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INTRODUCTION

The Air Weather Service (AWS) Climatic Brief progzam provides a centrally pre-
pared one-sheet summary of climatic data for specific lecations. The AWS Climatic
Brief is designed to provide a reference file of ready answers to the most frequent
guestions of planners and operators and to ensure that ANS eslements at all echelons
provide similar answers to similar quastions.

AWS Climatic Briefs are produced in conjunction with the production of each new
or updated Revised Uniform Summary of Surface Weather Observations (RUSSWO). Por '
locations where no RUSSWO exists, AWS Climatic Briefs are produced from available
data sources. AWS Climatic Briefs are usually produced by the United States Air
Force Environmental Technical Applications Center (USAFETAC); however, on occasion
AWS Wings or subordinate units may produce climatic briefs for locations not

possessing a centrally prepared climatic brief.

AWS Climatic Briefs are usually identified by the station name; latitude, longi-
tude, and elevation; overall period of data record used; and station identifiers,
such as WBAN and WMO numbers. AWS Climatic Briefs usually include wonthly and
annual summarized data for the following climatic elements:

Temperature

Precipitation

Relative humidity (for specified hours nearest 0400 and 1300 LST)
Vapor pressure

Dew point

Pressure altitude

Surface wind, direction, and speed

Mean cloud cover

Thunderstorm and fog occurrence in days

Temperature, maximum and minimum, occurrence in days
Flying weather, ceiling and visibility categories
Typhoon and hurricane data, where applicable

AWS Climatic Briefs are filed in this data summary alphabetically by country,
state, and station number. They are published in separate data summaries for the
following geographic areas:

North America (including Greenland and Bermuda)

Latin America (including Mexico, West Indies, and dependent islands)

Europe (including North Atlantic islands)

USSR and Mongolian Peoples Republic

Peoples Republic of China (not published as of the publication data of this
volume. This summary will be published when climatic briefs become available.)

Asia (Turkey and Cyprus to Indonesia and Japan)

Africa (including Malagasy)

Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania

The geographical regions for each AWS Climatic Brief volume are shown in
Figure 1,

Questions about AWS Climatic Briefs, their production or use, should be
addressed to USAFETAC, Scott AFB, IL 62225.
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