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This is a report of an intensive archaeological survey at
’ Harlan County Lake, Harlan County, Nebraska. The project was done
under contract with the United States Army Corps of Engineers,
Kansas City District (Contract No. DACW41-79-C-0074). The
objectives of the survey were to inventory archaeological
resources on the periphery of the lake, to intensively test a
number of known sites to determine their eligibility for
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP),
and to make recommendations to the Corps regarding future
management of the cultural resources in the project area.

The project was conducted in several phases, First, a
comprehensive literature search was done in order to obtain
background information on the prehistory of Harlan County and the
extent of archaeological research in the area to date. Second,
intensive field reconnaissance was conducted for the purpose of
locating and evaluating any previously unknown archaeological
resources on the shoreline or in the Public Use Areas adjacent to ]

X the lake. Methodologies utilized for this purpose included -
‘ general, transect and spot/transect surface reconnaissance,
shovel and auger testing, cutbank planing and soil probing. i
} Pinally, seven known sites were intensively tested in an attempt
to evaluate their eligibility for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places,

W m A S,

As a result of the field reconnaissance, a total of 64 new
sites were located, recorded, and their probable boundaries were
defined. Por each site, an assessaent of the effects of past,
N present and possible future disturbance (in the form of erosion,
L ) public access, construction, etc,) was made. Evaluation of the
) data obtained during the course of this project resulted in the i ‘
: formulation of a number of specific and general recommendations | , :
| for future actions by the Corps of Engineers in the management : i
: and preservation of the cultural resources of the area, The R
' authors of this report recommended that Harlan County Lake (as i
i defined by Federal property boundaries) be nominated in its it
i entirety to the NRHP as an Historic District,
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I. INTRODUCTION
The gutpolc of this report is to present the methods and

results of an archaeological survey and site testing project at
Harlan County Lake, Harlan County, Nebraska. The project was
done by contract with the United States Army Corps of Engineers,
Kansas City District (Contract Number DACW41-79-C-0074). The
objectives of the survey were to locate, identify, evaluate, and
make recommendations concerning archaeological sites previously
not known. Additionally, this survey tested seven known sites
for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

The first phase of the project was to locate and identify
archaeological resources in the shoreline erosion zone and the
public use areas of the Harlan County Lake area, and to make
subsequent recommendations as to the over-all protection,
preservation, and potential public benefit of these resources.
The second phase was the testing of seven sites to determine
t?tit potential eligibility to the National Register of Historic
Places,

Sgecific goals of the project included: 1) a thorough and
comprehensive literature search and records check; 2) an on-the-
ground reconnaissance survey to locate archaeological sites; 3)
intensive testing of seven archaeological sites for the NRHP; 4)
erosional analysis to determine the effects of water action on
archaeological sites; and 5) the integration of the data into
recommendations which represent guidelines for future reservoir
development,

The literature search and records check was conducted by
Kathleen A, Roetzel, Richard A, Strachan, and Michael A. Eigen.
Kathleen A. Roetzel was the Principal Investigator for this
project and was in over-all charge of the various aspects of the
field survey ard final report. Other personnel involved in this
project included Julie Cole, John Kjos, Cindy Nakama, Leann
Rudenick, and Roy Zehnder. Each of these individuals has had
numerous seasons of field experience including literature search,
reconnaissance, survey, excavation, and laboratory analysis.
Patricia Emerson and Wanda Watson assisted in the preparation of
this report., Amy Welch was involved in the laboratory analysis
of the artifactual material, primarily in preparing the specimens
for final curation. Line drawings of artifacts were provided by
Lana Siriyuvasakdi.
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I1. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT ARRA

location

Harlan County Lake is located along the Republican River in
the southeastern quadrant of Harlan County, Nebraska. Harlan
County is in the south central region of Nebraska along the
Nebraska-Kansas border (See Pigure 1). The lake is approximately

185 miles southwest of Lincoln, Nebraska and 287 miles northwest
of Topeka, Kansas.

Taopoyraphy

Harlan County is drained by the Republican River and its
tributaries which flow in an easterly direction. This drainage
system is a part of the larger Missouri River Basin drainage
system that flows through the Great Plains Region of the Midwest
{(See Figure 2). The entire county is part of a broad, easterly-
sloping loessial plain in the transition zone of mixed grass
prairies, Harlan County can be separated into three topographic
units: the uplands, the stream terraces, and the alluvial
bottomlands. The outstanding characteristic of this environment
is its semi-arid climate, in which the rainfall is inadequate for
the sort of agriculture utilized in humid lands.

Scils

The soils that are found in the Harlan County Lake region
belong to two different soil associations. The Holdrege-Coly-Uly
Association includes soils that are characterized as “deep, very
gently sloping to steep, silty soils on divides and drajinageways
in the loess-mantled uplands® (Mitchell, et. al. 1974). This
association is the dominant one for the region. The second soil
complex in the area is the Hord-Cozad~Hall Association. These
soils are characterized as "deep, nearly level to gently sloping,
silty soils on stream terraces and narrov bottom lands... the
most important natural resource in Harlan County is its deep,
easily worked soils, which are well suited to a variety of uses”
(Mitchell, et. al. 1974).

Genscal Rrajact Axea Rescxiption

The Harlan County Lake project consists of a total of 30,260
acres of government owned land, PFrom this total acreage, 16,350
acres exist as land mass above the normal multi-purpose pool
level (1946 m.s.1. elevation). Of this land mass acreage, 7395
acres (45%) are upland, 5060 acres (318) are terraces, and 3895
acres (24%) are bottomland (Pepperl and Palk, 1978).

The bulk of the remaining acreage exists as Harlan County
Lake. The lake was created by the Army Corps of Engineers by the
damming of the Republican River. The togzct was completed in
1952, Inundation of the area has created a lake with 75 miles of
shoreline and a total storage capacity of 850,000 acre-feet. The
lake extends 12 miles upstream from the dam at normal pool level,
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and controls a drainage area of 7,169 square miles. The lake
elevation varies from 1946 m.s.l, at the multipurpose pool level
to 1973.5 m.s8.1. at the flood control pool level (S8ee Figure 2).
The Corps of Engineers considers the lake valuable for flood
control, irrigation, conservation, silting reserve, and
recreation (Taken from the Army Corps of Engineers Harlan County
Lake Brochure, 1975).

Scope of HWokk

The initial contract for this project (See Appendix D),
dated May 24, 1979, requested that 800 acres of shoreline along
Harlan County Lake between the elevations 1935.0 m.s8.1, and
1953.0 m.8.1. be intensively surveyed (See Figure 3). An
evaluation of known sites for the NRHP through limited field
testing was included. The known sites to be tested were: 25HN],
25HN11, 25HN12, 25HN14, 25HN16, 25HN31, 25HN32, 25HNI], 25HN36,
25HN37, 25HN38, 25HN40, 25HN50, 25HNS3, 25HN54, 25HNS5S5, 25HNSG,
25HN57, 25HNS58, and 25HNS59. The final request was for survey of
the following Public Use Areas: Alma, Alma City Park, Alma
Vista, Patterson Harbor, Hunter Cove, Gremlin Cove, Outlet,
Methodist Cove, and North Cove (See Appendix, Maps 1-6).

The original proposal was amended (Sec Appendix D) o that
900 additional acres of shoreline would be included in the
intensive survey phase., The amended contract, dated December 3,
1979, required that 1700 acres of shoreline between elevations
1940.0 m.8.1. and 1953.0 m.s.1, be intensively surveyed. It also
deleted the following known sites from the NRHP evaluation phase:
25HN12, 25HN14, 25HN31, 25HN3], 25HN3G6, and 25BN38, The original
specifications pertaining to the Public Use Areas remained the
same. All of the above-mentioned Public Use Areas were
thoroughly surveyed (See Pigure 3),

Exosion Analysis

The sites that are now found around the perimeter of Harlan
County Lake were once situated on bluffs and terraces above the
Republican River and Prairie Dog Creek., Prior to inundation,
these sites were protected from the effects of the elements,
except perhaps for wind erosion, The prehistoric peoples who
chose these sites did so because they provided proximity to a
permanent water source without the threat of flooding. Subsequent
to inundation of the lake, the most destructive source of damage
to the cultural resources is erosion from wave action.

This constant disturbance takes two forms., Pirst, {t is
evident that wvave action is eroding the cutbanks surrounding the
lake, particularly on the south shore. Pigure 4 was taken from
the U0.8.6.8. Vining Creek to Alma quadrangle map, 1937 and from
the U.8.G.8 Republican City, Nebraska-Kansas quadrangle map,
1974. The Pigure represents the differences in the shorelines of
8indt Point and White Cat Point at 1950 m.s.1. betveen 1937 and
1974. Approximately 115 meters of the cutbank on the north shore
of 8indt Point has been washed avay. The configuration of the
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shoreline has also changed, in that small points have been eroded
away and inlets have been filled, making the shoreline appear
much more uniform,

The constantly changing cutbank was evident between 1977 and
1980. Pepperl and Palk (1978) make mention of site access on
Sindt and White Cat Points via gravel roads. When the field
examination was conducted in 1979, there were instances where the
roads terminated at the very edge of the cutbank., Thus, roads
that were intact in 1977 have since been partially destroyed as
the cutbank was eroded further and further back from the
waterline, Additionally, the condition of many sections of the
cutbank had dramatically changed from 1977 to 1980,

Cn the north shore of Sindt Point in 1977, the beach was
clear of fallen trees (Pepperl, Personal Communication). In 1979,
there were long stretches of beach along which crew members had
to climb through a tangle of fallen trees. The beach wvas
obviously not clear. In 1977, these trees were growing above the
cutbank, and in the interim had fallen onto the beach. Some of
the trees were bleached from the sun and had been down for over a
year. Others still had green foliage growing and had probably
fallen in the spring of 1979, Wwhen Sindt Point was revisited in
1980, again, new trees had falien from the cutbank tearing awvay
as much as 3 meters of s0il with their root systems. Also, the
soil that had been peeled from the cutbank in 1979 had been
dissolved by water action and was probably redeposited over the
beach.

