Archaeological Investigations for the Cross Creek
Flood Control Project, Rossville, Kansas

Volume I

Prepared for
Cook, Flatt, and Stroebel Engineers
and
Kansas City District U. S. Army Corps of Engineers

CWIS No. 91088
Contract DACW41-92-C-0013
CF & S No. 91-559

By
American Resources Group, Ltd.
Carbondale, Illinois

E

Authors
Mark J. Wagner
Tracey A. Sandefur
Michael J. McNerney
W. Gordon Howe
Dr. Terrance J. Martin

e 19960723 016

Co-Principal Investigators
Mark J. Wagner and Michael J. McNerney

Cultural Resources Management
Report No. 239 February 1995




Archaeological Investigations for the Cross Creek Flood
Control Project, Rossville, Kansas

Volume 1

Prepared for
Cook, Flatt, and Stroebel Engineers
and
Kansas City District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

CWIS No. 91088
Contract DACW41-92-C-0013
CF & S No. 91-559

By

American Resources Group, Ltd.
Carbondale, Illinois

Authors
Mark J. Wagner

Tracey A. Sandefur
Michael J. McNemey

W. Gordon Howe
Dr. Terrance J. Martin

Kathryn E. Parker

Jim Snyder

Co-Principal Investigators
Mark J. Wagner and Michael J. McNerney

Cultural Resources Management DIIC QUaLy

IY INGPROT
Report No. 239 ’ D3 February 1995




SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PAGE (When Dats Entered)

READ INSTRUCTIONS

REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE BEFORE COMPLETING FORM
T REPORT NUMBER 2. GOVT ACCESSION NOJ 3. RECIPIENT'S CATALOG NUMBER

S. TYPE OF REPORY & PERIOD COVERED

Final Report
May 1992- Febnuary 1995

6. PERFORMING ORG. REPORT NUMBER

Cultural Res, Mgmt. Rpt. #239

4. TITLE (and Subtitie)

Archaeological Investigations for the Cross
Creek Flood Control Project, Rossville Kansas

7. AUTHOR(e) J . Sn der‘ 8. CONTRACT OR GRANT NUMBER(s)
' i immSny
Mark J. Wagner Tracey A. Sandefur _Qo_.
Michael J. McNerney W. Gordon Howe DACWA1-92-C-0013
: . . Martin Kathryn E_ Parker
S. BERFO-L?A‘::GaQEEANJIZAﬂgN ELME AND ADDRESS 10. :ggi"&AaoeﬂLKEsSl"TT'NF:JRllOé’EERCJ' TASK
“American Resources Group, Ltd.
127 N. Washington
Carbondale, IL 62901
11. .CONTROLLING OFFICE NAME AND ADDRESS ‘ 12. REPORT1%A9‘I;SE
Kansas City District, Corp of Engineers
601 E. 12th Street 1. NUMBE?%BPAGES
Kansas City MO 64106-2896

74. MONITORING AGENCY NAME & ADDRESS(I! different from Controlling Offtice) 15, SECURITY CLASS. (of thie teport)

15a. DECL ASSIFICATION/ DOWNGRADING
SCHEDULE

16. DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT (of this Report)

17. DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT (of the ebetract sntered.in Block 20, {{ different (rom Report)

18. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

19. KEY WORDS (Continue on reverse aide {f necessary and idontify by block number)

Laughton family Cross Creek

Metis Archaeological Survey
Potawatomi Farmstead

Rossville, Kansas Historic Archaeological Site

Prehistoric Archaeological Site
20. ABSTRACT (Coutfaue an reverse side H neceesasy aad identily by dblock number) ...
This report gontains the results of Phase I, Phase II, and Phase III archaeo
Togical investigation for a portion of the Cross:Creek Flood Control Project
Rossville, Kansas. The Phase II survey located one small archaeological
site (14SH112). The site consisted of a light scatter of late-nineteenth
to early-twentieth century artifacts. The site is interpreted as a dump/

discard Tocation and is not considered eligible for the National Register
of Historic Places (NRHP).

FORM
DD | jan 73 473  EOITION OF ! NOV 65 1S OBSOLETE

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PASE (When Date Entered)

— A W M 2 A [ WA W BN I B I I e



DISCLAIMER NOTICE

THIS DOCUMENT IS BEST

QUALITY AVAILABLE. THE COPY

FURNISHED TO DTIC CONTAINED

A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF

PAGES WHICH DO NOT
~ REPRODUCE LEGIBLY.




Abstract

This report contains the results of Phase I, Phase II, and Phase III archaeological
investigations for a portion of the Cross Creek Flood Control Project, Rossville, Kansas. The
Phase II survey located one small archaeological site (14SH112). The site consisted of a light
scatter of late-nineteenth to early-twentieth century artifacts. The site is interpreted as a
dump/discard location and is not considered eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP).

Phase III archaeological investigations at Site 14SH351, a suspected Potawatomi
Reservation Period site, produced little artifactual data and no evidence of subsurface features.
The site is not considered eligible for the NRHP.

Phase I archival and historical research identified Site 14SH359 as the former residence
of two Metis families. The Laughton family occupied the site from 1848-1855, while the Joseph
Laughton-Eli Nadeau family lived at the site from 1855-1869. Phase III test excavations revealed
significant subsurface features and artifactual remains dating from the mid nineteenth century to
the early twentieth century, indicating both historic Native American and Euroamerican
occupations. That portion of the site located in an unplowed wooded area contained 50 cm of
midden that produced Historic Native American artifacts. A cellar was uncovered in the wooded
area and artifacts dating to the mid nineteenth century were recovered from it. The remainder of
the site area is located in a cultivated field, where a well and a structure wall foundation were
uncovered. However, the artifacts recovered from these two features date to the late nineteenth
to early twentieth century. Site 14SH359 is interpreted as a Metis farmstead and is considered
eligible for the NRHP.
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Chapter I: Introduction

Mark J. Wagner

This report describes the results of Phase I (literature review), Phase II (archaeological
survey), and Phase IIT investigations at Rossville, Kansas (Figure 1), executed by American
Resources Group, Ltd., under a subcontract with the engineering firm of Cook, Flatt, and
Stroebel, of Topeka, Kansas. This research was funded by the U.S. Army and administered by
the Kansas City District, Corps of Engineers, as part of contract number DACW41-92-C-0013.

Originally the objectives of the archaeological investigations at Rossville, Kansas were:
(1) to conduct a Phase I records and literature review; (2) conduct a Phase II archaeological survey
of a 13-acre area (Figure 1); and (3) conduct Phase III archaeological test investigations at three
sites (14SH348, -351, and -359) to recover sufficient information to evaluate the eligibility of
these sites for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). However, due to
denial of right-of-entry at Site 14SH348, testing could only be completed at Sites 14SH359 and
14SH351.

The study performed herein by the Contractor for the Corps of Engineers is called for in
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (PL-89-665) as amended. Accomplishment of this
work provides documentation evidencing compliance with Executive Order 11593, "Protection
and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment," dated May 13, 1971, and Section 11 of the
National Historic Preservation Act. All work conformed to professional standards and guidelines
set forth in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic
Preservation (Federal Register, Volume 48, No. 190, September 29, 1983).

Specific tasks accomplished by American Resources Group, Ltd. as part of the
archaeological investigations included (1) preparation of a research design; (2) a records and
literature review; (3) archaeological survey of a 25-acre area; (4) excavation of archaeological
materials at Site 14SH359 and screened shovel tests at Site 14SH351; (5) analysis of recovered
materials; (6) preparation of a report of findings in accordance with the Scope of Work; (7)
preparation of cultural materials for curation or return to the land owner (Appendix A).

Field research on the Phase III investigation was carried out between December 1-9, 1993.
Field work carried out during this time consisted of the excavation of screened shovel tests at Site
14SH351 and archaeological test units at Site 14SH359. The work was carried out by a
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four-person crew under the supervision of Mark Wagner. Tracey Sandefur analyzed the historic
artifacts from Site 14SH359, and Jim Snyder analyzed the historic artifacts from Site 14SH351.
Dr. Terrance J. Martin and Claire Fuller Martin, Illinois State Museum, analyzed the faunal
remains from Site 14SH359, and Kathryn E. Parker, Great Lakes Ecosystems, Indian River,
Michigan, analyzed the botanical remains from the site. Mark Wagner conducted the historical
research. The Phase II survey was conducted on April 26, 1994 by two crew members under the
supervision of W. Gordon Howe; Tracey Sandefur analyzed the historic artifacts, and final editing
was done by Bonita Rubach, Jim Snyder, and Jayette Bolinski. The research design of the project,
including the field and laboratory methods employed during the study, is explained in detail in

Chapter IV.







Chapter II: Environmental Setting

Mark J. Wagner

Introduction

The project area is located north of the Kansas River in Shawnee County, Kansas (Figure
1). This area is contained entirely within the Glaciated Region of northeastern Kansas, a dissected
drift plain bordered on the south by the Kansas River valley and on the west by the Flint Hills
(Mandel 1987:111-3).

