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SPANISH TRADE WITH LUSOPHONE AFRICA OUTSTRIPS PORTUGUESE ,

Lisbon A TARDE in Portuguese 31 Jan 85 p 12

[Text] Statistical data supplied by the Spanish General Directorate of Customs
have revealed that sales made by Spain to Angola in 1984 were one and one-half
times greater than in the prev1ous year

While exports to Angola grew by 145 percent, imports 1ncreased by only 28.6
percent.

In 1984, Spain sold merchandise to Angola with a value of 11.986 billion
pesetas (approximately 14 million contos), as compared with 4.833 billion
pesetas in the previous year, in which there was an increase involving consumer
goods in the categories of food stuffs and durable goods.

During the same period, Spanish imports from Angola reached a total of 31.220
billion pesetas (almost 37 million contos), as compared with 24.579 billion
pesetas in 1983. These imports consisted mainly of oil, coffee and fish.

By way of comparison, it should be mentioned that Portugal s sales to Angola
between January and September 1984 rose to 15.3 million contos, while in the
same period of the previous year they reached a total of 7 5 million contos,
thus showing an advance of 103 percent.

Contrary to what is happening in the case of Spain, Portugal s purchases from
Angola are much reduced: between January and September of last year, Portuguese
imports from the Angolan market did not exceed 1,264,000 contos, as compared
with 1,188,000 for the same perlod in 1983, thus ‘showing an advance of only

6 percent.

The Angolan government recently announced the- adoption of measures designed to
reduce imports from Portugal, in response to the alleged tolerance shown by
Portuguese authorities toward the activities of UNITA. " When these measures go
into effect, the tendency to increase trade with Spaln will receive additional
impetus. : , o . :

Trade between Spain and Mozambique fell in 1984: sales to Mozambique shrank by
48 percent and purchases by 64 percent in comparison with last year




Spain exported to Mozambique merchandise with a value of 682 million pesetas
(approximately 800,000 contos) and imported for a value of 466 million pesetas
(approximately 550,000 contos), whereas in 1983, sales and purchases practical-
ly balanced each other, leveling off at about 1.293 billion pesetas.

By way of comparison, it should be mentioned that between January and September
1984, Portuguese exports to Mozambique amounted to a total of 5,142,000 contos
and imports to 882,000 contos, as compared with 4,982,000 and 1,104,000 contos
for the same period of the previous year.

In this way, trade between Portugal and Mozambique was less affected by the
difficulties suffered by the Mozambican economy as a result of the drought
and the war, thanks, mainly, to the extension of credits.

Spanish exports to Guinea-Bissau almost tripled in 1984,-reéching a value of
591 million pesetas (approximately 700,000 contos) last year, as compared with
205 million pesetas (approximately 288,000 contos) in 1983.

Spanish imports from Guinea-Bissau show a much smaller advance: they rose from
102 million pesetas (120,000 contos) in 1983 to 144 million (170,000 contos)
in 1984, that is, an increase of 41 percent, thus producing a more pronounced
imbalance in favor of Spain.

Between January and September 1984, Portuguese exports to Guinea-Bissau amount~
ed to 1,103,000 contos and imports to 491,000 contos, as compared with 992,000
and 419,000 contos in the same period of the previous year.

As did Angola, £ Tome e Principe also showed a favorable trade balance with
Spain in 1984 and Spanish exports did not exceed 38 million pesetas (45,000

contos), as compared with 47 million the previous year, whereas imports from
S Tome e Principe amounted to a total of 183 million (215,000 contos) last

year and 22.8 million pesetas in 1983.

In other words, by keeping imports at practically the same level, S Tome e
Principe increased its sales to Spain eight times over.

Portugal's sales to S. Tome e Principe increased by 116,000 contos between
January and September 1983, as compared with 322,000 contos in the same period
of the previous year. To the contrary, purchases dropped from 98,000 contos
to 86,000 contos. ‘ o '

8089
CSO: 3442/172
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INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPING AFRICAN GLASS INDUSTRY

Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG/BLICK DURCH DIE WIRTSCHAFT in German
21 Jan 85 p 2 ' :

[Text] 1In several African countries development of the glass industry is
currently being pursued in order to become independent of plate and hollow
glassware imports as quickly as possible. 1In smaller African countries
which still do not have their own glass industry, projects for developing it
are either planned or already in progress. Financing the projects is often
done with the help of international organizations and individual industrial
nations whose companies also provide the technical knowhow. These include
from the FRG Coutinho, Caro and Co, Inc (CCC) in Hamburg which now belongs
to McDermott International Inc, New Orleans (Louisiana) in the United
States.

In Nigeria it has reactivated and expanded the hollow glassware factory of
West African Glass Industry, Ltd in Port Harcourt. The annual capacity now
comes to 70,000 tons instead of the earlier 12,000 tons. The value of orders
in this project is MD94 million. In Egypt the Hamburg company, with the
cooperation of Coutinho, Caro and Co, Ltd, Vienna, and Coutinho, Caro and

Co, Ltd, London, received an order from National Glass and Crystal Company
worth DM62 million for the new construction of a hollow glassware factor in
new "10th Ramadan City" with an annual capacity that is to be 40,000 toms.
The schedule calls for starting operation in 1985. Technical partner in

this project is Oberland-Glas, Ltd, Bad Wurzach. : '

Construction of a large plate glass factory also in "10th Ramadan City"
which is approximately 65 kilometers northeast of Cairo has been planned

by the national El Nasr Glass and Crystal Co, Cairo. Its annual capacity

is to be 100,000 tons of float glass. The World Bank Group is also supposed
to be involved in the financing of the project for which investment costs
are estimated to be $142.9 million.

In North Africa in Morocco the state Office pour le Developpement Industriel
[Bureau for Industrial Development] (ODI) in Rabat is seeking domestic

and foreign partners for a project which has to do with the construction

of a plate glass factory. Hollow glassware production, which is concentrated
in the Casablanc area, is already very well developed in Morocco. In Tunisia



in spring 1984 an international preliminary call for bids was issued by the
Compagnie Generale d'Isolation (Cogei) [General Insulation Company], Tunis,
for the construction of a glass wool factory. Native silica is to be used as
the raw material.

In western Africa in Gambia the brewery enterprise Banjul Breweries Ltd,
Banjul, has envisaged the production of hollow glassware in a plant with a
daily capacity of 9 toms.

The African Development Bank in Abidjan (Ivory Coast) in fall 1983 granted
Liberia a loan of 8.4 million units of account (1 unit of account =
approximately $1.07) for the construction of a hollow glassware factory
whose annual capacity is to be 34 million bottles. Both the Liberian Bank
of Development and Investments (LBDI) and the Indian Liberian Glass Company
in Monrovia are participating in this project's financing which will see the
project through.

In Ghana in spring 1983 the hollow glassware factory in Aboso near Tarkwa
resumed production after a rather lengthy pause. At first monthly production
was scheduled to be 1.5 million bottles which later was to be doubled to 3
million. ‘The intent is to export part of production to neighboring West
African countries. The Aboso Glass Factory is part of the enterprise group
of the state Ghana Industrial Holding Corporation (Gihoc) in Accra.

In southern Africa in Malawi a project which concerns the construcion of a
glass factory in the new capital city Lilongwe is being supported by the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), Vienna. The
production program of the company for which a foreign partner is being sought
is to include bottles for beer and nonalcoholic beverages and for household
and laboratory use. The foreign technical partner is supposed to make its
technology and licenses available and provide management support. At first
the plan calls for an initial investment of $4.1 million. (See also the
report on the glass industry in the Republic of South Africa in the 7 June
1984 issue.)

In Kenya the Madhvani Group has planned the expansion of its two hollow

glass factories involving the Kenya Glass Works and the Emco Glass Works.
Their production is to be expanded by 50 percent and 40 percent, respectively.
In order to realize the expansion program 20 million and 16 million Kenya
shillings (1 Kenya shilling = approximately DM .19) were budgeted.

12124 , :
CS0: 3420/30
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 ANGOLA

COUNTRY'S POLITICAL SITUATION ANALYZED -
Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 15 Jan 85 pp 7,-8 . .. = -

[Article by Eduardo Cintra Torres: 'Angola: Time for Decisions?"]

f'[TeXt] ;Thé FirstvNational Conferehéé-of%the;MPLA:convenedqfdf Mondayi  a3}

by the leadership of the ruling party in Angola may be the last ..
possibility of creating a situation in which the MPLA can:negotiate :- -
from a position that is not one of extreme weakness. .-’ S :

The fact that the conference has been successively postponed for the

past 2 years provides a good yardstick of Jose Eduardo dos Santos'. . :
difficulties in asserting himself as a leader with a free rein to take ‘
state decisions.. In addition to the difficult circumstance ‘of -depending: -

. on foreign forces established mainly in the: perimeter of Luanda and.in ;. - -

the oil operation areas, Eduardo dos Santos.also-has to 'contend with"
the fragmentation of . his party. Lo v IR =00

Foreign Policy Is No Longer Enough

Recent years demonstrated how the enormous difficulty of governing: ..

the country led the Luanda ruling group to place emphasis on the state's
foreign representation. Until now, foreign policy:-has ‘been’ essential -

for the MPLA government. It was a sort of ~last bulwark ‘guaranteeing

the survival of the regime in terms of its sovereignty, the only

activity that. could provide the Eduardo dosSantos regime the possibility
of changing the situation. This is so, obvicusly, because a viable " ..
solution at the internal level was never seriously considered inasmuch

as, whatever it might be, it would mean a substantial loss of power

in the short term.

