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HOW BEST TO REMEMBER MAO ZEDONG
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 1, 1 Jan 84 pp 2-4

[Article by Hu Yaobang]

[Text] Chinese people of all nationalities should remember 26 December
forever. It was on this day 90 years ago that our Comrade Mao Zedong was
born.

The 100-year period-~50 years before and 50 years after Comrade Mao Zedong
was born--witnessed dense dark clouds over China's skies, tempestuous
uproars across China's land, and the Chinese people's repeated fierce
struggles against their powerful enemies: imperialists from abroad and
feudalism at home. An era of great struggles is bound to produce outstand-
ing people and these outstanding people move history forward. Comrade Mao
Zedong was precisely the greatest and most outstanding person in our coun-
try over this period of more than 100 years.

Progressive people throughout the world had long been concerned with the
great struggles waged by the Chinese people. In 1857, when Marx and Engels
learned of the surging revolution of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom and the
Chinese people's tenacious struggles against foreigners' aggression, they
ebulliently predicted that still greater struggles would soon take place in
China which would enable people to witness the dawn of a new era for all of
Asia. When Lenin saw the spectacular upsurge of the Chinese revolution led
by Dr Sun Yat-sen, he enthusiastically praised in 1913: The new fountain
of super world storms is taking shape in Asia. He also held that storms in
Asia would have an impact on Europe.

Although the pioneers of the Chinese democratic revolution were unable to
change China's destiny, the predictions of the international Marxist teach-
ers were fulfilled. The Communist Party of China came into being in 1921.
Led by Comrade Mao Zedong and many other Marxist revolutionaries, the
Communist Party of China finally carried out the behests of the high-
minded patriots of modern Chinese history after 28 years of heroic, wave-
upon-wave struggle waged with a new ideology and a large scope unknown to
their predecessors.




The victory of the Chinese revolution was another leap in mankind's history
of revolution following the October Revolution in Russia. Because the
Chinese revolution took place in a country with about one-fourth of the
world's population, it exerted tremendous influence on the course of world
history. Not only did it finally end China's 2,000-year-old feudalist rule
and the 100-year oppression of China by the imperialists, but it also opened
up a road for the Chinese people to the communist society which will be
infinitely beautiful. The great victory of the Chinese revolution filled
Chinese people of all nationalities with exultance and struck a deep chord
in the hearts of oppressed people and nations as well as in the hearts of
progressive mankind.

No one could match Comrade Mao Zedong in terms of his position and role in
the Communist Party of China and in the Chinese revolution. He was one of
the founders of our party and the principal founder of the glorious Chinese
People's Liberation Army. He was the first to discover the correct road

of the Chinese revolution when it was in the most difficult predicament.

By constantly pooling the whole party's wisdom, he integrated the universal
truth of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chinese revolu-
tion, worked out a correct general strategy, and formulated step by step

a body of correct theories and policies. This is what we call Mao Zedong
Thought.

Not only is Mao Zedong Thought an ideological weapon that has led the
Chinese revolution from defeat to victory and from victory to victory, but
its stand, viewpoint, and methods of understanding.and transforming the
world serve as a guide for us to continue winning victories in our social-
ist revolution and construction. Comrade Mao Zedong's contributions are
immortal. Mao Zedong Thought will shine forever.

It was not accidental that Comrade Mao Zedong could accomplish such great
achievements. When he was still a young boy, he was determined to save the
country. After he became a young man and a Marxist, he dedicated himself
entirely to the Chinese people's liberation cause, for which he fought all
his life. Although burdened with pressing military duties during the pro-
tracted revolutionary war years, he worked diligently to investigate, study,
and think and never ceased his effort to learn from the people, the society,
and his predecessors.

While he studied as a student, he also taught as a teacher. He never
neglected the cultivation of a fine work style and a fine study style
within our party. Those who met him were astounded by his profound
knowledge and showed their admiration. His exceptional energy was
associated with his great revolutionary aspiration. This revolutionary
spirit of Comrade Mao Zedong's is always worth learning by us.

Comrade Mao Zedong's scientific thinking and revolutionary spirit cultivated
one generation after another of Chinese Marxists. We can say that all of
the backbone leaders at various levels in our party have been affected,
influenced, and tempered by his scientific thinking and revolutionary
spirit. I am also one of those who matured under his direct instructions.



