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1. INTRODUCTION

The Republic of Somalia became an independent state in 1960 with the joining of the former
British Somaliland, with its capital at Hargeisa in the northeast, and the Italian Trusteeship
Territory, governed from Mogadishu. A present-day map of Somalia is shown in figure 1. The
total population of Somalia is believed to approach seven million (est. mid-1991), although
hundreds of thousands of lives have probably been lost to war, disease and starvation in the past
2 years. Somalia is one of the rare countries in Africa in terms of cultural affinities. All of the
peoples of Somalia share common cultural roots, and they speak a common language and
religion (primarily Sunni Muslim). English is spoken extensively in the north, but only
sparingly in Mogadishu; the most common foreign language in the southern part of the country
is Italian.

Somalis are divided into six major clan groupings and a vast number of sub-clans. People
sharing Somali culture are spread over 400,000 square miles of the savannah and desert of the
Horn of Africa. The majority live in modern Somalia (260,000 square miles), with another
million or so living in the Ogaden region of Ethiopia, another 240,000 in northern Kenya and
over 200,000 in the Republic of Djibouti. The modern Somali political system is dominated by
alliances and antagonisms among the clan and sub-clan groups. A list of these groups is
provided in this Handbook, and we attempt to outline the latest alliances between the groups.
The internal disorders which have torn the country apart in the past two years, and which led
to Operation Restore Hope in late 1992, include many of the elements of classic ethnic conflict,
as various clan and sub-clan units vie for power. The conflict in Mogadishu, of course,
represents a more basic conflict between personalities within a clan that has never known such
deadly cleavages. Before the time of troubles began a generation ago, Somalia was already one
of the poorest countries in the world. For most Somalis, life for over a generation has been a
grim struggle to survive in the face of unfriendly political systems, the arbitrary rule of a
ferocious dictatorship under Siad Barre from 1969 until 1991, his quixotic war with Ethiopia
(1977-78), crushing poverty, periodic drought and fear of banditry.

Although the Somali people have an strong sense of history and their language has a rich and
reportedly lyric poetic focus, the current writing style (Roman script) was only adopted as
recently as 1972. Somali history remains primarily oral, and in this study we review the lives
of two historical figures whose stories are intrinsic to Somali history and poetry. A primarily
nomadic people, the Somalis have many age-old rituals and an elaborate sense of protocol. A
Somali elder once complained to the author that his son, a senior military officer in Djibouti,
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was bringing "ignorant strangers” to his home. An "ignorant stranger” was defined as someone
who could not recite his family genealogy to the 17th generation. Although much sapped at
present by drought and starvation, the Somali people are hardworking and full of good humor.
Personnel on assignment in Somali will find them to be interesting, proud, frustrating, subtle but
hospitable people.

Somali people love to talk, and current business often takes a lower priority as Somalis recount
lineage structures and family issues. Patience and a cool temper will gain faster and more
satisfactory results in dealing with the Somali. One should not be put off by the fact that much
of their conversation appears to be stimulated by the use of qat,' a mildly narcotic weed largely
imported fresh from Kenya, Ethiopia and Yemen (it grows only at altitude), which provides a
mild high. Although the use of narcotics is prohibited by the Koran, the peoples of the Horn
protest that it is not a narcotic and because it inhibits thirst, hunger and sleep while facilitating
conversation, it serves a useful social purpose. The governments of Djibouti and Somalia have
each made an attempt to outlaw the use of gar because it also lowers productivity and consumes
a large part of a family’s income. In each case, the governments relented because, if it were
outlawed, the governments would be deprived of much-needed revenues. In Somalia, only the
Salihiya religious order prohibits its use; all other religious orders condone it. There are
indications that gat use among the rootless youth in present day Somalia has become excessive,
and its use no longer appears to serve any useful social purpose.

