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HAVE A GOOD GRASP OF THEORETICAL WEAPONS
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 85 p 2
["Forum"]

[Text] In his speech made at the National Conference of Party Delegates,
Comrade Deng Xiaoping put forward a new task to new and veteran cadres, that
is, to study Marxist theory. Comrade Deng Xiaoping's instruction is of great
and far-reaching significance. It actually answers the following question:
Is Marxist theory outdated and no longer effective? In carrying out the
modernization program, do we have to seriously study Marxist theory just 1like
we did during the revolutionary period in the past? As some comrades did not
have a clear understanding of this question, a number of localities

neglected to a certain extent the study of Marxist theory. These comrades

do not know that the remarkable successes achieved on all fronts in the 7
years since the 3d Plenary Session of the 11lth CPC Central Committee are the
result of our party setting things to right, reestablishing the ideological
line of seeking truth from facts, adhering to Marxist dialectical materialism
and historical materialism, and solving many new problems concerning the
building of socialism in China by creatively applying the basic tenets of
Marxism. The successes achieved in reform and the building of the four
modernizations are the outcome of integrating the universal truth of Marxism
with China's actual reality. Marxist theory is the scientific world outlook
and methodology. Earnestly studying Marxist theory and having a good grasp
of its stand, viewpoints, and methods can enhance our faith in the socialist
cause and communist ideals, strengthen our ability to see through the essence
of things, solve problems, and exercise leadership, and increase our ability
to resist erroneous ideas. When making comments, some people see only the
surface of matters. This is because they do not have a solid theoretical
foundation. Without theory, our work would be done blindly. We would have
no future or even lose our bearings. Therefore, no matter how busy CPC com-
mittees at all levels are, they should pay attention to cadres' theoretical
study, which is now a weak link but also a question of strategic importance.

In order to have a good grasp of Marxist theory, we must apply the method of
Marxism, that is, integrating theory with practice. We must learn to apply
the basic principles and methods of Marxism to solve new and practical prob-
lems and not try to recite the words from the books of Marx and Lenin or
mechanically copy them for the sake of sitting for examinations and




obtaining certificates. Dogmatism and pragmatism caused great harm to our
revolution and construction in the past. We must never repeat the same
mistake. While in Yanan and during the initial postliberation period, our
party attached great importance to conducting education in Marxist theory,
current affairs, and policies among cadres. As the method was correct, we
achieved marked results. However, the fine tradition waned during the late
1950's. Now we must resume and carry forward this fine tradition. In con-
nection with the major events in the party's history since the founding of
the PRC and particularly the major policy decisions formulated since the

3d Plenary Session of the 11lth CPC Central Committee, leading cadres should
take the lead in studying Marxist theory and get a clear understanding of
some fundamental questions, such as: Why do we say that practice is the
norm of truth? To observe and solve social problems, why should we proceed
from practice and apply dialectical methods instead of proceeding from
principles or wishes and applying metaphysical methods? Why do we say that
the essential task of socialism is to develop the forces of production? Why
is it necessary to carry out reform and to implement the policy of opening
to the outside world and enlivening the domestic economy? Why is it neces-
sary to strengthen the building of socialist spiritual civilization? Only
by studying in such a manner can we increase our ability to implement the
policies and have the overall situation under control.

Marxist theory is the weapon for transforming the objective world as well as
the subjective world. The transformation of the subjective world includes
transforming and increasing our cognitive ability, eliminating the influence
of all exploiting classes, and strengthening the sense of proletarian party
spirit. It is a basic viewpoint of Marxism to build a party serving the
interests of the people wholeheartedly, which is diametrically opposed to
abusing power for personal gains and "putting money above everything."”
After grasping Marxist theory, we must attain a lofty realm of thought and
get rid of vulgar interests. Theoretical cultivation should be identical
with moral cultivation. If our work style is not yet straightened out, how
can it be regarded as the result of the study? The practice of talking
volubly rather than doing practical work should not be taken as an example.
It is against Marxism to deviate theory from practice and to fail to match
one's deeds with one's words.
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EIGHT REQUIREMENTS FOR CPC MEMBERSHIP (MARCH 1951)
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 85 pp 3-4
[Article by Liu Shaoqi]

[Text] 1. The CPC is a party of the Chinese working class and is also the
advanced part of the working class. The Chinese revolution was led by the
working class in the past, and will continue to need the leadership of the
working class even more in the future. The working class will develop in the
future and will become the majority in our country's population. Peasants
will become workers after they use machines for plowing. Eventually, the
entire Chinese people will become workers. (Our party has always relied on
the proletariat and semiproletariat.) All our party members must admit this
point.

2. The final aim of the CPC is to realize the communist system in China. At
present the CPC is fighting to consolidate the new democracy system. In the
future, the CPC will be fighting for the transformation to the socialist
system. And finally, the CPC will fight for the realization of the communist
system. (The main points concerning the new democracy system, socialist
system, and communist system are to be explained in a separate article. The
new democracy revolution, generally speaking, does not destroy the system of
private ownership, whereas the socialist revolution will first destroy the
system of private ownership in industry and then destroy the system of private
ownership in agriculture. When organizing collective farms in rural areas,
we can only depend on the working class and the poor peasants and farm labor-
ers, not the ordinary peasants. We can only unite the peasants.) All the
party members must be determined to fight continuously for the realization

of these goals of our party.

3. So, if one wants to become a CPC member, one must carry out the revolu-
tionary struggle all of one's life. If one stops fighting while the revolu-
tionary struggle is in progress, one can no longer be a party member. This
kind of revolutionary struggle consists of political, economic, and ideologi-
cal struggles, and it also requires us to carry out armed struggle against
the armed intervention of imperialism. (However, this does not mean that we
must be soldiers for all our lives.)



4. All CPC members must carry out revolutionary struggle under the unified
leadership of the party. So all party members must carry out the policies
and resolutions of the party, actively take part in the revolutionary move-
ments led by the party, strictly observe the party's discipline, and struggle
against all phenomena, inside and outside the party, which are harmful to the
interests of the party; otherwise they cannot be CPC members.

5. All party members must first consider the public interests of the broad
masses of the people and the interests of the party rather than their private
interests. Those who are selfish and unwilling to sacrifice themselves for
the people cannot be party members. (The mutual aid teams, mutual aid asso-
ciations, and cooperatives in the rural areas are one of the forms of the
socialist economy and belong to semisocialism. To dare to sacrifice one's
own interests and work hard for the cooperatives is socialism. The produc-
tion emulation drive among the state-owned factories belongs to socialism,
too.)

6. In revolutionary struggle, all the party members must be courageous and
resolute, must not flinch from any serious or difficult environment, must
never surrender themselves to the enemy, and must never betray the party and
communism; otherwise they cannot be party members.

(Explanatory note: When the eight requirements for party membership were
written into "The Resolution on Rectifying the Grass-Roots Party Organiza-—
tions" passed by the first National Conference on CPC Organization Work, the
contents of this item were written into item No 3 of the resolution. The
contents of item No 3 of the resolution are: "Every party member must be
determined to bravely carry out revolutionary struggle for all his life,

must not flinch under any circumstances, must not betray the party, and must
not surrender himself to the enemy. If a party member stops fighting while
the revolutionary struggle is still in progress, he can no longer be a party
member." The contents of item No 6 of the resolution were changed to:

"Every party member should often examine the mistakes and shortcomings in his
own work through criticism and self-criticism and correct them in time. 1If a
party member has made serious mistakes but is still unwilling to correct them,
still wants to claim credit for himself, continues to be arrogant and self-
important, and still sticks to his mistakes, he cannot be a party member.")

7. All party members must serve the people, help to establish a good rela-
tionship between the party and the people, do one more piece of social
service work assigned by the party organizations or party branches. Those
failing to do this cannot be party members.

8. In order to meet the above-mentioned requirements, all the party members
must study hard so as to know more about Marxism, Leninism, Mao Zedong
Thought and raise their own consciousness. One who does not study hard
cannot become a good party member.

