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THT CENSUS OPERATION WILL BEGIN SO0N

[This 18 a full tramslation of an article written by Dang
Thi sppeering i Hhan Dan, No 2160, 16 February 1960, page 4,]

The North's census operation will go into effect on 1 March
1960, - This operatlon has great political implications, for
1t will bring to osur Party and Government data oun the pPoOpU~-
lation accordiny to sex, age, nationality, cultural level,
and professiosa. It will also tell us about the population
repartition of each zone, province, city, district, and
village, The data will have great significance as far as
the leadership of our economic construction and cultural
development and osur country's First Five-Year Plan are con-
cerned, ' '

Our Party end Government have pald special attentlon to
the preparations for the census speration and to the creatlion
of all necessary conditions to insure good results for the
operation itself., 1In April 1959, the Central Party Secretar-
iat passed a decision launching the census operation in North
Vietnam. In Ausust 1959 the Government Counclil issued a
decree on the setting up of a Central Census Committee and
Census Oommittees of all levels, In July 1959, the Central
Party Executive Coumittee issued a directive concerning the
intensification of prevarations for the Census. The months
of Liay and June 1950 saw the beginning of the operation
in a number of test areas having more than 79,000 inhabitants
“which would gather experlences for improving the drafting of
the progran and organizational plan.

At the present, the census preparation has readhed a de-
cisive phase, '

The Government has resolved to begin the operation in
North Vietnam osn 1 ilarch 1960, and it will register the
names of all Vietnamese citizens, all forelgners residing
on osur territory, and all our citizens living abroad,

The registration will affect all normal residents (in-
cluding those who are temporarily away for a perlod not ex-
ceeding six months),., According to the list approved by the
Central Census Committee, the operation will begin 1-5 March
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for the delta aréas, and 1-7 March for the hizhland areas,
Census takers will interview the people directly and write
down thelr ansvers on regilstration foras.

As & check,verifievs will review all the fisures and do~ -

ta provided t> densus takers froum 6-9 March 1960 in delta
areas and from 8=11 March in the highlands.

The basic naterial for registration is the registration
form. '

The reglstration program aims at reflecting essential
needs relating to the planned leadership of our national
econony at the present time. ‘

In the resistration foram will be recorded the frllowing
jtems: relatisnship to the head of the household, sex, age,
and nationality. In capitallstic countries the census
program always omlts the nationality problem., For instance,
in the United States, they do not include nationality in
the registration form but only ¢olor or race, Statisties
of capitalistic countries never elicit correct data on the
aumber of natisnalities. They substitute language, country
of orizin or religion data for thig item.

Such "methods" will lead to the crudest distortion of
the truth on nationality groups. : _

, In the Soviet censue pragram, the nationality questions
hold a very important place. Each nationality in the great
Soviet family is assured of over-all developuent, This 1is

the law prescribed by the Soviet Constitution. It originates
in the deep respect accorded to the nationality of each
Soviet citlzen. '

The nationality problem of our regiatration plan 1s very
significant, since 1t will supply for 1960 valuable data
which will shed lizht on the Soclalist developuent of na-
tionalities in the orth of our country.

our census prosram pays attention to the problem of cul-
tural and educational levels of the people, Thies will
ensble us to reckon the number of illiterates and literates,
as well as the educational level of the latter,

The completion of the census willlprovide data on the
number of people enzaging ln various branches of productlon,

2




materials and non-productive domains, as well as on the
population of urban and rural areas.

The overnmeht B remulatioﬂs on the cénsis operatlan in
the entire "iprthern part of Vietnam” have lald a great .
responsibility upon census committees vis a vis the Goverrn+
ment and peoole.

Experiences in the USSR census operation showed that to
" get satisfactory results we must first carry out success-
fully and in sufficient time the activities preparatory to
it.

Therefore, in the scope of activities of the census com-
mitiees from the top down to the villaze levels, prepara-

tory activities have to be thorough, carefully planned,
and should imnediately occupy a most important pos1tion.

