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PREFACE

This publication is intended as a reference aid for significant military
terms as interpreted and defined by the People's Republic of China (PRC). For
each entry, the English-language heading is followed by the simplified Chinese
characters used in China, their pinyin romanization, and their standard tele-
graphic codes (STC). An authoritative Chinese definition is given when avail-
able. This is followed by a commentary in which available official Soviet and
United States definitions for the term are included for comparative purposes,
and concepts and terminology are clarified as necessary.

The 1965 Shanghai edition of the Ci Hai, revised and updated in 1979, has
been consulted as the primary source of authoritative Chinese definitions for
the terms. Where there is a significant difference, the definitions from both
the 1965 and 1979 editions adre given. The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military
Terms, published in 1965 and translated by the Translation Bureau of the Cana-
dian Secretary of State Department, under the auspices of the US Air Force, is

., the source of Soviet definitions for the terms. United States definitions are

taken from the Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated
Terms (JCS Pub. 1, 1984).

All materials used in the preparation of this report are drawn from open
sources. Sources for the Chinese definitions are listed in the left columm in
abbreviated form. Other sources are cited in the text when they are used.
The terms are arranged alphabetically according to the English-language head-
ings. Entries are indexed separately according to the pinyin romanizations of
the Chinese terms. A detailed bibliography is also included.
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Ci Hai (1979:4008)

ACTIVE DEFENSE

k9. AR BH AT

3131 Fdngyd [4480 2817 7089 1785]

Definition

It is also called 78 ’%\J F/)J 4&]7 gongshl fa,ngy:x
(2396 0528 7089 1785) 'offensive defense' or & &%
5 4&;: juézhan fdngyh (0414 2069 7089 1785) 'decisive
engagement defense.' It is defense for the purpose of
counterattacking or attacking. While on the defen-
sive, [the troops] actively take up offensive opera-
tions to wear down and wipe out the enemy.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-

tion for this term.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:3) defines active defense as '"the employment of limited offensive action
and counterattacks to deny a contested area or position to the enemy."

See also:

PASSIVE DEFENSE

8 ML Bh Ak

Xidoj{ Fangyu [3194 2817 7089 1785]

Ci Hai (1979:2760)

ACTIVE DUTY

L 1%

Xianyl [3807 1763]

Definition

The military service conducted by a citizen from the
date that he enters the service until the date that he
is discharged.




Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-
tion for this term.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:3) defines active duty as "full-time duty in the active military service
of the United States. A general term applied to all active military service
with the active force without regard to duration or purpose.”

ADVANCE

-

A

Qidn;iin [0467 6651]

i

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentarz

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.

ADVANCE FORCE

L N

Xiinqi¥n BUdul [0341 6680 6752 7130]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:1) defines advance
guard as "a detachment proceeding at a fixed distance ahead of the main body
of a marching formation (unit) in order to protect the troops making the
march, to safeguard them from surprise attack by hostile ground forces, and to
ensure suitable conditions for the main body to deploy and enter the battle."
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The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:6) defines advanced guard as "the leading element of an advancing force.
The primary mission is to insure the uninterrupted advance of the main body.
It has the following functions: a. to find and exploit gaps in the enemy's
defensive system; b. to prevent the main body of the advancing force running
blindly into enemy opposition; and c. to clear away minor opposition or, if
major opposition is met, to cover the deployment of the main body."

The advance force is the unit sent ahead of the main body to make initial
contact with the enemy and reconnoiter the enemy situation in preparation for
an attack by the main body. It bears many similarities to the advance guard
in the United States and Soviet armies.

AERODYNAMIC MISSILE

% AL A F 3R

Feihang Sh} D¥od3n [7378 5300 1709 1418 1734]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:255) A guided missile which relies on the thrust of its
engine(s) and the 1lift produced by its wings to fly in
the atmosphere. 1Its engines are air jet engines.

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-
tion for this term.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:7) defines aerodynamic missile as "a missile which uses aerodynamic
forces to maintain its flight path, generally employing propulsion guidance."

AERONAUTICAL MOVEMENT

-

AL sE G

Hingk3ng Ydndong [5300 4500 6663 0520]

Definition

Ci Hai (1965:3673) It is one part of National Defense Physical Training.
Its most important elements include flying, gliding,

5




parachuting, and aeronautical models. The aero-
nautical movement disseminates and popularizes aero-
nautical scientific and technical knowledge among the
broad masses, especially the youth, and trains reserve
personnel in aviation.

Commentarz

Since Aeronautical Movement, as part of the National Defense Physical

Training Movement,

uniquely Chinese, it is not included in either the

Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms or the US Department of Defense

Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms.

Aeronautical Movement is listed as one element of the National Defense
Physical Training Movement as defined in the 1979 edition of the Ci Hai, but
this edition does not contain a separate definition for this term.

Ci Hai (1979:4104)

ATRBORNE FORCE

4 E%T -#?

e

Kongjiing BIng [4500 7100 0365]

Definition

It is the arm which carries out airborne operations.
[The troops] can either be dropped by parachute or
landed by aircraft. If they are erPped by parachute,
they can also be called A> _f£L sdnbIng (0270 0365)
'paratroopers.' They posgf;s ‘a high degree of mobil-
ity and can suddenly appear in the enemy's rear area
and coordinate military operations with the front line
troops. Their basic duties include capturing and
holding important objectives and areas in the enemy's
deep defensej coordinating with the front line troops
in surrounding and annihilating the enemy; destroying
enemy command organizations, guided missile and
nuclear weapons installations, and rear area supply;
and supporting the troops and guerrilla forces fight-
ing in the enemy's rear area.

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-

tion for this term.



The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:11) defines airborne forces as '"composed primarily of ground and air
units organized, equipped, and trained for airborne operations."

ATRBORNE OPERATION

T B AR K

Kongjidng Zudzhan [4500 7100 0155 2069]

Definition
.Ci Hai (1979:4103) A type of military operation with paratroopers or
other forces dropping on enemy territory. It is
divided into paradrops and aircraft landings. In

paradrops, a parachute is used to land on the ground;
aircraft landings entail traveling by aircraft and
landing directly on the ground. In carrying out a
large~scale airborne operation, paratroopers usually
land first and prepare a landing field, and then the
aircraft land. When conditions permit, paradrops and
aircraft landings can be carried out simultaneously.

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:46) defines airborne
operation as "actions coordinated and interrelated by a single concept and
plan, involving airborne troops, the air force, missile forces, air defense
forces, and in a maritime sector, the navy, in connection with the transfer,
landing (dropping), and support of large airborne assault forces in the enemy
rear, to attain operational and strategic objectives."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:11) defines airborne operation as 'an operation involving the air move-
ment into an objective area of combat forces and their logistic support for
execution of a tactical or a strategic mission. The means employed may be any
combination of airborne units, air transportable units, and types of transport
aircraft, depending on the mission and the overall situation."