(This manuscript is part of the report outline that was prepared for the \
first National Conference on CPC Organization Work. On 28 March, Liu Shaoqi




made the report at the conference. After being rearranged and revised,
these eight requirements mentioned in his report were later writtenm into
"The Resolution on Rectifying the Grass-Roots Party Organizations" passed
by the conference.)
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STRENGTHEN LEADERSHIP AND DO A BETTER JOB IN IMPORTING TECHNOLOGY
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 85 pp 4-9
[Article by Zhang Aiping [1728 1947 549371]

[Text] Introducing technology from abroad is an important component of
China's policy of opening up to the world. It is also an important strategic
measure for promoting techmnological progress and economic development and
speeding up socialist modernization. Over the past few years, China has

made fast progress, achieved good results, and accumulated beneficial experi-
ences in introducing foreign techmology. This must be fully affirmed. But
it still lags behind the needs for socialist modernization and there are
still some problems in our work which we must seriously study and correct.

The Purpose of Introducing Foreign Technology

Introducing advanced foreign technology occupies an important position in
implementing the policy of opening up to the world and carrying out economic
and technological exchanges with foreign countries, including import and
export trade, using foreign capital, carrying out international economic and
technological cooperation, and making good use of foreign exchange. Intro-
ducing foreign technology refers to introducing specialized foreign tech-
nology, materials, information, and drawings. It also refers to introducing
hardware such as some necessary products, equipment, and production lines.
Why should we introduce foreign technology?

From the history of world economic and technological development, we know
that introducing foreign technology is an objective need for economic,
scientific, and technological development. The "Communist Party Manifesto"
points out that capitalist development "has brought about the exploration of
the world market and given a cosmopolitan character to production and con-
sumption in all countries.... The old local and national seclusion and
self-sufficiency have been replaced by mutual contacts in every direction
and universal interdependence." ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 2,
PP 254-255) Due to faster economic, scientific, and technological develop-
ment, international economic and technological relationships have now become
closer in spite of the complicated problems in international relationships.
Facts have proved that national seclusion cannot bring about modernization.
Expanding international economic and technological cooperation and exchanges




so as to speed up the economic, scientific, and technological development of
one's own country has become the trend of the era. Therefore, the method of
introducing foreign technology has become popular throughout the world, as
it is an effective method to promote the economic, scientific, and techno-
logical development of a country.

Today the waves of the new world technological revolution are strongly
pounding the economic structures of various countries and the old setup of
the international market, thus bringing about profound changes in inter-
national production, exchanges, consumption, and social life. 1In inter-
national exchanges, the percentages of technological, informational, and
intellectual exchanges have gradually increased and are playing a greater
role. Any country, no matter how solid its scientific and technological
basis is, has superiorities and inferiorities. It is unrealistic for a
country to solve all its scientific and technological problems by solely
relying on its own efforts, as it is impossible for it to play a leading
role in all aspects of scientific and technological fields. So, introducing
some advanced foreign technological projects to fill in the gaps in the
scientific and technological fields, to avoid detours, and to gain a favor-
able position in international competition has become an indispensable link
in the economic development and technological progress of various countries
in the world.

China's experiences, both positive and negative, in its economic construc-
tion over the past 30 years have proved the necessity of introducing foreign
technology. In socialist construction, we are faced with the urgent tasks of
fully using our material and technological bases, of bringing into full play
the role of our science and technology, of studying, designing, and forming a
science and technology contingent, and of improving our scientific and tech-
nological level. In addition, we should have broader perception, strengthen
economic and technological cooperation and exchanges with foreign countries,
and try every possible means to introduce advanced foreign technology to our
"four modernizations" drive so as to lay a firmer foundation for our economic
and technological development and to narrow the technological gap between our
country and developed countries in the shortest possible time. It will not
do to treat this as an ordinary matter. We must fully understand its

urgency and regard it as an important strategic principle in the course of
implementing the policy of opening up to the world.

However, introducing advanced foreign technology is not just our purpose,
but is a means to improve our technological level and production capacity.
Our purpose is to improve our ability to carry out self-reliance and to
speed up our economic and technological development. Whether or not we can
make this come true is the touchstone for testing the quality of our work in
introducing foreign technology.

On the whole, our work of introducing foreign technology has effectively
promoted the "four modernizations' drive. However, there are still various

problems in this work.




A tendency has emerged in the course of breaking away from national seclu-
sion. 1In some comrades' opinion, it seems that everything foreign is good.
They only think of reaping without sowing and of immediate interests regard-
less of the overall interests. They introduce foreign technology without
serious consideration. As a result, foreign equipment which we can manu-
facture through our efforts after studying it is also imported, causing
serious losses to the state and having a bad influence in the world. What
merits particular attention is that some comrades still turn a deaf ear to
the repeated instructions of the CPC Central Committee. A similar situation
can be found in our propaganda work. Comrades in charge of propaganda work
have laid too much emphasis on imported equipment and production lines and on
the advanced or good quality products produced by imported equipment and
production lines. They have not paid enough attention to propagating the
good products we have manufactured through our own efforts.

Relying solely on introducing foreign technology without paying attention to
improving our ability to explore and create new things has caused a waste of
foreign exchange, apart from hampering us from making rapid progress in
science and technology. Furthermore, it is not beneficial to the develop-
ment of national industry. Science and technology develops rapidly, and

the transfer of advanced technology involves sharp military and economic
competition between different countries and countries of different social
systems. Obstacles and limitations are expected in the course of techno-
logical transfer. Foreign countries will not lightly transfer their first-
rate products or technology to us. If we entirely rely on foreign countries
and trail behind them, it will not take long before we buy advanced foreign
equipment at high prices to replace the equipment which we bought previously
and which is becoming outmoded. In such cases, not only will we not be able
to speed up our economic, scientific, and technological development, but it
is also impossible to free ourselves from the passive position of relying on
and being controlled by foreign countries. Some Asian, African, and Latin
American countries have learned bitter lessons in this respect. We must on
no account follow the same road.

The Crux Lies in Assimilating and Absorbing Foreign Teéhnology and Exploring
and Creating New Things

The crux of developing our economy and improving our exploitative ability
lies in assimilating and absorbing foreign technology and exploring and
creating new things.

The assimilation and absorption of foreign technology and the exploration and
creation of new things have direct bearings on whether good results can be
achieved in introducing foreign technology. Therefore, this should be placed
in an important position. Japan and the FRG have acquired high economic
growth rates because they have concentrated their efforts on assimilating

and improving imported foreign technology rather than on importing foreign
technology. As a specialist of the Stanford advisory institute of the
United States said: The most important thing is to turn the introduction

of foreign technology into a "multiplier" enlightening one's imagination,
arousing one's innovative spirit, and enabling one to draw inferences about




other cases from one instance and to get twice the results with half the
effort. This viewpoint has been insight.

Introducing foreign technology and assimilating foreign technology are like
two links in a chain. Only by closely combining these two links can
advanced foreign technology be effectively transferred for domestic use.
Comrade Zhao Ziyang has pointed out on many occasions: "It is necessary to
do a good job in assimilating, absorbing, and popularizing imported foreign
technology." 'Do not merely import foreign technology without assimilating
and popularizing it." We talk about assimilating foreign technology in
regard to assembling, using, and operating equipment. As we understand,
being able to assemble, use, and operate certain products and equipment does
not mean that we have assimilated and absorbed the technology contained in
these products and equipment. For example, you can use a television set and
operate a calculator, but this does not mean that you have mastered the
relevant electronics technology. Assimilation and absorption is a part of
the technology of products and equipment. We should use as many products
and as much equipment in one category as possible to study design principles,
structures, functions, manufacturing skills, materials, packaging, uses, and
production rates. In this way, we will be able to make a reliable qualita-
tive and quantitative analysis of the products and equipment we have imported
and to master the relevant techmical know-how systematically, accurately, and
in an overall manner. Here we refer to the assimilation and absorption of
hardware technology. As for the assimilation and absorption of software
technology, it is usually connected with that of hardware technology. The
study and mastery of software technology is more complicated, more diffi-
cult, and more important than that of hardware technology and therefore
requires a larger investment of techmological strength and better equipment.