The campaign to rectify the foreign policy (which concluded with the
replacement of Minister Paulo Jorge by Eduardo dos Santos himself), " R
the increase of the (dis)information campaign abroad (evident, for
example, in the successive "woundings," "captures," and "killings" of

Jonas Savimbi), the use that press organs such as O DIARIO invariably
make of everything that can theoretically hurt relations between

Portugal and Angola are examples of the importance of foreign policy

to the Angolan Government.



The Eduardo dos Santos group needed to take control of foreign policy
more than other sectors in the government area. That is what it did.
The very likely replacement of the ambassador in Lisbon is another
sign. He is too '"pragmatic" and not enough of a propagandist--that is,
he is a diplomat--for his presence in an embassy as important as that
of Lisbon to be of immediate interest to the president's group.

The Three Citadels.of the MPLA Threatened

With the initiative in the miliary field lost to the National Union

for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), its main supporters on

the international level--the Soviet Union and Cuba--apparently not
interested in the future of the MPLA, and seeing that the "constructive
commitment" of the United States is maddeningly slow, the Angolan

ruling group has finally realized that it is time to change the situation
qualitatively, because the break can also be reached "quantitatively,"
and things are headed that way.

In the military area, the stoppage of South African actions did not
let the People's Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola (FAPLA)
catch their breath to fight UNITA. Available reports indicate that
the new MiG-23's stopped flying after the first one was shot down in
August and its Cuban pilot was killed. On the other hand, UNITA has
confirmed its actions in the diamond areas of Lunda (its trucks have
been north of the Benguela Railroad since last year) and it appears to
have already reached the oil operations region and begun actions in
the perimeter and in the city of Luanda.

This means that the three citadels of the MPLA are threatened: the
capital, the diamonds and the oil.

What will be the reaction of the United States and the oil multinationals
when the Cubans who defend them have to open fire to defend their
interests?

What will be the reaction of the people of Luanda when to economic
erosion will be added the lack of security?

What will be the reaction of the leaders if the property of one of them
is the target of terrorist attack in Luanda, as UNITA has already
threatened?

The relative slowness with which UNITA advanced to the north and northeast
gave the MPLA time to find solutions in foreign policy but at this
point, time is pressing.

Why? Because the foreign powers, including South Africa for a brief
period, but especially the government of Luanda, did not take into
account the fact that in a conflict such as the Angolan one, the internal



factor ends up predominating. What matters today is who controls the
land. Not all problems are resolved in distant capitals.

Tt is difficult to envision a scenario in which the United States would
propose a solution in which UNITA is symbolically represented in power,
as UNITA itself charges.

The constructive commitment of the United States appears rather to
point toward a dialog "without consequence" with the MPLA and toward
a proposal for a solution of reconciliation by the latter with UNITA,
which immediately implies the withdrawal of the foreign contingents,
the pillars of the Luanda Government. For that reason, for the MPLA,
any solution of this type is a "radical" route.

In addition to that, South Africa, more or less allied with the United
States, is now openly committed to UNITA--Savimbi's presence at Pieter
Botha's inauguration is the final proof--and has adopted an attitude
that seems to place in the hands of that movement the solution of "its
Angolan case: the withdrawal of the Cubans and Soviets and the
establishment of a "neutral' government that will not permit an
independent Namibia, with or without SWAPO in power, to become a center
of destabilization inside its own borders.

Thus, foreign policy is no longer enough for the Angolan Government.
The more so since the economic and military situation is alarming.

With diamond operations virtually at a standstill, oil revenues are
manifestly not enough to sustain the situation. Financial difficulties
are accumulating. A reading of the 1983 report of the activities of
the Portuguese Institute for Economic Cooperation (ICE) reveals that
Angola postponed or canceled some economic cooperation activities with
Portugal for financial reasons, which perhaps explains the diatribes
against Portugal in the past 2 years obviously based by the Angolan
Government on reasons of a political nature (Portugal is a scapegoat
for the same weak reasons invoked by Mozambique when Maputo found
itself in internal difficulties and in difficulties with South Africa).

'From the military point of view, there are no signs that the MPLA has

achieved significant victories in the various internal battle fronts.
On the contrary, it has not contained UNITA's advance.

The latter declares that it already has regular units and has personnel
with more intensive training as well as antiaircraft weapons (various
reports by newsmen and hostages captured by the movement revealed that
one UNITA's main military obstacles was the fear of air operations by
the FAPLA). UNITA'sbattallions now have 800 men as against 500
previously. '




On the other hand, Savimbi's movement is advancing slowly not only
for military reasons but to proceed to organize the rearguard. As
it gains positions, UNLITA organizes the population and establishes
agricultural operations, health stations and more or less mobile
military bases that will insure the integration of the population
and the subsistence of the military themselves.

The UNITA civil administration in Lunda Province, which had already
begun when I visited that Angolan province at the end of 1983, has
been consolidated in the meantime, according to the movement's reports.

UNITA has recorded advances even in the diplomatic area. Last summer,
a delegation headed by Jeremias Chitunda, in charge of the movement's
foreign relations, carried a message from Savimbi to the leaders of
several African countries that openly or covertly support his struggle,
specifically, Togo, Ivory Coast, Senegal, Morocco, Egypt, Sudan,
Somalia and Kenya.

There is yet another aspect to keep in mind, namely, the much greater
facility of UNITA to adapt itself internally. Its organizational
set—-up was recently changed.

The armed forces chief of staff (the Armed Forces for the Liberation
of Angola (FALA)), Demostenes Chilingutila, was replaced by Alberto
Chendovava, who scored a number of important military victories on the
ground for UNITA (Lomaum, Alto Catumbela and former Novo Redondo).

The internal administration of the areas controlled by the movement
has gone from Vaculucuta (also in charge of the military front of
Cuanhama) to Ernesto Mulato, a long-time colleague of Savimbi's.

Dito Chinjunga, the movement's representative in London and Savimbi's
former bodyguard was promoted to permanent secretary of UNITA's
Executive Commission.

These and other known changes at the level of leadership organizations
confirm that there have not been any dismissals but rather the rotation
of personnel among the positions. Vaculucuta and Chilingutila assumed
other positions. The internal operation of the movement continues to be
mysterious but the last two changes in leadership positions lead to

the conclusion that its operationality is insured by the rotation of

a quite large number of leaders (which basically creates competition)
and the untouchableness of the positions of Savimbi in its presidency
and, to a lesser degree, of secretary general Miguel Punda, a native

of Cabinda.

In the face of this situation, what solutions remain for the MPLA? The
internal erosion devalues foreign policy and its toughness in that area.
Despite a reorganizational effort, the FAPLA will have great difficulty
in retaking the strategic initiative. On the other hand, the possibility



of reconciliation with UNITA is the only one that Luanda's leaders
have always answered with a 100 percent "No."

The MPLA National Conference may reinforce Eduardo dos Santos' power.

It may again mandate him to find international solutions that will
resolve the country's dramatic situation. But owing to the international
situation and the position of the international protagonists, any of

the possibilities will only mean postponing for a few more months or a
few scant years a fundamental solution which, by this route, will
definitely be military.
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ANGOLA

UNITA'S CHITUNGA COMMENTS ON LEADERSHIP CHANGES
Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 12 Jan 85 pp 1, 6

[Text] UNITA's Foreign Relations Secretary Jeremias Chitunga spent
the past 3 days in Lisbon meeting with Angolan militants favorable to
Jonas Savimbi, according to a spokesman for that movement.

In statements made recently to EXPRESSO, Chitunga revealed some of the
changes made in the military sector of the group which is combating the
MPLA and subsequent to the extraordinary congress held at UNITA's head-
quarters in Jamba at the beginning of November. Demostenes Chilingutila,
chief of the movement's general staff, assumed control of military
operations, replacing Brig Gen Renato Mateus who retired for personal
reasons. The general staff was placed under the leadership of Brig Gen
Alberto Chendovava.

UNITA's leader denied that Commander Vakulukuta, relieved during the
congress of the leadership of the central-southern front, had been
arrested in Jamba, as reported in the Portuguese press. According to
Jeremias Chitunga, Vakulukuta is moving about freely at the movement's
headquarters and has allegedly taken on administrative duties in the
movement's educational sector.

Wilson Fernandes, who until now represented UNITA in Portugal, was promoted
to the position of secretary of information, a post previously occupied

by Major Jaka Jamba who was also transferred to the education sector as

in the case of his superior.

Jeremias Chitunga remarked that his recent meeting with Chester Crocker,
American undersecretary of state for Africa, is part of a series of
regular meetings which UNITA has been having with Washington in keeping
with the latter's involvement in the conflict with southern Africa.

Referring to observers who believe Savimbi to be fearful of an overall
accord in the area without UNITA's participation and with a possible
sacrifice of the movement by South Africa, Chitunga said that "no foreign
power can control UNITA. We have made great progress,'" he went on to

say, "and all foreign powers, including South Africa, are aware of our
autonomy." However, he made special mention of what his movement considers
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southern Africa: "UNITA continues to believe that diplomacy plays an
important role in the overall solution of the conflict, but a change in
strategy is required. The U.S. leaders should not fail to note Luanda's
intransigence in face of the Cuban troop withdrawal and the need for
political concessions within the country. Negotiation is a concession
on both sides, but at times this does not appear to exist. The request
for the destruction of UNITA as a condition for the total withdrawal of
the Cubans is absolutely unacceptable."
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BENIN

ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON NORWEGIAN OIL SECTOR ASSISTANCE
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 6 Feb 85 p 29
[Article by Morten Woldsdal: "Benin Is Taught to Run 0il Field"]

[Text] Cotonou, Benin, 1 Feb--Saga Petroleum wants to

get everything arranged in the next few years so that the
authorities in the West African People's Republic of Benin
will be able to take over operation of the country's only
0il field in 1988-89. But even after the Norwegian oil
company has relinquished responsibility for the Seme field,
the Beninese authorities will have a great need for advice
from Saga--among other things, in order to build up their
own state oil company.

