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UNITED STATES INVOLVEMENT IN LOW INTENSITY CONFLICT SINCE WORLD WAR II:
THREE CASE STUDIES - GREECE, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND VIETNAM, by Major
Ralph W, Hinrichs, Jr., USA, 128 pages.

This study attempts to analyze the causes and results of U.S. involve~ N
ment in low intensity conflict since World War II in three case studies AR
to determine if there are specific indicators that would suggest the A
nature of future involvement of the United States in low intemsity con- A
flict situstions, The investigation is focused on an analysis of his- BN
torical experience within the context of low intensity conflict as ‘ -

depicted on the conflict spectrum and defined within the study. The

case studies include the entire Greek Civil War from 1947 to 1949, the

first weeks of the Dominican intervention in 1965 and U.S. involvement ¢
in South Vietnam during the advisory effort, 1961 to mid-1965.

Investigation reveals that there are many commonalities as well as
disparities among different case studies of low intensity conflict.
Further investigation of these case studies with respect to current U.S.
doctrine for internal defense and development suggests that the current
doctrine is viable, and entails more than a simple military solution to
a case of low intensity conflict. Several conclusions are reached which
may influence future U.S. involvement in low intensity conflict. These
conclusions are concerned with Communist containment, rules of
engagement, country tzam coordination, internationalization efforts,
external support and U.S. Army doctrine.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Low intensity conflict or LIC, a relatively new term in our
vocabulary, is being studied with increasing interest. LIC has become
synonomous with the myriad insurgencies that promise to change the
political, social, and economic order of numerous countries. It has
come to represent everything from invidious terrorist attacks throughout
the world to the continuing Soviet involvement in Afghanistan or the
insurgency in El1 Salvador.

After World War II, low intensity conflict became the modern way
of war. While the bulk of the military budgets of the superpowers goes
towards the prevention of nuclear war, LIC has become the normative form
of military activity. For those who cannot afford to wage conventional
war, LIC is an adequate substitute for a "poor man's war.," While nu-
clear deterrence strategy has been successful to date, low and mid
intensity conflict has been endured in every part of the world; endured
some might say to prevent crossing the threshold to nuclear warfare.
Just as the advocates of armored blitzkrieg, aerial bombardment, and
amphibious landings sought a means to circumvent or nullify the holo-
caust of infantry stalemate after World War I, so the successful advo-
cates of irregular warfare have used LIC in order to achieve desired
social and political change, considering that the major powers would not

think the effort a worthwhile cause to escalate into major power con-

frontation.
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From the Greek Civil War following World War II to the Grenada
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incursion in 1983, the United States' recent history is fiiled with
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examples of involvement in LIC. There is an abundance of literature
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concerning this subject. Theories abound on how to conduct irregular .
warfare in any setting. For the most part, these works are on particu-
lar aspects; world regions, types of conflict, personal experiences, and

’ other points of viewv too numerous to mention. There appears to be,

hovever, no single source that deals with U.S. involvement in this area

‘ ‘ using a comparative approach from a military point of view. A compar-
’ able analysis of U.S. military involvement in lovw intensity conflict
since World War II is, therefore, the purpose of this study.
The following questions will be used to advance this analysis:

1. Whet conditions prompted U.S. military involvement? Were they

a-v_#
10 % o
-~

political, social, or economic? What were the relations between the _’ :
t."“é:‘“

United States and the country in question prior to U.S. military in- "f;';i
' AN

H
‘a'

volvement? What were the interests of the United States? What was the
specific goal? ‘

2. What, if any, vere the limitations placed on the involvement?

By Whom?72d Werebshereitroop vailings, time limits or use of force limita-

[
»
9,

tions? s Bid the'wenle 0f1U8. ianvolvement change over time? t\,,:;
ST
3oniret "'wasothe and' préduce iof U.S. involvement? Were military » Ef-,:f“
- ':\::"V.
goals and bbjectivestealized? : P¥iitical goals? Was a problem solved?
4, HoWwem1thUiS: militaryjiaffected? Was there any doctrinal ,?‘:*
NN
evolution? > «Were thereiotganizational changes? Did military strategy or g%-;;.
tactics change because of the involvement? PN
These questions will form the basis for analyzing U.S. involve- \\
LR AW .
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ment in low intensity conflict, the answers to which, it is hoped, may
give an insight into what can be expected in the future.

The scope of the foregoing questions indicates the need for a
study of this nature. While there is abundant material on the subject,
there is no particular study that compares historical, U.S. case studies
of involvement in LIC with an eye to the future. The utilization of
past experiences to predict the feasibility of future U.S. military

involvement in this type of conflict is only natural.

Methodology

To accomplish the purpose of this study, three incidents of U.S.
involvement in low intensity conflict will be analyzed as case studies
to answer the above questions. Following the analyses of these case
studies, a correlation will be made to show any commonality that may be
present, An attempt to tie the different incidents together with common
threads will allow for the understanding of any patterns for U.S. mili-
tary involvement in low intensity conflict in the p'ast and whether the
same can be anticipated in the future, a desired end product of this
study. DL ensW JNE ST L 3Eiiv

Before proceeding, necessaryl iparapetersyaseds-tol bef established.
A working definition of low intensity caiflbct’mustsrhe heftablished for
use throughout this study. There- i -priobeblynmose-disegreement in arriv-
ing at a definition than any:p$hesq issher ifuthe Sdekd:¢dc elaborate, a
working definition of low inteopity copflict>from:ArsguF¥ 100-20 divides
the subject into two separate 4ixpes:assit is-eddnaanedcsolely by the
U.S. Army: cmy vyt afd to 92Lku9d sgAL . .
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TYPE A. Internal defense and development assistance
operations involving actions by U.S. combat forces to
establish, regain, or maintain control of specific land
areas threatened by guerrilla warfare, revolution, sub-
version, or other tactics aimed at internal seizure of
powver,

TYPE B. Internal defense and development assistance

operations involving U.S. advice, combat support, and .

[ combat service support for indigenous or allied forces

engaged in establishing, regaining, or maintaining

control of specific land areas threatened by guerrilla

;} warfare, revolution, subversiYn, or other tactics aimed
at internal seizure of power.

e L]
LA

This broad definition separates LIC into a combat and other than combat

category. It is only used as it relates to U.S. involvement and is

really an internal defense and development definition rather than a low
intensity conflict definition. A second, broader definition is provided
by Sam Sarkesian:
Low intensity conflict . . . refers to the range of
activities and operations on the lower end of the con-
! flict spectrum involving the use of military or a varie-
- ty of semi-military forces (both combat and noncombat)
x on the part of the intervening power to influence and
> compel the adversafy to accept a particular politico-
military condition,
In analyzing these definitions, the following questions come to
mind. Do both.of tlese! reyuire third party involvement? Both defini-
tions indicate intervention, the first case by the U.S. and in the

second by a "power.," It would seem that both definitions take on cer-

‘."20 )
tain aspects of ethnocentrism in confronting LIC. An improved definition
ant vt hasedibar er o,a0 i ’

of low intensity conflict is under study at the present. It does away
Y1 oasW hivovw osoniez toilin

with the typical U.S, view and appears to cover the entire spectrum,

) ~ rw DLY Y 29287 a9ty L

Oy Although not officially recognized by the U.S. Army to date, this defi-

< ~vsoad neeofn nead Lved s -

nition will be more wﬁgfly accepted than those listed above and reads:
Tl Aaw1u 6 LW

The limited use of force for political purposes by na-
tions -Or vigalkzariions in order to coerce, control, or
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defend a population, to control or defend a territory,

or to establish or defend rights. It includes military

operations by or against irregular forces, peacekeeping

operations, terrorism, counterterrorism, and rescues and

military assistance under conditions of armed opposi-

tion. This form of conflict does not includg protracted

engagement of opposing regular armed forces.

Since it is the purpose of this study to concern itself with
U.S. involvement in LIC, it would seem that a simple adjustment of the
foregoing definitions would suffice to allow for the investigation of
the problem. The following will be added to arrive at a final defini-
tion of LIC for the purpose of this study. The lower limiting factor of
LIC will be that with military interest, that is, intervention by the
U.S. with military advisors and the upper limitation will be the conven-
tional use of combat forces. The other assumption that is usually made
and acéepted in the study of LIC is that of the asymmetry of opposing
forces, i.e., there is usually a distinct difference between the actors
such as well armed conventional forces opposing poorly armed and
equipped irregular forces., Therefore, the operational definition of LIC
for the purpose of this study will be as stated in the last definition

and further limited to fall between military advisors and conventional

use of combat forces against opposing symmetrical:or conventional combat

forces. A L nelsaeuealint 9t ba.
san locw 37 "oraveg" oowe
Scope

IR S AN IS INCIRTE SE T CaNE AN R RETe
The scope of the study will be, as indicated by the title, U.S.

ite o yapnn =i i T1aas virensc
involvement in low intensity conflict since World War II., To further

conges boe walv L2 asoiges
limit the scope for study here, three cases of LIC will be investigated
v basirneyy ¢liel2i130 30
and analyzed. These incidents have been chosen because they fall at
Ladqenns ylebiw svom ad
different points on our conflict spectrum. The Greek Civil War involved

w1 o seug Fettizi!l o
the use of U.S. military advisors to sucuesafully defeat a communist

1-5
Cm available te DTIC does not
permit fully logible teproduction
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o insurgency in 1949, the first incidence of U.S. involvement since World Nk
War II. The Dominican Republic Crisis of 1965 involved the use of U.S. :
Z\: ::'n'.
N combat forces to intervene and prevent the continuation of a civil war ’
"' in that country. Finally, the Vietnam War has been chosen because it o
) includes operations through the entire spectrum of the operational o e
definition. The Vietnam War will be limited to that time period where
: our operational definition of low intensity conflict is valid, the o
i period from 1961 to 1965, With the understanding that conventional :—
' combat as well as the advisory effort took place after 1965, the intent :'::Zj
is to analyze that period prior to full scale involvement of U.S, '-"_:';-é
7 . R
conventional combat forces. -
Each situation will be addressed independently to answer the k
questions set forth earlier. Then the situations will be analyzed by RE
.:’ '_“
" comparing and contrasting them to test for similarities and differences t
; n.‘.-
':: among them, In this respect, a prediction of the feasibility of U.S. o
*n .: :
L military involvement in future situations of low intensity conflict may ::2;.
{l ’ ,_.;:
be generated. :
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CHAPTER 2
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

In order to set the stage for the study of United States in-
volvement in low intensity conflict, an examination of selected litera-
. ture is necessary. The literature, in abundance concerning the subject

of low intensity conflict, includes conflicting definitions of what it
is, what it is not, where it works, where it does not, not to mention
the many variations of LIC available within the entire spectrum of
conflict.

