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FRANCE SUPPORTS JAKARTA TO HOST TTTO WEADQUARTERS

Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 14 Feb 86 pp Al, A2

[Text] Hamburg, 14 Feb (ANTARA)-~The French Government has supported Indonesia's

struggles to make Jakarta host of the International Tropical Timber Organiza-
tion (ITTO) headquarters.

The support was made clear by French Junior Minister for Forestry, Souchon,
during a meeting with Indonesian Forestry Minister Sudjarwo in Paris Wednes-
day.

Souchon told Sudjarwo that France fully understood the important position of
Indonesia as a main producer of tropical timber, the Indonesian Embassy in
Paris told ANTARA Thursday.

The French Minister also promised to generate support from other European
Economic Community (EEC) members, if the Netherlands withdrew the nomination
of Amsterdam as the venue of the TTITO headquarters.

Paris' step is expected to be followed by African countries, which are ex-
French colonies.

French President Francois Mitterrand had earlier promised his government
support to Jakarta when he met President Soeharto in Rome last November,
after both leaders addressed the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
assembly.

Netherlands Reapproached

Minister Sudjarwo Thursday left Paris for the Hague to meet the Dutch Minis—
ter of Agriculture/Fishery, Braks and Prince Bernhard, husband of Princess
Juliana and concurrently chairman of the World Wildlife Fund. :

It was learnt, Sudjarwo's visit was aimed at reassuring the Hague that
Jakarta was the correct place for the ITTO headquarters.

Foreign Minister Mochtar Kunumaatmadja had made a similar approch when he
visited the Netherlands last January.

If Amsterdam withdraws, Yokohama, .Japan, will be Jakarta's only competitor,
Japan, which has no tropical forest at all, is still striving to make
Yokohama the ITTO centre.

From the Hague, Sudjarwo is scheduled to fly to Stockholm to win support
from the Nordic countries (Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland and Finland).

/9274
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MOCHTAR: ITTO ISSUE WILL NOT AFFECT RELATIONS WITH .JAPAN
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 19 Feb 86 p AlO

[Text] Jakarta, 19 Feb (ANTARA)-~Japan's determination to propose Yokohama
for would be headquarters of the International Tropical Timber Organization
(ITTO) will not affect relations between Japan and Indonesia, Foreign Minis-
ter Mochtar Kusumaatmadja has stated.

Speaking before newsmen at the Soekarno~Hatta airport soon after his ar-
rival from the United States Tuesday night, Mochtar said the two countries
had agreed to settle amicably problems arising in connection with the plan to
set up the ITTO headquarters.

The foreign minister pointed out that the Netherlands, Japan and Indonesia had
respectively proposed Rotterdam, Yokohama and Jakarta for would be ITTO head-
quarters. ‘

Mochtar has just visited the United States and Japan to seek the understand-
ing of the two countries in Indonesia's proposal to set up the ITTO head-
quarters in Jakarta.

For the same purpose, he made tours of countries grouped in the European Econ-
omic Community (EEC) in January this year.

The location of the ITTO headquarters will be determined at a meeting of the
International Tropical Timber Council (ITTC) in May this year, the minister
explained.

/9274
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BKPM-BAPINDO COOPERATION TO PROMOTE INVESTMENT
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 13 Feb 86 p A5

[Text] Jakarta, 12 Feb (ANTARA)--The National Investment Coordinating Board
(BKPM) and the Indonesian Development Bank (Bapindo) have agreed to cooperate
in encouraging both domestic and foreign investments particularly in the
regions.

Ir. Eddy Sanyoto, vice chairman of BKPM, said this to ANTARA here Wednesday
following his meeting with Subekti Ismaun, President Director of the Bapindo.

He said that the Bapindo has agreed to provide funds for projects offered by
the BKPM to encourage investment in the regions.

The Bapindo and the BKPM agreed to form a "sub-team" in charge of studying and
determining feasibility studies at the BKPM to be promoted in the regions.

Projects that get priority from the BKPM will be promoted through the Bapindo
branch offices, he said.

The BKPM and the Bapindo will jointly compile a list of primary clients to be
given recommendations as business partners for the would-be foreign or domestic
investors.

To promote Indonesianisation of the shares in foreign capital investment com-
panies (PMA) which has been in operation for ten years in Indonesia, Bapindo
will assist the BKPM in nationalizing capital investment by offering the -shares
to its primary clients so that capital investment could stand at a ratio of

51 percent domestic investment and 49 percent foreign investment, Eddy Sanyoto
said.

Meanwhile, Subekti Ismaun on the occasion said that the Bapindo will assist
investors who have got approved letters (SPT) from the BKPM so far as the
projects are considered feasible by the bank.

The Bapindo up to the end of 1985 has provided Rp. 1 trillion of accumula-
tive investment credit and Rp. 300 billion of sectoral investment credit.

The amount of investment approved by the BKPM in 1985 was recorded at Rp. 4.6
trillion. Of teh total, 80 percent were domestic investment and the remaining
20 percent were foreign capital investment. Based on the recommendation of the
governor of the Central Bank, the government is now looking into further lower-
ing the interest rate of the government banks for credit loan.

/9274
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DIFFERENCE IN SYSTEMS HAMPERS TRADE WITH FAST EUROPE
Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 21 Feb 86 p 7

[Text] The difference of foreign trade systems applied in Indonesia and in
East Kurope is the main factor that hampers the growth of Indonesia's trade
relations with countries in that region, according to Edward Simanjuntak,
chairman of the Indonesian Association of State Trading Companies.

Speaking at a meeting with Parliamentary Commission VII here recently,
Simanjuntak stated further that Indonesia's trade relations with East
European countries had a good future, but the prospect was not so bright as
trade activities between Indonesia and the West European countries.

The trade policy adopted by the Last European countries are different in many
ways with the Indonesian foreign trade policy, which in some ways is similar
to the open and free policy adopted by the West European countries, he ex-
plained.

lle pointed out that the East European countries almost always proposed that
the purchase of goods from Indonesia should be countervailed with Indonesia's
imports from the East European countries concerned, including the import of
complete projects and services.

The East European countries usually appoint certain companies to handle annual
transactions and determine the time limit of the business activities, he said
further. They also proposed banking arrangement for the realization of the
clearing:system, he added.

On the contrary, Indonesia gives freedom to its exporters and importers to
carry out transactions, buy foreign exchange and determine banks which will
act as suppliers of business activities, he said, adding that Indonesia pre-
ferred to appoint not only one bank.

e mentioned the need to implement special regulations and procedures to pro-
mote trade relations between Indonesia and the East Luropean countries as well

as Vietnam.

lle pointed out that the unavailability of regular shipping services for direct
routes between Indonesia and the European countries was another factor causing
the unsmooth growth of Indonesia's trade with that region.




Indonesia's export commodities offered by state trading companies to East
Lurope have so far consisted of coffee, coal, textile, urea fertilizer and
cement. Coffee supply from Indonesia to East Europe in.1985 comprised
181.25 tons worth US$244,687.50 to East Germany and 510 tons valued at
US$551,000 tons td6 Romania. Indonesia's textile exports to Vietnam in the
same year stood at 600,000 yards worth US$311,100. In 1983, Indonesia ex-
ported 10,000 tons of coal worth US$.360,000 to Vietnam. .

19274
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LNG SHIPMENT TO ROK TO START IN JUNE
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 16 Feb 86 pp A2, A3

[Text] Medan, 15 Feb (ANTARA)--PT. Arun Natural Gas L1quefact10n Company
plans to ship LNG to South Korea for the first time next June, V1ce—Pre51dent

J. R. Oekon said to ANTARA Friday.

J. R. Oekon said that the shipment of LNG to South Korea need not wait for
the completion of the Arun 3 plant project, which is specially reserved for
South korea, but it can be carrled out with LGN from other Arun ‘plant prOJects.

