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) 0; JPowerhouse 1 was the name given to the crossing of the

Meurthe River in the Vosges of France on November 20, 1944,
The commander of VI Corps, Major General Edward H. Brooks,
ordered the 3rd Infantry Division to conduct a major assault
crossing of the Meurthe between Claire fontaine and St.
Michel. As objective training in river crossing operations
progressed over five days, the artillery laid on harrassing
fires with an effective cover plan. Clear weather also
allowed XII TAC to provide close support. Against light
opposition, the 3rd Infantry Division crossed the Meurthe on
footbridges which were speedily installed by the Engineers.
Construction of Bailey and treadway vehicle bridges saon
followed.

L% I
%5 The crossing of the Meurthe River by the 3rd Infantry
Division was one of the most successful large—scale river
- crossing of World War II. Careful preparation, good plans,
training, engineer and artillery support combined with weak
enemy opposition to assure the success of "Powerhouse 1" and
the subsequent disintegration of the German Winter Line://

O
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THE MEURTHE RIVER CROSSING

I. BACKGROUND AND SOQOURCES

On 19 November 1944, VI US Corps reached the MEURTHE
RIVER in position to execute a deliberate river crossing and
drive to the VOSGES MOUNTAIN passes. Early on the morning of
the 20th, the 3rd Infantry Division’'s 7th and 30th Infantry
Regiments attacked through the 15th Infantry at 8T. MICHEL and
CLAIRE FONTAINE securing crossing sites on the floodr MEURTHE
RIVER. The dJivision’'s crossing met 1light resi.:.ance from
elements of the German 716th Infantry Division occupying

prepared positions on the east bank of the MEURTHE. [1)

Sources applied to analysis of the 3rd Infantry
Division’'s MEURTHE RIVER crossing can be broadly categorized
as doctrinal literature, operational directives and orders,
and historical documents, Doctrinal literature available
includes FM  100-3 Jperations, FM 5-% and 5-6 dealing with
enQincer organization and operation and notes on lessons
lrarned produced by the Eurogean Theatre of Operetions (ETO)
Operations Division, In the area of operational directives
and ourders, the 7th Army Jperations Directive and VI Corps

Field Order (FO) No. 7 directing the operation are available.

s 1 5L
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In the area of histories, there are official histories,
historical documents, narrative histories and historical
analyses. Official histories available covering the action
- include the 7th Armylﬁ?d Divisicn, 15th and 30Lh Infantry
histories. Narrative histories available include interviews
with German commanders within Army Gioup 6 and LXIV Corps ' a
during the period. Historical documents include U.S. and
German operations lcogs and reports, the VI forps After Action |
Report, and a German report on the preparation of VOSGES +
defenses, Historical analysis 1s contained in secondary

sources such as unofficial military histories.

FM's 5-5 and S-6 were published in 1941 and 1943

respectively and undoubtedly were available to units involved

in the operation. FM 100~5 had just been published in June
1944, and 1t is questionable whether it was available in the
ET0. This Ground Forces doctrinal literature was supplemented
by €70 Operations Division's notes citing specific examples of
lessons learned based on battle experience. These information
bulletins were undoubtedly available to the commanders and
stattes, By Lhis time in the war, river crossing doctrine had
heen rafined based on combat experience gained f-om our Allies

and  u.... fources’ experlence 1n the Mediterraiean Theatre,

o River «rossing doctrine from an operaticns and engineering
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perspective was well developed and readily available to the

ETO commards.

At times during berinds of rapid movement in the ETO,
units would produce precise written operational documents
after the fact vice prior to the action. Consequently, often
operational directives tended to vindicate the battie action
which may not have developed as originally planned. This was
probably not the case with either the Seventh Army Directive
or the VI Corps Field 0Order No. 7. Sixth Corps had adequate
time to pull troops out of 1line, conduct rehearsals and

specialized training irn planned (deliberate) river crossing,

while also conducting reconnaissance and deception operations.
All of these actions were basically in accordance with F.0. 7.
Certain elements contained in the field order could not be
executed as planned; however, these may be atrributed to

changes in the operational environment.

The official histories concerning the action must be

. applied carefully in view of the natwral tendancy toward bias.
They are larqgely consistent. They wvary 1in scope and
associated detail., Care must be taken because there is a

tendency in the official histories once an error has been
€§§ puplished to continue that error throughout. This reflects a

failure to retirn to primary source material. The oprimary
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documents available to validate the official histories of this
! battle are the bistorical documents, particularly the VI Corps
operational log (journals), and the VI Corps After Action
Report con the battle. While one cannot totally discount bias,
# these documents were produced contemporary to the events in
| response to specific military requirements and would be less
subject to intentional bias. They are particularly useful
when considered in association with the limited German
documents and narrative histories derived from the senior:

German officers involved. Ferhaps of greater significance 1is

“ay
)
e

the fact that this battle was considered successful and
consequently there was no motivation to bias the histories to
vindicate or villify any commanders or units. While the
sources are not as complete as desired, they are sufficient !
for the purpose of this analysis and provide adequate depth

for validation of sources.