I first saw his face and smiles in 1933, and I first listened to his kind
teaching face to face in 1936.

When I attended the Chinese People's Anti-Japanese Military and Political
College in 1937, he taught his philosophic works "On Practice" and "On
Contradictions" in my class. In the fall of that year, he recommended me

to be the secretary of the college's general party branch. He told me

that to make a success of the operation of the general party branch, it

was first necessary to have a good college journal. After he read the
first issue of the college journal, he criticized us for not writing
articles ourselves, and then he volunteered to write the article "Oppose
Liberalism," a renowned militant article denouncing liberal ideas. Here are
just some of my recollections about my association with him before I was 2l.
His earnest instructions and exhortations later were numerous. My experi-
ence is only one of the thousands of examples that show how he loved and
helped young party cadres. Our party has the future in its grip. When we
think of the continuity of our party's cause, all veteran cadres should act
as Comrade Mao Zedong did and take it as their important historical mission
to love and care for the young cadres and help them mature.

Like many other great figures in history, Comrade Mao Zedong made mistakes.
The serious mistakes he made in his later years put our party in a very
difficult situation for a time. How should we appraise the mistakes of
this prestigious and great leader who has just passed away? Some people
in the party, particularly some who were in leading positions then,
attempted to follow the wrong policies Comrade Mao Zedong had adopted in
his later years instead of trying to restore and develop the extremely
valuable legacy he left. Some well-intentioned .comrades maintained that
since they had followed Chairman Mao for several decades, their conscience
did not allow them to criticize him. Some worried that open exposure of
his mistakes would throw the party into confusion and cause a crisis of
confidence. A small number of people went to the other extreme, attempting
to write off in one stroke all the great contributions made by Comrade Mao
Zedong because of his errors in his later years and wanted to lead the:
party in the wrong direction.

But our party did not succumb to such interference. Our party soberly
realized that emotions should never replace revolutionary reason, and that
metaphysical methods are by no means the strict dialectical materialism
and historical materialism that we uphold.

Enlightened and patiently educated by the revolutionaries of the older
generation who are still living, our party comprehensively appraised
Comrade Mao Zedong and made a penetrating analysis of the reasons for his
successes and failures and the lessons to be drawn. After several years of
efforts to set things right, we have restored the original features of Mao
Zedong Thought and developed it in certain ways under new conditions. The
whole party, the whole army, and the people of all nationalities throughout
the country and all upright people around the world have come to see that
our state can stand the test of any storm and that there is no crisis in
our party; instead, it is full of vigor.




It is true that we still face many problems. Because of the vicious sabo-
-tage perpetrated by the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counterrevolutlonary

cliques on the strength of Comrade Mao Zedong's errors, our party's organism
has been seriously hurt and polluted with such filth and dust.

After basically accomplishing the task of putting things right, we have
decided in good time to conduct party rectification. It is precisely
intended to carry forward the fine traditions of our party, improve its
political life, heal the wounds that have not yet had time to heal, and
eliminate the filth and dust that have not yet had time to be eliminated.

All our theoretical workers, writers, and artists must treasure their
glorious responsibilities as "engineers of the soul" and work to develop
socialist culture and eliminate spiritual pollution and prevent its recur-

rence.

Ours is a big party with 40 million members. The people of the whole coun-
try are deeply concerned for a fundamental turn for the better in the work
style of our party which occupies the leading position in the state's
political life. Now that we have made careful and comprehensive arrange-
ments and have the support of the masses of people both inside and outside
the party, we are confident that after 3 years of party rectification our
party will be able to grow in still greater strength and vitality and lead
the country's 1 billion people toward the splendid goal set by the party's
12th congress.

The most arduous task now facing us is to build a strong and modernized
socialist country in line with China's conditions; that is, to build social-
ism with Chinese characteristics as Comrade Deng Xiaoping advocated. Some
comrades ask: Can we readily answer the question of what "socialism with
Chinese characteristics' means? We say: There are no preconceived, ready
answers and there cannot be such answers. What we do is to constantly
enhance our understanding through practice under the guidance of correct
theories. Just as Lenin said: Theory has to be vitalized, revised, and
tested in practice.