Much of the chaos now reigning in Somalia can be traced back to the doctrinaire Marxism of
President Siad Barre (1969-1991) and his aberrant decision to mount an invasion of Ethiopia in
1977. With heavy arms stockpiles provided by the Soviet Union, its erstwhile ally, the Somali
President hoped to profit from instability within the government of Ethiopia and its declining
relations with the United States to take over the territory of the Ogaden, where hundreds of
thousands of ethnic Somalis lived. Using Ogadeni clansmen of the Western Somali Liberation
Front (WSLF) for light infantry, combined with heavy Soviet armor, the invasion sealed the
rupture with their Soviet allies and provided an opportunity for the Soviet Union to mount one
of the largest sea and airlifts then known, as it came to Ethiopia’s assistance. The Somali
invasion was at first successful, and Somali troops arrived at the gates of Harar and the
Highlands of Ethiopia. Within a few weeks of the commencement of the Soviet airlift in
November 1977, Ethiopian and Cuban troops, backed up by hundreds of Soviet advisors (many
of whom had served as advisors to Siad’s forces), turned the tide. The beaten Somali troops
were soon used by Siad Barre against their own populations, as restive sub-clan groups
demonstrated their impatience with Siad’s quixotic rule after the war was lost. After the Ogaden

! Qat is also known variously as khat, kat or chat. In scientific terms, gat is catha edulis or celastrus edulis.
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war ended, the United States hoped to substitute for its lost relationship with Ethiopia by
obtaining a foothold in Somalia. The U.S. completed the near-finished Soviet air and naval
installation at Berbera in northern Somalia, which served U.S. forces until the agreement was
permitted to lapse in 1988.

Somalia has generally not had good relations with its neighbors. Somali culture probably plays
a significant factor in this. A primarily nomadic society, with the exception of certain southern
agricultural groups, traditional nomadic Somali culture does not recognize political boundaries
or physical barriers. Considerable protocol and diplomacy has developed within the culture to
control confrontations over the use of water holes or grazing facilities. In the precolonial
period, the clash of nomadic Somali groups in search of water and grass led to numerous
conflicts with the ferocious ’Afar groups which populated much of northern Somalia and with
the Oromo (Galla) and Amhara populations of the Harar region of the Ogaden and the highlands
of Ethiopia. The early 20th century colonial partition of the Horn of Africa led to the
development of European spheres of influence and subsequent colonies by Italy, France and
Great Britain in the early years of this century. The consolidation of Ethiopia under Emperor
Menelik in the last decade of the 19th century also led to confrontations in the Ogaden. These
external interventions separated the Somali people into five different colonial territories. As a
result, one of Somalia’s most important national goals, stated in its 1960 independence
constitution, was the gathering of all Somali populations under one flag. Significantly, Somalia
was the only African state not to support the applicable clause of the Charter of the Organization
of African Unity (OAU) signed in 1964, which stipulated that existing colonial frontiers should
be respected.

Siad Barre’s attitudes towards the neighboring Republic of Djibouti, which received indepen-
dence from the French in June 1977, reflected his hegemonic goal of uniting all Somali ethnic
groups. Although Djibouti has a majority Somali population and had an independent government
led by an ethnic Somali, it did not choose to join with Siad Barre’s Somalia, an effective
repudiation of pan-Somalism. Somalia’s meddling in Djibouti’s internal affairs periodically
caused relations between the two states to be strained. Equally, Kenya watches with concern
Somalia’s efforts to stir up problems within its northeast ethnic Somali citizens. This led to
some pre-emptive diplomacy on the part of Kenya’s leadership to maintain outwardly warm
relations with Siad Barre’s Marehan clan. Somalia’s painful war with Ethiopia in 1977-78 will
not be forgotten in either state, and, although diplomatic relations have been restored, Ethiopia
has generally been supportive of northern Somali separatist groups.

It has been the author’s experience in Africa and elsewhere that knowledge of a country’s history
and culture is essential to opening doors and establishing and maintaining friendships and
contacts. Perhaps more than most African societies, the Somalis have a deep awareness of their
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history, culture and past achievements. This handbook is written with the hope of stimuladng
some appreciation of Somali history and culture; details are given of recent history so that
readers will have some name and event recognition. The extensive chronology supplements the
descriptive materials, in the hope of outlining the medium-term timeline which led to the present
mess in Somalia.

A note on the spelling of Somali names: A number of sources have been used in writing the
handbook. Before 1972, transliteration of Somali names was very much left to the discretion
of authors. The result was a wide variety of spellings, mostly reflecting the native language or
nationality of the authors. Since 1972, some authors have used Somali spellings, but most have
simply continued older forms. The author has attempted to standardize spellings, using the most
common spellings of American specialists. The Somalis have a playful enthusiasm for assigning
nick-names for themselves and for visitors. This can sometimes be confusing. In this
handbook, nick-names are placed in parentheses.