ENDNOTES

1 The Seventh United States Army Report of Operations,

France and Germany, 1944-1945, Vol.II, (Heidelberg:

Aloys Graf, 1946), pp. 423 - 429,
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II. REVIEW OF THE STRATEGIC SETTING

Following the invasion of NORMANDY in June 1944, Allied

armies began the long arduous fight across Western Europe
aimed at defeating the Nazi regime and liberating Europe from

Hitler ‘s oppression. The Allies made impressive gains in the

months that followed: Paris was liberated 2% August, Brussels |
was freed I September, and the first Allied soldiers set foot

on German soil 11 September 1944,

By October and November 1944, the German Army was stoutly
defending along the entire Western Front. The Allied plan
called for a push to the RHINE and occupation of the west bank
before any large penetration beyond the RHINE would be
attempted. [11 The plan called for the First Canadian Army
and Second British Army to press the attack in the north tn‘
eliminate enemy defenses south of MAAS. The First and Ninth
U.8. Armies continued fighting east of AACHEN i~ the

ESCHWEILER and HURTGEN FOREST area. Further south, other

Allied Armies were steadily advancing toward the RHINE. The

Third U.S. Army took METZ on 22 November.

eﬁé On the southern flank of the Allied effort, the Seventh

U.S. Army had fought its way up Ffrom its landing site in
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southern France into the VOSGES MOUNTAINS in eastern France.
The Seventh U.8. Army reached the RHINE on 23 November with
the capture of STRASBOURG while the First French Army broke
through the BELFORT GAF and reached the river on 20 November.
The MEURTHE RIVER crossing was part of the Seventh Army’'s
drive through the VOSGES to secure a bridgehead on thz RHINE
in order to begin the destruction of enemy ground forces east

of the RHINE.

Germany 's strategy in the West in the fall of 1944 was to
hold the entire front while a counterattack through the
ARDENNES was planned, an initiative created by Hitler although
erroneously credited to Fieid Marshall Gerd von Rundstedt,
commander of all Ge man forces on the Western Front. The plan
was to commit two panzer armies in a push to ANTWERP and
BRUSSELS in an attempt to ‘"cut off the British Army" from its
bases of supply, to force it to evacuate the continent. (2]
Hitler believed that if he could create a second Dunkirk, then
Britain would be forced to drop out of the war. This would
give him time to shore up his dJdefenses against the Russians

and creale a stalemate in the East. (3]

Any comparison between the Allies and the AxXis powars

reveals that they were diametrically opposed to each other.
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Even though the Soviets adopted a communist system, they were
forced to Join with the Western Allies to fight the

life-threatening nemesis of the Nazi regime.

The blatant acts of aggression on the part of Germany,
Italy and Japan galvanized the rest of the world against them.
Hitler attempted to replace the traditional values of western
Europe and its Christian heritage with the myth of the Master
Race and Aryan supremacy. In the Wehrmacht, every officer and
soldier swore an allegiance not te Germany, hut to Adol+
Hitler. He was able to build a personality cult which enabled
him to exhort the German nation %o continue fighting when it

was obvious even to Hitler that the war was lost.

By November 1944, Hitler'’'s Reich was shrinking dailQ as
the Allies attacked from east and west. Year51 of wartime
economic mobilization and sacrifice by the German people had
begun to reduce their will to fight despite exhortation from
Berlin. The growing losses from th®2 Russian front and the

Allied invasion of France marked the beginning of the end of

Hitler ‘s 100Q0-year Reich,

MC AL 3 R

-
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Folitically, Hitler was still firmly in control despite

houap
',

t%? an assasslnation attempt against him in July 1944. Despite
»

the atortive attack on his life, Hitler's resolve to defeat

L OF,
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the Allies had not been shaken. He continually spoke of the
"miracle weapone" which would bring the Allies to their knees,
While von Rundstedt desperately pulled together the remnants
cf the retreating German forces in the West and instilled the
will to resist in the new and scarcely trained replacement
units, Hitler began to withdraw into a world lacking reality.
He became more involved in the day-to—-day operations of the
war, trusting the wmilitary less and less since the 20 July

gesassinatisn attempt. [41

By the winter of 1944, national objectives and vital
interests on both sides were clear. As previously mentioned,
the Allies agreed early in the war to defeat Germany first and
then turn to Japan. It was in the vital interest of the
coalition to follow this strategqy in order to take the
pressure off the Soviet Union by opening a second front

against Germany as expeditiously as possible.

On the German side, Hitler had issued orders to "hold to
the last men"” and “"defend to the last.” Following the war,
leading Gzrman generals 1l amented cver their lack of
fle<aibility to conduct coordinated delaying actions and

withdrawvals as they saw fit, Certainly Germany could have

saved the lives 5f mary of its own troops, but in the end they

{
E
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would nave only forestalled the inevitable. By the fall of
1944, 1o amount o+ tactical or operational brilliance could
compensate for the overwhelming superiority in men and

e materiel possessed by the Allies.

