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ABSTRACT

THE ARDENNES - 1944: AN ANALYSIS OF THE OPERATIONAL DEFENSE, By
Major Francis M. Cain III, USA, 51 pages.

This study examines the nature cf the deferse at the operation, al
level of war by analyzing the Battle of the Bulge in December 1944
using the concepts of blitzkrieg arid "web" defense. The monograph
begins by discussing the influence of defensive theory on the
operational concepts of blitzkrieg and "web" deferse. The German
coricept o.0f blitzkrieg incorporates Clausewitz's theory of the
offense by emphasizirng suprise, speed, arid concertraticn at the
decisive po, irt. The counter to the blitzkrieg :'fferse is fourld in
COL F. 0. Miksche's corcept of "web" defense. This ccncept
inccorporates Clausewitz's theory of the deferse by emiphasizing the
advartages of terrain, t ime, arid counterattack.

The Battle of the Bulge provides an excellent example of a "web"
defense pittea against a blitzkrieg o:ffense. The German blitzkrieg
in the Ardernnes ir 1944 failed f', r many reasons: 1) Army Group B
did n:,t concentrate its strength against the most vulnerable
sectior cf the Allied lire; 2) The rugged Ardennes terrain co, uld
be easily defended against attacks by mechanized forces; 3) Key
Americarn cormariders (Eisenhower, Gerow, arid Middletorn) quickly
recognized the value oif holding several key road )urctiors (St.
Vith, Malmedy, Bastcgne, Marche, arid Rochefort) which dominated
novemert through the Ardernes; 4) The Allies held the shoulders of
the German peretration; 5) The Allies quickly ccrcertrated armored
arid m:torized urits to blurt the German penetratior; arid 6) Army
Group B lacked operational reserves arid adequate logistic support.
The analysis of the Arderres shows that the defense is i-ndeed the
strorger forri of war arid that a "web" defense can be emplo, yed
effectively against a blitzkrieg offense.

The Ardernnes pro, vides an excel lent example cf many inp:,rtant
Gerrmlan o,peratioral corcepts which are very similar to Soviet
offensive corcepts. The use of COL Otto Skorzery's 150th Parzer
Brigade is very similar t:, the articipated Soviet emtploymen't Cof
Spetsraz units irto NATO's rear area. German panzer divisiors were
employed iri a role simiilar to, Soviet Operaticnal Maneuver Gr,'un3
(OMG). The Allies effectively used a "web" deferse to courter
these threats.

If NATO is tc' defeat a Soviet attack withc, ut reso, rting to the use
,:,f nuclear weapors, it must adopt a viable cperatinal defer'sive
con.ricept. "Web" defense is such a corcept.

V
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SECTION I

INTRODUCTION

Attack ard defense have beer, arid probably always will be,

the two basic forms of fightirg. They permeate each other; an

attack that is successful develops into pursuit, but if

ursuccessful :r only partially successful, it develops ir, t,:, a

defense. A defense, if successful, develops into c,-,urterattack.

or if unsuccessful develops into retreat. I The point is that

warfare, like a pendulum, always swings from one extrele to the

other. Warfare is a system which is seld, rn in equilibrium, arid

therefore alrmost never at rest, but constant ly charg irg as new

techric'logies are developed arid new techniques and procedures are

adopt ed.

A large por tion of Carl von Clausewitz's classic treatise, On

War, is devo, ted to a discussion :f the relationship between the

o_-ffense and the defense. The German concept of blitzkrieg

ircorporates Clausewitz's theot-y of the offernse by emphasiz irig

surprise, speed, arid c,:,ncen trat i, o, -,f materiel arid fire power to

defeat the enemy at the decisive point. The co urter to a

blitzkrieg offense is found in COL F.O. Miksche' sr concept of

"web" defense which incorporates Clausewitz s theory of defense

by ernphasizirg the advantages of t errain, time, arid

c,-,unterattack. The blitzkrieg arid "web" defense concepts are

firmly based or, Clausewitz's teachings arid have beer, applied,

with varying degrees of success, by various armies across alri-,st

the entire spectrum ,-f corflict. Aralysis *:of a battle which
4
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pitted a blitzkrieg offense against a "web" deferse may pr,-,vide

insight into Clausewitz's theoretical concepts arid how they miqht

be applied today. I, many respects, the World War II Arder,res

operat':on (also knowr as the Battle of the Bulge) is ar ideal

historical event for such an analysis. The purpose of this

paper, therefore, is to gain insight into the operational defense

by analyzing the Ardennes operation of December 1944, usirg the

concepts of blitzkrieg arid "web" deferse. 3

Except for a lack. of close air support, the German c, ffer, sIve

in the Ardenres is an excellent example of blitzkrieg. Althc, ugh

the Allied defense began as a rigid, fo, rward defense, it was

quickly trarsfo-_,rmed into a classic "web" defense. Thus, the

co fr''r, tat ion between German arid Allied armies in the Ardernes ir

December 1944 provides us with a text book exariple of the

applicati on of Clausewitz's theory of the defense aqair st his

theory -:'f the of fe nse, arid presents us with ar excellert

historical example t:, , test the validity of Clausewitz's the,-,ries.

The Arderres was the largest single ,peratior, ever fo-ught by

the U.S. Army. Over 600,000 Allied s,-,ldiers fought, arid so, me

75,000 became casualties. The .:operation eventually invc.lved two

Allied arrily groups corsistirg of three armiles, seven corps, ar,d

r, i neteen divisioris. Forty years later, its corduct is still

r ext rernely c-,rt r,over s i a l. As ,-,r,e of the most i rt erse arId
oo..

hard-f:,ught ,-,peratiors of World War II, the Arderres provides a

good example of the rature of war between rmecharized forces. As

such, the Arderres exhibits mrany cf the character i itics we car

expect to see in a future mid- to high-intersity corfl ict.

%" 2 1



Arial1ys is o:f the Ardennres shou-i-ld provide to-day's soldiers with ZA

better underst and inrg of the nature of war, between mechanized

f orces and insight into the coniduct of the defense at the

operat iosnal level.

This moniograph examines the n~ature of defense and offerse by

discussing the influence of offensive and defensive theory -cr- the

o perat i orialI concepts c:f blitzkrieg arid "web" defense. Next,

these operatijonal concepts are evaluated thro:ugh the study cf the

the Ardenrnes in Decem~ber 1944, focusing on significant act icrns at

-4corps thro:ugh armiy grcLUp level.- The paper, c:rcl 1 udes with an'

assessment c'f the impl icat ions o:f blitzkrieg ard w~e b defenise

for future wars between large, mechanized forces, arid reccimmerids

al1t er-nat ives to scome of the U. S. Army' s current ':perat icOra I

con rce pts5.
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SECTION II

THEORY OF OPERATIONAL DEFENSE

Theory of the Offenle

Since the defense interacts with, and is ofter, a react ion

to, the ,-fferse, we will begin our study of the -,perat ior,al

defense by first exarining the thei,-y o-f the offense. Clausewitz

tells us that the offense is important, because it is the

decisive fo:rmi of war. Defense by itself will not defeat the

enemy; only thrcugh the offense can an arr-ly achieve victory.

Clausewitz's theor-y of the o-,ffence states that because the

attacker initiates the offense he is able to choose the locat ion

and time of his attack. Thus the offense often achieves surprise

at both the tactical and strategic levels. But Miksche reminds

us that surprise can also be technical. Technical surprise is

achieved by employing new or different weapons or tactics against

which the defender has not had time to prepare ar, adequate

defense. Bot h Clausewitz and Miksche agree that an i mporta nt

coriiplerilent to surprise is speed. A surprise attack followed by a

rapid advance keeps the defender- off balance. Surprise allows

the attacker to gain the initiative; speed allows him to keep it.