The significance of assimilating and absorbing foreign technology and
exploring and creating new things is this: First, it is not simply a matter
of assembling, using, or operating equipment, nor does it merely involve
imitating, drawing, and copying. We must know not only the how but also the
why of the technology we have imported. Otherwise we will not be able to
achieve the expected results in the work of introducing foreign technology.
Second, a technology exporting country transfers to other countries only the
advanced technology which has been materialized in products and equipment or
the parts of the manufacturing technology which are difficult to keep secret,
retaining the secret parts of the technology exported. If we do not make
efforts to explore the secret parts retained by the technology exporting
country, we will still be unable to gain mastery of the technology we have
imported, although we may possibly get the patent for it. As a result, our
products will lose their competitiveness and we will always lag behind, and
catching up with the advanced world level will remain empty talk. Third, a
contract for international technological transfer usually provides the

terms and conditions on the exchange of information about technological
improvement. The contract requires the technology importing side to make
valuable suggestions to the technology exporting side on improving and
developing the technology imported, or the former is required to use the
results from innovating the technology imported as compensation for the
technology imported. In this case, the technology importing side must




assimilate and absorb the technology imported and explore and create new
things.

On the whole, we have not paid full attention to the work of assimilating

and absorbing foreign technology. The reasons are that some practical prob-

lems and problems concerning the relevant policies still remain unsettled and
that erroneous ideas have not been stamped out. Such being the case, I am of
the opinion that it is necessary to do a good job in the following aspects:

1. We should select and introduced advanced foreign technology which can be
quickly assimilated and absorbed. Basing ourselves on our science, tech-
nology, resources, and managerial level, we should comprehensively consider
how advanced the technology is that we import, whether it is suitable for
our country, and whether it is economical in its use. I said in the past
that the technology we introduce should be advanced, should be able to pro-
duce quick results, and should have reasonable prices. The reasons we should
stress the necessity of introducing suitable foreign technology are as
follows: First, there are large gaps between our technology and the tech-
nology of economically developed countries. They are not willing to transfer
to us their latest and most advanced technology, whereas we do not want the
worst. What they are willing to transfer must be that which is acceptable
to us. Second, we have not laid a good foundation for the science and tech-
nology we currently have. Even if we could import all of the most advanced
technology from foreign countries, it would be very difficult for us to
assimilate and absorb it. Third, the technological and economic results of
importing foreign technology are directly and closely connected with the
assimilation and absorption of the imported technology. Generally speaking,
the narrower the gap between the imported technology and the technology we
currently have, the easier the assimilation and absorption and the greater
the results. By suitable technology, we mean that the level of this tech-
nology must be higher than that of the advanced technology China currently
has. Selecting and introducing suitable foreign technology is a very compli-
cated problem which requires us to promptly obtain the relevant information
and material, to catch up with trends in scientific and technological
development, to carry out profound feasibility research, and to make an
analysis of various plans. We should make our best choices on this basis
and should not adopt the method of "buying old cows from the other side of
the mountain." We should shift our work gradually to developing the
national economy and key technology. In particular, we should introduce
software technology apart from some necessary prototype machinery. In the
course of introducing suitable foreign technology, we should also import
some newly emerging technology for our long-~term development. However, we
should strictly prevent ourselves from importing unsuitable foreign tech-
nology. ‘

2. The reports on the feasibility research into major imported technological
projects should be focused on their assimilation and absorption. In prin-
ciple, priority for introducing foreign technology should be given to
departments and units which have a strong ability to assimilate and absorb

it and to explore and create new things. Responsible departments and units,
in line with the overall plan for introducing foreign technology, should work
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out detailed measures for assimilating and absorbing major technological
projects imported from abroad. Inviting bids is a good method for promoting
the implementation of such measures., It should be popularized. The problem
of funds for assimilating and absorbing foreign technology and creating new
things should be solved by the departments and units concerned in light of
specific conditions. Favorable conditions should be created for enterprises
in arousing the interest of research organs, design departments, and higher
learning institutions in fulfilling the tasks of assimilation and absorption.

3. We should closely combine the assimilation and absorption of foreign
technology with the exploration and creation of new things. In particular,
we should encourage and organize units introducing foreign technology to
cooperate with research organs, design departments, and higher learning
institutions in tackling difficult problems.

One important aspect in carrying out technological system reform is to
change the situation in which research organs are separate from enterprises,
in order to bring an end to the separation between research, design, educa-
tion, and production, to promote cooperation between various scientific and
technological forces, to improve the ability of enterprises (in particular,
large key enterprises), to absorb and explore new technology, and to speed up
the transformation of technological results into a productive force. The
separation of the assimilation and absorption of foreign technology from the
exploration and creation of new things in China is serious. Some of the
units which introduce foreign technology only consider their partial and
immediate interests, pay attention to improving their production capacity,
and are satisfied with mechanically copying what is imported, thus putting
aside the work of exploring and creating new things. Many research organs
have conducted profound research for several years into the technological
projects imported by enterprises and have achieved good results in this
respect. But the results cannot be put to use due to various limitations.
As a result, introducing foreign technology is separate from technological
research. In addition, we should also be aware that some research organs
belittle the work of assimilating and absorbing foreign techmology, think-
ing that this "does not count for" technological research. In terms of
policy, many awards are given to technical innovations and inventions, but
personnel engaged in the research on the assimilation and absorption of
foreign technology receive very few or no awards. Some leaders of enter-
prises say that research units, research institutes in particular, should
not ask enterprises for a single cent when helping them assimilate and
absorb foreign technology, as they are duty-bound to help them. Others
refuse to put into effect the compensatory contracts they have signed with
research units for assimilating and absorbing foreign technology. All this
has affected the results of cooperation between the two sides and dampened
the initiative of research personnel. Without proper settlement of this
problem, it will be impossible to ensure the assimilation and absorption of

foreign technology.

Therefore, we should attach particular importance to the cooperation and
integration between enterprises and research units, work out relevant
policies, and encourage enterprises and research units to shoulder the work
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of assimilating and absorbing foreign technology. Departments in charge of
scientific and technological work and research units should list this in
their research plans and take it as an important component of their work.
They should attach equal importance to the results of assimilating and
absorbing foreign technology and the results of other technological research
and should provide support in terms of funds, management, and the awards
system. Units introducing foreign technology should take the initiative in
obtaining assistance from research units and in providing them with the
necessary conditions for research, in order to transform the results of
technological research into productive forces. We should also understand
that in spite of our efforts, problems will sometimes occur in the relation-
ships between introducing foreign technology, exploration of new things, and
production. For this reason, we should adopt limited, appropriate measures
to protect, support, and promote domestic technological research work and
production.

4. We should strengthen independent scientific and technological research,
in particular the work of technological exploration. This is an important
condition and the only way to improve our ability to explore, to assimilate
and absorb foreign technology, to promote the substitution of the new for the
old, and to catch up with advanced world level. In equal international
technological exchange, it is provided that the independently created tech-
nology of a country can be equally exchanged for the patent to the tech-
nology of another country, the knowledge concerning this technology, and the
information and material about the technology under study and experimenta-
tion. Without the latest results of independent technological research,

we will find it difficult to introduce the latest and most advanced tech-
nology of foreign countries.

Independent scientific and technological research can be carried out in the
following two steps: The first step is to make an analytical study of the
functions, materials, and craftsmanship of key foreign technology which
"strangles" us. Some people call this an "inverse-seeking" method. On the
basis of inverse-seeking, our imitation will develop into the creation of new
things. The second step is to carry out independent technological research,
to popularize our samples throughout the country, and to make improvements

in the course of popularization.

The national defense technology departments started earlier than other
departments in the work of assimilating and absorbing imported foreign
technology, and their independent scientific and technological research has
been carried out in a more profound manner than in other departments. In
the past, apart from high production costs, another reason technological
improvement of civilian products was slow was the lack of independent tech-
nological research. It is true that scientific and technological research
requires much money, but once the results of this research are turned into
productive forces, high economic results will be achieved. This reflects
the dialectical, harmonious relationship between technological research and
its results. We concentrate our main efforts on developing the national
economy; in the meantime, we should also pay attention to the research on
weaponry and import some technological projects required by our military
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industry and national defense construction. Our national defense techno-
logical industry is rich in materials and technology. ‘It can develop and
produce technologically advanced civilian products in the course of manu-
facturing weaponry. Such cases can also be found in other countries. Some
people say that the reason our economic'development’has been slow is that we
have spent too much effort on the construction of our national defense and
military industry and on the research into national defense technology.

