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ABSTRACT

Fhe United States Military Academy uses the Whole Candidate concept in the selection of
candidates for admisstion. This concept encompasses three broad areas: academics,
leadership potential, and physical condition and aptitude, This report compares the
p;e-college perfomm:e of members of the Class of 1987 with previous classes in these
three areas.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

I. PURPOSE. This report contains information, for rapid reference, comparing the pre-
college performance of members of the Class of 1987 with previous classes in the areas
of academics, leadership potential, and physical condition and aptitude,

I1. METHOOOLOGY. Data displayed in this report were obtained from the following
sources:

A. Academic Performance: High School Transcripts, American College
Tests and College Entrance Examination Board Tests.

B. Physical Performance: Physical Aptitude Exam.

C. Leadership Potential: An index developed from combining extra-
cur;icu}ar and athletic activities with high school faculty
evaluation,

I1I. RESULTS.

A. The mean SAT-Math score (636) for cadets in the Class of 1987 is six points
higher than the average mean score of the last nine years and the mean SAT-Verbal score
(559) 1s four points higher. The mean HSR in the Class of 1987 is the highest in ten
years. Cadet performance in high school and on the College Board exams has resulted n
a CEER score which 1s the highest on record.

B. The Class of 1987 Physical Aptitude Exam Score for wmen (567) is nine points
higher than the average for the last nine years.

C. The mean Leadership Potential Score (608) is the highest in 10 years, and
thirteen points above the mean score for the Class of 1986. The Class of 1987 is the
second class to be admitted using the new faculty evaluation form.

D. The mean Whole Candidate Score for cadets f{n the Class of 1987 (6013) is
nearly a hundred points above the mean score of the last nine years and is the highest
mean score recorded by any entering class,

Iv. CONLUSIONS.

A. Acadamic Qualifications: The scadewic qualifications of cadets place them n
the top 10-15% of college bound high scheol senfers. College Doard scores for the Class
of 1987 have recovered to neor the ten year high 1n sceres while the national average
has stabfifzed Selow the ten yeer high for college-bewnd hgh scheol sentors.

B. Physical Qualificattons: The Physical Aptitude Exam scores of male codets have
MM u}im increase over the Yast ten years while the scores of Tumele codets
stable.

hve
Qualffications: The Leadersiiip Petentia)l Score, & masure of the
in condidutes l‘l’ yoars

C.
qulities of + has risen for the Class of o Ofter ten
during which there was Vittla change.

0. The M11tsry Acotany is continuing to attract eutstending candidates.

1
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I. INTRODUCTION

A.  Background,

1. This report, along with the nnrtay scter
(Mugust 1983) and New cmts and Other Con g 04 : 987 (due spring,
1984), comprise the three gen reports preg ,L ce of Institutional
::snrch to describe the cms of 1987 at the tiln t chss entered the Military

2. The same reports were propand for the Classes of 1971 through 1986 and stmilar
reports are planned for each future class vhen it enters the Military Academy.

8. Purpose. This report campares the pn-con:go-perfomm of members of the Class
o:d lsiziamfﬁ previous classes in the areas of fcs, leadership, physical condition
and aptitude,

I1. METHODOLOGY

A. Data Collectig Data displayed ia this report were oﬁnfm fron tho following
sources:

1. . Academic performance: High School Transcripts,
American College Tests, and College Eatrance
‘Examination Board Tests.

2. _Physical performance: Physical Aptitude Em

Sdmt Activities and Mards: klf—rw by cadets
1 ‘"‘imm ddninfstered during Basic.
rain .

4. Leadership Potnutial. An index developed from com-
bining extracurricular and athletic activities with
high school faculty evaluations. .

8. Definitions.

1. CEER comrmmmmmmmmn s
Rank Scores combined statistically.

2. HSR Bigh Scheo! Rask score,

3. LS m-um Scorny.:
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111, RESULTS
A. Academic Characteristics.

1. The mean College Entrance Examination Board and American College Test scores
for the Classes of 1983 through 1987 for admitted cadets are: ’ ’ ‘

1987 o .