Topography

The project area is situated geographically in the Glaciated Region of Kansas, a dissected
drift plain bordered on the south by the Kansas River valley and on the west by the Flint Hills
(Mandel 1987:I11-3). At least two ice sheets have previously invaded northeastern Kansas, leaving
a covering of glacial drift of unconsolidated till and loess of Pleistocene Age over much of the
terrain and in lower areas alluvium of more recent age. During the Kansan glaciation the area was
covered by a continental ice sheet that extended beyond the Kansas River. The advance of the ice
sheet scoured stream valleys and leveled uplands throughout the drift plain (Mandel 1987:111-3).

Hydrology

The Glaciated region is drained by the Missouri, Big Blue, Delaware, and Nemaha rivers
(Mandel 1987:111-5). These rivers flow southward, draining into the Kansas River which flows
eastward across Kansas, ultimately discharging into the Missouri River. Drainage within the
northern part of Shawnee County is provided by a series of small creeks including Soldier, Cross,
and Vermillion creeks which flow in a general southern direction to empty into the Kansas River.
Drainage within the southern part of the county is provided by a similar set of small creeks
including Mission, Middle, and Mill creeks that flow in a general northeast direction toward the
Kansas River.

Geology

The project area is contained within the only portion of Kansas that was covered with
continental ice sheets during the Pleistocene. Consequently, till deposits cap landforms, and these
deposits contain cobbles with sources to the north and east of the project area. Most noteworthy
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are cobbles of igneous and metamorphic rock (e.g., granite, basalt, babas, and quartzite) that do
not have naturally occurring outcrops of any significance in Kansas (except sedimentary quartzite)
(Tolstead and Swineford 1985).

The area is underlain by the Pennsylvanian System bedrock that is part of the Forest City
Basin (Branson 1962; Schoewe 1949). The basin encompasses northeastern Kansas, southeastern
Towa, and northwestern Missouri. It is composed of alternating layers of limestone, siltstone,
sandstone, shale, coal, and underclay. Sandstone occurs interbedded with limestone and shale in
channel deposits in Shawnee County (Buchanan 1984:53).

Soils

The soils on the floodplain, both north and south of Highway 24, containing Sites
14SH112 and 14SH359 are part of the Reading-Wabash association (Abmeyer and Campbell
1970). These are deep, well-drained to somewhat poorly drained floodplain and terrace soils with
a silty loam or silty clay subsoil. The soils consist entirely of Reading silt loams. These highly
productive fertile soils formed in moderately textured alluvium. A typical soil profile consists of
dark grayish-brown silty clay loam (0-14 in below surface (BS) ), dark brown silty clay loam (14-
40 in BS), brown silty clay loam (40-56 in BS), and yellowish brown silty clay loam (56-70 in
BS) (Abmeyer and Campbell 1970:16).

Pre-Settlement Vegetation

Both prairie and floodplain forests were present within Shawnee County at the time of the
establishment of the Potawatomi Reserve in the late 1840s (Mandel 1987:111-20). The bottomland
forest was confined to a corridor paralleling the Kansas River with the remainder of the county
covered by Bluestem prairie.

Information regarding the appearance of the natural environment within the immediate
vicinity of the current project area was obtained by consulting Government Land Office (GLO)
survey documents housed at the Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. These included
the field notebooks of the original government land office surveyors, Edward Wolcott, R.C.
Joseph, and H.S. Sleefler, who laid out the section lines in Township 2N, Range 2E of Shawnee
County in 1862 in accordance with the congressional land-survey system. GLO surveyors were
required to mark the position of all township, section, and quarter-section lines in relation to
witness trees, if in a wooded area, or by erecting a mound of dirt if in a prairie area. They also
were required to record the species, diameters, and distance from the section-line crossings of the
trees they used as bearing indicators or witness trees. At the end of each mile, surveyors recorded
the timber and undergrowth, described the topography, and rated the agricultural potential of the
soil. In addition, surveyors indicated where they crossed from prairie to woodland on the section
line which direction the woodland boundary extended (Hawes and Weir 1979:2). Surveyors
recorded the positions and sizes of all streams, rivers, swamps, rock outcrops, caves, stone
quarries, coal or peat beds, and major changes in topography (Moffat 1985:27). These survey
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notes were later used to construct maps that showed the location of prairies, woodlands, streams,
and other features within each township.

The surveyors' records indicate that the natural environment in the project areas consisted
of a combination of woods and prairie. Wooded areas were confined to the banks of Cross Creek.
Tree species used by the surveyors as witness trees that were summarized at the end of each mile
reveal that the overstory vegetation included oak, elm, walnut, willow, sycamore, cottonwood,
ash, hickory, red bud, mulberry, cherry, honey locust, lynn, and hackberry. The understory
consisted of hazel, grapevine, green briar, gooseberry, sumac, dogwood, plum, paw, grape vines,
and prickly ash (Appendix B).

The vegetation away from the creek banks was simply listed as "prairie." Although
individual plant species were not recorded by the surveyors, dominant flora probably consisted
of little and big Bluestem, switchgrass, Indian grass, and broom grass.

Land Use

Current land use within the project area is entirely agricultural. Both the survey area as
well as all three sites are located in what would have been prairie in 1862. All were under
cultivation during the fall of 1993 and early spring of 1994. As in 1862, wooded areas were
confined to the margins of Cross Creek.







Chapter III: Research Design and Methodology

Mark J. Wagner

Introduction

The following research design is guided by the contract objectives as presented in the
Scope of Work-and the level of proposed effort. In keeping with the primary objectives as stated
in the Scope of Work, this research focused on intensive documentary review (Phase I), the
location and assessment of cultural resources within a 25 acre channel realignment and levee
construction area (Phase II), and test excavations at Sites 14SH349, 14SH351, and 14SH359

(Phase III).
Phase I R is and Li Revi
This consisted of archival research into primary source material on the Potawatomi.
Archival Research

Research into primary documents associated with the Potawatomi was conducted at the
Kansas City branch of the National Archives, Kansas City, Missouri; the Jesuit Missouri Province
Archives, St. Louis, Missouri; Chicago Historical Society, Chicago, Illinois; Kansas State
Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas; Shawnee County Courthouse, Topeka, Kansas; Citizen Band
Potawatomi, Shawnee, Kansas; and Immaculate Conception Church, St. Mary's, Kansas.

The purpose of this research was to recover information on the kinship and social
relationships of the Laughton, Nadeau, and Hale families. This resulted in the recovery of a great
deal of previously unknown information regarding these families. In addition to this research,
numerous histories and other published documents were consulted for information relating to the
history of the Potawatomi (Clifton 1977; Edmunds 1978; Garraghan 1938; Herring 1990; Miner
and Unrau 1978; Murphy 1988).




Phase II Channel Alignment Survey

Prehistoric R i Desi

In its broadest sense, archaeological research focuses on how human populations adapted
to their particular environments and how the resulting cultural complexes changed through time
in response to changing environmental and social conditions. Cultural changes can be inferred
from the archaeological record with varying degrees of success through comparative analyses of
artifactual remains as manifested by technology, settlement/subsistence systems, human biology,
social organization, and ideology.

It is obvious that although surveys of the very small size (25 acres) of the current survey
may offer some information on settlement patterns (site locations) and possibly some limited
information on technology (chert procurement and stone tool production), other questions about
extinct cultural systems cannot be addressed. Therefore, a few general research considerations
were presented to guide the survey effort. Some propositions and questions which were to be
examined included the following:

1. Due to environmental and cultural factors, cultural affiliation will be indeterminate
for 70% of all prehistoric sites recorded.

2. If diagnostic cultural materials are recovered, they will represent previously
identified cultural phases within the Glaciated Region of northeastern Kansas.

3. Prehistoric site frequency within the floodplain will be low.

Prehistoric Site Types For the purposes of the survey, a site was defined as "a spatial
cluster of cultural features, items, or both" (Binford 1972:46). This definition applies to both

prehistoric and historic archaeological sites. Archaeological context may be defined by including
any of the following: soil staining, associated fire-cracked rock, ceramics, features, or a
concentration of materials within a reasonably definable spatial boundary.

Localities designated as sites may be differentiated further into site types. The following
prehistoric site type model (after Binford 1980:8-10) has been used successfully in the Midwest
(Moffat et al. 1985; Ray et al. 1984) and was used for site discussions and interpretations within
the project area.

Habitation Sites Habitation sites contain cultural deposits related to seasonal occupation
and may include subsurface features. Organic staining indicative of residential structures and
task-specific activities may be represented. Site size is moderate to extensive. Density of cultural
debris and diversity of artifact classes are moderate to large. Two kinds of habitation sites may
be defined.
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Residential Base Camp or Village These are the hubs of subsistence activities, the

locus out of which foraging parties originate and where most processing, manufacturing, and
maintenance activities take place (Binford 1980:9). Residential base camps may be manifested
in the archaeological record as large sites with a high artifact density and a wide diversity of tools
and other artifacts. Cultural features are usually present.

Field Camp A field camp is defined as a temporary operational center for a task
group that maintains itself while away from the residential base and may be expected to be further
differentiated according to the nature of the resources to be procured (Binford 1980:10). The task
groups may function to procure resources for social groups much larger than themselves; sites
may vary considerably, depending upon the size of the group and the nature of the tasks to be
performed. Subsurface features may be present.

Limited Activity Sites These contain no subsurface features or structures or cultural
deposits of substantial integrity related to seasonal occupation on the site. Organic staining is
absent. Site size is generally small and the area occupied for only a short period of time. Density
of cultural debris and diversity of artifact classes are limited severely due to the extractive nature
of the limited activity.