Hitler refused to believe the intelligence which detailed
the Allies superiority over his own dwindling forces. He was
caonvinced that the ARDENNES offensive would be decisive in
eliminating Britain from the war. When the offensive failed,
it was only a matter of time before the entire Fortress Europe

e crumbled.

As the Allied forces increased in fighting strength a2nd
logistical support, Germany was forced to scrape lower and
lower intop its manpower barrel. 0ld men in their seventies
and boys no older than 14 or 1S were conscripted into service.
Ill-trained and poorly armed, they were sent to the Fronts

the lucky ones were quickly taken prisoner.

Not only manpower was drying up. The constant bombing

had destroyed much of Germany’'s industrial base. Equipment

berng  produced often fell victim to resistance orgamizations
1y France or to Allied bombers. What little equipment that
< wasn  able to reaclhh the Front otten went to the elite Watfen—-SS
T,
b uny ts, Because of their training, leadership and esprit,
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these units often fought tenaciously and literally, "to the

last man".

The antagonists had fought each other in the First World
War whicih resulted ultimately in Germany’'s defeat and the
downfall of the Hohenzollern dynasty. Following WWI, the
Americans and their Allies extracted heavy indemnity payments
from Germany. In addition, Germany was forced to give wup
large portions of its industrial region and the much
fought-over region of Alsace-Lorraine once more returned to
France. Ferhaps most damaging, in the eyes of the German
people, was the clause in the Treaty of Versailles in wbich
Germany was forced to admit responsibility for starting WWI.
The treaty helped create political and economic conditions in
post—war Germany which gave rise to Adolf Hitler 1in the late

1920°'s and early 1930's.

Following WWl, the Americans demobilized, celebrated
their victory over Germany, and returned to the isolationist
perind once more. Once again the United GStates believed it
was protected from foreign war by the two oceans which

1solated 1t from Europe and Asia.

During WWII, both nations supported their country’'s war
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aims. BGermany saw in the Nazi Party an opportunitry to regain
its honor feollowing its humiliating defeat in the 1la-t war.
Hitler improved economic and social conditions in Germany,
rearmed and once again made Germany a world power, and vowed

that the German Reich would last for a thousand years.

The American people Fully barked the aims of their
government as  well. Following the surprise attack on Fearl
Harbor in December 1941, the United States officially entered
the war against the Axis powers. Roosevelt was already
providing &ll the help he could to Great Britian in its
struggle against the Axis. 0One of the first maior decisions
upon which the Allies agreed was that Germany must be defeated
before Japan. The "Germany First" decision became the
cornerstone of Allied strategy until the defeat of Nazi

Germany.

In peast wars both armies had been well led and well
trained. American troops were 1ll-prepared initially upaon
their entry into WWlI but gained experience rapidly and
recerved assistance 1n materiel and training from both Great
Bratian and france., Germany had been 1n  the war since 1914
and had & battle hardened armed force by the time the

Duovghib:ovs Tanded tn France 1n 1917,
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Both armies had used sound doctrines in previous wars.
Germany, under Frussian leadership, had fought a series of

s wars for unification during the 19th Century and had developed

- the best staftf system in Europe. Under von Moltke the elder,
’ the railway system had been incorporated into strategic
‘ nlanning and mobilization to a higher degree in Sermany than

in anv other netion in Europe. This allowed Germany to fight
a two-frent war until the overwhelming might of the United

States, in alliance with its Allies, brought about its defeat

in 1918. ,
]
& s

In summary, the MEURTHE RIVER crossing was part of the E
extremely successful Allied campaign in France. At the §
conclus:on of this campaign the Germans had lost enocrmous '
numbers of men and even greater amounts of materiel. By
autumn 1944, the Germans were retreating on every front and 4
fighting on their own soii for the first time. It would only N
be a matter of time before the once invincible war machine 5

¢
o
would grind to a halt through the absolute defeat and 3
3
destruction of Nazi1 Germany. &
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R II1. THE TACTICAL SITUATION

CLIMATE AND WEATHER

ng )

Y '

21, The weather for this operational period was normal for
! eastern France in November. It was «cold and damp with
ié% temperatures ranging from the low 30°s intn the G0's. The
é; ground bad been soaked by almost continuous rain from the end
f of October, and this had &swollen the rivers and made cross
.?g country mobility poor. Visibility was, however, #fair to good
:E 5%: except during periods of heavy rain, Air operations and
I artiller;, rires, although somewhat degraded, were normally
%* effective.

