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Department of Defense Directive

SUBJECT Preparation and Processing of Legislation, Executive

Orders, Proclamations, and Reports and Comments Thereon

References: (a) Duia'eau of the Dufc.et Ci!c 1a.i A-1P
()2.:ect.ive Order 11030

(c) DoD Directive 5500.1, su'ojcet as aborc,
*-atcJ Octoberi 1,7T57 (cancelled herein)

I P&IOSSUAI1'T

Tais Directive reissues reference (c) and ariends it to
require Secretary of Defense signature on letters trans-
imitting acecutive Orders or Proclanations to the Bureau
of the Du:cet. fleference (c) is hereby superseded and
cancelled.

II. APPLICABJII7Y

The provisions of this Directive arc applicable throvgh-
out the Departznent of Defense and cover preparation and
pLrocessing of all ler'islation, &cecutive Orders and Procla-
r~ations of interest to the DoD, with the exception of
appropriation -.iatters.

III. POLICY

A. A single coordinated position on behalf of the DoD
shall be erp-ressed with respec'u o each legislative
proposal, Executivc Order oa.. T).ocleliition originating
within the DoD or subr.itted to the DoD foi- coi.rient.
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B. No such proposals or comments may be submitted to the
Bureau of the Buget or to the Congress except with the
approval of the Office of the Secretary of Defense, made
known in accordance with the procedures established pur-
suant to this Directive.

C. All letters submitting legislative proposals originating
in the DoD to the Bureau of the Budget or to the Congress
shall be signed by the Secretary of Defense, unless other
provision shall have been made authorizing signature by
the Secretary of a Military Department or other designee.

D. All Executive Orders or Proclamations originating in the
DoD will be transmitted to the Bureau of the Dudget over
the signature of the Secretary of Defense.

IV. RESPOINSIBILITTES

The General Counsel of the DoD is responsible for all matters
concerning or relating to legislation, Executive Orders and
Proclamations, other tlan liaison with the Congress. Ilis
responsibility includes: developing an over-all legislative
progra~a for the DoD; coordinating the views of appropriate
elements of the DoD on all matters relating to legislation,
Executive Orders and Proclamations; determining the relation-
ship of the Dol position on all such matters to that of the
Executive Branch of the Government as a whole; and providing
for the preparation of necessary reports to transmit the posi-
tion of the DoD on all such matters to the Congress and other
interested persons. He may designate one of the Military
Departments to act on behalf of the DoD on such matters as he
deems advisable and may, from time to time, issue instructions
or memoranda supplementing this Directive.

V. RESOLUTION OF D=-'FEP 'CES

At any time when an unresolved difference arises in the develop-
ment of a report or recormmendation on proposed legislation or
any other matter covered by this Directive, the General Counsel
will, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretaries
of the Military Departments, the Director of Defense Research and
Engineering, the Assistant Secretaries of Defense, and the Assistants
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to the Secretary of Defense, as appropriate, develop the
resolution of such difference or a recommendation to the
Secretary of Defense for its resolution.

VI. BUREAU OF THE BUDGET

Such Bureau of the Budget circulars (ref.(a)) as delineate the

relationship of the DoD to the BoB with respect to legislative
matters and such Executive Orders (ref. (b)) as prescribe the

rules to be followed in processing Executive Orders and Procla-
mations shall be complied with by all officials, Military Depart-
ments, and other offices and agencies of the DoD. This Directive
provides the internal DoD policies and procedures necessary to
supplement those orders.

VII. STATUTORY RELATIONSHIP

No provisions of this Directive or any supplement hereto or
instruction hereunder issued by the General Counsel shall be

construed to prevent a Secretary of a ltilitary Department or
a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff from presenting to the
Congress, on his own initiative, after first so informing tie
Secretary of Defense, any recommendation relating to the 1)oD
that he may deem proper.

VIII.. flWL04ENTATION AND EFFECTIVE DAN7E

A. Two (2) copies of implementing documents shall be forwarded
to the General Counsel of the DoD within sixty (60) days.

B. This Directive is effective immediately.

Deputy Secretary of Defense
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