Since the end of the 1970s, the Norwegian company has played an altogether
central role in the so far rather modest oil adventure of the people's republic.
Saga's contribution over the next 5 to 10 years will also be crucially important
for the exploitation of Benin's o0il resources.

Training the local personnel is Saga's most important task in Benin--in addition
to being in charge of the oil field's development and operation. Saga has worked
actively from the very first day so that the Beninese will be qualified to operate
the field on their own.

Thorough Training

Today there are over 300 local employees in Saga Petroleum's Benin. Half of

these receive thorough technological training both in Benin and in the Saga
organization in Norway. A separate training center, among other things, has

been built in Cotonou. The World Bank has financed much of the training activity.
Mcre than $2.5 million--roughly 23 million Norwegian kroner--have been used so
far to train the Beninese. Forty million kroner have been allocated for this
activity.

Several local employees today hold central posts in Saga Benin. All key positions

in the organization are occupied by one Norwegian and one Beninese. In this way,
the Beninese are thoroughly prepared to assume responsibility for the field.
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In addition to Benin's takeover of the Seme field, it is also the authorities’
gecal to build up their own state oil company in the country. It is still un-
certain, however, when such a company will see the light of day.

Hoping for Saga's Help

"We first want to increase both exploratory activity and production before we
establish a state oil company. But when that time comes, we hope for help from
Saga Petroleum," says the country's finance minister, Hospice Antonio, to
AFTENPOSTEN. According to him, the authorities in Benin take aim at being able
to assume management of the Seme field in 1988 or 1989.

The authorities stress that Benin will also need extensive technical assistance
from Saga after management of the field is transferred and after a separate
state o0il company has been established.

It will take many years before Benin can direct its oil activity entirely on
its own. :

Benin is by far one of the world's poorest countries. The inhabitants' average
income is about 1,200 kroner per year. O0il activity has had little importance
for the country's economy up until now. For the most part, all revenue goes
toward payment of interest and installments on loans entered into in connection
with development. Today o0il activity only accounts for about 5 percent of
Benin's gross national product.

Phase Two of Seme

Meanwhile, the authorities hope that oil will play a bigger and bigger role in
the country's economy in the years to come. State revenue, among other things,
will increase considerably if phase two of the Seme development is implemented.

It is expected that Saga Petroleum and the authorities will soon sign an agree-
ment on phase two of the project. Phase one has cost approximately 900 million
kroner, and phase two will amount to an additional 400 million.

If such a project is successful, oil production from the field will increase
from roughly 7,000 barrels per day at present to 11,000 barrels. Benin's net
income up through 1992 will increase from about 1.65 to 2.15 billion kroner
with a phase two expansion. Saga Petroleum will receive gross income of about
75 million kroner by implementing the next step in the project.

Benin is also concentrating on increasing oil operations over and above activity
in the Seme field. Saga has recently submitted a report--on behalf of the
authorities--which will form the basis of the first round of licenses for the
Beninese continental shelf. A number of foreign oil companies--Statoil and
Norsk Hydro among them--are invited to participate in exploratory activity for
0il and gas in this area. The plan is to distribute the first licenses as early
as this year.

According to spokesmen for Saga, there are several interesting prospects on
Benin's continental shelf. Estimates of reserves on the shelf vary from




300 million to 1.2 billion extractable barrels of oil. The Seme field contains
about 22 million barrels. Saga has arrived at these estimates on the basis of
seismic studies the company has carried out.

The greatest possibilities for making new discoveries lie east of the shelf,

which is very small by Norwegian standards. Plans are being made to open up

the entire continental shelf for exploratory drilling. This area corresponds
in size to six of the blocks in the North Sea. The ocean depth is generally

no more than 20 to 30 meters.

Saga Petroleum has a good relationship with the authorities in Benin. The
roughly 40 Norwegians who are associated with the organization have adapted
without problems to the local game rules. The Norwegian oil company is today
a very popular element in Beninese social and economic life.

Poor Country Which Wants to Have Financial Aid from Norway

Benin in West Africa--by far one of the poorest countries in the world--hopes
to be able to get foreign aid from Norway. The government in the Marxist-
Leninist country asks Norwegian authorities for help. They hope for assistance
especially in the health, education and farming sector. Beninese authorities
also request an easing in the conditions for large loans which are financed
through Norwegian export credits.

The government in the poor country has not, however, formally asked Norwegian
authorities for foreign aid or an easing of loan conditions. The authorities
in Norway have therefore not discussed these questions concretely.

Benin's president and finance minister made the requests for economic assistance
in meetings with Norwegian reporters visiting the West African people's republic.
The meetings were marked by the government's strong desire for greater cooperation
with Norway--over and above the cooperation the oil company Saga already has with
the authorities in the country.

Benin, which is a former French colony, has nearly 4 million inhabitants. The
gross national product is 1.9 billion Norwegian kroner, according to the country's
finance minister, Hospice Antonio. The average income is 1,250 kroner. Only
100,000 of the country's inhabitants are wage earners. The rest obtain money

for their families by selling fish and their own agricultural products.

The people's republic of Benin is extremely burdened by loans. The country has
borrowed over 9 billion kroner from abroad. This money has been used mainly
for the development of Saga Petroleum's Seme field and also for a sugar factory
and a cement factory. The last two projects are not in operation today.

The bulk of the loans are obtained in dollars. The high dollar exchange rate
therefore makes it extra hard for the country. The finance minister states that
interest on the loans is 9 percent. The annual interest outlay reaches 800 million
kroner. Inflation is 15 percent--an increase of 5 percent in as many years.
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Finance Minister Antonio makes clear that the state budget is reduced by close
to 10 percent from 1984 to 1985, and the authorities are prepared for further
reductions in order to be able to survive the economic crisis.,

Benin is pinning its faith on oil activity. Today the country receives virtually
no income from this--up until now--modest activity. Most of the oil revenue goes
toward installment payments and interest on loans for the Seme field.

The éountry's president, Mathieu Kerekou, wants to get back more from the oil
field. "We ask the Norwegian government to reassess the loan contracts,'" says
Kerekou. Benin wants the loans--or parts of them--to be remitted. In any case,
the country will ask for a deferment of payments, according to the president.

The loans he is talking about are for more than 700 million kroner for expansion
of the Seme field. They are guaranteed by the Guarantee Institute for Export
Credit on recommendation from NORAD.

President Kerekou emphasizes that Benin is nobody's satellite state, even though
the country is Marxist-Leninist. He says the country pursues a scientific
Marxism-Leninism in which the teachings of Marx and Lenin are only guidelines.

Benin has a free market economy and a number of private companies. State com-
panies are not considered so important. And Benin welcomes Western companies

to the country.

"We cooperate with the Soviet Union politically, not economically,'" say the
country's authorities.

12327
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COMOROS

BRIEFS

POLICE ARREST DEMONSTRATORS--In the past few weeks the security forces have
made more than 130 arrests on Moheli and in the Nioumakele region of
Anjouan following the demonstrations organised by local inhabitants in protest
at their lack of representation in the government (see I.0.N. No 167).
Another incident which is causing concern to president Ahmed Abdallah is

the desertion of a member of his personal guard, a Comorian known as Ramob,
taking with him a quantity of weapons. He is one of the guard members who
were given training in Israel and South Africa. Finally, the government is
also unsure of the intentions of the federal assembly's speaker; Mohamed
Taki is still in France trying to win over Comorians who have up to now
supported president Abdallah. On February 10 a large number of activists in
the UCP, the only legal party in the Comoros, met in Marseilles with the
intention of drafting an open letter criticising the head of state. [Text]
[Paris THE INDIAN OCEAN NEWSLETTER 16 Feb 85 p 4]

CSO: 3400/702-E
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DJIBOUTI

BRIEFS

CONTAINER PORT OPENED--The two giant gantries of the new container terminal at
Djibouti port were inaugurated this week, enabling the port to take the third
generation of container ships, those with a beam of 30 metres. (See the
special report on this subject published in I.0.N. No 165). However, the
ceremony was preceded by a serious dispute between two port management
companies, Societe Maritime Savon and Ries et Compagnie Maritime Auxiliaire
d'Outre-mer, and the Djibouti government, following the decision of the port
authorities to operate the new container terminal themselves. The companies
announced that they were making 70 employees redundant, but the labour
ministry refused to agree to the move. In the end a few redundancies were
accepted. I.0.N.-The bulk of the new equipment was financed by the Kuwaiti
Fund, which loaned 2.2 billion Djibouti francs at a preferential rate of two
per cent and also insisted. that the port authorities manage the terminal.
Tariffs imposed by the private companies are particularly steep, and
according to some estimates mooring charges at Djibouti equal the cost of
half the voyage between Djibouti and Europe. [Text] [Paris THE INDIAN OCEAN
NEWSLETTER 16 Feb 85 p 6]

CSO: 3400/702-E
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ETHIOPIA

PRESIDENT MENGISTU CALLS FOR AUSTERITY
Paris THE INDIAN OCEAN NEWSLETTER 16 Feb 85
[Text]

A decree of the Derg on February 12 made it an obligation, as a
national duty, for "every civil servant, farmer or businessman" in the
country to contribute to a relief fund for victims of drought. The amount
would be the equivalent of gne month's pay for government officials and
salary earners, to be paid over a year. Private businesses would have to

pay the equivalent of _two per cent of their turnover in 1983-84, while
for self-employed farmers the levy would be g_twelfth of their annual
income, to be paid in two instalments after the harvests. The decree
followed a broadcast speech by president MENGISTU Haile Mariam on
February 9 in which he announced a series of austerity measures in the
interests of solidarity. Apart from the contributions of individuals, the
head of State said that the import of cars, vans and luxury goods would
henceforth be banned, and petrol would be rationed. Committees would be
set up at regional, provincial and district level to see that the
contributions were made in line with the decree and supervise the
transfer of funds from the banks to the Relief and Rehabilitation
Commission. Other directives were to be announced soon for implementing
the austerity plan announced by Col. MENGISTU, who also called on

of ficials to take turns in helping rescue operations in the drought and
resettlement areas.

