JAD-R427 398 SOFTWARE DESCRIPTION FOR THE_0’HARE RUNMA
. ONFIGUR ATION MANAGEMENT SVSTE L)) HITRE CORP MCLERN
R METREK DIV S KAVOUSSI OCT 82 MTR-82W125-VOL-1
UNCLASSIFIED Fﬂﬁ EN-82-28-V0L-1 DTFRO1-81-C-18083 F/G 1/5




ddaa

d33 EETITE

2 =l

L6
—

ry

125

MICROCOPY RESOLUTION TEST CHART

NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS-1963-A

A e 0

LA SRS A




Report No. FAA-EM-82-28 . s \ MTR-82W125 -
Vol. | s Vol. | !
,'.q:

SOFTWARE DESCRIPTION FOR THE
O’HARE RUNWAY CONFIGURATION
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Aa a0 an

VOLUME I: TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION '

IRUL VRPN

SADEGH KAVOUSSI

SRR ER e
R R T T
P N A L . I N R

“ap A127398

The MITRE Corporation
McLean, Virginia 22102

g
STares OF

O aia kN Ry
., . ..
('s o PO§ et
el i R

éf%"' -~ [
I APR25 1983
OCTOBER 1982 N

A

Document is available to the U.S. public through
the National Technical Information Service
Springfield, Virginia 22161

R A 0R A0 0l it hirae W ae ey
N |lv'llI v . e - 'll
AR R ,
stafitata’s o e et

- T
PRASraA e \ .

LN . R 2.

- e . . . 4t
- g [ B

Prepared for

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE OF SYSTEMS ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT
Washington, D.C. 20591

83

i
OTe FILE COPY

e B §

| PP P SEPTI




0

LA A e A tes

— »
L i St et
s o e e

NOTICE

This document is disseminated under the sponsorship of the
Department of Transportation in the interest of information
exchange. The United States Government assumes no liability
for its contents or use thereof.

S

L

ek g

S 4 PN

L". ", ‘A"‘ .

B

e,
habb et

e

- -
SIVIPID Sy W S B

P

A 4




T T e e TSN WY h' -* e ¥ W W W W [ PSSR st 20k ShoiO A~ e Mt S T i M Fhetl st Sl susi Snt Jen il s i
A A S e T T - . . - . . . . .

Technical Report Documentution Page

p ) Y. Repert Ne. 2. Government Accession No. 3.4Roeipiom'n aolo' No. \
- | FAA-EM-82-28 Volume I l[&] 39 7
:. 4. 'l'nh ond S. ﬁpon Dete

bti
. | Sof twaresbescription for the O'Hare Runway
> | Configuration Management System
Volume I: Technical Description

October 1982
6. Periorming Organizetion Code

e

8. Performing Orgenizetion Report No.

2 7. Author's)
; Sadegh Kavoussi MTR-82W125 Volume I
& 9. Perfarming Orgenization Neme and Address 10. Waerk Unit No. (TRALS)
- The MITRE Corporation
o Metrek Division 11. Contrect or Grent No.

1820 Dolley Madison Boulevard

% | Mclean, Virginia 22102 DIFAO1-81-C-10003

13. Tyoe of Report and Period Covered

:: 12. Spensering Agency Neme ond Address
- | Department of Transportation

Federal Aviation Administration

Office of Systems Engineering Management
4| Washington, D. C. 20591

4

14. Sponsoring Agency Code

15. Supplementery Notes

:-L . Abstrest .

R is document. describes the software developed as part of the Chicago O'Hare

3 Runway Configuration Management System (CMS). The software is designed as an

b~ | interactive automated planning aid to assist the O'Hare assistant chief in the
consistent selection of efficient runway configurations jn order to lower

3| aircraft delays. In addition, CMS serves an an information management system

3| by consolidating various airport data and making them available for the 0'Hare

3| facility personnel. Volume I of this document contains the general description

of the CMS software plus high level pseudocodes describing its logic. Volume II
is dedicated to detailed description of the software via low level pseudocodes.

N

:-}-ﬁ Koy Words 18, Diswibution Stetement

}3 Document is available to the public

T4 through the National Technical Information
=3 Service, Springfield, VA 22161

-

19. Seeurity Clessit. (of this repert) 20. Sesurity Clessif. (of this pege) 21. N, QOT.'.. 22, Priee
Unclassified Unclassified

L Borm DOT F 1700.7 (8-72)

Reproduction of completed poge outherized

_________________
........

APV I U WO, W I VUN T SO S, SO S TP




1
<
-
<

t
.

v v
L% Y ettt

. I3
e e

e "2 N
- ;' N l. 1.-
[P RY T L BN

VAN

¥
Ly
Al

-y A'_l{‘.WAY“I”"—ﬁ wl._. . R T T Iy Trr s
R R . . RS ST PR . - - . ot T T . e .

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The author is indebted to Lucille Perrin for the many hours spent in

preparing this document.

111

| SR

A

R AP

o,

t. -
,JI DY

aag .

PR

1




T TV T e T e——— i

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The O'Hare Runway Configuration Management System (CMS) is an -
interactive multi-user computer system designed to aid O'Hare ﬁi
management personnel in the consistent selection of runway K
configurations in order to reduce aircraft delays. CMS 18 also used ~j

for the purpose of communicating and disseminating information about
the airport among the tower and Terminal Radar Control Facility
(TRACON) personnel.

Although the CMS software was written for O'Hare International
Adlrport, it can be adapted for other airports to serve as an
automated planning aid for runway configuration management. This
would require changing the associated site specific adaptation
data. At some airports, however, the need might be to manage the
surrounding airspace which is shared with other airports, or to
manage the flow of aircraft on taxiways as opposed to runway
configuration management. The basic concepts of CMS can be extended
to include such applications as well but would require site specific
model development to suit the needs of the individual airport.