&

® The weather in the operational area on 19-2¢ November
?‘ 17944 was ag follows: 19 November: Sk.es were partly cloudy
; E with periods of rain beginning about 2100 hours. Visibility
;L . at dawn was 3 miles with scattered clouds and the temperature
é} ranged from a high of 50 degrees in the daytiame to a low of 35
ii degrees at night.,: 20 Ncvember: There was a light rain in the
fc morning which 2nded arcund noon. Visibility was down to 2-3
g 2 miles and cloud cover was continuous. The temperature ranged
:é from 43 degrees in the davtime to 30 degrees at night. (1]

g

fﬁ €:7 The bad weather bhad a significant impact on the personnel
'
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of both the 3RD Infantry Division and the German forces.
According to operational records. the 3RD ID troops complained
bitterly about the weather until they were issued overcoats.
The Division also experienced over 448 cases of trenchfoot and
241 upper-respiratory ailments requiring hogspitalization
durina the month of November 1944, The Division surgeon
commenting on these injuries stated, "Initial operstions from
the mountains brought about a sharp rise in such conditions as
trenchfoot, but greater freedom of movement and improved
wanitary conditions late in the month reduced «dmissions +from
these causes to a negligible figure.” [2] The poor weather
alwo contributed significantly to a degradation of the enemy’s

already poor morale,

On 19-20 November, the MEURTHE RIVER was swollen from a
normal width of 60 to 100 feet to a width of up to 350 feet in
places. lts depth at this time was 5-6 feet, which was 2-3
feet above normal, and the current was very swift, The
numerous streamsg feeding the MEURTHE were also running higher

and faster than normal.

ihe low ground an the Area of Operations was mostly farm
Land, and the soi1l had been saturated by the continuous rains.

FThie wuil of the furested halls was also softened by the rain,
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and the continuous wet weather tended to significantly reduce
vigibility in the heavily forested areas, especially in the

early moring hours.

The wet weather restricted supplv traffic to the existing
roads and bridges. This meant that virtually everything in
the 3RD Division A0 up to the MEURTHE was moved along the
LASALLE~-NOMPATELIZE highway running generally in the center of
the Divis.on’'s sector. Because of the poor trafficability,
packboards were distributed by Corps, and a Quartermaster

Fack (mule) Train Company was made available if needed. [3)

The weather had little effect on visual or photographic
refconnaissance for this operation. Although there  were
periods of substantial overcast, there was enough clear
weather to provide current aerial photos and reports on enemy
strengths and dispositions. The weather also did little to
hamper heavy patrolling by the units holding the line prior to

the operation.

The bed weather actually assisted the 3rd Divasion’'s night
movement to the line o+ departure because the rain and the
seft  ground masked the engineer bridging efforts and the
movements of the lead battalions across the river. It also

masted the deployment of the supporting weapons west of the
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MEURTHE on the night of the 1%2th.

The rain swollen rivers necessitated extra bridging
equipment and longer emplacement times for the bridges. It
also forced the engineers to anchor their floating bridges to
the pilings of destroyed permanent bridges to keep‘them from
beiﬁg swept away in the swift current. Vehicular fording and

wading was also impossible because of the high water.

The weather and the soft, rain—-soaked ground made
mavement off the roads almost impossible. This relegated
tanks and other supporting weapons to a rather static or
ressrve role. Additionally, both maneuver units and supply
columns were relegated to the use of one road up to the river.
This made resupply difficult and time consuming, especially

for artillery and mortar units.

The smoke pots used on the morning of the 20th were
ineffective because they could not be properly sited and
because shifting winds dispersed their smoke. It was only the
fire of the 4.2 inch mortars which finally established a smoke
screen on the day of the 20th. A combination of smoke
generators and smoke pots produced a satisfactory cover oan the

Zlst. [41 The high humidity also probably helped to keep the
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smoke low to the ground.

The weather had little direct effect on communications or
command and control. The terrain’'s compartmented nature made
radios hard to use, and wire was the primary means of
communication. The wet ground made wirea laving and repéir

very difficult.

TERRAIN

The 3rd Infantry Division’'s area of operations for the
MEURTHE River crossing containe a 7 kilometer wide cultivated
plain west of the river between the towns of HERBAVILLE and
CLAIRE FONTAINE. This flat area is surrounded on all sides by
the heavily wooded VOSGES MOUNTAINS, which rise in spots over
00 meters above the plain to a total height of up to 900
meters. The MEURTHE River runs north to south, splitting the
Division’'s zone and provided the major natural obstacle in the
areda. During the period 19-20 November 1944, the MEURTHE
River and its many tributaries were swollen due to heavy fall
rains. The major roads in sector were the east-west route
from RAMBERVILLERS to ST DIE, and the road into the VOSGES

MOUNTARINS east of the MEURTHE from LA ROLLANDE to SAALES.
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There were no major built up areas in the Zrd Division's
sector. Most built up areas were small farming towns which
offered some cover but presented no significant urban warfare
L problems. The major towns in the sector for the operation on

19-20 November 1944 were NOMFATELIZE, LA VOIVRE, LA HOLLANDE

and CLAIREFONTAINE.