PT. Arun Vice-President J. R. Oekon was in- Lhokseumawe to witness the 100th
shipment of LNG from PT. Arun s second plant.»

With the reallzation of LNG shlpment to South Korea ‘Pertamina will be success~
ful in expanding its LNG market (sovfar only Japan)

According to the contract between Pertamina and South Korea, 51gned 12 "August,
1983, South Korea will buy about 2.1 million tons of Indonesia LNG a year for

20 years.

J. R. Oekon hinted that the official price of Indonesian LNG will stay at
US$14 million per shipment although the price is subject to the petroleum
price. "The official price of the Indonesian petroleum has not come down.
Therefore, the price of the Indonesian LNG stands as before," he said.

PT. Arun Natural Gas Liquefaction Co. is a joint venture company between
Pertamina, Mobil 0Oil and Jilco (Japan's buyers of Indonesian_LNG) with
Pertamina holding the most shares. Indonesia supplies 50 percent of Japan's
LNG needs recording at about 30 milllon tons 4 year. PT. Arun's production of
LNG at present totals 683 shlpment.

According to J. R. Oekonabundant - LNG deposits have been discovered in the off-
coast of North Aceh. lowever, he said that another plant may still be built’
in this Arun gas fields if there are other countries interested in buying
Indonesian LNG.

LNG trade needs an integrated cooperation because the buyers should be able to
provide a special dumping terminal, special LNG ships and the producers must
build the plant.

/9274 o
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PEAT UTILIZATION AGREEMENT WITH FINLAND SIGNED
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 10 Feb 86 p A6

[Text] Jakarta, 10 Feb (ANTARA)--Secretary General of the Mines Ministry
Adwar Nurhadi and Finnish Ambassador to Indonesia Erik Heinrichs Monday
signed a cooperation agreement for the development and utilization of peat in
Central Kalimantan. . 4 '

Based on the cooperation agreement, Finland will provide experts in the field
of peat utilization, equipment and vocational training to Indonesian workers
and conduct a feasibility study which will cost about 5.5 million F1nnlsh
marks (about one million U.S. dollars)

While, Indonesia is 1985/86 fiscal year provides about Rp 350 mlllion for
a plot of 1and .and its operational expense. [as published]

Before the agreement was 51gned the activities for the development and
utilization of peat have been conducted among other things by sending nine
Indonesian experts to Finland to study the peat utilization technology for two
months beginning July, last year.

The feasibility study .on the peat utilization in Central Kallmantan is ex~-
pected to yield by July 1987.

Adwar Nurhadi stated that Indonesia has\great quanfities-of peat reserves in
Sumatera, Kalimantan and Irian Jaya. Peat can be used as fuel and for plant
seedling nursery. ' ‘ '

The cooperation with Finlanddis aimed atuutiliéing neat for electricity:power
generator in areas surroundingkthe regions where peat is found.-

Data from the Mines and Energy ministry show thét peat réserﬁeé in this country
covers about 26 million hectares, while each kilogram of peat is estimated to
produce energy between 4,000 to 4,500 kilo calories.

/9274
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INDONESIA

TRADF. DEFICIT WITH CANADA DESCRIBED
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 13 Feb 86 p A8

[Text] Jakarta, 13 Feb (ANTARA)--The trade balance between Indonesia and
Canada has in the past five years always been in favour of Canada. "This is
due among other things to the lack of aggressiveness of Indonesian exporters
to penetrate the Canadian market," said Indonesian Ambassador to Canada
Abubakar Adiwoso here Thursday. ‘

He was accompanying Indonesian Minister of Trade Rachmat Saleh in receiving
Canadian Minister of International Trade James Kelleher, who arrived here
Wednesday evening for a three-day visit.

Ambassador Abubakar told the press that the low aggressiveness of Indonesian
entrepreneurs in penetrating the Canadian market has some how been the result
of the unavailability of information about the Canadian market.

To overcome this problem, he said Indonesia will shortly appoint a trade
attache for Canada, who will dispatch current information on the Canadian
market to Indonesian entrepreneurs.

He considered very timely the visit of the Canadian Minister of International
Trade as thc Indonesian Government is now fearing up to promote its external
trade and cooperation in a drive to boost its non-oil exports.

Be said Indonesian Trade Minister Rachmat Saleh and his Canadian counterpart
would discuss possible ways of stepping up trade and economic cooperation
between the two countries as well as other issues on multilateral trade.

Canada has in the past several years begun to pay its attention to the Asian
Pacific countries such as ASEAN. : :

Counter-purchase

Meanwhile Director of LIxternal Trade Relations J. Pitoy ascribed the deficits
to a great deal of the Canadian participation in many tenders of -the Indonesian
government in the framework of enhancing the counter-purchase scheme.




Indonesian exports to Canada reached a total of C$22.10 million in 1981
against its imports from Canada that surpassed to C$101.54 million, or a
€$79.44 million deficit for Indonesia.

In 1983, Indonesian exports rose to C$28.33 million, compared with its im-
ports that climbed higher to C$157.67 million, moving its trade deficits up
to C$157.67 million.

Indonesia's deficits in its trade with Canada continue to grow bigger to
€$273.15 million in 1984 when its imports stood at €$318.80 million against
its exports at C$45.63 million.

However, in 1985 from January to September, the deficits have been cut to
C$176.42 million through which Indonesian exports ran at €$32.80 million
against €$159.23 million of its imports.

Indonesia has so far exported such commodities as rubber, coffee, cocoa,
as well as plywood, textiles and garments to Canada which in turn exported
capital goods as machineries, chemicals and fertilizer. .- St ;

/9274
€S0: . 4200/780




JPRS~SEA~86~054
25 March 1986

INDONESIA

CANADIAN AID FOR BUKIT ASAM COAL RAILWAY PROJECT
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 14 Feb 86 p A7

[Text] Jakarta, 13 Feb (ANTARA)~--Indonesia and Canada here Thursday signed
an agreement on a railway project assistance to support the development of
the Bukit Asam coal project, South Sumatra.

The agreement was signed at a meeting between Canadian ForeignyTrade
Minister James Kelleher and Indone$ian Communications Minister Rusmin

Naryadin.

Indonesia was represented by Director General of Land Communications Ir.
Giri Suseno HKadihardhono and Canada was represented by the Sidney Steel Cor-

portat ion company .

The Canadian assistance for the railway project is part of its package as-
sistance to Indonesia amounting to 0S$120.2 million which have been realized

since the third five-year development plan.

Canada's assistance to the Bukit Asam coal project covers heavy railway facil-
ities, coal wagons, signaling tools and railways.

Fifteen logs with spare-parts spec1al for coal carriers is expected to arrive
here from Canada in May.

James Kelleher is visiting Indone31a in the framework of stepping up economic
and trade relatlons.

During his four-day visit to Indonesia, Kelleher will hold talks with hls
counterpart Minister Rachmat Saleh and other cablnet ministers.

/9274
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INDONESIA

OMBILIN USES HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENT IN COAL MINING
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 17 Feb 86 pp'A6, A7

[Text] Sawahlunto, 17 Feb (ANTARA)--The Ombilin coal mining enterprise in
Sawahlunto, West Sumatera, is the first among such mines in Indonesia, prob-
ably even in ASEAN, to use highly sophisticated equipment for deep mining op-
erations. '

The fully mechanical equipment, supplied by a British firm, have already been
operated semi-mechanically since mid-1985, and are expected to go into full
operation beginning in April this year, the company's production and de-
velopment director, Suhandoyo, disclosed here Saturday.

. With the use of the modern equipment the coal mining company managed to
produce 770,750 tons of coal last year, while the target has been set at
750,000 tons.