Low intensity confliét is an amalgamation of many different

things. As in the operational definition, LIC iﬁvolves violence below

the level of opposing conventional forces involved in protracted war on

the battlefield. Low intensity conflict, in accordance with the defini-

tion adopted earlier, is the limited use of force for political pur-
poses. This would lead a social scientist or economist to disagree with
the given definition since they would want to define LIC within the
scope of their own fields. For example, in the context of insurgency,
three primary factors present in developing nations which may lead to it
are political, social, and economic.1 A fourth factor, the military,
must be considered since many developing nations are greatly influenced

by it. Therefore, LIC is of interest to a broad based audience, hence

the difficulty in defining . it,

4 -
P

)
G

Low intensity conflict, when it has reached the point of visi-
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bility so that it may be classified as LIC by the operational definition i--

s

set forth in the previous chapter, has already progressed through many !
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ar levels of violence or levels in which the use of some type of force has e
E E.':;j'
i been applied., The purpose of this review of literature is to trace some RN
D of the major works in this area, including general works on the use of j
N £os
e force, levels of violence, works of an historical nature concerning LIC, F.\“a
P~ Rl
., If‘._-'fa

1R and finally works that are related to this study. The purpose is not to e
- L“‘r’

- give a synopsis of those works used in the case studies that follow, but e
rather to examine the phenomena of low intensity conflict from a threat- >
counterthreat point of view as given in the literature, ,____

Roots of Political Violence '*E

3 A3
:-J n:‘;"-:
Serious study of violence on the lower end of the spectrum did 'E;:
. not begin in ernest until the decade of the 1960's, There were, how- :.F:'
! . )‘l

-* A

Z"'_ ever, already books in print concerning revolutionary war, published by :~S§'-
»72e
- those who had been successful in achieving political goals through the 36,
35 use of low level violence, the most notable being by Mao Tse Tung. In
-
<. Harry Eckstein's book, Internal War (1964), several authors explore the i
- i
" different aspects of internal war. According to the Eckstein, there is ::::f;j
no correlation between the obsession we have with internal war, its :

subordinate forms of political violence and the writings by social .

scientists in this arena.? By observing the date of the book, 1964, one ,:j:;'

.E 3% | canad

5 can see that Eckstein was blazing new ground and acknowledging the fact
2 De ol o v2-toaee Teneilibooos A
;‘. that not much had been written specifically on the subject of internal ';’N
‘.”: R A s IR A LU URAE L= § ol TPt PR . N ‘i:q
:.'j war, although by this time (1964) it was the most widely accepted form t‘,v-‘:
N et ol Lennelotv ofdiu= o B
A of violence on the world scene. While the overall work is an examina- ‘~:-

.:.: Cobade: 1 81 =2quote Iento o
2N tion of internal war's many facets, Eckstein himself admits that it is a :::::
-- ‘\.‘n\
7 very difficult subject to theorize about since one has to delimit, ‘q.:":
ol -
. classify, analyze and then solve problems with the theory so as to claim L
X &
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success in the construction of the theory.3 He indicates that the
collection of essays are meant to shape the term internal war so that
future scientists may be given the chance to examine the phenomena in
more detail and be able to derive conclusions with their studies. The
work is an excellent primer on low intensity conflict where it concerns
uprisings within national borders and the associated forms of violence
that accompany LIC.

One noted author who has concerned himself with the basic nature

of violence is Ted Robert Gurr, author of Why Men Rebel (1970). In this

work, he investigates the basic causes of violence, how violence is
focused on the political system, and what conditions affect the form,
magnitude and results of the violence. He examines three forms of
violence; turmoil, conspiracy and internal war. In his investigation,
he indicates that changes of value expectations (ve) in comparison to
actual value capabilities (vc) lead to relative deprivation or RD.,
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Shown above is the graph of a traditional society in equilibrium,
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Changes in either value line which separates further the two value lines
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leads to an increase in RD and possible violence. He further shows how
Coieyh ipans hlvow ar; po o ’
the RD factor of different political groups is related to conflict, and
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Intensity and Scope of Mass RD

low high
minimal
Intensity low violence turmoil
and Scope
of Elite RD internal
high | conspiracy war
|
Figure 2.

The propensity towards violence is not automatic. The presence
of relative deprivation, or an increase in RD, is not by itself the
final determinant in whether violence will actually occur. A catalyst

or accelerator is necessary, in combination with the change in the

equilibrium of the society. In addition, the ruling apparatus of the
society plays a significant part in the equation. As explained by

Chalmers Johnson in his book, Revolutionary Change, the equation for

revolution within a society is as follows:®

Disequilibrated Intransigent
+ + Accelerator = Revolution
Society Elite

FM 100-20, Low Intensity Conflict (1981) depicts conditions that

are similar to the general equation of Johnson. There are general
requirements for'éni‘ihéﬁfgéhcy which are a vulnerable population,
direction Eﬁawigédgféﬁislf;rbﬁh; insurgency, and the lack of government
control:® 'Xiéﬁéuéﬁ!ﬁgi éﬁ;éfly'fhe same, these requirements can be tied

togethef:wlfh tﬁé ﬁﬁd§é-éqﬁgfibn‘very eagsily. The vulnerable population s

SR RPN T T b N s IR . S
represents the disbdhflibratéﬁ society. The intransigent elite,
unwilling to change or relinquisﬁwiié'éontrol, in many cases attempts to

: cean hergrazong oo
reinforce its gupport)by violence. Results of the attempts to maintain

the status qﬁéﬁg?.{héréligelbfé then represented by lack of government
control, Théfégéeiggdfgfvbeéomes the direction and leadership for the
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T insurgency.
The Threat: Strategy and Structure
N
33: While there are many other theories concerning the roots of
- . revolution, as valid as those already discussed, they are beyond the
';\ purpose and scope of this study. Concerning the strategy and structure
": of low intensity conflict, it is found again that there is a wealth of
literature addressing all forms of LIC. Here, the predominant theories
- of revolution that have been accepted as valid will be considered.
The U.S. Army considers three types of strategies that can be
5 used by revolutionaries and insurgents to obtain political power. These
f are the familiar strategies of left, right and mass (united from below)
“ as explained in FM 100-20, Low Intensity Com‘:'lgc:t:.7 The right strategy
is bassd upon infiltration of existing government infrastructure, coali-
,J tion participation in government and, upon acquisition of sufficient
:j power, direct challenge to the existing governing structure. The right
- strategy is not violence oriented, although violence can be used to some
X degree to accomplish specific ends.,
;’. The left strategy is based 'up_p_n' vﬂ:‘l_oleg,\ce. w_Vio‘_;lgr‘\_t acts, meant
N to polarize the population rapidly tg a];}ovg‘t cgﬁ?s\lg}gover f’f political
I:' power, are the keys to this str_at_sgy Ha'_s’sj ojxk'gaqi‘.ﬁsgiq? t.e.. popular
f,:: ) support as it will be discussed 1at_er, is put o§f yntil after the
::f: revolution. The dissident element is.; both(':l!le _[{olitiqal as well as the

armed force within the organiza.t‘:.:~l‘<‘ml.1 priior ve e .

The mass strategy is seen as a prot_‘t"sctt:'e(q' («l:lgnfcl'ict against the

government, with detailed organizat.::{?ng?,_fI,lt_:he’ﬂg:a_,s'.se's'.i as well as the
~:. insurgent structure. The mass strategy Soqt’;_i}qt‘l_es' ﬁ‘.f'.‘.f.ﬂ;-it replaces the
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functioning government throughout the country. The mass strategy falls
between the right and left on a conflict spectrum, using force when
necessary to accomplish its goals.

Other works are available on just about any particular conflict
where the strategy is brought out during the analysis of the case study,
More recently, scholars have assembled articles and essays in various
anthologies. They allow students the opportunity to analyze particular
aspects of many conflicts in order to draw comparisons or prove their
points.

Sam Sarkesian edited the work Revolutionary Guerrilla Warfare
(1975). A collection of 28 essays, it covers everything involved in
guerrilla warfare from the theory of Ted Gurr and James Davies to the
problems of counterguerrilla warfare by writers such as George Tanham
and Dennis Duncanson. The stated purpose of the work is to provide a
thorough survey of modern guerrilla warfare and to provide the student
with the requisite scholary tools to examine the entire field. In this
respect, he uses portions of essays by noted historical authors such as
Sun Tzu.

Another work ‘thar is.concerned more specifically with guerrilla
strategy - s Gerard :Chaliend's.book, Guerrilla Strategies: An Histori-

cal Antholiogy from the:Long-March to Afghanistan (1982). A collection
of 23 essays, 13 ‘are.concerned with telling a story, followed by ten

analyses, Chaliand!s ,work' iscludes such authors as Bernard .Fall, Frank

Kitson, Che Guevara, Julian Paget, and Abraham Guillen to name just a
few. He postulaetes that.three historical factors shaped guerrilla
wvarfare, doctrinesand: tactics in the modern period (as indicated in the

title). -These -are (1), the emergence and armed struggle of the peasant,
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(2), World War II, and (3), the breakdown of the pre-World War II
colonial enpires.9 By reviewing the essays selected, one can readily
see that these factors are interrelated.

With regards to the vafious strategies involved in low intensity
conflict, most cases that have progressed to the point where they have
been classified as LIC generally follow predetermined phasing. Those
cases that fall into the category of a right strategy which do not
generally use force are difficult to typify concerning phases since
these cases can be said to fall into the realm of legality. Those cases
using the left strategy and the mass strategy with viole.nce to accom-
plish their ends have generally been categorized into three general
phases depending upon the activities of the revolutionary organization.

FM 100'261 Low Intensity Conflict, exp}ains the three phases of
the mass strategy as (1), latent and incipient insurgency, (2), guerril-
la warfare, and (3), wvar of movement. Each phase is associated with
specific activities which in turn is directly associated with the
strength of the insurgent organization. All insurgent cases "£it" into
this model of phasing and is the generally accepted phase mode1,10

Brian Michael Jenkins, in ‘his' 1971 >Rand"paper titled The
Five Stages of Urban Guerrilla Warfaere:'!rClidklén

rfior 2the Seventies,

explains that the tendency in many 't@Vintfiesodia momové&“devblution into

the cities where most of the population isopreésefitly :locaned-in develop-

ing countries. As indicated in=phe vitladjokeubesi Five st'ages in ex-
plaining this phenomenon: et psily! Je1gvreud o

1. Violent Propaganda. The useovf'violenceagaimst both real and
symbolic targets to gain publicity for: theis’ duuse.sni71?

