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1   Introduction 

Background 

War, by its very nature, is destructive to the environment. It follows logically that 
training for war is also destructive to the environment. Environmental ills 
associated with heavy training include soil compaction, soil erosion, siltation of 
waterways and wetlands, increased threat of flooding, loss of wildlife habitat, 
declining biodiversity, and invasion by noxious weeds. Environmental degradation 
has a negative impact on the training mission as well. Tactical concealment 
resources are lost. Realism of the natural environment is diminished. Heavily 
eroded areas become dangerous or impassable with tactical vehicles. Moreover, 
public outcry over the condition of military training lands jeopardizes the image 

of the Armed Forces as a capable steward of the land. 

As a result of the concerns expressed by military land managers and trainers over 
the declining condition of training and testing lands, the Army's Integrated 
Training Area Management (ITAM) program was conceptualized at the U.S. Army 
Construction Engineering Research Laboratory (USACERL). ITAM has evolved 
to include land condition and trend analysis (LCTA), environmental awareness 
(EA), training requirements integration (TRI), and land rehabilitation and 

maintenance (LRAM). 

Both the need for and the interest in LRAM have increased dramatically over the 
past decade. Among the many difficulties faced in planning and implementing a 
land rehabilitation project is procurement of appropriate plant materials for 
revegetation of damaged lands. To satisfy government procurement requirements 
and ensure a fair and reasonable price for materials, it is usually necessary to 
identify and solicit bids from multiple vendors. In addition, there is an increasing 
emphasis on the use of locally endemic or adapted plant species. These factors 
increase the demand to identify multiple commercial sources of regional or local 

sources of plant materials. 
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Objective 

The objective of this research was to create a comprehensive and up-to-date list 
of plant material vendors. The list includes vendors of trees, shrubs, grasses, 
wildflowers, and wetland plants. 

Approach 

Researchers began this program by purchasing a vendor list from a company that 
specializes in extracting and compiling business information from telephone 
directories. Using the key phrase "seeds and bulbs retail" approximately 3650 
businesses were identified across the United States. Researchers called every 
business on the list to eliminate those that sell only crop seed. The resulting list 
was cross-referenced with the PMSource plant vendor database maintained by the 
Soil Conservation Service. Duplicate names were removed and additions from the 
PMSource were called to verify that they were still in business. Other sources of 

information include the following: 

"1994 Buyers Guide," Land and Water 37(November/December):32-80. 

Harker, D., S. Evans, M. Evans, and K Marker, Landscape Restoration Handbook 
(Lewis Publishers, Boca Raton, FL, 1993). 

International Erosion Control Association, 1993-1994 Products and Services 
Directory (Steamboat Springs, CO, 1993). 

Soil and Water Conservation Society, Sources of Native Seeds and Plants (Ankeny, 

IA, 1087). 

Soil Conservation Service, Directory of Wetland Plant Vendors, U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, Waterways Experiment Station, Wetlands Research Program 

Technical Report WRP-SM-1. 

Scope 

Users of this list of sources should be aware that not all vendors will carry all 
species. For any given species, it may be necessary to contact a large number of 
potential vendors. In addition, the availability and price of many species tend to 
vary seasonally and annually based on growing conditions and supply and 

demand. 
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2  Source Lists by State 
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