This is not an overall viewpoint. Historically, a war necessitated the
development of science and technology and the research on weapons, which
were later expanded and shifted to the civilian field. There are many such
examples in ancient and modern times in China and elsewhere. Although the
development of our national defense technology is fast, it still lags behind
that of developed countries. Therefore we must make persistent efforts to
develop more advanced weaponry. In this way, not only can we take pre-
cautions against war and vanquish the enemy when war breaks out, but we can
also promote the development of the national economy. Of course, problems
will arise if the development of the two is out of balance, but it is wrong
to set national defense construction against economic construction.

We Should Strengthen the Macro Guidance and Macro Managemehtv0ver the Work of
Introducing Foreign Technology

Introducing foreign technology is different from ordinary commodity exchange.
It requires a strong concept of plans, policies, science, technology, and
economy and involves a wide range of problems. It requires us to make
preparations for the projects to be imported, to provide technological and
economic theories, to carry out negotiations with foreign countries, to
consider the problem of assimilating and absorbing the imported foreign
technology, to pay attention to the trend of scientific and technological
development, and to take account of the possible influence the scientific
and technological achievements of our next generation will produce on our
society and economy. As it has not been long since we started introducing
foreign technology, we are required to explore, to make experiments, and to
sum up experience in practice. Introducing foreign technology is not an
expedient measure but a long-term strategic one in the course of opening up
to the outside world. Therefore it is necessary to strengthen macro guidance
and macro management, to constantly study new situations, and to solve new
problems in order to ensure the healthy development of this work. Some
problems have emerged in our work of introducing foreign technology, and
this suggests that our macro guidance and macro management in this respect
are still lagging behind. By macro guidance and macro management, we mean
that we should have correct targets, plans, and policies and good coordina-
tion, so as to achieve the best results and see the expected developments
and application of technology. I am of the opinion that the most important
point is to achieve the following "three unifications" on the basis of
unanimity of understanding: '

1. Unification in planning. The state has provided detailed stipulations
for the foreign exchange, fund, and approval systems concerning foreign
technological projects which must be introduced on a mandatory basis. This
is an important aspect of unification in planning. However, it is necessary
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to work out a national plan for introducing, assimilating, and absorbing
foreign technology in unification with the state's technological development
strategy, its industrial development strategy, its plan for national economic
and social development, and its plan for scientific and technological develop-
ment. In addition, we should work out guiding policies and measures so as to
ensure the implementation of the plan for introducing, assimilating, and
absorbing foreign technology. For example, we should arrange the order of
foreign technological projects to be imported, work out methods for meting
out economic punishments, and formulate measures for assessing economic
results. When drawing up a plan, it is necessary to have a clear idea of
what to develop and what not to develop. We must give prominence to key
points. We must ensure the selection and introduction of the best. For
large technological projects, the method of inviting bids is encouraged.

If the problem of building a large technological project can be solved by
inviting bids in the country, there is no need to introduce that project

from abroad. Foreign bids will be invited only when the country finds it
impossible to carry out the construction of a large technological project

by its own efforts. Sending people to foreign countries for investigation
is, in essence, a form of introducing foreign technology. It is necessary

to do this work in a planned way so as to avoid sending people to foreign
countries at will. Those who are sent abroad for investigations and business
negotiations must be specialists who take charge of the relevant work, know
the ropes, and are familiar with diplomacy. Generally speaking, leading
cadres should not be sent abroad, except those who are required to head a
team.

2. Unification in coordination. To solve the problem of duplicated intro-
duction of foreign technology, it is necessary to coordinate our work in a
unified manner. Various departments and commissions have paid attention to
solving the problems of transdepartmental and transprofessional cooperation
with foreign countries and of duplicated introduction of foreign technology.
I hope that they will carry the work through to the end and achieve effec-
tive results.

There is much to be done in carrying out coordination in a unified manner.
For example, we should use commodities or projects to combine the work of
introducing foreign technology with trade, to coordinate the relationship
between user units and manufacturing units, and to do a good job in the
combination of technology with trade, industry with trade, and departments
with regions. Transdepartmental and transregional enterprises of the same
category should introduce, assimilate, and absorb foreign technology in an
integrated manner so as to avoid duplicated introduction of foreign tech-
nology and to prevent fertile water from flowing into others' fields. In
this respect, administrative intervention and authoritative arbitration are
necessary.

3. Unification in organization. Let us take the work of introducing foreign
technology as a system under which various aspects constituting this system
perform their different tasks by different work methods and means. I am of
the opinion that the methods adopted by the national defense technological
system are workable, as these methods have helped form the system of chief
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designers taking command and the system of administration and management,
thus combining vertical and horizontal relationships and bringing about
unification in organization and a division of work. In manufacturing
strategic nuclear weapons, China has organized national defense technologi-
cal units, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, industrial departments, higher
learning institutions, and scientific and technological personnel in various
provinces, autonomous regions, and cities to bring their superiority into
full play, to carry out cooperation in work, and to make unified arrange-
ments for manufacturing assemblies, components, and materials. As a result,
we have made a series of technological breakthroughs in 20 years' time.

Practice over the past few years has proved that to do a good job in intro-
ducing foreign technology in a unified manner, the following aspects are
indispensable: First, we should make good preparations before introducing
foreign technology. The departments in charge should organize the special-
ists concerned or ask qualified, authoritative organs to make serious
examinations. Furthermore, they should also organize specialists or advisory
organs equipped with independent legal persons in various departments and
enterprises to take part in expounding plans for introducing foreign tech-
nology, to make a technological and economic analysis, and to carry out a
feasibility study. Second, it is necessary to organize research organs,
higher learning institutions, design departments, and enterprises to join
efforts in tackling difficult problems concerning key or large imported
projects. It is also necessary to combine the work of tackling key problems
with technological exploration and technical transformation. Third, it is
necessary to organize the units which introduce foreign technology, and
financial, machine-building, and material departments to solve the problem
of funds for importing foreign technology.

In short, under the common target of speeding up China's socialist moderniza-
tion, unification in planning, unification in coordination, and unification
in organization should be observed in introducing foreign technology. It is
necessary to break away from departmentalism, to carry out close cooperation,
and to avoid duplicated introduction of foreign technology. I hope that

we will make greater and healthier development in introducing foreign tech-
nology and, in particular, greater breakthroughs in assimilating and absorb-
ing foreign technology as well as in the field of exploring and creating

new things.
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THE WHOLE PARTY SHOULD ATTACH IMPORTANCE TO THE STUDY OF MARXIST THEORY
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 85 pp 10-15
[Commentator's article]

[Text] 1In his speech at the National Conference of Party Delegates, Comrade
Deng Xiaoping called on party cadres at all levels, particularly leading
cadres, to find some time in their busy schedules to study Marxist theory.
Why is it necessary to seriously raise this requirement? What role does the
study of theory play in doing a good job of leadership work? Given the new
historical conditions, how should we study in order to attain good results?
These problems should be conscientiously solved.

The Need To Study Theory Should Be Stressed

Marxism is the theoretical basis of the party's guiding thought and is a
powerful ideological weapon for understanding and transforming the world.
Our party has always regarded the study of Marxist theory as the bounden
duty of party members and a required course of action for the vast numbers
of cadres. In fact, since the rectification movement in Yanan, studying
theory has become a common practice or tradition in the whole party and has
been institutionalized to a certain extent. Why is it necessary to regard
the study of theory as a new requirement now? This is because in the new
historical period our party is confronted with the arduous task of leading
the four modernizations program and the comprehensive reform, so it has a
greater need for theoretical guidance than ever before. 1In terms of
theoretical preparedness and quality, our cadres contingent and the leading
bodies at all levels still fail to adapt themselves to, and are even quite
unworthy of, the tasks and duties facing them.