In addition to the supplementary readings listed in the Handbook, the author has regularly
consulted The Washington Post, The New York Times, the Christian Science Monitor, Le Monde
(Paris), Africa Confidential (London), the Indian Ocean Newsletter (Paris), as well as a number
of Africanist periodicals. Any errors or omissions are the responsibility of the author.

2. CLAN HISTORY AND ORGANIZATION

A brief look at Somali ethnic history provides useful insights into the modern attitudes of the
Somali people. The origins of the Somali remain a mystery that scholars continue to debate.

Until recently, conventional wisdom was that the first Somali pastoralists came from the north
and settled in the area of what is now southern Somalia about 1000 years ago.2 A more recent
source asserts that the most likely ancestral home of the Somalis was in the highlands of modern-
day .thiopia, with indications that Somali peoples may have entered the lowlands of the Horn
as long as 2000 years ago Their migrations into the grasslands displaced other cattle culture
peoples whose names are lost to history.> With well-defined Abyssinian semitic influences, and
inheriting some traditions from people already in place, the Somalis were also influenced by the
trading communities of the Indian Ocean, especially the Persians, Omanis and the Yemenis. It
is assumed that the Somalis adopted Islam as their religion as the result of their contacts with

2 Moradhai Abir, Ethiopia and the Red Sea, pp. xix-xx.
3 David D. Laitin and Said S. Samatar, Somalia: Nation in Search of a State, pp. 5-6.
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traders on the coast. Although the nomadic clans (see beiow) tend to be more broadly dispersed,
such as the Darood located in central and southern Somalia, most clan groups have fairly well-
defined geographical zones of activity. The Hawiye are located in the Mogadishu area, the Isaaq
in the north, the Dir in the northwest and the Digil and the Rahanwayn in the river areas of the
south. Mogadishu was one of the earliest entrepdts for trade between traders and interior
groups; the earliest description of the city is by the Spanish-born Moroccan traveler, Ibn Battuta,
who visited Mogadishu in 1331. Other trading towns well-known to ancient travelers included
Berbera and Zeila in the north and Merka and Barare in the south.

According to Somali tradition, two modern clans owe their origins to the arrival of Muslim
saints.* The first is Sheikh Darood, who is supposed to have arrived in southern Somalia at the
end of the 11th century and to have married the daughter of a Somali patriarch. Tradition says
that the children of this union were the founders of the various Darood sub-clans. At the end
of the 13th century, another Muslim saint, Sheikh Isahaaq, arrived in northern Somalia. His
descendants provide the legend of origin for the various Isaaq sub-clans. As the Somalis became
more numerous, their search for new pastures and water holes assumed the dimension of
invasions into northern Kenya, the Ogaden and Awash valley of Ethiopia. Other ethnic groups,
especially the Oromo in Ethiopia, and the Afar in modern Ethiopia and Djibouti, resisted these
incursions, establishing traditional antagonisms which endure to the present.

The political dynamic of Somalia is largely determined by clan and lineage structures. As noted
on the ethnic map (Figure 2), the clans can be identified by their geographical locations. The
larger nomadic groups tend to have sub-clans located along the length of Somalia. The clan
schematic provided at Figure 3 can only be considered an introduction to the complexity of clans
and lineages in Somalia. In section 3, we will outline the most important traditional features of
the Somali political system. Despite the apparent homogeneity of Somali culture, there are very
significant differences in status and life styles of the Somali people. Although great scholarly
controversy exists about the origins of the Somali people, most Somalis believe that they are
descendants of noble Arabic lineages and the family of the Prophet.”> What is clear is that there
are a number of Arabic words in the Somali language. Differences in spoken language also exist
between southern and northern clans. The primarily agricultural Digil and Rahanwein groups
who settled along the banks of the Juba and Shabelli rivers in the south speak a Somali dialect
as different from the northern pastoral groups as that of Spanish and Portuguese. The nomadic
clan families, the Dir, Isaaq, Hawiye and Darood, believe that they are the "true Somali” and
therefore have a higher status in Somali society. The southern groups ¢ - - achieved some kind

* Laitin and Samatar, ibid., pp. 8-9.