The purpose of this report is to describe the CMS software in the
time sharing environment of MITRE Washington's Computer Center.
Currently, CMS 1is housed in an IBM 4341 computer with VM/SP
operating system. CMS employs the IBM's Display Management System
(DMS) software package that provides full screen menu type
displays. The display terminals used by CMS are IBM's 3270 series
or equivalent. The CMS software is written exclusively in PL/I and
complies fully with top-down structured programming techniques.

CMS has been designed to facilitate manual data entry, since
automated inputs are not yet readily available, CMS 1s available
for interactive access by the tower and radar room personnel who
normally monitor and report changes in the airport operational
environment. These users are: the Assistant Chief (AC), who has
the primary responsibility for configuration selection; the team
supervisor of the tower cab (CAB), who provides operational
information (wind, weather, runway conditions) to the system; and
the Airways Facilitles operations officer (AF), who 1is responsible
o for the runway equipment status. The interactions between these
users and CMS are illustrated in Figure A.

Because of the limitations of the time-sharing system under which
ﬁ!! CMS 18 currently operating, these three different users can only be
. supported by three separate programs. These programs are compiled

X and stored separately and operate independently, but communicate
through a common data base which contains all information on O'Hare
b status over the planning horizon., When CMS is implemented at
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O'Hare, it will operate on a dedicated mini-computer which permits
multi-tasking (that 1is, multiple users interacting with a single
program simultaneously). This will eliminate the need for three 5

e separate programs; certain changes to the program structure will be

o required to make best use of the multi-tasking environment, but the

basic CMS logic will not be affected.

Each program within the CMS software package supports a set of data
“screens”, each containing a predetermined subset of information for 3
input or display. An example of a CMS screen is given in Figure B. :
Table A contains a 1list of display screens within the CMS software,
In some cases there 1is an overlap of information among several
screens. Although the screens are not mutually independent (i.e.,
changes in one screen may affect the contents of the others), they
are self-contained in that they serve a specific purpose and are

acted upon separately,

The screens provide a convenient format for entering data on the
current and future operating environment at O'Hare. This includes
information on wind speed and direction, ceiling and visibility,

. runway surface conditions, status of runway landing aids, and the
= expected volume and distribution of traffic. This information is
:{ then used by CMS to determine the operational availability of
f} individual runways. The operational suiltability of the runway

configurations is then determined, based upon runway availability
and other operational factors; and the configurations are ranked
according to their capacities, based upon projected demand for the

;{ next hour. The penalty of transitioning from current configuration,
. in terms of capacity during the transition period, is also
t{ calculated and displayed. This yields the primary output of the

" runway configurations management system -- an ordered 1list of

transition strategies indicating which runways to use at what times
during the planning period.

- Volume I of this report defines the major subsystems within the CMS
AN software package, discusses the overall control and architecture of
: the CMS software, and describes the software logic pertaining to
each component. "High-level™, English-like pseudocode is used to
describe the CMS software. Pseudocode 18 used because it can

provide a clear, English-like description which is believed superior

to flowcharts for conveying complex logic to the reader, while still
maintaining a formal structure.

Bt Volume II contains the “low-level”, variable specification
~ pseudocode, in order to provide a detailed description of the
ey software.
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TABLE A
LIST OF INPUT/OUTPUT DISPLAY SCREENS

) RN O

1. Menu of Program Function Keys and Program Termination

2. Parameters .
3. O'Hare Status Summary E
4. Planning Log Selection |
5. Wind and Weather Planning Log

6. Runway Conditions Planning Log

7. Equipment Planning Log

8. Demand Planning Log

9-10. Airport Status (Current/Forecast)

11-12., Runway Equipment Status (Current/Forecast)

13-14. Demand Profile (Current/Forecast)

15-16. Ordered List of Configurations (Current/Forecast)
17. Current Departure Queues

18. Ordered List of Transitions

19-20. Configuration Information (Current/Forecast)
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INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose and Scope

The O'Hare Runway Configuration Management System (CMS) is an
interactive multi-user computer system designed to aid the
O'Hare management personnel 1in the consistent selection of
runway configurations in order to reduce aircraft delays. CMS
is also used for the purpose of communicating and disseminating
information about the airport among the various tower and
Terminal Radar Control Facility (TRACON) personnel (Reference 1).

The purpose of this report is to describe the CMS software as it
stands in the time sharing environment of MITRE Washington's
Computer Center. In these documents (Volumes I and II), the
major subsystems within the CMS software package are defined and
the software logic pertaining to each component is described
fully, Also, the overall control and architecture of the CMS

gsoftware is discussed.

Additional information on the use of CMS and logic details may
be found in References 2 and 3.

1.2 Use of Pseudocodes

In these documents, pseudocodes are used to describe the CMS
gsoftware in detail. The pseudocode approach to software
documentation 1is adopted because it provides a clear,
English-like description, Wwhich 1is believed superior to
flowcharts for conveying complex logic to the reader, while
still maintaining a formal structure. In order to present
different 1levels of detail to all readers, two types of
pseudocodes are used: “high-level” English-like and "low-level"

variable specification.

There exist a number of different pseudocode languages, each
suited for a particular application or style. For this document
the pseudocode language "E" or "Eclectic” was chosen. "E" was
developed by The MITRE Corporation in conjunction with the Air
Traffic Advisory and Resolution Service (ATARS) project (Refer-
ences 4 and 5). The decision to choose "E" was made based on
the fact that "E" 1is designed to support PL/1I programming
language, is suited for structured programming style, and has
readily accessible documentation. Appendix B presents a brief
summary of the syntax of "E" language.
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1.3 Organization

In Volume I, a brief overview of CMS is presented in Section 2.
Section 3 discusses a number of software design considerations ]
and limitations associated with the current version of CMS. The :
overall structure of the CMS software is described in Section 3
4., Section 5 familiarizes the reader with the CMS data base. -

1

Sections 6 and 7 present the logic of CMS software; the former
section deals with system data structures and top level pro-

cessing while the latter describes individual screens. The ;
‘- logic of the CMS software is presented in the form of high level
- pseudocodes in Appendix A. Finally, there are a number of other
- Appendices that deal with topics such as syntax of E language,
CMS utility programs, PL/I built-in functions used in CMS, and
data base format.