First, the vast numbers of party cadres have grown up under the influence of
Marxism, but many comrades have not systematically studied Marxist theory.
According to a 1982 sampling survey conducted in some provinces and cities,
about 18 percent of our cadres had a relatively systematic understanding of
the basic aspects of Marxism; 56 percent knew some; and 26 percent knew
basically nothing. That is to say, more than 80 percent of our cadres lacked
a relatively systematic understanding of the basic aspects of Marxism. 1In
recent years, with the gradual spread of cadre training work and theoretical
education, the above situation has improved to some extent, but there has not
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been a fundamental change. According to statistics, less than half of the
cadres have received systematic training in the basics of Marxism. Lacking
basic theoretical mastery on the part of cadres will certainly affect their
understanding and conscious implementation of the party's line, principles,
and policies.

Second, after two readjustments in recent years, the average age of the
members of the leading bodies at and above the county level has dropped to
some extent and their educational backgrounds and professional knowledge
have improved considerably. A large number of outstanding cadres in the
prime of life now fill leading posts at various levels, bringing vigor and
vitality to leading bodies at various levels. These young and middle-aged
cadres enjoy a distinct advantage in energy, educational background, and
professional knowledge, and some have a fairly high theoretical level.
Taken as a whole, however, young and middle-aged cadres are still poor in
theoretical mastery. Some of them have studied science, engineering,
agronomy, medicine, or other specialized subjects at school. Although they
have studied the basic aspects of Marxism, they do not have a solid founda-
tion in it. After graduation they are chiefly engaged in such fields of
endeavor as science and technology. They attach importance to the study of
professional knowledge, but more often than not they fail to continue study-
ing Marxist theory penetratingly. Most of the young and middle-aged cadres
started working after 1957. In this period, due to the influence of the
"leftist" guiding ideology, especially the launching of the "Great Cultural
Revolution," not only was systematic education in Marxist theory seriously
weakened but the question of right and wrong in theoretical terms was also
thrown into chaos. The youths who were between 20 and 30 years of age at
that time could not but be affected by this trend of thought because their
world outlook was just taking shape. By setting things to rights following
the 3d Plenary Session of the 1lth CPC Central Committee, the cadres have
acquired a much better understanding of Marxism-Leninism. But the influence
of "leftist" ideology has not been thoroughly eradicated among some cadres.

Third, since the 3d Plenary Session of the 1lth CPC Central Committee, with
the switch in the focus of the work of the whole party and the unfolding of
the modernization program, a large number of cadres have increasingly
realized the urgent need to study professional knowledge and management
expertise and displayed great enthusiasm and initiative in this respect.
This is a good thing which we should both support and encourage. However,
as a ''penalty" for the previous practice of "taking class struggle as the
key link," "giving prominence to politics,” and studying in a dogmatic way,
some cadres do not have great enthusiasm or interest in studying Marxist
theory. This will inevitably affect the improvement of their ideological
and theoretical levels. To adapt ourselves to the needs of socialist
modernization in the new period and to meet the challenge of a new worldwide
technological revolution, we must attach importance to the study of profes-
sional knowledge and management expertise and make vigorous efforts to raise
our professional levels. However, this should not be achieved by weakening
or even abolishing theoretical studies. Although the professional compe-
tence of cadres should be further enhanced, it is more necessary to promote
their understanding of theory. This makes it even more necessary to
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correctly handle the relationship between the study of professional knowledge
and Marxist theory by combining one with the other and allowing them to bring
out the best in each other. Practical conditions show that some comrades have
not been able to correctly handle the relationship between the two aspects,
displaying more or less the tendency of looking down upon theoretical studies.
This has largely contributed to the ideological confusion about some issues

at the moment.

Fourth, we are now building socialism with Chinese characteristics, pursuing
a policy of opening to the outside world and invigorating the domestic
economy, and carrying out a comprehensive reform. This makes it necessary
for us to explore answers to the new problems in line with the fundamental
tenets and methods of Marxism and the constantly changing reality. For
example, what should we do in order to gain a correct understanding of the
planned commodity economy? What are the common grounds and the fundamental
differences between a socialist commodity economy and a capitalist one? How
should we handle the relationship between micro-flexibility and macro-
control? What should we do in order to open to the outside world and to
resist the corrosion of decadent bourgeois ideas? How can we do a good job
in operations and management? All these are "mew realities." In the face
of these "new realities," it will be difficult for us to find the correct
answers if we do not study Marxist theory hard and if we are not good at
thinking in theoretical terms. We can read the works of the Western bour-
geoisie and learn and make use of their operations and management experi-
ence. The problem is, lacking an understanding of Marxist world outlook and
methodology, some comrades fail to make a concrete analysis of the concrete
problems and in many cases to distinguish between the essence and the dross
and between advanced methods of operations and management reflecting modern
production laws and what is suited only to the capitalist system. Conse-
quently, they indiscriminately copy such decadent and backward methods and
styles of management as "sending money wrapped in red paper," "issuing
lottery tickets," and engaging in speculation. In developing the commodity
economy, some other comrades have developed the idea of money worship, put
money first in everything, and even engaged in illegal activities in pursuit
of personal gain. To ensure the smooth progress of the four modernizations
program and the reform and to effect a fundamental change for the better in
party work style and the general standards of social conduct, it is neces-
sary to attach great importance to and to effectively step up the building
of socialist spiritual civilization and to strengthen the ideological and
political work of the party. The key lies in arming our cadres with
Marxist theory.

Fifth, our party has more than a million veteran cadres who concentratedly
embody the rich experience and the fine traditions of the party. Although
some of these comrades have withdrawn or will withdraw to the second line,

have retired or will retire, many comrades are still key leaders on various
fronts. These comrades, whether in or out of office, have the heavy respon-
sibility of passing on experience, giving help, and setting an example to the
young and middle-aged cadres and are confronted with the problem of carrying
forward the fine traditions and maintaining their revolutionary integrity in
their later years. By and large, they have given a good account of themselves.
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However, there are also a small number of comrades whose sense of the party
has been blunted. Some of them have even taken advantage of their position
to seek private gain and followed unhealthy trends. Naturally, there are
many reasons for this. However, the fact that they have relaxed theoretical
studies and neglected ideological cultivation over the years has something
to do with this. Therefore, the requirement of studying Marxist theory "is
suitable to both the new and old cadres."

The above points show that it is quite necessary to step up the study of the
basic Marxist theory throughout the party.

Only by Studying Theory Can We Acquire a Stronger Sense of Adhering to
Principles in Work, a Systematic Approach, Foresight, and Creativity

Some comrades do not attach great importance to the study of theory chiefly
because they lack an ample, profound, and thorough understanding of its great
significance. Comrade Deng Xiaoping recently pointed out that by studying
Marxist theory we can "acquire a stronger sense of adhering to principles in
work, a systematic approach, foresight, and creativity." He scientifically
summarized the great significance of studying Marxist theory to carrying out
leadership work in four points which we should grasp conscientiously.

By a strong sense of adhering to principles, we mean that in observing and
handling problems we should have scientific criteria, and that in destroying
the old, establishing the new, and forging ahead, we should adhere to a
correct orientation and hold fast to it under all circumstances. For example,
as the basis for all our policies and the foundation of our state, the four
basic principles must be upheld and not forsaken in all our work. This
precisely demonstrates a strong sense of adhering to principles. The
"Principles Guiding Inner-Party Political Life" are also an important code
of the party. They lay down the guide to action for all party members and
point the way forward. All party members should strictly observe them. This
also demonstrates a strong sense of adhering to principle. Why do we say
that by studying theory we can acquire a stronger sense of adhering to
principles? This is because only by studying theory can we see through the
appearance to get at the essence and grasp the objective laws governing
things. That is to say, knowing both the how and the why, we can place our
ideas and deeds on a solid foundation. Otherwise, in complex struggle,
particularly when attacked by erroneous trends of thought, we are prone to
vacillate, go with the stream, and lose our bearings. We have drawn quite a
few lessons in this respect. Naturally, a strong sense of adhering to prin-
ciples does not exclude flexibility, for they complement each other. For
example, upholding the leading position of the system of public ownership
means that we permit the development of various economic forms including the
individual economy for their development. In the final analysis, this is
aimed at developing the productive forces and consolidating socialist public
ownership. We uphold the principle of common prosperity. However, we
encourage some people to become better off earlier so that they can help
those who are still poor. Therefore, this will not lead to polarization.