5 .M. Lewis, A Modern History of Somalia, p. 5.
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of political equality during the tenure of Siad Barre who
displayed some skill in playing off the tensions which | DAROOD Dolbuhanta 20
. o ., . O
exist within traditional society. Majertain
Marehan
At the bottom of the Somali social hierarchy are the Ogadeni
toumal, or "blacksmiths." This social phenomenon DIGIL Warsangeli 3
indicates some carryover of Bantu African traditions, as DIR 7
fear of blacksmith "magic" and sedentary life styles leads Gadabursi
to social discrimination throughout sub-Saharan Africa. Issa
HAWIYE 25
Abgal
Ajuran
3. DOMESTIC POLITICAL DYNAMICS Degodia
Habr Gedir
Hawadle
Murosade
Like most African countries of the modern era, the ISAAQ 22
political state of Somalia was formed before there was a Elid:g:lla |
3 aor Awa
clear ‘sense of nz.m.onhood. In retros?ect, even for Habr Toljaala
Somalis, the decision of the country’s founders to Habr Yunis
include the aspiration of gathering all Somali populations RAHANWEIN 17
under one flag ("pan-Somalism") must appear to be a ETHNIC MINOR:;T 1ES 4 4
fundamental error. This goal inhibited the development O;lg: ' 2
of a national consensus because it maintained the focus (including Toumal)
of politicians on traditional clan politics and kept alive [1966 estimates]
dreams which were dysfunctional on the international L_
level. Equally paradoxically, the decision to focus ona Figure 4.

supra-national Somali identity provided Somalia’s

neighbors and enemies virtually unlimited excuses to play one Somali group against another.
In order to deflect attention from his narrow clan political base, an opportunistic dictator like
Siad Barre found it easy to adopt a firm "anti-tribal" policy while doing everything possible to
eliminate the internal coherence of enemy clans, subclans, religious structures and leadership.
Siad’s excesses eventually caused the collapse of the dictatorship, and today there are very few
building blocks now available to initiate peace between clans and eventually to support the
creation of a national government. Somalia today exhibits most of the frailties of a failed state,
unable to provide protection or services.

The highest level of politics today in Somalia is clan politics. (See Figure 4 for the percentage
distribution of the population by clan and kinship groups.) To understand the dynamics of
Somali politics, it may be useful to look back at the structures of the colonial period. The
Hawiye, with their geographical home in the region of Mogadishu, and the Isaaq, with theirs
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in the area of Hargeisa, were well situated near centers of colonial governmental activity.® As
a result, both the Hawiye and the Isaaq were predominant in the colonial civilian administration,
and these groups continued to predominate in the administrations because they were in place at
the time of independence in 1960. The colonial military, however, was composed of non-urban,
nomadic groups. Italian and British native forces recruited Darood militiamen and gendarmes.
The Darood are particularly hearty and were not daunted by service in the most rugged and arid
regions, far from the ports and the commercial centers located in the Isaaq areas of British
Somaliland and the Hawiye areas of Italian Somalia.” Traditional rivalries between these groups
were therefore reinforced by the colonial masters whose interests were the reverse of "nation
building." Their interest was to find the groups most likely to support the continuation of
colonial rule.

The last open and free elections in Somalia were held in March 1969. Although as many as 70
political parties participated in the contest, with over 1,000 candidates for the 123-seat national
assembly, the elections proved to be something of a fiasco. As noted by Horowitz, the
"unusually violent 1969 parliamentary election campaign sorely tested the Somali tradition of
clan balancing and shifting alliances."® During the election campaign, disorders broke out
between the traditionally hostile Darood Marehan and Hawiye Habr Gidr subgroups, when the
Minister of Justice, a Marehan, was accused of ballot stuffing. It happens that the army
commander, Siad Barre, was less interested in the fate of the nation than he was for the interests
cf his Marehan Darood ethnic compatriots in the army. The elections were followed, some
months later, by the assassination of President Abdirashid Ali Shermarke. As the rudderless
parliament debated the succession, the coup occurred.

The timing of the coup obviously resulted from Siad Barre’s personal decision to benefit from
ongoing civilian disorder, but he also profited from army resentment at the efforts of the civilian
regime to achieve détente with Ethiopia and Kenya, from concerns about shifts from military to
developmental spending, police resentment at their deployment for partisan purposes and at the
dismissal of a police commandant who had tried to prevent this.” Reportedly, Barre had
covertly supplied rebels in Kenya and Ethiopia whom his civilian superiors were no longer
supporting. Because the army was heavily Darood in composition and led by a Darood officer,

¢ Horowitz, Ethnic Groups in Conflict, p. 151.

7 .M. Lewis, "Natioralism and Particularism in Somalia," in P.H. Gulliver, ed., Tradition and Transition in East
Africa, pp. 343-344.

