewater Treatment Plant.
To the south lies a series of agricultural fields. South of
these fields is a large pasture. This pasture borders a brushy
area on the south which runs into a large landscaped yard of
the Lease family, which fronts Highway 20a-15. South of the
highway, the project area runs through several.landscaped yards
and into a trailer park.

The area on the north shore of the lake is heavily dis-
turbed by landscaping and the constpuction of businesses, homes
and roads.

Beginning on the north, 25 shovel test units were excavated
from the northern end of the project area to the cornfields
south of the plant site (Fig. 9). All 25 units showed various
degrees of undifferentiated fill down to over 50cm. in some
units. These units were not screened. The only materials re-

recovered were a beer bottle, a small piece of glass and a nail.
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all from fill.

In the first cornfield south of the wastewater treatment
plant, no archaeological materials were recovered in, or in
the immediate vicinity of the pro ject. However, about 50
meters to the west, on a small knoll, 1 piece of chert debi-
tage, the neck of a glass bottle and 1 stemmed chert pro jectile
point were recovered. The bottle fragment included only half
of the neck and lip. A mold line ran all the way to the lip.
If the missing side also had the mold line, the vessel was
probably not older than ca. 1903 (Weitzman 1976: 142)., The
pro jectile point (Fig.10 and Table #1) is an incomplete stem-
med point. Made of chert, it has a wide stem and an asymmetri-,
cal blade. The incomplete nature of the artifact precludes its
assignation to any established type.

No archaeological materials were recovereé in the oat
field to the south. Similarly, no archaeological materials
were found in the cornfield south of the oats, in the pro ject é
area. However, as with the other cornfield, archaeological .
materials were found about 50 meters west of the pro ject area.

These included six pieces of chert debitage. 1 utilized flake,
a chert scraper and one piece of glass. The chert scraper has
a steep working angle of 78°, It shows almost no wear on the

working edge.
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South of this cornfield lies a pasture area. Permission
could not be obtained to test in the field because of the
presence of livestock. However, almost all of the pro ject area
lies between the eastern fence of this pasture and the creek.
In the brushy area south of the pasture, six shovel test units
were excavated on the western edge of the project area. These
units had 12-23cm. of silt overlying a B2t Horizon. No arch-
aeological materials were recovered. Finally, permission was
denied to do any testing on the landscaped portions of the
Lease préperty. However, permission was extended to dig several
shovel test units on an overgrown "island" created by a chan-
nel previously dug for flood control of Conesus Creek. The
two units dug had 25 and 28cm. of sand and silt and disturb-
ance over the B2t Horizon. No archaeological materials were
recovered.

As noted, all or most of the project area lay between
the creek and the higher agricultural fields or pastures to
the west. This area was carefully walked. Little surface ob-
servation was possible because of the dense understory covering
the area. An o0ld stone wall and a modern garbage dump were
noted. Ten units excavated in this low, wet area had 10 to
4Ocm. of silt over a B2g (gleyed) soil horizon. The silt was
often banded, indicating redeposition. Several units had ground-

water at relatively shallow depths.
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South of the highway, the proposed project area runs

through a few landscaped yards, through a small wooded area
and into a trailer park. The Corps of Engineers also requested
a survey of a field in this vicinity. No archaeological mater-
[ ials were recovered from the small gardens fronting the high-
way. The trailer park and field are owned by a local resident
‘ who refused permission to do any testing. He indicated that
the area was a former swamp which had been covered over by 1
; meter of fill to facilitate the construction of the trailer
sites. Since permission to test could not be ottained, the

- area was subjected to surface survey. This survey indicated

that indeed, the area was a filled-in swamp and no undisturbed
areas could be located.

Similarly, highly disturbed conditions characterize the
rest of the north shore of the lake included in Area A. Sever-
al small gardens were investigated but no archaeological mater-

ials were recovered.

Summation of Area D

Area D may be divided into three terrains. One is the
narrow floodplain of the creek. This low area has evidence of
£ numerous small meander scars and redeposition of silt over a
' gleyed B Horizon. Sixteen shovel test units affirmed this assess-

ment of the area. A second terrain has the agricultural fields

and pasture which lie on the western edge of the project area
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north of Highway 20a-15. Careful surface survey of the fields

yielded no archaeological materials within the pro ject area.