M F Total 1986 1985 1984 1983
SAT-Y 557 8§72 559 560 . 549 552 $60
SAT-M 639 607 636 631 620 623 626
ACT-EN 23.4 24.0 23.5 23.4 23.3 23.2 23,2
ACT'M 29.2 28-1 29.1 2809 2806 28.9 28.9
ACT-HS 29,5 2709 29-2 ZGJ 2&.7 a-’ ”ol
HSR 578 616 556 565

583 580 570

2. The mean SAT-V score for men in the Class of 1987 is higher than that of 87% of
male secondary school senfors nationwide who took the test; and the mean score for women
cadets is higher than 89% of female students who comprise the national norm. Male mean
SAT-M scores were higher than 82% of the national norm for male students; the mean score
for women cadets was sbove 50K:of the netional sorw for women. The mgint of cadets on
the American College Test scores were well above the national sample of students at 291
four year colleges. On average, male and female cadets outscored 87% of students in the
national sample on ACT-English, The mean ACT-Math for male cadets is higher than 92X of
the norm; that for female cadets 1s above 94% of women in the sample. WNale cadets'
average ACT-Natural Science score fs above 84% of their morm group, female cadets aver-
aged above 89% of the female norm groups. :

3. The mean scores of all college-bound high school seniors, aaticawide, on the
Scholastic Aptitude Tests have héld steady for the pist four years, but have yet to
recover from their steep decline 1n previous years. For USHA the decline fn mean SAT
scores has been less: C ’

SAT-verbsl |

1967 1983 % Decline

n F  m F

USMA 574 - 887 872
Natfonwide 463 m

£
108

R
%

O




8. %‘ﬂn average Physical Aptitude Examination score of 567 for men
int 113 7 1s nine: points sbove the average score for the previous nine

classes, and shows a sli increase over the mean score for the Class of 1986, The

women 1n the Class of 1987 had & mean PAE score of 523, which 15 the same as the mean
sconform in the Class of 1986. It should be noted that PAE tests for men and
women are scored on different items and thus are not comparable. The mean PAE for all
candidates is shown in Table 2.

C. Leadership Potential. The Leadership Potential Scores are dertved from the ratings
of ca es r secondary school teachers and evaluations by admissions officials
of quality of participation by candidates in athletic and other school and community
activities. The mean LPS for the class (608) is efght points higher than the mean of
the previous nine classes. It s higher than the average score sttained by any class

" since the Class of 1977. Léadership Potential Scores for the Classes of 86 and 87 were.
calculated based on a new faculty evaluation nom, which may effect comparisons with
earlier classes. A graphic comparison of the distribution of scores in the Class of
1987 with that in the candidate popuhﬂon is provided in Figure 3,

D. Overall uur!gtgrisygs

1. The Whole Candidate Score is a nightcd scon consisting of 60 percent CEER (or
ACEER), 30 percent LPS, and 10 percent PAE. The distribution of the WCS for the Class
of 1987 is shown below. ’

7600-8000 0 .9
7000-7499 4 0.3
6500-6999 121 8.5
60006459 ®%3 45.5
5500-5999 531 37.0
5000-5499 124 8.6
4500-4999 _2 01
' | 1438

Mhan = 6013 Standerd Deviation o 367

2. Awmkmﬁm«thmwmnouum 11 in each LS
;:muzumw«mmmmm1m:mmnm‘ismtn

e
yoors, The womm &ummwsmmmutmun o




3. The PAE scores for mn show a slight rise for the c;um of 1978 through 1981, &_)

\ and have ramained fairly constant fn later classes (Figure 9

) 4. The HSR remained fatrly constant for the Classes of 1978 through 1984, ud has
risen steadily for the three most racent classes, mmnformﬂusofiuﬂsﬂn
highest for .ten year period (Figure 10).