The second form of disturbance is more subtle, and takes the
form of wave action on the beach, That is, the force of the wave
action is sufficient to physically move and redeposit large
quantities of soil., It is obvious from the 1977 and 1979
investigations and the 1980 revisit to the lake that wave action
is also moving and redepositing cultural materials. For example,
at the time Pepperl and Falk (1978) located 25HNS58, their
investigation revealed 3 lithic artifacts on the surface and the
size of the site was determined to be 10 square meters. 1In 1979,
when the same site was tested for the National Register of
Bistoric Places, 96 artifacts were recovered from the beach,
resulting in a site size of approximately 5625 square meters.

Three possible explanations can be given for this
difference. Picrst, the artifacts that were recovered in 1979
were inderd on the beach in 1977, but were covered with sandy
silt., 8Second, in 1977 the artifacts were not on the beach at
all, but by 1979 had been washed there by wave action from an
inundated site. Third, the artifacts recovered in 1979 were in
situ in the cutbank in 1977 and were subsequently washed onto the
peach, NKaking a determination as to the original location of
deposition of the artifacts from 25HN58, as well as the other
beach sites, has been difficult, if not impossible in some cases.
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III. FIELD NEBTERODOLOGY

Archaslogical Pield Mathods

The utilization of any archaeological field methodology or
combination of £ield methodologies is dependent upon the
particular goal orientation of the survey, as well as specific
characteristica of the survey area such as topography, ground
surface visibility, erosion, deposition, etc., In order to
maximize the location of prehiatoric sites and to determine the
nature and extent of each site, six field methodologies were
used, They were: 1) ground surface reconnaissance; 2) patterned
ground sucrface reconnaissance; 3) shovel testing; 4) auger
testing; S) cutbank planing; and §) soil probing,

Ground Surface Reconnajissance

On the shoreline, the primary method of site location was
ground surface reconnaissance, The surface manifestations of
archaeological sites were located, recovered, and properly
labeled as to provenience. This visual inspection was done at a
maximum interval of 30 meters, with the crew walking parallel to
the waterline and cutbank, Where the width of the sandy
:::fflino vas constricted, the survey interval was comparably

er.

In the public use areas, ground surface reconnaissance was
restricted to those areas vhere the ground surface visibility
allowed for successful visualexamination. This was usually
restricted to gravel roads, cllplgg'ateau. and wooded areas where
tree litter was minimal. Thus, e survey interval utiliged in
the uplands wvas variable.

Rattarned Ground Sucface Raconnaissance

Two types of patterned surface reconnaissance were enploxod
during this survey. The first was the transect method. As will
be demonstrated later, there were instances in which several
sites were located adjacent to each other ?ntuculnly around
S8indt and White Cat Points). Thus, the delineation of site
boundaries would have been extremely difficult if the standard
30-meter interval surface reconnaissance method described above
bad been used., Instead, in these situvations, transects wvere
laid from the edge of the water to the cutbank at 25~-meter
intervals. As will be seen, the utilization of this method
simplified the delineation of site boundaries. It should be
noted, however, that while the width of the transects remained
constant (25 meters), the 11:1:?. of the transects were dapendent
- th;odlltlnco from the of the water to the cutbank (See
gure S).

T™he second tm‘o! patterned surface reconnaissance was the
spot~transect method. This aethod was utilised in order to

in moee precise informetion on the distribution of artifacts
within a2 site acrea then could be obtained using the general
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transect method. Such information was useful in attempting to
identify areas of original artifact deposition and patterns of
tredeposition, Implementation of this method involved the
placement of transects from the shoreline to the cutbank at 25
meter intervals, Unlike the method described above, in which
artifacts were collected between the transects, this method
called for the collection of artifacts on the transects, in one-
meter square areas at five-meter intervals (See Figure 6). Thus,
on any transect, all of the artifacts within a one-meter square
area at the edge of the water were collected. The next one-
meter square area was five meters from the edge of the water on a
line toward the cutbank. Collection of artifacts continued in
this manner to the base of the cutbank, or as close as possible
in areas where vegetation or erosional gullies impeded access to
the cutbank itself.

Some mention should be made of the numbering system of the
transects and the subsurface tests. The assignment of transect
numbers was done in the field. Every effort was made to avoid
overlapping transect numbers to eliminate confusion.

However, there are two sites which do not have continuous
transect numbers, On site 25HNS0, the numbers range from
Transect #200-#213. Additional transects were done at this site
at a later date and to avoid overlap, the additional transects
were numbered Transect #250-254, It should be noted that
ftanlecg $200 and #250 were parallel to each other at a 25 meter

nterval,

The second site is 25HNSS5. The numbers on this site include
Transect $#100-4111 and the subsequent transects include Transect
#150-154. Again, Transect #150 is parallel to Transect #100 at a
25 meter interval,

In terms of the shovel test and auger test numbering, the
uniformity of the numbering system was dependent upon whether or
not the crew was working together or apart. The goal was not to
have two subsurface test units from the same site with the same
nhumber, making the subsequent laboratory analysis very difficult.
It should be noted here that nejither the transect numbers nor the
shovel test or auger test numbers were changed in the laboratory.
It may not give the appearance of uniformity and flow, but the
report will always coincide with the field notes that were taken
and can be of use to future researchers. Additionally, it should
be noted that the shovel test and auger test numbers indicate the
exact number of subsurface tests that were dug on the particular
site. Por example, at 25HN40, the shovel tests are numbered 22-
26. é:?ll indicates that 5 shovel tests were dug on the site and
not .

Sboysl Tasting

Shovel tests vere dug in those areas vhich did not allow for
adequate ground surface reconnaissance. Each test was 50 cm. by
S0 cm., g in 10 om, artificial units. All of the backdirt from
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each pit/level was processed through 1/4" wire mesh screens., Any
artifact recovered from the shovel testing vas recorded as to
location by specific pit and level. The shovel testing was
particularly useful in the upland areas and for testing the
previously recorded sites for the NRHP,

Auger Tesating

Auger tests were dug at most of the newly-located
archaeological sites. Each test was 7 inches in diameter and was
dug in 10 cm,. artificial levels. Again, all of the backdirt was
processed through 1/4" wire mesh screens by level. All acrtifacts
recovered were bagged according to pit and level. Auger testing
allowed for greater depth (up to eight feet) than did shovel
testing, and therefore proved particularly useful on the upland
sites. Additionally, the auger testing process was measurably
more time-efficient than shovel testing, allowing for the
recovery of the same amount of information in far less time,

Cutbank Planing

Planing of the cutbank was done utilizing a trowel or small
hand hoe., The exposed cutbank was planed or smoothed and
measurements of the various stratigraphic levels were noted,
There was no specified interval for the cutbank planing. The
primary determinant was accessability to the bank, If fallen
trees or dense vegetation cover did not allow the crew member
access to the bank, planing was not done. 1In site areas where
cutbank planing was posaible, visual examination of the cutbank
was done along the entire extent of the cutbank and actual

planing was done at appropriate intervals.

Additionally, any artifacts that were found in the cutbank
were recovered and noted as to location., Because of the
tremendous amount of erosion and redeposition caused by water
action, the information obtained from the cutbank was very
useful., 1In some instances, it aided in determining whether a
site found on the beach through surface reconnaissance was in
situ, redeposited onto the beach, or eroded down from the
cutbank. Cutbank planing was also helpful in determining the
extent of erosional damage and whether or not certain sites have
been completely destroyed.

8cil Rrobing

Subsurface probing is a minimal-disturbance technigque for
samf-ling and evaluating subsurface stratigraphy, déistucbance, or
cultural materials. The 80il probe was one meter in length with
a coring capacity of one square centimeter. It was used
primarily in the bottom of shovel tests, but was also used
horisontally in the cutbank.

DReterminatian of 8ite Roundariss
The boundaries of the archaeological sites were defined by




employing two distinct criteria, The first vas physical and
natural boundaries such as shoreline, high vertical cliffs, etc.
The second was the areal extent of the artifactual material.
These two factors were used together in the determination of site

boundaries (See Figure 7).

Thus, when an archaeological site was located on the beach,
for our purposes, one site boundary was the shoreline, It is
certainly possible that some of the sites extend into the water,
but {t was well beyond the scope of this project to make that
determination,

Determination of Site Iyps

The sites located as a result of the field survey can be
classified initially upon the basis of location and subsequently
according to the nature of their present status. When this is
combined with the type of site considered, it is possible to
outline out a coherent set of site-specific recommendations as to
site management.

The sites located as a result of this survey were sjtuated
either in the uplands or on the beach. All of the sites can be
further classified on the basis of their present condition,
Thus, the upland sites can be divided into disturbed,
undisturbed, and redeposited.