In the course of implementing the party's principles and policies, we often
come across the question of handling the relationship between a strong sense
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of adhering to principles and flexibility. To handle this relationship well,
that is, to retain flexibility while adhering to principles and to refrain
from departing from principles while paying attention to flexibility, it is
essential to raise our theoretical level,

By a systematic approach we mean that leading cadres should be good at analyzing
problems in an all-round way in line with the internal contradictions,
mutual relations, and developmental laws of things and at carrying out our
work in an orderly manner. In practical work, the problems we often come
across, such as the relationships between the whole and the part, between
the principle and nonprinciple contradictions, and between macroeconomy and
microeconomy, reflect the systematic nature of things. In the national
economy, mutual relations and restrictions among production, circulation,
distribution, and consumption and a comprehensive balance in state finance,
credits, materials, and foreign exchange also demonstrate the systematic
nature of things. Since things are systematic, we should pay close atten-
tion to acquiring a systematic approach in our work. People are apt to
think of systematology at the mention of systematic approach. A basic idea
of systematology is that we should regard the object of study as a system
and consider the problem as a whole. It has provided an effective method
for modern scientific management which we should study and make use of.
However, systematology cannot take the place of Marxist philosophy. When we
apply systematology in practical work, we should take Marxist philosophy as a
guide. As the richest and the most profound and comprehensive theory of
development, Marxist philosophy attaches the greatest importance to
analyzing the internal contradictions, mutual relations, and developmental
laws of things. Even (Bettalongfel) [bei ta lang fei 6296 1044 2597 5481},
the founder of systematology, also admitted that the idea of systematology
partly originated from the dialectics of Marx and Engels. In order to
acquire a systematic approach in carrying out our work, to overcome the
defects of observing and handling problems in an isolated and one-sided
manner, and to avoid chaos arising from the practice of taking defensive
stop—-gap measures and of doing things in the wrong order of importance and
urgency, it is most essential to study Marxist theory.

By foresight we mean that we can assess developmental trends and anticipate
the possible results by analyzing the past and present conditions of objec-
tive things, particularly by studying the laws governing the motion of
things. "The halo of the moon heralds the rising winds and the moisture on
a plinth indicates the coming rain'"; soil erosion will occur if vegetation
is destroyed; and prices will go up if excessive currency is issued. There
is a process in the development of a thing, and its trends and results can
be anticipated. Given increasingly modern social production, close social
links, and complex, changing social life, it is more Important to acquire
foresight and to avoid acting blindly. The development of modern science
and technology has provided modern ways and means to assess developmental
trends and to anticipate future circumstances. We should study and master
them. However, if a leader wants to be really farsighted and to have the
ability to see how things will develop from an overall point of view and
from small clues, he must first and foremost rely on the guidance of Marxist
theory. This is because Marxism has not only brought to light the general
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laws governing the development of society, but also provided us with correct
methods to conduct investigations and studies and to analyze the movement of
opposites as well as their changes and development. This has great guiding
significance in helping us acquire foresight and this cannot be replaced by
the ways and means of predicting the future provided by modern science and
technology.

By creativity, we primarily mean that leading cadres should be good at studying
the new situation, solving new problems, summing up new experiences, and open-—
ing up a new situation. In the practice of building socialism with Chinese
characteristics, they should be bold in conducting experiments, be keen on
carrying out reform, and constantly open up the way forward. Creativity is
valuable at all times, particularly in the modernization drive and reform.
To acquire creativity, we must understand both theory and practice. Without
the guidance of theory we shall become rash people acting blindly or people
bogged down in routine matters. Without integrating theory with practice we
shall become armchair politicians and dogmatists. In both cases there will
be no creativity. Studying theory can bring into play one's creativity
because Marxism is a scientific world outlook and methodology. It has
opened up the way for us to understand truth and taught us how to further
discover and develop truth in the course of understanding and transforming
the world. It is essentially revolutionary and critical and is a weapon
with which the proletariat overthrows the old world and establishes the new
society. 1In building socialism with Chinese characteristics, we can draw
creative strength only from Marxist theory and not from other doctrines.
Some people hold that Marxism will stifle creativity. This is a misconcep-
tion. Naturally, creativity is out of the question if we view Marxism as
rigid dogma. However, as Comrade Deng Xiaoping put it: "Marxist theory is
not dogma, but a guide to action. It calls on people to proceed from its
basic principles and methodology and apply them to changing conditions to
devise solutions to new problems. By this process, Marxist theory itself
will be further developed." The problem now is that some comrades have not
eradicated dogmatist habits and that a larger number of comrades are so
bogged down in routine matters that they neglect the study of theory.
Therefore, they fail to integrate theory with practice and lack creativity
in their work. This is precisely a problem that should be solved in study-
ing theory.

The Important Point Is To Grasp and Apply Marxist Stands, Viewpoints, and
Methods

Viewed from the circumstances under which our cadres have studied theory in
the past few years, the question of how to study theory has not been com-
pletely solved among some comrades.

Through the rectification movement in Yanan, our party originally solved the
question of how to study Marxist theory, namely, grasping and applying Marxist
stands, viewpoints, and methods to solve theoretical and tactical problems in
the Chinese revolution. It was precisely because we had solved this problem
that the theoretical level of the whole party was raised tremendously, ensur-
ing victory in the Chinese revolution. It was a pity that this good style of
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study was obstructed by "leftist" guiding thought in the late 1950's and was
again seriously disrupted by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" during the
"Great Cultural Revolution." Not only were the youths at that time adversely
affected, but its pernicious influence among a sizable number of cadres was
also very deep. Since the 3d Plenary Session of the 1lth CPC Central Com—
mittee our party has attained notable results by setting things right and
restoring and carrying forward the good study style of integrating theory
with practice. In the new historical period, however, integrating Marxist
theory with existing reality is a new subject for new and old cadres alike.
Adopting a dogmatic approach toward Marxism has never been useful. This is
even more true today. We shall only go astray if we attempt to depart from
Marxism and look for another way out. The correct attitude is to unswervingly
adhere to basic Marxist theory, to strive to explore new methods of inte-
grating theory with practice, and to enrich and develop Marxism in the course
of integrating them.

The CPC Central Committee has done precisely this since the 3d Plenary
Session of the 1lth CPC Central Committee. Our party has summed up histori-
cal experience, both positive and negative, expounded a series of important
theoretical concepts, adopted many strategic decisions of overall importance,
and formulated a whole set of correct principles and policies. All these
represent a creative application of Marxist stands, viewpoints, and methods.
In studying theory, we must concentrate our efforts on grasping Marxist
stands, viewpoints, and methods as the CPC Central Committee has done.

In the "Communist Party Manifesto," Marx and Engels made known for the first
time the political stand of communists, which can be summed up as follows:
Always persist in working for the interests of the proletariat and the over-
whelming majority of the people in society, always represent the interests

of the communist movement as a whole, and simultaneously hold on to the

future of the movement in the struggle to achieve immediate objectives.

This basic stand has been consistently expressed in Marxist theory. In
studying theory we should first adopt this correct stand. Since the 3d
Plenary Session of the 1lth CPC Central Committee, our party has stressed

that the four basic principles are the basis of all our policies, that we are
now engaged in the socialist modernization program with the ultimate

objective of realizing communism, and that our reform is aimed at building
socialism with Chinese characteristics and making the country rich and power-
ful and the people prosperous.  All this reflects a correct Marxist stand. In
the past, under the influence of "leftist" thought, it was wrong to indulge in
the "philosophy of struggle" and to take a "stand" indiscriminately. However,
it is still necessary to uphold a correct stand. Otherwise, we shall go
astray.

