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■ C30: '1921-S 

THE GENERAL AND THE PARTICULAR IN THE DEVEIDPMENT OP 
SOCIETY 

/"Following is tVä  translation of an article by 
" M niltman in PfirHvrfaya Zhizh* KazakhStana 

(Party Life inICazakhstah),No; 5, Alma-Ata, 
May 1961, pages 37-43. .V 

The problem pertaining to the general and the particular in 
historical development is one of the focal points of the science of 
Marxism-Leninism. A correct scientific understanding of the rela- 
tionship between the general and the particular is of primary im- - 
portance in gaining cognition and in social practices. Materialistic 
teaching of the general and the particular in historical development 
as applied in an analysis of the present epoch performs an important 
role in the struggle against revisionism and rightist opportunism on 
the one hand, and dogmatism and leftist sectarianism on the other. 

A superficial look at the history of roan reveals a boundless 
variety of phenomena and events, which exist and take place either 
simultaneously or consecutively. It is not difficult to reveal that 
different peoples, in different countries have their own peculiari- 
ties in their economy as well as in the social and political organ- 
ization, in culture and in all the other aspects of public life. 

There is much that is unique in every phenomena (an event 
took place at a certain time, the movement was headed by some public 
figure and so on). Those who limit themselves with a description 
of such physical variety are incapable of understanding that soci- 
ety, like nature, develops according to objective laws, and that 
the development of a society is a natural historical process. 

Marxism, having developed a truly scientific, materialistic 
interpretation of society, revealed the general basis of the his- 
torical process—material production. Historical materials!» indi- 
cated that wilh all the variety of social phenomena, they all have 
something in common, something recurring, certain general features. 
The general in historic development is an expression of material 
unity, of objective regularities. The history of society is a 
unified regulated process, since all historical epochs are charac- 
terized by certain common features and regularities (the law govern- 
ing the correspondence of production relationships to the type of 
productive forces, for instance). 
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The degree of similarity among the various social features, 
asoects and regularities is different.    If the law governing the 
co«e ponfen egof the production relation•»*«.*• the tg.J   Pro- 
ductive forces is one of the universal laws, which are m effect 
th oughoufhfstory, then the law of surplus val«e; for -ample 
being common to all the capitalist countries, is at the same time a 
specific law of capitalism, peculiar to it alone.    Proletarian die 
tatorship is a fea?ure which distinguishes the socialist^ates 
from the preceding type of government? at the same time the realiza- 
tion of pSletariL dictatoshipis the most important general 

feature of all socialist countries; . w^tieular exist 
In the material world the general an^ t.he particular exist 

in isolation from one another:    they form an organic unity.    The 
General regularities are manifested in peculiar concrete conditions. 
The governing the correspondence of production relatlonships to 
the type of productive forc# is a general sociological law ^but 
its effect under socialism differs from that under capitalism 
Proletarian dictatorship is necessary in all countries which,«^ 
carrying out a conversion to socialism, but the governmental forms 
oflroletarian dictatorship are different (Soviets, people!* demo- 

"aCieSk elaborating the teachings of dialectic materialism con- 
cerning the relationship of the general to the partxcular, ?.I. 
Lenin ftressed that »the isolated,does not exist other than in a   . 

; relationship <*hich leads to the general.    The general exists only 
.  In the isolated, through the isolated.    Everythin?^l££ " ^ 

one way or another) general.    Everyt%«««£.*; (a
E!!rvthing 

of an entire aspect of the essence) of the isolated.    Everything 
generafencompässes all the isolated objects only ^l^l^;, 
Everything isolated enters the general incompletely, etc,, etc. 
./Sochineniva (Works), Vol.  38, page 35<^/; ,•   ■  ■       , y /   .,        ., .. 
L ThTsTtuation regarding the organic, dialectic unity of the 

i    Lh9rHNirflr   aswell of the singular is a great method- 
SSil   ndPp Si a^slgnScance.    In order to fcpow the essence 
of a "rtain group of phenomena it is necessary to reveal .*»*« 
dee^Internal commonness.    Such commonness is achieved as^a result 
of an analysis of the concrete multiformity and must embody^as 
pointedout by Lenin, all the wealth of the particular and the 

individual.      o of undexstandi„g of the unity of the 

general anrtnfp^Lular, an absolutist ion of «» Wg* JT 
lated from the unified and the general,  leads *o anti-scientitic, 
heoretically helpless reasoning about "«^J^J^*£' 