The output was the hlghest among those of all the coal mining companies in
JIndonesia in 1985, Ahmad Priyono, the president director of the state-run
coal mining company, said during a thanksgiving ceremony here.

The 1985 production level, he added, was also higher than the highest output
ever reached during the Dutch colonial era. In 1930, 624,212 tons were pro-
duced, he said.

The ceremony was also attended by Inspector General of the Department of
Mines and Energy Ibnu Sudjono, British Ambassador to Indonesia MacDonald
and West Sumatera Governor Azwan Anas. : :

The occasion also marked the commencement of the construction of 350-unit
“housing complex for the employees, a 60-m bridge over the Ombilin River to
the location of a new mine in Perambanan.

Ahmad Priyono said further that the company also has the task of developing
the coal mimes throughout the country, except the one in South Sumatera.

In this context the government intended to reopen the secondary mlnlng tech~-
aical school (STIM) in Sawahlunto which was closed in 1968 after an existence

of 15 years.

11




The Bumit Asam coal mining company in South Sumatra, with the US$800 million
in investments it has received recently, is expected to produce 3,000,000
tons of coal per annum, making it one of the biggest coal producers in
Indonesia.

The Ombilin company is expected to boost its output to 900,000 tons this
year, and 1,000,000 tons next year. Ombilin holds 30 million tons of coal
deposits consisting of 30 million tons in open mines and 130 million tons
in deep mines.

The boosting of coal production is not only necessary for increasing
foreign exchange revenues for the state but also for providing cheaper
energy for domestic consumption.

Rp 10,000 worth of coal would be sufficient to produce one ton- of cement
which Rp 20,000 worth of fuel 0il would be needed to produce the same quan-

tity, he added.

/9274
CS0: 4200/781
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COAL EXPORT TO JAPAN EXPECTED TO DOUBLE
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 19 Feb 86 p AL

[Text] Jakarta, -18 Feb (ANTARA)--Coal exports from Indonesia to Japan will
increase from 100,000 tons/year during 1986 to become 200,000 tons/year in
1987. B »

"The increase of coal export to Japan is in accordance with the demand from
that country, besides, Japan will also buy the commodity at a- higher price
compared with the Indonesian coal exports to other countries," President _
Director of P. N. Tambang Batubara (state-owned coal mining cowpany), Achmad
Priyono said at a hearing before Parliament Commission VI led by its vice
chairman, H. A. Poerwosasmito, here Tuesday. ' : P

lle stated that due to the increase of coal demand from Japan, the export of
coal to Malaysia, particularly coal from the Ombilin mining enterprise in
West Sumatera, will decrease.

According to him, thevprice of coal on the international market is about 37
US dollars per ton, while Japan buys Indonesian coal at 38 US dollars per
ton. . . '

~Indonesian coal exports, particularly from Ombilin, reached 452,312 tons
worth 16.57 million US dollars during 1985, while in 1984 it reached 401,502
tons worth 14.36 million US dollars.

Besides to Japan, Indonesia also exports coal to Malaysia, Thailand,
Bangladesh, South Korea and Vietnam.

Replying to a question asked by a member of Parliament, Achmad Priyono said
that Indonesia still imports coal from other countries in order to meet the
demand for the Suralaya steam power electricity plant which needs certain coal
not yet produced in Indonesia. '

/9274
CSO: 4200/781

13




JPRS~SEA~86+=054
25 March 1986

INDONESIA

BALINESE FARMERS ASKED TO GROW MORE SECONDARY CROPS
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 16 Feb 86 pp Al, A2

[Text] Denpasar, 15 Feb (ANTARA)--Minister of Agriculture Affandi has
called on local farmers in Bali to grow secondary crops such as soybeans
which he declared as important as rice having a highly economic value and
containing nutritive substances. ' -

Addressing‘a meeting with‘farmeré of Kédewatan village, some 30 km north

of Denpasar, Friday, he said the output of secondary crops in the region

is still very low, particularly compared with the performance of its rice
output. :

"If the Balinese farmers succeed in yielding 12 tons of rice per hectare,
I wonder why they turn out only 0. 9 ton of soybeans per hectare,' the
minister added.

He appealed to the local farmers to evaluate themselves so as to raise the
soybeans output to as high as around 2. 1 to 2,5 tons per hectare as having
been achieved by West Java.

In this context, the minister advised them to buy soybean- seeds of higher
quality, although the price is a bit expensive. -

"Try to buy seeds of Rp 750 per kg, don't buy the cheaper ones' of Rp 500 per
kg. I assure you the output will ‘be’ much greater, ' he said.

/9274
CSO: 4200/781

14




JPRS“SEA*86“054
25 March 1986

INDONESTA

DEVELOPMENT OF EAST KALIMANTAN FERTILIZKR PLANTS REPORTED
Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in knglish 21 Feb 86 p 4

[Text] Urea fertilizer ahdyammonia produced by PT nguk’Kaltim, a fertilizer
plant in East Kalimantan, were supplied to the domestic market and exported in
1985. C ‘ - o o ‘ o

President Director of PT Pupuk Kaltim disclosed atfa’meetihg with Parliamentary
Commission VI here recently that the company produced 495,949 m. tons of

ammonia in 1985, of which 231,753 m. tons had been used in the processing of
urea. B . S R o o e _ ' :

The company produced 400,252 m. tons of urea and sold 264,223 tons of ammonia
last year. Some 66,657 m. tons out of 264,223 m. tons of ammonia sold by the
company in 1985 was supplied to the Grgsjk]petrochemical plant in East Java
and the remaining 197,566 m. tons was exported. ‘ o ' )

PI Pupuk Kaltim consists of production unit I (Popuk Kaltim 1), and produc-
tion Unit II (Popuk Kaltim II). Fertilizer and ammonia supply from the com~
pany in 1985 mostly came production unit II, because production unit I is
still under the rehabilitation work. The rehabilitation of Kaltim I is
expected to be completed in October 1986.

The supply of urea from PT Pupuk Kaltim is managed by PT Pusri. The supply of
ammonia from PT Pupuk Kaltim mostly goes to PT Petro Kimia Gresik and Philip-

pines Phosphate Fertilizer Corp. and the smaller part goes to other countries

outside ASEAN such as India, Taiwan, South Korea and Tanzania. ‘ '

To smoothen the supply of fertilizer and ammonia from PT Pupuk Kaltim, several
facilities have been built not far from the plant, including a special harbour
for the shipment of urea and ammonia, warc houses for urea and storage tanks
for ammonia. The number of workers employed by the company was registered at
2,266 in 1985.

The construction of the third production units, Pupuk Kaltim ITII, is scheduled
to start in the beginning of this year. When completed, the third production
unit will produce 570,000 tons of urea/year. That new production unit is ex-
pected to be completed in the beginning of 1989, With the operation of the
three production units, PT Pupuk Kaltim will produce 1,700,000 m. tons of urea
and 330,000 m. tons of ammonia a year from 1989.
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LOG EXPORT BAN BOOSTS'CENTRAL SULAWESI'S EXPORTS
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in Engllsh 20 Feb 86 p A6

[Text] Palu, 20 Feb (ANTARA)-—The ban on log export has a 9031tive impact
on the increase of non-oil/non-gas commodity exports from Central Sulawesi,
South Sulawesi s provinc1al trade office chief Soemarsono told ANTARA here

Wednesday.

The ban, 1a1d down in the Joint dec1sion of the m1n1sters of trade home
affairs and forestry, has glven a great boost to processed timber exports

in 1985.

In 1984 Central Sulawesi's exports consisted of logs and sawn iron-wood,
logs and sawn timber of various wood species, iron~wood handicraft products,
mangrove wood, rattan, sea products and resin, reaching a total volume of
98,538.94 tons worth US$22 896, 443 36.

In 1985 Central Sulawesi's exports recorded a value of Us$23,960,578.22,
although the volume declined to,62,233,l69 M3.