5. The WCS has risen for the Classes of 1986 and 1987 after a tno ,yur period of
decline. The Class of 1987 is the first class in which the mean WCS axceeds 6000.

1. Tables 3 and 33 give 1af6mt‘lon on the bwkmd ‘activities and awards of
entering cadets of the Classes of 1979 through 1987.

2. Cadets in the Class of 1987 were actml{ favolved in diverse extracurricular
and athletic activities in high school. In this invilvement they are similar to pre-
vious classes. Eighty-seven percent of the Class of 1987 earned varsity letters and 48
percent were team captains. Over 26 percent hald an elactive high school class office
during their senfor year. Twenty-four percent were Boys'/Girls' State Representatives.
Forty-four percent were scouts, with mr 8 pormt mm the rank of Esgle Scout.

v mus:us
1. e Qualificat} The mean CO“&M scores of edlts have followed the
genera ? ﬂkﬂm fn stores has been only about
half of tho national norm. w-m scores of cadets have m strongly in recent
yeoars,
2. Wx lh Pmicﬂ AP&M Exom m d mele cadets have
shown & s rmmmmmmumm«f-mcm have
remained stable.
3. TR Ladvrshﬁ ..ﬂ)mhl Sun. a mu of the quali-

-for caduts 1n the Class of 1987
:: M fmu avaluations of

Aip Th cahdidates, is higher ori
; tmnredusiatlnumm - VIS, -
j the new cadets by adwissions ofﬂctﬂs ond my

: _wwmmmmmwmummu
g that: the mmumu
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TABLE 1

DISTRIBUTION OF scmrg g'um ucc%scoago'xggs SCORE COMPONENTS
Male Female
Academic Physical Physical Leadership
— N
M. 2 M. _$3 M. 3 N, % M. %
750-800 4 0 o o 19 2 2 1 3 0
70749, 52 5 2 5 4 7 4 82 6
650-699 155 16 60 13 121 10 6 3 323 22
600-649 325 33 “o 31 202 16 17 10 34 28
550.500 263 27 137 30 03 24 M 19 367 26
| 500-549 163 16 79 18 283 22 N 18 197
C) 450499 23 2 7 2 26 16 32 18 55 4
400-449 10 2 0 6 5 .4 25 12 1
3399 0 -0 0 0 o o 32 1 o
005 o0 o o0 0o 1 @ . ‘o’ 0 - 1 o
250.299 6 o o. 0 1 0 0. o o o
200249 0 O 0o o o o 0o o0 o o
Total m 1435
e




| TABLE 2

MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR CEER, LPS, PAE
g AND WCS, CLASS OF 1987

CEER LPS PAE* WCS
N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD

A 7780 545 86 12162 550 82 6185 521 105 10859 5439 634
T 2958 584 69 4372 582 75 4378 532 95 4361 5788 479
M 2673 585 69 3969 583 75 3974 536 94 3960 5798 477
c 986 605 58 . 1435 608 63 1255 567 79 1435 6013 367

*PAE for admitted cadets is shown for male cadets only, so that more valid comparisons
can be made with prior years. Means and standard deviations of PAE for candidates is
for male and female combined.

MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR ACEER, ACT-EN,
P ACT-MA, AND ACT-NS, CLASS OF 1987
ACEER ACT-EN ACT-MA ACT-NS -
N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD
A 3153 550 90 3153 22.0 4.2 3153 26.4 5.4 3153 27.6 4.7 ?
T 1405 585 68 1405 23.3 3.3 1405 28.3 3.8 1405 29,0 3.7 :
M 1289 585 67 1289 23.3 3.3 1289 28.4 3.8 1289 29.0 3.7 i
- c 449 600 58 449 23.4 2.9 449 29.1 3.2 449 29.2 3.5 f'

MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR SAT-V, SAT-M, AND
- HSR, CLASS OF 1967 o
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