AIR DEFENSE

e

2 ’
e
Fangkdng [7089 4500]
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Definition

Ci Hai (1979:945) Various combat and protective measures adopted against
an enemy air raid. It includes the establishment of
an air surveillance net, the destruction of the
enemy's air raiding force and weapons, the dispersal
and concealment of personnel and property, the camou-
flage of important materiel, and the organization of
firefighting and rescue [units]. It is divided into
territorial air defense, field air defense, and
people's air defense. The main missions of terri-
torial air defense are to guard against the violation
of national airspace and to safeguard militarily
important national assets.* The main mission of field
air defense is to cover operations of the land (and
sea) forces. People's air defense mobilizes and
organizes the popular masses to resist enemy air
raids, accomplish various protective measures, and
clear away the aftermath of air raids.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:176) defines air
defense as '"'defense against the air enmemy. A distinction is made between unit
air defense, naval air defense, and national air defense. Unit air defense is
the complex of combat operations of the various air defense forces and weapons
at the disposal of strategic formations or major field forces (or formations)
of ground troops, conducted for the purpose of repulsing strikes by enemy
aviation and missile units against troops and their rear installations, in
coordinated action with national air defense forces. National air defense is
the aggregate of nationwide measures to provide active protection for vitally
important regions and installations of the country against air attack. The
air defense of the country is accomplished primarily by national air defense
forces who carry out the mission of defeating the enemy in the air in coordi-
nated action with all the other services. Naval air defense is accomplished
by national air defense forces and air defense weapons of ships, in
coordinated action with the forces and facilities of ground troop air defense
units, Under contemporary conditions, air defense includes antiaircraft,
antimissile, and antispace defense."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:14) defines air defense as "all defensive measures designed to destroy
attacking enemy aircraft or missiles in the earth's envelope of atmosphere, or
to nullify or reduce the effectiveness of such attack."

*The Chinese term is () ﬁﬂx mubido (4158 2871), which literally means
"target, objective." However, in this context, "military asset" seems to be a
more appropriate translation.
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AIR DEFENSE MISSILE

P E e i

Fangkong D¥odin [7089 4500 1418 1734]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:947) Guided missiles used to strike enemy aerial targets
(such as aircraft and guided missiles). It includes
such guided missiles as ground-to-air missiles, ship-
to-air missiles and antiballistic missiles.

Commentarz

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-~
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

AIR DISTRICTS

Fo

KSngjlingu [4500 6511 0575]

Definition

No definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentarz

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

There are seven air force districts in the People's Republic of China,
covering the same areas as the military regions.




Ci Hai (1979:4102)

AIR FORCE

. —
’7 L: /

i
Kongjun [4500 6511]

Definition

The armed force which fights in the air. It is
usually made up of various types of aviation units and
air force surface units. It has aerial assault, long
distance warfare, and high speed mobility capabil-
ities. It is the primary force in air warfare and
aerial assaults on enemy surface targets and an impor-
tant force in antiair warfare. It can carry out joint
operations with the ground forces and the navy as well
as fight independently. The Air Force of the Chinese
People's Liberation Army was established in 1949, on
the foundation of the ground forces, and has grown in
strength through combat.

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:39) defines air force

as "a Service of the Armed Forces of the Soviet Union, including long-range
aviation, frontal aviation and military transport aviation. The Air Force is
intended for combined operations with the other Services of the armed forces

and for air operations."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
does not include a definition for this term.

AIR STRATEGY

EE 5 ek

Kongjin zhinlde [4500 6511 2069 3970]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.
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Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

Air strategy is a specific air force application of the general military
strategy of the People's Republic of China.

AIR SUPERIORITY

S| F AR

ZhYkdngquan [0455 4500 2938]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:424) When one side in a war is able to control the initia-
tive at a certain time in a certain airspace, [The
side] which attains this superiority can 1limit the
opposing force's military operations and can prevent
or reduce the number of air rrids suffered by its own
forces and main military assets.* Air superiority is
attained by the air arm and other arms' destroying the
opposing air raiding force and weapons and smashing
the opposition's airbases and guided missile bases,

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:171) considers air
superiority a foreign term which it defines as '"having an air force whose
capabilities are such as to ensure a high level of activity and freedom of
action during a definite period of time, either throughout the theater of
operations as a whole, or in individual sectors."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:21) defines air superiority as '"that degree of dominance in the air
battle of one force over another which permits the conduct of operations by
the former and its related land, sea, and air forces at a given time and place
without prohibitive interference by the opposing force."

*The Chinese term is [} .*jl mubido (4158 2871), which literally means
"target, objective." However, in this context, '"military asset'" seems to be a
more appropriate translation.
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AIR SUPPORT

B2 7 1h 38 4F 8K

LY Kdng Xietong Zubzhin [7120 4500 0588 0681 0155 2069]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:3) defines air support
as "air force combat operations conducted for the purpose of helping ground
forces to achieve success in battle (in an operation). Air support is pro-
vided by the centralized forces and facilities of fighter-bombers, bombers,
and winged missiles with a view to annihilating the enemy's nuclear-attack
facilities, his nearest reserves and command posts detected by reconnaissance,
as well as important objectives on the field of battle which for some reason
cannot be destroyed by unit weapons on the ground. In an attack, air support
begins when our own troops go over to the attack, and in defense when the
enemy troops begin their attack, and it continues throughout the entire period
of combat operations.”

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:21) defines air support as "all forms of support given by air forces to
forces on land or sea."

AIR TACTICS

7 F K K

Kongjan Zhanshu [4500 6511 2069 2611]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.
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AIR TRANSPORTABLE FORCE

F oz 3P OIA

Kongydn Budul [4500 6663 6752 7130]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not contain a defini-
tion for this term.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:23) defines air transportable units as ''those units, other than air-
borne, whose equipment is adapted for air movement."

AMPHIBIOUS FORCES
ot AR 8K B PA

Dangly Zuozhin Budul [4098 7120 0155 2069 6752 7130]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-
tion for this term.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:27) defines amphibious force as "1. a naval force and landing force,
together with supporting forces that are trained, organized, and equipped for
amphibious operations. 2. 1In naval usage, the administrative title of the
amphibious~type command of a fleet."

13




AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION

S bk 4R 8%

Denglu Zudzhin [4098 7120 0155 2069]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:4149) A military operation which consists of a military
force crossing the sea and making an opposed landing
on an enemy beach. It is usually a coordinated land,
sea, and air advance. The object is to attack and
occupy the enemy beach and consolidate the beachhead
in order to create [favorable] conditions for sub-

sequent operations.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionmary of Basic Military Terms (1965:27) refers to an am-
phibious operation as combat for an amphibious assault landing and defines it
as "an offensive battle in a coastal region, involving penetration of the
enemy's antilanding defense, both on the water and on shore, seizure of a
beachhead (port), and landing thereon (therein) all the troops pending assign-
ment of onshore missions to them; combat activities of ground forces or a
naval infantry assault force, in coordination with other types of services
(Air Force, Navy, Air Defense), when landed in the enemy's rear from the sea

or from the air."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:27) defines amphibious operation as "an attack launched from the sea by
naval and landing forces, embarked in ships or craft involving a landing on a

hostile shore."