However, two small sites were found on small knolls about 50
meters to the west. Finally, highly disturbed areas were found ﬂ
! south of Highway 20a-15 and in the vicinity of the Lakeville :
Wastewater Treatment Plant. Twenty-eight test units near the

plant, and pedestrian survey and interviews for the area south

of the highway indicated that limited archaeological potential
of those areas.
In summation, it would appear that the project area on

N the north edge of the lake and on the west side of Conesus

— Sl S o

—

Creek has little or no archaeological potential at the present

T

time. The Murphy and Silver report (1980: 15-16) noted the pre-
sence of three archaeological sites on the north shore of the

lake. It would not appear that much of these sites could have

survived the development of the area.

No historic structures are threatened by the proposed
pro ject along the banks of Conesus Creek. Several large, older
homes lie along both sides of the highway but these would not
appear to be potentially threatened by the pro ject. Any work
in the trailer park area would not endanger any potentially

historic structure.

—— i AR, ). 200 T >y e e PEMTYTTERAT " gy & > '
oL e st Jona S0 mu WAL R T L AT s




4

:.]3} |
H
»
£
§
&

T " » o %
s T B v T P oTwarTS =  rp— —
". ¥ VS o YT

56.

The Conesus Lake Survey and its Relationship to the Archaeology

of Conesus Lake and the New York sState Predictive Model

The Conesus Lake Survey of 1981 may have some ramifications
for site prediction in the area. The survey, limited in scope
as it was, still suggested that factors such as slope and its
attendant relationship to soil drainage and location relative
to water resources were critical factors in site location. Al-
most every second or third terrace on the east side of the
lake which lacked a steep slope was productive of archaeologi-
cal materials. As noted in the report, these are small, often
poorly defined sites which are assumed to be seasonal Late
Archaic sites, on the basis of paucity of materials and diag-
nostic projectile points. To test this model of site distribu-
tion, an attempt was made to survey similar fields on the west-
ern side of the lake, although this area was not in the pro-
ject. Permission could not be obtained from local property
owners who did note the relative paucity of archaeological
finds on their lands, compared to the east side of.the lake.

It is tempting, on the basis of the survey results and
the literature and records search conducted by Murphy and Sil-
ver to suggest that the Late Archaic sites are clustered on
the small upland terraces along the lake, while the Late Wood-
land and historic Iroquois sites would be located on the level
points of land thrusting out into the lake or along side it

and on favorable locations on the alluvial flats surrounding
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the inlet and outlet of Conesus Creek on the lake. These sites
may have been more conducive to horticultural pursuits.

The general lack of Early and Middle Woodland sites in
the immediate vicinity of Conesus Lake may reflect changing
patterns of environmental exploitation during these periods.
There does appear to be a trend towards riverine occupations
during this period, including sites along the Genesee River.
However, sites are also located, to some extent on lacrustine
locations (Ritchie 1969, Ritchie and Funk 1973, Funk 1976).
Dr. Rhodes, of the State University at Geneseo, has noted the
presence of the most of the Early and Middle Woodland sites in
the area on the Genesee River to the west of the project area
(personal communication).

The Conesus Lake survey also revealed some data which
ties into the regional.predictive model for New York Staze.

In this model, Hammer (1979) presented a design based on large-
scale topographic features, soil characteristics, drainage and
elevation. As applied to the Conesus Lake area by Murphy and
Silver (1980: 33), four zones would have been present in the
pro ject area. Two of these, the Conesus Lake outlet at Lake-
ville and the glaciated uplands north and east of the lake
would have had a moderate site sensitivity, while the area

to the west of the lake and the marshy area to the south would

have a lower potential. Murphy and Silver further subdivided
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Hammer's key variables into smaller ranges of variability

to produce a micro-regional model for the lake area. Here
again, the primary factors are degree of slope, topography
and soil drainage. They predicted that the area around Con-
esus Creek as it leaves the lake to the north (MR-3), the
uplands to the east of the lake from Lakeville to 01d Orchard
Point (MR-4) and the area from 01d Orchard Point to just south
of McPherson Point (MR-7) would all be areas of moderate site
density (Murphy and Silver 1980: 35-37). The same moderate
sensitivity was applied to several small, higher areas on the
west side of the lake (MR-7). A problem with this model is
the use of terms such as "moderate", which are not very ex-
plicit or amenable to quantitative analysis.