Thus the defender is never able to recover from the initial blow.

He cannot regain cntr-l of the situation and will be unable to

reposition his reserves effectively or to establish new defensive

Irines. In m-dern warfare, speed and surprise are represented by

rmaneuver.
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The other imp,:rtant aspect of the offense is material

superiority or corcertrat ion. Only by means of supericor strength

car the attacker overcome the advantages which accrue to the

defender. To be effective, material superiorit y mIust be

achieved l-,cal ly and concentrated for a thrust against a weak

point. In moderr, war material superiority and corcertrat ion are

achieved by firepower. Thus firepower is the com plement ,f

marie u v e r.

Concsipts of (erman Blitzkriea

* Developmerit of the blitzkrieg can be traced to, Clausewitz's

prir ciple of "thrust-point" oir conricentratior o.f force airied at

seeking out the weakest point of enemy resistarnce. Later, CoUnt

Al fred vor Schliefferi, Chief of the German General staff fr-,m

1891 t, 1906, added the rotion of the battle of en circleer, t.

Schlieffen believed that armies should constantly strive fo r a

decision on the eneray flanks or rear rather than by attacking

frontally. These two concepts were used to develop the German

storm trooper or "Hutier" tactics o:f World War I which were used

effectively ir the firal German offensive of 1918. With t he

developmen t of mechanized forces in the interwar years, the

Germans further refined the concept of blitzkrieg.7

The Germiar blitzkrieg was an operat ional concept which

derived its basic principles from Clausewitz's theory cf the

offense. The objective of blitzkrieg was to, destroy the erieray by

the complete ervelopmeret of the flanks and rear :,f his posit ir,.

Sp."
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The creators of blitzkrieg recognized that large, modern armies

would riot have open, undefended fianks. Therefore, a flank had

to be created. The attacker would have to breach and penetrate

before he could envelop the defender. This led to the search f',r

weak points."

Once a weak point had been located, the attacker

concentrated overwhelring coribat power in the form cf a

riecharized, coriibined arris tearn consist ing of arrncor, infantry,

artillery, engineers, and aviati:,n to pierce the weak point and

create a gap in the defender's lines. Through this gap flowed

addit ional forces which then rol led out to envelop erermy

Spos it ions from the flanks and rear. Finally, reserves were

cormitted rapidly iritc the gap to help wider the breach and

maintain the riorient um arid speed c:f the attack. Surprise,

corcertration, speed, and initiative were the keys to victory.a

The advantage of the German blitzkrieg co:ncept is that it

places the defender :r, the horns of a dilemma. He is confused.

His attention is diverted everywhere at once. In his attempt to

react, the defender's front line units are tied down everywhere,

while his reserves are spread cut to cover the greatest nurber of

avenues of approach. Therefore, the defender canrot concentrate

his forces at the decisive poirt. He is chopped-up and destrcyed

piecemeal by the attacker. 10

Theoretically, a blitzkrieg attack co:,uld rupture evert the

stro, ngest defense; n, defender should be able to withstand a

blitzkrieg. However, for- the defender, all is not lost. Bc th



Clausewitz and Miksche agree that even though the offense is the

decisive form of war, the defense is the stronger form of war.

In other words, a defender who properly applies the principles of

the defense should be able to defend successfully against ever, a

blitzkrieg offense. Next, we will examine the theory of the

defense to determine why it is the stronger form :-,f war, and how

to employ it successfully against a blitzkrieg.

Theory of Defense

In classic Clausewitzian theory, the defense is the stronger

form of war. The purpose of the defense rny be to preserve

corn'bat power, to gain tire, to occupy terrain or- to protect the

defender's center of gravity. If the offense were the stronger

forrm of war, there would not be a need for the defense since its

primary purpose is preservat ion. If the o:ffense were the

stronger form of war, armies would only want to attack, si-rice

rothing could be gained by defense. Only the stronger army car,

employ the weaker forri, offense, to achieve decisive results; The

weaker army chooses the stronger form, defense, for the lesser

g-,al of preservat ion. I

Because the defense is primarily passive, the defender

enjoys the advantage -,f exploit ing any mistakes made by t he

" attacker. The defense also derives advantage from terrain.

" Terrain usually conceals and protects the defender while the

attacker, at some point, must expose himself to the defender at

the point of attack. a

7



Initially, surprise benefits the attacker because he is free

to strike at any point along the defensive line. However, once

the attacker has cormrnitted himself, the defender is thern able to

surprise the attacker by the strength and direct i:,n of his

counterattacks. It is through the use of well-timed and directed

counterattacks that the defense robs the offense of its last

remaining advantage - initiative. "A

Since, in theoretical terms, only the offense can achieve

decisive results, the defender can only defeat the attacker by

launchirig his own offense: the counterattack. Therefore, the

cournterattack must be an integral part of the defense. The aim

of the counterattack is to destroy the attacker' s center of

gravity. The more combat power that can be concentrated against

the enemy's center of gravity, the more decisive the

co, unterattack will be. At the operational level, the enemy army

becomes the center ,:f gravity, which must be destroyed. 14

Another benefit which accrues primarily to the defender is

concentric attack. In modern war with large armies spread over

wide fronts, the attacker can seldom employ concentric attacks

until he has penetrated the defender's main defensive line. The

defender, however, can employ corcentric attacks against the

attacker as soon as he begins to penetrate the defender's

position. The advantages of concentric attack are psychological

in that, by placing a force in the attacker's rear or threaterirg

an exposed flank, the defender may ci*,. se the attacker to fear

that he is being cut off from the rest of his forces. Corcentric

attack a I so often achieves surprise since the attacker' s

8
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attention is usually not focused in the direction from which the

attack comes. Finally, the defender has the advantage in that a

concentric attack. may catch the attacker's forces in a crossfire

or evern physically cut them off frorii fol low-or and support

f orces.

Practically speaking, the theoretical pririciples of the

defense may be applied to several different circumstances and

used tc' develop different defensive concepts such as fo rward

defense, deferse ir, depth, rmobile defense, or- "web" defense. To°

be applied successfully in Western Europe against a

blitzkrieg-style o-°ffense, a defensive concept must be able to

resist infiltration, defend against the inevitable rolling outt of

the attacking f orce, restrict the flow of the attacker' s

reserves, and decisively defeat the attacker's concentrated main

ef fiort. C-ns ider i ng the defender' s advantages of surprise

through counterattack ard terrain, the theoretical concept best

suited fcr a defense ir Western EurOpe against a blitzkrieg-style

offensive is the "web" defense.