2. Organizational Growth Phase, Publicity /i@ st$ll one objective,
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"3° bigger targets are selected to apply more pressure to the incumbent 2%
government by coercing it to adopt a certain policy or annul other V ,
2 &3
< policies. Y
g | 2%
s ) 3. The Guerrilla Offensive. Real targets predominate, the main aim z.::.
- Pl
* is the reduction of effective government control, sad replaciang govern- A
2 N
) ment control with insurgent control. 7
1 e
\ : - %
3 4. Mobilization of the Masses. Repression by the goverameat is ’;=h
provoked in order to gain mass popular support for the cause. Strikes, =
K
?::3 riots, and barricades become the order of the day to cawse the erveioa 3‘
‘\ of the regimes power base. "
5. Urban Uprising. Full scale urban warfare against the goverameat S
" mark the last phase. The rebels awvait the capitulatioa of the govera- ‘,’
X ' !
= ment, having their own apparatus stending by.u .';\
.'f. t{.
‘ In recent years, another phase has been added to Jenkins five »
" phases listed above. Although mot published im s specific work by f
.'E Jenkins, this author attended a meeting with him in 1981 in which he :.,‘\‘
¥ _ e
a gave tacit approval to the oversll phesiag. The sixth phase, applied . -
Latin America is termed the Communist Consolidation Phase. One can
": readily see that this phase may or may aot be a part of the actual Ij:f;;
‘_ insurgency, however, the actions caerried out in this phese are specific.
< After tgksbyér, sociuty is completely restructured, all opposing ele- S *
<, ments are nentralizedr, and  social control mechsaisms are implemented, . 44
"3 Sad st ileet e g .
_ such as conpulsory group lenberlhip in cellular party, hbor and neigh- ol
i inags v
:‘; borhood organizations.lz Aa described this phase does not necessarily o
‘oY R Ry .7
:: need to be termed "Colnunist." ’l'he evolving process of revolutions that :
.’ Lo teiienanat : KR
are taking place in the world today demonstrate that a better term would )
TR l 145 by
- simply be Consolidation Phase. onc dow ast U
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According to the particular strategy adopted by a revolutionary
organization, the opposition also develops an organizational structure

to carry out its objectives. The organization may be quite simple, as

Af Y1 MR WYY AR

in the case of the left strategy, or extremely complex concerning the

right or mass strategy. FM 100-20 describes a model of insurgent or-

ganization as involving three elements, leadership, forces, and mass

organizations.13 Simply drawn, it appears thus:

(Party)

FRPACATRE MR PR

Leadership N
\ .
. Armed Mass ’
; Element Organizations

Simplified Organizational Model
Figure 3.
This then is the threat faced by many peoples and governments
throughout the world. Now that an examination of literature appropriate
to the threat has been made, we now turn‘our attention to countering

this threat.

tosg T A
Counterthreat: Comparative: Studie \UsS, trine
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Probably the single most iﬁbortant realization that épmes from a

1 - rredaor gren vrozleow
comparative study of low intensity conflict is that there are no two —
oraab e TLEa0f ey D N
cases that are exactly alike. Problems arise from this because it is N
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practically impossible to make sweeping generalizations concerning LIC Nk
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'E: within the last four decades, complicating any generalizations made \
' between more than one case. There are, however, many comparative stu- :.';j:
My dies concerning low intensity conflict, the purpose of these being L
Uy »:
',._3 usually to discover a commonality among the cases considered. 3{3%
) AL
-« ) ,.':'.
2 Richard J. Barnet, a revisionist, wrote Revolution gnd Interven- e
: i
- tion in 1968, Its stated purpose is to trace the development of Ameri- )
:: can commitment in opposing violence and the ensuing radical change in .
s P
o eight countries in the cold war period. A recurring theme which the o
’ author recognizes and builds on is how economics has influenced American
foreign policy in its approach to low intensity conflict. He offers ‘
N g
-7 conclusions, economic, political and moral and ends the work by listing o
- two imperatives; 'that the world must be made safe for revolution and the
- second that the world community must attempt to create an environment’ IE:::’
::-'. vwhere revolution will be unnecessary.la x
% Lawrence Wittner compiled Cold War America: From Hiroshima to
. Xy
‘.:: Watergate (1974), a critical view of American foreign policy in the >
j: post-World War II era. While not exactly apropos to this study, it does lf;;:
3 encompass decisions made concerning counterinsurgency in this critical _
. period. His interpretation of the absence of a concensus in decision- \-‘-
- ot
f;’, making during this peried led to a growth of luxury internally, -';.':3
;' expansion externally, and.i:a~demial of the problems building in the post
X ol
Py war world, -His conclusigns: were that America had to reconcile herself j
+* e
,_3 with the world :and begim anew /to pursue her traditional aimsg of justice ' :-fg-'
j and freedom,  from which!'the Unhited States departed after World War II, -
- Y
:3 Douglas Blaufarb::also ‘provides an overall view of counterinsur- ::.
:-: gency in The: Counterinsurgency Era: U.S. Doctrine and Performance \,:%
' (1977). His purpbdse its to depict U.S. performance from 1950 to 1977, f.
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Through personal experience and research, he shows how political and
military leaders have failed to recognize insurgency and its value in
developing countries and also failed to properly engage in
counterinsurgency operations, from a tactical level through the

political decisions behind the adopted strategy. He indicates that the

military concerns, vhile necessary, are not the answer to a political

« problem.

Another comparative work, more precise in scope, is Defeating ;f:;-ﬁ::,
Communist Insurgency (1966) by Sir Robert Thompson. With more than

fifteen years of service in Malaya and South Vietnam, Sir Robert traces

the development of insurgency and the tactics and strategy that can be
used to combat and defeat insurgency. " He also recognizes that the NG
problem of insurgency is essentially political in nature and shows how a
persistent approach to insurgency, tempered with the qualities of i?f{
patience, determination and discrete aggression can defeat an
insurgency.15
While there are other works in abundance that attempt to
examine, analyze, and compare instances of low intensity conflict, they

may or may not be beneficial to this study. : Let us now examine U.S.

Army doctrine for combatting low intensity conflict.r-While FM_100-

5, Operations (1982), is the capstone'manual of .Armystactics, FM_100-

Py

20, Low Intensity Conflict (1981), is the:upurpoerted eapstone manual for

all operations encompassing LIC. » A survey :nf pastiliverature in the

Appendix, at first glance, seems 4vibe a "hodge-podge’ assemblage of

-8 .
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manuals that dates from the early 1P50s:and seemte go in many direc-
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that many diverging elements were subsumed irntomeiheimanual. The manual
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does not do a good job of definitions as was pointed out in Chapter 1,

T sl .
n-'.'
LA

and an examination of the rest of the manual leads one to believe that

it is a summation of several manuals, with updated language concerning

Chalt §
LI

A

internal defense and development. There are still dissimilarities

D Il N N
RS
PR

within the field. While Fort Bragg has the proponency for low intensity
conflict and Special Forces operations, Fort Benning has the proponency
for counterguerrilla operations. It is interesting to note that FM 31—

16, Counterguerrilla Operations, dates from 1967, while the majority of

o others are quite recent. Another interesting fact is the change in the
names that some of the manuals went through during this era, These

- changes are noted in Appendix A.

‘ The strategy of the United States as an answer t§ insurgency has

- evolved over time and is made up of three components. These components

are (1) balanced development, (2) mobilization, and (3) neutraliza-

tion.16 These components can be traced in doctrinal publications to

1974, Earlier versions of the low intensity conflict manual, FM 100-20,

.
QRIS

RPN

do not exhibit this strategy of three components. In addition to the
very cursory explanation of these components in the Army publication,
Q{ Lieutenant Colonel Larry B, Hamby has further explained these components
in his paper “A Realignment of U.S. Army Doctrine" in 1984.17 Concern-

ing balanced developménit, Colonel Hamby goes beyond the LIC manual's

A
LS

explanation of having programs which allow for politicél, social and

e

* 8.0
v ..l,'.

economic development 'coficurrently by explaining that balanced develop-

ment "aims at 'reducing -PRD ‘[perceived relative deprivation

(Gurr)}). . . .with emplidsis on' building the institutions required to
sustain the development effort". Mobilization of the population "in

KW

support of the government," as explained by FM 100-20, is necessary to
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provide the manpower needed by the government to build institutions and
defeat an insurgency, by denying manpower to the insurgent. Colonel
Hamby explains that "successful mobilization allows for the focusing of
resources toward neutralizing the insurgent organization and carrying
out a balanced development effort,” Mobilization is probably the key to
a successful counterinsurgency operation conducted in an open society,
Neutralization of the insurgent is necessary in overcoming an insur-
gency. While FM 100-20 explains it as "all lawful activities taken to
discredit, disrupt, disorganize, and defeat on organization" and
stresses "the need for security forces to act lawfully at all times" as
essential, Colonel Hamby further amplifies this by emphasizing the
; "indirect approach in neutralizing an insurgent organization." He ex-

i plains this approach by placing emphasis in areas other than tactical

combat operations such as intelligence, psychological operations and
civil affairs,

As currently employed, this strategy employs specific guidelines
within which U.S. agencies should operate to ensure that the strategy is

being carried out properly., These guidelines are (1) maximize intelli-

E gence, (2) minimize violence, (3) insure unity of effort, and (4)
i improve administration.l® Colonel Hamby .explains :that -these guidelines 4
’ should be more appropriately termed-principles, since they are "so MM
é crucial to a successful IDAD (internal. q_e;ﬁense:and,zdevelopment] "-;.:;_..::
' strategy."19 Of particular importance in, the Army.manual is minimizing -"S::

violence during the conduct of various militaxry-operations. It seems, ::4‘
E however, that Colonel Hamby cqqg:_lde.r-s unity.of effort to be of more é{;-:g
! importance than minimizing violence. - A11 _are- impgr_tgllt_ to be sure, but \,E:{'f't

o &

unity of effort on the part of all actors.in-an.IDAD situation will
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permit a better approach to the other guidelines-and should insure unity
of organization as wel]._.

While it is not intended to explain the doctrine to the reader,
an understanding of the doctrine is essential to this entire period.
Special Forces enters into this study because they received the mission
to conduct counterinsurgency operations. Alfred Paddock's U.S. Army

Special Warfare, 1941-1952 (1982) explains that counterinsurgency was

not considered important during the 1950s. Fort Benning was conducting
a staff familiarization course in guerrilla warfare in 1951.20 When the
first Special Forces unit was formed in 1952, it was concerned with
guerrilla operations and little attention was given to counterguerrilla
or counterinsurgency operations, This mission was received in the early
60s after presentation of the Green Beret to the unit by President
Kennedy.21 Paddock's book is a very interesting account of special
warfare units, their contribution to the war effort, the difficulties
.fter the war of continuing the units, ending finally with the formal

establishment of the Special Forces and the center at Fort Bragg.
The Future

Most authors writing in this field, if not writing specifically
with the future in mind, include some form of conclusion, recommendation
or epilogue that is oriented to the future. More studies attempting to
address the wide range of issues that confront countries throughout the
world are appearing. Sam Sarkesian and William Scully, editors of
U.S, Policy and Low Intensity Conflict (1981), address the problem of
developing a U.S. policy in order to cope with LIC in the future,

Sarkesian points out four predominant reasons for continued instability
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in developing regions:

the diffusion of political power, lack of legitimate
governing structures, the politicization in a modern
context of historical ethnic and gegsraphic animosities,
and the introduction of technology.

The purpose of the book is to determine an answer to the continued o~

L)

I

violence in the world. He does not pretend to have all the answers, but

s

rather examines all the issues and discusses possibilities. :Qﬂ

o

Concluding, the study of low intensity conflict is one which is 'ﬁj
changing constantly as conflict changes throughout the world., While the

shecd B

f{% study of LIC leaves little room for far reaching generalizations, it is

hoped that some small benefit may be derived from this study.

F- Source Material

Source material for the following case studies is drawn from

several sources. Government documents form the basis for facts which E:

.

o .
8,

N0
Y

are pertinent to these studies. Other publications, primarily factual

0
.
]
L
I

DN

in nature or a compilation of facts such as the Facts on File series,

.
)

-
‘a
v %

are also used as a cross reference. Books and periodicals also provide ~-

i some information which could not be found elsewhere. A noticeable ﬁﬂ
problem which will become apparent in reading these case studies is the §§

lack of information concerning the Military Advisory Assistance Groups. =

L]

In addition, information is lacking on the procedures or day-to-day gi

internal operations of the diplomatic mission or "country team" ﬁ%

: e

overseas, Conclusions can only be inferred about the operations of Lot

- e
o these organizations in the absence of more information. o
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CHAPTER 3

THE GREEK CIVIL WAR, 1946-1949
Overview

X The Greek Civil War allows the historian, as well as the
: military professional, to analyze the Communist defeat.
: It does not, however, present a_picture of complete

victory for anti-Communist forces.