Dang Thi

(Central Census Committee)




LAO DOG YOUTH GROUP CENTRAL COMIITTEE
DIREOTIVE ON THE CENSUS

[This 18 a translation of an artigle appearing_in Tien
Phong (Vansuard) Mo 522, 1 February 1960, page 1.]

The Youth Croup Central Committee Sedretariat has released
a directive to all zroup levels on the census operation,
The directive stronzly stressed the scope, objective, and
tmportance of the census operation and drew the attention
of the group levels to the followingz activitles in the acti-
vation and juldance of the group members and youths, so -as
to carry sut the census operation according to the Party
and Government plani .

1. Educating, persuading and mobilizing cadres,
members, aund youths to participate in the operation

--0rganize emall group and branch conferences to debate the
aim and meanin; of the census operation; to discuss pro-
cedures 87 thet members and youths will understand the actual
situation of a given family and at the same time will carry
out their task of explaining to the people and activating
them to report on the seven census lteus, ’

~--lobilize members, youths, and adolescents to participate
in the work of information and activation in all villages
and hamlets, Orszanize talks, oral interviews, and slogan
writing to create among the people animatiosn, excitement
and resmonsiveness to the census registration phase,

—~Activate all educated and well-trained brothers and sisters
to participate in the census operation in villages, city
sectors, factories, etc. Promote their spirit of responsi-
bility, their concept of disciplined organigzation to carry
out exactly the prescribed plan, Avold carelessness and
errors in the work,




2. Begides the cotimon taks, our aroup must collectively
mobllize the country's youths and adolescents in the
following manner: f

, From thé district group upward and in all directly oon-
nected branches, each level must delegate a comrade in charge

of statistics ts vork with ¢ensug dommittees to secure

the total nuuber of males and fémales, in dividing them into

azé levels from 7 to 25 years old (according to the final

compilation form), in order to help the grouﬁs leadership,

and to repsort to the Central Comumlttee,

The district sroups must devise immediate plans for this;
provincial and city groups will collect all dats from sur-
roundiny; directly connected branches to obtain an accurate
figure rapidly, ' v :

The provinces will determine the report deadline of the
districts, and will report themselves to the Central Comunittee
by the beginning of April 1960. ‘




FOCUSING THE ORUCIAL PHASE OF THE CENSUS OPERATION
FRO: TODAY [15 FEBRUARY 1960] TILL 7 MARCH 1960

£This ig a full translatién of an eaitSfiai‘appéafiﬁg
in Nhan Dan, io 2159, 15 February 1960, page 1i]

After a period of urgent preparation, the census Spera-
tion ie moving into the crueial phase for our entire Party
and people. This 1s the most decisive step for the success
of the operation. Prior to this stage, local aduinistrations

‘should have carried out satisfactorily all preparatory activ-

jties such as: the improvement of the machinery for the leader-
ship of the census at all levels:; the complete traluing and
deployment of cadres in provinces, cities, districts, city
gsectors, villazes, and streets so that they could cooperate
with Party branches and local administrative committees to
select and train census takers for namlets, plants, factorles,
and other communities; the checking of populatlon centers

and household. lists, and so forth. At the sane tine,

Party and Government 1eaders of all levels should plan to
organize all aspects of the operation in local areas, to
devote a great deal of time to administer exactly and col-
lectively all local census operations, and to place the
census in its true perspective as a crucial activity at
present,

In carrying on the above activities, we must rely on Party
branches and zrass-roots organizatlons, especially the Lao
Dong youth croup to strive to educate the people, clarify
211 misinterpretations, so that everybody can understand
the aim and sizniflcance of the census and realize that his
own duty is to participate 1n and support the census with
211 his heart, It is only when we correctly follow the peo-
ple's way and rely on them That the census operation can be
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carricd out satisfactorily and cengus data can be accurate,