"Web" Defense

The "web" style defensive corcept was first articulated by

Miksche in the early 1940s as the modern shield to, protect

against the rodern sword cof the blitzkrieg attack."' A

successful "web" defense against a blitzkrieg is cord'ucted in two

phases. In the first phase, a series of mutually sUppOrt irg

strong points arrayed ir depth is used to delay arid at trit the

9



attacker. In the second phase, the defender launchess a

large-scale counterattack to defeat the attacker. r-

The first factor in the "web" defense is depth. Depth is

achieved by placing a number of zones ozr lines of defense one

behind the other. Thus the attacker breaches ore defensive line

only to be confronted with another. Successive defensive 1 ines

slow and constrict the movement of the attacker. The offense is

ro bbed of speed and prevented from aufrollen or rollirg out to

attack the defenders positions froimi the flank or rear. 1-

The second aspect of the "web" defense is the presence of

strong points or islands of resistance. These defensive

po-siti,-,ns are arrayed in depth and capable of fighting in any

directior. They are capable of fighting independent ly even wher,

surrounded. The purpose of the strong points is to delay and

attrit the attacker. Because these strong pcoints are arrayed ir,

depth on the battlefield, the attacker is forced to fight a

number of isolated battles simultaneously. His main thrust is

broken up i nto sma 1ller thrusts as the attacker loses

concent rat i on. I a

Combined arms :perat ions are just as important in the

defense as in the offense. Strong p,-,irts are mrianned riot only by

infantry, but also by arrmor and engineers with adequate artillery

and aviation suppo-rt. During the first phase of the defense,

these forces launch local counterattacks into the flanks and rear

of the attacker. These local counterattacks slow and attrit the

attacker. Instead of attacking the flank ard rear of the

defender, the attacker r,ow finds that his flanks and rear are

1 0
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being attacked. This forces the attacker to further disperse his

forces in an attenmpt to defend against these l:cal

counterattacks. ISD

The defender is now well on his way to achieving his first

objective of delaying and attriting the attacker. Strong points

also cut the attacker off from his follow-on fo rces, such as

reserves arid logistical support. Without the rapid commitment of

reserves, the attack quickly loses its m oment u m and the

initiative begins to pass to the defender.12

The "web" defense offers protracted resistance, gaining

time for the defender to ident ify the main attack and

concentrate his armored reserves for a large-scale courterattack.

It is this large-scale counterattack, "the flashing swco'rd o1f

vengeance", into the attacker's center of gravity that turns the

tables in favor o:f the defender and decisively defeats the

attacker. Roles are now reversed arid the attacker becomes the

defender. Although the attacker now receives all the benefits of

the defense, he is deep in enemy territory, on urifamiliar ground,

and cut-off from his reserves and support units. He must now try

to gair time and avoid a decisive defeat by either establishing a

hasty defense or fallring back. on a more defensible position.

Thus we see that the offense arid defense interact. The

offense begins with an attack but ends as defense, while the

defense begins by defending arid erds by attacking. Having

discussed the theoretical basis of blitzkrieg and "web" defense,

we will now examine the application c:f these concepts in a majo, r

W',rld War II operat ior- the Ardenres in 1944.

11
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SECTION III

THE ARDENNES-1944

By December 1944, the Allies had regained most of the

territory which had been occupied by Nazi Germany. In Western

Europe seven Allied armies approached Germany on a broad front.

The out look or the German side, however, was not so bright, arid

Hitler was determined to act decisively while German industry was

still producing war materiel and morale at home was reasonably

high. After analyzing the situation, Hitler decided to attack in

the West, out of the Ardenres. Antwerp would be the final

objective. This would allow the Gerriaris to disrupt the Allies'

supply flow and destroy all fo rces nor t h o f the

Bastogrie-Brussels-Antwerp line. Such a blow would also severely

strain the Anglo-American alliance.el

The German offensive began at 0530, 16 December 1944, as over

,OC0 artillery pieces began an intensive barrage along the

Ardennes front from Morshau to Echternach. As an ec-n-romy f-,f

force measure, LTG Omar N. Bradley's 12th Army Group manned the

rugged Ardennes with only six divisions organized irto, two corps.

American divisions were deployed in a rigid, forward defense with

little depth and no operational reserves.as

The German offensive was conducted by Field Marshal Walter

Model's Army Group B consisting of two infantry and twc panzer

armies. The schwerpunkt (main effort) of the offensive was Sixth
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Panzer Army. Its mission was to break through the Allied 1 ine

north of the Schnee Eifel (see Map 1) and thrust towards the

Meuse River with four SS panzer divisions. After seizing

crossing points along the Meuse between Liege and Huy, Sixth

Panzer Army would drive forward to the AIbert Canal between

Maastricht and Antwerp. The penet rat ion of the infantry

divisions through the rugged terrain of the Ho7hes Venrin w,:ould be

supported by an airborne operatior to seize key crossroads and

bridges.

Fifth Parzer Army would break through the Allied line seizing

the key road jurctions of St. Vith, Bastogne, and Marche, cross

the Meuse between Anderine and Givet, and then, push on through

Dinarit and the Sambre River, into the Brussels area west of

Antwerp. Fifth Panzer Army was also responsible for prot ect i rig

Sixth Panzer Army's southern flank. In the south, Seventh Army

would protect the southern and south-western flark by breaking

through the AIlied line and establishing a defensive line

Ged i ine-L i bramorit -Medernach. In the north, Fifteenth Arrily would

protect the Meuse crossings and contain All ied forces in thne

Roermon d-Liege area east of Eupen. In addition to support frrii

Luftwaffe, art i 11ery, flak and engineer units, Army Group B had

onie division in reserve. An additonial ten divisions were held in

N r-% OK West reserve. Five of these were eventually cormmitted to the

" ,:, f feris i ve.
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Although the Gerrian attacks of 16 December achieved total

surprise, they failed to reach their first day's objectives. (see

Map 2) In the North, Sixth Panzer Army's LXVII Corps failed to

break through the 99th Infantry Division. In the I SS Corps

sector, 12th SS Panzer Division was committed to assist the

breakthrough by LXVII Corps, and 3rd Parachute Division made

little headway against the 14th Cavalry Group. Waiting to exploit

3rd Parachute division's breakthrough, 1st SS Panzer Division

became entangled in a tremendous traffic jam. In Fifth Panzer

Arrmy' s area, LVIII and XLVII Panzer Corps were delayed by two

regiments of the 28th Infantry Division which established

company-size strong points at key road junctions. In the south,

Seventh Army' s four Volks Grenadier divisions made little

progress against a regiment of the 28th Infantry Division, a

battali-on of the 9th Armored Division and a regiment of the 4th

Infantry Division.a

GEN Dwight Eisenhower and LTG Bradley were attending a

conference at SHAEF when they were informed of the German attack

in the Ardennes. Bradley thought the Germans had launched a

spoiling attack, but Eisenhower immediately recognized it as the

rmain German attack. Consequent ly, he made three very important

decisions. Because 12th Army Gro-,up had no reserve, the SHAEF
reserv 1streserven

reserve (XVIII Airborne Corps with the 82nd and 11st Airbrne

Divisi_-ons) was ordered from its refitt ing area at Reims to the

Ardennes. 10Uth Armored Divisio n, out of the line in Third Army
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sector, arid 7th Armored Divisior,, from Ninth Army, were alsc,

ordered to m:ve to the threatened area. "

The rext day, 17 December, with only limited ir f-rmat io n

abo:ut the tact ical sit uat ion in the Arderres available,

Eisenhower decided or, his operational concept for dealirig with

the Gerriar attack. He decided that the German peretration r must

be held short of the 1 ire Luxembourg City-Sedan- Meuse

River-Liege. Reserves would not be comriitted piecemeal. All

available combat units, including ergireers and ant iaircraft

artillery, would be used to delay the enemy as long as possible

while reserves were brought up ard concentrated.