£y In Volume II, a more detailed description of the CMS software is
presented in the form of low-level pseudocodes.

1-2
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2. CMS OVERVIEW

This section offers an overview of the O'Hare Configuration
Management Systen. The description has been adapted and
summarized from Reference 1.

v ete
. PP
PRy aes

- The O'Hare Runway Configuration Management System (CMS) is an -
o8 interactive computer program designed to aid the combined O'Hare

tower/TRACON facility management in the consistent selection of
e runway configurations in order to lower aircraft delays.

- At O'Hare, the process of runway configuration selection 1is
e complex because of the runway layout (Figure 2-1) and the
) dynamic nature of airport operations. There are twelve main 2

runway ends and a short runway (18/36) which is used solely for ’
- general aviation traffic under visual conditions. Using only
twelve main runways, O'Hare personnel have identified seventy-
three operationally feasible runway configurations that use at
o least two arrival/departure runway pairs simultaneously.
¥ Additionally, there are a great number of runway combinations

that include fewer runways. Moreover, O'Hare 18 one of the
. major connectors of domestic and international flights causing
. significant variations in the volume and distribution of air
: traffic over each of 1its arrival and departure fixes.
o Furthermore, rapidly changing weather and wind conditions in the
Chicago area further complicate the process of runway
configuration selection. - The above wmentioned problems, plus
others common to all major airports such as runway closures and
[~ equipment outages make CMS a useful planning aid for O'Hare.

IO SN I ST

ol Today at O'Hare, the Assistant C:ief (AC) has the primary
responsibility for configuration :lection. The decision on
changing runway configurations is based primarily on airport
=f status, equipment status, and traffic demand, and requires
o extensive coordination with supervisors of the tower cab and the
TRACON. CMS provides the means to consolidate and display
information relevant to this decision making process. Further-

more, CMS automatically 1integrates information on airport
status, equipment status, and traffic demand into a measure of

- capacity for evaluating different configuration choices, as well
Y as provides the AC with a tool in planning transitions between
L the currently operating configuration and the set of feasible
‘f} ones under forecast conditionms.

The elements that make up the runway configuration management

2 process are depicted in Figure 2-2. The initial step in runway
‘}3 configuration management is to define the respective current and
éu forecast scenarios. In the case of the current scenario, this
S

2-1
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MAJOR ELEMENTS OF RUNWAY
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is accomplished by making sure that CMS is continually updated
with all changes in the current operating environment. In the

3?:-‘.-.‘ absence of automated interfaces with monitoring systems in the
- tower and TRACON facilities, the updating functions of current
}?-3 operating conditions can be delegated to those who now have the

responsibility for wmonitoring and reporting that information
without creating additional workloads. Such responsibilities
today lie with the cab team supervisor who is in charge of
updating weather, wind, and runway conditions and Airway
Facilities (AF) operations officer who maintains the runway
i equipment status.

On the other hand, the forecast scenarios reflect the changes in
the operational environment expected to occur in the future that
oy may be substantial enough to require configuration changes. The
responsibility in this case lies with the AC who acquires the
forecast conditions and expected changes through a system of
SN interconnected planning logs communicated to him by other
: participants (AF operations officer and cab team supervisors).
Therefore, the AC constructs forecast scenarios from actual
forecast conditions or other hypothesized situations as 1is
deemed necessary.

The next step in runway configuration management is to determine
the operational availability of individual runways and subse- by

s quently configurations within each scenario (current and 1

e forecast). This 1s accouplished by runway and configuration

L eligibility analyses performed by CMS. After a list of eligible ]

e configurations is determined, CMS performs capacity analysis and

produces ordered 1lists of configurations based on capacity
within each scenario. .;

Finally, the last step in runway configuration management is the
transition analysis. CMS combines the current and forecast

o scenarios to produce an ordered list of transitions. The
" transition analysis helps the AC in selecting configurations

that have lower transition penalties and high capacities.

R
]
-
1
1
A proposed CMS hardware configuration consists of a central T
computer supporting three CRT display terminals and one printer :

(Figure 2-3). A terminal 1is dedicated to the AF operations
officer and another to the supervisor of the tower cab, while

the third terminal is used by the AC. BEach terminal allows a )
selected set of inputs into CMS consistent with the information -4
- for which that terminal position is responsible as will be

s defined later in this document.
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CMS offers a number of other benefits in addition to its primary
purpose of assisting the AC in runway configuration selection.
The use of multiple terminals to access a common central data
base provides the facility personnel with immediate displays of
the current operational status of the airport. The multiple
terminal concept also allows direct communication between
different users of CMS. This reduces workloads related to
telephone communication and paperwork. Also, the hard copy
option provided by CMS could be useful in the generation of logs

and historical records, automating such work currently being
performed manually by O'Hare personnel.
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3. SOFTWARE DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

This section deals with the discussion of several design factors
considered for the CMS software in its current form residing 1in

the time sharing eavironment of MITRE Washington's Computer
Center., Currently, CMS is housed in an IBM 4341 computer with

VM/SP operating systea. CMS employs the 1IBM's Display é
Management System (DMS) software package that provides full B
screen menu type displays. The display terminals used by CMS 1

are 1BM's 3270 series or equivalent.

3.1 General Design Requirements

In order to interface with DMS software package one of the
following programming languages was needed: COBOL, RPGII, PL/I,
or Assembler. The DMS language requirement, as well as the need
for a high level programming language suited for scientific
applications have led to the choice of PL/I as the programming
language for CMS. Hence, the CMS software 1is written
exclusively in PL/I and complies fully with top-down structured
programming techniques,

In its final implementation at O'Hare, CMS is envisioned to have
direct 1interfaces with existing and future monitoring systems
providing automated inputs that would greatly reduce the user
participation. However, 1in the absence of such automated
interfaces, the current version of CMS requires manual inputs b,
the participants. As a result, care has been taken to make the
system as user friendly as possible without increasing the
workloads of its users. In working towards these goals, the
multi-terminal (user) concept has been introduced in order to
increase the efficiency of input process by spreading it among
several users.