After the careful completion of census preparations,
1ocal areas will bezin the registration on 1 HMarch 1960
and should finish the work within the appointed time of
five days for delta provinces and seven days for the highe
lands. In thig period of reglstratlonm, villazes and city
sectors should compile indlces on the population of the
concerned areas, classifled according to ase levels, As for




the other indices, the district, province, and Central
Government will take care of that, As the census dperation
affects every citizen, and as 1t @uSt,bé”completed in such

a short time,; we should undover shortddmings and errors quick-
1y and correct them immediately, A ddlay<-=hovever short—-
will coamplicate the correctisn tak¥ and Will lengthen the
operation. g '

In order to avold interference with daily sotivities 5f
production, verlfiers and census takers should try to work
during the people's recess hours, at noon or in the evening,

This census will cover the entire area of the North. .
This operation, from its preparatory stage and reglstration
sctivities to the final compilation of indices on the popu=-
1ation according to age levels, professions, education,
nationalities, urban and rural areas throughout the ddorth,
is an entirely new and compleX operation that requires the
mobilization of tens of thousands of cadres,

Our cadres should have the spirlt to overcoue difficulties,
to follow the people's way, and respect the people's interest,
in order to accomplish the mission entrusted to them by
the Party and CGovernument. '




THE SCOPZ AiID SPEQ}ALfASPEGTS OF THI CENSUS OPZRATION

[Thie is a full trgnélaticn »>f an unsisned article appear-
ing in Tien Phong (Vansuard) No 523, 3 February 1960, page 3.

 As we already knov, the ceunsus operation is very import-
ant to the aduinibtration of our country, and the elaboration
of plans and conducting of Party and Government policies, '
Its immediate importance 1s’the realization 5f the Three-
Year Plan and the elaboration of the Five-Year State Plan,
Thérefore this census operation requires the necessary
sathering of accurate data’in the whole North within a
‘prescribed tinme, [N :

To meet this requirement, the census operatlion ghould
gather extremely correct data, necessitating absoslute unli-
formity in need, content, méthods, time and planning through-
out the North. Consequently, the leadership should be cen-
tralized and should zo straight from top to bottom to insure
training, registration, chegking and compilation of all
data within the prescribed’'time, To meet the above needs
the Party and Covernment will employ a larze force of census
takers, the umost important elements of which will be our
cadres end youths., As far as brother and sister party mem-
bers and vouths are concerned--besides acting as examples
in rezlsterin; themselves and their families~-a great number
of them will be chosgen as census takers to help other takers
and the people carry out the census operation, Therefore
we should completely understand the scope and special aspects
of the censug to have a correct attitude beoore beginning
our task, '

1. A scientific census operation is a new and complex
activity

pretudiudla At

‘The number of people h the country, like that in the pro-
vinces and villaces, always changes, Fach day there are tens
of thousands of nevly born babies, hundreds of dead people,
tens of thousands of people moving to other work areas,
paying visits to relativesor moving. from urban to rural areas
and vice versa. . In reality, there are also hundreds and
thousands of other complex migratory cases, According to
the 1957 statistical data, a baby was born every 48 seconds
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and & person died every three minutes, thus providing an
averaze of a new citizen in the Forth every 65 seconds,
During the past few years, owing to the developument of our
socialist industry and trade, the distribution of the popu-
lation amonz urban and rural areas has greatly changed, for
a number of pesple who had been farmers, traders, artisans
or wh» had been unemployed, have now become workers,

Some small traders lobt their jobs in the cliles and
moved to rural arcas to engage in production and become rural
inhabitants. : '

In view of thedé very complicated populbtion dhanses;
the only thins to do is to operate sccording t3 scientifie
methods, that is, to regulate, plan, allocate tniform time
to insure the collection of accurate data and to &vold
duplication and omission.

2, The census operation requires the collection
of scourate and complete data within a short
pregcribed time, '

As stated above, if the data collected and the census are
not accurate, the forthcoming state plan will certainly not
be relevent. Every census taker should bear in mind the fact
thet if there were duplication or omission of three or five
persons in each hamlet or village, the total figure for the
country would involve a real duplication or omlssion of tens ,
of thousands of inhabitants, If we duplicate or omit a per-~
gon we will render the state plan inoperative; this will have
an impact on the building of the gsocialist nation, on the
estimate of the plan concerning food ratlons, medicine, and
fabrics reckoned on a per capita basis, To reach this ac-
curate figure, the Central Government has laid dovn princi-
ples and concrete regulations. Bach level, and each census
taker, has to fulfill the requirements in a satisfactory,
gspeedy, and efficient way.