I.0.N.- These sacrifices demanded from the people of Ethiopia, though
not, it would seem, from the military, appear self-evident, but are
surpriging by the delay in announcing them. Efforts to bring aid to
the starving from abroad began almoet five months ago, but it was only
last October that ordinary Ethiopians in the_towms, especially in
Addie Ababa, started to learn, little by little, of the extent of the
disaster, once the celebrations marking the temth ammiversary of the
revolution were over, On the other hand, it is certain that the
govervment has been cutting back on ite imports for several months, as
can be seen by the very gharp decline in freight passing through the
port of Djibouti en route for Ethiopia.

CSO: 3400/702-E
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ETHIOPIA

FUNCTIONS OF NATIONAL RRC OUTLINED
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 10 Jan 85 PP 2, 3
[Article by Mulugeta Gudeta]

[Text] The National Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) was legally
established in 1974,

Given the extremely difficult situation prevailing at the time of its founding,
the RRC has obviously scaled many heights to evolve into an efficient national
institution with tentacles reaching every corner of the country where natural
and man-made problems make their appearance. At the time of its birth it was
an agency with modest resources at its disposal and its strength primarily
based on the full support it enjoyed from the revolutionary government and the
Ethiopian people at large. The conviction in the noble character of its tasks
and responsibilities was another source of moral strength,

The functions of the RRC have undergone a complex process. Right after its
establishment it was primarily involved in the arduous task of mitigating the
after effects of the then prevailing famine by providing the necessary relief
assistance for. the survivors. Lack of previous experience in such large scale
rescue operations was another constraint which could only be overcome through
persistence and increased commitment. Its operations were not limited to
emergency supply of food and health care. It had also to help victims recuperate
from the ordeal they went through and start a new life. The task of rehabilitat-
ing these people had also been an integral part of the commission's operations
starting from 1974,

The scope and activity of the commission was further enmhanced when it was en-
trusted with new functions and roles. The disturbance of peace as a result of
internal and external subversion has resulted in the exacerbation of the refugee
problem.- Hence the RRC had to carry out the dual function of providing emergency
relief assistance and rehabilitating the drought victims as well as refugees

and returnees., Consequently, the structure and organization of the commission
was expanded and consolidated. A number of regional offices were opened to
efficiently handle local relief issues in line with the directives of the head-
quarters in Addis Ababa.
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At this present time of trials and tribulations when a sixth of the population
of the country is facing starvation, the responsibilities of the commission
have reached an all time high. The RRC is actually engaged in a round—the~-
clock relief and rehabilitation activities. Ethiopia is the most critically
drought affected country in Africa. It is also the only country which has so
far established the only efficient mechanism to withstand the effects of the
drought. The RRC is the only institution of its kind in Africa to carry out
relief activities on the basis of a national programme of action.

Early Recovery

The 1983-84 drought and starvation in Ethiopia will go down in history as the
most serious catastrophe in the recent history of the country. The appalling
destructions caused by the present drought both in terms of human lives and
resources have not yet been overcome. We are rather at the initial phase of
the problem and an early recovery is not yet in sight. Within this context

the RRC is making all the necessary preparations by enhancing its readiness

to win the long battle against the calamitous effects of the drought. On the
threshold of the second decade of its activity, the RRC finds itself in a better
shape to live up to future challenges. Under the Ten Year Leading Plan that
will serve as a guideline for the planned development of the national economy,
the RRC is expected to shoulder important responsibilities in the realm of
long-term rehabilitation schemes and related development activities. Short

and long-term rehabilitation schemes have already been prepared and by the

year 1994 it is expected to rehabilitate some 3 million people from the drought
prone regions of the north to more fertile lands in the south and southwest.

Starting from the time of its esta- in the future. According to studies
blishment the RRC has paid increas- made by the RRC the cost of rehabili-
ing attention to the task of making tation programmes is far beyond the
the country’s drought and famine pro- actual economic capacity of the coun-
blem known to the outside world. It try. For this reason aid donors are in-
has spared no effort to establish links vited to participate in short and long
with foreign relief agencies and phi- term development schemes.
lanthropic organizations. It has also Unreserved Support
attracted the attention of various gov- - During his recent visit to the head-
ernmental and non-governmental do- quarters of the RRC, Comrade Men.
nor organizations to the drought situa- gistu Haile-Mariam, Géneral Secretary
tion in the country. As a result of all of the Workers Party of Ethiopia
these efforts, ' proper awareness of Chairman of the PMAC and Com.
the prevailing conditions in the coun- mander-in-Chief of the Revolution.ary

try has crystallized among the interna-
tional community. This awareness
has in turn served as a catalyst for
more assistance from the outside. On
many occasions the Commission has

Armed Forces,'paid tribute to the hu-
meritarian aid extended by different

countries and private and international
donor orgmizations in aid of drought

expressed its gratitude to the assistance victims. At the same time the revolu-
20 far received from all sources with- tionary leader stressed on the current
out failing to point out that in rela. efforts being undertaken by the revo-
tion to the vastness of the problem, luticnary government and the Ethio-
the flow of relief has to be sustained pian people to overcome the drought

and its volume increased if an even.

tual relapse to famine is to be avoided
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problem. Comrade Mengistu also Jaus
ded the achievements of the RRC by
saying that the success of Relief and
Rehabilitation Programme to aid com-
patriots affected by drought is a test
of strength and determination of all
genuine. Ethiopian citizens,

One of the central tasks of the
Commission is to help enhance the
country’s long term strategy of count-
ing on its own resources to overcome
all problems. The projeéts undertaken
by the Commission are likewise' aimed
at ‘achieving food sell-sufficiency as
soon as possible. The rehabilitation
programmes already undertaken by the
Commission in the southern part of
the country, in Kaffa, Illubabor,
Wollega have proved the feasibility of
its strategy. As Comrade Mengistu
said, “The broad masses of Ethiopia
have neither the intention nor the in-
terest in becoming always dependent on
foreign assistance.” This is in line with
the rationale behind foreign assistance
which is mainly aimed at enabling the
recipients achieve self-sufficiency in
the long run. In this sense, the RRC
is an institution that must continue to

‘enjoy unreserved support in its effort

to live up to its future responsibilities,
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TEAM INSPECTS REHABILITATION ACTIVITIES IN METEKEL
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 5 Feb 85 pp 1, 3

[Text]‘ A ﬁeam led by Comrade Amanuel Amde-Michael, member of the Politburo
of the CC of WPE and Minister of Law and Justice, recently, inspected rehabil-
itation activities in Metekel province, Gojjam region.

The team, which included Comrade Kassa Gabre, Alternate member of the Polit-
buro of the CC of WPE and Minister of Construction also inspected the air-
strip in Guba district and the proposed rehabilitation site in Almahal townm
in the same province.

During the tour, the visiting team was accompanied by Comrade Zeleke Beyene,
member of the CC of WPE and First Secretary of the WPE Committee of Gojjam
region, Comrade Gebre Admassu, Head of Planning of the North-Western Ethiopia
Zone with the rank of commissioner, Comrade Belew Teshale, First Secretary of
the WPE Committee of the rehabilitation centre in Metekel locality, and Comrade
Yaregal Abate, First Secretary of the provincial WPE Committee.

Following the tour of inspection, a meeting was held at the assembly hall of
the provincial WPE office and extensive discussion was conducted on the rehab-
ilitation drive with emphasis on the strengthening of facilities at the Pawi
rehabilitation site.

Meanwhile, Comrade Mesfin Makonnen, Vice Minister of Cooperatives Organiza-
tion and Agricultural Development Sector of the Ministry of Agriculture said
that satisfactory results have been registered in the activities of rehabili-
tation centres in Kaffa region in accordance with the programme charted out
by the Politburo of the CC of WPE.

Comrade Mesfin made the observation after a team in which he was a member
toured rehabilitation sites in three provinces of Kaffa region and inspected
the extent to which the new structure of the Ministry of Agriculture is being
translated into deeds in zones, reglons, provinces, districts and centres.

The team toured rehabilitation sites in Kishe locality in Seka-Chekorssa dis-
trict, Jimma province, Gimbo district, Kaffa province, and Gura Ferda district,
Gimira province, Present during the tours were Comrade Teshome Demissie,
Manager of the Agricultural Development Office of the Western Zone Planning of-
fice, heads of various departments and experts and team leaders of the Minis-
try of Agriculture in the region.
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TEAM INSPECTS REHABILITATION ACTIVITIES IN ASSOSSA
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPEAN HERALD in English 6 Feb 85 pp 1, 6

[Text] A team of party and government officials led by Comrade Ammanuel
Amde-Michael, member of the Politburo of the CC of WPE and Minister of Law
and Justice, went on a tour of inspection last Saturday of rehabilitation ac-
tivities in Assossa province, Wollega regilon.