Isolated Find Spots These are sites that contain less than five artifacts. The sites are
interpreted as representing the location of lost or casually discarded artifacts. Evidence of
long-term utilization or occupation of the site area is not present.

Historic R h Desi

Historic archaeological sites located by the survey of the 13 acre parcel were treated
similar to prehistoric sites. Based on the historic background of the project area, two types of
historic sites were predicted to be potentially located within the project area.

Farmstead Complex Both mid-nineteenth century Metis and late-nineteenth to twentieth
century Euroamerican farmsteads were predicted to be potentially located in the project area.
Farmsteads typically consisted of a house and associated outbuildings. House structures were
either log or frame. The foundation was generally made of sandstone, limestone, or brick, and
was either a pier or full perimeter foundation. Outbuildings and " facilities that surrounded the
house structure within a 15 m radius included the smokehouse, cellar, well, cistern, and privy.

Farmsteads often contain a separate barnyard area located within a 200 m radius of the
domestic area. Structures and facilities in this area included the barn, corn crib, paddocks,
gardens, and fruit orchards (McCorvie et al. 1989). Located at an even greater distance from the
domestic area are the fields, pastures, hog lots, and other agricultural facilities of the farmstead.
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Artifacts that are present on farmsteads include nails and other construction materials;
brick; sandstone; limestone; earthenware; stoneware; window glass; bottles; canning jars; pressed
glass containers; metal objects; toys such as marbles, slate pencils and boards; pipes; buttons;
and various domestic items. Ceramics usually represent a sizable percentage of the total number
of artifacts with a larger ratio of earthenware to stoneware. A relatively high percentage of
earthenware is generally a good indicator of a habitation site. The quantity and quality of artifacts
reflect the economic status of the site.

Dump or Discard Locations These sites originate strictly for the purpose of depositing
refuse from other sites. Dump areas generally consist of larger objects such as worn-out

machinery parts, portions of demolished outbuildings, and large household items. Gullies,
ravines, or steep slopes are likely places for dumps. Smaller items such as broken ceramics are
often discarded closer to the activity area.

Methods

The 25 acre survey area located south of the railroad tracks and Highway 24 was surveyed
on April 26, 1994, using a combination of visual surface reconnaissance and shovel test
techniques. Visual surface reconnaissance was used as the primary method in those sections of
the survey area where ground surface visibility exceeded 25%. The survey areas had a linear
configuration and were surveyed by two crew members on parallel transects separated by 20 m
intervals. The survey area was freshly planted with corn and beans only a few inches high
offering 100% surface visibility.

Phase Il Test I .
Research Design

The primary significance of the test investigations at sites 14SH348, -351, and -359 lay
in their potential to provide data on Metis identity, ethnicity, and cultural persistence and
change. Metis identity and ethnicity have proven to be difficult subjects to define, let alone
investigate. Harrison (1984:15) has noted that the intermediary position of Metis groups between
Euroamerican and Native American societies created a negative identity: they were Metis
because they were not somebody else. In somewhat the same vein, Peterson (1978:55) has
suggested that Metis identity was derived from their intermediary position as cultural brokers
between Native American and European societies. The Metis magnified this symbolic role by
serving as guides, interpreters, mission employees, negotiators, spies, tribal business agents, as
well as other positions that allowed them to function as links between Native American and
European societies.

The concept of cultural brokers who mediate between an industrialized world-system and

local communities has become of increasing importance in historical studies of Native
American-Euroamerican relations in eastern North America in recent years (Clifton 1978;
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Hagedorn 1988; Page 1985; Richter 1988). The concept of cultural brokers was first articulated
by Wolf (1956) in a study of group relations in Mexico. Wolf defined cultural brokers as
individuals who in times of changing economic, social, and political relationships manipulate and
improve upon social ties between local communities and national institutions. Cultural brokers
mediate between community-oriented individuals who lack economic security and political
connections, and individuals and institutions that operate on a national level (Wolf 1956:1076).
Cultural brokers also use their skill in adapting to potential economic and political opportunities
as a means to improve their own status and power. Tensions between cultural brokers and more
traditional local community members can lead to conflicts between individuals, families, or
entire communities (Long 1975).

Richter (1988:40-41) has suggested that Native American and Euroamerican interpreters
who assisted in negotiations between the Five Nations of The Iroquois Confederacy and the
British Empire throughout the late seventeenth century were cultural brokers who represented
links between local political structures and the imperial powers of the modern world-system.
Often connected by a network of political, social, and kin ties to both sides, interpreters occupied
an intermediate position that allowed them to promote the aims of one side while at the same time
protecting the interests of the other. Hagedorn (1988:63) has similarly characterized interpreters
as cultural brokers, noting that their intermediate positions between European and Iroquoian
society provided them with a knowledge of the culture and customs of both groups that allowed
them to mediate negotiations between the two groups successfully.

Clifton (1977, 1978:18) has identified the Mission or Citizen Band Metis as representing
cultural brokers who mediated between their own Potawatomi kinsmen and the American
government in the early to mid nineteenth century. His negative characterization of the Citizen
Band and their activities, however, differs from the traditional anthropological portrayal of
cultural brokers as serving the interests of both groups (Wolf 1954). Clifton (1977:272-275)
viewed the relationship of the Metis to the Potawatomi an exploitational one in which the Metis
used their skills as intercultural brokers to serve their own interests (Clifton 1977:272-275).
When the Potawatomi was removed to western North America, the predatory Metis followed
them "like a school of pilot fish following a wounded shark" (Clifton 1977:282).

As the former residence of the Laughton (1848-1855) and Laughton-Nadeau (1855-1867)
families, both of whose Metis members functioned as intermediaries between the Potawatomi and
the federal government, site 14SH359 has the clear potential to provide detailed information on
the role of the Metis as cultural brokers within Potawatomi society. If Peterson's (1978:55)
definition of Metis identity as being associated with their intermediate position between the two
societies is correct, then this intermediate identity should be reflected in the material culture,
subsistence data, and use of space associated with Site 14SH359. For example, the Metis pattern
of Metis males marrying Native American women to expand their economic, family, social
connections should theoretically result in a combination of Euroamerican and Native American
artifacts, activities, and architecture at Metis household sites.
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Sites 14SH348 and 14SH351 have the potential to provide comparative data that can be
used in combination with that recovered from Site 14SH359 further to assess Metis ethnicity and
identity. Historical accounts of the Citizen Band Metis present maddeningly vague descriptions
of what must have been a very diverse society (Clifton 1977, 1978). It appears from these
accounts, however, that the Metis were distributed along a social and economic continuum. At
one end were families whose economic situation, material culture, and subsistence activities were
virtually indistinguishable from that of traditional Potawatomi household culture while at the
other end were highly acculturated, economically wealthy, and politically powerful families such
as the Nadeaus. The original Citizen Band owners/occupants of sites 14SH348 and 14SH351 were
John and Julia Hale, neither of whom appears to have achieved the importance nor wealth of the
Laughtons and Nadeaus. As such, both of these sites potentially could provide information on less
wealthy, possibly less acculturated, Citizen Band Metis that could be used to examine the full
range of social, economic, and other behaviors that made up Metis identity.

The identification of the Laughton family as the earliest occupants of Site 14SH359 is
extremely significant in terms of the project objectives regarding cultural persistence or change
among the Metis. In 1991 the Illinois State Museum conducted test excavations at a vandalized
historic archaeological site in northeastern Illinois that was located on a tract of land reserved for
Joseph Laughton and his mother Wais-ke-Shaw by the Camp Tippecanoe Treaty of October 20,
1832, between the United States and the Potawatomi (Fay 1971:76). The archaeological test
excavations at the Windrose site (11-Ka-381A) identified the remains of a probable log structure
and an early-nineteenth century artifact assemblage of mixed Euroamerican and Native American
artifacts consistent with involvement in the fur trade. The faunal assemblage, which contained
a high proportion of fur-bearing animals, also suggested that the site occupants were active in the
fur trade. The investigators concluded that the Windrose site represented the occupation of
Joseph Laughton and his mother from 1832 until 1836 when the land was sold. The Windrose
site data (Tankersley et al. 1992) represents a comparative collection that can be used in
conjunction with the data from Site 14SH359 to examine cultural change or persistence within
a single Metis family from the 1830s to 1860s. This data is available in a published form
(Tankersley et al. 1992).

Research Hypotheses The following specific research hypotheses were developed to
examine the research topics presented in the preceding section. The extent to which the various

hypotheses were examined, of course, was contingent on the types and quantities of archaeological
data recovered:

1) Metis identity as cultural brokers will be reflected in patterns of material culture,
subsistence activities, and spatial organization that reflect their role as mediators
between Native American and Euroamerican societies.

(2)  Although conforming to a basic pattern that reflects the intermediary role of the
Metis, archaeological materials recovered from Metis sites will exhibit a variation
that reflects the wide range in acculturation that characterized mid-nineteenth
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century Citizen Band Metis society.

(3)  Metis adaptability to changing social and economic conditions will be reflected
in a wide variation in material culture and subsistence patterns between the 1830s
Laughton household at the Windrose Site (11-Ka-318A) in Illinois and the
1848-ca.1867 Laughton/Nadeau household (Site 14SH359) in Kansas.