A diaturhed upland site is a site which is being or has been
damaged by erosion, construction of picnic areas, campgrounds,
roads, etc. An undisturbed upland aits is a site which exhibits
no evidence of past disturbance nor potential future disturbance
such as vehicular or pedestrian traffic, road construction, etc.
A radsposited upland aite is a site found in or near a road which
exhibits evidence of being brought in with graveling or £ill
operations. The location of original deposition is not known for
these sites,

Likewise, the shoreline sites can be broken down into three
categories, including those sites found on the beach as a result
of redeposition, beach sites with evidence of additional cultural
material in the cutbank, and inundated sites. A baach sits is a
redeposited site wvhere cultural material was recovered from the
beach and no additional evidence of cultural material wvas
recovered from the cutbank. Artifacts from these sites are
randomly scattered on the beach from the cutbank to the waterline
such that determining whether the redeposition came from the
cutbank above or below the waterline is impossible.

A heach/cutbank site is a site where cultural material was
recovered from the cutbank in addition to the lag deposits on the
beach. An jinundatsad sits is a site located on the mud flat below
the normal pool elevation of the lake and so is periodically or
consistantly inundated.

The determination of whether a beach site is redeposited on
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FIGURE 7:
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the beach, inundated, or a lag deposit is made on the basis of
the distribution of artifactual aaterial recovered from the
beach. If the cultural material was recovered only along the
wvaterline, the site is assumed to be inundated. If cultural
material was recovered from along the cutbank, it is assummed to
be a lag deposit. S8Sites where cultural material vas randomly
scattered on the beach from the cutbank to the waterlineare
considered a redeposited site that could be from a site eroding
from the cutbank or from an inundated site. All artifacts found
on the beach are subject in varying degrees to redeposition by
water action. While it may represent a secondary deposit, it may
be that artifacts from the site can still be found in situ on the
cutbank above or in the case of particularly large sites, beyond
the tension zone below the waterline.

For the purposes of making pertinent recommendations, it is
neceasary to also categorize the sites into types. The types of
sites that were recovered include habitation, camp sites, lithic
scatters, and find spots. A habitation site is defined here as a
site which exhibits evidence of long~term occupation of an area
by prehistoric peoples. Bacause the relationship between
sedentary or semi-sedentary habitation and ceramics is well
documented in the archaeological literature, if a site yielded
ceramices it was classified as a habitation site. 1In addition to
the ceramics, these sites have yielded stone tools and a wide
range of lithic debris.

A CABD site is a site which has no evidence of long-term
occupation, It is generally characterized by scattered lithic
debris and stone tools. No site which yielded ceramics wvas
classified as a camp site. A lithic scatter is a site which
yielded only lithic debris. Because of the variation in the size
of the lithic scatters, they have been arbitrarily broken down
into small, medium, and large. A small lithic scatter yielded 2-
10 artifacts (a single artifact is a find-spot), a medium lithic
scatter yielded 11-25 artifacts, and a large lithic scatter
yielded more than 26 artifacts. A £ind spat is defined as any
area at which only a single artifact was recovered,
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Thus, the categorization of sites can be broken down as follows:

I.
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Upland

A.

C.

II.

Disturbed

1.
2.
3.
4.

Habitation
Camp

Lithic Scatter
Pind Spot

Undistucrbed

1,
2.
3.
4.

Habitation
Camp

Lithic Scatter
Pind Spot

Redeposited

Habitation
Canp

Lithic Scatter
Pind Spot

Shoreline
A. Beach

1.
2.
3.
4.

B. Beach

1.
2.
3.
4.

Only

Habitaticn
Camp

Lithic Scatter
Find 8pot

and Cutbank

Habitation
Camp

Lithic Scatter
Pind Spot

C. 1Inundated/Destroyed

1.
2.
3.
4.

Habitation
Camp

Lithic Scatter
Pind Spot
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In the laboratory, all of the artifacts recovered from the
survey at Harlan County Lake were cleaned. The stone artifacts
were washed in clear water and air dryed. The more delicate
types of materials, such as bone and ceramics, were dry-brushed
using a soft toothbrush. Any friable meterials, such as shell
and bone, were immediately put into small plastic cups with lids
and protected with cotton. During this process, all of the
artifacts were kept separate on the basis of site, test unit or
transect and exact provenience.,

All of the artifacts were then numbered by site, utilizing
the system of the Nebraska State Historical Society. (Site
numbers, site survey forms and artifact inventory forms were
obtained from the Historical Society.) As the artifacts were
being numbered, artifact inventory forms were filled out. These
forms indicate accession number, site number, individual
catalogue number, a brief description of each artifact, and the
location and depth of recovery, When their analysis was
completed, all artifacts from this survey were packaged and
delivered to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln for permanent
curation,

Lithic Analyais

All of the lithic artifacts recovered from this survey were
classified into types which reflect specific activities
associated with them or attributed to them, The distribution of
lithic artifacts vas then examined, and tools vere analyzed to
determine cultural affiliation. However, the assignment of any
site or component to a cultural affiliation was based upon both
lithic and ceramic analysis,

Cazanic Analysis

All of the recovered ceramics vere sorted on the basis of
cultural affiliation, where possible., The frequency and
distribution of the ceramics wvas examined and compared to the
distribution of lithic artifacts in order to aid in determination
of cultural affiliations for specific sites.

e R - .-

[




i Lt o
R T w"’b-’*“" - L *_‘.N“ﬁ-nq& e R

"

~ DN e —

#

i e s e e TR (o S T AR T R, W A "fv'r‘f’mv»u"i

V. CULTURE HISTORY

The geographic area with which this report is concerned is
situated in what has been designated the Central Plains Subarea
of the Great Plains Culture Area, Specifically, it is part of
the Loess Plain Region of the Central Plains, a mixed-grass
transitional zone between the short-grass prairie to the west and
the tall-grass prairies and woodlands to the east., Most of this
region is dissected by the valleyas of the Republican River and
its tributaries, which ultimately empty into the Missouri River.

Extensive research, as outlined by Pepperl and Falk (1978),
into the prehistory of the Central Plains Subarea has resulted in
the recognition of four major periods of cultural development:
the Paleo-Indian or Big-Game Hunting period, the Archaic or
Foraging period (both pre-ceramic), the Plains Woodland period
and the Plains village period, Currently, very little evidence
is available regarding the specifics of the first two periods as
they occurred in the vicinity of Harlan County Lake. Evidence
from surrounding areas, however, indicates that the Paleo-Indian
period was characterized by a focus on intensive hunting of now-
extinct Pleistocene megafauna, probably utilizing worked-stone
tools of the types known as Folsom and Clovis. The Archaic
period which followed represents a modification of subsistence
practices, with increased emphasis on gathering of wild food
resources and a shift in hunting patterns to a focus on smaller,
faster game animals.

The two later cultural periods, the Plains Woodland, (c.
A.D. 1 - AD. 1000) and the Plains village, (c. A.D. 1000 -
historic times) are much better known from investigations at
numerous sites in the Central Plains, The Woodland sites
indicate that the people of this period focused their subsistence
activities on hunting and gathering in small wooded creek
valleys, Sites are generally rather small, and the remains of
house structures are indicative of temporary shelters rather than
substantial, semi-permanent dwellings., Thick, cord-roughened
ceramics are a characteristic trait of these sites, Evidence of
the presence of exotic cultigens (corn and squash) has been
recovered from a few Woodland sites, but very little is yet known
about exactly when cultigens first appeared in the area or how
extensive horticultural activities were during this period.
Several mass burial areas have also been located, which exhibit
semi-flexed interments and grave goods including shell bead
necklaces. A number of regional variants of this general pattern
have been recognized in the Central Plains, one of which is the
Reith Pocus, which occutrs in central and western Nebraska,

The succeeding Plains Village Periocd is probably the best-
known of all prehistoric cultural patterns in the Central Plains,
It appeatrs to represent an incursion into the area by peoples
from another region (probably to the south), to a great extent
supplanting the Woodland lifestyle which had previously existed.
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In general, this cultural complex was characterized by larger
more rmanent settlements than were extant during the wWoodlan
period, a change in preferred location to terraces above major
stream channels, increased emphasis on horticulture for
subsistence and an elaboration of ceramic styles. Like the
Woodland, this period has also been divided into a number of
subgroupings, defined on the basis of cultural assemblages and
distinguished from each other temporally and/or spatially.

One of the best known of the subgroups within the Plains
Village period is the Upper Republican Culture (or aspect). It
vas first identified from sites found along the drainage of the
Republican River in southern Nebraska, and is generally
considered to be concentrated in the Loess Plains Region of
Nebraska. The Upper Republican villagers were intensive
horticulturalists who grew corn, beans, squash and sunflowers in
the broad bottomlands of the Republican River and its
tributaries. They were not, however, exclusively farmers. Upper
Republican sites appear to reflect a continued reliance on
exploitation of local plant resources and hunting pursuits,
including seasonal group hunts for large game such as buffalo.
Other traits of Upper Republican culture include characteristic
rectangular earth~lodges and ceramic vessels with thickened,
flared rims decorated with incised lines.

The Upper Republican complex itself has been broken down
into a number of smaller units, each of which represents a
particular local adaptation within the larger cultural pattern.
The Lost Creek FPocus is such a unit which has been defined and
identified in the vicinity of Harlan County Lake. S8lightly to
the west, a number of sites have been assigned to the Medicine
Creek Focus of the Upper Republican Aspect., The distinctions
between these units are based to a large extent on differences in
ceramic decoration techniques.