The team visited the areas being levelled for agriculture in Megele,
Babassi, Wobba and Komshiga localities in Assossa district and observed
drought victims rehabilitated in the area carrying out their daily work,

The team further exchanged views with campaigners deployed in the rehabilita-
tion centres and gave them words of encouragement to strive for the imple-
mentation of the programme issued by the Politburo of the CC of WPE,

Also visited by the team was the nobile hospital which is in operation in the
area with the help of the government of the Soviet Undon. The director of the
hospital took the team around the hospital and gave them briefings on its en-
deavours to save the lives of compatriots affected by drought.

Present during the tour were Comrade Negussie Fanta, member of the CC of WPE
and First Secretary of WPE Committee of Wollega region, and first secretaries
of the WPE committees of Assossa province and its rehabilitation centre.

Last Sunday, the team held a meeting with the provincial drought relief and
rehabilitation committee and exchanged views with them on ways of further
strengthening rehabilitation activities.

At a meeting held in the provincial administrative office, the team held ex-
tensive discussions with the provincial Drought Relief and Rehabilitation

Committee and charted out ways of enabling the drought-affected compatriots
to become self-supporting.

CSO: 3400/731
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REHABILITATION DRIVE PROCEEDS SUCCESSFULLY
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in'English 7 Feb 85 p 1

[Text] Comrade Berhanu said here yesterday the strategy devised by the WPE
and the Revolutionary Government to rehabilitate drought victims in more
fertile areas is proceeding successfully.

Comfade Verhanu Bayih, member of the Politburo of the CC of WPE and Minister
of Labour and Social Affairs, was answering questions from foreign journalists
yesterday afternoon at Bole International Airport special lounge.

Comrade Berhanu said despite SQme problems the programme worked out to move
victims of drought to fertile and less densely populated areas in progressing
well.,

Comrade Verhanu stated that the Rehabilitation programme in Gondar, Gojjam,
Bale, Wollega and Kaffa regions will soon make victims of the drought self-
supporting and productive citizens.

Comrade Verhanu also noted that the self-help efforts of the drought victims
rehabilitated in those areas are very encouraging--notably in harnessing rivers
and digging water wells and preparing land for cultivation. Comrade Verhanu
also appreciated the co-operation of the local inhabitants in providing them
with various household utensils and physical labour.

Comrade Verhanu also revealed that necessary preparations have been made to-
wards the implementation of the programme and in this connection he pointed
out that appropriate measures have been taken in line with the directives
given by Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam following his inspection tours of those
.areas.

Comrade Berhanu elaborated on the activities of the various Drought Relief Com~
mittees established to support the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission in its
efforts to withstand and combat the drought problem. :

Comrade Verhanu said thanks to the efforts underway at all levels, the lives
of thousands of compatriots have been saved and the outcome of the strategy has

become of great success. Comrade Berhanu noted that the rehabilitation scheme
and the active participation of the working people is gathering momentum,
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DEVELOPMENT POTENTIALITIES OF WESTERN REGION REVIEWED
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 14 Feb 85 pp 1, 3
[Article by Kifle Djote]

[Text] The continued deployment of skilled manpower resources and experts in
diverse spheres of the development endeavour to the rural areas of western
Ethiopia is decisive for the successful exploitation of the rich agricultural
and mineral potentialities of the region.

ning Office for Western Ethiopia with the rank of Commissioner. During a
brief interview in his office in Jimma last week, Comrade Petros again stres-
sed that it is impossible to achieve any major breakthrough in any sphere of
our development drive without the active involvement of skilled professionals
at all stages.

While singling out for special praise the laudable initiatives recently taken
by the Ministry of agriculture in deploying increasing number of its agri-
cultural experts in the rural areas of western regions, Comrade Petros reiter-
ated the repeated calls and directives earlier issued by our Revolutionary
Leader which stressed the need for our development efforts to begin from the
rural to urban areas, with skilled professionals and development experts at
the vanguard, o

Comrade Petros strongly hit out against the tendency of the educated elite
and skilled professionals to avoid services in the countryside describing it
as a retrogressive culture, running contrary to the principles of socialism.

He stressed.that the exemplary role of the Ministry of Agriculture in dis-
patching a large number of its working personnel and experts to the rural areas
should be urgently emulated by other organs of the state as one of the most

This is the observation of Comrade Petros Wantamo, head of the Regional Plan-
encouraging factors in accelerating the pace of our rural developnment.

Comrade Petros observed that the physical presence of agricultural experts in
the rural areas, particularly at the sprouting rehabilitation centres, and the
expert advice they give at all stages of our development effort is already
boosting the working moreale of the local peasantry and the newly-settled
compatriots., o




Intensive Studies

Comrade Petros disclosed that the Regional Planning Office has, ever since its
institution a few months ago, been undertaking intensive studies and regional
surveys with the view to assessing the regional economic potentials.

He revealed that the western regions comprising of Kaffa, Hlubabor and Wollega,
have immense potentials of agricultural and mineral resources, the full and
effective exploitation of which will greatly contribute to the strengthening

of the national economy. With the excellent climate, which is extremely con-
ducive to agriculture, the western regions are already in the lead in produc-
ing the greatest share of total agricultural output. Comrade Petros disclosed,
adding that 60 per cent of the country's coffee production, the biggest foreign
exchange earner, comes from these three regions alone,

He added that the concentration of increasing number of state farms in these
three regions, the commencement of huge agricultural development projects and
the availability of agricultural, forest and mineral resources augur well for
steady economic advancement of the region within the overall national economic
development strategy. ,

Comrade Petros described western Ethiopia as an extremely rich belt with
enormous productive capacity of agricultural and mineral items capable of
bringing comsiderable foreign exchange earnings, Kaffa, Illubabor and Wollega
regions possess a wealth of animal and cattle resources and the possibility of
producing hides and skins, another major resources of foreign exchange, is
again immense. Comrade Petros added, The dense and rich forest resources,
particularly those in Illubabor, not only provide valuable exportable products
including incense and frankincense but also hold promising prospects for the
production of timber and other woodwork products, he added. :

Fruitful Results

Comrade Petros also touched upon the water and power potentials of the western
regions. Pointing out that the water potential is one of the main sources of
wealth on which the future prosperity of the country as well as the success

of its economic social development are based, Comrade Petros said the avail-~
ability of enormous water resources, both surface and underground, in these
regions provides sure indications that the development projects started in
these regions will soon bring forth fruitful results.

The rivers of Gilgel Gibe and Denbi in Haffa, Sor river in Illubabor and Fintcha
and Aha rivers in Wollega are now being harnessed to generate power and elec-
tricity, he added.

The people of the three regilons are also increasingly becoming conscious of the
crucial need of transport and communications in our development
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CROP PROTECTXION SYMPOSIUM HELD
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 5 Feb 85 p7

[Text] The first Ethiopian crop protection symposium opened here yesterday
at the International LIvestock Centre for Africa (ILCA).

At the four-day parley agricultural experts and development workers will

broadly examine adn discuss the problems created by crop disease on various
plantations and the result obtained by the research on wheat, teff, barley,
egetables and coffee and the measures taken to protect crops from diseases,

Taking part in the symposium are representatives of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, the Agricultural Research Institute, state farms, the Ministry of
Coffee and Tea Development, the Agricultural Marketing Corporation, the
Ethiopian Standards Institutions and agricultural research workérs from dif-
rent international organizations.

Opening the meeting, Comrade Dr. Simic Debela, Head of the Agricultural Re~
search Institute, said that this first crop protection symposium in Ethiopia
in which scientists and development workers are taking part will asses what
research has been made in crop protection and determine what needs to be done
in the coming few years.

He noted that Ethiopia is an agricultural country, with a huge agricultural
potential. He pointed out that at the moment not more than 13 million
hectares are used for food crops production in any given year, although up

to 80 million hectares can be considered suitable for agricultural purposes.
"Over 2 million hectares of land are considered potentially irrigable, but the
total area of 1and presently under irrigation is hardly over 100,000 hectares,”
he said. :

Comrade Dr. Simie said that despite this potential, Ethiopians are at present
hard pressed to feed themselves. There are many causes for this unfortunate
and frightening state of affairs, he pointed out. The most dramatic of the
natural factors or causes, at least in the past few years, is the drastic and
unprecedented change in rainfall pattern and amount, he said, and added that
the less dramatic but consistently damaging factors are assoclated with the
use of crop varieties and cultural practices that are non-conducive to high
productivity,
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Comrade Dr, Simie pointed out that as must experienced agronomists or horti~
culturalists could testify, even deserts can be made to bloom with the right
blend of technology and investment. He said that the critical issue is to
identify what sort of technology 1is appropriate and what level of investment
could be afforded by the government or members of the farming community.
Comrade Dr. Simie pointed out that management capability is another factor
worth considering. 'Our experience with state farms has clearly shown that
availability of technology and finance does not automatically guarantee high
return from investment," he noted.

He said that research workers must always strive to match the level of tech-
nology generated to the management capability of the users of the technology.
"Appropriacy must be the name of the game,'" he concluded.
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HORTICULTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION EXPECTS HIGHER YIELD
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 6 Feb 85 pp 1, 5
[Article by Aselefech Getachew]

[Text] The Horticulture Development Corporation in the Ministry of State
Farms Development has expanded the size of its farms and expects to have an
average of 30 per cent increase in the production of fruits and vegetables
this year, said Comrade Fanna Wolde-Giorgis, general manager of the Corpor-
ation,

He stated that this tremendous increase in the production of fruits and
vegetables is expected because the Corporation has expanded the size of the
farms from 749 hectares to 2,133 hectares in which 25 quintals of fruits are
to be produced per hectare. The size of vegetabl: farms have expanded from
992 hectares to 1,239 hectares and a total production of 173 quintals per
hectare is to be expected. The Corporation also produces flowers, spices,
cotton, tobacco, broom sorghum and various cereals, he noted.