This export value increase was due to the increase in volume of sawn timber
by 179.25 percent, recording a value increase of 239.70 percent.

The exports of proceséed timber, not including iron-road, in 1984 reached'
17,210.73 M3 worth US$3,448,286.35. 1In 1985 the .export of plywood increased
to 48,060.27 M3 worth US$11,713,819.91.

The logs, which were banned for export, were bought by 18 local saw-mills.
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BALI TO SEND MORE TRANSMIGRANTS TO IRIAN JAYA
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 10 Feb 86 pp Al, A2

[Text] Jayapura, Irian Jaya, 10 Feb (ANTARA)--Vice Governor of Bali I Dewa
Gde Oka has said that in the current fourth five year development plan
(pelita IV) his province will be transmigrating about 1,000 families to
Irian Jaya in the light of improving life. o ‘ '

Speaking to newsmen after a meeting with Irian Jayan Governor Izaac llindom
here Saturday, he further said the sending of the new settlers will be. .
jointly arranged by the two provincial administrations and will carried out
gradually depending on the preparation works of the new resettlement centres
in Irian Jaya.

‘He. also said that the would—beftransmigrénfs generally consist of tough and
ckilled farmers who are expected to be able to improve their standard of
living and thus to support the implementation of development programs in
Irian Jaya. -
"I am convinced that the Balinese transmigrants will be feeling at home at
their new settlements because the lands in the province are so fertile," |
the vice governor concluded. o o LT

Meanwhile , Drs. Ida Bagus Putraka, head of the Bali Transmigration office,
who accompanied the vice governor during Lis meeting with Covernor Izaac
Hindom, said that in the next 1986/87 fiscal year, Bali is scheduled to send
about 300 families to Irian Jaya. AR C oo

They will be resettled in the Jayapura regency, he added.

After the meeting the Balinese vice governor and party visited the Skylan .
transmigration area where Balinese settlers are living well there. o

On Sunday they left for Sorong where they will closely observe the living
condition of the Balinese transmigrants.
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PELITA DAILY TO HAVE NEW MANAGEMENT
Jakarta ANTARA NEWS BULLETIN in English 20 Feb 86 p Al

[Text] Jakarta, 20 Feb (ANTARA)--The "Pelita" daily newspaper in Jakarta
will run under a new management board as of 11 March this year with Akbar
Tanjung as editor-in-chief.

Akbar Tanjung was general chairman of the Indonesian Islamic Student Associ-
ation (HMI) in the 1970's. His present position is that of vice-secretary
general of the executive board of the Golkar Functional Group. '

The new management board Thursday held a meeting with no less than 16 ad-
vertising agencies in an effort for an exchange of views. Among those
present were the general chairman of the Indonesian Advertising Agency As-
sociation (P3I), Bati Subakti, P3I Secretary General Yushak Ismail and the
general chairman of the Jakarta Chapter of P3I, Fachri Muhammad.

Agil H. Ali, a young figure of the East Java Golkar chapter who sponsored
the meeting, said "the new management will involve new Islamic intellectuals
and young businessmen."

lie said although the daily will still voice the Islamic aspirations it will
no longer commit itself to a political aspirations, adding "the outlook of
Pelita will be more national and it will no longer be exclusive or inclined
to lean on a certain political party."

The newspaper with a circulation of about 15,000 has so far been known as
affiliate of the Islamic United Development Party (PPP).

Under the new management the daily will increase its pages to 12 and will
recruit more reporters who are well educated, Agil said.

Among the members of the new management board are Aburizal Bakrie (as vice-
editor in chief) and Dr. Sulastomo (old editorial board member).

Pelita sells most of its publication in East Java and South Sulawesi.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT ON ATTAPEU REEDUCATION CAMPS

Bangkok THE NATION in English 14, 15 Feb 86 p 5

[Text]

o Q MNESTY INTERNATIONAL has long been concerned

at the practice of arbitrary administrative detention
and restriction without charge or trial in the
Democratic People’s Republic of Laos (DPRL), in particular
with regard to persons taken into custody for “re-education”
in 1975-76, at the time of the DPRL’s foundation, but also

with regard to persons taken into custody in subsequent

years.

According | to the information available to Amnesty
International, the largest numbers of persons are to be found

“in provinces in remote northeastern and southern parts of

‘the country, including notably isolated districts in Houa

Phanh, Xieng Khouang, Savannakhet, Attapeu and Xe Kong
provinces, but also in other provinces. o

These persons were originally

- taken into custody and are believed

to have been held in detention or
restriction for “re-éducation” for as
long as ten years witout ever havin
been charged, tried or sentenced,
contrary to. international human
rights norms entitling them to trial
within a reasonable time or to
unconditional release. ‘
These persons = may have
originally ‘been taken into custody
and may still be detained or
restricted not because they are
alleged to have committed any
specific ' recognizably criminal act,
whether violent or non-violent, but
only on account of their imputed
political sympathies for a previous
government and of their suspected
current dissident political tenden-

-cies. ’

Amnesty International has urged
that these persons either be

- jmmediately - charged on an

individual ~ basis with specific
recognizably criminal offences and
be given prompt and fair trials

“conforming to intefnational stan-

dards,. or otherwise that they be

- immeédiately and unconditionally

released and granted facilities
enabling them to return to their
homes without hindrance.

in April 1985, Amnesty
International made public a
document describing the organiza-
tion’s overall concerns in Laos. At
that time, most of Amnesty
International’'s information on
“re-education” had to do with its
history and recent practice in
northeastern  Laos.  Recently,
however, while gathering additional
information on “re-education” in
northeastern  Laos,  Amnesty
International has also been able to
ﬁather considerable new data on the
istory and practice ' of “re-
education” in other parts of the

_country, particularly in the
~ goutheastern province of Attapeu..
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The following documenit sets forth
this new information on ‘“re-
education” in Attapeu, covering the
eriod from 1975 up through the -
atter part of 1985. . . ‘

AttapeuProvince:
History and
administration

Located in the southeasternmost
corner of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Laos (DPRL), Attapeu is
one of the country’s. most
underdeveloped and remote pro-
vinces. Lying astride none of the
landlocked country’s few major
communications routes, Attapeu is
also the province most distant from -~ . -
the national capital and chief town,
Vientiane, . ’

During the Second IndochinaWar
(1959-75), it was a stronghold of
partisans of the future DPRL and

subjected - to intensive aerial
bombardment. . Attapeu . was
brought under the complete -

administrative predominance of the . : -

political antecedent to the DPRL, .

the Neo Lao Hakxat (Laotian
Patriotic Front), as early as 1970,
thereby becoming the first Laotian

province -outside the countr{’s’
northeast to. be politically
consolidated by it. It was

furthermore the site of a wartime
“sub-divisional headquarters” of the
Neo Lao Hakxat (NLHX) and also
for the then People’s Party of Laos
(now the Reévolutionary People’s
Party of Laos), which staffed and

~ Sketch map of the Democratic
‘Peoples Republic of Laos

'
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directed the NLHX and is now the
'DPRL’s sole legal political party. In

addition to Attapeu itself, these

wartime . Party and  Front
sub-divisional headquarters had
authority over territories included
in the current DPRL provinces of

Champassak (to the -west) and Xe

Kong (to the north). )
~For these reasons and also
because crucial supply lines of the
then Democratic Republic of
Vietnam (now the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam) ran through Attapeu
into neighbouring areas of southern
Vietnam and northwest Kam-
uchea, it was heavily targetted for
nited States Air Force %)ombing,
which brought about extensive loss
of life, as well as much physical
destruction, particularly to towns
and villages and to transportation

infrastructure, such as trials and

bridges. ~

- At least in part because of refugee
flight and fatalities that were
- caused by the war. Attapeu is
currently the DPRL’s most sparsely
populated  province. Wit an
officially tabulated population of