AMPHIBIOUS TRANSPORT FORCE

AT S N

DEngll Shusongdul [4098 7120 6551 6623 7130]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:4149) A temporary formation made up of landing and transport
: ships and their escorts. Their mission is to trans-
port a landing force and its materials for a landing

on an enemy beach.
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Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

AMPHIBIOUS UNIT (LANDING FORCE)

e pE R pA

Dengld Zhidul [4098 7120 2388 7130]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Repubiic of China.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:67) defines landing
force as '"troops intended for landing, or which have already landed, on enemy~
occupied territory, for the purpose of conducting combat operations.
According to the transportation method used, a landing force may be amphib-
ious, airborne, or combined; and according to its scale and purpose, such a
force may be strategic, operational, or tactical."”

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:205-206) defines landing force as "a task organization of troop units,
aviation and ground, assigned to an amphibious assault. It is the highest
troop echelon in the amphibious operation."

AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE

AR

Déngldzhan [4098 7120 2069]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.




See:

AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION
“ ¥ )
T AR 8K
Déngld Zudzhan [4098 7120 0155 2069]

Ci Hai (1979:946)

ANTIATOMIC (WARFARE)

Pp &+

FangyudnzY (7089 0626 1311)

Definition

2 L ag4d P 2
An abbreviated form for *Z\ f\/ f) F/] ;{f hé wiql
fdnghd [2702 2976 0892 7089 6233] "protection against

nuclear weapons." It includes various types of
protective measures adopted against enemy nuclear
weapons strikes. The principal methods 1include:

constructing protective fortifications; the use of
terrain and surface features to disperse and conceal
personnel and materials; organizing observation,
reporting, and radiation recomnaissance efforts; the
use of protective equipment; and such measures for
clearing up the after-effects of a strike as organiz-
ing rescue, firefighting and radiation decontamination
efforts, The most effective protective measure is the
timely detection and destruction of enemy nuclear
weapons.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this

The Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms

(1984:254) does define nuclear defense as '"the methods, plans, and procedures
involved in establishing and exercising defensive measures against the effects
of an attack by nuclear weapons or radiological warfare agents. It encom-
passes both the training for, and the implementation of, these methods, plans,

and procedures,"

"defensive measures

The same source on page 300 defines radiological defense as
taken against the radiation hazards resulting from the

employment of nuclear and radiological weapons."
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ANTIBACTERIOLOGICAL (WARFARE)

) 1t
3/
Fh t9 A
Fdngxljon (7089 4798 5497)

Definition
Ci Hai (1965:743) Various protective measures adopted against bacterio-
logical weapons attacks. The principal measures

include: organizing efforts to observe, reconnoiter,
and warn of enemy bacteriological weapons attacks;
launching mass sanitation and antiepidemic efforts to
wipe out germ breeding conditions; and preventive
inoculation of people and livestock to eliminate germ-
induced communicable diseases. The most effective
protective measure is the timely detection and
destruction of enemy bacteriological weapons.

Ci Hai (1979:946) Protective measures adopted against enemy biological
weapons attacks. The principal measures are: to
expeditiously detect and distinguish the circumstances
of an enemy biological weapon attack and report it to
the troops and the masses; to carry out prompt treat-
ment of contaminated personnel and 1livestock; to
decontaminate contaminated and infested areas; and to
launch mass sanitation and antiepidemic efforts and
exterminate pestilence and disease. The most effec-
tive protective measure is the timely detection and
destruction of enemy biological weapons.

Commentarx

The early definition from the 1965 edition of the Ci Hai goes into greater
detail in listing preventive measures to be taken before an enemy biological
weapons attack.

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:207) defines means of
antibacteriological protection as ''individual and collective means of protec-
tion against infection, and bacterial preparations which increase the immunity
of personnel to infectious diseases, namely: antibiotics and other medicinal
preparations used for emergency prophylaxis; instruments and apparatus for
conducting bacteriological reconnaissance; machines and instruments for decon-
tamination and disinfection."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
does not include a definition for this term.
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Ci Hai (1979:946)

ANTICHEMICAL (WARFARE)

B L F

rdnghulxud (7089 0553 1331)

Definition

Protective measures adopted against an enemy chemical
weapons attack. The principal measures include: the
construction of airtight protective fortifications
equipped with poison-filtering ventilation systems;
the organization of observation, reporting, and
reconnaissance efforts against enemy chemical weapons
attacks; and the use of various types of antitoxin
equipment and carrying out decontamination at the
proper time. The most effective protective measure is
the timely detection and destruction of enemy chemical
weapons.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:207) defines means of

antichemical protection as "means intended to protect troops against weapons

of mass destruction.

They may be individual or collective."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
does not include a definition for this term.

Ci Hai (1979:610)

ANTITANK GUIDED MISSILES

o2 %,0% 3%

F¥nt¥nke DYodan [0646 0982 0344 1418 1734]

Definition
A missile used to destroy enemy tanks. It usually is

propelled by a solid fuel rocket and can be fired from
the ground, vehicles or aircraft.

18



Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

ANTITANK STRATEGY

P 42 3 5K o

Fangt¥ak® Zhanlie [7089 0982 0344 2069 3970]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

Antitank strategy 1is aispecific aspect of the general People's Liberation
Army military strategy.

ANTITANK TACTICS

ZEE-NE SR O

Fdagtdnke Zhinshd [7089 0982 0344 2069 2611)

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionmary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

Antitank tactics is a specific aspect of the general People's Liberation
Army military tactics.

19




ARMED FORCES

Pk

Budu) [6752 7130]

N\

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:1036) l. A common term for armed forces such as field
armies and local forces.

2. 1t specifically refers to forces above the regi-
mental level.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:50) defines armed
forces as '"the aggregate of the various Services of the armed forces. Each
Service of the armed forces consists of branches (arms), and also of special
troops and services. In capitalist states, armed forces are the weapon of
class domination, the means of enslaving small states and colonial peoples,
and the principal support for conducting an aggressive foreign policy. The
armed forces of the Soviet Union and the people's democracies are the bulwark
of peace, and are intended to defend their own people and their national inde-
pendence against the aggression of imperialist states."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:35) defines armed forces as "the military forces of a nation or a group
of nations." The same source (pp. 151-52) has a related definition for force,
which is defined as "an aggregation of military personnel, weapon systems,
vehicles and necessary support, or combination thereof."

See: ARMED FORCES

e
Jandul [6511 7130]

ARMED FORCES

7 n

Jindul [6511 7130]
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Definition

Ci Hai (1965:665) The armed force organized for political service. It
is an important instrument of class dictatorship.
There are two completely different types of armed
forces in the world. One type 1is a revolutionary
armed force which is used to safeguard the people's
interests, overthrow the rule of the reactionary
class, establish and safeguard revolutionary political
power, safeguard state sovereignty and territorial
integrity and security, and combat wars of aggression.
The other type is a counterrevolutionary armed force
which is used to uphold the interests of the counter-
revolutionary class, oppress and enslave the people,
suppress revolutionary movements, preserve colonial
rule, and carry out wars of aggression.