Others say: 1If there are no ready answers, let us follow a mode that exists
in other countries.  We say: This will not do. Conditions differ in dif-
ferent countries; socialism in each country inevitably has that country's
own characteristics. In a big country such as ours, which is also
economically and culturally weak, peculiar problems are unavoidable in
building socialism and it is necessary to take measures conforming to our
own conditions.

Comrades who believe in following a general socialist pattern or copying a
given model happen to have forgotten Lenin's famous saying: '"The more
forms, the better; the more forms, the richer the common experience and the
more probable and quicker the victory of socialism; the more forms there
are, the easier that practice will create--because only practice can
create--/still better/ [in boldface] forms and tactics of struggle." Prac-
tice is a great school. Let us carry forward in practice our revolutionary




style of being brave in probing and strive to scale new heights of
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought.

Comrade Mao Zedong's monumental contributions in finding a path through
difficulties over past decades will always be a source of admiration and
encouragement for us and inspire us in our courageous advance to accomplish
the cause he left unfinished. We must exert ourselves. :

CSO: 4004/61




THREE OF COMRADE CHEN YUN'S TALKS AND LETTERS ON PINGTAN--ARTICLES SELECTED
FROM THE BOOK 'COMRADE CHEN YUN'S TALKS AND CORRESPONDENCE ON PINGTAN'

Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 1, 1 Jan 84 pp 5-6

[Text] Take the Correct Road in Creating Talented People and Stories
(5 April 1981)1 '

As far as you are concerned, taking the correct road in creating talented
people and stories, and preserving and developing the art of pingtan [story-
telling and ballad singing in the Suzhou dialect] should be of primary
importance, and the issue of money should be of secondary importance.

Only by taking the correct road can the art of pingtan be preserved and
developed. It is necessary to use the decent art of pingtan to subdue
unhealthy tendencies and practices in art.

It is necessary to create talented people and stories. In creating
talented people, it is not exactly necessary to create more than 10
talented people at one stroke. It will be fine to create three to five
talented people at first, and then to increase the number and enhance the
level gradually. In the past, the majority of artists used to delve into
art in every way they could. It is essential to depend on our own concen-
tration of mind and energy while delving into art, because diligence
creates talent. At the same time, competition is also necessary.

New pingtan lyrics can be composed through the adaptation of novels, films,
and plays. I quite agree with the opinion of Qiu Xiaopeng2 that in compos-
ing from other works, stress should not be placed on the shu qing [2579
1906]3 alone, and it is also necessary to organize '"guan zi [7070 1311]."4
It is necessary to reorganize the original works and to arrange 'guan zi"
well. In order to organize '"guan zi" well, the plot of the original can

be changed round and modified if necessary. Only when the 'guan zi" is
organized well can a composition be attractive to people.

Composing new stories depends on artists with performing experience.
Young people should not be required to suit the pingtan; instead, the

pingtan should suit young people. In suiting young people, it is necessary
not to stop at accommodating them, and we should rather gradually enhance




their level. In the course of suiting young people, talented people can be
trained and good art can be created.

In composing new stories, artistic improvements should be made and the old
ruts should be got out of too. However, it is necessary to discard evil

paths and to take a correct road. Certainly, if there is something in the
evil paths that can be utilized, it can also be absorbed after transforma-

tion.

We should use correctly oriented art to subdue evil paths and to guide and
enhance the audience. It is necessary to maintain the main force and to
preserve and enhance the art of pingtan. Pingtan can be rejuvenated if we
take the correct road in creating talented people and stories.

Stren§then the Management of Pingtan Repertoire and Performance (16 August
1983)°

Pingtan is a main form of folk art, popular in the Jiangsu, Zhejiang, and
Shanghai areas. In the course of the implementation of the party's policy
toward literature and art, a few years ago some artists started to pursue

a different trend. The main manifestation of such a trend can be seen from
their repertoire and performance, which pander to the low tastes of some
audiences simply to seek a greater box office. Although the management of
the performances has been strengthened recently, the problem has not been
fundamentally solved. Presently many units have set up pingtan theaters.