69,600 persons on an area of 11,900:

square kilometres, it has a
population density of less than six
persons per square kilometre. An
overwhelming majority of this
generally scattered population,.
moreover, is defined as belonging to

the Lao Theung (*Upper Laotian”)
category of national minorities
(xonxat). These Lao Theung
comprise  mostly  Mon-Khmer

ethnolinguistic groupings, whose.

language, culture and farming
practices are quite different from
that of the country’s predominant
Lao Loum (“Lowland Laotians”).
Under previous regimes, they had
suffered  from - discriminatory
treatment and neglect, and they are
conventionally considered to enjoy a
relatively low level of socio-
economic and socio-cultural deve-
lopment today.
; Almost all of Attapeu is
dominated by rugged and forest- or
brush-covered  upland
including part of _the Bolovens
Plateau in the Torthwest and
foothills of Vietnam’s Central
Highlands in the €ast. There are,
however, -several - narrow, but
significant valley lowlands. The
most important of these lies astride
the . Xe (river) Kong, which
. traverses the province initially from

- north to south before turning

terrain, .
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- lowlands.

southwest~ to - flow  toward
Kampuchea’s Steung Treng pro-
vince. : o
Two of the Xe Kong’s tributaries,
the Xe Kamane and the Xe Xou,
which flow west down out of the
Central Highlands’ foothills before
joinmﬁ together and then flowin
into the Xe Kong, are also flanked
by valley lowlands. Historically, the
gite of the province’s only major
town has been in the area of the
tri-confluence of the Xe Kamane,
Xe Xou and Xe Kong, at-
approximately the centre of the
province. . - B -
Even before the destruction’
caused by bombing, -Attapeu’s
transport _infrastructure was
minimal. In' the 1960s,: the
province’s two best transportation
routes were little more than gingle
lane loose surface dirt trails, not
reliably passable during the yearly
May to October monsoon rainy
season. They were both in the valley
5ne, designated Route
#16; followed the - Xe Kong
northward from the tri-confluence
area, eventually connecting it with
an asphalted road in Saravane
province. : .
“The other, designated Route #18,
followed the Xe Kong southwest
from the tri-confluence area, even-
tually connecting it with a paved
road in Champassak province. ' .
Otherwise, Attapeu’s transporta-
tion infrastructure consisted . of
rutted dirt tracks leading up into

and across the rugged uplands,

most of which were passable only to

. animal carts’ or military vehicles,

and then sometimes only during the
dry season. . . .

Similarly, even before the war
period, the province’s chief town
was hardly more than an oversized .
village, with at most several
thousand inhabitants and no in-
dustty, even of a small scale, to
speak of. It did not, in any case,
survive the hostilities, but was, like
many villages, virtually abandoned
to avoid them, ceasing for a
practical purposes to exist.

Currently, like other DPRL
provinces, Attapeu is governed by a
(state) Administrative Committee
that is fully staﬂ"ed'ar.ld closely
directed by a provincial Party
Committee of the ruling Revolution-.
ary People’s Part‘y; of Laos (RPPL).
Membership in these two commit-
tees is interlocking, “but - not
identical. - In - Attapeu, as other




DPRL provinces, the Party Com-

mittee (headed by its Secretary) is
responsible for policy formulation,
while the Administrative Cominit-
tee (headed by its Chairman) is

responsible for policy implementa--

tion.

The provincial Party Committee
in Attapeu, like the RPPL Central
Committee in Vientiane, has mem-
bers with specific policy-making
responsibilities_in the spheres of
economy and finance, united front
and mass mobilization work, ideol-
ogy and ideological training, de-
fence and security matters, organi-
zational staffing, and foreign rela-
tions, among other things.

. -.Membership portfolios within the
provincial Administrative Commit-
tee similarly reflect the pattern of
functional differentiation set by the
Council of Ministers in Vientiane,
with its various constituent Minis-
tries and State Committees. It thus
includes members charged with
policy implementation in  such
spheres as defence; foreign affairs;
interior (security); (economic) plan-
ning; industry, handicrafts and
forestry; commerce; = agriculture,
- .irrigation and agricultural coopera-
tives; ‘transportation, communica-
tions and posts; finance; construc-
tion (public works); public health;
andsoon. - = o

The persons holdin% these port-
folios typically head sub-committees
in charge of the work in these
spheres, - which is said to be
organized into provincial “services”
or “sections” (phnek.) ‘
Below,the province level, Attapeu
is divided, like the rest of, the
country, into districts (meuang),
sub-districts or “cantons” (tasseng)
and villages (ban). -~ '
Attapeu comprises four districts,
. Samakhixai, Xaisetha, Sa Nam Sai
“and Xanxai, which are divided into
20 sub-districts and 149 villages.
Samakhixai district covers the
west-central part of the province,
including the tri-confluence area,
where a new provincial chief town
named Samakhixai has been estab-
lished. Xaisetha district lies-to the
northeast and southeast, borderin
on Kampuchea and Vietnam, an
can be reached by travelling up the
Xe Kamane and Xe Xou valleys. Sa

:Nam Sai district lies to the south,-

bordering on Kampuchea, and can
be reached by travelling down the
Xe Kong valley along Route #18.
Xanxai district lies to the northeast,
bordering on Vietnam, and is
virtually inaccessible. .
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. previnees  of

“Re-Education” in
Attapeu Province:

Generalities . ,
- In "the early part of 1985,
Amnesty International receive

from refugee workers an estimate of
the number of persons - still
restricted or detained for: “re-
education” in Attapeu. According to

‘this estimate, which was based

primarily upon extensive interviews
with Laotian refugees in Thailand
who had formerly been held for
“re-education” in the province, it
was believed that there were still
approximately 1,400 persons res-
tricted or _detained for ‘“re-
education” ‘in the province’s
Samakhixai and Xanxai districts as
of the beginning of 1985. = -
"Among  these estimated 1,400
‘persons, around 800 were thought

‘to ‘be in’'Samakhixai district and

perhaps another 600 in the more
remote Xanxai district, according to
the reports collected from' former
Attapeu “seminarees” (khon semi-

‘na, the term’ originally applied to

ersons sent to “re-education”) who
ad managed to ‘make’ their way
from Attapeu to Thailand.

" In the appendix to a letter.sent on

August 16, 1985 to His Excellency
Kaysone Phomvihan, Chairman of
the DPRL Council of Ministers and
Secretary General of the RPPL
Central Committeé, Amnesty Inter-
national listed the names of 2,632

.})erson's who, according to reports

rom various sources, were at that
time believed to be among those
‘held for “re-education” in differerit
] northeastern "and

southeastern Laos.

_This list included the names of

452 persons who had been reported

_ to Amnesty International as being

among those held ‘in -~ Attapeu.
Almost all of these latter persons
whose names were known to
Amnésty - International - were

- thought, "according ' to the most
“recent information then available,

to be in the tri-confluence area of -
Samakhixai district. The few others

-whose names were .. specifically

known to Amnesty International
were reported to be either in Xanxai
or perhaps in Sa Nam Sai district.

" The information now available to
Amnesty International is ‘too
‘incomplete to allow it to confirm or
to attempt to revise the- estimate
received by it in the early part of
1985. It does, however, indicate that
the number of persons still
restricted or detained for “re-




education” in Attdpeu #@s of the
latter - part of 1985 was not
substantially less than it had been
at the beginning of the year and
was almost certainly in excess of
one thousand. » ' "
Amnesty International has
obtained considerable new detail
from former restrictees and
detainees and from other sources
- about general aspects of ‘“re-
education” in
about many of the 452 individuals
. whose names were. known to it as of
August 1985 as well as other
individuals whose names have since
‘become known to it. This informa-
tion suggests that such reduction as
did occur during the course of 1985
did not result from outright
releases. Rather, it seems to have’
resulted from successful escapes
and, to a much lesser extent, death
from disease or during escape
attempts or other factors. The new
_data also suggests that the early
1985 estimate received by Amnesty
International may have failed to
include certain kinds of restrictees
and detainees in certain locations,
and thus may possibly have
under-estimated the total.