The decline of the Upper Republican culture appears to have
occurred sometime around A.D. 1500, for reasons not yet fully
understood. It is probable, however, that major climatic changes
resulting in prolonged periods of drought had an adverse affect
on farming practices and forced an sbandonment of the area in
favor of lands more suitable to horticulture,

The final ltlg’ of prehistory in the Central Plains extends
from about A.D. 1500 to the time of intial contact with
Buropeans. Among the cultural designations formulated for this
final segment of the Plains Village period is the Dismal River
Aspect., 8 cultural complex apparently represents a return to
hunting as s primary mode of subsistence, with very little
dependence on horticulture. 8Sites are characteriszed by small,
citcular house structures and thin, frequently mica-tempered
cecamices with “simple-stamp” decoration. The Dismal River
affiliation is generally considered to represent the peoples
known in historic times as the Plains Apache. 8ites near Narlan
County Lake which have been assigned to this catogoty include
White Cat Village (25MN37). Occupation at this site has been
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3 dated at c. A.D, 1725 and it thus appears to be one of the latest
‘ representatives of the Plains village Tradition prior to the

advent of historic times,
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Taken Prom: Gradwohl (1969): Grange (1968); Pepperl and Falk
(1978) ) Wedel (1961); and Wood (1969).




Vi. DESCRIPTIONS OF RENLY RBOCORDED ARCEAROLOGICAL SITES

The site descriptions below are arranged in directional
order around the periphery of Harlan County Lake., FPor locational

purposes, the lake has been divided into six sections, as
follows:

Section A: On the north shore of the lake, from its eastern-
most end to the middle of North Cove.

Section B: On the north shore of the lake, from the middle
of North Cove to the middle of Methodist Cove.

Section C: On the north shore of the lake, from the middle
of Methodist Cove to the City of Alma,

Section D: On the south shore of the lake, from the Alma
Vista Public Use Area to the tip of Sindt Point.

8Section E: On the south shore of the lake, from Sindt Point
to the middle of Bone Cove.

Section F: On the south shore of the lake, from the middle
of Bone Cove to the eastern~-most end of the lake.

The sites are listed in order, starting on the north shore
of the lake at its eastern end (Section A), and proceeding in a
counter~-clockwigse direction around the lake to Section P. EBach
site {s identified as being located in one of the sections
def ined above.

258M115

Descxiption and Condition of the Site

This site is a small lithic scatter located on the beach in
Section A. Cultural material was recovered from the beach close
to the base of the cutbank., It is possible that the artifacts
that represent this site are part of 25HM114 and have been
redeposited by wave action. The elevation at the site is 1950
m.8.1. and the ground surface visibility was 75 percent. The
size of the site is 30 square meters. The cultura) affiliation
is indeterminant.

Sources of Disturhance

Heavy public use of the beach area and wave action are the
primary sources of disturbance to the asite.

Batbod of Collection

The site area was visually examined. Additionally, open
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areas within the campground above the site were checked, but no
cultural material was recovered, The cutbank was closely
inspected but no cultural material was recovered.

Artifacts Recovered

Three jasper flakes were recovered from the site,

a5mm 14

Reacription and Condition of the Site

This site is a camp located just west of 25HN115 in Section
A, It is situated on a ridge above the beach. All of the
artifacts except the projectile point were recovered from open
areas in the campground where the ground surface visibility was
variable, The projectile was recovered from the beach below the
site, where the ground surface visibility was 70 percent. The
elevation at the site is 1950 m.s8.1. Site size is approximated
at 75 square meters. Recovered cultural material indicates that
this site dates from the Late Prehistoric-Early Historic period.

Squrces of Disturhancs

This site is located in the southern portion of the
campground and extends onto the beach., Because of the heavy
public use in the area, the site has been disturbed by
construction and maintenance of the campground in addition to
pedestrian traffic, The beach along the site area also exhibits
evidence of heavy public use, Wave action is another aource of
disturbance at the site,

dethod of Collection

Because the campground was covered with grass, no surface
reconnaissance vas conducted above the cutbank. On the beach,
the site area wvas visually inspected. No shovel tests or auger
tests were placed above the cutbank. The area was disturbed by
the campground and any subsurface testing would have been
useless. The cutbank along the site area was examined but no
cultural material was recovered.

Axtifacts Recoverad

A total of 4 artifacts were recovered from this site,
including 3 jasper flakes and the base of a stemmed jasper
projectile point,




- : - ———— -
oo o ®
WP <o, i,
Fooh

PR

A

A gy

B N N AL I A Y M T TN AL & o NSRRGSR S Ay e, o o o

i 258M152

Reacription and Condition of Lhe Site

This site is a find spot located in the uplands in Section
A. It was located in a field where the ground surface visibility
was lesg than 10 percent, When the site was revisited, the crop
had been harvested, but the surface visibility was still poor.
The topography surrounding the site is reasonably uniform. The
elevation at the site is 2000 m.s.l. The size of the site is
unknown. The cultural affiliation of the site is indeterminant.

"y Sources of Disturbance

Unlike many of the other sites, there is nothing like water
action or potential construction that will have an immediate
impact on the site,

Method of Collection

Because the ground surface visibility was so poor, a
thorough visual examination of the site was impossible. Two
auger tests were placed on the site,

Auger Test #]1 was placed 1 meter from the location of the
isolated flake. It was dug to 50 cm. and no cultural material
was recovered,

) Auger Test #2 was placed 15 meters south of Auger Test $1.
! It was dug to 70 cm. and yielded no cultural material.

Artifacts Recovered

' A single jasper flake was recovered from the site,

25mm113

Reacxiption and Condition of the fite

This site is a small lithic scatter located in Section A.
The size of the site is approximately 150 square meters.
Artifacts were recovered only from a ridge, although the beach
below was also examined. The ground surface visibility at the
site was approximately 90 percent. The cultural affiliation of
the site is indeterminant,

gourcas of Diaturbance

Two sources of potential disturbance exist on the site. The
ficet is s0il erosion off the ridge to the beach and the second
is pedestrian traffic and/or vandalism,.
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Method of Collection
Ground surface reconpaissance was done both on the ridge and

on the beach, Cutbank planing was also done in order to
determine the stratigraphic extent of the site.

Artifacts Recovered

The artifacts recovered from this site consist of 6 jasper
flakes and 1 chert flake,

258154

Description and Condition of the Site

This upland site is a amall lithic scatter located in
Section A, It is situated southeast of the junction of two gravel
roads, All of the artifacts recovered from the site were found
in the backdirt of rodent burrows concentrated within a 5 square
meter area, The site i8 covered with grasses with random open
areas, The ground surface visibility is 20 percent, and the
elevation is 1970 m.s.1. The cultural affiliation of the site is
indeterminant,

Sources of DRisturbance

The gravel roads that border the site seem to be
infrequently used by the public. Thus, there is no apparent
source of disturbance to the site.

Method of Cellction

Because the ground surface visibility was so poor on the
site, a patterned surface reconnaissance wvas not conducted., Each
of the rodent burrows in the area was thoroughly checked for
cultural material. The road cuts were also visually examined,
An auger test and a shovel test were dug on the site.

Auger Test #1 was placed in the center of the artifact
concentration, 79 meters east of the north-south road and 9
meters south of the east-west road, The pit was dug to 60 cm,
and no cultural material was recovered.

S8hovel Test #2 was placed 30 meters due south of Auger Test
$l. It was dug to 65 cm. and no cultural material was recovered,

Actifacts Recoversd
A total of 4 jasper flakes, 3 chert flakes and 1 jasper

fragment vere recovered from the site. No diagnostic cultural
material was recovered.
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2588130

Description and Condition of the Site

This site is a camp which is located on the beach in
Section A. A narrow jeep trail passes through the west side of
the site area, The elevation of the site is 1938 m.s8.1. and the
ground surface visibility was 75 percent, The site was very wet,
covered with small willows and tall weeds. The size of the site
is 220 meters, The cultural affiliation of the site is Woodland,
possibly Keith Focus.

Sources of Disturbance

The primary source of disturbance is continuing inundation
and subsequent soil erosion and redeposition.

Method of Collection

Because the site was such a distance from the cutbank,
ground surface reconnaissance was the only method utilized at the
site., No subsurface testing was done due to the high moisture
content,

Artifacts Recovered
The collection from the site included 1 jasper flake, 3
chert flakes, 3 jasper fragments, a chert fragment, 1 flint core

and the base of a jasper base-notched projectile point (See Plate
4).

25HN1 48
Deacription and Condition of the Site

This camp site consists of two concentrations of artifactual
material located on the beach in Section A. A known site,
25HNS3, i8 in the vicinity of this site, Because of the impact
of water action on archaeological sites, it is unknown whether
this site is a part of 25HN53 or whether it is a unique site, It
has been designated as a separate site for ease of
interpretation, in addition to the visible break in the artifact
distributions between this site and 25HN53, The site area has a
ground surface visibility of 60 percent and an elevation ranging
from 1940 to 1950 m.s.l. An abandoned railroad grade runs
through the western portion of the site. The size of the western
concentration of artifacts is 4800 square meters. The sige of
the eastern concentration of artifacts is 4000 square meters.
Cultural affiliation could not be determined.