Besides the reduction of workload resulting from spreading of
the input process among several users, CMS offers other features
that make it a user friendly system. These features are mostly

in the area of input/output interfaces to CMS enhancing the ease
with which the users interact with the system.

One of these areas 1is the invocation process of various CMS
functions. For the purpose of invoking the various CMS
functions, the excessive use of keyboard strokes and/or the need
for command oriented conversational 1languages have Dbeen
eliminated. Instead, in order to initiate each CMS
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function, a separate key on the terminal keyboard 1is used
requiring only a single stroke. These keys are referred to here
and throughout this document as program function (PF) keys. In
order to remind the users of the definition of various PF keys,
CMS displays a list of all the PF keys and their associated
functions when it 1s activated, and thereafter upon request.
However, in the final implementation of CMS the program function
keys on the terminal keyboard will be labeled with the name or
description of the function they represent.

Another feature offered by CMS is in the area of the man-machine
interface. In order to assist the users in input/output
processes, CMS provides menu type input/output screens
(Figure 3-1) . These screens are designed and formatted so as
to eliminate extraneous effort on the part of the users by
displaying the description of the required inputs and outputs.
In case of inputs, CMS screens provide space to move the cursor
onto and type at most a single number or a symbol to initiate a
particular input process. Menu type screens are particularly
useful since they are self-explanatory, easy to learn, and
simple to operate. Additionally, CMS menu type screens provide
the ability to display selected information in high intensity
for more emphasis.

In addition to the above features, CMS contains error checking
and data validation routines for each screen that prevent the
user from accidently entering erroneous data. If the user makes
an error on the screen, the input is not accepted by CMS, and a
highlighted message instructs him with corrective measures and
places the cursor on the faulty entry. This capability of CMS
is helpful in not only preventing erroneous and invalid data
entries, but in serving as a self-training process for the
user. As the user encounters various error messages, he becomes
more familiar with the system and learns how to use it more
effectively.

3.2 Design Limitations of a Time-Share System

There are a number of limitations associated with the design of
CMS in its current form in the time sharing environment. These

limitations will not exist if CMS were to be implemented on a
stand-alone compute: as is envisioned for O'Hare in the future.

The time sharing environment where CMS resides does not allow
multi-tasking, and therefore control and communciation between
several terminals via a single program is not possible.
Therefore, in order to implement the multi-terminal concept
agsociated with CMS, three separate programs were prepared.

3-2
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Each program 1is compiled and stored separately and activated
from its display terminal. The use of three programs in this
fashion introduces additional constraints in terms of computer
resources and processing efficiency that otherwise would not
exist. The three programs within the CMS software package are
loaded simultaneously into the computer memory at execution time
requiring more processing resources than a single program. This
added to the fact that in the time sharing environment other
jobs are processed simultaneously affects the CMS response time
dramatically. Additionally, the cost associated with storing,
maintaining, and modifying the CMS software package is increased
considerably as a result of having multiple programs as opposed
to a single program,

Another limitation imposed by the time sharing environment on
CMS is in the area of automatic updating capability. Currently,

CMS can not provide automatic updating. Updating is done on
request since each program operates independently and is not

aware of the activities of the other programs.
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4, SOFTWARE ARCHITECTURE —3

4,1 Major Subsystems jj

CMS 1is a collection of three programs that are stored and -
compiled separately and operate independently. The programs g
work in parallel with each other; each accesses a central data _j
base containing all 1information on O'Hare status over the {
planning horizon.

The programs within the CMS software package consist of a q
collection of screens each containing a predetermined set of ]
information. In some cases there is an overlap of information
among several screens. For example, the current operating
configuration is indicated on as many as four separate screens.
Although the screens are not mutually independent (i.e., changes
in one screen may affect the contents of the others), they are
gself-contained in that they serve a specific purpose and are

acted upon separately.

Each screen within a program is considered to be a subsystenm,
consisting of routines that prepare the displayed data, control

the screen, and perform error checking and data validation
functions. Table 4-1 contains a 1list of all the screens

available within the CMS software package.

4.2 Flow of Control

There are two states associated with each program while 1t
operates: waiting state and execution state. When the program
is in the waiting state, a particular screen is displayed. As
long as the user does not request an update or a new screen, the
program remains in the waiting state. However, the user can

continue the use of the displayed screen by changing, deleting,
or adding data as desired. The program in waiting state
continues to perform the error checking and data validation
functions local to the displayed screen. As long as the user
does not initiate an update function or request a change of
screens, the displayed data remains local to the screen, and can
be restored to its original form without going through the data
base.

If the update function is initiated, or if a new screen is
requested, the program enters the execution state. Once in the
execution state, the central data base is accessed, its contents
are changed by the new data obtained from the displayed screen,

and then it is released. After the release of the data base is
completed, a number of pertinent calculations are performed with

4-1
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TABLE 4-1
LIST OF INPUT/OUTPUT DISPLAY SCREENS

1. Menu of Program Function Keys and Program Termination
2. Parameters

3. O'Hare Status Summary

4, Planning Log Selection

5. Wind and Weather Planning Log

6. Runway Conditions Planning Log

7. Equipment Planning Log

8. Demand Planning Log

9-10. Airport Status (Current/Forecast)

11-12. Runway Equipment Status (Current/Forecast)

13-14. Demand Profile (Current/Forecast)

15-16, Ordered List of Configurations (Current/Forecast)
17. Current Departure Queues

18. Ordered List of Transitions

19-20. Configuration Information (Current/Forecast)

.
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the new updated data. These include: wind components analysis,
runway minima computations, runway availability analysis,

configuration eligibility analysis, capacity calculations, and 1
demand balancing. At the end of the computations referred to
above, the program returns to waiting state by displaying the
new requested screen or updated previous screen,

4.3 Screen Control

AU R

CMS employs IBM's Display Management System (DMS) software
L package to provide the means for the user to communicate with it
) via menu type display screens., Each of the screens within the

- CMS is invoked by pressing a key on the display terminal
!I keyboard called program function key (PF key). There are twelve

. PF keys numbered 1 through 12 available on IBM's 3270 display
terminal keyboard or equivalent curreatly used by CMS. Figure
4-1 shows the layout of the display terminal's keyboard and the
placement of PF keys.