Methodology

The archaeological test investigations at Sites 14SH348, -351, and -359 were designed to
recover information on the spatial organization, material culture, and subsistence activities of
Citizen Band Metis households that could be used to examine identity, ethnicity, and
acculturation among the Metis. These investigations will be conducted in accordance with the
specifications presented in Exhibit 5 of the Project Scope of Work.

Burley et al. (1992:96-97, 121) have noted that Metis identity at sites in western Canada
is reflected by a continuous and unspecialized use of space that symbolizes the Metis perception
of themselves as part of nature. It was proposed that comparative data on this topic for the Citizen
Band Metis could be recovered through the implementation of controlled surface collections at
the three project sites. The purpose of the proposed controlled surface collections was to provide
information regarding the types of nineteenth century artifacts at the site, their horizontal
distribution, and variation in the frequencies and kinds of artifacts across the sites that potentially
represent the locations of subsurface cultural features. Low surface visibility at Sites 14SH351 and
14SH359, however, mandated the implementation of alternative strategies to recover the same
information. At Site 14SH359 the locations of artifacts observed on the surface were marked by
pin flags, with the artifacts then collected by the 5 m x 5 m grid unit in which they were
contained. Site limits were defined by excavating a series of 50 cm? units at 10 m intervals in a
grid pattern across the site. The purpose of these units was to recover information regarding the
horizontal and vertical distribution of materials across the site. The soil from each unit was
screened through 1/2 inch mesh. As will be discussed in Chapter VI, site 14SH351 was found
to represent an arbitrary section of an extremely light continuous scatter of artifacts on the
floodplain surface rather than an occupation or activity site. Only two artifacts were observed on
the floodplain surface in the recorded location of Site 14SH351. As such, investigations at the site
were limited to excavating a series of screened shovel tests across the site.

Larger units were excavated at Sites 14SH351 and 14SH359 following the completion of
the excavation of the 50 cm x 50 cm units. The location and size of the various units were based
on the information provided by the surface collections and test units. Each unit was excavated
with hand tools (i.e., shovels and trowels) in 10 cm arbitrary levels. The southwest corner of all
units at each site was recorded in relation to the site datum, with all measurements within each
unit taken from these corners using a line level and a hand held tape. This corner also was used
as a designator for the entire unit, with each unit assigned an individual number. The bottoms
and sides of these units were inspected and all soil zones recorded. The floor of each unit was
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troweled and mapped at a 1:20 scale at the base of each level if soil staining was present. If soil
staining was absent, a notation to that effect was recorded in the site notebook and a map was
not prepared. All fill from these units was passed through 1/2 inch mesh screen with a 10 liter
sample from each level passed through 1/4 inch mesh. Artifacts were collected by 10 cm level.
One five liter flotation sample was recovered from each level of each unit. Standard level forms
were filled out for each level excavated and at least one wall of each hand excavation unit was
profiled and photographed. If features were found, they were mapped on the level floor plans and
drawn on the unit profiles. In order to facilitate record keeping, hand units were identified by a
letter of the alphabet as well as by a site grid number. Similar procedures were used in the
excavation of subsurface features other than architectural features. Each feature was mapped in
plain view, cross section, and profile.

The procedures described in the above paragraph have been successfully used by the
contractor in the excavation of historical archaeological sites in Kansas (Wagner et al. 1988,
1992a, 1993), Illinois (McCorvie 1986; McCorvie et al. 1988; Wagner and McCorvie 1988,
1990), and Kentucky (Wagner et al. 1992b) and were employed in the present project. Our
experience has been that use of a 1/2 inch mesh screen to process site soils recovers virtually all
materials identifiable to type associated with historical occupations. While use of 1/4 inch
obviously increases the recovery rate of artifacts, the majority of this material is of such small
size that it cannot be identified beyond general material categories such as metal, glass,
whiteware, and so on, and does not add significantly to the examination of the historical
occupation at the site. Further, the processing of a sample of the unit and feature soils through
1/4 inch mesh as well as the collection of flotation soil samples provides a systematically
collected sample of any small materials (such as glass beads) that may pass through a 1/2 inch
mesh screen.

Detailed maps showing the location of grid and excavation units were prepared for two
sites using a transit stationed over a datum. The datums for all three sites were located in wooded
areas along the field margins to protect them from farming activities. In addition, the locations
of these datums were keyed into permanent features in the vicinity of each site so that the datums
could be re-established at a future date.

Laboratory Procedures

All artifacts were processed (washed, sorted, cataloged, and labeled) at the laboratory
facilities of American Resources Group, Ltd., in Carbondale, Illinois.

Native American-Manufactured Artifacts It was anticipated that prehistoric Native

American-manufactured lithic, ceramic, and bone materials could be recovered by the survey
of a 13 acre section of the project area. Historic period Native American lithic and ceramic
materials also potentially could have been recovered from any mid-nineteenth century Potawatomi
sites found in the survey area as well as by the excavations at Sites 14SH351 and 14SH359.
Archaeological excavations conducted at a mid-nineteenth century Potawatomi site (14SH315)
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contained in the same county as the project area recovered chert flakes, a chert projectile point,
modified cobbles, and ceramic figurines in association with Euroamerican artifacts (Reynolds
1987:61- 99). Similarly, excavation of the early nineteenth century Potawatomi component at
the Windrose site in Illinois recovered Native American manufactured stone smoking pipes, a
possible stone gaming piece, a clay bead, shell beads, a bone gaming piece, and a drilled hog
mandible (Tankersley et al. 1992).

A major goal of the archaeological test investigations at Sites 14SH351 and 14SH359, was
to assess cultural persistence or change among the Potawatomi during the nineteenth century. The
proportions and types of both Native American and Euroamerican manufactured artifacts
recovered at these two sites were compared with each other and with the published data from the
Windrose site in Illinois (Tankersley et al. 1992).

Both prehistoric and historic Native American manufactured materials were separated into
functional categories and recognized type names applied where appropriate. Lithic artifacts were
separated into the following tool types developed by Wagner et al. (1989) for use at the
McPherson site (14Lv357) which also was located within the Glaciated Region of northeastern
Kansas:

Groundstone

1. Cobble Tools These artifacts are nothing more than alluvial or glacial
cobbles that were used with little or no prior modification. Commonly, these tools are
igneous/metamorphic cobbles that were used as hammers, anvils, manos, metates, or a
combination of functions. Battered, crushed, pitted, and/or smooth surfaces identify these cobbles
as tools.

2. Unmodified Cobbles Intact cobbles that do not possess traces of use
are placed in this category.

3. Sandstone Abraders Other raw materials (e.g., limestone, quartzite)
were used to manufacture abraders, but sandstone is the most common. Abraders come in two
basic types: grooved (slotted) and flat. The latter type is simply a piece of sandstone with one or
more flat or shallow concaved surfaces that were used for grinding or polishing.

4, Formal Groundstone Tools These artifacts are easily identified as tools
because of their distinctive shapes and polished surfaces. Axes, pipes, and pendants are examples
of these tools.

5. Minerals Galena (lead ore) and limonite and hematite (iron ore) are
minerals that are frequently recovered from sites. These materials were converted into tools,
ornaments, and pigments. Other unusual minerals (e.g., quartz crystals, mica, pipestone) also
belong in this category.
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6. Cracked Rock Nonchert rock debris that is not a tool fragment or a
mineral (see above) is placed in this category. Cracked rock usually represents cobbles and/or
chunks of local bedrock that were employed in heating and cooking activities.

7. Pecbbles Small (less than 5 cm in length) alluvial or glacial pebbles of
any raw material (except minerals) are placed in this category. Specimens greater than 5 cm in
length should be placed in the unmodified cobble category or the primary form category (see
below).

Chipped Stone

1. Primary Forms This category contains unmodified chert cobbles,
nodules, and blocks. Specimens smaller than 5 cm in length should be placed in the unmodified
pebble category. Specimens that have had one or two flakes detached are cobbles and should be
placed in the core category (see below).

2. Decortication Flakes Any complete or nearly complete flake with
cortex across all or part (i.e., 50% or greater) of its dorsal surface is considered a decortication
flake. These flakes are the first series of flakes removed from a nodule or cobble during the
manufacture of chipped stone implements.

3. Tertiary Flakes Any flake or flake fragment with less than 50% cortex,
a bulb of percussion, and platform that does not exhibit lipping or multiple facets is a tertiary
flake. Tertiary flakes can be flake blanks detached from cores (multidirectional or bipolar) or
flakes generated during early to mid-stage biface production.

4. Biface Thinning and Resharpening Flakes These flakes exhibit

attributes indicating their removal during the final stages of biface production or maintenance.
The striking platform is a minute portion of the edge of the biface and thus possesses multiple
facets. Lipping of the platform is common as is grinding. The dorsal surface is usually covered
with numerous overlapping flake scars, and the curvature of the flake tends to be greater than the
curvature of tertiary flakes.

5. Bladelets Linear flakes that are twice as long as they are wide and show
evidence of sequential removal from a prepared core are placed in this category. Typically,
bladelets possess 1-3 flake scars that run parallel to each other down the length of the bladelet's
dorsal surface.