Soucrces of Riatuibance

The primary source of disturbance to the site is erosion by
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vave action., The eastern concentration of artifacta is subject
to constant inundation by the lake. Other sources of disturbance
to the site are pedestrian and vehicular traffic from the cabins
and picnic area above the cutbank. Although the public has
unlimited access to the site, there was no evidence of looting as
there was at other sites. The third source of disturbance was
the abandoned railroad grade which runs through the site, 1It's
construction must have caused damage to the site,

Method of Collection

The primary method utilized on the site was ground surface
reconnaissance. Although the surface visibility was not as good
as at other sites, visual examination on hands and knees yielded
a thorough surface inspection. The cutbank was examined along
the site area but no cultural material was recovered. Because of
the visible "break” in the artifact distributions between this
site and 25HNS5), it was thought unnecessary to do subsurface
testing in order to make this confirmation,

Artifacts Recovered

Two jasper flakes, 1 chert flake, 1 flint flake, 1 jasper
scraper and 1 jasper fluted/bifacially~worked knife were
recovered (See Plate 7).

25HM1 49

Rescription and Condition of Lthe Site

This small lithic scatter is located on the bank of an
intermittent stream in Section A, exposed in sandy, eroded areas.
It is a lithic scatter located in an area with ground surface
visibility of 40 percent. The elevation at the site is 1950
m.8.1, The size of the site ig 800 square meters. The cultural
affiliation of the site is indeterminant.

Seurces of Disturbance

The site is disturbed by inundation, erosion by wave action,
and public use of the site area.

Mathod of Collection

Because the ground surface visibility at the site was poor,
ground surface reconnaissance was minimal. There were open sandy
areas which were thoroughly examined. The cutbank along North
Cove, as well as the cutbank of the intermittent stream were
examined. No cultural material was recovered. An auger test was
placed at the center of the concentration at the confluence of
the stream and North Cove. It was dug to 80 cm. Ko cultural
material was recovered.
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Artifacts Recovered

A total of 2 chert flakes were recovered from the site.
Workable raw stone material was observed on the site, but it was
not collected,

25BM150

Description and Condition of the Site

This upland site is located in Section A, exposed in a jeep
. trajl, The site is a small lithic scatter situated 30 meters
! north of 25HN149. The ground surface visibility on the site is
variable, On the trail, it is 100 percent while off the trail,
in the wooded areas, it is reduced to 20 percent. The elevation
at the site is 1970 m.s.1. and is 600 square meters in size.

The cultural affiliation of the site is indeterminant.

Sources of Disturbance

The only sources of disturbance at the site are associated
with the jeep trail including vehicular traffic and future
maintenance,

Method of Collection

The length of the jeep trail was thoroughly examined.
Because no other areas were conducive to visual examination, two
! auger tests were dug.

Auger Test #]1 was placed 15 meters north of the trail and 15
meters east of the cutbank. It was dug to 70 cm, and no cultural
material was recovered.

Auger Test #2 was placed 15 meters south of the jeep trail
and 20 meters east of the cutbank, 1t was dug to 74 cm, and no
; cultural material was recovered.

Axtifacts Recovered

One jasper flake, 1 chert flake, 2 £1int £’ « :s and 1 chert
fragment were recovered from the site.

asmme)

Dascription and Condition of tha Sits

This site is a small upland lithic scatter located in
Section A, The characteristics of this site are similar to
25HN160 except that the elevation of this site is 2000 m.s.]l. and
two flakes were found rather than one. The cultural affiliation
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of the site is indeterminant.

Sourcen of Disturbance

The only sources of disturbance to the site are from
cultivation and future maintenance of the road,

Method of Collection

The length of the road was visually examined, as well as any
open areas within the vicinity of the site., A single auger test
was dug.

Auger Test #1 was dug 5 meters west of the road to a depth
of 65 cm, No cultural material was recovered from this pit.

Artifacts Recovered

Two jasper flakes were recovered from the site,

258M160

Description and Condition of the Site

This Bite is a upland find spot located in Section A. The
artifact was found in a dirt road. The road was not covered with
gravel, thus, it is unlikely that the artifact was redeposited.
On the east side of the road, the land is privately owned., On
the west side, the area is in hay which reduced ground surface
visibility to less than 5 percent, The elevation at the site is
2010 m.s.l. The cultural affiliation of the site is
indeterminant.

Sources of Riaturbance

The only sources of disturbance to the site come from
cultivation and future maintenance of the road.

dethod of Collection

In the surrounding areas, the ground surface visibility did
not allow for visual examination of the surface. However, the
road itself was visually examined as well as any open areus. A
single auger test was dug at the site.

Auger Test $#1 was placed 5 meters vest of the road in the

hay field. It was dug to 65 cm, and yielded no cultural
material.

Axtifacts Reacovered

A single chert flake was recovered from the site.
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250M164

Dascciption and Condition of tha Sits

This site is a small lithic scatter located along the beach
in Section B. The ground surface visibility on the site is 95
percent and the elevation is 1943 m.s.1. This site is sast and
north of 25HN134. The artifactual materials collected were given
separate site designations because of the lack of artifacts found
between the two sites. That is, they appear to be unique
concentrations of material that warrant division into separate
site designations. The size of this site is 1000 square meters.
The cultural affiliation of the site is indeterminant.

Sources of Disturbance

The only source of disturbance to the site is water action.
There is some evidence of slumpage from the cutbank in addition
to the churning of artifacts on the surface.

Method of Colleciion

Because the ground surface visibility was good, ground
surface reconnaissance was conducted over the entire site.
Additionally, the cutbank was examined and an auger test was dug.

Auger Test ¢1 was dug in order to determine the depth of the
artifact concentration, It was placed in the approximate center
of the artifact concentration. It was dug to 60 cm, and no
cultural material was recovered.

Actifacts Recovered

One jasper flake, 1 chert flake, 1 flint flake, 1 schist
flake, and 1 jasper fragment were recovered from the site.

25HN1 58

Description and Condition of the fits

This site is a small lithic scatter located in the uplands
in Section B, The area is relatively uniform on a terrace above
the lake, The campground is covered with grass leaving the
ground surface visibility at less than 5 percent. The elevation
of the site is 2000 m,s.1. The cultural affiliation of the site
is indeterminant.

Sources of Risturbance

The site area may have been disturbed by the construction of
the campground, or may be affected in the future by maintenance
of the campground area. Additionally, the area is used by the
public which may be a potential source of disturbance,




j’ Mathod of Collection

All of the animal burrows in the vicinity were checked well
as the roads surrounding the campground, A single test pit was
dug on the site.

Test Pit #]1 was placed 1 meter east of the location of the
artifacts. The pit was dug to 37 ca, and no cultural material
1 was recovered.

Actifacta Recovared

Two jasper flakes and 1 jasper fragment were recovered from
the site.

258m 57

Deaacciption and Conditjon of the Site

This site is an upland find spot located in Section B. It
was found below the picnic area atop the cutbank just north of a
dirt path. The aite area is covered with grasses making the
ground surface visibility less than 20 percent. The visibility
along the path is 100 percent. The elevation at the site is 1980
m.8.1. The cultural affiliation of the site is indeterminant.

Sources of Risturbapce

There was minimal evidence of rodent burrowing on the site.
} Also, there wvas some evidence of so0il erosion off the cutbank.

detbod of Collsction

Ground surface reconnaissance was conducted along the dirt
path but no cultural material was recovered. Each of the rodent
burrows in the site area was examined, again, with negative
t results. A single auger test was placed on the site.

Auger Test #1 was placed less than ] meter from the location
of the surface find., The pit was dug to 90 cm. and yielded no
cultural material.

Axtifacts Reacovarad

A single jasper flake was recovered from the site,

asamss

Dascziption and Condition aof tha 8its
This upland site is a £ind spot located in S8ection B. The
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single artifact was recovered from an open spot which is
surcrounded by thick grasses. Ground surface visibility at the
site is less than 5 percent. There is a ravine situated just
north of the site and a gravel road to the north and west., The
cultural affjiliation of the site is indeterminant,

Scurces of DRisturbance

There appear to be no potential sources of disturbance at
this site.

Method of Collsction

Because the site area was overgrown with random open spots,
each of these spots was visually examined. Additionally, one
auger test was dug on the site.

Auger Test #1 was placed 2 meters ecast of the flake
recovered from the surface. It was placed there in order to
verify the results of the surface reconnaissance. The pit was
dug to 60 cm, and yielded no cultural material,

Actifacts Rscoversd

A single jasper flake was recovered from the site,

Descciption and Condition of the Site

This site is a £ind spot in the upland in S8ection B, The
general site area is in close proximity to a high pressure gas
pipeline., The area appears to have been significantly disturbed
by the construction of the line. The site is covered with heav
grasses making the ground surface visibility less than 2
percei.c. The elevation at the site is 20295 m.s.). The cultural
atfiliation of the site is indeterminant.

Souzces of Riaturbancs

The construction of the gas pipeline has either completely
damaged an existing site which is now evidenced by only a single
artifact, or the site consists of only a single artifact that the
pipeline has not disturbed at all.