Ci Hai (1979:850) The armed force which performs political duties. It
is an important component of state power. There are
two completely different types of armed forces in the
world: one type is a revolutionary armed force which
is used to safeguard the people's interests, overthrow
the rule of the reactionary class, establish and safe-
guard state sovereignty and territorial integrity and
security, and combat wars of aggression. The other
type is a counterrevolutionary armed force which is
used to uphold the interests of the counterrevolu-
tionary class, oppress and enslave the people,
suppress revolutionary movements, preserve colonial
rule, and carry out wars of aggression.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:50) defines armed
forces as '"'the aggregate of the various Services of the armed forces. Each
Service of the armed forces consists of branches (arms), and also of special
troops and services. In capitalist states, armed forces are the weapon of
class domination, the means of enslaving small states and colonial peoples,
and the principal support for conducting an aggressive foreign policy. The
armed forces of the Soviet Union and the people's democracies are the bulwark
of peace, and are intended to defend their own people and their national inde-
pendence against the aggression of imperialist states."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:35) defines armed forces as ''the military forces of a nation or a group
of mnations." The same source (pp. 151-152) has a related definition for
force, which 1is defined as '"an aggregation of military personnel, weapon
systems, vehicles and necessary support, or combination thereof."
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See also:

ARMED FORCES

%P A

Budul [6752 7130]

ARMED FORCES

2 I
A K AP OA

wizhuing BYdul [2976 5944 6752 7130]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

See:

ARMED FORCES

R

£

Wizhuing Liliang [2976 5944 0500 6852]

ARMED FORCES

A 2
AR I

\
Wizhuing Lilisng [2976 5944 0500 6852]

Ci Hai (1965:2625)

Ci Hai (1979:1646)

Definition

A general term for a nation's regular forces and other
armed organizations.

A general term for a nation's regular forces and other
armed organizations. The armed forces of the People's
Republic of China make up the unified system of the
field armies, the local forces, and the militia. The
armed forces of the People's Republic of China are
commanded by the Chairman of the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party.* Their basic duties are

*In accordance with the 1982 Constitution of the People's Republic of
China and the 1984 Military Service Law of the People's Republic of China, the
armed forces come under the purview of the Ministry of National Defense and
the State and Party Central Military Commissions.

22



to safeguard the socialist revolution and socialist
construction, to protect the national sovereignty and
territorial integrity and security, and to guard
against subversion and aggression by the social impe-
rialists, the imperialists, and their running dogs.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:50) defines armed
forces as "the aggregate of the various services of the armed forces. Each
service of the armed forces consists of branches (arms), and also of special
troops and services. In capitalist states, armed forces are the weapon of
class domination, the means of enslaving small states and colonial peoples,
and the principal support for conducting an aggressive foreign policy. The
armed forces of the Soviet Union and the people's democracies are the bulwark
of peace, and are intended to defend their own people and their national inde-
pendence against the aggression of imperialist states."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:35) defines armed forces as 'the military forces of a nation or a group
of nations."

ARMED SERVICE

JGnzhOng [6511 4429]

~

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:851) The basic classification of the armed forces.
Normally they are divided into three services: ground
force, navy, and air force. Each service also con-
sists of several service arms.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Department
of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a definition
for this term.

ARMORED FORCE

AE .
=< F K
Zhuingjidbing [5944 3946 0365]
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Ci Hai (1979:4387)

Definition

A combat arm which uses tanks, self-propelled artil-
lery, and armored transport vehicles as basic equip-
ment. It is characterized by firepower and mobility
as well as armor protection and is an important as-
sault force of the ground forces. In joint opera-
tions, it usually carries out maneuver warfare.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.

Ci Hai (1979:850)

ARMY

z

Jun [6511]

Definition

1. Army, as in Red Army; Liberation Army. It is also
used as a general term for military matters, as in
military situation; military orders.

2. A level in the organization of the armed forces.
It is made up of several divisions and a certain num-
ber of combat and support units (elements). They are
designated as ground force armies, air force armies,
etc., on the basis of their mission and equipment.

Commentarx

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:10-11) defines army as

"l. an operational grouping of one or another Service of the armed forces,
consisting of several formations of various branches and special troops, and
intended for the conduct of operations (combat activities); 2. ground troops
(forces); 3. sometimes the word army is used to designate the armed forces of
a State, e.g., the Red Army or the Soviet Army.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
does not include a definition for this term.,
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Ci Hai (1965:666)

Ci Hai (1979:851)

ARMY EMBLEM

2 7
% 1K

Junhul [6511 1798]

Definition

Armed forces insignia. The design for the emblem of
Chinese People's Liberation Army was promulgated by
order of the Chinese People's Revolutionary Armymen's
Committee on 15 June 1949, It has a gold-edged five-
point red star with the two words "August 1lst" inlaid
in gold, to indicate that since the Chinese People's
Liberation Army was founded in the Nanchang Uprising
on 1 August 1927, it has illuminated China with the
light of its brilliant star.

Armed forces insignia. The emblem of the Chinese Peo-

ple's Liberation Army has a gold-edged five-point red
star with the two words "August lst" inlaid in gold.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.

Ci Hai (1979:3566)

ARTILLERY
re, &

PlobTng [3517 0365]

Definition

The arm which has artillery and rockets as its basic
equipment and uses firepower to carry on warfare. It
is composed of surface artillery and antiaircraft ar-
tillery. It has great firepower, relatively 1long
range, good accuracy, a rather high degree of mobility
and is an important firepower assault force in combat.
It is used principally to support and cover the combat
operations of the infantry and the armored force, to
fight in coordination with other services or arms, or
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to provide independent firepower. Artillery has a
long history in China. As early as the Yung Le period
(1403-1424) of the Ming Dynasty, the capital army had
a rather large-scale and important unit which used
cannons in combat (at that time called 'The Divine
Machine Battalion'). The Chinese People's Liberation
Army Artillery was born in the 'August 1' Nanchang
Uprising in 1927, constantly grew in strength, and
played a useful part during the successive revolu-
tionary wars. After the founding of the nation, the
development of the artillery entered a new stage of
development.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:12) defines artillery
as "one of the service branches possessing great fire power."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:143) defines field artillery as "equipment, supplies, ammunition, and
personnel involved in the use of cannon, rocket or surface-to-surface missile
launchers. Field artillery cannons are classified according to caliber as:

light - 120 mm and less;

medium - 121 to 160 mm;

heavy - 161 to 210 mm;

very heavy - greater than 210 mm."

ASSAULT

x

TujT [4499 2345]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:4108) The concentration of troops and firepower on the enemy
in carrying out a swift and fierce attack.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:234) defines assault
as "a decisive attack by subunits, units, or formations, on an enemy occupying
built-up areas, strongly reinforced positions, separate buildings, etc., and
offering stubborn resistance."
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The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:37) defines assault as "(1) the climax of an attack; closing with the
enemy in hand-to-hand fighting; (2) in an amphibious operation, the period of
time between the arrival of the major assault forces of the amphibious task
force in the objective area and the accomplishment of the amphibious task
force mission; (3) to make a short, violent, but well-ordered attack against a
local objective, such as a gun emplacement, a fort, or a machinegun nest; (4)
a phase of an airborne operation beginning with delivery by air of the assault
echelon of the force into the objective area and extending through attack of
assault objectives and consolidation of the initial airhead."