4. 17 December was a frustrating day for the Germans. In the

North, V Corps cormnader, MG Robert W. Gerow, realized the

serio usness of the situat i r, arid pulled the 99th ard 2rd

In fantry Divisions back into a strong defensive posit i: ri along

Elsernborn Ridge. Ir the center, Karipfgruppe Peiper-, a str onq

combined arms task force from 1 SS Parzer Division consistirg of

ninety-two tanks, a parzer greradier battalion, a light, flak

battal ion, an artillery battalion, arid two ergireer c, mparies,

urt ar g Ied itself f rom the traffic jam behind 3rd Parachute

Division, broke through the front l ire, arid was exploit irg the

gap between V arid VII Co:rps by driving towards the Meuse. Late

that day, the 7th Armored Division arrived in St.Vith, while

Combat Command B (CCB) , 10th Arrm-ored Division arrived j ust i ri

t ime to shore up the southerr, shoulder. After resistirg heavy

15
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attacks througho'ut the day, the 28th Infantry Divisior was forced

:to withdraw, leaving the road to Bastogre open. (see Map 3)

On 18 December, ist Infantry Division arrived in V Corps to

help stabi l i ze the r:rtherrn shou I der. Kampfgruppe Pei per

cont inued its advance but was ser i ous I y delayed by combat

en gin eers from the 51st and 291st Engin eer Cormbat Battal ic ris

marnni rig roadblocks at key river crossing sites across the Salm

ard Ambleve Rivers. GEN Eisenhower alerted the last unit s

available to him, the 11th Armored, 17th Airborne, ard British

6th Airborne Divisions ir Ergland to rc, mve to the Crtirent.

' Or, 19 December, V Corps began to gain the initiative with the

arrival of the 30th Infantry arid 82rid Airborne Divisions. These

units blocked Kampfgruppe Peiper's last r,:,ute to the Meuse. I r

St. Vith, the 7th AD held out a gainst increasing pressure. In the

center, MG Troy Middleton, VIII Corps Commander, used four combat

engin eer battal iors augmented with rerrants of the 28th ID to,

delay the German advance towards Bastogre at Wiltz. Under heavy

attacks from XLVII Parzer Corps, the delaying force withdrew from

Wiltz :r the right of 18 December. But by ther, Bastogre was

,occupied by the 101st Airb..rre Division ard CCA, 10th AD. (see

Map 4)

19 December was arother critical day f,_-,r Allied

dec is ion-mak i rig. At a major c, ,rrinders' meet i ng 1 r Verd ur,

Eisenhower reminded his commanders that the Germans could rot be

all,,wed to cr, ss the Meuse. It was als,-, decided that Patt-rl's
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Third Army would absorb VIII Corps ard attack north to relieve

Basto:,gre between 22 arid 23 December. Mearwhile, 6th Arily Group

would extend its flank n:rth t,- cover the gap caused by Third

Army pulling two of its three ccrps out of lire for the attack

north. Eisenhower's overall concept was to hold the rorthern

shoulder while he counterattacked in the sc,:uth.

By 20 Decemiber Bastogre was alrmiost corpletely surrourlded arid

the 7 AD at St. Vith was also threatered with encirclement. (see

Map 5) Because 12th Arrmy Grozup' s headquarters was established

south of the penetratior, the Geriar advance would soor cut the

direct lire of comuricat ion with First Arry headquarters located

in Spa. In additior, the only remairirng major allied reserve was

21st Army Group's XXX Corps. Eisernhower decided that his best

course cf act icr was to attach First arid Nirth Arrm ies t.

Mont gorlery' s 21st Army Group while Bradley's 12th Arry Group

would remair in coritr l of Third Army.

Montgormiery visited First Army headquarters later that day ard

made two i mport ant decisi r ons. First, he approved Hodge' s

disposition of V arid XVIII Corps. Second, he directed that MG

Lawtor Collin' s VII Corps headquarters be pulled fro, m the 1 ir e

nc-rth c-If Eupen arid used to lead a large scale co, u nterattack.

Ninth Army would move its boundary south to irclude the VII Ccrps

divisions left in place.

Or 20 December, 9th Infartry arid CCB, 3rd Arimiored Division

arrived in the north, while the Fuehrer Begleit Brigade
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(equivalen t to a small panzer division) was c,-ommitted in a

renewed attack by LVIII Corps to take St. Vith. By 2'1 December,

First Arrmy's stubborn defense of Elsenborn Ridge arid St. Vith was

beginning to pay dividends. Frustrated by Sixth Panzer Army' s

inability to achieve a breakthrough, Field Marshal Gerd vor

R Undstedt, Commander OB WEST, shifted his schwerpirlkt from Sixth

to Fifth Panzer Arrily. Later that day a strng karipfgr'uppe from

116th P'anzer Division reached the Ourthe River- at Htt,-,r,, but was

repel led by a reinforced corpany o-,f the 51st E rg i nee rs.

Meanwhile, the 84th Infantry Divisior began arriving at Marche.

Late that night, 7th AD finally withdrew from St.Vith.

' (see Map 6)

VII Corps headquarters arrived or 22 December and the British

29 Armored Brigade moved into blocking positions along the Meuse

south cf Dinart. In the sout h, III Co rps launched its

coun t erat tack towards Bastogne with three d ivisions, twO

infantry and one arrmored.

The remnants of 7th Armored Division withdrew across the Salm

River- behind the 82nd Airborre Division ,-,n :3 December as I SS

Parzer Corps renewed its attempt t,- break through XVIII Airbo:rne

Corps. Addit ional reinforcerments began to arrive in the form .f

and Armored Division. Despite the increase in Allied strength,

the Germans still had four panzer divisions (2d, 2d SS, .lc1th and

Panzer Lehr) pro, bing towards the Meuse. 23 December was also

the first clear- day and aircraft frm-ro IX arid XXIX Tactical Air-
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Commrfands irifi1 icted sever-e l osses oni 2rid and 1 16th Panizer-

-~~ Div ision~s. (see Map 7)

Although the Allied line had stabilized by 24 Decemiber-, it

was no::t a co'nt inuous lire but r-ather- a series c-,f strcorig po_ints at

key r:.ad j unet i ns ard river- crcoss irigs. Monit gorety decided t

withdr-aw XVI II Airbor-re Ccrps from its exposed posit ior alon.rg the

Sai1ril River- as Gevrman panzer- attacks cort inued to miake prcOgr esS

towards the Meuse.

By 25 Decemnber,, the schwerpunkt of 2rd Panizer- was only six

k i lcmriet ers f-rom the Meu-se at Dirant while the 116th and "rid SS

Panzer- Divisions were making str-ong support ing attacks to--wards

Namur. Collins r-ealized that despite Mont gomery's guidance to-

hcold d iv is icins for, a planined cc--o-titeror-ffersive, onl Iy A s t r.rig

local cunt-attack. could stop 2nd Panzer'I s drive for- the Mue

*He ther, or-der-ed 2nid Ar-mored Division to counterattack. inrito th e

f lank. of 2nid Panizer- Division. The courterattack was successful,

arid 2nd Panizer- was stopped at Cel les. Meanwhi le, a rc,.t her o-0f

Co 11 inis' d i v i s i ons, -r-d Arrior-ed, a 1 so 1 a urch ed a l ocal1

courterat tack to:: sto--p -2nd SS Panzer'1s idrive tc', Narnur. (see Map 8)

By 26 December- the Gerrian, of fernsivye had gr-ounrd to-- a ha I.

Inrcreas inrg Allied st rngt h, relenitless attacks by fi1ght er-

bomober-s, arid a sever-e shorYtage of gasol ire had sapped the Ge-rriars

of their, str-ength. At dusk or L=S December, leading elements ctf

I II Co-rps' 4th Atrmored Div isicn-,i br~oke t h rougqh to: Bastcgnie.

A It hc.u gh days cf har-d fight ing still remna ined, t he Ger-mans'
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forward rnorert urn was checked, arid all alorg the 1 i re, Germarn

divisions begarn going over to the defensive. The Allied line had

held.