The Greek Civil War was the first confrontation between the
United States and the Soviet Union after World War II. The British
informed the United States in early 1947 that they could no longer
assist the governments of Greece and Turkey in their post-war recon-
struction, President Truman took this cause to the Congress of the
United States where he addressed a joint session and asked for $400
million to assist the governments in reconstruction and in combatting
subversive elements within the country. With United Nations commission
findings to support President Truman, economic and military aid was
granted to both countries. What initially began as strictly economic
and logistical aid to the government and the military of Greece was soon
determined to be quite insufficient to the task of defeating the Commu-

nist guerrillas., The situation was so bad that the Greek National Army

(GNA) was almost defeated in its efforts to control the country.

. ' Through increased U.S. military assistance, which included advisors with
: tactical units, the GNA was able to finally defeat the guefrillas and
secure the country. United States claimed success in keeping Greece an
independent, democratic country that was alignea with the United States

- and other western European countries with the view of Communist con-

tainment.
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Background
k.
S The struggle in Greece between the right and the left began in :"..
_ earnest during the Great Depression. In 1936, the Greek government was ;:
‘ given into the control of a strong-man or dictator by the name of . -
Metaxas, His right wing dictatorship caused the several groups, includ-
" ing Communists, to actively oppose the government. Measures taken by .
the government caused the Communists to go underground but they contin- 5—-
ued to oppose the repressiveness of the Metaxas regime.
When the Nazis invaded and occupied Greece in World War II, the -
Communists found a new enemy to oppose and they fought against the .. -
Germans throughout the war, The National Popular Liberation Army \
*" (ELAS), the military arm of the National Liberation Front (EAM), made \
i plans for post-occupation Greece by agreeing to certain principles on
which the German Army would withdraw, such as leaving certain things \;
: intact as opposed to destroying everything in the wake of their _\.-:
. ret:reat:.2 Unfortunately, the British and the Greek government in exile ":\‘.
A had other plans. Talk of restoring the monarchy and of excluding EAM
from the government placed the Communists in opposition to the returning
., powers, Pressure by Russia to the north in the Balkan states caused
the British and the Greeks to arrive prematurely after German evacuation : ‘_:
without a well organized plan for resuming control of the country. :._.:‘
- Attempts at restoring control and methods used by the Gre;aks and the :‘j
- British forced EAM to oppose their efforts, resulting in open civil war \:
. after two years. .“
The Civil War began after the incumbent regime was unable to ',;"':"
’. have all dissident elements lay down arms in support of the reconstruc- ;.:ﬁ
’ v
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tion in Greece. Measures used by the government had the opposite
effect, the KKE (Greek Communist Party), EAM, and ELAS openly opposed
the mandate and took to the hills for the third round of fighting in
late 1946, This phase of Greek unrest culminated when the British
withdrew their assistance in post-war reconstruction and the United
States initiated a new era of foreign policy involvement in the region.
On March 12, 1947, President Truman asked for congressional approval for
economic and military aid to Greece and Turkey as he stated the fol-
lowing:

The very existence of the Greek State is today
threatened by the terrorist activities of several thou-
sand armed men, led by Communists, who defy the Govern-
ment's authority at a number of points, particularly
along the northern boundaries. A Commission appointed
by the United Nations Security Council is at present
investigating disturbed conditions in northern Greece,
and alleged border violations along the frontier-between
Greece on the one hand and Albania, Bulgaria, and Yugo-
slavia on the other. .

Meanwhile, the Greek Government is unable to cope
with the situation. The Greek Army is small and poorly
equipped. It needs supplies and equipment if it is to
restore the auspority of the Government throughout
Greek territory.

President Truman also issued the objectives of U.S. foreign policy
during his presentation before Congress. His policy can be summed up as
follows: "the creation of conditions.in which we and other nations will
be able to work out a life free from coercion" and,"tc support free
peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or
by outside pressuresJA I CRIP R THENR '

President Truman also asked Congress. for approval in sending a
detail of both civilian and military personnel to Greece, recommending

authority for them to provide instruction and training of Greek person-

nel,5 ushering in a new political and military strategy for the United

3-3
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'3‘-',‘ States in the conduct of the Cold War. The Truman Doctrine, as Public -
. Law 75 was known, was to have far reaching effects on US. political and L,
,’-_ military strategy and continues to influence U.S. foreign policy today. \‘_'
o =
g_:: .j_.
\ -

U.S. Assistance s

-—

There is no end of information concerning what the Communists or

£ e
. 188
DR %

)

T

4

n what the Greek National Army subsequently did. Studies abound on dif-

. ferent aspects of this civil war. There is very little information, o

however, on how the United States went about accomplishing the Truman

Doctrine. A more detailed look at what exactly happened behind the

scenes is required to understand how the U.S. policy was formulated and -

carried out, ,-';

- To trace the early accounts of U.S. assistance and the policies ;
associated with it, it is necessary to return in time to Greece about '

the time when the British delivered their message to the United States. :'

U.S. Ambassador Lincoln MacVeagh, becoming more and more alarmed over “_

the situation in Greece, telegraphed his feelings on February 20, 1947

to the State Department concerning the imperative for U.S. support to \'f.
L] l-
- AL
s the regime in order to prevent its collapse. As fate would have it, :.:é:
. ;:_

the British delivered their message to the State Department on February \

21, Ambassador MacVeagh's conclusions and recommendations were readily ) ’\

e

accepted and added immediate weight to the argument that action was . :'-,:

- ._':\

necessary immediately.6 ‘Heretofore, throughout the entire second world .

et

. war and up to this point, Ambassador MacVeagh held to the strict U.S. sl
b policy of "hands off," regarding Greece as being within the British 1
T .
% sphere of influence. L.;
N

While MacVeagh was justifiably alarmed over the situation in .::,'\

A

)
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Greece, he nevertheless counselled restraint in approaching the "explo-
sive" situation, even recommending that credits be given to the British
to assist Greece rather than involve the United States. He was particu-
larly concerned about the U.S. supporting a government which did not
represent a majority of the people, an exact description of the incum-
bent regime at the time. His testimony before Congress on the feasibil-

ity of U.S. aid was tempered with a caution that there was a necessity

to put conditions on the money with respect to the behavior of the
government which MacVeagh considered rightist and reactionary.7

. Through the normal routine of Congressional action, a report was
: generated by the House concerning all aspects of the President's re-
quest. Specifically addressed were limitations placed on the military.
Allowed were "a limited number of military personnel” who could provide

. "instruction and training of personnel." The report further stated that

"combat forces are not to be sent to Greece .. .. Military assistance

‘n-:l_-

-;.i. .

provided in the bill is to consist only of arms and other supplies for

* ¥
DAY
0

s's

the armed forces of Greece.' Also included was the result of testimony

'n’

indicating that the size of the military mission would not exceed 40
Army personnel and 30 Navy personnel.8 It is interesting to note that

with this report a minority view was expressed that had a strange fore-

R i SEVCRRPS

boding for the United States. Representative Lawrence Smith of Wiscon-

eaege
I
g

’
3,3, 4

sin, who served in Congress from 1941 until his death in 1958, was

1o

opposed the idea of Communist containment and .indicated, "If the bill is

£ ¢
)

o« £
vy By ty te et e

adopted in its present form it will ., . + call for military expenditures

in an effort to support free peoples all over the world.," He went on to

VW lOL A

state his opposition to the bill because of several factors which he

listed as:
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1. It is uncertain as to scope and cost.

2, It is a serious threat to our entire social and eco-
nomic structure, as it will eventually lead to war. It
could easily bankrupt the Nation.

3. Aggressive action against Russia will result in
dividing the world into two armed forces. This would
lead to an unbridled race ‘for armaments, War and bank-
ruptcy would be certain.

4, There is no justification for bypassing the United

0 AN ARNY IO e

Nations Organization, even though we believed it was im- . 4

portant to act. If we believe in collective security, e
: that Organization should have been requested to act. We glj
. have nog dealt it a blow from which it can never et

recover, :
I Public Law 75 was enacted on May 22, 1947, Two days later, the -
ki advance echelon of the Army Component of the American Mission for Aid to }?;
; Greece (AMAG) arrived. The stated mission initially was to determine :ﬁ;
: the needs of the GNA, the Gendarmerie, and the Royal Hellenic Air Force -
p (RHAF). The function of this advance party was to absorb the function §;i

of supply from the British Military Mission, allowing them to concen-

)

s
*e

A b

I trate on their other functions of training and organization. Addi-

H: tionally, the American mission was to provide technicians and advisors aii
B TN
_ . A . M
= for training in the use of American equ1pment.10 N

! Returning to Athens, Ambassador MacVeagh concerned himself now

with the aspects of administering and monitoring the program., His first

Spe AT

concern was the control of the program. Antedating national policy or

doctrine, he considered it to be his ambassadorial responsibility to
manage and control the entire aid program. As such, all decisions
3 concerning Greece would come from the embassy, rather than several .

smaller agencies within the country.11 His concepts did not correspond

L aaf U

? with the prevailing conditions.

g There was an immediate problem of responsibility as AMAG began

f operations. While the ambassador was under the impression that he was

-~

tf completely responsible for all operations within the country, the AMAG,

- 3-6
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ﬁnder the control of bwight Griswold went its own way. As conflicts
occurred, the State Department had the responsibility for resolving
them. In July of 1947, Secretary of State George C. Marshall tried to
define the division of responsibilities between the Embassy and the
AMAG. Less than a month later, Griswold was openly preaching vigorous
moves to further his program while MacVeagh was still cautioning
restraint in order to allow the Greeks to attempt a resolution to their
own problems. Specifically, Griswold was informed that the British
would soon withdraw their troops. Griswold wanted to replace them with
U.S. troops. He also wanted to replace a member of the Greek
gove;nment. MacVeagh contested both solutions and was supported by the
State Department.12 However, the rivalry between the Embassy and the
AMAG was to continue until November when MacVeagh, recuperating from
recent surgery to himself and grieving over the death of his wife in
September, was withdrawn as Ambassador to Greece and transferred to
Portugal.13

Due to the problem of unity of command in Greece, a new ambassa-
dor was not appointed immediately., Griswold stayed on as the head of
the mission until August 1948 when he retired. After his retirement a
new ambassador was appointed to Greece.14 Upon the appointment of Henry
F. Grady as the new ambassador, the functional lines of authority seemed
to have been drawn since he was "dual hatted" as the Ambassador and the
Chief of AMAG.!3 This solved the problem of who was in éharge. In
modern terminology, we had a "country team" under ambassadorial control.