Observation and Fire — '"Observation was severely limited
due to extensive faryests." [5] Also, "fields of fire were
extremely limited." [&] The low open cultivated area west of

At the MEURTHE provided observation up to 3 kilometers in spots
from ground level. The entire area from the MEURTHE RIVER to
NOMFATELIZE could be observed from the high ground east of the
river southwest of the town of LA VOIVRE. "This area,
however, was undulating and though seemingly exposed to
observation from the high gqround on the east side of the
river, did in fact afford considerable cover for Infantry

troops, though very little in the way of flash defilade for

[+

q artillery or concealed concentration areas for engineer
b equipment or transportation.'" [7]

:

oz

hl

E The effects of direct +Fire weapons, even in the open
Q Areas, were limited by the undulating terrain, and most
A

t W significant engagements occurred at ranges of less than S0C

%

yards., Though direct fire was limited, indirect fire weapons
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and air support could be directed with good effect against
targets in the open. Their effect in the predominauﬁly wooded

terrain was limited.

Because of the exposed nature of the cultivated areas
west of the MEURTHE, the Jrd Division chose to conduct its
initial river crossings after dark on the 19th of November.
Daylight crossing on the tollowing days demanded the use of
smoke to cover the crossing sites until the enemy had been
pushed from aobservation points overlooking the river. The low
flat areas in the vicinity of the river allowed for direct
fire weapons support from the west bank for the 3rd Division’'s

lead units.

Cover and Concezalment -~ "The terrain afforded excellent
cover for troops and vehicles. About 7354 of the area was

under forest." (8] This atatement is true for the forested

hills, but as was menfioned above, did not hold true for
vehicle concentrations and artillery positions in  the open
areas. The 3Jrd Division had good cover and concealment for
ite movement Lo the open area which started about 9 kilometers
west  of the MEURTHE around the villege of LA SALLE. The
Division hao good covered and concealed terrain to within 1

é;’ Lilometer of the MEURTHE in the high ground northwest of ST.
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DiIE. Berause of its position along the forested area west of
the river, LA SALLE was made the Division‘s detrucking point,
and the assault elements moved to the river on foot after dark

on the night of 19 November.

The heavily forested high ground east of the river
offered the enemy well concealed observation points. The
towns and wooded areas along the MEURTHE afforded concealment
and some cover for small enemy units. The lack of any really
good cover along the enemy’'s side of the river probably
contributed to the relative ease by which his defenses were
breeched by the 3Ird Division. It also probably led the
Division G2 to make the assumption that the enemy would use
the MEURTHE River line merely as a delay position and not as

his main daefensive line. [92]

Nhstacles - The major obstacles in the 3Ird Division’'s
Tone were 3 (1) the MEURTHE River, which runs north to south
across the sector. It was at flood stage on 19-20 November

1944, Although the river had a gravel bottom, it was
unfordable by both vehicles and troops because of its depth
and swift current. (2) the marshy river banks, which
restricted the vehicular approaches to the river to the few
good roads in the area and necessitated the placing of asseult

bridges at the sites of the former permanent bridges, which
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were blown by the enemy. (3} the wet ground and cultivated

fields in the low areas and the heavy forestation on the high

e ground, which restricted vehicular movement to the existing
- hard surface roads. BRecause of these obstacles, VI Corps was
required to develop detailed traffic and supply control plans.

£101] These obstacles also limited the use of armored support

to the existing roads or in a static direct fire support role.

The VOSGES MOUNTAINS presented a significant obstacle to

movement. The few good roads and the thickly forested

o defensible terrain necessitated dismounted operations and
restricted both resupply and evacuation. They also channeled

the Division's effort through the copen areas and along the

roads, denying the commander much flexibility in his scheme of

maneuver and compounding command and control problems. All of

these obstacles benefitted the defender more than they did the

3rd Division. These obstacles should have restricted German

resupply, evacuation and reinforcement capabilities.

Fey Terrain — There were two types of key terrain which
influenced this operation and were c¢ritical to its success.
The fir st was the former briadge sites along the MEURTHE RIVER.
Because of the MEURTHE s high water, swift current and limited

gSF appruacthes, the de«troyed bridge sites became key to the
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division's operation. The Division focused its assault and
engineer efforts on securing these sites so that vehicular
bridges could be anchored to the still-standing bridge
foundations. Because there were only a limited number of
bridging sites in sector, the German defenders were abhle to
easily register their artillery on them. They did inflict
some casualties on the 3rd Division during crossing
operationss; however, these casualties resulted more from
routine harrassing fire than from deliberate concentrations.
The lead elements of the Division were able to cross virtually
undetected or losses would have been much higher. The bridge
sites were located in the vicinity of the built up areas of LA
VOIVRE, CLAIREFONTAINE and LA HOLLANDE. These are also the
areas where the Germans had placed their major defensive
positions. The second important terrain features were the
town of SAALES and the SAALES FPASS. The securing of the
communications center of SAALES and the approaches leading to
it were hkey to the success of the 3rd Infantry Division’'s
post-river crossing operalions. The town of SAALES controlled
the major roads leading east towards STRASEBOURG and the RHINE
RIVER. Because of its importance, this town was made a key
objective of the Division and forced the 3rd to orient toward
the LA HOLLANDE -~ HURBACHE - SAALES ROAD. Because the
German = also recognized the importance of SAALES, they sited

~

their defenses to protect the approaches leading intao the

TeNate® WP
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VOSGES and toward the town.