The general manager said that there is enough water for the expansion of
horticultural production since most of the farms use irrigation system. How-
ever, major productive farms in Tibila, Yerer-Gotta and Abwara Melka have been
depending on the rivers that flow down from the highlands. The volume of these
rivers 1s now decresing due to the prevailing shortage of rainfall and con-
sequently these farms have been affected to some extent. Peasants could not
also produce as much as they used to because of the shortage of water in the
rivers, he added.

Comrade Fanna stated that the Horticulture Development Corporation easlier
concentrated on the production of fruits and vegetables and supplying such
items to the domestic market. Later the irrigation network was expanded and
it started to produce new perennial plants and flowers for export market.

The production of flowers is a new venture for the corporation which now
proved to be very promising. Flowers are mostly produced in the Zeway area
where other fruits and vegetables are also cultivated. The corporation at
present exports different kinds of fruits, vegetables and flowers to the dif-
ferent parts of Europe, he underlined.
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According to the general manager, tomatoes are also produced on a large scale
most of which go to the factory in Merti where it is processed and canned.
The factory has totally met the domestic demand in this regard. The Corpor-
ation produces high quality grapes, Local wineries used to import raisin

but since local production of grapes has increased, it has as well satisfied
the local demand, he added,

The Corporation owns two distribution centres in Addis Ababa, one in Dire
Dawa, and Nazareth where mass organizations and retailers can purchase
fruits and vegetables for local consumers, it was learnt,
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AMIBARA IRRIGATION PROJECT COMPLETED
Addis Ababa THE ETHTOPIAN HERALD in English 6 Feb 85 pp 1, 4
[Article by Melaku G/Yohannes]

[Text] The Amibava Irrigation Project, with a total capacity of developing
10,000 hectares has been completed, it was disclosed here by Comrade Hailu-
Habte, Acting Executive Director of the project.

Comrade Hailu-Habte stated that out of the total hectare coverage of the
project, 80 per cent has been allotted to state farms, 17 and 3 percent to
rehabilitation site and agricultural research work respectively.

The executive director further stated that the project which was made pos-
sible through government fund, assistance and loan from abroad will bolster
the nation's effort towards developing modern irrigation systems in the country
at large.

Elaborating on the all-round aspects of the irrigation work, Comrade Hailu
said that 100 tunnels, 135 km roads and numerous canals have been constructed,
while, two offices that render services to the state farms in the area have
been built and the necessary agricultural machiners for both state farms and
the rehabilitation site have already been provided by the project.

The Acting executive director observed that a maintenance workshop a clinic
and other auxiliaries were made available to state farms, while, the comple-
tion of other services ib eing accelerate. Comrade Hailu further observed
that the project not only helps to generate to many Ethiopiams, but also could
have an educative impact on the nomadic people to practice agriculture.

The acting director also noted that Amibara Project has been supplying raw
materials to local textile industries and said that the current irrigation
project which was completed two years ahead of schedule, will no doubt con-
siderably facilitate the nation's endeavour towards the development of irriga~
tion projects throughout the country.
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ECONOMIC UTILIZATION OF OIL RATION ADVOCATED
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 9 Feb 85 pp 1, 4
[Article by Melaku G/Yohannes]

[Text] "It is incumbent upon nationals to economically utilize oil especially
at this particular period when the country is severely affected by drought~
borne problem." This was stated yesterday by Comrade Redwan Mohammed, repre-
sentative of the Domestic Business Activities and Price Control Administra-
tion, under the Ministry of Domestic Trade,

Comrade Redwan Mohammed said that at this juncture, when Ethiopia is making
every possible effort towards alleviating the drought-borne problem for that
matter it is imperative to judiciously use o0il on the part of individuals, and
called on all dealers to help put into practice the programme set down by the
administration,

The representative disclosed that the limits set out by the administration
was, most often violated, for the one reason on or another by individuals, and
said that stricter control would be applied.

Comrade Redwan observed that government and mass organizations have also to
device an appropriate means for a rational and economical utilization of oil
as well as a correct approach for the deployment of vehicles of transport and
similar facilities,

The representative stressed the importance of the correct and effective util-
ization of oil on the part of a consumers and the country's all-round national

development programme as well as prevailing drought-borne problem, which has
a direct bearing on the utilization of petroleum,
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GEOSCIENCE, MINING ENGINEERING CONGRESS HELD
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 6 Feb 85 pp 1, 6
[Article by MelkamwTesfa Beyene]

[Text] The first congress of Geoscience and Mining Engineering, which was
held here recently has helped to promote the understanding of the geology of
the country, create a common ground for stimulating useful discussion by
geologists and mining engineers who work in government agencies and at the
university and bridge the gap between these professionals.

This was stated by Comrade Dr. Getaneh Assefa, Head of the Geology Depart—
ment of Addis Ababa University. B

Comrade Getaneh said that the congress was also able to pass a number of
resolutions which could be catagorized as general and specific. The general
resolutions include, the enhancement of geosclence and mining engineering in
line with the programme of WPE, and the establishment of a national associ~
ation in these fields. The specific resolutions also included four important
sectors, namely, water, mineral, manpower development and institutional col-
laboration. In the water sector, the resolution made it clear that the time
has come for appropriate steps to be taken to alleviate the current drought
problem and the overall development in the country, through the joint efforts
of professionals and institutions. Thus, said Comrade Getaneh, the resolution
called for the preparation of a national hydrogeological map, proper recording
of productive as well as abandoned wells, the establishment of both water
licencing and quality control office within the NW RC, the assignment of pro-~
fessionals in investigation and construction work, and finally the training of
personnel at different levels. He said with regard to the mineral sector,

the resolution indicated that a comprehensive mineral development strategy be
established with the aim of raising the national economy. In the manpower de-
velopment sector, the resolution called for special emphasis towards offering
specialized course other than the ones which are offered at present. It also
called for collaboration among the university and industry as well as univer-
sity and practical geoscience institution.

With regard to the present state of the Geology Department of .A.A.U. he said
it is training 150 students and is staffed by eighteen teachers. It has a
4-year programme which leads to BSc Degree.. Its programme is designed in such




a way that a student will be equipped with basic requirements needed for being
capable of serving in the profession. The fields of study include exploration
and development of natural resources. The department has also MSc programme
which are divided into four major streams. The total number of students who
have so far graduated from the department is 380, he added.

Comrade Ketema Tadesse, Head of Planning and Programming Service within the
Ethiopian Institute of Geological Surveys has also talked on the outcome of
the congress and the development of geosciences and mining engineering in
Ethiopia,

Comrade Ketema noted that the congress was able to create a forum for profés-
sional discussion, where 20 institutional industrial and scientific reports
were presented., The congress has decided on the formation of a professional
association, The purpose of the association covers promotion in the under-
standing of geoscience and mining engineering in the country, provision of a
forum of discussion as well as ccoperation between professionals, promotion of
the development of the Ethiopian land resources and promotion of the advance-
ment of geoscience and mining engineering education as‘well as research in the
country.

As to the development of geoscience and mining engineering in the country, he
saild that there were only ten professionals in 1958. At present, however,
there are over two hundred professionals in the two fields., This has helped
boost the number of projects to thirty, which were limited to only ten until
recently. ' '

He said that diverse geological distribution has made the country unable
economically to explore and develope all its natural resources. However, this
does not explain that there are no minerals in the country. In actual case, it
has been found that the country owns primary gold, placer gold, soda ash,
ceramic raw material, bentonite, marble, copper, nickel, potash, geothermal
steam, and an enormous amount of underground water. He noted, that exploration
is being carried out for iron, coal, oil, natural gas and other minerals. How-
ever, priority will be given to the exploration of minerals that could raise
the national economy within a relatively short period of time. Priority is
equally given to the exploration of minerals for industrial consumption, such
as iron, coal, geothermal steam and a number of others that could bring in
foreign exchange earnings to the country.
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DEVELOPMENT OF MINING INDUSTRY PLANNED
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 6 Feb 85 p 2
[Article by Melaku .G/Yohannes]

|

| [Text] Although the nation is said to have been endowed with abundant miner-
‘ al resources, and iron smelting for instance, has been known for centuries,
| the mining industry however, remained, for long, very underdeveloped. In the
‘ past, almost all the field prospecting and the measures taken for modernizing
existing mine works were financed with the assistance of private foreign
capital and under the UN Development Programme (UNDP).

Prospecting, surveying and mining of mineral deposits were seriously handi-
capped by shortage of funds and specialists, and also by a lack of good roads.
The nation's famous mining area, Kibre-Negest (Adola) was also the domain of
the monarch,

Not only this, The prerequisite task, that is, the evolution of the geology
and underground water maps of the nation have only remained to cover 20 and
41[as published] per cent of the nation's territory. Hence, the share of the
mining industry stood at 3 per cent only.

Having realized the chronic state of conditions in the mining industry, the
Revolutionary Government has specified the share of the state and of foreign
capital in exploiting mineral deposits. Foreign capital including private
capital is allowed to take part in prospecting and mining non-metallic raw
materials, mineral fuel (oil, gas and coal) and metallic ores (except precious
and radio-active metals).