Mort gornery' s 21st Army Group launched its large scale

co, unteroffensive on 3 January 1945. His decision to attack the

nose of the Gerran salient rather than t o drive fr,-,m the

shou l ders deep i rt o the German rear has pro, ved e x t rere y

controversial. The result was a slow, grinding offensive which

gradually pushed the Germans out ard restored the original Allied

defensive posit iors. (see Map 9) While Mont gomery's advance on a

broad f ront caused the Gerrmians further losses i n men arid

rat er ial, several panzer units were able to disengage ard

withdraw from the salient. By 7 February 1945, the Allied line

was restored and seven Allied armies were again poised cor

Germany' s borders ready to launch the last phase of the war in

Western Europe: the crossing of the Rhine arid the advance i nto

the heart of Germany. (see Map 10)

SECTION IV

DEFEAT OF THE GERMAN BLITZKRIEG

Failure In The Ardonnns

The German attack in the Arderres contai ned all the

ingredients for a successful blitzkrieg. Yet the attack failed.

Why? The purpose of this section is to examire the reasors f,_-,r
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this failu..re in term~s of the theoretical concepts discussed irn

Section II.

The first reason for the German Army' s defeat in the Ardennes

was the failure of Army Gro:up 8 t o corncent rat e its st rengt h

against weak points. Although on an operatijonal level Fifth arid

Sixth Panizer Armnies attacked the weakest portion of the AllIied

line, tactically, Sixth Parzer Arrily' s schwerpunkt was directed at

Athe st rongest port i on of First Army' s posit ions inr V Corps'

sect or where Z-d Infantry Division was actually attacking through

the 99th Infantry Division~. Had the German schwerpuntrkt been

shifted south where VIII Corps was defending a sixty-five ril e

f ronrt, the attack could have achieved m u ch mr0re? signif icanit

results.

An.:t her reason f or- German f ail1 ure was the t remenidous

advantage the Ardennes terrain gave to the defenider. With i1 a

steep river valleys, narrow twisting roads and thick forests, the

Ardennes consists o:f sorme of the most rugged terrain in West ern

Eu1tr op e. In December 1944, off road vehicle mozvemient was limited

to: oznly a few mobility corridors which ran perpendicular to the

German axis of advance. QI S inrce roads Were eas ilIy b lc k ed at

stream crossings ard in villages, smiall urits were able to delay

larger,, more powerful urnits for long periods o--f t i rie. D eca us e

off road movement by large armored forces was so restr-icted, ro:ad

.junct ions dominated movemient through the Ardennes anid were k'ey to-

controll1ing the Ardennes. "
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Key Amer i can comamanders, such as E i senhower, Gerow and

Middlet-,n, quickly recogrnized the value o:f these r-oad jurictions

arid established str-ong points at each ore. Operat ioral ly, these

strrong points acted as a "web" deferse by delaying arid attritirg

attacking German forces arid separat irig attacking f orces fr om

their- reserves arid logistical support. Delays at St. Vith,

Malmedy, Bastogre, Marche, arid Rochefort disrupted the miomenitun

arid timing of the Gerrian offensive, giving the Allies time to-°

react, brir, g in additi oral reserves arid establish a c,:herert

defensive l inie in fr-,rt of the Meuse. Throughout the battle the

Germans never controlled meore than fc, ur of th irteer key r-ad

j u rct i o-,ns. o

. In addition to holdirig these key road jur ctioris, the Allies

were also successful in holding the shoulders of the penetrati,-,r,.

Because the Germans were unable to widen the peretrat i on, the

flow of meri and rlateriel into the gap was severely restricted.

The Gerrmaris were also unable to r,l l out arid envelop Allied units

:ri the flanks.

Perhaps the biggest reason for the Gerrlan failure was the

-. ", rapid Allied reaction to the German attack. In dealing with the

Gerrian threat, the Alli es d isplayed t remeridous mert a 1 and

physical agility. A review o:f the history of World War II shows

that the German blitzkrieg was :nily successful against commanders

who did riot understand the dynamics of roderri war arid armies

which were riot equipped to wage it. Poland in 1939, Frarce ir,
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1940, arid Russia irs 1941-42, are examples. In the Ardennres in

1944, this was riot the case. Senior- cormirardet-s, Such a S

E i serihowmer, Pattori, Monstgomery, Bradl1ey, Ger.:.w, Mi dd let on, ard

Ccil iris, understood the dyrnamsics arid temp,::, of msodern war. They

under-stood the necessity of preventirig the Ger-man' s init ial

tact ical penetrat ion fr-omi being exploited into operat i onal1 arid

strategic success. Urnlike the Poles in 1939 and Fr-ench irs 1940),

they r-eacted quickly t.o- close the br-each and br-ing up r-eser-ves.

Eisenhower,, Pattors, Midd letors, Ger-ow, arid Collinis immediately

r-ecogn ized the significansce of the Ger-man offensive. A 11 made

cr-it ical decisions alImost iried i at e Iy which t r-arisf ormed the

Al1 ied l ire f ro:-m a rigid, forwar-d deferse to a dynamic a r.d

flexible "web" defense. These decisions established the natur-e

o f the defense arid decisively influenced the o utcomie of th e

bat tl1e. E iserhower- immediately star-ted re inrfor-cerent s mov i rig

towar-d the ar-ea. These four, divisions played an, importaf't r~olIe

inr containing the Gerriiar perietrat ior. Later, he gave cont-rol o f

the no rth e rnr half of the Bulge to Monitgomiery. Th i s dec isin

i improved A1llied comrtmand arid control within the battle ar~ea arid

al1so increased the reser-ves available ('21st Prmriy Groukp'IS xxx

Cor-ps) . Pat ton ant ici pated the German offersive. 14i s ea rlIy

pl1arnrig for, a courterattack to-- relieve Ba 3tcgre diver-Led Fifth

Panzer- Army' s attert ion arid resources away fromi its drive t-o the

Meuse. Middleton quickly r-ecognized the value o:f h .-l1d ii q key

r~oad junictioris arid the s-Duther-ri shoulder- of the periet rat ior-. He



organized combat supp:rt units to plug gaps arid hold key areas as

long as possible, thus gaining time f.:,r the 101st Ai-r-borr, e

Division:i to occupy Bastogne and for Pattor's III Corps to launch

its cournterattack. In the notrth, Gerc, w identified the key

defensive posit ion of Elsenb-,rr Ridge. This strong defensive

terrain stopped Sixth Parzer Army' s drive before it really got

star-ted arid played a key role in restricting the Gerriar break-

thr-ough. During the first day of fighting, Cocli is reacted

irmmediately without orders to send reirforcemerts to V Cor ps.

These urits, Ist, 9th, arid 30th Irfantry Divisions, were

inYstruimerital in blocking Sixth Parzer Arrmy arid reirfo, rcing the

niortherrn shoulder. Later, Collins disobeyed Montgcmr,1ery' s or-der-s

arid launched l,-,cal counterattacks by the 2d arid 3rd Armor, ed

Divisions which finally halted the German advance to the Meuse.

Physical agility was also importart. All Allied divisior, s

were fully motorized. Irfartry divisiors could travel as far arid

as fast as arrimored divisiors. This mobility differer tial betweer,

Gerran arid Allied units gave the Allies a trerneridcous mobility

AL ' advantage. Because the Germans failed to apply sufficiert

A pressure along the Allied lire to fix units or, the flar, arri:,I

ard infantry divisions were pulled out of lire in a-eas as far

away as a00 kilormleters from the Arderi res arid coriceritrated i r

the battle area in a matter of h, urs.