On the other hand, a similarly unfounded absolutization^of tne  __ 
articular   an aspiration to be limited by an establishment of the 
?cni^d      In revealing the class essence of that tendency, which 

° h Scteristir?ornIeacUo„ary ideologists, V I; ^proved 
that it means "a negation of science, an aspiration to pollute all 
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generalizations, to hide from »laws* of historical development, to 
hide the forest behind some trees," that "a banishment of laws from 
science is in fact merely an introduction of the laws of religion." 
/"Sochineniva. Vol. 20, pages 179, 182;i/ 
"*    A primary significance of scientific comprehension of 
dialectics of the general artd the particular is revealed in a 
Leninist analysis of Marx*s basic idea—an idea about the natural 
historical process of the development of the social-economic forma- 
tions. Rejecting abstract-diagrammatic reasoning about "society in 
general," Marx evolved a concept of social-economic formation by 
isolating production relationships, from the great, variety of social 
relationships as the principal■< basic ones| that determine the other 
feeiatidnships, Having revealed!vthi ■• common filature of the production 
relationships and of the superstructure( Mfcrx generalized theorders 
existing in various countries into a concept of social ^cohbmic 
formation?, he profoundly analysed specifically the regularities . 
of capitalist formation. 

The common nature of the basic regularities and features in 
all of the capitalist countries also signifies the commonness of 
the basic contradictions, as well as their trends and further aggra- 
vations. It therefore follows that the method for resolving these 
contradictions is also basically the same for all countries: the 
basic regularities involved in a conversion from capitalism to 
socialism are the same for all countries. 

This most important Marxist contention is rejected by the  ^ 
revisionists. Failing to understand, or not wishing to understand 
the dialectics of the general and the particular in the process of 
conversion to socialism, the revisionists absolutize the national 
peculiarities, depriving Marxism of its revolutionary essence. They 
even propound the theory that it is possible to convert to socialist? 
without a socialist revolution, and that it tantamount to a refusal 
to struggle against capitalism and a capitulation to it. An example 
of reactionary speculationg in the national peculiarities is an ill- 
famed motto of "national communism." The revisionists, seeing only 
the isolated peculiarities, and the specifics in a movement, ignore 
the general features. The dogmatists, however, absolutize the 
general, ignoring the concrete peculiarities. In confirming the 
faithfulness of the communist and workers* parties to the Declara- 
tion and Manifesto of Peace, adopted in 1957, the Moscow Conference 
of Representative of the Communist and Workers*.Parties which took 
place in November of 1960, stressed, iri part, that the interests of 
a further development of the communist and workers* movement require 
the continuation of a determined struggle on two fronts—a struggle 
against revisionism, which remains the principal danger, and against 
dogmatism and sectarianism. 

The teachings of dialectic materialism about the general and 
the particular is of exceptional significance in the solution of 
any program in Marxist social science. A remarkable example of the 
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application of such teaching in the ^T^Z^Si^'^ ^ the progress of the backward peoples is theLeninist theory or xne 
nossibilitVof a inversion of such peoples to socialism* ^t^the : 
«id of tie proletariat of the advanced nations, by bypassing the 

pitallst stlif aether.   This Leninist■•■*%"****$$£ 
the development of formerly backward okrainas of Russia, including 
KaZakri^he'building of socialism in the former okrainas of the pre- 
revolutionary Russia represented an extremely complex interlacing^ 
of the geherll and the particular.    A skillful *?*££"%& *** 

S^ Part o     ™d process t^bg.pl.ee throughout th^country, 
hht the realization of the common task there w^s complicated by    • 
splcifLany peculiar conditions;    In'Kazakhstan ^fh t^culiarities 
^rfihe small size of the industrial proletariat, the^exiÄtence of 
Sriirchal^udal relationships in the "a^™t°

f 

life     Taking these peculiarities into consideration thV0™e* 
government cbnduc^a series of important social.economi^trans- 
formations between 1921 and 1928, which^ealt a crushing^7^. 
the vestiges of patriarchal-feudal relationship^ in the aul (con 
fiscltion of theproperty of large semi-feudal land owners, land- 
water reforms, along with a number of other measures).    Thereby, 
by skilfully taking into consideration the -J^ifj« ^^^\0 
JL~,orn- nf * national republic in resoluvmg the tasks pertaining xv 