The size of the military mission, as discussed earlier, was to

be about 40 Army and 30 Navy. How large did the military mission

actually become during the course of the mission to Greece? As of the l;ij
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end of 1947, the mission consisted of 257 Army and Navy personne1.16 At
the same time, plans were being made to increase the Army's commitment
to Greece by 170 personmal.l7 This increase was in response to a Joint

Chief of Staff authorization to form the Joint United States Military

Advisory and Planning Group (JUSMAPG). Its mission was to assist Greek

Armed Forces in eliminating the insurgency and achieving internal secur-
ity at the earliest possible date, by providing aggressive assistance in
the form of operational and logistical advice. The 170 personnel (90
officers and 80 enlisted men) were assigned in January 1948 when JUSMAPG
was established. Functionally, JUSMAPG provided military advisors down
to division and squadron level for operational advice and it provided
logistical planning advice in the areas of supply, transportation, post

exchange, postal, security, communications, and Adjutant General,18

500-
S 440 * * 453
T 400-
R
E 300-
N * 256
G 200-
T
H 100-
LA I o I
Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep
1947 1948 1949

The President's report to Congress indicated that there were a
total of 256 military personnel in Greece on December 31, 194719 This
figure increased to 440 personnel in only 90 days.20 The highpoint of
the American commitment came ovér a year later when it was reported to
Congress that there were a total of 453 military personnel in Greece as

of June 30, 1949,21 This was a 650 percent increase over the 40 Army
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and 30 Navy personnel figure which had seen indicated before passage of
Public Law 75.

Congressional hearings conducted prior to the passage of the
.Assistance to Greece Bill were very specific as to the mission of the
military personnel serving in Greece. In Executive Session before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee on March 15, 1948, Secretary of
State Marshall reiterated the government's position that there were
absolutely no U.S. combat troops or units present in Greece. He made it

quite plain that U.S. military personnel were only involved in giving

advice to the Greek units in the field.22
The JUSMAPG groups were sent out to the different Greek units ' E::
which they advised during the course of the Civil War. These groups ?}2

varied in size from 8 to 16 men depending upon the echelon to which k{

assigned, Usually eight men were assigned to a division and 16 to a
corps. Organization of a division level detachment consisted of a
detachment chief (lieutenant colonel), a major in charge of operations,
a captain in charge of supply, and a captain in charge of training. The
other personnel include radio operators and clerks, These groups that
were sent out with Greek units did not command or lead Greek units, they

were there to advise and assist the units in their operations against

the guerrillas, It is interesting to note that during 18 months of ﬁf
commitment, only three U.S. officers were killed and one wounded in the é,;
. >

23 : !

‘.

performance of their duty,

As U.S. involvement increased, there was never any deviation
from the stated objectives or means for achieving those objectives.
While there was evidence of over aggressiveness on the part of some

American advisors,ZA the overwhelming conclusion of most authors agree
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that the advisors were there for only that purpose, to advise, not to
impose their will on the forces of the the GNA., In fact, their presence
was more or less expected because of the profusion of American equipment
that was being used throughout the GNA.23 at times, when U.S. advice
was overly critical of the Greeks and their manner of operation, the
Greeks were able to show conclusively that the operations were either
approved or suggested by U.S. military advisors.26

In conclusion, the Greek Civil War was effectively ended in
August, 1949 with the complete destruction of the guerrilla base camps
near the northern border, It can be agreed upon that all U.S. support,
especially psychological support was more than sufficient to counter the
assistance received by the guerrillas from their Communist sources.27
Rather than "letting the dust settle" as was the U.S. policy regarding
China during the same timeframe, the United States took an active in-
volvement in the Greek Civil War. It is rather obvious that Greece
would not have survived as a free nation without the help of the United
States. The United States mission continued in Greece as did U.S.
missions in many different countries but at a much reduced strength. No
advisors were necessary and most of the U.S. program turned to economic

aspects of reconstruction now that the country was safe from guerrilla

activity,

Analysis

The successful conclusion of the Greek Civil War was the first
United States "victory" after the second World War. As stated previous-
ly, this was the United States first taste of low intensity conflict in

the post-World War II setting. The Truman Doctrine of 1947 had given
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way to the Marshall Plan and also to the North Atlantic Treaty to

further the aims of the United States in its role as global leader of

.lf’ l‘

the free world.28
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Conditions prompting U.S. involvement have been explained very

well, The British message in combination with the secret message from ti
Ambassador MacVeagh arriving at the State Department within one day of ﬁi
each other and Greece's urgent request for American aid less than two _j

[
weeks later prompted the Administration to ask Congress for aid. While iy

it can be said that deplorable social and economic conditions in Greece

s ‘ely

were reasons for the U.S. involvement, the main reason was political.
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Several have concluded that the United States filled a vacuum left by

" the British as they were forced to contract their overseas commitments
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after the war.29 On the other hand, Leften S. Stavrianos felt American

strategy related more to the newly formed American policy of Communist

N :.'
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containment:

)
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Specifically, American policy makers have formed their
strategy chiefly with an eye on Russia. They see each
country siggly as a potential bastion against Soviet
aggression,

e ":'."4;. 1
Che? SUAR

Reflecting upon the disregard for the people of Greece, he went on to

..
[ A 1
P
AR i

say that without the hearts and minds of the people, the "bastion" would

1 ¢

crumble, Although specific objectives of pursuit of freedom and sup- N

i)

port of people facing subjugation were announced in the Truman Doctrine '~

on March 12, 1947, the real goal of the United States was the con- o

i

tainment of Russia. While Secretary of State Marshall briefed the

‘f,"._f.'f ool
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President and selected Congressional leaders on the situation in Greece
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and Turkey, his briefing was oriented to the humanitarian aspect. His

under secretary, Dean Acheson, took over and reoriented the briefing to
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Russia, its containment, and opposition to Communist subversion -fﬁ

throughout the world in the name of U.S. security at home, setting the w—‘-

:} tone of American foreign policy for the future.3! . ng
:? The "country team" may have evolved from this commitment in g%
X Greece. The problems of authority and responsibility between MacVeagh EE:
and Griswold were finally resolved only by the eventual removal of both ) §f§

individuals from their positions. Although the term “country team" does Egi

not constitute an official term that is accepted by the Army, it does ;Ej

appear in many of the Field Manuals published by the Army, notably in :;S

ol

most of those manuals concerned with counterrevolutionary warfare. This

A
NA

2

term, which represents the diplomatic mission in a foreign country,

[
sy,

draws its roots from Greece and from there evolved into its present

o
anta . et

form.
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The limitations of the commitment to Greece have been discussed

t
A

in detail. It is fairly certain that no combat was undertaken by any

AV
e
N Pral o

American soldier in Greece. This was the real limiting factor to the

OB P
LYY
LS

entire operation,

There appeared to be no ceiling as to the number of personnel

TR =
.

v
" *
$ 0
&
PR

t’ involved in Greece at any one time since the number of military person- ﬁiﬁ
?: nel steadily climbed through the end of the civil war. There was, in a ;&5
' manner of speaking, a limitation placed upon the Greek operation by SE
-gé Congress. The money appropriated for economic and military aid was only %éj
o granted to June 30, 1948, When it was determined that a resolution was | %E
e not to be reached by that time, further appropriations were necessary. ;ﬁ
RS 0
i¥ Before authorizing more money, the Congress conducted hearings on the ﬁﬁ
: problems involved in Greece but the money was appropriated as requested, gs
Q; In general, other than the military operational limitations or rules of ;;
o
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engagement that were placed on the personnel in Greece, there were no
other limitations of any significance.

The United States claimed success in the Greek Civil War. The
military goal of eliminating guerrilla resistance in Greece was accom-
plished. The military strategy used was new, that of military assis-
tance., It can be successfully argued that the Greek Civil War was
fought from the perspective of a strategic defensive on the part of the
United States while the Greeks were fighting the civil war from the
perspective of a strategic offensive. The limitation to only advisors,
unarmed in the field, demonstrates that the United States was not wil-
ling to go on the offensive during the conflict.

Political goals were also realized. The Communists were frus-
trated in their efforts to control Gréece and bring it into the Soviet
sphere of influence., Consequently, the western powers maintained their
hegemony in the Mediterranean Sea., While China was lost to the Commu-
nists in 1949 and Russia exploded her first atomic bomb, the United
States had a victory to claim in Greece. It was relatively easy to
rationalize the importance of Greece over that of China as Russia was
bringing the buffer states under its wing throughout eastern Europe. On
the other hand, the Truman Doctrine in essence divided the world into
two armed camps and initiated the era of the United States as the "world
policeman,” This would lead, as Congressman Smith had indicated, to the
United States opposition of about any and every revolutionary group and
its associated movement throughout the world.32

The military of the United States was profoundly affected by its
involvement in Greece. Military assistance became an important factor

in American military decision making, Military Advisory Assistance

3-13

. RO T f iyt v e e L A AN AT AT s et et e
R i R A AR R A A A A NN AL NN A A A R A R O




.
.

.

.

0

\

-

_ 5
“

P Sl
e 5 )
L

k)
i.l

LA X
P

.
[ .

LR s
.l

LY PR PR

Groups were soon implanted in over a dozen countries. Security Assis-
tance was born, Just a few short years later, Special Forces, who were
destined to have counterinsurgency as one of their missions in the
future, came into actual being at Fort Bragg. In many parts of the
world United States military men became the interface between the coun-
try and the United States., The U.S. military became operators of for-
eign policy. From the early beginnings of determining what the Greeks
needed in the way of equipment and supplies, the U,S. mission was formed
to come to grips with the problem of advising units in the field against
the Communist guerrillas. In essence, counterguerrilla tactics also
evolved during the conflict. General James Van Fleet, in charge of the
military mission for the last 18 months, initiated a program of
population control in which the population, the "sea" in which the
guerrilla swims, was removed from areas of combat, effectively isolating
the guerrillas from their supporters.33 As a result of this, 700,000
peasants were uprooted during the fighting, which destroyed the YIAFKAs,
the guerrilla's network of sympathizers who supplied intelligence, funds
and supplies to the guerrillas.34 In summary, the guerrillas announced
a cease-fire on October 16, 1949, demonstrating the American victory but
at the tremendous cost of 11,000 villages destroyed and 50,000 total who
were killed during the fighting.35

Robert W. Selton summed up the Greek situation very aptly when
he described emerging trends in U.S. strategy which were products of the
Greek Civil War:

* The provision of large-scale military assistance to a

foreign government in "peacetime."

* The use of military personnel as advisors to indi-

genous forces in the conduct of active military opera-
tions.
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* The development of counterguerrilla tactics as a para-

mount requisite of the cold war.

* The acceptance of U.S. involvement in military hggtil-

ities without the commitment of maximum resources,

The Greek Civil War was a first in U.S. history. It formed a
watershed in U.S. foreign policy as well as a watershed in military

. thinking.
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CHAPTER 4

THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC INTERVENTION, 1965
Overview

The Dominican Republic intervention in 1965 began as a humani-
tarian effort to rescue U.S. and foreign nationals requesting removal
because of a revolt that was more than thirty years in coming. A
successful assassination in 1961 had ended the thirty year military
dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. Elections in 1962 resulted in Juan
Bosch, a liberal democrat, winning and attempting to institute sweeping
reforms to alleviate the long ignored misery of the population. Unable
to proceed with his reforms, due to both internal as well as external
pressures, Bosch was ousted by a coup after only seven months in office
and the government was given into the hands of a triumvirate which
lasted until April 24, 1965. The collapse of the triumvirate led to a
confrontation between what were termed rebels or constitutionalists and
loyalists (senior members of the armed forces). The intervention
occurred when U.,S, Marines landed on April 28, 1965 to assist in the
evacuation of foreign civilians who wished to leave. This intervention,
although it had the same beginnings as the Lebanon intervention in 1958,
was different for several reasons and during the course of events more
than 20,000 U.S. troops were used to stop the revolt and then maintain
an uneasy peace until law and order couldﬁ be restored and a normalcy of
life resumed under civilian control. After approximately 18 months, the
intervention was ended and the Dominican Republic was declared safe from

communism., In effect, what began as a humanitarian effort, became
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massive intervention to thwart alleged Cuban-inspired communism.