AVENUES OF AFFROACH

There was really only one avenue of approach for the 3rd
Division‘s attack on the MEURTHE River. This wcs the 7
kilometer wide low area running west of the MEURTHE to LA
SALLE. This avenue was split at NOMPATELIZE into 2 regimental
avenues of approach, one running from NOMPATELIZE to LA VOIVRE
via BIARVILLE and &8T. MICHEL and the other running north from
NOMFATELTZE toward CLAIREFONTAINE via DEFGSSz. These avenues
were wide enough to allow easy movement by dismounted troops
but lacked sufficient good roads to adequately ' handle the
vehicular traftfic which followed the Division’'s lead elements.
The avenue did provide adequate maneuver space for the attack,
and it helped to focus the Division’'s efforts toward the best
crossing sites and the LA HOLLANDE - HURBACHE road leading
into the V0OSGES. Because the avenue failed to provide
adequate concealment from enemy observation and lacked cover
tor vehicular concentrations and artillery units, it was
necessary to conduct the initial stages of this operation at
rnight. The enemy in sector was positioned to defend the
MEURTHE  and  denv access to the VOSGES. This, however, put

then ot the widest part of the avenue and allowed sufficient
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manauver room for the 3rd to attack on a wide front and flank

pockets of resicstance.
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COMPARISON OF OPPOSING FORCES

United States Forces - the 3rd Infantry Division.

November found the U.S5. forcves continuing their
eastward drive against a stubbornly resisting enemy. V1
Corps was making penetrations deep into the difticult, wooded,
terrain of the VOSGES MOUNTAINS. As the corps approached the
MEURTHE RIVER in mid-November, efforts began for the assault
crossing of the swollen river, The VI Corps at this stasge was
composed of primarily the 3rd, 36th, 100th and {03rd Infantry
Divisions. The 100th Infantry Division had shifted its weight
from the west side of the river to the north into the BACIARAT
bridgehead and commenced an attack south and parallel to the
east  bank, This attack, though hampered by very difficult
terrain and weather conditions, initially made good pragress.
Meanwhile, the 103rd Infaniry Division completed its relief of
eiements of the Trd Infantry Division along the MEURTHE RIVER
and  assumed  commaiid of 1te zone by 12 November., The 103%rd
tamediately began preparation for its limited objective
attacts Yo senre the high grosnd southwest of ST.DIZ. The
relieved elements of the 3rd Infantry Division withdrew to
Lr ainiaog areas  west  0of  the MOUKTHE  RIVER, There they

tommenced  antensive  trawvning under conditions which  would
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approximate those of the actual river crossing. [11] The
ageneral VI Corps dispositions and concept for the continuation

of the attack through the VOSGES are shown on Map 1.

L
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At this point, the VI Corps front along the MEURTHE
RIVER extended from BACCARAT in the north to GERARDMER in the
south, a distance of approximately 30 wmiles. The VI Corps
formed the Seventh Army’s right flank, bordered on the north
by the XV (U%) Corps and the south by the Il French Corps of
the First French Army. The complete troop 1list for the VI
Corps for the MEURTHE RIVER crossing operation is shown at
TAEBLE 1. The Third Infantry Division which made the main

corps attack will be the focus of the remainder of this study.

In mid-November, the 3Ird Infantry Division consisted
of three infantry regiments (the 7th, 15th, and 30th) and was
avyinented by the attachment of the 93rd Armored Field
Artillery Battalion, 756th Tank Battalion, &01st  Tank
Doctr Oyer Battalion, and elements of Fhe 3rd Chemical
Batvalion., [12] The complets Division Troop List for

FOWERHOUSE 1 1e shown at TABLE 2.
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SRD INFANTRY DIVISION

7th Intfantry Regiment Division HE 8pt Troops
15th Infentry Regiment Div H&
30th Intantry Regiment HR Co
DIVARTY MF Flt
?th FA Bn JIrd 8ignal Co
10th FA Bn 3rd M Co
I9th FA Bn 703rd Ord Co
4ist FA Bn Div BRand

10th Engineer Bn
Frd Medical Bn
Jrd Recon Troop

ATTACHMENTS
Jrd Armd FA Bn
736th Tank Bn (~B Co)
6HO1lst Tank Dest Bn (-0 Co)
Frd Chemical Bn (Motorized) (~-B, C Co)
441t AAA Bn

Lol

TABLE 2 - 2RD INFANTRY DIVISION TROOF LIST FOR FOWERHOUSE I
19 November 1944




Al

R

i3 o

The Zrd Infantry Division was a veteran of the ANZIO
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Campaign and the long march across southern France. 1t had
essentially been in continuous tough combat since August 1944,
l.ate UOctober and early November found the Division pushing
against an enemy still capable of strong but limited defensive
actions. Attacks against LE HAUT JACOUES and LASALLE had been
bitterly contested. In addition to strong infantry actions,
the enemy was particularly strong in his use of artillery
mortars  and well placed machine guns, and he used his
ammury L on for these weapons liverally. As a result of
these superiences in France In the summer of 1944, the 3rd
Intantry Division approached its planning of the MEURTHE RIVER
crossing with a determined and serious outlook of a battle
scarred wnit attacking an eqgually determined and capable

enemy.