In addition to cultural departments, they are run by trade unions, neighbor-
hoods, teahouses, supply and marketing cooperatives, rural communes, pro-
duction brigades, or individuals. The industrial and commercial administra-
tion is responsible for issuing the license, and the finance and commerce
departments are responsible for collecting the taxes and profits from the
theaters. Neither has a special interest in the content of the performances.
Therefore, it is not sufficient to rely solely on cultural departments to
thoroughly rectify the unhealthy practices in the pingtan repertoire and
performances. The provincial and municipal CPC committees of Jiangsu,
Zhejiang, and Shanghai must take charge of this problem. They may first
call a meeting, attended by people from various circles, to formulate
regulations for managing the theater, stipulating what type of repertoire
should be banned and what the punishment should be if it is performed.

They should then dispatch inspectors at random and punish anyone violating
the regulations. I am convinced that the evil trend can be stopped if
efforts to tackle the problem are continued for a couple of years.

I request the secretariat to transmit the aforesaid suggestion and the two
attached items to the Shanghai Municipal and the Zhejiang and Jiangsu
Provincial CPC Committees.

Performers Should Pay Attention To Enhancing Theéir Ideological and Political
Level (22 June 1977)6

It is necessary to educate the pingtan artists frequently. In order to tell
new stories well, it is essential for the artists to read newspapers and the



CANKAO ZILTIAO [REFERENCE NEWS], so that they can understand the major events
of the state and the world situation.

Can they read and understand the contents of the newspapers? Reading news-
papers can enhance the ideological and political level. 1In addition, it
has something to do with the enhancement of their professional level.
Newspaper reading should be encouraged.

It is necessary to encourage conscious study. The leadership of the pingtan
troupe should grasp the work of studies. Studies should be consistent.

The ideological level cannot possibly be even for all persons, and it is
unrealistic to ask for evenness in this respect. However, studies should be
encouraged. Otherwise, if they do not understand the general situation, it
will be impossible for them to tell new stories well. Some outstanding
persons in studies should be set up and commended. The leadership should
pay attention to this question.

All the pingtan artists should study Chairman Mao's "Talks at the Yenan
Forum on Literature and Art," and should also study some works of Marxism-
Leninism. 1In the period of the "Great Cultural Revolution," I devoted a
lot of time to reading books. Beginning from 20 July 1967, Qi Benyu and
his ilk did not let me read even the CANKAO XIAOXI [REFERENCE MATERIAL] and
REFERENCE NEWS. I said: Very well. Then I read 'Das Kapital" and the
original works of Marxism-Leninism. In this way I continued my self-study
for several years.

FOOTNOTES

1. This is a talk by Comrade Chen Yun to the responsible comrades of the
Shanghai pingtan troupe. :

2. Qiu Xiaopeng, pingtan writer, is working with the Suzhou City pingtan
troupe.

3. Shu qing means the plot of the story.

4. Guan zi means sharp contradictions or conflicts, or tense and vivid
parts of the plot in the story. To grasp guan zi and give a delicate
portrayal, without immediately betraying the end of the story, will
create a strong feeling of suspense among the audience. This process
is called "selling guan zi."

5. This is a letter written by Comrade Chen Yun to Comrade Hu Qili.

6. This is a talk by Comrade Chen Yun to some of the persons attending the-
Hangzhou pingtan forum after it was held.

CsSO: 4004/62




HOW PARTY MEMBERS SHOULD VIEW PARTY RECTIFICATION
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 1, 1 Jan 84 pp 7-11
[Commentator's article]

[Text] According to the circular issued by the Central Commission for
Guiding Party Rectification, the party rectification in the present stage
should place stress on studying relevant documents. All comrades should
correctly understand the spirit of the series of party rectification docu-
ments in a comprehensive way. Only thus can we fulfill all requirements
prescribed by the central authorities in its party rectification decision.
In the study of the present stage, it is first necessary to resolve the
question of what attitude Communist Party members, including party cadres,
especially those in leading posts at all levels, should take toward party
rectification. From now on, this question must be placed in an important
position in the whole course of party rectification.