Background

The death of Rafael Trujillo caused a dramatic change in the
Dominican Republic. Duting.his reign of power or terror, whichever the
case may be, he was a staunch supporter of the United States and in
return the United States supported him. Economically, the Dominican
Republic was a good place to invest money and the United States was the
primary foreign investor in the country. Following World War II, Truji-
1lo saw the need to change his practices regarding politics and became a
strong anti-communist to continue to conform to the United States wish
to oppose all Communist regimes, in accordance with the Truman Doctrine.
At one point he e;en relaxed the political restrictions on opposition
parties to demonstrate the progressiveness of his regime, but that only
lasted a short period. In the end, the opposition was mainly staged to
present the appearance of opposition.l Political opposition as well as
participation within the country was practically nil. Upon the death of
Trujillo, the political naivete of the population resulted in numerous
groups clamoring to represent the people while at the same time refuting .
the claims of the other groups.

Elections in 1962 were classified as fair and impartial as Juan
Bosch ascended to the Presidency. He was viewed initially as the man
who would transform the country from its past history of dictatorship
his immediate efforts

into a free and open democratic state. However,

towards this end produced an adverse reaction in the United States. His
attitude towards the United States ignited controversy over his true

purpose as the leader of the Dominican people. Reports started circling
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that he was going to nationalize several of the U.S. owned enterprises
leading to the fear that the Dominican Republic would swing towards
comumnism.2 In reality, only the heavy economic U.,S. investment in the
country was threatened as Bosch attempted to gain more control over what
he considered the sovereign rights of the country. His purpose seemed
to be simply that to control the country's destiny, the country must
control its economic resources.
Juan Bosch was ousted from office about seven months after he ,;.
became President. The short regime of Bosch can be attributed to sev- f_’,'
eral factors., His departure from the status quo of the previous 30
years in the Dominican Republic frightened and infuriated many groups, .._i
especially U.S. businessmen. Army officers, politicized as they were, “"‘
vere apprehensiw}e of Bosch's programs, and what they portended for the
country and the armed forces. Fearing a reduction in power and ration-
alizing this prospective loss as another step towards communism, the :.
officers staged a bloodless coup and deposed Bosch. The coup leaders :
created a triumvirate and disposed of the new Constitution that Bosch -»-I
had fostered. ~—
The triumvirate exercised control over the government from Sep-
tember 1963 until the rebellion in 1965. Donald Reid Cabral managed the -
affairs of state during this time and was, after the death of President :
Kennedy, recognized as the leader of the official government by the new .:;E-
President of the United States Lyndon Johnson. President Kennedy had ':?
broken diplomatic relations with the Dominican Republic as a result of ::-;-‘
the coup disposing Bosch even though it was secretly felt that the coup E;.:
was for the best.3 Reid Cabral, however, did not have an easy time Sj‘::
since he was forced to cope with unemployment, a lower sugar quota to :_3
~
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the United States and a large military budget. By his imposition of an
austerity program, the military broke into two separate groups, the
"haves" and the "have-nots" and the revolt began on 24 April 1965. The
"haves" were the senior officers who were affected directly by the
benefits of foreign aid and soon became known as the "Loyalists." The
"have-nots" were the younger officers who did not see a future of
advancement. The younger officers became the "Constitutionalists," or
the rebels, through the rest of the rebellion. The revolt began when
Reid Cabral could no longer elicit support from either the rebels or the
Loyalists because of his policies and programs that were in effect.
Thus began the revolt in the Dominican Republic which, in a matter of

four days, would begin to involve the United States.,
U.S. Assistance

There was no indication that the revolt was going to happen in
April.l‘ Intelligence sources and political sources were concerned about
the apalling political, economic, and military conditions within the
country. The ambassador, Mr. W. Tapley Bennett, had left for Washington
on April 23 to discuss the American position on the problems within the
Dominican Republic.s

Only one day éftgr the rebellion broke out, April 25, the em-
bassy in Santo ﬁomihgo, was‘ convinced of two things: the return of Juan
Bosch would mean co;nm;xnisgn in six months and that the rebellion would
require U.S. forces to reestablish law and order within the country.6 On
April 26, the embassy was directed to request a cease-fire in order to
7

evacuate all foreign nationals residing in the Dominican Republic.

Neither side of the rebellion could gain overwhelming combat power to
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force the other into submission and both sides refused to establish a

“

cease fire for the evacuation.
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On April 27, Ambassador Bennett returned to Santo Domingo. The
same day the embassy received a cable from the State Department concern-
ing the U.S. objectives to be accomplished in the Dominican Republic.
These objectives were to restore law and order, to protect U.S. lives,

and to prevent a possible Communist takeover.8 That same afternoon,

Ambassador Bennett was requested to take an active part in the rebellion

and to help the rebels negotiate a settlement with the loyalists. Ben-

nett's refusal to aid the rebels caused the Bosch elements within the

leadership of the rebels to seek asylum in embassies, leaving a politi-
cal vacuum that many believed was filled by Communist elements.? By that
same afternoon, 1,172 Americans had been evacuated from the country by
helicopter, truck, bus or embassy vehicle to a point where Navy ships
were waiting., These people were escorted by loyalist policemen.10

The rebellion continued. The ambassador cabled reports to Wash-
ington, indicating that U.S. military assistance was not required. By
< mid-afternoon, however, the provisional junta (loyalists) requested
immediate military assistance, not to protect foreign nationals, but to
aid the loyalists in fighting the rebels. President Johnson received
- word that the situation was desperate at 1730 hours and 30 minutes later
he had authorized the landing of Marines to assist in the evacuation of

foreign nationals and to protect embassy personnel.11 Later that even-
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ing, President Johnson announced to the nation that 400 Marines had

. ;:::

landed to protect Americans and escort them out of the counti‘y.12 E’-
-~

The following day 1500 more marines were landed to assist with ;::
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the evacuation and protection mission.!3 That same day President
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called into session in ordér to attempt a cease-fire between forces.
More importantly, consideration was given to how to use the troops that
the president had just authorized. Guidance was issued in Washington to
the armed forces to begin planning for the use of troops in isolating
the downtown area of Santo Domingo in order to contain the rebels and
allow time for the OAS to act.la That evening the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion was alerted for deployment to the Dominican Republic.15

The 82nd Airborne Division began arriving on April 30, 1965.
The stated mission was to secure the airport known as San Isidro and to
move west to secure the eastern end of the Duarte Bridge over the Ozama
River into the city proper.16 The junta forces were expected to control
the other end of the Duarte Bridge and patrol the city. Meanwhile the
Marines were establishing a perimeter around the U.S. embassy ard the
Hotel Emba jador (Ambassador Hotel). No orders had been given to the
forces to effect a link up. President Johnson did not want to authorize
combat but could not rule it out, and the continuing disintegration of
the junta's troops made this decision even more crucial. Reaffirmations
of no use of forces in combat continued to emanate from Washington along
with the promise that no more force would be used than necessary. Later
that day, 24,097 troops were on the alert in the United States for
deployment to the Dominican Republic.17

President Johnson announced later on April 30 to the American

people that there were signs of outside control of the rebellion in the

Dominican Republic.18 Lieutenant General Bruce Palmer was ordered to-

the area to assume control and was given the announced mission of saving
American lives. He was also given the unannounced missions of pre-

venting the Communists from gaining control in the Dominican Republic
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and to use any means to accomplish either mission. Meanwhile, in the

b

middle of the fighting, there was disagreement among the junta's high

i

level officers over the need for U.S. combat help. Apparently, some
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felt there was no need for help and others were adamant for obtaining
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help immediately. U.S. officers on the scene felt that their help was

. rhft:‘
necessary. 19 e

During the day of April 30, the paratroopers were given the .
further mission of crossing the Duarte Bridge to the west side and
securing it and an electric plant along the river to the north. Despite
some opposition, the mission was accomplished within three hours. Fol-
lowing the seizure of the bridge and the electric plant, the junta
forces on the western side of the bridge, who were in contact with the
rebels, withdrew across the bridge to their base which was also at San
Isidro.20 Two important aspects of the rebellion immediately came to
light: the U.S. forces were now disposed between the warring factions of

the rebellion putting them in direct contact with the rebels, and the

LAY

juxtaposition caused many to believe that the U.S. forces were actually

in alliance with the forces of the junta and shielding them.2! Needless -
to say, efforts became frantic to obtain a cease-fire as soon as possi-
:\':.::

ble to prevent more bloodshed and to extract the American forces from ’_
their predicament. . """'
N

April 30 was a busy day. President Johnson had dispatched '{',';

Yo
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former Ambassador to the Dominican Republic John Bartlow Martin to N
-t

achieve two immediate objectives: prevent a Communist takeover while ""'
Washington worked on preventing the actions of the United States from .Z:',E'_:
RS

isolating it from the rest of the hemisphere.22 Martin, enroute to the }u
country, concerned himself with four dangers: a Communist takeover, full =
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scale U.S. occupation, a U.S. supported Dominican dictator (such as
Trujillo), and finally the danger of alLS.Hungary.23 During the day

too, the Department of State cabled the embassy in Santo Domingo, send-

T T ST R i T,

ing a summary of U.S. policy as it pertained to the situation. The

AP LS

policy was that the United States would cooperate with the OAS request
for a cease-fire, that the U.S. would insure that OAS action does not
allow Communist groups to obtain power, and that U.S. forces were not to
join the junta in action against rebels. The objectives accompanying
this policy were to (1) establish an International Security Zone under
the Council of the OAS resolution, (2) secure the Duarte Bridge and the
American positions to the east, and (3) cooperate with the Papal Nuncio
to try to achieve a cease-fire.2% The aforementioned dual objectives of
the Johnson Administration, fear of another Cuba and the isolation of
the United States in the hemisphere was the driving force behind every
decision taken during the emergency.