Älre An   tL Communist »arty transformed Kaftan xnto 

0 lhti«l,Ut-Un^tBt;achingS ahont the unity of the genial 
..v, the^articular is of primary importance in; the. solution of 
pf»hlemsPoonceSng «he relationship of nations to nattonal cul- 
tures. The principal role belongs to the general, basic regularities 
b*-de*2^KT*« follows from this that M^^^g?1 

+hP national peculiarities means an advent of the most favorable 

^^.SSTS*™ EÄÄ £% demonstration of 

"w Peculiarities, to ^'^l^'l^uT^l ^, Ani v ft fleetine mention of the general, which amalgamates the cux 
tures of the vfrioL peoples of the Soviet Union into a unified 
socfaUst culture!   A? the same time the nationalist specifics 
national traditions are not infrequently too emphatically xdenti- 
fted Sh various forms of pre-revolutionary ^«™^J;^ 
reflects;nationalist residues, against which an emphatic struggle 
must be waged. 
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Marxism teaches that in the world wide communist society of 
the future there will be a merger of nations, national cultures and 
languages and there will be a common culture and a single language. 
Such a merger will be achieved by man after a lengthy period of 
multilateral development of the nations, and national cultures, on 
the one hand art increasing closeness among them, on the other. 

This includes aspects of a single process, the beginning of 
which we see in the blossoming of the socialist countries, in those 
inter-relationships among them which tare constantly becoming stronger 
and more varied, this is expressed in a mutual enrichment 'of the' 
national cultures, in the occurrence and the development of/new- 
general features »traditions and customs^; cotampji to ail the peoples 
of our country. An utter devotion to the socialist Homeland, labor 
heroism, collectivism, friendship among the peoples, mutual aid and 
socialist humanism—these are some of them. 

These traditions common to all the Soviet peoples must form 
the center of our attention, which by no means signifies a belit- 
tling of the role performed by national specifics. The task par- 
tially consists of a skillful consideration and utilization of pro- 
gressive national traditions in developing features common to all 
socialist countries and in the development of proletarian inter- 
nationalism. 

In the resolution "Pertaining to the Tasks of Party Propa- 
ganda Under Present Conditions" the Central Committee of the Party 
pointed out that it is necessary to take strict consideration of the 
national peculiarities in progaganda work, "placing the main empha- 
sis on an international education of the workers, on the further 
consolidation of the friendship among the peoples, on an undeviating 
course designed to bring the socialist nations closer toeether and 
on their mutual enrichment; It is necessary to conduct an irrecon- 
cilable struggle against any manifestations of bourgeois nationalism, 
tendencies towards an idealization and concealment of the social 
contradictions of the past, towards a distortion of the true history 
of any nation and of its relationships with the other peoples of the 
USSR, against isolated manifestations of national isolation and 
reticence." 

A mastery of materialist teachings and of the relationship 
between the general and the particular is a necessary premise for a 
truly creative application and development of the Marxist-Leninist 
theory on a basis of a generalization of the new historic exper- 

ience. 
The revisionists write and speak extensively about the 

development of Marxism, as if their writings embody the development 
of Marxist theory. The Yugoslav revisionists, especially their 
well recognized theoretician E. Kardel», have ascribed considerable 
merit to themselves. With respect to that it is appropriate to 
quote this saying: "All that glitters is not gold." Their develop- 
ment of Marxism is a "development" in quotation.marks; the revision- 
ists distort and falsify Marxism. 
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A true enrichment and creative development of Marxist  _ 

SET «!!»i^SS^,t-'2ÄSSffSfe .: 
ists augi develop f« he,   n al   di ect ons,^t       J^ ^ 
to remain behind «^*S* 'LJL^ of the Marxian theory is of 
socialists; an j,«H*tMftt *'ffi!^" ° Vielda only general juid- 
particülat importance, since *W*J?e|*y

6KX in a different^ w situations, which, are applica1^toB«laha in e^p 
Äer than to f'ance.;to^rancetn_a differentjanaera^. _„ 

Germany and «»*'"*"*,*J**?^general Jure of the 
^SSffiA^T« cognised by the -isionis. Jsjar 

rLtcSsity^taalnran^onlSaraorS; specific peculiarity. 
of the movement .^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ problen „ „ and peace 

CPSU about «he fact that under the ^^°^r»l importance. 