6. Shatter Shatter includes chunks, small splinters, and flake fragments
which exhibit no striking platform or bulb of percussion. Shatter is produced during stone tool
manufacture, particularly if (1) poor quality (e.g., internal fractures) lithic material is used, (2)
bipolar reduction is employed, and (3) lithic items are intensively reworked and recycled.
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7. Cores A core is any cobble or piece of chert from which one or more
flakes have been removed but that has not been shaped into a tool or used extensively for a task
other than that of a nucleus from which flakes have been struck. Three basic core types are
freehand (multidirectional), bipolar, and blade (or bladelet).

8. Bifaces A biface can be defined as a flake or cobble that has had
multiple flakes removed from dorsal and ventral surfaces. Bilateral symmetry and a lenticular
cross-section are common attributes; however, these attributes vary with the stages of production
as do thickness and uniformity of the edge. Included in this category are all bifacial flaked tools
such as projectile points, drills, formal scrapers, and preforms.

9. Formal Flake Tools or Unifaces Unifaces are formalized tools that have been

formed by the removal of a series of flakes from at least two edges of one flake face. Unifaces
are patterned tools that were manufactured for specific tasks and were designed to be maintained
(resharpened) and reused. The most common form of uniface recovered from sites is the
endscraper.

10. Informal Flake Tools These tools are utilized and retouched flakes. They
represent simple tools that were employed in a variety of tasks with little to no prior
modification.

Chert types for all chipped artifacts were identified using a comparative collection of
Kansas cherts that was assembled during the investigation of the McPherson Site (14Lv357) in
1988 (Wagner et al. 1989). This collection is housed at the laboratory facilities of American
Resources Group, Ltd., in Carbondale, Illinois.

Ceramics

It was anticipated that both prehistoric and historic period Native American ceramics could
be recovered from the project area. The Potawatomi, for example, are known to have
manufactured grit-tempered ceramics during the historic period (Skinner 1924). Additionally,
sand-tempered ceramics recovered at Site 14SH506 in Shawnee County have been suggested to
be Potawatomi in origin (Rohn and Maline 1981).

All ceramic vessel fragments were analyzed and separated into types on the basis of
temper, surface treatment, and decorative attributes. Information regarding vessel wall thickness
was obtained by measuring all of the rims sherds. Vessel wall thickness was determined on the
basis of two measurements taken on the thinnest and thickest points of each sherd. A hand caliper
accurate to 0.1 mm was used to obtain these measurements. The ceramic assemblage was sorted
into sherd types using the point of origin of the sherd on the vessel as a criterion. Four sherd
types were defined: rims (vessel lip present); necks (decoration, recurvature, or part of the vessel
shoulder present); body (thin undecorated sherds); and basal (thick sherds exhibiting abrasion
or wear). Rim and neck sherds were used to define the ceramic vessel types contained within each
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wear type. The correct orientation for each rim was determined by placing the sherd against a
horizontal surface and manipulating the sherd until the sherd was flush with the horizontal
surface. The resultant rim profiles revealed to what extent vessel forms such as jars, bowls,
plates, pans, or other vessel forms were represented in the assemblage. The data from the
ceramic analysis was used to determine if the ceramics recovered by the archaeological
investigations correspond to previously defined prehistoric ceramic types for eastern Kansas
(O'Brien 1984) or whether they represent "Colono-Ware" ceramics similar to those documented
at other mid to late nineteenth century Native American sites (Wallis 1984). In the case of
ceramics suspected to be of Potawatomi manufacture, direct comparisons were made with the
ceramics recovered from Site 14SHS06 if these materials were available for inspection.

Euroamerican-Manufactured Artifacts Euroamerican-manufactured objects were

anticipated to be recovered from both Potawatomi and Euroamerican sites in the project area. Past
archaeological investigation of Potawatomi sites in both Kansas (Reynolds 1987) and Illinois
(Tankersley et al. 1984) has shown that these sites contain a very high proportion of
Euroamerican items. Items generally indicative of a Native American as opposed to an
Euroamerican occupation, and, which may be used to distinguish between these occupations
include brass bracelets, hawk bells, metal arrow points, cut sheet brass, brass kettles, silver rings,
silver brooches, silver earrings, cut silver, and glass trade beads (Reynolds 1987; Tankersley et
al. 1992; Quimby 1963). All of these artifact types recovered by the investigations were
subsumed within the functional categories first established by South (1977) to analyze
Euroamerican manufactured materials recovered by the investigation.

All of the Euroamerican artifacts were separated first into three major classes--ceramic,
glass, and metal. Subclasses were then defined within each major class. Material noted in the
field but not collected was also identified. This fourth class of artifacts consisted of construction
materials other than ceramic, glass, and metal and included such materials as cement, brick, and
sandstone. These classes were used to describe and quantify material and to aid in determining
site type as well as the date of occupation of each site.

In addition, each artifact was attributed to a particular functionally related category
following South (1977). It should be noted that this same procedure has been used successfully
in the analysis of historic period Native American occupations in Oklahoma (Wallis 1984). The
categories to be used in the present study include: (1) kitchen (tablewares, preserved food
containers and associated elements, and cooking utensils); (2) household (furniture parts,
figurines, lamp parts, mirror fragments, brass kettles, and non-food related bottle and jars); (3)
clothing (buttons, trade beads, shoe parts, hook-and-eye parts, straight pins, hawk bells, and
brooches); (4) personal (pipes, toys, combs, rings, bracelets, and earrings) ; (5) arms (gun parts,
ammunition, metal arrow heads); (6) transportation (wagon and carriage parts, harness and
saddle parts, horseshoes and farriers nails); (7) architectural (window glass, nails, hardware, and
daub); (8) other (items that are potentially identifiable but cannot be identified at the present
time); and (9) unidentifiable (all items that are too poorly preserved or too fragmentary to be
identified as to function).
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Ceramics The ceramic artifacts were initially identified according to ware type such as
whiteware, ironstone, porcelain, and stoneware. These wares are differentiated on the basis of
paste color, paste texture, glaze, and decoration, attributes generally recognized as temporal
indicators for historic ceramics.

Whiteware and Ironstone Because of their similar paste composition and glaze
color, whiteware and ironstone are often difficult to separate. Therefore, for this analysis

ironstone was defined as a highly fired refined white-pasted ware. Whiteware, although refined,
is fired at a much lower temperature and therefore more porous. Ironstone wares can be easily
separated from whiteware by the lack of porosity, indicated in touching the sherd in question to
the tongue. Whiteware will stick slightly to the wet surface of the tongue whereas ironstone
wares will not.

Porcelain Porcelain is an extremely hard, fine-grained, nonporous, and usually
translucent white ceramic ware which has been fired at high temperatures. Because it is both
difficult and expensive to produce, the market for porcelain was relatively small during the early
and mid-nineteenth century. It did not become popular in the United States until Germany and
Austria began to produce relatively inexpensive porcelain after 1875 (Haskell 1981:23). It finally
came into common use after the American porcelain industry began producing even less
expensive, and hence, more marketable wares after 1890 (Ketchum 1983:13).

Stoneware Stoneware is "an ordinary earthenware fired at a temperature high
enough partially to vitrify the ingredients and make the ware impervious to liquids" (Hughes
1963:89). The pastes of these wares are generally cream to gray or brown in color although much
variation can occur even within a single vessel. This color variation is largely due to uneven
firing within the kiln. Salt was often added during the firing to produce a glaze which gave the
surface of a salt-glazed vessel the appearance of a granular texture similar to that of an orange
peel. The gloss of the glaze depended on the amount of salt used: the more salt that was added,
the higher the shine and vice versa. Various slips were also used to decorate stoneware vessels.
These slips were thin mixtures of water and colored clays which when fired imparted a uniform
color to the vessel. Two or more slips were often applied to the same vessel to produce a more
omnate decoration. Stonewares are generally nondiagnostic as temporal indicators; however, the
mass-produced brown Albany and white Bristol slipped stoneware was very popular during the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, whereas the locally made salt-glazed wares were
increasingly in less demand during the last half of the nineteenth century (Ketchum 1983).

Temporal Indicators Decorative treatments and motifs also were noted for all the
ceramic wares and, where possible, temporal periods were assigned. Mean Ceramic Dates were
calculated utilizing South's (1977:217) formula and the temporal ranges. This procedure is based
on the known period of manufacture of each ceramic type within the sample, with the midpoint
between the beginning and the end of manufacture considered as the median manufacture date
(South 1977:202). The Mean Ceramic Date for an assemblage is calculated by multiplying the
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median date of a ceramic decoration by the number of sherds of that type. The sum of all the
types present within the assemblage are added together with the summation being divided by the
total number of sherds to produce the Mean Ceramic Date (South 1977:217-218).

Glass Glass artifacts were classified into one of several categories: (1) whole and
fragmented bottles and jars; (2) pressed glass which included, in this case, tableware and canning
jar lid liners; and (3) miscellaneous categories of glass which included lantern glass and furniture
glass.