E The screens are predetermined and formatted in advance. They
L each contain permanent text fields that describe the type of
. information required on that screen. Also, each screen provides

a number of data fields where the user can input data or (MS can
display the required information. Figure 4-2 contains an
example of a CMS screen with its text and data fields. However,
1€ the data fields are used for information display only, then
they can be locked out so -as to not permit any entries. More-
over, DMS provides the capability to display both the text and
data fields in high intensity to help emphasize or bring to
attention certain types of information on the screen.

The loading and wunloading of the data onto and from various
screens are controlled by DMS. DMS recognizes the data in
character form only. Therefore, if a numerical input is
required (e.g., ceiling), CMS software contains special routines
that convert the data from numerical to character form and vice
versa internally before and after displaying them on the screen.

Once in the waiting state, CMS awaits user's response either in
the form of request for a new screen or data entry on the
screen, The new data enteries are not accepted by CMS unless
the ENTER key (see Figure 4-1) is pressed and no error is
detected. Pressing the ENTER key activates the screen's error
checking and data validation routines. These routines check
each new entry individually; if an erroneous or invalid data is
detected, a message of appropriate corrective action is 1issued
and that entry is highlighted with the cursor placed on it. In
some instances a new entry may cause a number of changes on
other data fields on the same screen. In these cases the local

4-3




| @

R “ e s e w-a& ay-
gl eSS A
o PPN
PRSI I
f . . [ e

v T N .
. B R () CRAONC A R DA AL LIRS O NP A N ) - e . e 0 y
N St e ST AR NN IR R . Lot B ‘+ e s o P e T DRl A R hirte A4 BN L
. et - AN AN SN RN e ae ety D A . R . I T T IR i .
g LR T . AT LT peLlaa L, L, R I S PP T IR S ' <
(
.

L B - s ey S Mt

Backtah Key

Tab Key New Line Key

S] 0000 080088310006
S0Q000E0000a [ 66006
S[@/000000000868000[000
O[3 0000000686803 00[000
O (= EREEE

/ N—

Horizontal & Vertical PF Keys
Positioning Keys

FIGURE 4-1
TYPEWRITER KEYBOARD AND
PROGRAM FUNCTION KEYS

4=4

TS RSN i T . . . L ' - - .
inkiituieihasineiun i inndessiniomsiondembnnimn du. dusinsia it dosietausdd e




- - - - et TS T YT TTYwTY —y -y PO —— L QENE A o o o2 o Paot e oo e o an s s comun on S n mn e ey o . e aas e 0 o0 4|J
4 1 T PR B A A NN . SRR [ 4“. . B T » ! -1 . O

ﬁ : 071314 VAVa GNV 1X3L j
S HLIM N33HOS V 40 J1dNVX3
Z-¥ 3uUNOl

evee

€GLT 1LV a3adols viva

2

i SO AL - S W VUL

1 | | jose jooz | 9 | € | £ | oLT| | | | | | 12¢ |
- ) | jos- jooz | 9 | € | ¢ | oLT1]| | | | | | ¥z¢e |
; | i jos* jooz | T | Lt | L | oLx| | | | I | 1L2 | n
- | | jos* 60z | T | L | L | oL} } | I I | 9Lz | 3
: 1 1 Jocs o0z | O | S | L | oL | | i | | 122 | _
. 1 | X Joo-zjooz | O | S | L | oLT| _ _ I | | 922 | o
1 I [sze JooT | o | v | ¢ | oL1] [ [ N B B (2 O R
3 | | X |oo°Tj€es | O | % | £ ] ocLT| | | | | | 99T | R
3 | | jos* Jjooz | o0 | £ | £ | oLT| | | | | I 16 | o
1 | I jog* jooz | O | ¢ | ¢ | oLt | | | | | 96 | >
: | | X |sz°T|coy | S | S | L | OLT]| | | | | | 1% | N
| | joge jooz | S | S | £ | oLT| | | I | | 4y | [
y |d3a |98V | SIA|TIAD|TIVI |SS¥D |13A| ¥iq| | 4004 |13M |d3Q|¥Y¥V| | T
| G3SOT1D | VHINIW | aNIM | ¥AY |J¥9 |J90S| WIAMOL | XM¥ | g
. e T T 0 7 (0 I I 0 T T o 0 T I 0 o o 2 e v T 0 B o G D e 0 € B e . i e S G = ——— - - ', L
a *°°3SN NI Y3V ¥€T XVMAIR e
; L **°T3A 00LT °°°°¥IQ :ANIA c
SL® ***SIA 009 ***17130 ‘XM SOTITIIVAILNAD noL q

T SALVIS LYOd¥IV INZ¥AND )
-, Q114 Vivda SAT1814 1xil RO




—

updates on the screen occur only after the new entries have gone
through the error checking and data validation routines. Figure
4-3 depicts a sample flow of control within each screen.

4.4 Differences in Structures of the Three Programs

The CMS software package 18 a collection of three separate
programs each dedicated to a different user within the O'Hare
facility. These three users are: the Assistant Chief (AC),
team supervisor of the tower cab (CAB), and the Airway
Facilities operations officer (AF). Since AC has the primary
responsibility of configuration selection, his program provides
a full access to all the available screens. In contrast, the
other two programs have only a limited access to all the
screens. Table 4-2 shows each program's screen availability.

Despite the differences in the number of available screens, all
three programs have similar structures., However, since the CAB
and AF programs do not have access to screens that perform a
number of planning functions for the AC, namely ordered list of
configurations and transitions screens, these programs do not
contain the routines that perform the computations in the
execution state (i.e., wind components, runway closure, capacity
analysis, etc).