The Revolutionary Government has also established Institute of Geology Studies
and Mining Resources Development Corporation and also created a situation
conducive to the development of the mining industry, as a whole, through as-
sistance from friendly socialist countries, joint venture and concessions.

‘ Adequate attention has also been paid to the development of mining industry in

| the 10-year Perspective Plan. According to the latest issue of Serto Ader,

’ Organ of the Central Committee of the Workers Party of Ethiopia, the study of

? the Geology, underground water maps have been envisaged, in the 1l0-year

} Perspective Plan, to cover 50 and 46 per cent respectively. As regards the
training of manpower for the development of this sub-sector, emphasis has been



laid on the activities of the Addis Ababa University and scholarships in
friendly countries in this regard. Moreover, studies are completed to estab-
lish a Mineral Resources and Geology Institute in Wollega region.

Formidable Task

The Institute is not solely aimed at training technicians and experts in this
field but also empowered with the task of conducting research works, produc-
tions, rendering service as well as securing raw material and financial Te-
sources for its smooth functions and operatioms, :

The task of realizing the programmes spelt out in the 10-year Perspective
Plan is, indeed, formidable and thus requires the endeavours of all workers
in the mining industry. It is not as such an easy task to make possible the
development of the extractive industry, the sole base for various manufactur-
ing industries. However, a good start has already been made in this regard.
The work forrthe commercial product of Sodda Ash, the raw material for glass,
paper and chemical industry is being accelerated, while, the modernization
work for potash in the Dallol is now underway.

Concerning construction minerals, the study for marble has been completed and
production begun, in the Wollega region, while, project for modern production
of gravel and sandstone, around Awash is under construction. The prospecting
work for natural gas and petroleum in the Ogaden has displayed a good sign

and a satisfactory result has been obtained from the:work of study for the
development of geothermal energy. Moreover, plans have been drawn up to in-
crease the output of the various mining productions through mechanizing mining
operations.

In brief, theoretical studies of the possiblty of wider range of ore-bearing
and non-metallic mineral resources in many areas of the country are being
translated into deeds and the encouraging start has to gather momentum.
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GOSHU WARNS ARABS~~"Reactionary Arab states" must "come clean" on whether
they regard Eritrea as an Ethiopian province or as an "Arab land,"

Ethiopian foreign minister Goshu Wolde gaid in an interview with AFP on
February 8. '"Otherwise, Ethiopia and the rest of Black Africa will be
suspicious of the motives of the Arab governments who have always said they
will abide by the charter of the Organisation of African Unity." Mr Goshu's
charges were levelled at Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Syria and Morocco,
accused of taking part in the congraess to unify the Eritrean Liberation

Front. [Text] [Paris THE INDIAN OCEAN NEWSLETTER316 Feb 85 p 5]

NMS RECRUITS BEING TRAINED--A warm send—-off was given yesterday to the second
recruits of the National Military Service drawn from Addis Ababa while being
mobilized to their training centre. At a ceremony conducted at the Tatak Mili-
tary Training Camp, Comrade Lemma Gutema, member of the CC of WPE and First
Secretary of the Addis Ababa WPE Committee, presented the Ethiopian flag to the
youth prior to departure. Flower bouquet was also presented to the youth by
representatives of the main commissariat. Speaking on the occasion, Comrade
Major Mezgebe Workie, alternate member of the CC of WPE and Military Commissar
of Addis Ababa, told the youth that they would be given different vocational
training during their stay at the training centre which would help them give
adequate services to their Motherland in every sector. Present at the send-off
ceremony were members of the Addis Ababa WPE Committee and heads of the main
and the Addis Ababa Military Commissariat offices. (ENA) [Text] [Addis Ababa
THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 10 Jan 85 p 1]

MORE CERTIFICATES AWARDED-~Twenty-five teachers who have followed a 20~day
physical education course organized by the Bulbula Adult Education Centre of
Kaffa regional schools administration offices received certificates here Tuesday.
The teachers received their certificates from Comrade Nigate Asfaw, head of the
Ideological Affairsof the WPE Committee for Limu Province. The orientation for
the teachers, drawn from various elementary schools, was given by experts of
physical education drawn from the regional and provincial schools. 1In another
development, 27 defence squads trained in political and military education in
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the Gendeberet district of Jabat-Mecha Province received certificates recently.
Meanwhile, certificates and special prizes were handed over to excelling

members of the Gondar region finance police in recognition of their outstanding
performance towards strengthening discussion forums. The certificates and special
prizes to the individuals were handed over by Comrade Lt Girma Tadesse, Chief

of the regional Finance Police. (ENA) [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD

in English [no date given] p 3]

RELATIONS WITH EGYPT--Ethiopian and Egyptian foreign trade officials met here
yesterday for their first round of talks to explore ways of strengthening
economic and trade relations between the two countries. The discussion began
at the hall two countries had a long history and stressed the significance of
exchanging products between the two countries. [sentence as printed] Three teams
of experts have been formed to discuss economic and trade areas of cooperation.
The team of experts are expected to reach consensus by next Saturday. Present
on the occasion were Comrade Kesela Mulat, Vice-Minister of the Ministry of
Foreign Trade and Ambassador Ahmed Shaban of Egypt to Revolutionary Ethiopia.
Dr. El Sayid and the members of his delegation were welcomed at Bole Inter-
national Airport by Comrade Wolle Chekol, member of the CC of WPE and Minister
of Foreign Trade and Mr. Ahmed Shaban, Ambassador of Egypt to Revolutionary
Ethiopia. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English [no date given]

pp 1, 3] ,

COFFEE-GROWING DISTRICTS--Harar (ENA)--Encouraging results have been achieved,
following the introduction of improved farming methods, to expand coffee de-
velopment in 20 coffee-growing districts in Hararghe. The regional office

of the Ministry of Coffee and Tea Development is exerting much effort to en-
hance the development of coffee farm in both the highland and lowland coffee-
growing provinces of the region. Comrade Mossissa Senbeto, the branch manager,
sald that the coffee development project is being carried out by 370 peasants'
associations within the coffee-growing districts of Hararghe, thanks to the
application of improved farming techniques. Experts are agitating the peasants
through demonstration activities and are experimenting with 15 different coffee
seed varieties. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 9 Feb 8

p 3]

AETU, FDGB AGREEMENT-~The All Ethiopia Trade Union (AETU) and the Free German
Trade Union (FDGB) of the German Democratic Republic (GDR) yesterday signed a
Jjoint co-operation agreement to further strengthen their solidarity. The
agreement was signed following a discussion held between the workers' delega-
tion of GDR led by Comrade Harry Tisch, member of the Politburo of the CC of
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) and Chairman of the Free German
Trade Union (FDGB), and the AETU led by Comrade Tadesse Tamirat, member of
the CC of WPE and the AETU Chairman. Speaking on the occasion, Comrade
Tadesse explained the revolutionary struggle waged by Ethiopian workers in
the past ten years and the victories scored by them. He stressed that the
working force of the country are extending all possible support to ensure the
implementation of the programme charted out by the Politburo of the CC of WPE
and Revolutionary Government to tackle the drought problem. Comrade Tadesse
expressed thanks on behalf of the AETU for the assistance extended in aid of
drought victims by the FDGB in accordance with proletarian internationalism.
He also elaborated on the outcome of the Fourth Congress of the Organization
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of African Trade Union Unity (OATUU), Comrade Tisch on his part appreciated the
joint efforts of the Ethiopian working people to defend the revolution and the
unity of the Motherland as well as to combat the effects of drought. He as-
sured the AETU of the constant support of the government and people of GDR in
the efforts which WPE and the Revolutionary Government are making to solve the
drought problem. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 7 Feb

85 p 1]

MEDAL OF GALLANTRY-~The Provisional Military Administrative Council yesterday
conferred a medal of gallantry, second class, to Quarter Master Sergeant Demoz
Tarekegn in recognition of valour on the battlefield., The medal was given on
behalf of the PMAC by Comrade Brig. Gen. Seyoum Makonnen, member of the CC of
WPE and Head of the Main Commissariat, with the rank of vice minister, in the
Ministry of Interior. The medal was bestowed in accordance with the Revolu-
tionary Government's earlier decision to honour war heroes who distinguish
themselves in action against anti-unity, counter-revolutionary elements and
reactionary expansionist forces.. Comrade Quarter Master Sergeant Demoz
Tarekegn was honoured for exceptional acts of gallantry, particularly on the
northern front where he served as a para commando in the 22nd regiment. He
spearheaded the Revolutionary Army drive against a secessionist stronghold in
the vicinity of Halhal in Eritrea region where the enemy's heavily fortified
bastion was demolished and its arms arsenal captured intact. The war hero is
dertermined to pay the ultimate sacrifice wherever he is brought into action
and is confident that the PM-AC honour bestowed on him will set an example to
brothers~in~arms. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 7 Feb
85 pp 1, 6]

MILNE RELIEF CENTRE--Millie (ENA)--Members of the Revolutionary Army in Milie
locality have established a well-organized relief and rehabilitation centre in
co-operation with other organizations in aid of drought vietims. The Centre,
located near the Milie river, has a solar water heating implement, two plastic
and tin tanks with a capacity of 23,000 litres of water, a water pumping engine,
dinning halls, bath rooms, a kitchen, a store and a clinic, The solar water
heating implement was forwarded by the United Nations Children's Fund and the
Ministry of Education while other facilities were provided through the co~
operation of the Ethiopian Red Cross Society. Meanwhile, members of the
Revolutionary Army in Wollo region recently donated a sum of 14,524 birr in

aid of compatriots affected by drought. The cheque for the donation was handed
over to Comrade Shimelis Alemu, member of the CC of WPE and Chief Aadminis-
trator of Wollo region, who in turn handed it over to Comrade Hailu Woldesen-
bet, representative of the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) for the
region, In a similar development, the inhabitants of Kelem province, Wollega
region, recently donated 34,806 birr towards the same end. Ato Ahmed Mohamed,
a merchant in Kelem town, who donated a sum of 500 birr also offered an agri-
cultural implement worth 144 birr. The Catholic Mission in the province gave
utensils worth 9,768 birr. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English
8 Feb 85 p 1]