The organization of Allied comibat units also facilitated

agility. Divisioris were rapidly moved frm one corps to aricther-

J.:4
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ard ever, corps headquarters were rn:ved from o-,roe area to another

ard passed fr ro ore arry to another. This c rga ni zat ior a I

flexibility allowed ser, ior command ers to, transitic r, rapidly from

a rigid forward deferse to a dynamic "web" defense ard quickly

t- reorgar, i -e to maximize combat power. Add it iorial ly, the

ability of many combat support units, such as erg ir eers arid

artiaircraft artillery, to fight as irfartry was irstrurertal it,

* delaying German units long enough to bring up Allied reserves and

establish a coherent deferse.

A final reason for the Germanr failure was their lack of depth

ard log istical support. Only limited operatior, al reserves were

available at Army Group B arid OK West, ard these were committed

piecemeal ard too late to. influence the outcome of the offensive

decisively. Lack oIf adequate logistical support was another

Spr-,blem. The German At-my could not make good materiel losses in

tarks ard other heavy equipmert. Because orl y a limited ri mber

o f recovery vehicles were available, damaged equiprmert, which

could have been repaired, was abandored -r the battlefield.

Art i 1llery arm r, it ir, ard fuel were alsoi r shor-t supply. Ic,

fact, 'German planners were courtirg or using captured stccks -f

Allied fuel to main tair the offerisive. Art illery arrur, ition was

irn such short supply that most artillery battalionns began the

offensive with o:rly two to four days supply or, hand i, nstead of

the required fifteer, days supply.



5upsriority of the Defenne

Based on --ur historical exarmple cf the Ardenres in 1944, we

car conclude that the deferse is indeed the stronger form of war

arid that a "web" deferse car, be erilpl,-,yed effectively against a

blitzkrieg offerise. In the Ardernnes the Allies used all aspects

of the classical "web" defense as described by Miksche. Althcugh

they halted arid eventually reduced the German per, etratc ion, the

Allies failed to, achieve a decisive victory. Because the Allies

attacked the nose of the penetratior instead of coriduct ir, g an

erive I op i rig attack fr,-m the shoulders, the maj,-,rity of Gerrmiar

parzer un its were able tc withdraw from the salient tc fight

aga i r,.

One aspect of the battle which rmlit i gated against at,

erivel opir g attack frm:,r the shoulders cf the perietraticr, was the

easily deferded terrain ,f the Ardenries. Once the Gerran offerse

halted arid wert over to the defensive, all the advantages cf the

deferse, iric 1udinrig the advantage of terrain, accrued t,- the

Gerraris, riot the Allies.
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SECTION V

OPERATIONAL DEFENSE AND AIRLAND BATTLE

Soviet Blitzkrieg Theory

As P. H. Vigor- and others have pointed out in recent years,

the So, viets are the inheritors of German blitzkrieg theory.

Soviet ground fo, rces are organized, trained, and equipped tc

fight a mobile, fast moving battle. The Soviet theory of war is

based pri marily oi-n the philosophies of Lenin and Clausewitz.

Since the German view of war was also, based la-gely or,

Clausewitz's teachings, we should not be surprised at the

remarkable simi larity between Germar, and Soviet bl it zkrieg

the-Dry. -A

The Soviets have spent a considerab le armort of t ime

analyzing German blitzkrieg theo, ry and practice durring Wor-ld War-

II, and have found it lacking in several areas. " What Vigor-

calls "So viet blitzkrieg theory" recognizes these flaws. Haviring

absorbed these lessons and incorporated changes in military

capability br'cught abc, ut by new technology, the S , jets havf-

developed their -D wn version of blitzkrieg theo -y. The basic

tenets of Soviet blitzkrieg theory are to:

1) Establish unified doctrine, training, and equipment

thrc, ughc, ut the force.

2) Secure corplete mastery of local air space.



3) Ach ieve surprise at the strategic, coperat i .ral1 and

tactical levels.

4) Concent rat e c'verwhe 1 m i rig super ior- i t y .:f mer ard

material on, principal axes of advance.

5) Maintain a high speed of advance.

6) Strike before the enemiy' s fo~rces are fully moirbil1ized.

7) Obtain close coocrd inat ior, between t h eir three

serv ices.

8) Stcckpi le, i n advance, suf ficient amriunit ion and

equipment to last the whole campaign.

93) Conduct airborre land ings in the enemy rear t.: s ei z e

key object ives arid transportat ior networks.

10C) Hit the enemay ant in it ial arid s imult anrcus b 1o w oe r

the whole depth cf his position, primiarily with missiles.

11) E mp lo y a pre- pl1anied p rog rar mof d isrupt ion and

sabot age in the enermy" s rear.

The Sov iet s have refined arid added to German bIi t zPr-i e g

theory. It must be expected that in any war begun by the Soviets

-AAgainst NATO, these principles would be vigoro--usly applied in an

% b

attemipt to achieve art overwhelming defeat of NflTO As quickly A

po ss iblIe.
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Thm Ardennes and the Modern Battlefipk

There are many parallels between the Atrdenres in 1944 and the

expected nature of a corfrontatiorn between NATO and the Sviets

in Westerr Europe today. The Ardennes provides val;uable insiglht

into the rature of future war. The first aspect that the

Arderines has ir cormor, with the modern battlefield is that it

represents the rature of war" between large recharized forces.

The battle clearly shows the complexity of confrn,-rtat ins betweFr,

highly rmobile armies.

The second important aspect, as discussed earlier, is that

the Ardenres represerts the conduct of a successful defense i,

Western Europe. More specifically, the battle shows how an

operat i nal "web" defense could be used to defeat a Soviet

blitzkrieg o, ffense. The Ardennes is ar excellent example of a

ron-linear battlefield. Because of the dense terrain, lav-qe

format iors terided to break into small, isolated units f i gh t 1

rum-ero,,us vio-, lent ergagemerts. It was a battlefield d'r.miratel L,

confusion in which nornal ccornmarid and crtro, l re1atior, s ps wera

alrmost impossible to mairtair. Only the initiative of rAU .r,

c:rranders at various levels saved the day.

C:,ntiruous operations is another irmportant aspect. The 7t~h

Arrored Divisionr fought conti, uous ly for six days to deny t u-

Gor,mans tile use o-,f tile vital road and rail retwori arou,d '

V it h. BG Bruce C. Clarke, Ccromarder, CCA, 7th Airmoi.ed Di'visa,
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was so exhausted after several days -,f c,,rtiruocus fighting that

he rode away fr-,m the Salm River- tied into his jeep so he wo, ld

rot fall out as he slept 1' Fat igue may have beer ar imp ort ar t

factor in P'eiper's critical decisior to delay his advance for

a I rmost twelve h,-,urs in fron, t of St ave ot, g iv i rg the 30th

I nfantry and 82d Airb-orre Divisi,-,ris additional time to move i rto

the battle area arid establish blocking positio-s acr-,ss F-eiper' s

path.