s the Zrd Division was in  the process of undergoing
1ty atorenentioned reliet by the 103rd Division of its center
arid right reqiments (7th and 30th), the 1%th Infantry Regiment
was  carrying out an operation to the northeast to clear the
chenty From Lhe west bank of the MEURTHE RIVER as tar north as
CLATEUFONTAINE.  Wieth the  7th and  Z0lh Regiments 10 their
Lred to iy wroo, Roe bhe MUURTHE crossing, the 10th Regloent  waes
cwoder s Lo huld o the west bank of the MEURTHE, to cover all

proopiu <taene anordent to Lhie raved Crossing,  «nd  aftes the
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assault, assemble as division reserve and follow the crossing

echelons.  The 193th Regisent’'s great hero, Audie Murphy, had

been seversly irjuwred in Auguslt and was hospitalized during

the MEURTHE crossing. He was not to return to the Division
5 until December.

In preparation for the assault, the Division was
deployed as shown on the situation overlay Figure 1. The 7th
Regiment was in training areas near BIARVILLE. Its three
battalions used the preparation period to enjoy some rest and
then began intensive training on day/night river crossing
oparations, small unit tactics, rifle platoon and companies in

the attack and the integration of crew served weapons in  the

':‘:t‘r

L
operakion. Special  training in map reading, radio-telephone
procedures and  direction of artiilery fires by forwara
observers was also conducted. The regiment also conducted

ite officer and NCO school training. [13]
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FIGURE 1 - SITUATION OVERLAY. DISPOSITION OF THE 3RD INFANTRY
DIVISION AT START OF POWERHOUSE I,

19 November 1944
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Meanwhile, the 3I0th Infantry Regiment was assgmbled
in training areas south of RAMBERVILLES, with its 1ist
Battalion, Regimental Headquarters, and special units in and
near ST.HELENE, and the 2nd and 3rd Battalions in BULT.  The
30th Regiment was enjoying its first rest periud since landing
in France at CAVALLAIRESUR-MER on 15 August. After two days
of rest, the EOthlalso began an intensive period of training
despite the colo, wet weather. Training for the MEURTHE RIVER
crossing was conducted both day and night on the MORTAGNE
RIVER. Gther training conducted included small unit problems,
reduction of pillboxes and fortified houses, and attack
through forests. In addition, the "Regimental Raiders” and
the Regimental I & R FPlatoon reconnoitered the actual river
crossing sites and assisted in preparations for the MEURTHE

operation. [14]

The 3rd Irfantry Division, by virtue of the extended
preparation time prior to its assault on the MEURTHE RIVER,
was able to bring its units to nearly full strength. The
Division welcomed nearly 3500 replacements into its véteran
units to preserve a professional fighting edge in the VI
Corps. Tables 3 and 4 provide a summary of 3rd Division
casualties and replacements during this period. By
camparisaon, the Division inflicted an estimated 3638 enemy

casualties (12 officers and 307 EM killed, 6 officers and 181
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EM wounded, 69 officers and 30463 EM céptured). [13]. These . ¢

casualties represented a severe decrement on the enemy’'s

capability to resist.
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CUMMULATIVE CASUALTY REPORT

BATTLE CASUALTY TTL NON BATTLE CASUALTY TTL GRAND
UNIT KIA WIA MIA 1IIA BC DEATHS DIS EXH'N INJ NBC TTL
7th Inf 137 &617 = 12 786 = 286 25 121 432 1218
1Sth Inf 136 354 &5 52 607 = 4462 52 286 800 1407
I0th Inf 143 307 i3 27 490 = 343 31 330 704 1194
DIVARTY - 2 = 1 3 = 2 = = 2 S
th FA - 2 = = 2 = S = 4 9 11
10th FA 4 Q = - 13 - 3 - 2 S i8
39th FA 3 1 1 = S = 9 = 1 10 15
41st FA 2 S = - 7 - 8 = 1 9 16
10 Engr & 15 = 2 23 = 26 4 2 32 95
3rd Med i 1 2 - 4 4 22 = 2 24 28
Div H@ = = = = = = 3 = 2 S S
3rd Ren Trp S 15 1 1 22 = 25 = 2 27 49
HO Spt Trp = = = - = = = = — - -
H& Co = = - - = = 15 = é 21 21
MP Plt = = = = = = 1 = = i 1
3rd 8ig Plt 2 - - - 2 - 9 = 2 11 13
3rd GM Plt = - = - - = 4 = 2 é &
703rd Ord Co = - - ~ - - 3 - 3 7 7
Div Band ,_ = 1 = = 1 1
459 1328 82 93 1964 0 1228 112 766 21046 4070
ATTACHED:
44ist AAAR Bn 1 2 = 1 4 = 15 = 1 16 20
401st TD Bn 4 1 = 1 6 = =9 = 12 47 353
736th Tk Bn 9 10 = 4 23 = 29 ) 16 a1 74
TABLE 3 - CUHALLATIVE CASUALTY REFPORT, 3RD INFANTRY DIVISION,