Apart from the major differences between three programs
discussed above, there are some minor differences assoclated
mostly with the individual screens accessed by more than one
program. The planning log screens (i.e., wind and weather,
equipment, runway conditions) contain predesignated data entry
areas for each user. Although the same planning log screens are
accessed by different users, each user makes entries on
different part of these screens designated to him. Also, the AF
and CAB have access to a number of screens that are for display
only purposes, and are designed to lock out any attempted data
entries.
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TABLE 4-2

SCREEN AVAILABILITY FOR EACH USER

- PP TS SN P TEIN T WY

- CMS_SCREEN USER .
) AC CAB AF
O'Hare Status F NA NA
= Planning Log:
o Weather & Wind F* F NA
A Runway Equipment F* F NA
Runway Condition F* F NA
_ Demand F D NA
ij' Airport Status: Current F F NA
e Forecast F NA NA
. Runway Equipment Status: Current F D F
Forecast F NA NA
g Demand Profile: Current F NA NA
o Forecast F NA NA
i Ordered List of :
Configurations: Current F NA NA
Forecast F NA NA
Lo Configuration
o Information: Current F NA NA
) Forecast F NA NA
g Menu of PF Keys F F F
Parameters F NA NA
Current Departure Queue F F NA
- F-  Full Use

S NA - Not Available
D - Display Only
* - Indicates Partial Input Capability
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5.

CMS DATA BASE

All the information essential in describing O'Hare Airport over
the planning horizon are stored in a central data base. This
data base is housed in an external storage device (disk) and is
accessed by each of the three programs based on a given
protocol. As the users interact with CMS, the contents of this
data base are updated and made available to them,

5.1 Access Mechanism

In order to access the central data base, each program employs a
system subroutine COMMD (Reference 7). Subroutine COMMD causes
a program interrupt to issue a system command. In this case,
the system command issued by each program through subroutine
COMMD 1inks the disk storage housing the program to the one
containing the CMS data base. Once the link is established the
program can proceed by reading or writing data onto and from the

data base. After the CMS data base 1s updated, the subroutine
COMMD is called again and a system command is issued releasing
the disk containing the data base making it available for access

by other users.

5.2 Integrity Mechanism

Since all three programs may access the data base at any time, a
system protocol is established disallowing simultaneous access
of the data base. If a program issues a link command while the
data base is being accessed by another program, the second link
is not established and a return code is issued. After receiving
a 'not linked' return code, the program issues a wait command
via COMMD subroutine. The wait command causes a program
interrupt with no action taken for 5 seconds (actual time).
After expliration of 5 seconds, the program attempts another link
operation. This process continues until the program establishes
a successful link to the data base. With this mechanism the
simultaneous access of the data base by several users is
prevented,

5.3 Data Base Content

The CMS data base contains all information necessary to describe
O'Hare Airport over the planning horizon. This central data

file 1s read and written sequentially and contains the following
information:

- times when each screen within the CMS package is
written (stored) in the data base (character form),

5-1
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- Midway flag indicator, current operating configuration =

indicator, and current departure queue lengths
(numerical and character form),

- arrival and departure wind thresholds (character and
numerical form),

- information on airport status screens (current and
by forecast) not including those calculated by CMS
L (character and numerical form),

- information on equipment status screens (current and

i! forecast), -li

- equipment planning 1log messages (character and
numerical form),

- wind and weather planning log messages (character and
numerical form), Y
- runway conditions planning log messages (character and ;

numerical form), :1

- demand planning 1log information (character and
numerical form)

The format of the CMS data base is discussed in Appendix E.

5.4 Other CMS Data Files

There are a number of separate data files that contain the
information needed by CMS, but are not part of the CMS data
base. Since such information are of permanent nature, they are
read into the memory prior to the execution of CMS programs.
These files are the following:

- File RNWYMIN: contains ceiling and visibility minima

assoclated with each runway with various equipment
inoperable.

- File CNFGRQ: contains a list of availabdble
configurations with their associated fix assignments
and capacity file {ndices.

- File CAPACTY: contains capacity curves wused to
compute configuration capacities.
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- File TRAVEL: contains fix-to-runway nominal travel
times used in transition analysis,

- File DEPEND: contains exclusive dependence matrix
used in transition analysis.

- File OAGDMND: contains Official Airline Guide demand
profiles used for demand planning.

The formats associated with the above files are discussed in
Appendix E.
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SYSTEM DATA STRUCTURES AND TOP LEVEL PROCESSING

6.1 System Data Structures

The CMS data structures can be categorized in to six distinct
groups. In this subsection these groups are discussed. Volume
II contains a more detailed description in the form of
pseudocodes.

1. Data structures pertaining to information on the CMS
permanent data files (i.e., TRAVEL, DEPEND, CAPACTY, etc.).

2, Data structures pertaining to information on the CMS
calculated variables (i.e., demand balancing information,
configuration capacities, percentage of arrivals, etc.).

3. Data structures pertaining to screen variables: there are
two data structures associated with each screeu that
contain the information on that screen (numerical and
character form).

4. Data structures pertaining to current data base
information: these data structures contain the data read
from or written to the data base.

5. Data structures pertaining to original data Dbase
information: these data structures contain a copy of
current data base data structures at the time they are read
in; used when the data base is being updated to determine
what changes have occurred since the last update.

6. PF key variables: associated with each PF key there is a
variable i{identified by DMS and used to invoke various
screens.

6.2 Top Level Processing

The logic of the CMS top level processing given in this section
is that of the AC program, since it contair- complete collection
of the available CMS screens and performs <.l the functions of
CMS. Figure 6-1 shows the high level flow of control of the AC
program,

The following logic is used by the AC program:
- initfalization that includes reading of the permanent

CMS data files and assigning appropriate values to the
permanent CMS data structures.

6-1
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- entering the waiting state by displaying the menu ]
screen and awaiting the user's response.

- interpreting the wuser's request for new screen,
termination, or update.

- entering the execution state.