As seen in the results of the survey, some of the assump-
tions of the model were largely proven for the prehistoric
resources of the area. Since little work was done on the west
side of the lake, the validity of the model could not be tested
there (although reports from local residents indicated that
the western side of the lake was less productive of artifacts
than the eastern side). Further, much of Zone MR-7 on the
western side of the lake and Zones MR-6A and MR-6B have been
massively disturbed. Still, archaeological materials were re-

covered with some frequency in portions of Zones MR-4, MR-7
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and MR-3, where the model predicted a moderate site sensi-

tivity.

The data generated from the survey could also be used 5
to generate other models of site distribution. It was noted
that the site locations as seen in Fig. 4-5, have four things
in common; relatively level topography, location on second
and third terraces above the lake, good drainage and easy
access to the lake and the small streams and creeks which
drain into it. Indeed, almost everywhere these conditions
existed and the area could be surveyed, an archaeological site
was found, or had been previously reported. It would seem, on
the basis of this survey, and other surveys in New York and ]
the Eastern U.S., that the factors just noted are indicators
of high site sensitivity. This model could be tested locally
by gaining access to such limited areas which are still rela-
tively undisturbed on the west side of the lake and by a pro-
gram of shovel testing in the areas on the east side of the lake
which are in pasture or are wooded. It may also be noted that
the one site found in Area A was located in the one location

in Zone MR-6A which had the factors conducive to high site

sensitivity. It is possible that a more specific model of site

location would cross-cut the zones utilized by Murphy and Silver.
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Summation and Recommendations

In June, 1981, the author conducted a reconnaissance
level archaeological survey of the proposed Conesus Lake
Flood Control pro ject area. This area was subjected to ped-
estrian survey and the excavation of 248 shovel test units and
two 1x1 meter test units. Four areas were defined. They are
as follows;

Area A:

Iocated on the south end of the lake, this area was
subjected to pedestrian survey and the excavation of 196 shovel
test units. The area was demonstrated to be highly disturbed
or marshy over most of its extent. The eastern margin of this
area was somewhat better drained and largely covered by agri-
cultural fields. On one of the lower fields, a piece of hand-
blown glass was recovered, possibly from a late 18th century-
early 19th century liquor bottle. The highest, best drained
field, just off East Lake Road yielded the Beehive Site (a
possibly previously reported site). The small site was defined
by a scattering of surface material including modern historic
debris, debitage and several retouched artifacts including a

Vestal Corner-Notched point of the Late Archaic period. The

site is restricted to a small terrace above McMillian Creek. The
area slopes steeply uphill to the east which probably limits

the site in that direction. Three more pieces of debitage

i
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were recovered on the banks of the creek to the west and
below the terrace. Subsurface testing along the creek and
traces of B Horizon in the field suugest that it was culti-
vated down to the B Horizon. Thus, undisturbed archaeological
deposits are not likely to be found, although deeply excavated
features such as storage pits or burials may have survived,
in part, the cultivation of the site. As such, it would not
appear that the Beehive Site would qualify for the National
Register of Historic Places and no further work is recommended 1
as the site has been surface collected three times in the |
course of the survey.

It is understood that at the present time, no immediate

disturbance is planned in Area A in connection with the flood

ke

control project. Even if such disturbance is planned for the

future, no additional work is recommended. ;

Area Bi
Area B consists of the eastern shore of the lake from é

just above the Livonia-Conesus Township line to Highway 20a-15

to the north. This area includes the highly disturbed lakeshore
area and extends about 400 meters east to the terraces which
rise above the lake.