Mathod of Callaction

Although the single artifact from this site vas found on the
surface, the ground surface visibility 4id not allov for adequate
visual ezxamination of the area, Thete were some rodent burcows
that vere exanined but yielded no cultucal material, WNo
subsurface testing vas done due to the close proximity of the

pipeline.
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A single jasper flake was recovered from this site.

a58m134

Description and Condition of the Site

This site is a habjtation located on the beach in Section B.
The cultural material was found scattered along the beach between
the waterline and the cutbank. The elevation at the site is 1950
m.s.l. The ground surface visibility was 100 percent., The size
of the site is 1600 square meters, This site has three natural
boundaries. On the east and west sides, small inlets serve as
site boundaries, and on the north side is a 40-foot cutbank. To
the south is the waterline which currently serves as the southern
site boundary. The site has been assigned to the Lost Creek
Pocus of the Upper Republican Aspect.

Souxces of Diaturbance

As with all of the beach sites, the primary source of
disturbance is wave action and the "churning® effect that the
water has on the beach. Additionally, the wave action is causing
severe slumpage at the base of the cutbank.

dethod of Collection

The primary method of collection was ground surface
reconnaissance, No auger or shovel tests were dug., The cutbank
was checked, but with a 40 foot bank, there was little chance of
finding cultural material in the bottom 6 feet.

Arsifacts Rscovered

Thirty jasper flakes, 6 chert flakes, 1 quarts flake, 3
jasper fragments, 1 agate fragment, 1 smoothed body sherd, 2
cordwrapped body sherds and 2 bone fragments were recovered from
the site.

25833

Deacription and Condition of the Sits

This habitation site was located on the beach to the vest of
2SHN134, in Bection B. All of the cultural material recovered
came from the beach., Running parallel to the waterline was a
“step” or 014 vaterline that was 30 cm, in depth. The majority
of the cultural material came from below the step as opposed to
above it closer to the cutbank, Thus, the site probably extends
into the water rather than back toward the cutbank. Rowever, it
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was not possible to verify this, The ground surface viaibility on
the beach below the step was 95 percent. Above the step, low
cottonwoods lowered the ground surface visibility to 80 percent.
The elevation at the site is 1950 m.s.l. The size of the site is
9700 square meters, and it has been assigned to the Lost Creek
Focus of the Upper Republican Aspect,

Souzces of Diaturbance

The only source of disturbance at this site is wave action.
There i{s evidence that the step is being gradually washed onto
the beach and that the beach itself is subject to constant
churning and redeposition,

Method of Collection

Initially, ground surface reconnaissance was done at the
site. The surface visibility allowed for thorough examination.
However, because of the density of artifacts recovered from the
surface (226) it was decided to apply both the general transect
method of ground surface reconnaissance and the spot/transect
method as outlined in the field methodologies above., Twenty-six
transects were placed along the beach from east to west which
covered both 25HN135 and 25HN136. Each of these transects were
25 meters apart. The extent of 25HN13S ranged from Transect #3
to Transect $#18. This same area vaa then examined from west to
east., Artifacts were collected from within the transects
(general transect method), The cumulative results of both the
transect methods are outlined in Figure 8.

An auger test was dug on the step but the pit filled with
\ water at 50 cm, No cultural material was recovered. The cutbank
was checked but no cultural material was recovered.

Artifacts Recovered

Artifacts recovered from the surface include 54 jasper

flakes, 94 chert flakes, 6 flint flakes, 5 jasper fragments, 8

: Chert fragments, 28 cordwrapped body sherds, 24
{ cordwrapped/smoothed body sherds, and 7 bone fragments.
; Artifacts recovered from the transect methods included 375 jasper
flakes, 1 chert flake, 2 flint flakes, 1 obsidian flake, 41
Jasper fragments, 3 flint fragments, 1 chalcedony fragment, 43
cordwrapped body sherds, 12 cordwrapped/smoothed y sherds, 4
bone fragments, and 2 tooth fragment and 1 historic ceramic sherd
{Bee Plate 5).
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PIGURE 8: OCONPARATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF ARTIFPACTS BY TRANSECY
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258136

Description and Condition of the Site

This is a habitation site located in Section B. All of the
cultural material recovered came from the beach. This site is
similar to 25HN134 and 25HN135 in that they are all beach sites
with the cultural material recovered primarily along the
waterline rather than toward the cutbank. It should be noted
here that 24HN135 is adjacent to this site. However, the natural
"break® in the concentration of artifacts, and the fact that the
break occurred at the mouth of the small inlet, lead us to
believe that they are two distinct sites. The elevation at the
site is 1950 m.s.1. and the ground surface visibility is 95
percent. The size of the site is 8000 square meters. The
cultural affiliation of the site has been determined to be Upper
Republican Aspect. (A few apparently intrusive sherds of Dismal
River ceramics were also recovered.)

Sources of Disturbance

The public has limited access to this site except by foot.
Thus, the primary source of disturbance is water action, The
churning and redeposition of the beach in addition to the
slumpage of the cutbank exemplify the destructive ability of wave
action (See Plate 19).

Method of Collection

As stated earlier, the stretch of beach where 25HN135 and
25HN136 are located was surveyed utilizing surface
reconnaissance, general transect surface reconnaissance, and the
spot/method of surface investigation. The transects that
represent this site are Transects #19 through Transect $26. The
cutbank was examined but no cultural material was recovered.
Because of the intensity of the surface examination, no
subsurface pits were dug at the site.

Artifacts Recovered

The general surface collection at the site yielded 6 jasper
flakes, 8 chert flakes, 1 jasper fragment, 1 cordwrapped body
sherd, 3 bone fragment, and 1 tooth fragment. Both of the
transect methods of surface collection yielded 542 jasper flakes,
17 flint flakes, 27 chert flakes, 2 chalcedony flakes, 1 obsidian
flake, 38 jasper fragments, 2 chert fragments, 1 chalcedon
fragment, 1 jasper blade, 1 jasper burin, 1 jasper preform, §
cordwrapped body sherds, 13 cordwrapped/smoothed body sherds, 2
split bodx sherds, 1 plain body sherd, 1 smoothed body sherd, 1
tzaliled rim sherd, 1 plain rim sherd, 1 smoothed rim sherd, 28
bone fragments, 4 tooth fragments, a rodent jaw with teeth, and 1
bead. See Pigure 9 for the fregquency and distribution of
artifacts by transect.
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i PIGURE 9: CORPARATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF ARTIFPACTS BY TRANSCT
2588136
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2581137

Dascription and Condition of the Site

This is a beach habitation site located in Section B. This
site exhibited an isolated concentration of artifactual material
which, again, justified its exclusion from 25HN136. The ground
surface visibility at the site is 80 percent with heavier stands
of cottonwood trees and reeds, The size of the site is 3000
square meters. Recovered material indicates a cultural
affiliation of Lost Creek Pocus, Upper Republican Aspect,

Sources of Diaturbance

Water action is the primary source of disturbance at the
site,

Metbod of Collection

Ground surface reconnajissance was done at the sgite in
addition to extensive cutbank planing. No cultural material was
recovered from the cutbank at the site. An auger test was done
at the site in the approximate center of the concentration., It
wvas dug midway between the waterline and the cutbank to a depth
of 50 cm. No cultural material was recovered.

Artifacts Recovered

Pifteen jasper flakes and 10 chert flakes, some of which
were utilized, 1 jasper side-scraper, 1 chert knife, 1 flint
core, 1 chert preform, a jasper corner-notched projectile point,
4 cordwrapped body sherds and 3 large bone fragments were
recovered (See Plate 6).

a5am138

Dascription and Condition of the 8ite

This small lithic scatter is located in Section B. It
yielded a single lithic artifact in addition to what appears to
be a mastadon toe bone. The ground surface visibility at the
site was 95 percent near the vaterline and §0 percent closer to
the cutbank. The elevation at the site is 1950 m.s.l. and the
size of the site is unknown. The cultural affiliation {is
possibly Paleo-Indian,

Squrces of Riaturbance

The site is accessible to the public by foot, but there is
minimal evidence that this has had an impact on the site. Wave
action, however, is churning the surface of the beach as well as
causing slumpage off the cutbank.
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’ Mathod of Collection

Ground surface reconnaissance was conducted over the site
and the surrounding area of the beach, Because of the recovery
s of the mastadon bone on the beach, the cutbank was thoroughly
examined for additional information. No cultural material was
recovered from the site,

Artifacts Recovered

A single jasper flake and a mastadon toe bone were recovered.,

2588139
. Description and Condition of the Site

This is a beach habitation site located in Section B. The
lack of cultural material for approximately 300 meters from
25HN138 warrented the inclusion of these artifacts in a separate
site designation. The surface visibility at the site was 95
percent with scattered cottonwood and linden trees. The
elevation at the site is 1946 m.s.l. The size of the site is
4000 square meters. The cultural affiliation of the site is
Lost Creek Focus, Upper Republican Aspect. :

Sources of Disturbance

As with most of the beach sites, water action and slumpage
of the cutbank are the primary sources of disturbance.

. Method of Collection J

Because the surface visibility at the site was good, ground
surface reconnaissance was conducted. An auger test was dug on
the site 15 meters out from the cutbank., It was dug to a depth
of 50 cm, and no cultural material was recovered. Additionally,
the cutbank was thoroughly checked with negative results,

Actifacts Recovered

The total collection from this site included 4 jasper flakes,
1 chert flake, a jasper fragment, 1 flint turtleback scraper, 1
cordwrapped body sherd, and a bone fragment.

258M1 40 J
Deacziption and Sondition of the Site
This site is very similar to 25HN137, 2SHN138, and 25HN139.