The new information obtained by
Amnesty International has to do’
-primarily with developments as
regards persons who ha been held
for “re-education” in Samakhixai
district. It reveals that a significant
number of persons who were
thought as of August 1985 to be
.undergoing “re-education” in the
tri-confluence aréa of Samakhixai
district either had in fact already
been moved elsewhere in the
province or have since been so
relocated. Perhaps the most notable
transfer has been that of some
restrictees to do road construction
work across the rain-swept
Bolovens Plateau area of north--
western Attapeu, a move that
seems actually to have begun as
. early as mid-1984.

This new information does, on the
other hand, confirm that many,
. probably most, of the persons
.previously thought to be in ‘the
“tri-confluence area of Samakhixai
district were still held in that area
.as of the latter part of 1985.

arts of Attapeu and

-“Re-Education” in
Attapeu Province:
History
A: Battalion #402

According to Amnesty Interna-
tional's information, some of the
persons currently restricted or
‘detained_ for ““re-education”  in
Attapeu have been held continuous-
ly in this province since 1975-76.

mong these decade-long Attapeu
restrictees and detainees are said to
be many former military personnel
of the Royal Armed Forces of the
‘Roval Laotian Government (RLG).

‘hese ~ included field-grade
junior-grade and non~comm‘issioneé
officers who had previously been
assigned to the RLG's Military Zone
IV, which comprised territory now
in the DPRL provinces of Attapeu,
Champassak, ‘Salavane: and Xe
Kong. Almost all of these persons
are of the predominant Lao Loum
(lowland Laotian) ethnic grouping,

- and came originally from provinces
more or less distant from Attapeu.
* According to numerous first-hand
accounts, they had in almost all
cases voluntarily and peacefully
allowed themselves to be flown from
various locations in Champassak
‘.and - Salavane - into Attapeu in
. 1975-76, . during or after .the
nationwide overthrow by the RPPL
_ of ‘the . coalition government that
had been formed between the RLG
and the Neo Lao Hakxat in 1973,
following a cease-fire and political
agreement between the two reached

iri that year. . ~
* According to these accounts, they
were told by Neo Lao Hakxat cadres

. - that they were being flown into

© Attapeu to attend brief political

. “geminars” to explain to them the

¢ .. never
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policy changes being initiated by,
the new regime, in order that they
‘might be integrated into its service.
They were - instead immediately
placed under armed guard and have
been allowed 'to leave
 Attapeu. o
Reportedly, most of the persons in
“ this group of decade-long Attapeu
restrictees were initially held inside
the then only partially constructed

gite of what  would "be called




Samakhixai town and become the
provincial capital. While attending
the compulsory political lectures
there, they were also obliged to
engage in strenuous collective
agricultural labour. They were soon
thereafter moved out of- the town
site and organized into a seminar
and work “battalion” (kongphan),
designated Battalion #402, which:
was composed of a small “headquar-:
ters unit” (kong banxakan) and four;
“companies” (konghoy), which were!
designated Companies #1, #2, #3
and #4. These companies were in
turn reportedly composed of a
number of “platoons” (mouat),
which were further subdivided into
a number of “squads” (mou).

Work and seminar Battalion
#402 was organized under the
auspices of and guarded by
detachments of combatants from

the DPRL military in Attapeu

srovince. Regular cadres of the then

aotian People’s Liberation Army
{now the Laotian People’s Army)
reportedly acted as its commanders

combatants detached to guard its
members, and the chief officer in
charge of the unit is said to have
held the rank of lieutenant colonel.

The number of “battalion troops”
(ﬁhon kongphan) — not including
the command cadres and combatant
Euards — i8 reportedly originally to

ave totalled between 600 and 800
men, with a_relatively small
number assigned to work and study
under the headquarters unit and
the rest distributed more or less
evenly to work and study under the
battalion’s four companies. E

The bivouac of Battalion #402’8

"headquarters unit was reportedly

soon located at a place on the east
bank of the Xe Kong, opposite the
site of Samakhixai town. At the
same time, separate bivouacs were
reportedly chosen for the battalion’s
four companies.

Comdpany #1 is said to have been
located not far upstream from the
headquarters, also on the east bank

-at all levels, as well as of the DPRL , of the Xé Kong, at a place called

i Ban Mai. Company #2 is said to
. have been located further away, up

[ the Xe Kamane, at a place on its
{ northern bank known as Houay
! Phoke. Company #3 is said to have
'been sent even further up the Xe
Kamane, a place, also on its
northern bank, known as Ban Hat
Liang. Company #4, finally, is said
to have been ordered furthest from
battalion headquarters, down-
istream along the Xe Kong's west
'bank, into an area known as Ban
i Hom. ! :
|

| In the initial period, Battalion
- #402’s troops re ortele laboured
ito -establish and build  up self-
supplying encampments at their
vartous bivouac sites. They began
by setting up dwellings for their
commanders, . their combatant
guards and themselves, and then
cleared forest and brush and started
to farm paddy and garden plots
from which their commanders,
combatant guards and they them-
selves got rice and vegetables. -
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After this initial period, they

reportedly were increasingly de-
ployed in units of platoon or 8 uad

gize -on various heavy labour

‘assignments, during which they
.. were ordered to perform tasks
“.- deemied necessary or useful by the
provincial military or the provincial
party and state authorities. These
tasks are said to have included
clearing jungle and undergrowth for
- fields to be farmed by life-time local
- residents, in most cases Lao Theung

easants who had supported the
¥(PPL from even before 1970;

- logging and quarrying to provide

" construction materials being used
~“in the building-up of Samakhixai
“‘town and smaller DPRL military
and administrative concentrations;

working as coolies lugging sacks of

paddy or rice and other agricultural

produce from fields to warehouses-

or from warehouses to boats, carts
and trucks; and repairing and
constructing bridges and loose-
surface trails and roads. =
“For the most part this labour
which was reportedly combine
with frequent attendance at politic-
al seminars, is said to have been
.performed in Samakhixai district,
although Company #3 is said also
fairly often to have worked in
Xaisetha district.

The troops of Battalion #402
continued to ‘be organized and to
work in the above-described man-
ner through 1979-80. The next
several years, starting in 1980, but
especial{y from 1982 through 1984,
were reportedly a eriod of
transition, during which most of
what had been officially termed the

“troops” of Battalion #402 were’

progressively geconded to work
directly for various parts of the
provincial military command or the
provincial administrative “sec-
tions,” either inside or outside
Samakhixai town. '

While -the majority of those so
- geconded worked as simply manual
labourers (kamakone), others were
given minor skilled jobs. During
this period of transition, what is
said to have been first described as a
process of seconding is said to have
increasingly become permanent
reassignment out of the old
‘Battalion #402 structure, and it
reportedly was in effect dissolved. It
reportedly has not, however, ever
been formally abolished and con-
‘tinues to have some residual and
gkeletal existance as a unit of

organization to which some of its -

former troops are still on occasion
answerable. X
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" the People’s
- during

B Battalion #9079

During  1979-80, meanwhile,
geveral new groupings of restrictees.

and detainees  were, according to - -

Amnesty ‘International’s “informa-
tion, brought into Attapeu either to
continue there the “re-education”
they had started in other provinces

‘or to begin there to. undergo
- #ye-education” for the first time.

‘One of these geveral groupings
comprised persons brought down to
Attapeu from “re-education” cen-
tres in such northern DPRL
rovinces as Phongsali, -Louang
amtha, Oudomxai, Louang Pha-.