Strengthen Party Spirit Through Party Rectification

Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out in his speech at the 2d Plenary Session
of the 12th CPC Central Committee: Party members against whom disciplinary
measures need to be taken only account for a very small percentage. These
include "people of three categories," those who have committed serious
economic crimes and other criminal offenses, those who have done serious
damage to the party's ties with the masses by seeking selfish interests and
abusing powers, and those who have long refused to maintain a uniform polit-
ical position with the central authorities, or who comply with the central
authorities in public but oppose them in private. All these people must be
weeded out and be dealt with seriously. However, for most party members,
party rectification represents a process of ideological education which
will help them strengthen party spirit. Through party rectification,
ideological, political, and moral progress must be made in the whole party;
the selfless spirit of all party members in serving the people must be
greatly enhanced; and the party's relations with the masses must be
improved. Party rectification should institutionalize criticism and self-
criticism in the inner-party political life. All party members, no matter
what posts they hold, must receive criticism and make self-criticism. We
must effect a fundamental turn for the better in the general practice of
the party and must consolidate party organizations through party rectifica-
tion.




In order to achieve the purposes and the expected results of party rectifi-
cation, all party members and cadres, including leading cadres, especially
high~ranking cadres, and all party organizations, including party groups,
branches, general branches, and committees, must examine themselves

against the requirements of the party constitution. No one should think
that self-examination should only be conducted by part of the party mem—
bers, while the others are naturally qualified and need not conduct self-
examination against the party constitution. In the course of party recti-
fication, all party members and organizations must work out their own

plans for enhancing their qualifications to the standards stipulated by the
party constitution and must pledge to realize these plans. Leading cadres
at all levels, in particular, must do so. The current party rectification
is being carried out from top to bottom. Whether party cadres, especially
those in leading posts, can take the lead in rectifying their practice and
ideology is vitally related to whether the party rectification can be
carried out smoothly and can achieve expected results. Leading cadres at
all levels, especially high-ranking cadres, should all the more strictly
observe the party constitution and the "Guiding Principles for Inner-Party
Political Life" and play an exemplary role. It is not true that only rank-
and-file party members should be subject to the party constitution; all
party members should be equal before the party comnstitution. No one in the
party is allowed to enjoy privileges and act in violation of the party
constitution. Stricter demands must be set on leading cadres, especially
high~ranking cadres.

Without solving the problems concerning the "people of three categories," it
is not possible to solve problems concerning other people, and party recti-
fication will get nowhere in the end. Thus, whether 'people of three cate-
gories' can be thoroughly weeded out serves as an important sign for success;
and whether party members, especially party cadres, can strengthen their
party spirit represents another important sign for success. If leading
cadres, especially high-ranking cadres, can really play an exemplary role,

it will be much easier to enhance the party spirit of most party members

and to achieve the fundamental turn for the better in the general practice
of the party, and the party will really become a firm core of leadership in

the socialist modernization cause.
Whether One Can Be a Qualified Party Member Depends on His Own Efforts

According to the "CPC Central Committee's Decision on Party Rectification,"
party rectification should fulfill four major tasks, namely, the achievement
of ideological unity, the rectification of the party's work style, the
strengthening of discipline, and the purification of party organizations.

In the latter period of the party rectification, all party members who meet
the requirements for party membership should register with party organiza-
tions, but those who do not meet the requirements should not be allowed to
register or their registration should be postponed. Some people should even
be expelled from the party. Party organizations should seriously observe
the attitude of each member in the self-examination and his performance in
the party rectification, seeing whether he really has enhanced his political
consciousness. It is a matter of course that all kinds of attitudes may

10




appear in the party rectification. For example, some people may think that
as leading cadres who have participated in the revolution for several
decades, they must be considered qualified party members and must be allowed
to register, so they will even refuse to make earnest self-criticism even
though they have committed mistakes and refuse to take part in activities of
party rectification and in the study of relevant documents. Some young
cadres may think that they are mere '"nobodies" and are not as important as
leading cadres who, as the central document points out, must play an
exemplary role and take the lead in party rectification. These are all
erroneous views. If one takes such an attitude from the beginning and
refuses to change it, he will not make any progress even if he participates
in study and discussions and he will just muddle through in party rectifica-
tion. A small number of people are even more incorrect in trying to follow
the practice of the '"Cultural Revolution" by directing the spearhead of
struggle at their superiors. It is for the purpose of securing success in
party rectification that we emphasize the exemplary role of leading cadres.
This is absolutely different from the malpractice of the Lin Biao and Jiang
Qing counterrevolutionary cliques which agitated the masses to direct the
spearhead of struggle at the leadership in an attempt to destroy the party.
It is possible that some people do not want other people to criticize their
mistakes and do not want to resolve their problems by opening their hearts
to the party. They attempt to muddle through in party rectification and
achieve the entitlement to register their party membership as "qualified
party members" in the end. This view is wrong, because it will do harm