ASSAULT FORCE

R & % A

- .9 \ \
Tuji Budui [4499 2345 6752 7130]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.

Ci Hai (1979:346)

ATOMIC BOMB

B+ iz

Yudnz¥ DSn [0626 1311 1734]

Definition

A weapon which uses the enormous amount of energy
instantaneously released from the fission of the
nucleus of a heavy atom to cause casualties and
destruction. 1Its principal components are the nuclear
charge (such as uranium 233, uranium 235, and pluto-
nium), the igniter, the neutron source, the reflective
layer, and the casing. When the detonation of the
igniter causes the nuclear charge to exceed the criti-
cal mass, a chain reaction of nuclear fission is set
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off through the action of the neutron. This releases
an enormous amount of energy in a very short period of
time and a violent explosion occurs.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

ATTACK

&
2
GongjT [2396 2345]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

I/)( i. Gongji "attack" is used in both a military and a nommilitary
sense.

}# jgvaingSng "attack" is a specific military term.

See:

ATTACK

. L

it A

Jingong [6651 2396]
ATTACK
. L
Jii, I

Jingdng [6651 2396]
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Definition

Ci Hai (1979:2384) One of the basic forms of combat. It is an operation
in which the troops initiate an assault on the enemy.
It is an important means of annihilating the enemy.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:13) defines attack as
"the most important element in the tactical activities of air, naval, and
ground forces, constituting a combination of swift maneuver and fire (strike)
aimed at enemy personnel and weapons for the purpose of their annihilationm.
An attack by ground forces is carried out immediately following nuclear and
conventional weapons strikes and is culminated by the utter defeat of the
enemy and by capture of his defensive areas and structures. An air attack is
a rapid action by aircraft against the enemy for the purpose of firing or
striking at close range. . Annihilation of hostile aircraft in the air during
an air attack is accomplished by fighter aviation. A torpedo (missile) attack
is the maneuvering of a warship (aircraft) for the purpose of assuming a
favorable position and firing torpedoes (missiles) at the target."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
does not include a definition for this term.

3# jﬁ;Jingang "attack" is a specific military term. Another term,zidﬁ gongil
"attack," is used in both a military and a nonmilitary sense.
See also:

ATTACK
L

1. &

Gongil [2396 2345]

AUTHORIZED STRENGTH

Y )

Bianzhl [4882 0455]

Definition
Ci Hai (1979:2719) The regulations governing the organizational system of

the armed forces and the allotment of personnel and
equipment to each unit.
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Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

BALLISTIC MISSILE

kK7 3%

pand¥o shl Diodin [1734 6670 1709 1418 1734]

Definition
) vl L o/ v
Ci Hai (1979:2501) Shortened to 5% 18 %’ 5—“& dind¥o d¥odhn [1734 6670

1418 1734]. A guided missile in which the warhead
follows a predetermined trajectory to the target after
it is delivered to the specified altitude at a speci-
fied speed by rocket engine(s) and the engine has shut
of £.

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictiomary of Basic Military Terms (1965:18) defines ballistic
missile as '"the most important weapon in nuclear warfare. The trajectory of a
ballistic missile consists of an active phase and a passive phase. During the
active phase, the missile is propelled by its motor's thrust, and is guided by
a self-contained [autonomous] or combined guidance system. During the passive
phase, the missile flies along a so-called ballistic curve."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:46) defines ballistic missile as "any missile which does not rely upon
aerodynamic surfaces to produce 1lift and consequently follows a ballistic
trajectory when thrust is terminated."

BATTALION
%
<

Yfﬁg [3602]
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Definition

Ci Hai (1979:3722) A level in the organization of the armed forces below
the regiment and above the company.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictiomary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

BATTLE
5y,

Zhandou [2069 2435]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:20-21) considers
battle a historical term and defines it as '"a decisive encounter of the main
forces of the belligerent parties, the results of which not infrequently
determine the outcome of a campaign or a stage of a war. 'Battle' is an
ancient Russian term equivalent to the more recent term 'general engagement.'
A battle is the aggregate of a number of simultaneous and successive decisive
engagements of the main strategic groupings of the belligerent parties in the
most important strategic sectors or theaters of military operations. These
engagements are united by singleness of purpose and concept, and distinguished
by great intensity; they lead to the destruction of the enemy's main forces in
a given strategic sector or theater of war and to the mastery of the most
important strategic objectives. A battle on such a scale changes the correla-
tion of forces and creates a turning point in the war. A battle is fought by
several coordinated major field forces, supported by a concentrated airpower,
considerable artillery reserves, and armored and other troops. World War 1I
saw battles that were unprecedented in military history: the Battle of Moscow
in 1941, Volgograd in 1942, Kursk in 1943, etc."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
does not include a definition for this term.
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BATTLEFIELD DISCIPLINE

X o e iF

Vv A
Zhanchang Jilu [2069 1034 4764 1774]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:3094) The discipline of the armed forces in combat. The
combat discipline of the Chinese People's Liberation
Army requires that all of the servicemen resolutely
carry out orders, obey commands, look out for the
interests of the people in the combat zone, turn in
what is captured, and strictly abide by the prisoner
of war policy.

Commentarz

Neither the Soviet Dictionmary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

BATTLEFIELD TRAINING

s ¥ 5 K

Zhanch¥ng LilnbTng [2069 1034 4886 0365]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:3094) Technical and tactical training carried out before the
battle or between battles by troops on the battlefield
based on operational duties and such circumstances as
the terrain and the enemy situatiom.

Commentarz

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.
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BIVOUAC

COE A S

Jansh} Yéying [6511 0057 6851 3602]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:853) It is one element in the Ground Movement and an activ-
ity for national defense education and military train-
ing for the broad masses, especially the youth, The
participants are organized into quasi-military com-
panies which go camping and engage in spare time
activities. It includes comprehensive training, con-
centrating on marksmanship, use of terrain and land
features, and antiair, antiatomic, and antichemical
warfare; or training concentrating on a particular
type of military technology.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

BLOCKING FORCE
3 3 PA

74931 Budu} [7091 2345 6752 7130]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentarz

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.
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BLOCKING WARFARE

Pl & 5K

z3jTzhan [7091 2345 2069]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:991) A type of defensive warfare the object [of which] is
to block the attack, reinforcement, or escape of the
enemy, to ensure that the main force annihilates the
enemy or to cover the deployment or shift of the main
force.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:21-22) defines block-
ading as "isolation (encirclement) of a strong point (objective) or a grouping
of enemy troops offering continued resistance. Blockading is carried out by
limited forces from the first echelon. Annihilation of the blockaded enemy
may be effected by part of the first echelon, by the second echelon, or by
reserves., Nuclear weapons may also be used for this purpose."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
does not include a definition for this term.