Marxist philosophy, political economics, and scientific socialism provide us
with correct ways to observe society, history, and nature and to study modes
of thought. They still serve as our guide in understanding and transforming
the world. We must study and master them. Since the 3d Plenary Session of
the 11th CPC Central Committee, our party has pointed out that the most
fundamental task in the socialist period 1s to develop the productive forces,
that achieving the four modernizations inevitably calls for numerous changes
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in the relations of production and the superstructure which are not suited to
the development of the productive forces, as well as in modes of management,
activity, and thought which are not suited to the new situation; that it is
necessary to step up the building of socialist spiritual civilization center-
ing on communist ideas in the course of building material civilization; that
intellectuals are a component of the working class; and more. All these are
basic Marxist principles as applied in the new historical period. It can be
said that without the basic Marxist principles, it would be impossible for

us to correctly solve the economic, political, cultural, and other problems
facing us. Although the Marxist ideological system, consisting of
philosophy, political economics, and scientific socialism, came into being
100 years ago and although some of its conclusions are inapplicable today,
its fundamental tenets or principles are still true and are not outdated.

Engels pointed out: "Marx' world outlook as a whole is not a religious doc-
trine but methods." ("Complete Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 39, p 406)
That is to say, the vitality of Marxism lies in the fact that it not only
provided correct answers to numerous problems at that time but also scien-
tific methodology to analyze and solve new problems. Since the 3d Plenary
Session of the 1lth CPC Central Committee, our party has reaffirmed the
jdeological line of seeking truth from facts, correctly assessed Comrade Mao
Zedong's place in history, and successfully formulated a series of prin-
ciples and policies. All this is inseparable from the application of this
scientific methodology. We make numerous errors in our practical work

often because we go against materialist dialectics. Although the develop-
ment of modern science and technology has provided us with various specific
methods and skills to understand things, materialist dialectics is still our
most scientific tool. We shall be attending to insignificant matters to the
neglect of essentials if we are keen on mastering some specific methods and
skills to the neglect of studying materialist dialectics.

We can thus see that in studying Marxism the most important thing is to
master and apply its stands, viewpoints, and methods and not to recite some
of its terms or ready conclusions. It should be noted that we should not
indiscriminately copy specific Marxist conclusions. Even the fundamental
tenets of Marxism should be constantly developed along with the times. This
is because Marxism is a branch of science which should not remain stagnant.
For example, Marx and Engels pointed out that a socialist society should
practice a planned economy based on public ownership of the means of produc-
tion. This basic concept is still correct today. However, they did not
foresee that there would also be a commodity economy in a socialist society.
Now, in light of the new experience gained in practice, we have put forward
the concept that the socialist economy is a planned commodity economy based
on the system of public ownership, thus upholding and developing the funda-
mental tenets of Marxism. Some comrades hold that classical Marxist works
cannot solve some new problems. If they mean that the classical works
should provide us with ready answers to the problems, this is naturally
impossible. However, if they refer to the application of Marxist stands,
viewpoints, and methods, we should say that the classical works can help us
solve the new problems. Many comrades have not read enough classical Marxist
works. To familiarize ourselves with Marxist theory, we should choose some
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classical Marxist works and read them in a planned way. It is all the more
necessary for us to conscientiously study the works of Comrade Mao Zedong
and other proletarian revolutionaries of the older generation and the impor-
tant documents released since the 3d Plenary Session of the 11lth CPC Central
Committee because they are the outcome of integrating Marxist theory with
China's reality and are Marxism as applied in China.

In order to grasp Marxist stands, viewpoints, and methods and to integrate
theory with practice, we must eliminate the influence of two erroneous ten—
dencies. One is the influence of dogmatism characterized by being satisfied
with reciting Marxist theoretical terms and ready conclusions. The other is
the influence of bourgeois liberalism characterized by the idea that since
Marxist theory is outdated, it has lost its guiding significance. . Though
going to extremes, both ideas have common ground, namely, they fail to
differentiate between the general principles of Marxism and the conclusions
for solving some specific problems. The general principles of Marxism
reflect an understanding of the laws governing the objective world, while
the conclusions for solving specific problems are a specific application of
the general principles and they change with prevailing historical conditions.
In his article "Our Program," Lenin pointed out that Marxist theory provided
"general guiding principles." He also stressed: '"These principles, in
particular, are applied differently in England than in France, differently
in France than in Germany, and differently in Germany than in Russia."
("Selected Works of Lenin," Vol 1, p 203) Taking Marxist theory as some-
thing unalterable, sacred, and inviolable, the comrades affected by dogma~
tism always mechanically apply certain specific conclusions of Marxism in
solving current practical problems. This naturally gets them nowhere.

The comrades affected by liberalism, however, often doubt the correctness

of the fundamental tenets of Marxism because the specific conclusions are
inapplicable today. 1In an effort to enhance the consciousness of all party
cadres in studying theory so as to attain good results in studies, it is
imperative to eliminate the influence of these two erroneous tendencies.
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SOME QUESTIONS IN CURRENT LITERARY WORK
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 24, 16 Dec 85 pp 16-19
[Article by Wang Meng [3769 5536]]

[Text] Uphold Creative Freedom, Strengthen Writers' Sense of Responsibility
to Society

From the end of last year to the beginning of this year, we convened the
Fourth National Writers' Congress. Comrade Hu Qili delivered a congratula-
tory speech to the meeting on behalf of the CPC Central Secretariat. He
reiterated the issues concerning writers' creative freedom and social
responsibilities and emphasized that writers should bring their works into
line with the advances of our times and our society and should realize the
importance of their social responsibilities. '"Creative freedom" was not
something that came into being after the Fourth Writers' Congress. This
concept can be found in classical Marxist works, in the principle of
"letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend"
put forward by Comrade Mao Zedong, and in Comrade Deng Xiaoping's congratu-
latory speech to the Fourth National Writers and Artists' Congress. The
Constitution of our country also prescribes that one of the citizens' basic
rights that must be safeguarded is the freedom of literary and artistic
creation. Even so, the Fourth Writers' Congress still solemnly reiterated
creative freedom, because this is still of great significance.

The reiteration of creative freedom was not accidental. Instead, this prin-
ciple was formed on the basis of summing up our party's positive and negative
experience in leading the literature and art movements over many years, on

the basis of studying the character and conditions of socialist society and
the existing conditions and developmental tendency of our literature, and

on the general rules governing literary and artistic creation. This principle
represents an objective law in this field. Literary and artistic creation is
a type of mental work. It is a special form of creative work which is filled
with the characteristics of individual writers. People can duplicate literary
works according to administrative orders, but can never produce good works in
light of such orders. We can say that freedom is always a sister of creation
and is a necessary precondition for creation. Only under free circumstances
and conditions can people successfully express the things in their minds and
display their wisdom and pursue and create varied and original mental products
of high quality one after another.




0f course, "creative freedom" was not the only thing conveyed in the congra-
tulatory speech and in the spirit of the Fourth National Writers' Congress.
While emphasizing creative freedom, the speech and the meeting also called
on writers to study Marxist theory, establish a scientific, progressive, and
revolutionary world outlook, plunge into the fiery struggles of the people,
gain a better understanding of the fundamental interests of the party's
cause and the objective laws that govern historical development, and create
better works by cherishing a stronger sense of responsibility to our society.
That is to say, writers' creative freedom should be linked with our lofty
revolutionary ideals, with our historical mission, and with our social
responsibilities. Our freedom is not a kind of individualist and "laissez-
faire" freedom. We have to follow some common rules in our society and
should consciously link our free and individual creations and our personal
pursuits with the interests of the whole country and the whole nation and
with our responsibilities for reinvigorating China and building China into a
modern and powerful socialist country. Only thus can our individual crea-
tions carry far-reaching social and historical significance and can we link
our personal feelings and careers with the pulse of our times and with the
general feelings of the people and can we raise the realm of our thought to
a higher level and thus positively influence the mental sphere of our
readers.