to the party and those people themselves. Every party member must seriously
consider whether he still wants to be a member of the Communist Party and
whether he still hopes to be entitled to register as a party member. If he
still harbors a desire to be a member of the Communist Party, he should,
beginning from the stage of study, adopt an earnest attitude and honestly
fulfill each requirement in party rectification. It is our hope that all
party members will prove to be qualified. This requires party organiza-
tions at all levels to do a great deal of painstaking work. However,
whether one can be proved to be up to the standards for a party member
depends mainly on his own efforts. The organization should give patient
help and comrades should offer realistic and friendly criticism, but it is
the person himself who eventually determines whether he will accept this
help and criticism and whether he will correct his mistakes.

All members of the Communist Party must examine themselves against the party
constitution. They must measure their thinking and conduct against the
requirements provided for by the party constitution. The most important
provisions are the first four articles of Chapter 1. As for party cadres,
they should also examine themselves against the six’ . basic requirements

for party cadres. All party members must study and understand the party
constitution in a thoroughgoing way and find out their deficiencies through
earnest and careful self-examination and take action to correct these
shortcomings and mistakes so as to make themselves qualified members of

the Communist Party.
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Communist Party Members Must Resolutely Carry Out the Party's Decisions

It seems that everybody knows Article 1 of the party constitution, but many
party members fail to comply with this article. Although some comrades
expressed their willingness to accept the party's program and constitution
and their determination to carry out the party's decisions before they were
admitted into the party and in the first few years after being admitted into
the party, they have tended to forget their pledge as time elapses. This
problem also exists among some comrades of long-standing in the party,
because they have become excessively self-confident, considering themselves
to be rich in experience and superior in ability to exert leadership and as
long-tested veterans who have experienced hardship in the enemy's prisons
and on the battlefields. So they believe that they are always correct in
handling every affair and making each remark and seldom question whether
that which they have done, written, and said conforms to the party's pro-
gram and constitution. As Comrade Deng Xiaoping has said, some comrades
assume that they are even wiser than the party. Although some comrades in
the party do not deny the great progress we have made in our work since the
3d Plenary Session of the 1lth CPC Central Committee, their view on the
situation remains pessimistic. How can they really implement the party's

decisions?

Can people hold different opinions once the party makes its decisions? The
party constitution provides that opinions which differ from a decision made
by the party are allowed to be aired and reserved under the premise that the
decision must be resolutely implemented. Under the premise of carrying out
the decision in a resolute way, party members have the right to reserve
different opinions or present their views to higher party organizations up
to and including the party central leadership. However, some comrades do
not act in this way. They tend to voice their different opinions even on
public occasions but do not present them to relevant party organizations.
If they are not trying to put on a rival show against the central leader-
ship, then they must be just imprudent, irresponsible, and self-confident;
they simply neglect the need to adjust their words and deeds to the party's
decisions and to request instructions from party organizations and blindly
believe in the correctness of their own views. We must guard against this’
practice. Our comrades must always remember that we are not so smart that
every word and deed of ours will conform to the party's decisions. We
should earnestly examine ourselves and see whether we have done anything in
violation of the party's decisions in recent years and whether we have run
counter to Article 1 of the party constitution. If we have indeed done
something wrong, then we must make earnest self-criticism in party rectifi-
cation; otherwise, how can we say that we are serious toward party

rectification?

Establish a Firm Communist World Outlook

Article 2 of the party constitution says: Members of the Communist Party
are vanguard fighters of the working class imbued with communist conscious-

ness. They must serve the people wholeheartedly, dedicate their whole
lives to the realization of communism, and be ready to make any personal
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sacrifices. They are at all times ordinary members of the working people
and must not seek personal gain or privileges. In this regard, not only
comrades who joined the party not long ago but also veteran comrades of
long party standing must examine themselves and see whether they have met
these requirements.