A series of seven archaeological sites were discovered in

this area. These were restricted to the second or third terraces
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above the lake, which were bisected by East Lake Road. The

sites are as follows;

 Swartz Site - This site yielded 73 pieces of debitage and

23 retouched artifacts including pro jectile points of the
Lamoka and Brewerton Phases of the Late Archaic and possibly
a Snook-Hill Phase pro jectile. The site is largely restricted
to a 4500 sq. meter area, but materials were recovered outside
of this concentration, all from the surface. The site also
yielded historic materials including a piece of handblown glass.
The site appears to have been plowed down to the B Horizon. The
Swartz Site was the most productive site encountered in the
survey.

Morsch Site - The only prehistoric materials from this site -
included 10 pieces of chert debitage and one Lamoka point of
the Late Archaic period. Most of the artifacts came from the
surface of a narrow strip on the western edge of the cultivated
field. Historic materials were recent in age. The Morsch Site
appears to have been cultivated down to the B Horizon.

01d Orchard Site - The 0l1d Orchard Site may be the largest

site encountered in the survey and probably covers much of
this peninsula area. From the surface of the cornfield came

11 pieces of debitage, mQllusc shell fragments and 6 retouched
artifacts. These included a pestle fragment. A pro jectile re-
covered was an example of a Brewerton Side-Notched point re-
worked into a scraper. Two 1x1 meter units udg near the corn-
field yielded debitage and retouched fragments from the Ap
Horizon. Historic materials from the cornfield and test units
included one potentially old piece of delft china and more
recent pieces of china and glass. The 01d Orchard Site appears::
to have been disturbed over its total extent by plowing or con-
struction.

Knapp Site - Only five pieces of debitage and three retouched .
artifacts were recovered from the surface of the approximately -
1000 sq. meter large Knapp Site. A fragment of a stemmed pro-
jectile point was recovered on the surface about 50 meters to
the south of the site. Historic materials were all very recent
in origin. The site appears to have been cultivated down to the
B Horizon.
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San Souci Site - This site was the least well-defined of any
gite discovered in the survey. It consisted of only three
pieces of chert debitage and a scraper, scattered over at
least 25,000 sq. meters of area. Also recovered were a number
of historic artifacts including a kaolin pipe fragment and a
1909 Rochester Exposition pendant. The site would appear to
be cultivated down to the B Horizon.

j Sandrack Site - The Sandrack Site consists of surface finds
made on two terraces above the lake. Most of the artifacts,
including 9 pieces of chert debitage and 5 retouched artifacts,
came from the lower terrace, which is about 6400 sq. meters

‘ in size. The upper terrace produced only one Vosburg point,

i of the Late Archaic. Historic materials included one piece
of stoneware. The site was cultivated down to the B Horizon.

G G Sl S S S

Elam Site - The Elam Site is the most northerly of the sites
in Area B. In an approximately 9600 sq. meter area, four

1 , pieces of chert debitage and two projectile points, including
! : a Lamoka point, of the Lamoka Phase of the Late Archaic period
were found. Two more flakes were found nearby on a lower ter-
race. Historic materials were of a very recent age. The site
appears to have been cultivated down to the B Horizon.

i e s

With the Beehive Site in Area A, the following may be
noted about these seven sites;

1) all sites are in cultivated fields with little poten-
tial for undisturbed deposits, although deeply excavated
features such as pits or burials might have survived
the cultivation, at least in part. Outside of the sites,
the rest of Area B also seems disturbed by construction
or cultivation.

2) sites are small and generally poorly defined. Some of
the sites may extend into areas which lacked good con-
ditions for surface observation at the time of the sur-
vey.

| 3) artifact density is low and there is a low ratio of

! debitage to retouched artifacts, suggesting that in-
dustrial activities were minimal. There is little evi-
dence for domestic activities as food processing,
consumption or deposition as midden.
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L4) all sites are aceramic and where diagnostic cultural
materials are present, they are in the form of Late
Archaic projectile points. With one possible exception,
these are from the Lamoka Phase or the Laurentian Tradi-
tion. Since these points overlap in time and spatial
distribution, it is possible that two different groups

were in the area, or that one group, using both styles
of points was present.