- choosing a new screen or function.
- reading the current version of data base and setting .
the original, current, and screen data structures. 4
-4
- merging different versions of the data base to obtain
the most recent one.
- writing the most recent version back onto data base.
- releasing the data base. -i
- performing a number of analyses and preparing the
calculated variables of CMS. -
- displaying the new requested screen (waiting state). -
CMS makes use of three different versions of the data base: the ”%
original version saved at the time when the data base is 1
accessed, the current version which reflects any changes made by 4
the user, and the central data base, which is the latest '
version, accessed at the time of update and which may contain ]
changes made by other users. ]
4

In order to merge different versions of CMS data base contents
to obtain the most recent one, the following rule is followed:
{f the current data base information is not the same as the
original copy of the data base saved at the time of last update,
then the information obtained from the last screen is the most
recent version, otherwise the central data base information is
used. Additionally, for computing the calculated variables of
CMS the following analyses is performed:

- Compute visibility and ceiling minima based on
equipment status,

- Compute crosswind and tailwind components of the wind.
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i
- Determine runway closures. 4
- Compute north and south demands based on Fix-to-Runway 1
assignments.
- Compute capacity and saturation (demand balancing) for :
each configuration. J
1
- Update departure runways for current configuration. ]
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CMS SCREENS

In this section each screen within the CMS software package is
defined and the 1logic associated with 1ts operation, error

checking, and data validation routines are given in form of high
and low level pseudocodes.

7.1 Menu and Parameter Screens

The menu display screen is designed to serve two purposes.
First, it displays a 1list of all the available screens and
functions and their associated program function keys - analogous
to a book's table of contents - to help the user in remembering
how to access a particular screen or initiate a specific
function. Second, it is used for program termination. Figure
7-1 shows a sample of menu screen for the AC program.

The parameter screen 1s designed to allow the AC to set the
airport's arrival and departure crosswind and tailwind

thresholds. These thresholds are used by the AC program to
determine when a runway becomes 1ineligible due to excessive
wind. Figure 7-2 contains a sample of parameters screen.

7.2 O'Hare Status Summary Screen

The purpose of the O'Hare status summary display screen is to
provide the AC with an overview of the current operating
conditions of the airport. For this purpose, the prevailing
wind and weather conditions, as well as the current operating
configuration and its capacity are displayed. Also shown 1s the
relationship of the capacity for the current runway
configuration to the maximum capacity achievable for current
conditions.

In addition to the above summary information, the bottom half of
the O'Hare status screen contains a number of messages from the
wind/weather, airport, and equipment planning logs. These
messages serve as a reminder to the AC of what changes are
expected, or recently have been made. Figure 7-3 shows a sample

of O'Hare status summary screen.

7.3 Planning Log Screens

In order to facilitate the communication among the three users
of CMS, a system of interconnected planning log screens are
provided. These screens do not affect any of the status screens
within the CMS system. Each user of CMS has access to all or a
number of the planning log screens, wutilizing them to
communicate with the other users about the upcoming changes that

7-1

P )

1

.




OV HO4 SAIN 4d 40 NNIN
-4 3UNOI

A AR 2 2 2 2 R A A R A A R e A A R A R R R R R S R RSS2 22 2SS 2R RS2 22 2 3 2

2 ¥
¥ ¥
L g ¥
2 ¥
¥ ***,.X., WAINT “NOISSIS SIHI FLVNIKYAL Ol ¥
¥ ¥
¥ L
» it e bttt S e - ————— ¥
™ TANVd d3XVIdSIA 40 XdODQIVH* *°T Vd ™
» ¥
¥ VIVd dF¥01lS XTISNOIATYd Ol NINLAY°°°ZT dd ¥
" SYALAWVIVA/NOILVNIRIIL WVYO0Ud ¥ SXAN 4d J0 ANAR °°TT1 dd ¥
» A9AATMONNOV* * 0T 4d ¥
2 ¥
™ (1SVD3¥0d/INTYIND) NOILVWIOANI NOIIVINOIANOD°°°8 dd ¥
¥ SNOILISNVIL 40 ISIT QIYIAQYO0/SINAND FUNLIVAId INI¥IND°*° L dd ¥
¥ (1SVDO3¥0d/INITYAND) SNOIIVINDIANOD 40 ISIT @IAYIAYO°°°*9 4d ¥
¥ (1lSVOFW0d/INIYUND) HTI40¥d ANVRWIAQ**°*S dd x
» (1SVO3¥0d/INTYIND) SNALVIS INAWIINDA AVMNAU°°°*y dd ¥
¥ (1lSVO3404d/INIYUND) SALVIS 1HO0dYIV °°€ dd ¥
¥ L ]
™ $901 9NINNVId**°2Z 4d ¥
¥ X4VRKAS SNLVIS FAYVH,0°°*°T J4d ¥
¥ T T T T T T T o T e e o o 0 = 0 0 0 o o 0 e e o e o o o o o o e e L
* ¥
» SXAX 44 40 NNIKW ¥
L L
ERERREREXRSXFREFXRRERSERRERFEXEXREX LN ERFRESEFEREN R LR R R ER RN EREEX R LN RREEREREREY




'A Daderas s 4 4« ...-ﬂtnﬂlic 8 4 SR A A SONC I S A .44‘..1.11.1.-..-.’. _-..-<-<4.-4
. - R . : W L e PRI

14
-
-

JV HO4 SH3ALINVUVd
¢-L 3UNOId

PUPE O R P

LA AR A A X R 2 R A S R R R R R A A R R R A R L R R R R RS R R R S R S22 X2 S S 2 S 2 X

LT GO Sy

SSYT IV QIYOLS VIVd

O0°GI s *HINLAVdEA

°‘°.H0.0-..ol looog<>HmM<

-

0°ST " *HYNLAVIIA

°0°H..o.c..ooco.ﬂ<>H¢m<

SATOHSIYHL ANIMSSOID

¥ ¥
¥ ]
¥ ¥
¥ ¥
¥ ¥
¥ ¥
¥ *
» ¥
¥ ¥
¥ ¥
¥ ¥
¥ »
»
¥ ¥
¥ SSATOHSTAYHIL ANIMTIVI x
¥ ]
¥ ¥
¥ x
¥ *
¥ ¥
¥ ¥
¥ ¥
¥ »
¥ »
¥ ¥
¥ SYFLIRVIAVA ¥
¥ ¥
¥ ¥