® Horowitz, ibid, p. 466.
? Al Castagno, "Somalia goes Military,” Africa Report (February 1970), pp. 25-27.
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it could be expected to react unfavorably to the détente policy of an Isaaq prime minister. The
Darood community spills across the Ethiopian and Kenya borders, and so the Darood felt they
had a special stake in continuing the policy of Somali ethnic and cultural irredentism.

Over and above these considerations, developments in the Somali party system had increased the
political importance of sub-ethnic allegiances. The most significant development in this direction
was the growing split within the dominant Somali Youth League in the years following 1964.
As this occurred, the extended lineage groups temporarily lost their significance in party politics,
and effective allegiance had fallen back to the smaller constituent lineages which were now
combining across their parent divisions.'®

Looking across the border at Ethiopia, Siad Barre saw a close relationship between the United
States and his enemy. Realizing that the Soviet Union would be interested in extending its
strategic position from the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY) across the Gulf of
Aden, Barre played the Cold War card decisively. The new Siad Barre government announced
radical plans to transform the poor, conservative and profoundly Muslim country of nomads and
villages into a modern socialist state, wedded to "scientific socialism." It is ironic that one of
the first actions of the Siad Barre government to implement these grandiose plans in 1969 was
to outlaw all references to clan and sub-clan membership. Social events such as engagement
celebrations, weddings and funerals were permitted only in orientation centers, where courses
in political theory were compulsory." Siad Barre’s political decisions remained deeply affected
by ethnic considerations. In the 25-member Supreme Revolutionary Council (SRC) established
after the coup, the formerly influential Habr Gidr and Isaaq were eclipsed by their traditional
rivals. He packed the new SRC with his supporters. Only one of seven Hawiye SRC members
was Habr Gidr. Of the ten Darood members, however, three (including Siad and his nephew)
came from the previously uninfluential Marehan subgroup, a fourth was Siad’s son-in-law, and
nearly all the Darood members were staunchly loyal to Siad."> Among them were his nephew,
commandant of the air force, and his son-in-law, director of the National Security Service.
Already in control of the regular army, Siad unofficially assumed personal command of the
police. "

' |. M. Lewis, "The Politics of the 1969 Somalia Coup,” Journal of Modern African Studies (October 1972),
pp. 381-408.

' Rakiya Omaar, "Somalia: At War with Itself,” Current History (May 1992), p. 231.
2 Horowitz, ibid., pp. 523-524.
3 Horowitz, ibid., p. 552.
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One of the most unfortunate aspects of Siad’s rule was the introduction of his family to national
politics. Brig. Gen. Mohamed Said Hersi "Morgan," Siad Barre’s son-in-law, became a world-
class human rights violator and is considered by most Somali today to be a war criminal. He
is a Majertain, a group closely related to the ruling Marehan of Siad. When he was military
commander in northern Somalia, he ordered indiscriminate firing on civilian populations. He
now leads a large dissident military organization in southern Somalia. Press reports indicate that
he is well provided in weapons by the Kenya military. Abdurahman Siad "Maslah," is the
favored son for Siad. He was commander of the military district of Mogadishu and led the
bloody 1990 repressions in the capital that eventually resulted in his father’s overthrow.

As may be seen in the next section, the Barre regime saw the creation of many opposition
groups who attempted to break his rule through treachery, assassination and insurgency. Siad
Barre responded in kind, with widespread repression, arbitrary arrest, torture and murder. He
became one of the most extravagant human rights’ violators. By the end of the Siad period, the
Hawiye and Isaaq, as well as many other groups, were totally disaffected from his rule.

4. POLITICAL/CLAN ORGANIZATIONS

The center of gravity in Somali politics remains the interaction of clan and sub-clan groups. In
the pre-1969 parliamentary system, the Isaaq, Majertain and a few other allied groups obtained
the largest benefits from their control of the national government. The 1969 coup brought Siad’s
Marehan and other Darood clans to power. As noted, President Siad Barre pursued strict
policies aimed at diminishing the role of other ethnic organizations while rewarding his own
Marehan group and allied groups with economic and political favors. Clearly intending to
repress and divide his opposition, Barre denied any political outlet to groups that he assumed
would be in opposition to his narrow base. Paradoxically, through his own policies, Siad Barre
probably facilitated clan political organization as no Somali leader has ever done before. The
shape of the political system during Siad’s long period of misrule was dominated by the Marehan
and the Ogadeni, with efforts to ally with the Dolbuhanta while attempting to prevent an alliance
between the Hawiye and the Isaaq.