* bang ‘and Sayabouli, where they

had been held since 1975-76. They
were evidently moved from north-
ern to southeastern Laos as a result
of the severe deterioration in
relations between the DPRL and
»’s Republic of China
1978-79, which
DPRL’s estimation reportedly ren-
dered provinces on or near the
Chinese border insufficiently secure
to host “re-education” ‘on a
significant scale. L :

Although gsome of the persons :
who had been held in - these
provinces were reportedly released
to Vientiane n 1979-80, many
others, especially, it is said, those
considered politically recalcitrant, .
were moved elsewhere, including
Attapeu. Among the ‘persons re-
portedly transported down into
Attapeu are said to have been
approximately 200 ex-RLG military
officers from Louang Phabang and
other northern provinces.

Although most of these are
identified as being Lao Loum, they
are said also to have included some
Lao Soung (“highland Laotians”).
belon%"ing to the Hmong (“Meo”)
.ethnolinguistic group. Said in
addition to have been among those
transported down from Phongsali,
Sayabouli and other northern
‘provinces were approximately 100
ex-RLG Lao Loum civil servants
and civilian political figures closely
associated with the RLG constitu-
tional monarchy, including several

rominent members of the royal
amily of the house of Louang
Phabang. Upon arrival in Attapeu,
many of these persons were
organized into a seminar and work-
battalion, designated Battalion
#979. (It is thought that this

_designation may have referred to

the unit’s official. foundation date,
September 1979).

in the ' -




The troops of ‘Battalion #979
were reportedly substantially au-
gmente by. the incorporation into
the unit of a second newly arrived
grouping, in this case of new
restrictees. They are said to have
been mostly young men (xao noum)
who had been secondary school
students in Vientiane immediately
prior to their being taken into
custody and transported into
Attapeu. It is reported that
arproximately 100 such young men,
all Lao Loum, were brought down
from Vientiane and put into
Battalion #979.

According to available accounts,
they were so placed into restriction
because DPRL authorities in the
caYital either suspected them of
holding dissident political views or
alleged that they had been avoiding
military service, and also more

enerally because they came from
amilies believed to have had very
strong past political or professional
affiliations with the old RLG. .

Battalion #979 is said therefore
to have been formed in stages both
from the older, veteran ex-military
and civilian seminarees brought
down from parts of Laos near China
and from the younger, new
ex-student restrictees taken into

custody in Vientiane, with only a

few other elements being added in.

The forming up is reported to
have occurred at an assembly point
located in a place known as Ban
Touay, said to be in an isolated and
unpopulated area a considerable
distance northeast of Samakhixai
town.

reportedly or%anized under the
auspices of DPRL military forces in
Attapeu :

letely officered by regular duty

aotian People’s Army (LPA)
cadres who also commanded detach-
ments of armed LPA combatants
who closely guarded the battalion’s
troops. In evident contrast, howev-
er, to Battalion #402, Battalion
_#979 is said to have answered

directly to central DPRL military. -

authorities .in'  Vientiane, rather
than to the provincial military in
Attapeu., ,

According to accounts from its
former members and others, Batta-
lion #979 was soon ordered to
abandon its assembly point for a
staging area at a place known as
Tat Koum, from which its troops
. were sent, in line with the Battalion
#402 precedent, to establish and

Like Battalion #402, it was

rovince, and was com- -
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.considerably

build up separate, self-supplying

‘encampments for the battalion -

headquarters unit and each of the
battalion’s four companies, which
were located at various bivouacs on
either bank of the Xe Kamane,
upstream from
Samakhixai town. As the troops of
Battalion #402 had reportedly done
earlier and closer to the province’s
new and gradually growing capital, .

" those of Battalion #979 are said to -

have been set to work under armed
surveillance constructing perma-
nent shelters and then clearing off
land on which were cultivated
addy and vegetables. Within,
owever, a year or less after this
work was basically completed, the
troops of Battalion #979 reportedly
began to join those of Battalion
#402 in being seconded as menial
labourers or skilled workers to the
provincial authorities of Attapeu, -

“including both its military offices

and its administrative sections.
They are said to have increasingly
performed, on what became a
permanent basis, verious assigned
tasks alongside or at least nearby
the Attapeu veteran troops of
Battalion #402. Most of Battalion
#979’s reassigned troops, some-

. times still orianized as squads or

platoons of the battalion, but in
other cases scattered as individuals,
reportedly were sent to work at ‘a
series of heavy constructing tasks,
such as putting up residenfial or
administrative buildings, military
barracks and offices, housing for
cottage and small-scale machine
industry, schools, clinics and dispen-
saries and state stores, or repairing
and constructing bridges and roads.
In the earlier stages of this period of
transition, the new work of
Battalion #979’s troops reportedly
resulted in it becoming known as a

~ “construction battalion” (kong phan

kosang).. When, as this period was
completed in 1983-84, this pattern
of its troops’ reassignment became
general and permanent, Battalion
#979 is said to have followed
Battalion #402 into virtual non-
existence, without formally being-
fully disbanded. and abolished: -

C Settlements

Meanwhile, a third grouping of
restrictees now identified by Amnesty
International as having been brought
into Atta{)eu during 1979-80 was
being settled in. The persons in this
grouping, like those brought down




from areas of northern Laos near
.China, had already been in “re-
education” for several years, but they
were transferred from much' closer

y. :

They . are reported’ to * have
comprised mostly Lao Loum ex-RLG
non-commissioned officers who had
‘(‘mg_mally been taken into custody for
re-education” in 1975-76 in neigh-
bouring Salavane province, to. the
northeast of Attapeu. At least several
hundred such persons were re-
portedly transferred from “re-
education” in Salavane to ‘“re-
education” in Attapeu during 1979-
80, according to reports because they

- were considered politically unfit for-
-complete and unconditional release

back into societﬁ'.

It is said that upon arrival in
Attapeu, most of these persons were
neither organized into seminar and
work Dbattalions nor assigned to
perform menial or - skilled labour
tasks for provincial military officers
or administrative sections, but were
instead obliged to establish a number
of chiefly ;agricultural “settlements”
or “colonies” (nikhom). These village-

- like settlements are said typically to

have been established in areas
exclusively populated by Lao Theung
with a long history of support for the
RPPL. However, while sometimes
being located near small Lao Theung
villages, they were reportedly almost
always set up separately from them.

‘These settlements are reported to

have been officially designated by,
nuruerals, such as two so i(Ezrrlltiﬁed by
Amnesty International, Settlement
#18 and Settlement #20.

They are also said to have local
eographical names either in Laos or
hmer, such as Phou Dam Khouan

(for Settlement #18), Phoum Kong

- Toun (for Settlement #20) and Kong

My (numerical designation of which
is unknown). Their restricted resi-
dents, who reportedly often include
the wives ancf) children of the men
originally - taken into custody in
Salavane in 1975-76, are said for the
most part to be put into “production

units” (kogf phalit) and otherwise

into “animal husbandry units” (kong
liang sat) or “fish raising units” (kong
liang pa). These various units are said
generally to be directed by native Lao
Theung military cadres who simul-
taneously have authority over small
local: military units that keep a
watchful eye on -the settlers. In
addition. to growing rice and
vegetables for their own consumption
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'and. that of the cadres and’

combatants who lead and watch

_them, these. restrictees’ production

units are reportedly sometimes
assigned to grow sugarcane. tobacco, -
cotton and other “industrial crops”
(phonpouk outsahakame) to provide -
fgi* the needs of local or provincial
cottage or small-scale machine
industries, while the animal hus-
bandry units reportedly ,raise draft
animals, poultry and hogs for use or
consumption both inside and outside
the -settlements to which they are
attached.