AR LA A 22 2 R L R AR R R R R R R R R R R R R SRS R E 2 X




Y

YT WYY

* T raadry - o et A " Rl s i P a2 B et L SR SN APty PR i i . A

OV HOd4 SNLVLS FUVH.O
€-4 3UNOid

AR Al R i R R R A R R R R P R R R R R R R A S 2 RSS2 X R X2

¥ L
» - »
» TZ91 1V Q3¥0LS VIVAd «
¥ L 3
¥
L ¥
x S¥IVd3ad Sl STV 1Z¢ S1€e ¥
M S¥IVdIY SI1O SIV  1Z¢ 002 ¥
¥ . S1L¥ TIIH  ¥ZZ 0002 ¥
» yyxy SAONVHD dAIALDIAIXT xsxxxs ¥ g
» ’ ¥ <
¥ SQNO0TO AIWALIVIS € 090 aNIM O0FET x o
¥ Sano1d aIVALLVIS 0S°¢% 000¢ XM 00¢€T ¥
" S10 T4IH ¥ZZ 0021 * 4
¥ ¥¥x¥y SAIONVHD INFOAY swwx * .
¥ ’ ¥
¥ SANIT *+*770408 "
L g : L 3 K
¥ XA1IOVAVD FTTAVIIVAV LSIHOIH 40 X%6 IV XIIODVAVD % ‘
¥ L
™ 90Z **°*X1I10VdV) 12¢ ¥9Z€ °*°°d3q 16 ¥6 ¥y WYV .
» ] -
» € 13A 090 ° ~°¥IA :ANIAM 0S°*% °**°*SIA 0006 °*°*°T1IFD :XM *
L ] L
¥ SNlvVisS F¥VH,O M
» » o
* ¥ 4
l*itlt*iliitt#l#tt#il#tltl%RClt#%i#C#i##i&li*#iﬁﬂlil*#*#i#ffil##llt######l*####
o
e e




- hiind aath S M Shah Ak Jad It St Shal MagPidt At S SRRt A A A

)
K
k
K
{
R
k
4
1
Y
1
|

LY

are expected pertaining to runway conditions, weather —
conditions, equipment status, and demand levels at the airport.

7.3.1 Selection Screen

The purpose of the planning log selection screem 1is to .
consolidate the accessing methods of the planning logs that are -

provided for the AC program. Figure 7-4 contains a sample of y
planning log selection screen. The planning logs accessed via :

this screen are: Y

1. weather and wind planning log
2, airport conditions planning log

3. equipment planning log
4. demand planning log

7.3.2 Weather and Wind Plannigg Log Screen

The purpose of the weather and wind planning log screen is to
serve as a communication tool for both the AC and team
supervisor of the tower cab (CAB) in relaying information about
the expected changes 1in the airport's weather and wind
conditions. ©Usually, such information is entered into CMS by
the CAB position, and then is used by the AC; however, the AC
can enter appropriate messages in the lower half of the screen
designated for him/her.

Figure 7-5 shows a sample of weather and wind planning 1log
screen. The types of information entered on this display screen
include the time, ceiling, visibility, wind direction, and
velocity., Additionally, a remark field is provided for any free
formatted comments that the user may deem necessary to include.

7.3.3 Airport Runway Conditions Planning Log Screen

The purpose of the airport runway conditions planning log screen
is to serve as a communication tool for both the AC and CAB in
relaying information about the runway surface and braking
conditions, and runway closures. Usually, such information is

entered into CMS by the CAB position, and then 1is displayed by
the AC; however, the AC can enter appropriate messages in the

lower half of the screen designated for him,

Figure 7-6 contains a sample of airport runway conditions
screen. The types of information entered on this display screen

include time, runway ID, surface and/or braking conditions, and
runway opening/closures. Additionally, a remark field is

7-5
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provided for any free formacted comments that the user may deem
necessary to include.

7.3.4 Equipment Planning Log Screen

The purpose of equipment planning log screen is to serve as a |
communication tool among the AC, AF, and CAB positions 1in ~3

relaying information about the various equipment outages on
different runways at the airport. Usually, such information is

entered into CMS by the AF position, and then is displayed by

the AC and CAB; however, the AC can enter approprite messages in
the lower half of the screen designated for him.

Figure 7-7 shows a sample of equipment planning log screen. The
types of information on this display screen include the runway
ID, type of equipment, time the outage has occurred or 1is
expected, and the time that that piece of equipment is expected
to return to service. Additionally, a remark field is provided

for any free formatted comments that the user may deem necessary
to include.

7.3.5 Demand Planning Log Screen

In order for the AC to use CMS as a planning tool in selecting
new configurations, detailed information about the traffic
demand at O'Hare airport 1s needed. The demand planning log
screen 1is designed to display a set of predetermined demand
numbers that are based on the Official Airline Guide (0AG), and

historical data for AC's use. The AC has the option to change
any of the displayed data depending on the airport's current
traffic profile. This screen contains hourly accounts of the
total number of arrivals and departures based on the OAG that
are expected at O'Hare, and their respective fix distributions.
Figure 7-8 contains a sample of demand planning log screen.

7.4 Alrport Status Screens

There are two screens assoclated with the airport status:
current and forecast. The purpose of these two screens (current
and forecast) is to serve both as communication and planning
" tools for the AC. The current airport status screen provides
... the AC with the latest airport information entered and updated
;—‘ by the CAB position, as well as computed by CMS. The AC is also
b permitted to change or modify any of that information. In
o contrast, the forecast airport status screen is used only by the
515 AC for planning purposes. The AC can enter the forecast airport
{?1 rondition on this screen, and later use them to determine the
- favorableness of different configurations in terms of transition
L & and capacity impacts.
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