This is not to say that every Somali automatically assumes a clan posture in every political
situation. The Somali Youth League (SYL), which provided the focus of anti-colonial
resistance prior to the independences of northern and southern Somalia in 1960 was strongly
nationalistic. The SYL was the effective winner of the 1969 elections, but because it supported
an entente with Ethiopia, it gained the ire of regionalists and the military who had other
aspirations. Siad Barre adopted the Marxist philosophy of the SYL but devoted a great deal of
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effort to co-opting and making it into his vehicle for politicizing the intellectual classes. At the
urging of the Soviet Union, Siad Barre established a single government party in 1976, the
Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party (SRSP). With himself as Secretary General of the SRSP,
and head of its central committee, Siad attempted to use the party as a neutral stabilizing force
within the political system. Allegedly, he hoped to achieve an equitable distribution of party
positions for clan representatives. This goal was impossible to attain in a political culture in
which everything else supported the leader’s parochial political needs. The SRSP soon
languished and served only a protocol requirement in handling visiting Eastern European
Communist party delegations. It is likely that Somalia’s educated class retains some form of
allegiance to the SYL, and it would not be surprising to see a comeback for the SYL, especially
if public opinion turns against participants in Restore Hope. Somalis are quite capable of uniting
in the face of a foreign danger, with a resultant wave of nationalism. We doubt that the SRSP
will ever be heard from again.

Religious groups play a supportive political role in Somalia. They provide the only traditional
element which easily crosses inter-clan barriers. Many religious leaders returned to Somalia
after Siad’s fall. As we learn more about the interior of Somalia, we will probably see that most
have been active in repairing the relationships between clans and sub-clans which were fractured
in the Siad period.

Cross clan marriages are common in Somalia. This is particularly true in the cities and among
students who have studied overseas. This does not usually lead to political identity problems.
In cases of mixed clan marriages, there will be allegiance to both groups by both partners.
Although no clear research is available on this point, it appears from the readings that children
of mixed clan marriages will tend to identify more strongly with the clan of the mother.

Among political groups that now operate in northern and southern Somalia are the following:

The Somali National Alliance (SNA): Formed 14 August 1992 around the United Somali
Congress by General Mohamed Farah Aideed. The SNA is currently composed of Col. Omar
Gess’ faction of the Somali Patriotic Movement (Ogadenis), the Somali Democratic Movement
(SDM), a small southern group composed of the Digil and Mirifleh sub-clans, the Habr Gedir
faction of the United Somali Congress (USC) led by General Aideed, and a new group, the
Southern Somali National Movement (SSNM), a group of southern clans. Once formed, the
SNA immediately pressed an attack on the Hawadle Hawiye sub-clan militia which held the
Mogadishu port area.!
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The Somali National Front (SNF): This is the military front of the Marehan of the Darood,
the sub-clan of former president Siad Barre. Although it commands only about 3% of Somalia’s
population, it controlled the government in Mogadishu for many years. It claims not to include
Siad Barre among its members.

The Somali National Movement (SNM): Founded in London in 1981, it moved its
headquarters to Addis Ababa in 1982 in order to secure more assistance from Ethiopia and
Libya. The SNM consists of the followers of the dominant Isaaq clan in the northeast
(something like 22% of the total Somali population). It has many vying subgroups, and there
appears to be a struggle for power between the political and military wings. It is led by
Abdirahman Ahmed Ali "Tur,” who is also the provisional president of the Somaliland R=public.
For several years, the SNM was supported in money and military materiel by the Ethiopian
government of Mengistu Haile Mariam. It now is believed to receive significant funding from
Saudi Arabia and other conservative Arab states. In late 1986, Hawiye members of the SNM
opposed the unification of the SNM and SSDF because of fear that Majertain members who
dominate the SSDF would also be able to dominate a unified SNM/SSDF movement, thereby
eliminating the influence of the Hawiye in dissident politics. The SNM has traditionally been
led by former members of Siad Barre’s armed forces. The SNM has had little success in
extending its influence beyond the Isaaq, although it has some military units with Hawiye
clansmen.

The Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM): This group was said to project the interests of the
Ogadenis, who live in the southern part of Somalia and were part of the larger Darood group,
which also has many sub-clans in northern Somalia (as well as the Ogaden area of Ethiopia).
The leadership lines became fractured as the result of a contest between Col