010001 THRU 302400 NOVEMBER 19434

;}.' WA PR R R Tkt Tkl § bR X S I LI R IR L5 T4 PR Y I PRI AP L S RO N 19 Y 2 F Ry S gy ] 9 LA R A
PSS AR T 7 DL Th O T 0% (R R AT AL ACLI MRS S SO A P £ AL JERE 0 T O RO TP 114 06 26 S0 K1 G B L 22 g My o O\ £V PR R A0



o

REFLACEMENTS AND HOSFITAL RETURNEES

REFL REC ‘D RTU'S REC'D TTL REPL % STRAGGLERS
REPL REC'D

UNIT OFF EM OFF EM OFF EM EM

7th Inf 33 Se6 i1 451 44 1017 70
15th Inf 15 795 9 S04 24 1301 71
3J0th Inf 13 &i4 10 357 25 871 73
DIVARTY 3 1 1 1 4 2 -
s+ 9th FA = 4 = 14 0 18 =
« 10th FA = 6 1 17 1 23 i
39th FA = = = 22 LI 22 =
4ist FA = & = 10 = 16 1
10th Engr i 27 i 18 2 45 3
3rd Med = 1 = 3 = 4 =
Div HQ = = = = - = =
3rd Ren Trp = 2 - 26 = 28 i
HG Spt Trp = = = = = = =
H@ Co = = = 6 = 6 =
MP Flt = = = - = = e
3rd Sig Co = 1 = 1 = 2 =
3rd GM Cou = 1 = = = 1 -
703rd Ovd Co -~ ~ - = = = =
Div Band = = - - - - -
67 2024 3z 1432 100 3456 220

ATTACHED

441t AAK BN - = - 3 ~ 3 =
601st TD Bn - 7 - 25 = 32 =
7%6th Tk Bn = 22 = S = 37 =

TABLE 4 - REPLACEMENTS ANO HOSFITAL RETURNEES,3RD INFANTRY DIVISION,
010001 THRU 302400 NUVEMBER 1%44
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Logistically, the 3rd Infantry Division was well
supported. The Division was equipped with nearly all its
required wheeled and tracked combat vehicles. Combat
equipment losses had been low for the first twenty days of
November but naturally climbed with the MEURTHE RIVER
crossing and the rapid advance that followed. Attached units
greatly increased  the Division’'s armored firepower. Oon 19
November, the Division began operations with 35 M-4 tanks
mounting the older 7Smim gun, 17 M4AZ tanks maunting 7é6mm gurs
(the +Ffirst time this gun was used and gave the tanks
considerably more punch), and o M4A3 vehicles mounting 105mm
guns, In addition, the 756th Tank Battalion also had 16
light tanks. The &01ist Tanﬁ Des*royer Battalion had 34 M10s

mounting 3" guns. (161 These heavy weapons, when combined
with the normal weapons of the infantry division, presented a
formidable force. It had the full range of ordnance from
small arms (the M1 rifle and .45 caliber pistol were the
standard side arms) to 153mm howitzers in the Division
firtillery. The supply of _ammunition fully supported
operalions aAs a Ccursory review of ammunition reports show.
Faor exaaple, 1n November alone, the 3Ird Infantry Division
edpendled uver &30 rounds  of 158mm, 60,000 rounds of 105mm,
10,000 rounds of 79mm  and over 900,000 rounds of 30 caliber
ammunition.(171 Trere 1% no record of shortages of ammunition

or equipment causing an adjustment of nlans or having an
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impact on operations.

The Division also enjoyed excellent support from
supporting units from Corps for the MEURTHE RIVER crossing
operétinns. All these elements contributed to the successful
accomplishment of the Division’'s tactical missions. Supply
support from the rear had become sutfficiently organized so
that no serious problems were encountered during the month.
While Corps had restriccted ammunition for all artillery pieces
and the 8lmm mortars, the restrictions were sufficiently
liberal to meet requirements. Rations and fuel supply became
adequate to meet all demands. Class Il support became very
satisfactory, even the 1/4 ton truck shortages were filled by
the end of the month. However, like most units along the
front, as winter approvached, the Division suffered +from an
initial lack of winter clothing. Though some winter clothing
issues had been made , including gloves, overcoats and
sweaters, no issue had been made for additional special items

such as parkas, wool liners and waterproof covers. (18]

With the small combat losses, the well operated
resupply system, and the extended training period prior to the
attack, the Division needed little special equipmert for the

actual crossing. Special bridging cguipment and boats were

placed in support to the assaulting division by VI Corps. [18)
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