The next day, May 1, was spent in regrouping and determining
positions for the next round. Lieutenant General Palmer, having arrived
on the scene and taken charge, was informed of the cease-fire agreed to

the day before. He declared that he would not recognize any cease-

fire.25 His rationale probably was that he would do what was militarily
expedient as soon as he was completely briefed on the current situation.
X At the same time, Ambassador Martin was working to insure that the
cease-fire worked, preventing more bloodshed. Ambassador Bennett
requested more troops, coloring his request with overtones of more

Communists in the rebellion. His request was approved, but he too, was

directed to press for the observance of the cease-fire,20 Priority was :i':
-'_'- W

E‘ !

given to adopting a more neutral stance in the country and avoiding over ——
o
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"-f? identification with the junta.27 Tad Szulc, in his diary, indicated :-.3::

that the United States was playing into the hands of the Communists by
appearing to side with the junta.28 Fi:

While the diplomatic circles were busy conducting their busi-
ness, the military role was also changing. Troop advances were halted
and the troops were returned to their original position, in accord with
the cease-fire. Ground rules were tightened. Troops could fire and s

maneuver in self defense but they had to return to their original posi-

tions.29 Fire was returned only after fire had been received and then

only on the orders of the sector commanders.30 Consequently, maneuvers
had to be justified. Restrictions were also placed upon the arms that ::::::
could be used. The largest weapon allowed for use during the conflict
-was the 106mm recoilless rifle,3! General Palmer suggested that the '».
Army and the Marines conduct a link up operation in order to join forces ..
but he received no response from Washington.32 The day ended with no .
gains, several cease-fire violations, and a more neutral attitude by the ,
U.S. forces in country,
On May 2, President Johnson addressed the nation again, this . X
time describing how the leaders of the rebellion were trained in Cuba. :
He indicated that these leaders were taking more control of the rebel-
lion. He also stated his view that America would not permit another :j
Cuba in this hemisphere, indicating that when the objective is the

establishment of a Communist state it calls for action,33 which is what
the United States had done. The same day, there was a meeting in
Washington to discuss the possibility of establishing a corridor to link
the two American forces, Permission was granted to the 82d Airborne

Division to conduct the link up operation and approval was received from

4-10
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the OAS on the 1ssue.3a There were approximately 9,200 troops in the
area on May 2, 1965.35 Other reports indicate that there were about
14,000 troops involved on that day.36

The link up operation began Just after midnight on May 3 and
accomplished its goal in just under three hours.3” The establishment of
the corridor contained the rebels even more and allowed the forces to
assume a better position of neutrality between the rebels and the junta,
It can be said that the establishment of the corridor was influential in
changing the orientation of the force operational mission from one
oriented towards Communist infiltrated rebels to one of a neutral,
peace-keeping force.38 This operation has been termed a key event in
that it did separate the opposing forces, even though the fighting did
not stop.39

Following this key operation, the combat aspect «f the interven-
tion tapered off. The United States was successful in calling for and
achieving an Inter American Peace Force, under the command of a Bra-
zilian general. The U.S. provided far and away the largest contingent

of forces with about 8,500 involved as late as October, 1965.40 The

Inter American Peace Force was deactivated on September 20, 1966 and all

foreign troops left the Dominican Republic.41
Analysis R
‘:-’P:.:‘:
FER
. The analysis of this action by the military is interesting A

because of the proximity of the Dominican Republic to the shores of the
United States. The Dominican Republic was the first post-World War II

action in the western hemisphere involving U.S. troops. Although the

U.S. involvement did not, in essence, conform to the premise of an
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action in contravention to an insurgency, it does provide the student
with some insights into US. policy and goals and the ends to which the
United States would go to realize those policies.

It is always easy to say that the political conditions prevalent
at the time prompted the involvement of the United States. In the
Dominican Republic, the political conditions of the country, those of a
rebellion or civil war, definifely affected the U,S, decision to act.
The political conditions that prompted U.S. involvement in 1965 were
different than those of the previous two years as the government under-
went change without U,S. involvement, The belief that the rebellion was
inspired by Communists drove the United States to intervene. Even
though there were many who thought that the rebellion was actually for
the good of the country init:i.ally.l’2 when the United States did act, the
rebellion had taken a turn for the worse, albeit that change was greatly
affected by U.S. refusal to assist in negotiations for an end to the
conflict.43 The failure of U.S. diplomatic personnel to act at appro-
priate moments during the conflict led to a massive intervention which
resulted from a complex of decisions and actions on lesser matters up
and down the line by those not expecting U.S. involvement.“

Goals of the United States were specified throughout the opera-
tion in the Dominican Republic as (1) the restoration of law and order,
(2) the protection of U.S. lives in the country and (3) the prevention
of a Communist takeover. These goals were cabled to the embassy and
carried to the country by both Ambassador Martin and General Palmer.
While these purely U.S. goals were being sought in the Dominican Repub-
lic, the United States was also at work on some regional goals. The

policy of the United States became one of cooperation with the OAS as
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long as any action by the OAS did not allow any Communist takeover.
Washington was well aware of the consequences of the massive interven-
tion and did not want to become isolated politically from the rest of
the western hemisphere by not adhering to recommendations by the OAS.
Even though the OAS was viewed as being dominated by the United States,
condemnation of the United States by the OAS may have damaged the United
States more than the possible Communist takeover in Santo Domingo.
Therefore, U.S. objectives to carry out the aforementioned policy were
to establish an International Security Zone under the resolution of the
OAS and to cooperate to try to achieve a cease-fire between the warring
factions, With the situation as it was, there were many complaints on
all sides that cease-fire violations had been committed, again by all
sides. In consideration of the overriding fear of another Cuba versus a
U.S. Hungary, it is difficult to speculate to what extent the United
States may have gone, had the situation been different, toward the
prevention of another Communist dominated state in the hemisphere. The
actions of the United States, in cooperation with the OAS were suffi-
cient to bring the situation under control and also accomplish the
political objectives set forth initially. Considering that the OAS was
informed after initial U.S. decisions were made, it is quite possible
that the United States would have continued upon the course of preven-
tion of another Communist state, later hoping to explain the actions in
a similar manner as the explanation of the initial moves.

The political conditions within the Dominican Republic were
influenced heavily by the proximity of the United States. In addition,
these conditions were affected by U.S. investment and business within

the country., The relations between the United States and the Dominican
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Republic had been good, barring the coup that deposed Juan Bosch in
1963. Relations were resumed after Kennedy was assassinated and Presi-
dent Johnson reversed Kennedy's stand on democratic changes in govern-

ment., The main interest of the United States at that time was to avoid

- e

another Cuba in the 1'egion.1‘5 Since Trujillo adopted his anti-communist

stance following World War 1I, U.S.-Dominican relations had been domi-
nated by the desire to create a model for liberalism and democracy in
the Caribbean.’ The involvement of the United States in Vietnam at the
time and the "loss” of Cuba to the Communists provoked paranoia concern-
ing communism, The "Johnson Doctrine" of no second Cuba®’ combined with
a distrust of Juan Boach“8 militated in favor of United States support
of the loyalists (military junta) rather than a‘completely neutral
stance. Since the establishment of the Cold War camps, democracy versus
communism, the two-camp philosophy was not lost to the Latin Americans.
Many of the Latin countries, unable to cope with political opposition
and generate reform, labeled the opposition as Communists and used that
to gain what U,S. aid came their way. Internal problems were then
conveniently labeled as problems of attempted Communist domination with
the hope that the United States would help the country overcome these
problems with dollars., Many times, these problems had no relation to
communism, rather they were legitimate problems of developing countries.

Once the United States forces had been committed to the Domini-
can Republic, efforts concerning troop use then began as noted earlier.
To say that there were troop ceilings during the intervention would be
wrong considering that over 22,000 troops were eventually employed,
discounting the more than 10,000 involved on the ships at sea in the

area.’? Lowenthal notes that almost as soon as troops began arriving,
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officers pressed for the commitment of more troops, and the authority to
use them, while at the same time efforts were being made to obtain a
cease-fire.’0 This was explained by Ambassador Martin when he said that
the Department of Defense takes no unnecessary risks.’l On the other
hand, military commanders believe that overwhelming presence reduces the
chances of combat by intimidating the opposition, in this instance both
- opposing groups., Limitations placed upon troops in the Dominican crisis
were more of the nature of rules of engagement rather than numbers.
Definite rules of engagement were set forth as noted. These rules of
engagement did, in some measure, influence or limit the use of force
during the troop deployment.
The end product of the involvement of the United States in the
Dominican Republic was the fact that the United States would act to

prevent another Communist-dominated nation in the Americas. The

intervention in the Dominican Republic accomplished the goals of the
United States at the time, the removal of foreign nationals from the
country and the prevention of a takeover of the country by Communist-
inspired rebels. With a view to the specific situation in the Dominican
Republic, goals and objectives, military and political, were
accomplished. On the other hand, the intervention, in violation of the
OAS policy of nonintervention, can be viewed not as a success but as a

|

1 failure. The unilateral action of the United States convinced other
! countries that the U.S. would act again in the same manner. . The recent
|

incursion in Grenada lends credence to this fact. Tad Szulc pointed to !}—v{

e -
l"
ats

RUEEN

the fact that all three Communist oriented parties in the Dominican
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Republic gained in strength as a result of the U.S. intervention.’2 The
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immediate problems, however, that of preventing another Cuba and
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removing innocent personnel from the Dominican Republic, were solved éEA
between April 28, 1965 and September 20, 1966 by the imposition of ﬁiﬂ
overwvhelming force between the warring factions in the Dominican ?E
Republic.53 .

The military was little affected during this action. The fact e

that the military was used for more than a year as a peace-keeping force

did produce some lessons 1earned.54 These were, however, framed in -

terms of combat in cities, a manual that had first been published in . G
1952 and then again in 1964, Doctrine, although there was none at the
time concerning peace-keeping operations, did not result from the crisis
and the military involvement in the Dominican Republic. Peace-keeping i

forces and operations are briefly described in the current manual

FM_100-20, Low Intensity Conflict. This manual brie.ly describes police
assistance in an internal security situation. There seems to be no
basis for doctrine in this area, as it concerns specific military opera-

tions, rather it seems that the rules of engagement become the doctrine

under which forces operate, using normal tactical doctrine as required

by the situation. R
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CHAPTER 5

VIETNAM, 1961 - 1965

Discussion of America's longest and most tragic commitment since
World War II, or perhaps in its entire history, is difficult to begin.
First of all, the question arises, where to begin? The problems in
Vietnam during the time frame 1961 to 1965 did not arise of themselves,
rather they surfaced because of normal causal relationships that trace
their beginnings to the 1954 Geneva Accords and some even before. Why
1961 to 1965? The United States established a Military Assistance
Advisory Group (MAAG) in Indochina in 1950. The MAAG covered all of
Indochina, managing U.S. assistance to the countries through the French,
who were attempting to reestablish th ir colonial ties in the region,
The French, unable to regain their pre-World War II position throughout
the region, accepted the Geneva Accords of 1954, separating Indochina
into the countries of Laos, Cambodia, North and South Vietnam. The
United States, even before the Geneva Convention, was already concerned
over the situation and was making strides to stop the spread of Asian
communism by formulating plans to assist the newly formed governments in
the region. The MAAG was renamed to South Vietnam only and became
responsible for the management of the American military assistance
program in the country, that of training South Vietnamese forces for the
defense of the country. South Vietnam, under the leadership of
President Ngo Dinh Diem, became the recipient of many years of American

Assistance and several billions of dollars in order to remain a free and
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open society in a region that had been plagued by Communist attempts at
subversion for many years. Aid to South Vietnam was increased under
President Kennedy who wanted to establish a victory for his
administration., In countering the new wave of Communist insurgencies,
Kennedy's increased assistance to South Vietnam was hoped to be that
counter to the Communist elements in the country. The failure of the
aid during the period 1961 to 1965 and the subsequent massive troop
buildup beginning in 1965 and the following years was still not enough
to stem the Communist advance., Following Vietnamization and the
withdrawal of U.S. forces in 1973, it was only two short years until the
Communist flag was hoisted in Saigon and another victory was claimed by
the Communists. The period 1961 to 1965 is chosen, therefore, to focus
on Vietnam prior to a massive force buildup of conventional U.S. troops.
While a discussion of the entire Vietnam Conflict is unmanageable in
the context of this study, the period 1961 to 1965 can properly be
discussed within the bounds of the operational definition set forward at

the beginning of this study.