We should realize that the creative freedom we are to safeguard is creative
freedom with a socialist character. This creative freedom is now under the
protection of our Constitution. History has proved that the establishment,
development, and improvement of the socialist system in our country provides
the conditions for true creative freedom. At the same time, we must firmly
adhere to the orientation represented by the four basic principles stipu-
lated by the Constitution. Only by adhering to the socialist orientation
can we guarantee and develop creative freedom, and only with free creation
can writers' intelligence and wisdom be brought into full play and their
mental potential be fully tapped so as to cultivate richer, more brilliant,
and more elegant flowers in the socialist garden of literature and art that
have never been seen in previous historical periods.

On the Phenomena in Literature at Present: Enlivenment and Differences of
Opinions

Over the past year there has been an unprecedentedly brisk situation in our
country's literature circles. Many theoretical workers and critics, particu-
larly young ones, have put forth many new questions, concepts, and methods.
For example, there are questions related to the expansion of the scope of
thought, the role of the subjects of literary creation, national cultural
consciousness, methods of criticism, and the integrated research into the
"literature of the 20th century." All the people have aired their views
freely and conducted discussions on and research into these questions with
great interest. We can say that never have their minds been so enlivened as
now. In the field of literary creation, a number of writers have closely
followed the trends of the times, gone deep into our cities, rural areas,
and among our troops, and strived to reflect the historical process of the
reform and the changes and developments in people's lives, experiences,
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mental attitudes, and concept of morality in the new historical period. Their
works have moved and inspired people and roused them to think deeply. In the
sphere of novel writing, we have scored heartening achievements in probing
into new forms and seeking to more profoundly display our national mentality.
Our reportage has always played the role of a '"wvanguard of literature." Our
reform, opening up to the outside world, party rectification, four moderniza-
tions, special economic zones, communications and transportation, national
defense front, national defense construction, self-study activities to

become talented people, and substitution of new cadres for elderly ones have
all found prompt expression in various kinds of new reportage. Our poems
have been greatly enriched and diversified.

At the same time, the different opinions on current literary phenomena have
also been very noteworthy. Widely diverse and even diametrically opposite
evaluations on a viewpoint or a literary work have perhaps occurred more
than at any time in the past. It is not strange to have so many differences
of opinion, for literary phenomena are complicated and differences of opinion
are likely to increase when people's minds are stimulated. Since the imple-
mentation of the policy of opening up to the outside world, various ideo-
logical trends, viewpoints, and words have come swarming into our country.
This has also caused differences of opinion to increase. The problem now is
that most of these differences of opinion remain discussed in private and
there have not been adequate public debates. Often, one trend or another is
in vogue for a period of time in our literary circles and thé differences in
opinion have not been able to be satisfactorily published. This is apt to
give rise to one-sidedness, blindness, and even wavering uncertainty in our
understanding of literature and art issues. It is detrimental to the
stability of our party's literature and art policies and the healthy
development of our literature and art undertakings. It also shows that we
still lack relatively brisk Marxist literary criticism. As a result, some
problems have not been promptly debated or clarified.

We must also see that the people in various circles in our community are on
the one hand satisfied with the current development of our literature, and

on the other dissatisfied with and even indignant at it. At present, there
are many works that reflect the reality, but the quality of these works is
not satisfactory enough. People hope that more inspirational and sound works
that can encourage and urge people to devote themselves to the four
modernizations program will emerge. Our writers certainly should not

ignore the demand. For example, it is the 40th anniversary of the victory

of the war against fascism, but we have written few decent works on this
theme. Should we not conscientiously consider this problem?

Latent differences of opinion and latent censure can greatly influence the
further development of our literature and show that there are certain latent
dangers.

Therefore, an important task confronting us at present is to unfold strict
literary criticism which is principled, even-handed, and conducted via
thorough democratic discussions. Literary criticism should not be hindered
by sparing others' sensibilities or vulgar flattery. It should not be done
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simply by guessing at the spirit of a leader's speech or waiting for some
instructions from the higher authorities; neither should it be done too
quicKly, be standardized, or be one-sided. We propose that literary

critics not be affected by the trends of the time. They should adopt the
attitude of developing socialist literature, which is broad and rich in
principle, and conduct literary criticism which seeks truth, is strict, aims
at helping those criticized, and is just and upright.

A Few Problems Worthy of Our Attention

At present, there are some phenomena worthy of our attention. First, there
is the so-called popular literature, which is essentially vulgar literature.
There is also a problem of the market atmosphere characterized by the blind
pursuit of money which affects serious and decent literary undertakings. Of
course, neither in theory nor in practice do we reject good .popular litera-
ture accepted by common readers, readers in the rural areas in particular.
In fact, we should attach importance to its development and improvement.

But the problem is that some tabloids, which can hardly be considered decent
"popular literature" and which are better considered rubbish, have suddenly
flooded the country, with very bad effects. These tabloids are run for
nothing but money. The stories they carry are sheer fabrication and are of
very low taste, and their contents are unhealthy. Fictional novels of the
martial arts have swept the market drastically, sweeping the publication and
circulation industries and endangering the development of "serious litera-
ture." Failure to solve those problems will make it impossible to do a
better job in building socialist spiritual civilization, because the readers
will fail to obtain genuine good quality spiritual food and the socialist
cultural market will be oppressed and even swallowed up by the market
atmosphere characterized by a blind pursuit of money.

Second, an argument has been spread recently which depreciates and somewhat
deliberately ridicules social values, the spirit of the times, realistic
topics, and even the significance of going deep into the realities of life
concerning literature. The crux of such an argument is to make artistic
value diametrically opposed to social value. It seems that for the sake of
artistic value, the social value of literature can be sacrificed. One may
not go deep into the realities of life, the spirit of the times can be dis-
posed of, and that the social effects of literary and artistic works can be
neglected for the sake of artistic value.

Sometimes there can be some value in the so-called pursuit of art for art's
sake, that is, artistic value accomplished with no social value; however,

it is very limited on the whole. Artistic value divorced from the historical
progress of society and the masses can only be very incomplete and often
makes people feel it lacks something. If the effects of artistic value are
overstressed, it will only weaken, narrow, and lower socialist literature to
appreciation on a minor scale, while socialist literature should be the
trumpet and monument of the times and the spiritual flame of the nation and
the people. A man of letters who is aiming high should remove narrow-
mindedness and link his own creative activities with the masses in their
struggle to create history and new life. Therefore, what we must do is
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still create literature in the interests of the people and social
progress.

Third, some works have weakened the popularization of patriotism and
revolutionary heroism as a result of the enthusiasm for describing abstract
human nature. Recently, some journals have vied to publish works express-
ing people's sexual instincts. True, some of them are serious and the
writers have included the purpose of exploring life and the human spirit
seriously in their writing. However, we cannot but point out that some
works are actually written to bait readers and to cater to the low taste
of some readers. They are very poor in style and some are even unreadable.
Our writers and editors have to take into consideration social effects and
the protection of the mental and physical well-being of readers who are
teenagers. A meticulous attitude must be adopted in publishing works in
this category in the future, and we should never cater to low taste.

The socialist nature of literature depends on its socialist ideological and
political tendentiousness, namely, its patriotic, collective, socialist, and
communist ideological tendentiousness. Socialist literature, first of all,
means that its tendentiousness is favorable and conducive to the material

and spiritual building of socialism. Of course, it does not mean that all
the detailed descriptions are biased and that all questions can be

raised to the higher plane of the principle of "tendentiousness." Gen-
erally speaking, we just cannot judge the tendentiousness of a certain writer
only in light of a single one of his works. However, viewing the situation as
a whole, negating the tendentiousness is groundless. In fact, negating ten-
dentiousness is a kind of indifferent tendency toward the socialist cause and
the people's interests. The question of educational significance is also the
same. Setting up prototypes through literary works might cause people to
become upset. However, at any age, who could deny the imstructive and
cultivating roles of literature and art? We are striving to cultivate our
people to become people with ideals, morals, knowledge, and discipline.
Certainly, the ideals of literary works are closely integrated with the
artistic enthusiasm and imagination of writers and the great practice of the
socialist modernization drive carried out now by the people of the whole
country. It is quite real rather than an abstract concept.

Paying close attention to the people, the