3. The ceqsusvoperation i1s an activation movement
with preat political implications,

To get go5d results, we have to acknowledse that the
census is not a mere statistical operation but = politically
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jmplicated activation among thé broad masses to maximize
their awareness and to get them to register voluntarily.,
Although the operatisn aims at promoting the public interest,
1t will surely upset certain individuals who might worry
or misunderstand; or it will perhaps obtain inatcurate re=-
sults owing to the difflerenece in mdotives, On the sther
nand since the operation is complex and difficult, the
data tolledted should be accurate., Therefore if we do not
lean on the people and make them understand clearly the
aims of the oensus, our work will not meet the need, In
consequence, we have to try our best in informing and

activating the people in a thorough and efficient way.
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SEVIRAL EXPERIENCES IN LEADIZRSHIP FOR THE
ENEUS IN HAI DUONG PROVINCE

[This is a translatidn of an article written by Tran Tao,
appearing in Nhan Dan, No 2153, 9 February 1960, page 4,7

In carrying out the Party Central Connittee and Government
directives, our province has experimented on the census op-
eration in Hai Duons City and the whole Kim Thanh District,
The operation began on 1 May 1959 and ended on 6 June the
same year, ‘ S

1. The decisive Tactor was the correct congeption of
the problem on the part of the Provincial
Party Comnittee

During the census operation in Hail Duong City and Xim
Thanh District, our province has had to carry out simultan-
eously a great number of urgent activitles gsuch as harvest-
ing the chiem crop, and getting ready for the mua crop,
building up and consolidating cooperatives, etec. Owing to
the loose coordinatiosn of the operation, the incomplete study
and grasp of the Party Central Comunittee directive, and the
misunderstandin; of the importance of the operation, the
Party CGommittee in our province has not seen the problem
in its true perspective., The Provincial Party Committee
appointed a oonrade as permanent executive secretary 1n

 charze of the whole operation, but the conmittee itself has

seldom discussed the problem., In Kim Thanh District, the
census operation was €xplained for two hours at a two-day
meetin: of villaze and branch delegates. llany comrade at
provineial, district, village levels thought that the census
operation was only a simple collection of data., 3Branches
end different sectors have not yet grasped the problen and
did not participate very much 1n 1it,.

But the Provincial Party Committee has realilzed the short-
cominz in time and has redefined the "eruoial phase® of this
operation for the district and city levels, At the same
time, the Party Central Committee is sending cadres to vil=-
lases and city sectors to help local administrations carry
out the operation, enabling the Provincial Party Committee
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and especially the branch comnittees to change radically
their concentions., Ilany Brovincial Party Committee nembers
nave understood that the céhsus operation is truly a areat
political movenment requiring strict leadership and concentra-
tion of forces. All activities have progressed and have
gradually been routinized, .The steering committees for the
census operation in villages and city sectors have been
reinforced; at several places, half of: the Party branch com-
mittee members belong to:the steering committee., The village.
and city sector committeeé,éallectively'meet to discuss

and guide the.operatibﬂis¢%hé¥éensus perssunel has been re-
1atively well thosen and 'is qulte satisfactory in terums of
number as.well as in quality. At many places; a great part
of the villaze, hamlet cadres and Party unlt héads help
directly a8 census pakers, thus édrtributing 4 the euccess-
ful functioning of the operation, In the rexzistration pdrisd;
the oadre forces were concentrated and the work procressed
satisfactorily, thus fulfilling the directive of the Party
Gentral Comnittee,

However, the leadershlp of our Provincial Party Commlittees
at all levels still have several defects, especially in the
division of labor amdong branches and sectors: many branch:
and sector elements seem 1o be indifferent to the census
operation and have not realized that it is closely related
to their owm activities, therefore, they have no plan to
participate in it in a concrete and realistlc way.