£ llfTo/ruf s^vAe' hfcJSe« gctory of'social- 

Do these contentionsnm as taioBl>t,,   of course 
nature of imperialism. as intend«a. or     ^    -^ olistic capi- 
not.    The economic basis for war takes roo - J     which will 

Ä S&SS.-5SÄ »SS"? capiJalLm-remains in. . 

existence ^ j lble t0 be limited by a 

^Äary^rÄ^ 
- e^r   f^     whereathe -^^^-^^s * 
the present epoch are/C !!, ™'  ^JLtem     Now the circumstances 
capitalism was the universal ^•JJSlut camp which encompasses 
have changed     The ^ence of on the COurse of «rid 
over one third of the »rwapp population of the neutral 
history ".f^^^^Se    nfhe imperialist countries control countrxes^xs of sxmlar size     The     p^ ana ^ ^     p$e 

over one thirdoftht+
P^+h7fLhters for peace is constantly 

SpSÄ^herlforr^rpi^iilty0^ controlling the aggres- 
sors has come about. 
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The changing eohditiorts found their reflection in those 
radically hew contentions regarding v/ar and peace which were formu- 
lated in the decisions made by the 20th and 21st Congresses CPSU 
and in the Announcement made by the Conference of Representatives 
of the Communist and Workers» Parties and by the Appeal to all the 

peoples of the world. ;   • ■,.. '.'.,■ ■■■',_•  .. .. 1a, 
The teachings of the Marxist-tetfinist philosophy and dialec- 

tics of the general and particular ih;the development are the 
theoretical foundation for the resolution of,such an urgent P^sent 
day problem as the problem pertaining to the forms of the conversion 
of various countries to socialism. The problem of the general and 
the specific in the process of conversion to socialism has acquired 
a special context, and became especially important under the condi- 
tions of the victory of the Great October Revolution  That problem 
became the starting point for the revelation of ^e international 
significance of the October, for the prospectives of a world wide 
revolutionary movement, and for the exposure of international oppor- 
tunism which rejects the world wide significance of tne socialist 
revolution, of the Soviet experience. 

Pointing out that the October Revolution and the dictatorship 
of the proletariat in our country have their own peculiarities, that 
certain peculiarities will be inherent in a conversion to socialism 
of any other country, V.l. Lenin stressed the madmissibility of a 
simple mechanical application of the experience acquired by one 
country to another country. V.l. Lenin taught that »these pecu- 
liarities, however, may pertain only to what is not of the most 
importance." /Sochineniya, Vol. 30, page 88. J . . .  ' 

The basic features and regularities inherent m our revolu- 
tion are common to all countries, and therefore »the Russian   _ 
example shows all the countries something very specific frc.m their 
own impending future." / Sochineniya, Vol. 31, pages 5-6./  - 

Leninist"teachings about the commonness of the principal 
regularities in the conversion to socialism found a brilliant sub- 
stantiation in the practice of revolutionary transformations in 
all countries of the socialist camp. N.S. Khrushchev stated that 
»the main road to socialism has already been built, the basic forms 
and methods for building socialism were verified by life and by the 
experience gained by many socialist countries." 

The well differentiated, generalized characteristic of the 
principal regularities inherent in the conversion to socialism is 
cited in the Declaration of the Conference of Representatives of 
the Communist and Workers» Parties of the Socialist Countries 
which took place in November of 1957 in Moscow. The transfer from 
capitalism to socialism in any country presupposes a sequential 
conduct of the class struggle, the realization of a proletarian 
revolution guided by the working class. The principal question 
nertaining to the socialist revolution is the destruction of the 
old State machinery and the attainment of a dictatorship of the 
proletariat. Proletarian dictatorship includes the moment when 
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TheVincipal/eature of Ä!°ÄLn theVroSa"»* and ä -on- 

V.l. Lenin as the highe^principle of the dictatorship or xne 

proletariat ^    rjgularity in the conversion to »ciaHw 
is"the Uquldation of capitalist property and the introductiön of 
:ociauitqproduction -lationships frased -co^ P op   ty^The 
building of socialism includes the gradual socialise x« 

°f '^even-development of the national economy £»sned_to { 

establishment of true «S^^'^^^^Ärt. -ade by    : 