Bottles and Jars Bottle glass was analyzed largely according to Deiss's (1981)
study of a chronology of American glass and included both intact and fragmented bottles and jars.
Bottle glass was further identified as to method of manufacture. Bottle manufacturing methods
changed rapidly through the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and in many cases the new
methods and designs were patented. This enables accurate dates to be assigned to many bottles
and jars from an analysis of style and method of manufacture. Rogers et al. (1988) have adapted
South's (1977) ceramic formula to diagnostic elements of whole and fragmentary bottles and jars.
Again, this procedure is based on the known period of manufacture of each diagnostic bottle type
within the sample, with the midpoint between the beginning and the end of manufacture again
being considered as the median date. The mean bottle date for an assemblage is calculated by
multiplying the median date of a diagnostic element by the number of fragments of that type. The
sum of all types present within the assemblage is then added together with the summation being
divided by the total number of items used in the calculation to produce the mean bottle date for
that site.

Glass bottles were further identified as to functional type such as food preservation and
medicine, soft drink, or alcohol containers. Bottle part, color, embossing, and manufacturer's
marks were also noted.

Pressed Glass Pressed glass was analyzed according to Deiss's (1981) study of
American glassware especially in regard to nineteenth and early- twentieth century manufacturing
techniques. Unfortunately, pressed glass has long, nondiscrete known periods of manufacture.
Its use is therefore limited as an aid in identifying occupation dates. Pressed glass was further
identified as to functional type (i.e., tableware and lid liners), vessel part (if applicable), and
color . . .

Miscellaneous Glass In this study, miscellaneous glass includes both lantern glass
and furniture glass. As with pressed glass, the long known periods of manufacture and/or use of
these artifacts preclude the usefulness of this subclass of artifacts in dating the occupation of a
site. The chief value of the identification of functionally related glass such as lantern glass within
an assemblage is as an aid in determining site types.

Metal Metal artifacts were classified according to material of manufacture (i.e., zinc,
aluminum, brass, and iron) and specific function. If pertinent (e.g., metal trade items such as
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rings, bracelets, kettles, earrings, and so on), the method of manufacture also was noted when
possible. Metal artifacts with long known periods of manufacture, such as zinc canning jar lids
and square nails, are of little use as temporal indicators. They are, however, useful in
determining site type.

Other As noted earlier, this artifact class consisted of construction materials such as
brick, limestone, mortar, slate, and daub. In addition, heating coal and the resultant cinders and
clinkers are also considered in this artifact class. Other functionally related artifacts include bone
utensil handles (kitchen), bone buttons (clothing), gun flint (arms), and transportation (harness
leather). Prehistoric material (if recovered from a historic context) also was included in this
artifact class.

Curation

The recovered artifacts are being curated temporarily at the facilities of American
Resources Group, Ltd., in Carbondale, Illinois. This allows for accessibility to materials during
the analysis and report writing phases. In accordance with the Project Scope of Work, all maps,
field notes, and other documents will be submitted to the Kansas State Historic Society, Topeka,
Kansas, for permanent curation. A copy of American Resources Group, Ltd.'s, curation
agreement with that institution is contained in Appendix C. The artifacts will either be curated
at the Kansas State Historic Society or, in accordance with Section 7 of the Project Scope of
Work (Appendix A; Appendix A, Exhibit 12), returned to the individual landowners if the
landowners so desire. Landowners include: Peggy Navarre Plantamura owner of Site 14SH359,
with Duane Parr being the tenant farmer; the Unified School District #321; and William Righter
owner of Site 14SH351.
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Chapter IV: Archaeological and Historical Background

Mark J. Wagner
Introduction

Contemporary approaches to cultural resource management emphasize the importance of
placing archaeological and historic properties in contexts that include a broad range of related
properties classified into defined property types. A historic context is a theoretical construct
defined as " . . . an organizational format that groups information about related historic properties
based on a theme, geographic limits, and chronological period" (Federal Register 1983:44718).

The Office of Archaeological Research of the Museum of Anthropology of the University
of Kansas has addressed the planning requirements of the federal preservation laws and regulations
by developing the Kansas Prehistoric Archaeological Preservation Plan (Brown and Simmons
1987). The Preservation Plan divided Kansas into ten natural geographic study units based on
physiographic subprovinces. The Rossville area is contained within the Glaciated Region of
northeastern Kansas. Prehistoric sites within the study unit are further classified by general
temporal periods and regional phases or complexes where these have been defined. These cultural
and temporal entities, which can serve as historic contexts, are discussed in more detail below.

Prehistoric Archacological C

The regionally applicable prehistoric cultural sequence developed thus far for the Glaciated
Region of northeastern Kansas is divided into the following periods: Paleoindian (10,000-6,000
B.C.), Archaic (6,000-1,000 B.C.), Early Ceramic (A.D. 1-900), Middle Ceramic (A.D.
900-1,500), Late Ceramic (A.D. 1500-1825), and Reservation Period (A.D. 1825-1900) (Brown
and Simmons 1987; O'Brien 1984).

Paleoindian occupations in the Glaciated Region of northeastern Kansas are represented
by the recovery of distinctive Clovis, Folsom, Plano, Hell Gap, and Meserve/Dalton projectile
points as isolated specimens from site surfaces or from gravel and sand bars (Brown and Brown
1987:1X-18; O'Brien 1984:27-37). Only two Paleoindian sites in Kansas have been investigated,
and information regarding this period is mainly based on archaeological excavations in other
states. The Llano (10,000-9,000 B.C.) complex is characterized by an economy based on the
hunting of large herd animals and the possible collecting of plant foods. Llano social groups
probably consisted of small bands of 25 or 30 people who followed a pattern of nomadic or
semi-nomadic existence (O'Brien 1984:35). The succeeding Folsom complex (9,000-8,000 B.C.)
is represented by the association of fluted projectile points with extinct forms of fauna such as
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Bison antiqus, Equus sp., and Camelops. The 12-Mile Creek site, at which a possible Folsom
projectile point was found in association with fossil bison remains, is the only site from this
complex yet investigated in Kansas (Brown and Brown 1987:1X-9-12; O'Brien 1984:28-29). The
Plano period (8,000-6,000 B.C.) is characterized by an increase in the number and diversity of
projectile points, the development of highly effective hunting techniques, and evidence of a
mixed hunting and foraging economy (O'Brien 1984:32). Extinct forms of bison are associated
with the earliest Plano complexes with modern fauna associated with all Plano complexes by
7,000 B.C. (Brown and Brown 1987:IX-12). Evidence of mass bison kills in which bison were
surrounded and killed or driven off steep embankments to their death occur during this period.
O'Brien (1984:33) suggests that because of the amount of labor needed to implement mass bison
kills, Plano society was probably organized on a band level with individual endogamous bands
probably numbering 75-100 people. The Meserve/Dalton complex (8,000-7,000 B.C.) in Kansas
is associated primarily with the wooded habitats of the eastern part of the state. Subsistence
economies during this period consisted of the exploitation of seasonally available faunal and floral
resources. Settlement patterns are suggested to have included base camps and special activity
sites contained with large areal territories (O'Brien 1984:36).

Archaic occupations documented for the Glaciated Region of northeastern Kansas include
the Black Vermillion (3,700-2,900 B.C.) and Nebo Hill (2,000-1,000 B.C.) phases (Brown
1987¢:XTV-1). Culturally diagnostic artifacts associated with the Black Vermillion phase include
triangular basal or corner notched points and lanceolate points similar to those of the Nebo Hill
phase; subsistence activities are suggested to have been characterized by a diffuse economy that
included the hunting and gathering of a variety of wild food resources. Sites are located on
terraces above well-established streams (Brown 1987¢:XIV-4). Nebo Hill phase (2,000-1,000
B.C.) subsistence activities are thought to have included the hunting and gathering of wild foods
as well as the possible cultivation of squash and the bottle gourd. Culturally diagnostic artifacts
associated with this phase include the Nebo Hill point type and fiber tempered ceramics. The
settlement pattern is suggested to have consisted of large warm weather sites in the uplands and
smaller cold weather sites in the lowlands; ridge top cemeteries also occur (Brown
1987b: XIII-3).

Early Ceramic (A.D. 1-1000) complexes in the Glaciated Region of northeastern Kansas
include the Valley variant, Kansas City Hopewell variant, Deer Creek phase, Wakarusa phase,
Grasshopper Falls phase, and an unnamed Kansas City Late Woodland phase (Brown
1987c:XIV-1). The Valley complex (50 B.C.-A.D. 400) is the earliest known Plains Woodland
manifestation; it may also be related to Kansas City Hopewell (Brown 1987¢:XIV-19). The
settlement pattern consists of large villages adjacent to stream confluences with ancillary camps
located along smaller streams above these villages. Other site types include limestone
construction burial mounds that contain evidence of social stratification and possible human
sacrifice (O'Brien 1984:48). Subsistence activities included both the hunting of large mammals
such as the bison and smaller game as well as possible agriculture. Kansas City Hopewell (A.D.
1-750) sites are located along the Missouri River in northeast Kansas and northwest Missouri and
along the lower Kansas River and its tributaries (Brown 1987c:XIV-7). Kansas City Hopewell
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has been interpreted as having its origin in the Hopewellian complexes of the eastern United
States, with Hopewellian peoples from Illinois migrating up the Missouri River to the Kansas City
area (O'Brien 1984:45, 48; Wedel 1943). Other researchers have suggested that rather than an
actual migration from Illinois, indigenous Middle Woodland groups in the Kansas City area may
have been interacting with and influenced by Hopewellian groups to the east (Johnson
1979:86-93). Ceramic motifs include such Illinois Hopewellian design elements as crosshatching,
punctations, dentate and rocker stamping, nodes, and incised lines (Brown 1987c:XIV- 8). The
settlement pattern consists of large (1-6 ha) villages located along the tributaries of the Missouri
River with smaller (<1 ha) camps located above the villages. Burial mounds consisting of
earthen mounds covering central stone construction vaults are located above the village sites
(Johnson 1979:87). Subsistence activities included the cultivation of maize, squash, and marsh
elder combined with a hunting-foraging economy.