BLUE WATER NAVY

i o e F

Yu¥nydng HY1j3n [6678 3152 3189 6511]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionmary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.
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BORDER DEFENSE

ST

Bianfdng (6708 7089]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:2366) Military measures adopted in the border areas to safe-
guard the national sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity and security, and guard against an external
invasion.,

Commentarz

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

BRIGADE

Py
.

Y
Lu [2464]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:3547) In ancient China 500 soldiers comprised a brigade.
Later it was used as the name of a unit 1in the armed
forces organization below the division and above the
regiment (or battaliom). It is also used as a general
designator for armed forces,

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:29) defines brigade as
"a formation of troops from different service branches and special troops from
the various Services, consisting of several battalions (artillery battalions)
and special subunits. There are motor rifle brigades, motor transport bri-
gades, railroad brigades, etc."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:57) defines brigade as "a unit usually smaller than a divisioan to which
are attached groups and/or battalions and smaller units tailored to meet
anticipated requirements."
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CAMOUFLAGE

1

W¥izhudng [0298 5944]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:509) Measures taken to conceal oneself and confuse the
enemy. Usually it is divided into natural camouflage
and manmade camouflage. The main types of natural
camouflage use terrain, ground features, weather and
climatic conditions. Manmade camouflage wuses such
technical means as deceptive colors, smokescreens,
lights, and sounds for concealment or to construct
false targets, false fortifications, or false lines.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:118) defines camou-
flage as "a form of support for combat operations, its purpose being to con-
ceal the activities and disposition of friendly troops, and to mislead the
enemy with regard to the grouping and intentions of such troops. Camouflage
measures are also implemented in the deep rear, within the framework of civil
defense."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:60) defines camouflage as "the use of concealment and disguise to mini-
mize the possibility of detection and/or identification of troops, materiel,
equipment, and installationms. It includes taking advantage of the natural
environment as well as the application of natural and artificial materials."

CAMP

5
<7

Ying [3602]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:3722) A place where troops are stationed, as in "pitching
camp."
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Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-
tion for this term.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms

(1984:60) defines camp as 'a group of tents, huts, or other shelter set up
temporarily for troops, and more permanent than a bivouac. A military post,
temporary or permanent, may be called a camp."

See also:

BATTALION
Ao

<
2

ying [3602]
CARRIER ROCKET

L . RR
iz 3% K3

Ydnzal HuSjisn (6663 6528 3499 4628)

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:2389) A rocket which delivers an artificial celestial body
or spacecraft into a predetermined orbit. It is nor-
mally a multistage carrier rocket. After the last
stage rocket has delivered the artificial celestial
body or spacecraft to the predetermined orbit, it
sometimes also revolves in a definite orbit and is not
immediately destroyed by falling into the atmosphere.
When this occurs, it also becomes an artificial
celestial body.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

CAVALRY
}
B 4

QibIng [7494 0365]
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Ci Hai (1965:2175)

Ci Hai (1979:2618)

Definition

The force that fights on horseback. Their principal
weapons are the carbine, the saber, light and heavy
machineguns, and light artillery. They have a defi-
nite speed and assault capability and can fight both
on horseback and on foot. They normally assume such
missions as pursuit and attack, interception, and
long-range raids, as well as reconnaissance and alert.

The force that fights on horseback. They can fight
both on horseback and on foot. They normally assume
such missions as pursuit and attack, interception, and
long-range raids, as well as reconnaissance and alert.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.

Ci Hai (1965:871)

Ci Hai (1979:1096)

CHIEF OF STAFF
. /
7%5; vﬁﬁ *ﬁi,

canmduzh¥ng [0639 6180 7022]

Definition

A position in the armed forces. In the Chinese
People's Liberation Army, forces at the regimental or
equivalent level and above all have chiefs of staff.
The chief of staff is the senior officer of the
command organ and the principal aide to the force
commanders in their military duties.

A position 1in the armed forces. In the Chinese
People's Liberation Army, forces at the regimental
level and above all have chiefs of staff. The chief
of staff is the senior officer of the headquarters and
the principal aide to the force commanders in their
military duties.

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not inciude a defini-

tion for this term.
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The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:66) defines chief of staff as '"l. The senior or principal member or
head of a staff, or the principal assistant in a staff capacity to a person in
a command capacity; 2. The head or controlling member of a staff, for
purposes of the coordination of its work; 3. A position, that in itself is
without inherent power of command by reason of assignment, except that which
is invested in such a position by delegation to exercise command in another's
name. Note: a. In the Army and Marine Corps, the title is applied omly to
the staff on a brigade or division level or higher. In lower units, the
corresponding title is executive officer. b. In the Navy, the title is
applied only on the staff of a commander with rank of commodore or above. The
corresponding title on the staff of a commander of rank lower than commodore
is chief staff officer, and in the organization of a single ship, executive
officer. c¢. In the Air Force, the title is applied normally in the staff on
an Air Force level and above."

CHEMICAL WARFARE AGENT
NEER=-A 1 Y ¥
i F & d

Hudxudzhdn;) [0553 1331 2069 0495]

Definition

Ci Hai (1965:347) A general term for toxic, smoke-producing, or incen-
diary agents used in warfare. Toxic agents can poison
people and animals and influence the activity of the
troops; smoke-producing agents can create a smoke
screen covering troop movements and important military
assets¥*; incendiary agents can burn people and animals
and destroy fortifications and property.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-
tion for this term.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:65) defines chemical agent as '"a chemical substance which is intended
for use in military operations to kill, seriously injure, or incapacitate man
through its physiological effects. Excluded from consideration are riot con-
trol agents, herbicides, smoke, and flame."

*The Chinese term is iﬂ f{ﬁ mubiZo (4158 2871), which literally means
"rarget, objective." However, in this context, "military asset'" seems to be
the better English term.
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Chemical warfare agent is not defined in the 1979 edition of Ci Hai.

CHINESE PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY

v @ AR WA T

VN .-
Zhdnggdo Rénmin Jiefangjdn (0022 0948 0086 3046 6043 2397 6511]

Ci Hai (1979:3246)

Definition

The armed forces of the People's Republic of China.
It is commanded by the Chairman of the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party of China.,* It is a peo-
ple's army, founded and led by the Chinese Communist
Party, armed with Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought,
and serves the people wholeheartedly. It is the firm
pillar of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The
Chinese People's Liberation Army was born in the
1 August 1927 Nanchang Uprising. In April 1927,
Chiang Kaishek's Kuomintang betrayed the revolution.
The Chinese Communist Party continued to hold high the
banner of revolution and struck back against the mas-
sacre policy of the Kuomintang reactionaries and led
the people in carrying out an armed uprising to oppose
armed counterrevolution with armed revolution. On
1 August 1927, the Northern Expeditionary Army of over
30,000 men under the influence of the Party and led by
Zhou Enlai, Zhu De, He Long, Ye Ting, and Liu Bocheng
carried out an armed uprising at Nanchang. On
9 September of the same year, Mao Zedong led the
Autumn Harvest Uprising carried out with peasants,
workers, and revolutionary soldiers in the Hunan-
Jiangxi border region, established the first worker
peasant revolutionary army, and set up the first rural
revolutionary base--the Jinggang Mountain Base. In
April 1928, part of the remnants of the Nanchang
Uprising force and the Hunan Uprising peasant army
were led to the Jinggang Base by Zhu De and Chen Yi
and triumphantly joined forces with the Autumn Harvest
Uprising force led by Mao Zedong to form the Chinese
Workers and Peasants Fourth Red Army. Henceforth, the