Most irportar, t ly, because o-,f the relatioriship between Ger-man

ard Soviet blit zkrieg theory, the Arderries pr-vides an excellent

ex>amp le of mary irmpcortart Get-rman operational concepts which are

veoy similar t:, Soviet offersive concepts. The first is the use

,f COL Ott: S.orzery' s 150-th Parzer Btrigade to cause cf-tusi,-,ro

arid Par, Ic r, rear areas. By usirg captured and simrulated

Amer 1 car, eq u i pment rnarred by Erg 1 i sh speak i rig Gerrars i r Amer ican,

un i f,-r-ro s, Sc,'r- z rr,'' s roer, caused a d i spr,,port i onat e a ,riour t of

c,,r, fus in--r r the A 1 ied side. The use of crioard,- ur i t s to

capt ure key -hject ives ard traosportaticr,,odes is very sin iIar

t o the art icipated S,:-,.iet employment of Spetsraz urtits in t,-,

NH '' s rear. -

Ar ever m,-ore i riport ar,t paral lel betweer Gerrnar arid S. v iet

,operat i,, I cnr, cept s wAs the Germar emp lo-yrert of pari zer

Sdi v isio s 1t, a r- le sirni Iar t, the Sov i et erop lo yroer, t f

Oper .4t i,-:,,al Ma,-,e.ver- Groups (OMG). The OMG 1 a highly

3ri ira, t S: t r -t r,nal mecharism,1 for the rapid defeat of
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NATO. The So~viets believe that NATO car, best be defeated by

erupt inrg these highly mobile grc-ups at high speeds into NATO! T-

reari bypassing cernters of r-esistarice, penietrat inrg rapid ly, :i nd

crumbl1ing NATO' s defenses f-rom with in. *"

Iur i rig the Ar'dennies, al1l Getrman, panzer- d iv isi cs f 1t-1c t i- ired

as OMGs by atteripting to dr-ive to the Meuse .-and beyo:nd as quicklIy

as possi ble, igniorirg flanks ard bypassing ceniters :f rss>~ie

Fortuniately for- the Al lies, their, "web" defense str-angled most c-f

these OM~s by depr-iving themn c:f their, morbility. Panizer- Lehr.,

which f -rct i orned as a sec:rnd echelcr, cf XLVII Panzer- Corps,

became entangled in Bast-c:grie' s defensive web. Sini lar-ly, Fuehror,

Begleit Brigade o:f LXVI Corps became entangled in, St. Vith's

defensive web. Stiff resistance alo~ng Elsenbcsrr Ridge by V Cornps

forced the cortriittmient cf 12th 9S Panizer to clear- the r-idge, thus

d iver-t i rig it f rm i ts rol-,e o-.f secur-inrg Mleuse R iver, cr,:, S rg '

sites. The ent ir-e II S9 Panizer- Cor-ps, which funict ioned as aR

*second echelon ci f Sixth Panzer- Atrmy, was dentied sufficient ro

to:: mareuver,, arid becamie tr-apped between. Elseriborri Ridge A rid

St. Vith.

OnlIy four- Germrian panizer, fotrmat ions achieved an'lY r e a s ui -a e

success. These were 1st 59, -2d, -2d 99, and- 11 GthI- Panz!21

D iv is i -os. The onl r Iy successful panizer- fo--rmrat ion' fro Si xth

Panozer- Arriy was 1st 9S Panzer- Division' s Kamipfgqruppe Pei per- which

penietrated o:ver- fifty ki lormetev-s behind Al lied 1 Lies. 2.'d Panizer,

Division of XLVII Panzer- Co-rps achieved the rost suiccess in Fifth;
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Panizer- Pr-my' s ar-ea by advaric i g ni net y k.i lomet er-s, wh ilIe I116th

Panzer- Di vision, XLVIII PanZer Co-rps, was almost as successf -

The f inal riajo-r- par-allel between the Atrdennes in 1944 a nd

West ernr Europe today is the natur-e of the ter-raini. T .:. a ver-y

l arge ext ent, the dense forests arid steep r-i VePr, banks which

r-est r-ict ed Germran movemienit arid str-engthered Al1 ied defensive

pos it i -oris in the Ardernes have beer, r-eplAced throughout W est e rr

Eur':pe with lar-ge, spr-awl inrg, urbari zed t errya in. Pv- .p e rl1

r-e in for-ce d, this tev-yair car, pr-ovide a significant o.-bstkcle to--

sperat ional maneuver- by Soviet for-ces.

CONCLUSION

A review o-f the theories of the o-ffense arid de-ferse and t h e

con.rcepts of bl itzkr-ieg arid 'web" defense sho--w that theo-retically

the defense is the stron-,rger, fo:rri of war- and that a "web" defensa

Carl be used toD defeat a blitzkr-ieg attack. A st udy oDf th e

Ardennes in 1944 provides an histor-ical example in which a "web"

defense was used to-- defeat a blitzkirieg. Since the So--viets have

*r-efined bl it zkrieg arid ado-pted it to theirow use, NnTO should,

at least in theor-y-, be able to emoplo--y a "we' defenise to-- defeat a

Somviet attack.

In his boo":k, Soy ,ict B lit zkyrieg Thesr-y, P. H. Vi go-r- o-utlirles a

sceniario fo:r- a S: i ilet at tAcl o-r, NATO. What is mliTSsi rlq, hc:'wev :r,

.4
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i s ant equally plausible sceniario for- a successful NATO defense.

NATO' s currtent defenisive str-ategy is f or-war-d deferise. Th is

Strategy is predicated or two r~ealities. The first is the

pol it ical desir-e tc' defenid West Ger-manty along its easternr b-Drd e r-.

The- seconrd is the gecs-graph ical fact that West Germiany has li tl e

operat i-:rial depth, arid that the rcst defensi ble t-r-r-ain i s f rind

a 1-- l q the easter-n bo-rder,. West Gerriary is rever more tha:n50

k ilomoet ev's deep froeast to west) , arid :;t its rarrTowest pci 1-1t

is less than 15C kil,ometers wide.-rc-

Field Marshal Er-ich vr Mansteiri s couniterattack at the Third

Dat t 1le of Kharkov (February - Mar-ch 1343) r-eq u i red ~Y

* k il-1 cmeters of mareuver, ro, Alrilmost twice the d i7.1-1arc2 ft'rim t1-

*I rter-Germiar bo-rder, to F -rkfuyt. Therefo.,r-e, the 1 i rnitati1orso

E Eurc -- pe a r po:l it ics arid geo--gr-aphy mlakP.e t h is typE cf CjdeC- 1, 1H

1 ari pc:,s s ib1e fo r NATO. What is reeded is a deferslv2 CoC, iCep t

capable of slowming the So--viet advance, significantly attratfinq

their- forces, arnd gainrinrg t ime fo-r- a lar-ge. scale cou,-nt erat tac- to:

defeat the So-viets decisively arid re st --,r-e NATO's te r rito r-ial,

i i t e grY-ity. The web defenise p-rovides such a concept.

A scenar-1: for,, the surcessful emp loymerit o-f t,.he "wenb dfe

b y NATO wou 1 d be as foll Iows: During the iriit ,al phacse cf t~n

* 'S~v it ofensie, ech-kniz ed forces, which Areo al rejady in1 placre,

corduct a cover inrg force Opelrat i ori. This wcu 1 -kd pi-Ov 1 e ti1 ie tc

*German T er- i to-.ri a 1 fo-rces5 to mar i slarids c--f resistU r, 1 ni urba

t er-r. zi ri behinrd the cov, er inrg for-ces. Meanwh 1 12 li jght nf arit rv

- - . .. . . . ..- S * *~~ 7
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units from CONUS could be flown in to reirfolrce these territorial

un its. These island s o:,f resistarce wo:uld be lcrated as far

forward as possible ard concentrated or major Soviet thrust

1 i res.

Once these islands o f resistance were established, the

mechar ized coverirg force would withdraw thrz, ugh them to assembly

areas in the rear. The purpose of the islands of resista ce

would be to delay arid attrit Soviet for-ces. They would gain the

t ime recessary for NATO to form large scale counterattack for-ces.

These islands would provide the shield behind which mecharnized

forces could refit arid regroup arid add it iorial mechart i zed

reserves, primarily POMCUS units, could be moved to Europe. The

final phase would begin as NATO mechanized forces launched large

scale courterattacks to destroy S-,'viet for-ces. This is iriip-rt-tant

because only these mechanized forces can, decisively defeat Soviet

forces.