Sites of the Grasshopper Falls phase (A.D. 500-1000) are located along river drainages
in the glaciated area of northeastern Kansas with small groups of oval houses located upon the
terraces of tributary streams. External hearths and shallow pits are located adjacent to the
structures (Brown 1987c:XIV 23-24). Subsistence activities included the hunting of large and
small game animals and the collection of wild plant foods. Ceramics consist of grit-tempered
wares with cordmarked and smoothed surfaces; vessel types include medium to large jars with
thickened conoidal bases and smaller globular vessels (Brown 1987¢:XIV 25). O'Brien (1984:45)
suggests that the Grasshopper Falls phase succeeds the earlier Valley phase and may represent
an addition by indigenous groups of eastern Woodland elements to an Archaic lifestyle.

The Wakarusa (A.D. 1-1000) and Deer Creek phases (A.D. 1-750) as presently defined
are limited to the Wakarusa River drainage in the southern part of the Glaciated Region and the
northern part of the Osage Cuestas (Brown 1987c:XIII-22). The Wakarusa phase settlement
pattern consists of isolated houses located on slight rises on small terraces above small streams;
houses consist of wattle and daub covered pole structures. Mortuary patterns are unknown.
Ceramics consist of grit- and sand-tempered jars with widely spaced vertical cordmarking.
Subsistence activities consisted of the hunting and collecting of wild animal and plant foods. The
Wakarusa phase is interpreted as an indigenous development out of the preceding Archaic
cultures; its disappearance may be due to development into the later Plains Village or Plains
Woodland cultures (Brown 1987b:XIII-22). Deer Creek phase sites are situated on terraces along
small streams. Mortuary patterns and structure types are unknown. Ceramics associated with this
phase consist of thick grit-tempered pottery similar to that of the Wakarusa phase. Subsistence
patterns are suggested to have consisted of the hunting and gathering of wild food resources. Deer
Creek phase lithics are similar to those of the Wakarusa phase with the addition of small
corner-notched arrow points. The later Plains Woodland and Plains Village cultures are suggested
to have developed out of the Deer Creek phase (Brown 1987b:XIII-25).

An unnamed Late Woodland phase (A.D. 700-900) has been defined for northeastern
Kansas on the basis of the similarity of materials recovered from a surface context that have been
dated to A.D. 695 and A.D. 820 in the Kansas City area (Brown 1987¢:XIV-29). This phase is
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suggested to have developed out of the preceding Kansas City Hopewell phase; its eventual
disappearance is attributed to its development into the later Plains Village cultures. The settlement
pattern consists of small sites of one or two houses located along major tributary streams of the
Kansas and Missouri rivers; site types are suggested to have included both hunting and gathering
camps and farmsteads. Culturally diagnostic materials include granite and grog-tempered
cordmarked or smoothed subconical jars. Projectile points include small triangular and lanceolate
stemmed or corner-notched artifacts. The subsistence economy consisted of the hunting and
gathering of wild foods (Brown 1987¢:XIV- 29-32).

Middle Ceramic cultures in the Glaciated Region of northeastern Kansas include the
Steed-Kisker, Nebraska, Smoky Hill, and Pomona variants (Brown 1987c:XIV-1). The
Steed-Kisker variant (A.D. 1000-1250) shows strong Mississippian influence and has been
variously interpreted as representing an actual migration from the Cahokia site (O'Brien
1984:58) or the result of Mississippian interaction with an indigenous Central Plains group.
O'Brien (1978:15-17) has suggested that the settlement pattern consists of single or multiple
family farmsteads comprised of a habitation structure and associated trash and storage areas,
family cemeteries represented by bluff top burial mounds located adjacent to the habitation sites,
storage sites located near agricultural fields or natural resource areas, and hunting and butchering
camps. The subsistence economy included the raising of agricultural plants such as corn, beans,
squash, and sunflower with wild plants of minor importance; bison and deer were important food
animals (O'Brien 1984:57). Steed-Kisker habitations include semi-subterranean earth lodges with
extended entrance ramps, earth lodges without entrance ramps, and Mississippian-like wall trench
structures (Brown 1987c¢:XIV-33). Ceramics associated with the Steed-Kisker complex show
evidence of external influence in the form of Southeastern Ceremonial complex motifs including
the weeping eye, cross, and sunburst motifs (O'Brien 1984:58). Ramey incised ceramics and
polished black vessels suggestive of Cahokian ceramics have also been recovered from
Steed-Kisker sites (Brown 1987c:XIV-33). Vessel types include shell-tempered jars, bowls, and
water bottles. Diagnostic projectile point types include small side- and basal-notched arrow
points. The Steed-Kisker phase has an end date of approximately A.D. 1250. Various
interpretations for the disappearance of this culture include migration out of the area (O'Brien
1984:4), extinction, or absorption by other Central Plains groups (Brown 1987c:XIV-34-35).

The Nebraska and Smoky Hill variants comprise part of what is known as the Central
Plains tradition (Brown 1987c:XIV-44). These variants exhibit characteristics reflective of a
similar lifestyle including the Plains earth lodge, a square semi-subterranean structure with a
central fire place and four large support posts (O'Brien 1984:59). In Kansas, Nebraska variant
(A.D. 1050-1425) sites are found along the Missouri River and its larger tributaries in the
glaciated region of northeastern Kansas. Site types and the intensity of occupation at sites vary.
Isolated earth lodges are spaced about 1 km apart along drainages, while sites with from 3 to 10
earth lodges are spaced several miles apart. Mortuary patterns consist of communal interment in
ossuaries. Agriculture was an important part of the economy; crops included maize, beans, and
squash. Wild plant food collecting and hunting were also means of obtaining food, and families
are believed to have gone on seasonal bison hunts (Brown 1987c:XIV-44). The ceramic
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assemblage is fairly complex with grit and shell tempered subtypes that contain a variety of
vessel forms and rim treatments (Brown 1987c:XIV-46).

The Smoky Hills variant (A.D. 900-1500) of the Central Plains culture is centered in
north central Kansas in the upper Kansas River and the lower Republican, Solomon, and Smoky
Hill River drainages. Sites consist of isolated houses, small hamlets of three to four houses, and
larger semi-permanent villages. Mortuary patterns consist of the interment of extended or flexed
burials in earthen mounds. Structures consist of square to rectangular earth lodges with central
fireplaces, extended entrance ways, and interior support posts. Subsistence activities consisted
of agriculture, hunting, and the collection of wild plants. Both shell and sand-tempered wares are
represented in the ceramic assemblage; vessel forms include jars and bowls.

The Pomona variant (A.D. 960-1430) primarily is located in the Osage Cuestas region of
Kansas but is also known from the Glaciated Region, Osage Cuestas, Chautauqua Hills, and
Cherokee Lowlands (Brown 1987b:XIII-38). It appears to represent an indigenous development
from preceding Woodland cultures in southeastern and east central Kansas (Witty 1981). The
settlement pattern is characterized by sites containing either one house or one to three houses
located on low elevation stream and river terraces and floodplains; bluff top sites also have been
reported (Brown 1987a:XI1-37). Houses are dissimilar to those of the Central Plains tradition,
being light construction pole structures rather than earth lodges. Subsistence patterns consisted
of the cultivation of maize, squash, sunflower, and beans; hunting of large game animals
including bison; and the collection of wild plant foods. Four phases (Clinton, Wolf Creek, May
Brook, and Apple Valley) have been defined within the Pomona variant on the basis of variation
within the lithic and ceramic assemblages. The disappearance of the Pomona phase at ca. A.D.
1450 is not well understood. It has been suggested, however, that descendants of the Pomona
variant will be found in northeastern Kansas or southeastern Nebraska (Brown 1987b:XIII-37).

Two Late Ceramic cultures, Oneota and Kansa, are defined for the Glaciated Region with
the historic Kansa believed to be lineal descendants of the prehistoric Oneota peoples in
northeastern Kansas. Oneota/Kansa settlement patterns consist of large and small villages located
on terraces along major rivers and streams; houses consisted of earth lodges and bark-covered
rectangular houses (Brown 1987c:XIV-52). Mortuary patterns included the interment of
individuals on bluff tops or terraces in extended or flexed positions in limestone construction
graves when this material was available. Subsistence patterns consisted of growing beans, maize,
and squash; communal bison hunting; small game hunting; and wild plant collecting (Brown
1987¢:XIV-53). Culturally diagnostic material included shell-tempered globular vessels with plain
or incised and trailed decoration on the shoulders. Historic European trade materials are
occasionally recovered in association with Oneota materials. In Kansas, the regional Oneota
culture is believed to have developed into the historic Kansa who inhabited the state during the
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The Kansa were removed to Oklahoma in 1873 (Brown
1987c:XIV-52-53).
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Historic C

In recent years the Secretary of the Interior has placed increasing emphasis on the
development of local or regional historic contexts that provide a rational framework through
which the significance of cultural properties such as historical archaeological sites can be
evaluated (Federal Register 1983). A historic context is "a body of information about historic
properties organized by theme, place, and time ... a context may be based on one or a series
of events or activities, patterns of community development, or associations with the life of a
person or a group of persons that influenced the destiny and character of a region ... contexts
may be organized according to broad patterns of development and general periods of time, such
as early settlement or community development in the 19th century” (U.S. Department of the
Interior, National Park Service, Interagency Resources Division 1986:7).