In addition to the settlements that,
according to the information avail-
able to Emnesty International, were
established in the "above-described
manner by persons brought down
from “re-education” in Salavane in
1979-80, there is another settlement
in’ Attapeu province about which

- Amnesty International is aware

which, according to its information,
was founded during the transitional
period between 1979 and 1984 by and
for troops of Battalion #402, and, to a
lesser extent, Battalion #979.

This settlement was in fact
reportedly created out of the former
encampment of Company #4 of
Battalion #402, that is, in the area of
Ban Hom, down the Xe Kong from
Samakhixai town. As the transition
proceeded, most of the troops of
Company #4 are said to have been
reassigned to work elsewhere, while a
few troops from other companies of
Battalion -#402 as well as from
Battalion #979 were ordered to what
became known as Ban Hom
Settlement.

Available accounts indicate that

‘those gersons either kept at or sent to

the Ban Hom Settlement were
generally chosen for assignment
there because they were considered
incapable of useful work elsewhere,
either because degenerated health or
advanced age made them unable to
do heavy labour or because they
lacked the specialized knowledge
necessary for the performance of
skilled labour. They are said thus to
have been organized, like the
residents of other settlements, into
units that engaged in agricultural
production, especially paddy and
sugarcane planting, amf) in animal
husbandry or fish raising, by which
means they fed themselves and their .
cadres and guards and also supplied
some surplus to the provincial
administration.



In addition, according to the
information available to Amnesty
International, the former encamp-
ment of the headquarters unit of
Battalion #402, located on the east
bank of the Xe Kong opposite
Samakhixai town, has in recent
years come to function like an
agricultural settlement. Its remain-
ing residents reportedly comprise
primarily veterans of Battalion
#402 drawn from various places,
but also include some veterans of
Battalion #979 and a few other
elements.

As in the case of Ban Hom, they
are said to have beén chosen for
restriction at this site because they
are either infirm, elderly or
unskilled, and to be assigned to
engage for the most part in
self-supplying agricultural produc-
tion activities, particularly paddy
growing. The site is, however, said
according to recent reports not to be

called a “settlement”; it is variously
referred to simply as “402”, by the
geographical name Tha Bak or as a
“Reform and Reconstruction Cen-
tre” a(soun dat sang). :

In contrast to the former
encampments of Company #4 and
the headquarters unit of Battalion
#402, the encampments of its other
subunits and those of Battalion
#979 are said -for all practical
purposes either to have been
abandoned or to have been turned
over to the local population (in most
cases Lao Theung).

This is said to mark the
completion of the transition away
from a system of work and seminar
battalions to that of permanent
seconding of these battalions’ troops
as menial or skilled labourers to
provincial military offices and
civilian administrative sections.

Escapes, Deaths and Re-
leases ‘

According to former Battalion
#402 and #979 troops, one result of
the change in the form of restriction
for “re-education”, away from work
within the original battalion struc-
tures to work under the auspices of
civilian administrative sections and
military and security forces’ offices
or in routinely settled agricultural
production and animal husbandry
units, was a major improvement in
the " restrictees’ opportunities to
escape, to (as their slang puts it)
“make a jump” (ton).
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Starting around ‘1981, therefore,
quite considerable numbers of
restrictees reportedly have each
year been able to escape from
Attapeu, typically making their
way via Champassak province into
Thailand, but also taking other
routes to other destinations. It is
reported that as many as 100 escape
attempts, most of them successful,
occurred yearly, either from inside
or outside Attapeu, and that from
1981 through 1985, between one-’
third and one-half of the ex-troops
of Battalion #402 and #979 made
successful jumps.

Not all efforts, however, have
been successful. Some restrictees
have reportedly either been
apprehended or, on occasion, shot
and killed by LPA troops, security
forces or local Lao Theung militia-.
men, sometimes as they were trying
to slip out of their areas of residence
or workplaces, but more often as
they were trying to make their way
to the Champassak border. Others
were reportedly taken into custody
or, again less frequently, shot and
killed in Champassak or elsewhere
in Laos or while trying to cross from
Laos to Thailand.

According to former restrictees
who were able to escape, those
taken into custody inside Attapeu
while trying to escape from it have
generally been jailed at one of three
prison facilities in the province: the
provincial jail in Samakhixai town,
a jail in Xanxai district far to the
northeast of Samakhixai town, or a
jail closer to town and more directly
to the east that is located at a place
known alternatively as Boeng Vay
or Done Makkhuea. The reported
imprisonment of restrictees accused
of trying to escape as well as of
other wrongful acts is discussed

‘separately, below. ) .

he number of restrictees held for
“re-education” in Attapeu province
has reportedly thus been reduced
over the last five years primarily as
a result of successful escapes and
occasional fatal shootings of those
trying to escape. In addition,
however, the number has re-
portedly fallen because of deaths
from disease and “old age,” as well
as from accidents at work. It is said
that many of the deaths by disease
were due to poor working condi-
tions, in particular ' obligatory
labour at unsanitary and malarial
construction sites where few or no

‘provisions for hygiene or malaria

prophylaxis had been made.




“Re-Education” in Attapeu
Province: Late 1985

* The information available to
Amnesty International as of the
latter part of 1985 suggests that as
of that time perhaps 500-600
veterans of Battalions #402 -and
#979 were still being held for
“re-education” in Attapeu.

~Among these, the most recently
available reports indicate, probably
something more than half were in
late 1985 assigned to work under
one of Attapeu’s provincial civilian
administrative sections. The largest
numbers of these are reported to be
assigned to work under one of four
provincial economic sections, either
the construction; the transporta-
tion, communications and posts; the
industry, handicrafts and forestry;
of the commerce section. They were
said in virtually every case to the
“seneral workers” (kamakone
tﬁouapay) performing heavy or

menial - labour tasks, such as

putting up state buildings of various

types inside or outside Samakhixai
town; maintaining and constructing
roads and trails; manning ricemills,
electrical generating plants or the
rovince’s only mechanical sawmill;
oﬁging and quarrying; doing coolie
labour and stevedoring; digging
drainage ditches and laying water
pipes, etc. _

A few are said to have been
performing more skilled labour,

'such as woodworking, driving,

cooking, vehicle even
barbering. -

The largest concentrations are
said to have been found in three
state-owned construction “corpora-
tions” or “firms” (bolisat) answering
to the Attapeu construction section
and in a “road-making unit” (kong
het thang) deployed on what is
known as Route #16B (or the
Katamtok Road) and reportedly
answering to the Attapeu trans-
portation, communications and
posts section.

The three corporations reportedly
were known as Corporations #1, #2
and #3 and each to have betwéen
50 and 80 veterans of Battalions
#402 and #979 as workers.
Corporations #1 and #2 are said to
have been doing construction work
primarily inside Samakhixai town,
with Corporation #3 more frequent-
ly detailed to work at other
locations. The Route 16B/Katamtok
Road crew is said to have included
?0-60 veterans of the two batta-
ons. .

repair,

29

‘latter part of 1985 for

The task of these restrictees was
rerortedly to uggrade a disused
colonial-era trail branching off from
Route #16 at a point some 40
kilometres north of Samakhixai
town and winding its way westward
up onto and across the Bolovens
Plateau in northwestern Attapeu,
to transform it from a trail into a
loose-surface road passable to
ordinary traffic, at least during the
dry season. This work is officially
stated to have begun in early 1984,
and to have proceeded with help
from Attapeu’s neighbouring and
“sister province” in Vietnam, Gai
Lai-Cong Tum. The project re-
portedly involved intensive upgrad-
ing of at least 40-50 kilometres of
muddy and rocky track, from the
Route #16 turnoff point north of the
village of Ban Kangiak to the area
of the village of Houay Kong, near
the Attapeu-Champassak provin-
cial boundary: Tf\e restricte