*? ""H sociaHssys.Sis no?adg n the Announcement made by the «.rid so"alist ^tern " no« , the Co„unist and Workers' 
StSÄ SÄSUSSf a Marxist-^ninlst ««-"£. 
that alonf-^xh the disappearance of class antagonasms, the anta-. 

fulfilment of the tasks inherent an a dictatorship ^ PJJ« on 

"S "CO»»»«** of the general features^ of the basic ^ 
regularities attendant to a >^>£«>'£^.^%&K*l jective basis for pr«. ntern at ona las», for^ ^ ^^ 
amalgamation of the proletariat, t« = k it natorc    »he 
parties.    Th„ Announcement .•£•"» *»f    "^    of the ,,eople8 of 
unity of the communast and the »rkera    Part a    .      teachi       of 

*«^»««' jL^eSion1 f'tSroir™/Ä'ceo°? 
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revisionism. This found its most vivid and concentrated reflection 
in the program put forth by the Union of Communists of Yugoslavia. 
The revisionists».speculation oh the subject of internationalism, 
against the international proletarian solidarity, serves the reac- 
tionary cause; • . . ,  ... : : . 

The struggle against revisionism by ho means signifies a 
rejection of national peculiarities and of that serious signifi- 
cance which is attributed to their proper recognition in the 
development of the proper proletarian tactics.- 

Dialectic unity of the general and the particular is part of 
reality itself. Therefore without a proper understanding of such 
a unity, scientific, active, revolutionary tactics by the working 
class are impossible. V.l. Lenin categorically stressed the mad- 
missibility of a set pattern, of a mechanical levelling, of an 
identification of the tactical rules of the struggle. "All nations 
will arrive at socialism, that is inevitable," wrote V.l. Lenin, 
"but all of them will not arrive in exactly the same manner, each 
nation will add its own variety of democracy, to the various forms 
of proletarian dictatorship, to the various degrees of socialist 
transformation of the different aspects of social life." Aochi- 
neniva. Vol. 23, page 58._/ \   _ 
' This peculair feature of the revolution is conditioned by 
many different concrete reasons. The private difference in the 
character of the economy, in the level of economic development, 
certain peculiarities of the class structure, t*he preservation of 
pre-capitalist relationships in varying degrees, a dissimilarity 
in political forms which are basically of the same type, a differ- 
ence in the level of cultural development, the different times at 
which the revolutions ripen as a result of the effect of the law of 
inequality of the conomic and political development, the variou 
features of national specifics, peculiarities of the international 
situation—these are some of the circumstances which exert a certain 
influence on the realization of socialist transformations in the 
different countries. . , 

As a result of the thorough analysis of the peculiarities 
of the present epoch the 20th Congress CPSU enriched Marxism with 
some very important contentions concerning the fact that the 
socialist revolution is constantly acquiring a variety of forms. In 
a number of countries a peaceful, partly a parliamentary path 
towards the attainment of a dictatorship of the proletariat and a 
conversion to socialism may prove to be quite possible. 

V.l. Lenin wrote that the task confronting the Marxist 
parties is "to be able to apply the general and basic principles of 
communism to that peculiar variety of relationships among the 
classes and parties, and to that peculiar variety of the objective 
.development towards communism, which is found in the various 
countries ..„which they roust know how to find, to study and to anti- 
cipate." /"Sochineniva. Vol. 31, pages 69-70._/ 
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The generalisation of rneconcrete peeulierityfro» .».stand- ...: 

and the exact facts of reality. '< /^°™^ ,    „-   co%crete analysis 
that the very essence, the soul of Mrtausai is    a '°»cre * ^ 
r      ,.«„,.,.<=.+* «ituationi'1 / Sc^hinenova, vol. 24, page ^of-voi.  J*J_: . 

cire^tances »hie* -f £jf g *frr| ^plica«" of "general 

interests of the socialist system «J a «hole . „ ^   ^   . 
The communist and workers» parties, "J wrf*°f    „rrordanee 

*    —„ »nrf tactics for the revolutionary struggle in accordance 
S-llX neculiaritLs of.the different countries, by creatively 
-Sylng «^2^^ VJS«- *g -l^r^rds    : 
S2Ä;ilÄ^^Ä*^ thrMraxist^eninist communism, 
philosophy. 

10,107 END 
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