ANKOBER PEASANTS--Debre Berhan, Ambo (ENA)-~Peasants in Ankober district of
Tegulet Bulga province of Shoa region constructed an elementary school. The
school which has also an auditorium, and residential quarters for teachers has




been constructed on self-help basis and was inaugurated by the chairman of the
district peasants association. Residents of Soyema town and its environs also
constructed a junior high school which is already operational. Meanwhile, REYA
and REWA members of 23 peasants associations in Tikur district of Jibat-Mecha
province of same region constructed a 56 kms long feeder road in a campaign
conducted recently. The road links service and producers' cooperative in the
district with the main town of the district., [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN
HERALD in English 9 Feb 85 p 3]

TOWNS GET PIPED WATER--The Water Supply and Sewerage Authority signed here
yesterday a contract with the Ethiopian Water Worke-Construction Authority
(EWWCA) for the building of water reservoirs and laying down of pipelines

as part of the project being carried out to provide six towns with potable
water. The contract, which costs 11,520,860 birr, is the biggest of the
seven contracts involving the two authorities on the same project. The con-
tract was signed by Comrade Biru Itissa, General Manager of the Water Supply
and Sewerage Authority, and Comrade Efrem Fikre-Mariam, Manager of the
Ethiopian Water Works Construction Authority (EWWCA)., The amount for the
overall project costing 42 million birr will be secured from the African De-
velopment Bank (ADB) as a long-term loan and a budget to be allotted by the
Ethiopian Government. It was noted that over 250,000 people will have ade-
quate and reliable potable water at the conclusion of the project. [Text]
[Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 10 Feb 85 p 1]

IRRIGATION AGRICULTURE IN BALE--Over 2,700 hectares of land have been culti-
vated through irrigation in 148 localities in Bale region through harnessing
rivers to help combat the effects of drought. The exemplary work undertaken
by the inhabitants of the region in co-operation with the area office of the
Ministry of Agriculture has indicated the possibility of developing 6,200
hectares of land, provided enough support:is obtained from the government.
The self-help initiative of the people was observed recently by Comrade
Gizaw Nigussie, Vice-Minister for Livestock and Animal Resources Development
in the Ministry of Agriculture. The Vice-Minister also toured the activities
of the rural development units, peasants producers' and service cooperatives
‘and cattle rearing centers, as well as the rural cooperative institute devel-
opment in Arssi region. He has also toured the Adamitulu Cattle Rearing and
Fattening and Fishery Development Centre in Zuway and held discussion with
experts in the area on ways of providing effective service to the peasants in
the area. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 12 Feb 85

p 3]

ELECTRIFICATION OF HAGERE-SELAM--Kibre Mengist (ENA)--An electric light power
distribution centre installed at Hagere-Selam town of Sidama province at a
cost of over 428,800 birr and a clinic constructed to serve the residents in
and around here at a cost of 22,500 birr were inaugurated yesterday. Inaugur-
ating the facilities, Comrade Teferra Endalew, Chief Administrator of Sidamo
region, said that mass organisations have a great role to play in the efforts
of the WPE and the Revolutionary Government to improve the standard of living
of the broad masses and to meet their health needs. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE
ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 12 Feb 85 p 3]
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ARSSI TRAINING CENTRE-~~Assela (ENA)--A training centre built by the Revolu-
tionary Ethiopia Women's Association (REWA) of Arssi region at a cost of
162,000 birr became operational here over the weekend, The training centre
was inaugurated by Comrade Sileshi Mengesha, member of the CC of WPE and First
Secretary of the WPE Committee of Arssi region. The training centre built

on 2010 square metres of land has seven sewing machines, four improved weav-
ing equipment, seven implements by which carpets are made and four knitting
machines. Comrade Sura-Jul Abdul-Jelil, Head of Organizational Affairs of the
regional WPE Committee, said that the training of women in various fields
contributes to socialist construction. Similarly Comrade Felekeeh Kebede,
member of the REWA Central Council, and Comrade Aster Mulugeta, Chairperson

of the regional REWA, noted the achievements of the regional women's associ-
ation and its efforts in translating into deeds the REWA plan of action.
Meanwhile, in Eritera, 225 peasants trained at the regional peasant training
school were given certificates here Monday. The training centred on the con-
servation and development of natural resources. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE
ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 13 Feb 85 p 1]

HARARGHE ROAD MAINTENANCE--Harar (ENA)--A total of 1,476-km of road network

is being maintained by the branch office of the Ethiopian Transport Construc-
tion Authority, (ETCA), of Hararghe region. Of the total 1,081-km is gravel
and the remaining 395-km is asphalt. The branch office noted that encouraging
results have been achieved in the work of road maintenance so as to facilitate
public transport. The building of offices and workers' dwellings at Awash,
Gelemso, Hirna, Dire Dawa and Jijiga are also underway in order to enhance
maintenance activities. Similarly, a 35-km gravel-road constructed in Kola
Dega-Damot province of Gojjam region at a cost of 1,400,000 birr became oper-
ational recently, The road, links the towns of Tilili and Gish-Abay and built
by the Rural Road Construction Agency, was inaugurated by Comrade Tilahun
Abebe, Chief Administrator of Gojjam region. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN
HERALD in English 13 Feb 85 p 1]

ADDIS WATER PROJECT--The second waterpproject aimed at meeting the growing
water supply needs of the inhabitants of the capital is nearing completion,
This was disclosed Tuesday afternoon during the inspection tour of the project
by Comrade Mersae Ijigu, member of the CC of WPE and Head of General Planning
of the National Committee for Central Planning (NCCP) wdth the rank of Minis-~
ter. The project which employs 700 workers will more than double water supply
to the city by raising it from 800000 cubic metres to 180,000 cubic metres per
day, according to Comrade Tekle Gebre-Mikael, Chief Engineer of the project,
The construction of the project which was started in the last Ethiopian year
with a 103 #illion birr loan and aid obtained from the European Economic Com-
mundpy ( (EEC), has enabled the Legedadi and Geferssa water supply centres oper-
ate with newly installed machineries. Comrade Mersae inspected the Legedali
Water Reservoir and the newly built water filtering and distribution centres

at Lamberet and Janmeda and heard briefings about the overall activities of the
proposed water project. Comrade Mersse expressed rsatisfaction for what he has
observed during his inspection tour. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD
in English 14 Feb 85 p 3]
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GONDAR DEVELOPMENT CENTRES--A total of 767 development centres have been
opened in Gondar region in dime with the new structure laid down in the re-
gion to improve the agricultural sector of the economy., The development
centres have been established in 19 districts of the region and a provision-
al office to withstand the drought problem has also been set up., In a sim-
ilar development, 206 development centres have been established in Gojjam
region. A team led by Comrade Eshetu Muhe, Vice-Minister in the Minigtry

of Agriculture in charge of Rural Development Sector, recently visited the
development centres in the two regions for five days and held discussions
about them with development workers. The team also visited resettlement
centres in Metekel province, Gojjam region, peasants producdrs' cooperatives
and projects involving harnessing of rivers, irrigation and vegetable-garden~
ing, [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 15 Feb 85 p 5]

METEMA DISTRICT HOUSING~-Gondar (ENA)--The inhabitants of Metema district in
Gondar region, in co-operation with members of the Revolutionary Army there,
have built 994 houses to help strengthen the rehabilitation programme in the
area, The people in the district comstructed the houses, using local mater-
ials, which will provide permanent service in rehabilitation activities. The
local populace collected construction material valued at 433,000 birr for the
effort, The district people have also built an office for the WPE Committee
members of the area and five thatched huts for WPE cadres deployed there.
Close to 16 kms of feeder road have been readied of the 43 kms to conmect 12
villages in the district. The district residents are now awaiting the ar-
rival of settlers by making all necessary preparations. [Text] [Addis Ababa
THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 5 Feb 85 p .1]

WOLLO PRIMARY ROAD--Dessie (ENA)--A 62-km primary road was built to link
Wegel Tena and Kon towns by inhabitants of Delanta and Wadla Downt districts,
Wadla Delanta province, in Wollo region. The road became operational recent-
ly following a week-long work campaign. The inhabitants of the districts had
previously constructed a 93-km all weather road. The office of the provincial
administration noted that the roads were constructed to help facilitate the -
transport of relief supplies to drought-affected areas. [Text] [Addis Ababa
THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 7 Feb 85 p 3] '

LIBYAN SUPPORT--Tripoli, (Jamahiriya News Agency)--The People's Committee for
the Foreign Liaison Bureau recently expressed to.the Ethiopian Ambassador

in Tripoli Jamahiriya's concern and anger at the illegal trafficking of
Ethiopian nationals to Israel. The Ethiopian Ambassador pointed out that since
1982, contacts were taking place between some Zionists and the Sudanese
government to arrange for gathering Ethiopian nationals in southern Sudan

in Al Gadharif and Juba. Then centres of coordination were set up in Khartoum
and other countries. The whole operation had been led by foreigners who came
to Sudan under the cover of investment ventures. The Ethiopian Ambassador

made clear that the migration operation had started some time ago through other
countries. The ambas