*In accordance with the 1982 Constitution of the People's Republic of
China and the 1984 Military Service Law of the People's Republic of China, the
armed forces come under the purview of the Ministry of National Defense and
the State and Party Central Military Commissions.
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insurrectionary forces throughout the country were
called the Chinese Worker Peasant Red Army. In the
Second Revolutionary Civil War Period, the Chinese
Worker Peasant Red Army grew to 300,000 men,
established several revolutionary bases with a
combined population of over 10 million centered in
central Jiangxi, and smashed several large-scale
'encirclements and suppressions' of the Kuomintang
Army. Later, because of the mistaken leadership of
Wang Ming's 'left' leaning opportunist line, the Red
Army was unable to break the enemy's fifth 'encircle-
ment and suppression' and was forced to withdraw to
the original base and carry out the Long March. After
the January 1935 Zunyi Conference, the Red Army, under
the correct leadership and direction of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party and Mao
Zedong, victoriously completed the world famous 25,000
1i Long March. After the Anti-Japanese War of Resist-
ance broke out, they were redesignated the Eighth
Route Army and the New Fourth Army, marched to the
front of the Anti-Japanese War of Resistance,
persevered in independent guerrilla warfare with the
initiative in their own hands, established popular
anti-Japanese resistance bases with a population of
over 100 million in the enemy's rear area, beat back
over 60 percent of the invading Japanese army and over
90 percent of the puppet army, and became the mainstay
of the Anti-Japanese War of Resistance. In 8 years,
they carried out over 120,000 large and small battles,
destroyed over 1,700,000 Japanese and puppet troops,
grew to a strength of 1,200,000 and played a decisive
part in the ultimate victory of the Anti-Japanese War
of Resistance. During the Third Revolutionary Civil
War Period, its name was changed to the Chinese
People's Liberation Army. Together with the people of
the entire nation, it resolutely beat back the attacks
of the Kuomintang forces, shifted to a countrywide
attack, annihilated over 8 million Kuomintang troops,
and ended the reactionary rule of the Kuomintang.
After the People's Republic of China was established,
the Chinese People's Liberation Army continued to
carry out combat duties, wiping out the remnants of
the enemy, and protecting the national defense; and at
the same time, undertook the duties of a work force,
actively participating in the socialist revolution and
socialist construction. As the Chinese People's
Liberation Army grows in strength, it always follows
the political and military 1line established by the
Chinese Communist Party and Mao Zedong, implements the
system of the Party committee leadership, the polit-
ical commissar system, and the political works system.
[It also] carries on the integration of theory with
practice, [maintains] close ties with the masses, and
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[displays] a work style of criticism and self-
criticism. It carries out the three great duties of
warfare, work with the masses, and production;
develops political, economic and military democracy;
implements the three great principles of unity between
officers and men, unity between the army and the
people, and disintegration of the enemy forces. It
complies with the three great disciplines and the
eight attentions; uses flexible strategy and tactics;
and develops indomitable heroism and [maintaias] the
fine tradition of hard work and plain living. There-
fore, this army becomes ever stronger in war, proceed-
ing from one victory to the next. The Chinese Peo-
ple's Liberation Army at present is made up of the
ground, naval, and air forces. Its basic duties are
to protect the socialist revolution and socialist con-
struction; safeguard the national sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity and security; and guard against
subversion and aggression from the social imperial-
ists, the imperialists, and their running dogs.

Commentarx

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.

Ci Hai (1979:2154)

COASTAL DEFENSE

v

HYifdng [3189 7089]

Definition

All military measures taken along the coast and in
territorial seas to safeguard national sovereignty,
territorial integrity and security, and to guard
against an external invasion.

Commentarz

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:19) defines coastal

defense as '"the aggregate of naval combat forces and facilities concentrated
on the coast and organized into a special defensive system to provide cover
for important operational sectors and to provide protection for particular
objectives on the given coastline, islands, or skerries (including adjacent
waters), against sea, air and, land attack."
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The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military aud Associated Terms
(1984:71) defines coastal frontier defense as '"the organization of the forces
and materiel of the armed forces assigned to provide security for the coastal
frontiers of the continental United States and its overseas possessions."

COMBAT INTELLIGENCE

5%, F 5 AR

Zhhindou Qfngbio [2069 2435 1906 1032]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:1991) The People's Republic of China does not have a formal
definition for combat intelligence but defines intel-
ligence as the results derived from the use of recon-
naissance methods or other means to gather [informa-
tion on] the enemy military, political, or economic
situation and the analysis and research of this infor-
mation. It is an important basis for military opera-
tions.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-
tion for intelligence or combat intelligence.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:188) defines intelligence as 'the product resulting from the collectionm,
processing, integration, analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of available
information concerning foreign countries or areas." It defines combat intel-
ligence (p. 74) as "that knowledge of the enemy, weather, and geographical
features required by a commander in the planning and conduct of combat opera-
tions."

See also:

RECONNAISSANCE

I 9L

124 ;%\

Zhencha [0259 1390]
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COMMAND

FERRE:

znYhul [2172 2264]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:1586) The leadership exercised by a military leader in mili-
tary operations.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-
tion for this term.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:76) defines command as '"the authority that a commander in the military
service lawfully exercises over subordinates by virtue of rank or assignment.
Command includes the authority and responsibility for effectively using
available resources and for planning the employment of, organizing, directing,
coordinating, and controlling military forces for the accomplishment of
assigned missions. It also includes responsibility for health, welfare,
morale, and discipline of assigned personnel."

COMMANDER

ETRECu

ST1 ngyudn [0674 0109 0765]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:243) A position in the armed forces, such as military
region commander or army commander. in the Chinese
People's Liberation Army, ccmmanders and political
commissars at each level are both armed forces leaders
with joint responsibility for tvoop activities. Com-
manders are responsible for directing the military
activities of the troops under the leadership of the
Party committee at the same level as well as the Party
committee and military commanders at higher levels.
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Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.

-COMMANDER IN CHIEF
b4 Z o~
. A4

78ngsTling [4920 0674 0109]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:673) The military commander of the armed forces of the
entire nation or one front.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

COMMUNICATIONS

i 43

Tongxin [6639 0207]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms does not include a defini-
tion for this term.

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:79) defines communications as "a method or means of conveying informa-
tion of any kind from one person or place to another."
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COMPANY

3

Lida [6647]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:2390) A level in the organization of the armed forces below
the battalion and above the platoon.