On the basis of these facts, especially the sparse dis-
tribution of material and the disturbed nature of the deposits,
it is difficult to see how any one of these sites would qualify
for the NRHP and the excavation of any one of these sites is un-
likely to be very productive of data in relation to the time
and expenditures which would accompany such work. The sites may
have value as an aggregate, however, as they provide data on
the settlement system on the lake, at least in Late Archaic
times. As such, the sites might deserve inclusion in some form
of National Register Archaeological District, such as the Lake
Farms Archaeological District investigated by the author in
Dane County, Wisconsin.

The author understands from discussions with Corps per-
sonnel that Area B will not be impacted by the proposed flood
control measures and that no future plans for construction in
this area, by the Corps, are presently pending. However, if
such work is planned, the author would make the following re-

commendations;
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1) subsurface testing in the more level fields on second
and third terraces which are presently in woods, pas-
ture or covered by weeds and brush. This testing could
be in the form of shovel test units excavated to the
B2 Horizon. Units should be placed at 15 meter, or
less inervals.

2) additional surface collection at least at the Morsch
and San Souci sites, to recover diagnostic prehistoric
artifacts.

3) subsurface testing in the hayfield on McPherson Point
to attempt to relocated, if possible, the previously
reported site in the area. The testing should be in
the form of shovel test units, dug down to the B2
Horizon and spaced at 15 meter, or less, intervals.

It is likely that this entire program could be accomplished
in no more than 25 -30 man/days of work More inten31ve testing
at the sites in the cultivated fields is not recommended as
the changes of finding undisturbed deposits would be low.

Even if present, in some small part of the site, undisturbed
deposits probably could not be located except by a prohibitively

expensive program of testing. No additional work is recommend-

ed in the little area in the Sunnyside location.

Area Ci

Area C consists of five small locations on the west side
of the lake. These were all subjected to pedéstrian survey and
were found to have been massively disturbed by road and cottage
construction and by landfilling. While several sites were re-
ported in these area, especially Long Point, it is unlikely
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that muéh of any of these survived, or that additional sites
would be located. Thus, no sites would be located in this area
that might qualify for the NRHP. The author understands that
no immediate plans have been made for disturbance in this area
and the author would recommend no additional cultural resource

work be done if such plans are made.

Area D

The author understands that Area D is the only area which
would immediately be impacted by the proposed project. This
area consists of a corridor, approximately 10 meters wide (with
gsome wider areas) on the west side of Conesus Creek, as it
leaves the lake, with a length of about 2000 meters. A pedes-
trian survey, supplimented by 46 shovel test units indicated
that the pro ject area here is either disturbed by construction
and fill, or lies in a low, wet floodplain of the creek. As
such, the author believes that the project area has little arch-
aeological potential. Portions of it in the Lakeville area on
the north shore of the lake might have had some potential
prior to the disturbance of that area. It shquld be noted that::
two small surface sites were found in cornfields about 50 metersﬁ
west of the pro ject area. Thus, if future work is planned which
would expand the project area about 30 meters or more from the

present creek banks, some additional survey should be done.
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If the Corps of Engineers plans to stay within the confines of
the area ogtlined to and surveyed by the author, no additional
cultural resource survey work should be necessary. Neither of
the small sites found in the cultivated field would appear to
qualify for the NRHP and no historic structures would be en-
dangered in this area by the proposed work.

Curation

In keeping with the policies of Archaeological Consulting
and Services, in-state curation is always sought for materials
recovered in the course of a project. The Rochester Museum and
Science Service has indicated preliminary agreement to accept
the artifacts and field notes relating to this project as

donations to their collections.
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ROW 11 2-5, 6-2, 6-3
ROW 2: 5-4, 7-5, .A1-5
ROW 3: 3-5, D1-3 : ]
2-5 - Morsch Site Scale: actual size 3
3-5 - Knapp Site 4
5-4 - Sandrack Site

6~2 - Elam Site

6-3 - Elam Site

7-5 - 01d Orchard Site
Al1-5 - Beehive Site
D1-3 - Site 1, Area D

Fig. 10 - Projectiles from the Survey %
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All Pro jectile Points from thé Swartz
Scales actual size

Fig, 11 - Projectiles from the Swartz Site
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