In evaluating the above-mentloned facts, we have dravn
s number of valuable experiences: The decisive factor contrl-
buting to the success or fallure of the census operation
Ts the o-rrect conception or misconception 5T the problem
on the part of the pProvineclal Party Committee.

At present, we have many extensive operations to carry
out, operations which of course we cannot afford to delay;

but within a predetermined period, we have to afford the

census operation an emergency rdle to activate all forces
to aoccomplish it in a successful, speedy, and efficient way.

2, Education and propaganda campalsns are the main
tasks in the entire census operation, -

The census operation is aomplicated and relates closely

‘to all citlzens; moreover, it is to be done on an extensive
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basis within a unifsord time. Therefore, its actual scope
invdlves profound and vast politlcal activation; and 1n order
to fulfill it sucdessfully,. dne has to fulfill political
activation, propagandsd and educational campaizns among the
beople, ! ‘

Owing to our misconception at theé very beginning, our
Party Committee members at all levels have nst fully reallzed
the lmportance of propaganda and educational Sperations. The
propazanda and education committee of the province did not
send oadres to attend classes at the outset; and therefore
it did not grasp the problem and lacked plang to promote
efficiently propasanda and educatlonal activities,

Consequently, at the beginning, cadres and Party netb & bd
had loose conceptions which could not be corrected 'in time,
and our preperatious proceeded slowly and unsatisfactorily.

Gradually, with the correot conception of the Province
Party Committee on the census, the propaganda and educational
operations have been reinforced., District, city, and village
meetings have osllectively explained the scope, objective
and content of the census operation. Ve obtained remarkable
- results, especially in villazes and city sectors, where
study classes have been orzanized widely and leadership has
been exercised rizidly., Many vigorous forms of actlivation
were utilized., Turing this period, there were misconceptions
among the people, and at the same time the enemy and sub-
versive elements have produced such dangzerous arsuments as:
"The census aims at rationing consumer goods, so that from

now on nobody will be able to eat more, or have nore clothes
than others'; "the census in cities aims at classifying

the people and investisating their property..."; ete. At

one time, these anxieties tended to sow bewllderment among
certain peonle, but thanks to the zreat extent of propaganda,
we have radually reassured them,

A great and luportant success of the propajanda and educa-
tional cammaign is the training of census takers, Almost
all census takers have understood the scope and aln of the
cengue and have ~rasped the nature of the operation. They
are the most lmportant elements in the census operation:
It is they vho have zone into individual households to
collect the most accurate data; it is they who have widely
campaicned and explained the objective of the census to the
mags of people. The success of the operation at Hal Duong
City and Xim Thanh District is due to a zreat number of census
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takers who had been thoroughly trained for the job;'

The above experiences suggest then 1n our future operi-
tions the propejands and éducational campaigns should be
consldered as the most idportant ones and the main tasks of
the whole operation, It 1s oniy on the basis oI & thorough
understanding and grasp 4f the probled on the part ofkcadres,
Party meubers, and census takers--and a full orientation
enabling the citizen voluntarily to report accurately to,
and to cooperate sincerely with, the cadres--that the densué
operation will obtain accurate and complete returns and
will not be delayed.

Thanks to the lcadership of the Party Central Committee,
the Governuent, and the steering committee for the census
operatisn, the census at Hal Duong City and Xlm Thanh Dis~
trict has been completely successful., This experiment will
help the Party and CGovernment to draw upon & nuaber of ex-
periences to lead the operatlon throughout the North., As
far as our local administration is concerned, this has
provided us with many valuable experiences. Qur Party
branch is nov determined to use all these experiences to
improve the operation and participate with the whole Party
and people in the successful fulfillment of the census
operation in the Horth, :

Tran Tad

Deputy Secretary of the Pro-
vincial Party Committee,

Chairman of the Hal Duong
Province Adainistrative
Committee, o

2014 END
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