Employment of a "web" defense solves several of NATO' s

problems in conduct irig a successful defense. The first i :

NATO's lack, of depth. A successful "web" defense requires a

depth of only thirty to sixty kiI-, rm.2ters to, be successf u1.

Second, it denies the ererily two of his most iprp, r tan t assets:

speed arid mobility. Currert Soviet dctrire is t,- bypass centers

of resistance, but they carrot cort iriue to do so indefinitely.

OMGs will soor become strargled by their inability to mc, ve.

Follow-or forces will be jamried or, r:oad nets arid Ic, gistical ur its

34
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will encounter increasing difficulties in bring irg up adequate

suppl ies. 4 The "web" defense also lessens the impact of NATO's

lack of operational reserves by freeing mechani zed forces s-. they

car be used decisively in a counterattack role.

If NATO is t-, defeat a Soviet attack with-,ut resortirg to

the use of nuclear weapons, it must adopt a viable o-perat io.r l

defensive concept, rather than rely or technical solutions ar, d

nuclear deterrence. If Clausewitz is c.:'rrect that the deferse i _

the stronger for, r o f war, then by emp l:.y i ng the cor,rect

operational concept, NATO should be able to successfully defend

against a Soviet attack. "Web" defense is such a corcept.

I .
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END NOTES

'F.O. Miksche, Attack: A Study cf Blitzkrie-jaicft_. (194f.

aMiksche, Attacks: 1. COL F.O. Miksche was born in Czechoslo-vaka

and served as an artillery officer ir, the Czech Requl ar Army fc,
tweive years. Ir 1936, he resigned his corr1 iss icr arid j:,ine I-d h
Spar, ish Republ icar Ar-ry. In Spain he served as a batter' .r d
bat tali on cormrander and later as member -,f the Gerer'n l 3tcff (
the Spanish Republican Ar-roy. After- the outbreak o:,f W-rld War I I
he riade his way t, England and served with the free Czech V'r-',
throuqhout the war.

The operati onial level of war fits between strategy and tact lc.
It is the link. betweer tactical ergagemerts arid the achieverient ct
strategic goDals. It is the corduct of the ca rpaig1^ by 1at '-q
'kr its, like arrmies arid arny groups. (FM 100-5, Operati ons (Draft)
U.S. Arry (May, 1986): E-1 to 2-2.

* Car 1 vor, Clausewitz, Or War, (Edited and Trar slated by Michael
Howard arid Peter Paret) (1976) : 545-547.

2Miksche, Attack: 6-7; and Clausewitz, Or War: 545-547.

'. -Mitsche, Attack: 6-7.

'Johr A. English, Or Irfartry (1984) 73-75.

"Miksche, Attack: 15-16.

'4Ibid.: 16-17.

I Ibid.

IIClausewitz, Or, War: 357-359.

'-lbid.

Ibid.: 357-371.

" Ibid. : 370, 31, 485-489.

SEn gl ish, Or Irfartry: 103.

'rMiksche, Attack: 36.

"Ibid.: 74.

'"Ibid. : 74, 87.

" Ibid.
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I b i bd. 73-74.

CiThomas E. Griess, Editor, The Second W-rld War: Lur'pe and t ne

Mediterranean (The West Point Series) (1984) : 369-370.

P 1  a-Griess, The Second Wonrld War: 378-379.

3 Jean Paul Pallud, Battle o=,f the Bulge: Then and Now (1984):
.- 5 ,_-.

-4Pallud, Then and Now: 32-36. Army Group B reserve was the 79th

Volks Grenadier Division. OK West reserves event ually committed
to "Wacht am Rhein" were: Fuehrer Begleit rigade, Fuehv er
Grenadier Brigade, 9th and 167th Volks Grenadier Divisions arid 3rd
Panzer Grenadier Divisi-n. Four other OK West reserve divisi,, s
were eventually ccrimitted to Arry Group G's Operati-r, "Nordwind".

es -Griess, The Second World War: 378-379.

ea Russell F. Weigley, Eisenhower' s Lieutenants: The Carpaiqr of

France and Germany, 1944-1945 ( 1981) : 481.

ar Weigley, Eisenhower' s Lieutenants: 445-538; ar d Griess, The
Second World War: 372-388. The description of the events of

Battle of the Bulge are condensed from these two sources.

r' aHugh M. Cole, The Ardennes: Battle o.f the Bulge (U.S. Army Eirta
* World War II, European Theater of Operations) (1965) : 39-47. The

A Prdennes offers three major, avenues of approach froim the Germran
frontier to the west. These avenues lead generally southwest from
the front i er and exit south of Namour at Givet, Li bramont, arid
Virton respect ively. I genera, mo verne t cross-coun try is
1 i rit ed, even in gocod weather; movement alogrig the n, arrow va 1 1.y
floors can be easily blocked at villages and bridges. The

A; compartmented terrain limits visibility and fields of fire.

The deferider has three natural defensive positions between the
Meuse and the German fr,ntier. First is the plateau at Bastogre
extending al:rig a chain of ridges to Neufchateau. Sec-,nd is the
Ourthe River line. Final ly, there is the rugged zone runr rir, g
southeast from between Liege and the Moselle River, around Malredy

V and St. Vith and flanked by the Our and Sauer Rivers.

Cc le, The Ardennes: 45. Movement through the Ardernes is

dominated by thirteen major road junctions. In the r.ortheast
Monschau, Malmedy, and St. Vith control movement thru the rugged
terrain of the Hohes Vern. In the southeast mrocvernent can be
controli led at Ettelbruck, Mersch, and Luxemb,-,urg. Bast ogr, e,Hou f fa 1 i ze, Marche, and Rochefort do m i nat ed movement i n the

n:rthwest and Ar ion, Neufchateau and Libramont are vital r,- ad
jurctiors in the southwest.

'20 Of thirteen key road junctions, the Germans only captured fo ur:
St. Vith in the northeast, Ettelbruck in the southeast, an, d
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Ho:uffal ize and Ro:chefo:rt in the nrcthwest.

3 12Vigcor, Blitzkrieg: 56-67.

A4 Grego:ry Fo'nteno:t, "The Lucky Seventh In the Bul ge: A Case Study
f'r Air-Larid Batt le" (Masters Thesis, USA Com'rmand ard Gen-eral S£taff

Co:llege, 1985): 137.

'Fcnteriot, "The Lucky Seventh": 173, 178.

-arJamies J . Sch ne ider, "The Ret i ar iar 0perat io:'al Conrcept"
(Fc'undat io~ns oef Military Theo'ry, C'ourse 1, Schoo":l .-.f Advaniced
Military St ud ies, USA Comrimanid arid General Staff College, 19-14)

* 173.

37 Schnieider, "Retiarian Concept": 156, 178-182. Th Oeational
Maneuver Gro:up (0MG) is fur-ct i'nial ly a force ':f exploitat ion. The
basis f:or- the 0MG is the So:vijet o:peratio:nial concept o f " dar ig

* thrust" in which hi ghly mo':bi le columinis are launched through gaps
-~~ in the defenders' 1lires to capture arid destroy key ':riject ives deep

in the eniemiy' s rear. The Soviet concept f':r emplo:yirig regiriital
and division- level OMGs is the samie as the German employment of

mobi le tKarmpgruppe and panizer divisions during the Ardennes irn
1944.

AaCharles J. D ick, "Sov iet peti'na Concepts, ' MilitUary

* Review 65 (September 1985): 4..

3'OSchneider, "Ret larian, Concept": 173-174.
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