Commentarz

Neither the Soviet Dictionmary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

COMPULSORY MILITARY SERVICE SYSTEM

oG B 4L %

7

Yiwu BTngylzhl [5030 0523 0365 1763 0455]

Definition

Ci Hai (1979:744) The system by which citizens of a certain age are
obliged according to law to carry out a certain period
of military service. The People's Republic of China
promulgated a military service law in 1955 and began
to implement a system of compulsory military service.
The Constitution of the People's Republic of China
stipulates that it is the lofty duty of every citizen
to defend the motherland and resist aggression. To
carry out military service according to the law is a
citizen's glorious duty.

Commentarz

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionmary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.
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CONSCRIPTION SYSTEM

TN

ZhangbIngzhl [1767 0365 0455]

Ci Hai (1965:1491) The system by which citizens of a certain age are
called up to serve a prescribed period of military
service. The Chinese conscription system is generally
recognized to have begun in 356 B.C. and gradually
perfected in the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D. 220).
Most of that period's feudal imperial dynasties used
conscription as a simple method to augment their mili-
tary manpower resources. After the prefectural mili-
tary service system was established (535-551), the

|
|
|
|
| Definition
|
\
\
|
|
|

conscription system was abandoned. After the Tang
Dynasty (618-907), it was changed to a mercenary
system. During the rule of the Kuomintang, they

imitated the conscription system of the Capitalist
countries and promulgated a military service law, but
the so-called conscription system implemented at that
time was really a system of seizing soldiers.

Ci Hai (1979:1828) The system by which the State, as stipulated in the
military service law, calls up a certain number of
citizens as needed to carry out their military
service. After the People's Republic of China was
established, it promulgated a military service law in
1955 and implemented a conscription system.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

CONVENTIONAL WARFARE

#Lo SX

Zhénggul Zhan [2973 6016 2069]

{ \_-r\
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Ci Hai (1979:3124)

Definition

Mobile or positional warfare conducted by regular
troops. It is characterized by a centralized unified
command, closely coordinated operations, and organized
planned logistic support.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.

Ci Hai (1979:657)

CORPS

£ d

BIngtuin [0365 0957]

Definition

1. A unit in the armed forces organization at a level
equivalent to group army. It has several subordinate
armies or divisions.

2. A general designator for armec forces above the
division level.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-

tion for this term.

Ci Hai (1979:606-7)

COUNTERASSAULT

2. s &

anch'o'ngj'f [0646 0394 2345]

Definition

Also called zi“;#"Q%if £¥nchéngféng [0646 0394 69121,
it 1s an assault carried out within tactical
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limitations against an enemy who has broken through
the lines while the troops are engaged in defensive
warfare. It is a positive means of wiping out the
invading enemy and restoring the position.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

The Chinese distinguish between the counterattack (see)’ which takes place
on the campaign (see military campaign) level and the counterassault which
takes place on the tactical level (see military tactics).

COUNTERATTACK

i 3L

F¥ngong [0646 2396]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

> = v .

/A. FX_ Fangdng counterattack" is commonly used in both a military and a
nonmilitary sense. jz_ ;g ;f F¥ntuji "counterattack" is a specific military
term.

See:
COUNTERATTACK
P 4
/k}\i

FanttiT [0646 4499 2345]

COUNTERATTACK

K &

FintTjT [0646 4499 2345]
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Definition

Ci Hai (1979:607) During the defensive stage, the use of second echelon
or reserve forces as the principal force within the
scope of the campaign in counterattacking an enemy who
has broken through the lines, in order to help destroy
the invading enemy and restore the original defensive
situation.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictiomary of Basic Military Terms (1965:104) defines counter-
attack as "an attack undertaken by defending troops against an attacking enemy
for the purpose of putting him to rout (or destroying him) and achieving
complete or partial restoration of the position lost by the defending troops.
A counterattack 1s usually mounted by the second echelons and reserves of
units and formations and also by part of the forces of the first echelon from

sectors not under attack."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:93) defines counterattack as "attack by a part or all of 2 defending
force against an enemy attacking force, for such specific purposes as regain-
ing ground lost or cutting off or destroying enemy advance units, and with the
general objective of denying the enemy the attainment of his purpose in
attacking. In sustained defensive operations, it is undertaken to restore the
battle position and is directed at limited objectives."

The Chinese distinguish between the counterattack which takes place on the
campaign level (see military campaign) and the counterassault which takes
place on the tactical level (see military tactics).

- 'I}Z i v - . " . o v a0

/A R Fantujir '"counterattack! 1s a cspecific military term. Another
term, jz_ ;ﬁ; f¥ngdng "counterattack,”" is commonly used in both a military and
a nonmilitary sense.

See also:
COUNTERATTACK
A TZ

Fangong [0646 2396]

DAGGER COMPANY
/J\ .
x A&

JiandTo Lidn [1423 0430 6647]
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Definition

Ci Hai (1979:2551) A company which is responsible for carrying out
assaults in a battle to storm fortifications.
Normally it is undertaken by a fortified company with
a rather high combat effectiveness. In a battle to
storm fortifications, it acts like a sharp dagger,
first -inserting itself into the enemy position and
then making a breach to create the conditions for
developing the attack.

Commentary

Neither the Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms nor the US Depart-
ment of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms includes a defini-
tion for this term.

DECEPTION

Qipiin [2952 7499]

Definition

No formal definition available from the People's Republic of China.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:86) defines deception
as "a decoy grouping of troops or dummy objects, false movements and disposi-
tion of troops, dummy defensive works, etc., for the purpose of misleading the
enemy about the true disposition or activities of friendly troops, and of
drawing his fire against the dummy objectives. Simulation is carried out with
the aid of mock-ups of materiel, dummy works, and also signs of vital activity
of the troops being simulated (firing, radio conversations, etc.). Simulation
is also done by demonstrative activities, misinformation, etc. Simulation on
an operational scale is carried out only on the instructions of a higher
echelon of military command."

The US Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(1984:105) defines deception as '"those measures designed to mislead the enemy
by manipulation, distortiom, or falsification of evidence to induce him to
react in a manner prejudicial to his interests."

It defines military deception (p. 230) as "actions executed to mislead
foreign decision-makers, causing them to derive and accept desired
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appreciations of military capabilities, intentions, operations, or other

activities that evoke foreign actioas that contribute to the originator's ob-
jectives."

DEFENSE

P75 AEp

P \
Fangyu [7089 1785]

Definition

Ci Hai (1965:742) A basic type of combat [in which] the troops resist
enemy attack. It is used when it is impossible or in-
advisable to launch an attack. Because of their in-
ferior strength, defensive forces usually use terrain
to construct fortifications and use firepower and
resolute counterattack to wear down and exterminate
the enemy in order to create the conditions for shift-
ing to the offensive or to assist another front in

attacking.

Cci Hai (1979:945) A basic type of military formation [in which] the
troops resist enemy attack. Defense is directly for
self-preservation. At the same time, it is also a

means of assisting an attack or preparing to shift to
the offensive.

Commentary

The Soviet Dictionary of Basic Military Terms (1965:135) defines defense
as "a type of combat operation conducted for the purpose of repulsing an
attack