It is a habitation site on the beach in Section B, It is
separated from 25HN139 by more than 300 meters. The ground
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surface visibility at the site was 95 percent with scattered
cottonwood and linden trees. The elevation at the site is 1952
m.8.1. and the size of the site is 3000 square meters, The
cultural material recovered indicates that the site belongs to
the Medicine Creek Focus of the Upper Republican Aspect,

Sources of Diaturbance

Water action and slumpage of the cutbank seem to be the
primary sources of disturbance on the site,

Method of Collection

Ground surface reconnaissance was conducted over the site.
The cutbank was checked for cultural material with negative
results, Apn auger test was dug on the site 20 meters from the
cutbank to a depth of 65 cm. No cultural material was recovered.

Artifacts Recovered

The collection consisted of 2 jaspet flakes, 1 chert flake,
1l jasper fragment, 1 jasper knife, 1 co:dwragfed/snoothed body
sherd, 3 cordwrapped body sherds, 1 trailed/cordwrapped rim
sherd, and a bone fragment (See Plate 6).

258M1 41

Description and Condition of the Site

This site is located in Section B between 25HN140 and
25HN142. Like many of the other sites discussed above, this site
is a small lithic scatter located on the beach with ground
surface visibility of 85 percent, The elevation at the gite is
1950 m.s.1. and the size of the site is 2400 square meters.
The cultural affiliation of this site is indeterminant,

Sources of Diaturbance

Again, wave action and erosion from the cutbank are the
primary sources of disturbance.

Method of Collection

Ground surface reconnaissance was done over the entire site,
Additionally, the cut bank was carefully examined with negative
results. No auger test was dug at this site.

Actifacts Recovered

The collection from this site includes 2 jasper flakes, 2
chert flakes, 1 schist flake, 1 flint fragment and 1 chert

fragment,
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258mM142

Deacription and Condition of the Site

This site is a habitation site located on the beach in
Section B. The ground surface visibility at the site is 90
percent with a few scattered linden and cottonwood trees. The
elevation at the site is 1948 m.s.l, The size of the site is 3200
square meters, The artifacts recovered from the site were
randomly scattered between the edge of the water and the cutbank.
The cultural affiliation of the site is Lost Creek Pocus, Upper
Republican Aspect.

Sources of DRisturbance

As with all of the other beach sites, the primary source of
disturbance is water action,

Method of Collection

Because of the good ground surface visibility on the site,
ground surface reconnaissance was the primary method of site
location, The cutbank was thoroughly checked within the site
area and no cultural material was recovered.

Artifacts Recovered

A total of 5 jasper flakes, 1 chert flake, 13 cordwrapped
body sherds and 1 split body sherd were collected from the site.
No stone tools were found,

258M173

Deacription and Conditjion of the Site

This upland site is a f£ind spot located in Section B. One
artifact wvas recovered from the highest point in the road at an
elevation of 2010 m.s.l. The road is compacted by vehicle
traffic with a surface visibility of 100 percent. The
surrounding area is covered with grasses and weeds with a surface
visibility of 10 percent. The cultural affiliation of this site
appears to be Upper Republican.

Sources of Diaturbance

s The primary source of disturbance is vehicle traffic on the
to. [ ]

Mathod of Collsction

The length of the road was examined, as were the road cuts,
One shovel ter* was dug.
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Shovel Test #1 was placed west of the road, 10 meters from
the location of the artifact., It was dug to 55 cm. and no
cultural material was recovered,

Actifacts Recovered

A single jasper projectile point was recovered from the
site. The point had a partially broken base and a broken tip
{See Plate 7).

25HM124

Deacription and Condition of the Sits

This upland camp is located in Section B, Flakage was
recovered in the road for 200 meters. The ground surface
visibility in the areas adjacent to the road was less than §
percent, On the road, the vigibility was 80 percent., The size of
the site is 600 square meters. Culural affiliation at this site
is indeterminant.

Sources of Risturbance

The area is subject to heavy vehicular traffic into the
picnic area.

Method of Collsction

Thren hundred meters of the road were surface collected.
Because the surrounding area was covered, auger testing was done.

Auger Test #1 was placed west of the branch in the road,
within the circular drive., It was dug to 60 cm, and no cultural
material was recovered.

Auger Test $#2 was placed 7 meters west of the road and 40
meters south-southwest of Auger Test #2. It was located adjacent
to the heaviest concentration of artifacts recovered from the
road, The pit was dut to 50 cm. and no cultural material was
recovered.

Auger Test ¢3 was placed 37 meters esast of Auger Teat §1
approximately 6 meters north of the road. This pit was dug to 60
cm. and no cultural material was recovered.

Actifacts Recovered

A total of & jasper flakes, 2 chert flakes, and the base of
a broken jasper knife were recovered from the site (See Plate 3),
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250M125

Deacxiption and Condition of the Site

This upland habitation site is located in Section B, All of
the cultural material that was recovered from the site came from
the cutbank at a depth of 20 cm, to 30 cm. from the surface. A
single flake was found above the cutbank on the south side of the
site, Because the site had no surface manifestations, its size
was difficult to determine. Although shovel tests were dug with
negative results, the site may extend east into the picnic ground
or it may have already been washed awvay by wave action, The
cultural affiliation of the site is indetrminant,

Sources of Disturbance

There was some evidence of erosion by water action,
Additionally, the close proximity of the site to the campground
may be a potential source of disturbance,

Method of Collection

Cutbank planing was the primary method utilized at this
site, A thorough visual investigation was done. In order to
determine if the site had already been washed away or if it
extended east into the campground, two shovel tests were dug
above the cutbank. Additionally, horizontal columns of soil
were drawn from the cutbank but these were of no use in
determining the nature and extent of the site,

Shovel Test 81 was dug north of the circular turn~-around.
It was placed 10 meters from the present edge of the cutbank and
was dug to 80 cm,, but yielded no artifactual material. However,
in the sixth level (50 cm., to 60 cm.), minute bits of charcoal
were observed, none large enough to recover.

Shovel Test 82 was dug in the approximate center of the
projection at the conjunction of the circular turn~around and the
main road, It was dug to 50 cm. and yielded no evidence of
cultural material,

Actifacts Recovered

In all, 18 jasper flakes, 7 chert flakes, one
cordwrapped/smoothed body sherd, 2 jasper fragments and 1 jasper
scraper wvere recovered from the cutbank., A single jasper flake
was recovered from above the cutbank.

asmnl?

Reacxiption and Condition of the Sits
This site is a small upland lithic scatter located in
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Section C, The artifacts from this site were recovered from the
gravel road cuts, approximately 30 meters from the cutbank. The
artifacts from the site were found in a very constricted area (3
meters square). Thus, it is possible that the artifacts wvere
brought in with the gravel for road construction or maintenance.
The elevation at the site i8 1953 m.s.l, Because the site was
restricted to the road, the ground surface visibility was 100
percent. In the surrounding grassy areas, the visibility was
less than 10 percent. The cultural affiliation of this site is
indeterminant,

Sources of RDiaturbance

Potential sources of disturbance include vehicular traffic,
and there is some evidence of erosjion off the cutbank to the
south and east of the site,

Method of Collection

The length of the road was visually examined and two auger
tests were dug, The cutbank was thoroughly examined to the east
and south of the site. No cultural material was recovered,

Auger Test ¢1 was dug 15 meters east of the artifact
concentration in the road. The pit was dug to 60 cm. and no
cultural material was recovered,

Auger Test $#2 was dug 15 meters south of the artifact
concentration, approximately midway between the road and the
cutbank, This pit was dug to 65 cm. and no cultural material was
recovered,

Artifacts Recovered

Two chert flakes were recovered from the site,

25Em18

pescription and Condition of the Site

This possible habjitation site is located on the beach in
S8ection C. Although the artifacts recovered from the site are
relatively scarce, it has been classified as a habjitation site
because of the ceramic sherd and the tool that were recovered, in
addition to the burials of at least three individuals. The site
yielded artifactual material along the cutbank and 10 meters onto
the beach, The site area is covered with willow and cottonwood
trees. The elevation at the site is 1935 m.s.1. to 19%0 ®.s.1.
and the size of the site is approximately 500 square meters.
Analysis of the recovered cultural materials did not allow a
detemination of cultural affiliation to be made,

During the fall of 1980, the site was again examined in
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order to determine whether or not it was the source of human
bones as reported to Corps of Engineers personnel., The bones
were eroding from a beach step (15-20 cm.) at an elevation of
1935 m.s.)l. and were found at a depth of 5-20 cm. from the
surface. This was approximately $ feet below the waterline
during the 1979 survey. The step was examined for 50 meters both
north and south of the exposed bones. The area between the bones
and the cutbank was also examined in order to determine if a
surface scatter of cultural material could be observed from the
location of 25HN118 to the eroding bones. However, no
artifactual materials were observed between the cutbank and the
bone deposits. The bones protruded from a l-meter area along
the step and bone fragments were observed scattered on the beach
below the step. The bones observed eroding from the step and
scattered on the beach included long bones, skull fragments,
teeth, and numerous unidentifiable bone fragments,

An area 10 meters in diameter was examined with the soil
probe., One obstacle was encountered and a shovel test (Test Pit
#3) was placed at this location., Two other shovel tests were
also placed on the site.