The Secretary of the Interior has published standards and guidelines that establish historic
context as the foundation of the preservation planning process and a framework through which
decisions about the National Register eligibility of individual cultural properties could be made.
Historic context can be used to determine the significance of cultural properties and to guide
decisions regarding survey methods, protection strategies, and preservation activities. Historic
contexts are dynamic constructs that can and should be revised as new information is gathered
and new site types identified (USDI/NPS/IRD 1986:8).

Historic contexts are linked with historic archaeological sites through the concept of
"property type." A property type is a "grouping of properties based on a set of shared physical
or associative characteristics. Physical characteristics may relate to structural forms, architectural
styles, building materials or site types . .. a property type may include a variety of buildings
or may be based on distinguishable structural types or functions” (USDI/NPS/IRD 1983:8).

The determination of whether individual property types within a particular area, meet the
National Register criteria should be based on a consideration of the relationship of the property
type to the historic context of the region. The historic context can maximize existing information
and data about a region, point out gaps in information regarding the region, and organize data
and evaluation criteria in a useful manner. By viewing property types in relation to historic
context, focusing on those properties with the potential to provide data on areas where information
is lacking is possible, and avoid repetitive research on similar property types (USDI/NPS/IRD
1986:10).

State Guideli Historic C

Guidelines for the evaluation of the NRHP significance of historical archaeological sites

are presented in the Kansas Preservation Plan Section on Historical Archaeology (Lees 1989).

Modeled after the National Park Service's Resource Protection Planning Process (RP3), the plan
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offers study units, cultural units, themes, and research questions for the investigation of the
state's past. As stated in that document, for a site to be significant it must be demonstrated that
the site is of a type that has the potential to provide information important to one or more
questions of current research interest. Second, it must be demonstrated that the information
needed is preserved at the specific site in question.

Five chronologically based study units were defined in the historical archaeology section
of the Kansas Preservation Plan to provide cultural contexts for the evaluation of historical
archaeological sites (Lees 1989). These were: (1) Exploration and Contact with Native Americans
(1541-1820); (2) Exploration and Settlement (1820-1865); (3) Period of Rural and Agricultural
Dominance  (1865-1900); (4) Time of Contrasts (1900-1939); (5) The Recent Past
(1939-Present). Each of these study units represents a period in which major changes in the
history of Kansas occurred. Five research contexts; historical particularism, reconstruction of past
lifeways, processual studies, archaeological science, and direct historical approach for the
investigation of historical archaeological resources associated with each of the study units also
were defined. These research contexts were defined as:

"a statement of problem domains or specific research topics which are of current
interest in the state or to which research could be productively applied . . . these
research questions can . . . be used to structure research, to define the sites of
interest and to validate significance evaluations" (Lees 1989:75).

Historic C f Project A

The project area is located within a section of the former Kansas (or Kaw) River
Potawatomi Reservation (1848-1863) settled by Metis families associated with the Potawatomi
"Mission" or "Citizen" Band (Clifton 1977). The potential NRHP significance of: (1) the three
historical sites (14SH348, 351 and 359) to be investigated as part of this contract; and (2) any
other nineteenth century historical sites located by the survey, will largely be based on their
potential to provide information on nineteenth century Potawatomi lifeways in Kansas.

In the following section, historical information regarding the Potawatomi is presented to
create a cultural context for the project area and provide a setting for the research questions that
can be examined through the archaeological test investigations. Following that, the historic
background of the individual sites is presented.

The Potawatomi The Potawatomi are an Algonquin speaking group who lived in the area
of Lake Huron in the early 1600s. Starting in the mid-1600s, the Potawatomi began a series of
migrations westward as a result of pressure from the Iroquois. By the 1650s the French reported
contacting large settlements of Potawatomi on the western shore of Lake Michigan and near
modern-day Green Bay, Wisconsin. During the late seventeenth century the Potawatomi began
migrating southward from Green Bay, ultimately settling in a crescent around southern Lake
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Michigan in the modern-day states of Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Indiana (Figure 2)
(Murphy 1988:3-4).

During the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Jesuit priests established missions
among the Potawatomi as part of French efforts to gain control of the upper Great Lakes region.
Although expelled from Canada after the end of the French and Indian War in 1763, the Jesuits
returned to the Potawatomi of the St. Joseph River valley in 1830 (Clark 1979:377). Their
receptiveness to the Jesuits eventually resulted in the St. Joseph River Potawatomi being referred
to as the "Mission Band" Potawatomi. The Mission Band included a high proportion of Metis
families whose skill in the fur trade enabled them to prosper economically.

Extensive intermarriage with French traders during the late seventeenth and early
eighteenth century resulted in a large mixed-blood or Metis population among the Potawatomi
of southern Michigan, northern Illinois, and northern Indiana (Hacker 1989:80). As noted by
Peterson (1978:46) the term Metis "designates less a racial category than an incipient ethnic
group, entry into which could be acquired through marriage and self-designation, as well as
birth." Peterson (1978:41) has characterized the Great Lakes Metis as intercultural brokers and
economic middlemen who linked Native American groups and Anglo-American patrons involved
in the fur trade. On the Euroamerican side, these Metis were descended from Canadian fur
traders who arrived in the Great Lakes region after 1695 at a time when conflict between the
Iroquois and the Huron and Ottawa over the fur trade had resulted in a political and economic
vacuum in the area. Seizing the opportunity, the fur traders and their Metis children established
themselves as brokers between the Native American groups to the northwest and the Euroamerican
society to the east "functioning primarily as traders, voyageurs, and clerks who journeyed to and
lived among their native clients" (Peterson 1978:55). Similar to Wolf's (1956) characterization
of cultural brokers as buffers between antagonistic groups, the Great Lakes Metis also shielded
Native American groups from Euroamerican pressure to change their traditional way of life by
instead changing their own lifestyles (Peterson 1978:55). The high degree of acculturation
exhibited by the Metis of the Mission Band Potawatomi earned the band the sobriquet of being
“progressive" in contrast to the more traditional full-blooded Potawatomi who resisted
Euroamerican influences (Hacker 1989:81) (Table 1).

Continued intermarriage with Native American women throughout the eighteenth and
carly nineteenth centuries provided the Metis with kin and commercial ties to Native American
families and groups that were essential to the perpetuation of their role as cultural brokers. Metis
sons were likely to marry Native American women to reinforce kin ties to local bands as well as
to establish new links with more distant bands. One Metis family, for example, had ties through
marriage to the Ojibway, Winnebago, and Menomini while another had ties to the Potawatomi,
Sioux, and Ottawa. Metis daughters, in contrast, often married other Metis, an arrangement that
linked the dominant Metis lineages of the Great Lakes regions (Peterson 1982:55, 59). Metis
daughters also married incoming Euroamericans, absorbing these potential competitors into the
group (Peterson 1978:58).
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Figure 2. Location of Potawatomi, circa 1768 (adapted from Tanner 1986: Map 13).
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Table 1. Movement of the Potawatomi between 1830 and 1867.

Potawatomi Movement
[Mission or Citizen Band Prairiec Band
Moved From Agency or Band Date Moved From Agency or Band
Moved To Reserve Name Moved To Reserve Name
Great Lakes Arca St. Joseph Ist usc of 1830
Indiana/Southern Michigan River "Mission"
1833  Northern Illinois Platte Purchase *Prairic”
Northwest Missouri
1837 Northwest Missouri Council Bluffs "Prairic Potawatomi"
Western lowa & Anglo-Saxon,
Scots-Irish, & French
Metis
Northwest Indiana Osage River St Joseph 1838
Eastern Kansas "Mission”
Western Iowa Osage River  French Metis 1838
Eastern Kansas only
Eastern Kansas Rossville St Joseph 1847 Western Iowa Rossville "Prairic Potawatomi"
Kansas River South of Kaw "Mission" & Kansas River North of Kaw & Anglo-Saxon,
French Metis Scots-Irish, & French
Metis
1861/63 Kansas River Diminished Prairie
Kansas River Reserve
Kansas River Citizen 1867
Oklahoma

The Potawatomi movement to the western United States was plagued by difficulties. The
incompetency of many of the government officials involved, unhappiness of the Potawatomi with
the lands that they had been awarded, and the resistance of many Potawatomi to resettlement made
the removal a forcible tortuous process that took almost a decade to accomplish. Over a period
of more than 20 years the government removed the Potawatomi to lands located in Missouri,
Iowa, and Kansas before finally resettling them on a reservation along the Kansas (Kaw) River
in northeastern Kansas.

By the late 1820s the Potawatomi were distributed around the shores of Lake Michigan in
northern Illinois and Indiana and southern Michigan (Figure 3). The Great Lakes fur trade in
which the Mission Band Potawatomi and other Metis functioned as middlemen, however, was
in a state of collapse due to overhunting caused by competition between British and American
tra