Background

To simply begin an investigation of the relations of the United
States and Vietnam during the period of 1961 to 1965 would not be
adequate, in any sense of the word, to a proper analysis. Books have
been written on the historical and political aspects in order to
acquaint Americans with Vietnam, so that a better understanding could be
achieved. To be sure, Vietnam was misunderstood by many, even those who
were there to "save" the country from the Communists. A background or

prelude to U.S. involvement in Vietnam during the period of 1961 to 1965
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is meant to properly set the stage for actions and policies carried out
during these years.,

United States involvement in Indochina after World War II began
in 1950 with the establishment of a Military Assistance Advisory Group
(MAAG) that was oriented to the entire region which included Laos,
Cauwpodia, and Vietnam. The French were attempting to reestablish their
colonial empire that was abandoned during World War II. That same year,
the U.S. began indirect aid to Vietnam through the French. In 1951,
direct economic aid to Vietnam was authorized by public law.l This
situation continued until the Geneva Agreements were signed in 1954, At
the time of the Geneva conference there were 342 U.S. personnel in
"South" Vietnam.2

The Geneva Agreements of 1954 were designed to peacefully
transition the region from colonial rule to independent states.
Vietnam, actually three distinct regions under the French, was
partitioned into North and South along the 17th Parallel with a
provision of holding reunification elections in two years, elections
which never took place. The United States, concerned still with
containment of monolithic communism, made a unilateral statement during
the Geneva Conference which was to influence its actions in later years
in the region. The declaration stated that the United States would not
disturb the agreements by force or threat thereof, that the United
States would view any aggression in the region in violation of the
agreements, and that the United States would work for free elections,
supervised by the United Nations.? Article 19 of the Geneva agreements
also prohibited the formation of military alliances and/or the

accommodation of foreign military bases in either the north or the
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south.“ Finally, of importance here, was the provision in the Geneva
agreements that no additional equipment, war materiel or troop
reinforcements would be introduced into either the north or the south,

over and above those necessary to replace men or materiel already

there.5

The argument about who violated which portion of the agreements
that were signed in Geneva form a moot point which is not germane to
this study. Suffice to say that within two years, 1956, events began
happening that would lead to the American "debacle." In 1955, as the
French withdrew from South Vietnam, the United States MAAG took over the
complete responsibility for the training of the South Vietnamese Army'.6
The same year, Diem announced that élections to reunify the country
would not be held. In May 1956, 350 more U.S. personnel were sent to
South Vietnam to help recover equipment that had been abandoned by the
French. Once the mission was complete, these personnel remained as a
part of the MAAG. With the Korean War still fresh in the minds of U.S.
personnel in the MAAG, the training of the South Vietnamese Army had an
inclination towards a conventional force that could defeat a
conventional Communist attack across the 17th Parallel, in essence

preparing the South Vietnamese Army for the last American war

experience.7

Events in the south as depicted above did not go unnoticed in
the north, As Jeffrey Race points out so dramatically in his book,
War Comes to Long An (1972), the north was biding its time, content that
the reunification elections would be sufficient to reunify the country
under the leadership of Ho Chi Minh.2 Diem's announcement that

elections would not be held forced the north to adopt other plans for
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the reunification of the country.‘plans evolving over time to take into
account the actions by the government of South Vietnam and the United
States actions in support of the government. Planning, according to
Race, took into account the U.S. involvement in the south, including the
uncertain eventuality of commitment of U.S. forces.? Race analyzed this
work of the "party" in two different ways. First he discussed the
party's action in terms of the concept of balance of forces, indicating
that the basic force that the party was atﬁempting to influence was
social rather that military.lo Then later he listed the strategy of the
party as preemptive while the government of South Vietnam was following
a reinforcing strategy.11 In this respect, the party worked to bring
the target population into alignment with the goals and aspirations of
the party while the government worked to retain what control it
exercised over the groups in the country from which it had traditionally
received its power,

United States assistance continued to be provided to South
Vietnam, consisting mostly of advisors and training teams for the South
Vietnamese Army. Violence towards the Americans stationed in the
country began in 1957 when a bomb blew up in the U.S. MAAG and USIS
(United States Information Service) installations in Saigon, injuring
several personnel. 1957 was the first year for Special Forces to be
employed in Vietnam, where a team trained South Vietnamese troops after
the activation of the 1st Special Forces Group on Okinawa,l3 An odd
incident took place in 1958 which fueled the fires of animosity between
the north and south in that President Diem created the Committee for the
Liberation of North Vietnam.la This year was marked by the beginning of

selective killings by the Viet Cong in South Vietnam.15 Then in 1959,
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ot et
E: two Americans were killed in a boembing incident that took place on a .
E:- Vietnamese military hase.16 In 1960, Hanoi called for the establishment :;i.:
of the National Liberation Front in South Vietnam while 15 village '
chiefs were being killed each \vleek.17 Special Forces were becoming more '
involved as 30 instructors were sent from Fort Bragg in May to set up a ;'
training program for the South Vietnamese Arllly.18 During 1960, the ) ‘x
United States announced that the MAAG in South Vietnam would be -
/ ' increased from 327 to 685 personnel by the end of the year. Finally, on
the eve of of his retirement from office, President Eisenhower sent '~.
~, President Diem a letter wishing him well in the future and pledging the ;i:_:-.
v continued support of the United States for the freedom of South Vietnam '~
in its struggle for democracy.19 :_
U.S. Assistance, 1961 - 1965
1961 began with a new American administration in Washington, ,
'\ President Kennedy was no stranger to Southeast Asia. His views had, EE
however, changed over the years., In 1954, while the French were losing ;::'
their influence in the region, he indicated that supporting the French
E: further with American aid would not be wise in view of the issues
. involved. In 1956, he had become a supporter of South Vietnam and
_ President Diem as a means to thwart the buildup of Communist R
influence.’® As he assumed office in 1961, he remained a supporter of f-.
S Diem and became even more concerned about the role of the United States. ".
- Sending a letter to all U.S. ambassadors in May, Kennedy T
, exhorted them to become the "leaders" of their "Country Teams" rather \"
than the managers of U.S. influence in these countries. He wished them ':‘-;
to be commanders, forcefully coordinating U.S, efforts.?l During the f\’
% 2
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same time, Vice President Johnson was visiting Saigon from which a joint
communique was issued to the effect that the United States did not plan
to send armed forces to Asia. However, the accord called for a 15%
increase in the armed forces of South Vietnam and for 100 "Agrovilles"
at the cost to the United States of between $50 - 100 million.22 About
a month later, June 14, South Vietnam requested that U.S, military
- instructors be used to directly train the South Vietnamese forces,
rather than the "train the trainer" concept that had been used for the
past three years by agreement.23 Special Forces were committed to South
Vietnam again in 1961 and this time the commitment would become

permanent, From a commitment of two, one noncommissioned officer and

one medic in October, 1961,24 to a team of medics deployed to assist the

minority groups in the central highlands,25

the Special Forces began to
assume responsibility for a CIA initiated program which was called the
Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) plan.z6 The CIDG program was to
be the most significant and far reaching contribution of the Special

Forces in Vietnam. In addition to training, 1961 was recognized as the

year in which the United States began providing combat support to the

South Vietnamese Army. In December, 33 helicopters accompanied by 400

air and ground crewmen arrived with an announcement from that State

Department that U,S. personnel would operate the equipment.27 Figures EZ::J

for the end of 1961 indicate that from 94828 to 2,000 men29 were in

.
,'l }\"-' ‘.-..' ;
870
A
s

\
% South Vietnam, men who were training, supporting or even accompanying ORI
|

the South Vietnamese on combat operations. End of year figures also
| show that 14 U.S. servicemen died as a result of the conflict in 1961,30
Agrovilles continued into but were stopped in 1961, First

| started in 1959 as a means of population control and protection, they
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? were not enthusiastically accepted by the population, people who had to -
:i. move at their own expense, buy land to till, leave their good fields, -
, move and leave their family burial places, etc. By 1961, the program -c

3‘." vas practically nonexistent and for good reason. The initial program ;E
':. was begun as a program of counterinsurgency.31 Meant to remove the :-3:
5 insurgent from the population, and at the same time to mobilize the - "
population for the government's effort in countering subversion, the ) ‘
2 agroville plan was a part of an even bigger plan to accomplish four
X ends; security of populace by regroupment and connection of the ;
:_ agrovilles, elimination of corruption with competent cadre for local
“_: administrative posts, improvement of local village finances, and the '%
’.z formation of a vigorous youth movemen.l:.32 The results have already been
:' mentioned, results directly affecting the populace. Zasloff concludes fi:
'3.: that the entire program was undertaken too rapidly, with little if any q-‘_:
) plan, no popular appeal or rather that instantaneous appeal Qas expected '_
.’ from the people by the government. In short, the South Vietnamese ?S'
government suffered from "gross self-delusion” concerning the agroville ,.'

plan.33

E The United States was groping for a response to the situation in ‘%
?.: Vietnam during 1961. It is apparent that nothing much was done during \_
' the year as shown above, Most of the year was spent in discussing the :-
.‘, problem of insurgency in Vietnam and the more important problem of how ) :-:'S{
.:, the United States was going to respond to the problem. Several authors : i-_,
; have offered explanations of what the U.S. was doing and why. ;;-3
g Explanations seem to indicate who was politically in favor at any E&
E} particular time and how U,S, policy and doctrine was influenced or -}-':
', shaped to meet the challenge in South Vietnam.y‘ The main emphasis L..:
- 2
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iR became one of preparing the South Vietnamese Army to meet the threat of ol
)
S insurgency from within, U.S. combat troops were dismissed as unfeasible s

.
£ after General Maxwell Taylor completed a fact finding tour to South T
Ve, -..;.
':j: Vietnam in October, 1961, The factfinding tour did produce a state of .{{
oy KR
3 emergency in South Vietnam which was announced the same day that Taylor N

began his report to the President.35 The end result of the mission was

. that President Diem had been filtering reports to the United States,
painting a rosy picture as things went from bad to worse.36 .
; The year 1962 brought more help from the U.S. government in F
terms of combat support. Helicopters grew in numbers during the year in
':f:: an effort to take the fight to the enemy. In February, U.S. pilots flew ::::;-
~ helicopters for a surprise attack on a village.37 In March, it was ;
_ reported tha;: there were more than 60 helicopters in Vietnam and the :{E
~ concept of vertical envelopment came into use.38 That same month, the :-:
,_. Department of State confirmed that U,S. pilots were flying combat ;
E_ training missions with South Vietnamese airmen over guerrilla held '::
":'-,: areas, the reason being a lack of qualified South Vietnamese pilot::a.:"9 "‘
Finally, concerning combat support from the air, in QOctober, it was
‘- reported that U.S. helicopters "fired first" upon suspected enemy. This “.-
:-. action was in violation of previous orders "to return fire only."“o ::::‘
Special Forces continued in their mission to train minority =
.:: groups in the central highlands of South Vietnam, Operating during much -
;f of 1962 under the U.S. Mission, they were reported to have trained about ".
2 5,000 CIDG forces by August, 1962.“1 In September, Special Forces were N
’\ transferred to the control of the Army and by November, 1962, there was :
- an organization known as U.S. Army Spec';ial Forces (Provisional) in South
- Vietnam, of approximately battalion size."2 r
%
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Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) was formed on

February 8, 1962 under the command of General Paul D, Harkins, former

U.S. Army deputy Commander in Chief, Pacific.43 Macv brought all forces

except the MAAG under one command. The MAAG continued to function

separately and by the end of 1962, had trained 65,000 Self Defense Corps

forces. 'By the end of the year, approxi