Corps of Engineers archaeologists attempted to rescue these
remains in December, 1980. Accordingly, many of the bones were
mixed but one individual could be distinguished. Not enough
identifiable material was recovered to determine sex, but the
individual was a small, gracile adult in a flexed position lfing
on its left side. A large shell was placed over its right
shoulder and a broken biface and bits of red ochre were found in
the face and hands area. Evidence of disease (osteomyelitis ?)
was present in several of the long bones,

Sources of Diaturbance

The greatest source of disturbance in this area is erosion
and redeposition of cultural material from wave action.
Additionally, because the site is in close proximity to a picnic
area, there is potential for public vandalism,

Method of Collsction

The primary method of collection at the site was surface
reconnaissance, The cutbank was thoroughly examined., NRo auger
tests or test pits were initially dug at the site. However, in
1980, three test pits were placed on the site in the vicinity of
the eroding bones.

Test Pit ¢1 was placed 1 meter east of the exposed bones
below the step. The pit filled with wvater at 40 ca. No cultural
or osteological material was recovered. :

Test Pit #2 wvas placed 2.5 meters weast-northwest of the
exposed bones on top of the step. It was dug to 40 ca. and no
cultural or osteoclogical material was recovered.
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Test Pit #3 was placed 1.5 meters north-northwest of the
exposed bones at the point where the soil probe encountered an
obstacle, This pit was dug with trowels rather than shovels in
order to avoid possibly damaging another burial., The top of a
skull and one long bone were uncovered at 10 cm. The bones were
immediately adjacent to each other. The bones were left in place
and the pit was closed,

Axtifacta Recovered

The artifacts recovered from the site include 6 jasper
flakes, 1 chert flake, 1 jasper scraper, and 1
cordwrapped/smoothed body sherd. 8everal complete human bones as
well as fragments of bone were observed 35 meters east of the
cultural material buried in a shallow step. The cultural
material was recovered but the osteclogical remains were left in
place.

258N120

Deacription and Condition of the Site

This site is a small upland lithic scatter located in
Section C, The road leading to the general site area is
completely overgrown and the surrounding area is also heavily
overgrown, In addition to the lithic scatter from the site, two
foundations were located. These are probably from buildings used
by the Group Camp., They were both 30.75 meters by 11.75 meters
and were 16 meters apart. The artifacts from the site were found
west and south of the foundations. The size of the site is
apfroxinately 280 square meters. The cultural affiliation of
this site is indeterminant,

Saucrces of Disturbance

The site has been disturbed by the construction and
maintenance of the Group Camp and the road leading into the canp,
Additionally, animal burrowing was prevalent on the site.

Hethod of Collection

Because the ground surface visibility was less than }
percent, only the open animal burrows could be visually checked.
All of the artifacts recovered from the site came from the
backfill of animal burrows which suggests that the site may be
buried. Thus, two auger tests were dug at the site.

Auger Test ¢#] was dug in the center of the artifact
concentration on the site. It wvas dug to 50 cm. and yielded no
cultural material.

Auger Test #2 was dug between the two foundations to a depth
of 45 cm, Again, no cultural material was recovered.
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Artifacta Recoverad

A total of 4 flakes ( 2 chert and 2 jasper) were recovered
from the surface at the site,

258M119

Reacxiption and Condition of ths Sita

This large upland 1ithic scatter was located in Section C.
Single artifacts were recovered from the camping pods and along
the gravel road. Adiltional cultural material was recovered from
. the cutbank and the seach extending out to the waterline, The
x ! majority of the artifacts were recovered from the beach at an
| elevation of 1948 m.s8.1. but a few of the flakes were recovered

in the campground at an elevation of 1960 m.s.l. The ground
surface visibility at the site was 15 percent in the campground

. and 95 percent on the beach. The size of the site is 1650 square
! meters. The cultural affiliation of this site is indeterminant.

The site was revisited in 1980 in order to determine whether
or not it was the source of human bones as reported to the Corps
of Engineer personnel. The entire site area was examined.
Additional flakage was observed above, in, and below the cutbank
as in 1979, Howvever, no human bones were located at the site,

: Souxces of Disturbance

, Potential sources of disturbance are the construction and
' maintenance of the campground and water action on the beach.
L Additionally, there was evidence of slumpage off the cutbank.

SN Method of Collection

1 In the campground, all of the open areas were visually
) examined. On the beach, the surface wvas thoroughly examined.
The cutbank was examined with some difficulty due to slumpage.
Three flakes were recovered from the cutbank, but their depth is
an estimate because of slumpage, Finally, two test pits were dug
at the site.

Test Pit ¢#1 was dug on the beach in the approximate center
of the concentration of artifacts., It was dug to 50 cm. and a
flake was recovered at 10 cm, from the surface. No other :
cultural material was recovered, 7

Test Pit 62 was dug above the beach 57 meters north of Test

Pit 62, in the southern portion of the campground. This pit was
dug to 50 cm. and no cultural material was recovered.

Axtifacta Recovarad
Twenty-seven jasper flakes and 1 chert flake were recovered
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during surface reconnaissance.

258M1 22

Rescciption and Condition of the Site

This upland camp site is located in Section C, Cultural
material was recovered from the campground road, in the cutbank
at a depth of 90-140 cm. from the surface, and on the beach., The
elevaiion at the site is 1950 m.2.1. (on top of the cutbank).
The ground surface visibility was low in the campground, The
visibility of the cutbank was 100 percent and the beach was
covered with very sparse sunflowers, The size of the site is 300
square meters. The cultural affiliation of this site appears to
be Upper Republican Aspect.

Souxces of Distucbance

Erosion has been the most destructive source of disturbance,
B The Cocrps of Engineers has placed riprap along the base of the
cutbank, but it has not been effective in controlling the
erosjon of soil from the cutbank,

Mathed of Collesction

Visual examination was done along the road in the campground
as well as on the beach. The surface reconnaissance on the beach
wvas done very thoroughly, at an interval of leas than 15 meters,
The cutbank was also carefully scrutinized, The lack of fallen
trees or vegetal cover allowed for complete inspection of the
cutbank., Because of the good surface visibility on the beach and
the cutbank, no subsurface testing was done.

Actifacts Recoversd

it Thirty-four jasper flakes, 5 chert flakes and 1 quartsz
i flake were recovered, A jasper side-notched projectile point was
found in the cutbank at a depth of 30 cm., a8 bone avwl, 4 bone
fragments and 2 shell fragments were recovered from the cutbank
at depths of 90 cm. to 140 cm,

;
¢
t
I
¥

2sam1 23 .
Rescciption and Cendition of ths Site b

This site is a medium lithic scatter which is similar to £
258N122 in its description and condition., It is located just ~ 5
vest of 235HW122 in SBection C, Artifacts were recovered from the

campground and the beach. The elevation and approximate ground

surface visibility were the same for 25HN122 as for 25HN123. The

sise of the site is 200 aguare meters. The cultural affiliation




of this site is indeterminant,

Sources of Distuchance

As with 25HN122, the primary source of disturbance is
erosion as a result of wave action. The riprap that has been
utilized along this site has apparently not been effective in
checking the "gouging®™ of the cutbank caused by the wave action.

Method of Collection

Again, visual examination of the road in the campground and
the beach were the primary methods utilized, The cutbank was
thoroughly examined.

Actifacts Recovered

The artifacts recovered from this site consist of 12 jasper
and 2 chert flakes.

25 21

Deacription and Condition of the Site

This large lithic scatter is located on the beach in SBection
C. Cultural material was recovered on the beach on both sides of
& public boat ramp to the lake, The elevation of the site is
between 1945 n.s.l1. and 1950 m.s.1. Ground surface visibility
above the cutbank is 45 percent and near 9% percent on the beach.
The size of the site is unknown, The cultural affiliation of
this site is indeterminant,

Sources of Disturbance

The asphalt road and circular drive have disturbed the site
as has the construction of the boat ramp. Additionally, there is
some evidence of erosion off the cutbank onto the beach.

Bathod of Collection

The surface of the beach and the area above the cutbank as
vell as the cutbank were visually examined. Two test pits were
also dug at the site,

Test Pit ¢) wvas dug above the cutbank on the east side of
the road. It was dug to 50 ca. and no cultural material was
tecovered.,

Test Pit #2 was dug closer to the edge of the cutbank on the
west end of the artifact concentration. This pit wvas dug to 35
ca., and no cultural material was trecovered.
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Axtifacts Recovered

The collection from this site consists of 61 jasper flakes,
2 jasper fragments, 2 jasper scrapers and 1 bone fragment.

258M 68

Description and Condition of the Site

This small lithic scatter consists of two artifacts
recovered from the beach in Section C, at an elevation of 1940
m.8.1. The ground surface visibility on the site is 100 percent
on the beach and 35 percent back toward the cutbank. Both of the
azrtifacts were recovered within 10 meters of the waterline
(1938.48 m.8.1.), 50 meters apart. The cultural affiliation of
this site is indeterminant.

Sources of DRisturbance

The primary source of disturbance at the site is water
action,

Method of Cellection

The ground surface visibility allowed for thorough
’ examination of the beach. Toward the cutbank, the visibility was
reduced not allowing for adequate visual examination, The
cutbank in the vicinity was checked for cultural materiala and
one auger test was dug,

: Auger Test #]1 was placed 10 meters from the cutbank., 1t was
. dug to a depth of 60 cm. and no cultural material was recovered.

Actifacta Recovered

Two jasper flakes were recovered from the site.

258M169
Dsacciption and Condition of the Site
This site is a find spot located on the beach in Section C. E

The flake was found within 10 meters of the waterline wh