For many reasons, particularly due to the adverse influence of the "Cultural
Revolution," our party's prestige among the people has been greatly damaged.
Some people have this or that grievance against the party, or even spread
the sentiment of distrusting socialism and the Communist Party. Under
these circumstances, should a communist be affected by this sentiment and
become dejected, or should he use his exemplary deeds to prove the
incorrectness of the above viewpoint and make necessary explanations among
the masses within his capacity in a reasonable and convincing way? When
confronted with some obviously hostile ideas, do party members carry out
necessary struggles in a courageous manner? Some comrades fail to do so,
and they are even influenced by the erroneous ideas. When hearing other
people arguing that the socialist system and the Communist Party are not
good, they also become doubtful about the socialist system and the Communist
Party and start to waver. The Communist Party always has been cursed by
some people, and this is no surprise. It is now being cursed and will con-
tinue to be cursed. Since it came into being, the Communist Party of China
has always been confronted with invectives by all kinds of people. Has the
Communist Party ever been overwhelmed by these invectives? No. There were
just over 50 members throughout the country when our party held its first
national congress, and the number was less than 200 during the second con-
gress, more than 400 during the third congress, and nearly 1,000 during the
fourth congress. When the fifth congress was held in Wuhan in 1927, there
were more than 50,000 party members throughout the country. After the

"12 April counterrevolutionary coup d'etat," the party was more severely
attacked, cursed, and suffered deaths at the hands of domestic and foreign
hostile forces. Under these circumstances, some people in the party became
disheartened and wavered. They gave up party membership or simply sur-
rendered to the enemy. However, numerous revolutionary martyrs of our party
remained steadfast no matter how the enemy cursed and persecuted them.
After the frustration, our party again grew stronger and stronger. From
1921 to 1949, our party underwent 28 years of arduous and extremely bitter
struggles. Including the later struggle to resist the U.S. invasion and
assist Korea, our party fought in wars for almost 30 years. If the members
of the Communist Party in those years had given up their belief and had
deserted once the enemy heaped abuse and exerted pressure on them, would we
have won what we have today? Why do some comrades now so easily waver when
hearing other people's cursing and why are they so timid, fearing to offend
their friends or other people? Some have even followed other people in
cursing. Can they be considered vanguard fighters? Are they still deter-
mined to devote their whole lives to communism? This problem also exists
in some veteran comrades, who did not yield to the enemy's knife but have
been defeated by "sugarcoated bullets."

Moreover, some elderly comrades are now only concerned about securing a
number of better houses for themselves and securing good jobs for their
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children. They think that they have contributed most of their lifetime to
the revolution and have made enormous sacrifices, so they are always anxious
to help their children enter a university or find a good job by making use
of their powers and influence before they retire from office. Thus, every
member of the Communist Party must use his concrete action to answer this
question: Did he join the party to make revolution or to climb to power?
Comrade Chen Yun posed this question to high-ranking cadres of our party
shortly after the founding of the People's Republic. In view of some prob-
lems in the party at that time, he sharply pointed out: Some people indeed
joined the party to make revolution at the beginning, but later they had
power and enjoyed privileges while making revolution. As time elapsed, they
had greater power and took higher rank, and then they indulged themselves
completely in enjoying privileges and simply banished revolution from their
minds. He also pointed out: Egoist ideas more or less exist among high-
ranking cadres and may swell if conditions are congruous. At present,

some of our comrades, even if they have not completely banished the party's
interests from their minds, have at the least indeed paid more attention to
their personal interests and paid less attention to the party's interests.
That is to say, their minds are imbued with selfish ideas and personal con-
siderations rather than a dedicated spirit. All party members should
examine themselves against Article 2 of the party constitution and see
whether positive or negative factors are increasing in their minds.

Article 3 in Chapter 1 of the party constitution stipulates that a member
of the Communist Party must fulfill eight major duties. One of them is to
subordinate one's personal interests to the interests of the party and the
people. Everyone should determine whether he has fulfilled this duty or not.
The theory of scientific socialism and the program of communists have never
denied or tried to deny the existence of personal interests. However, in
order to maintain the high fighting capacity of the vanguard of the prole-
tariat, people who join the party voluntarily must have the determination
and the political consciousness to subordinate their personal interests to
the interests of the party and the people, and must be ready to sacrifice
all their personal interests, including their lives, for the party if
necessary. In peacetime, party organizations and leading bodies can take
better care of the well-being of party members than in wartime. However,
party members should at no time and in no place put their personal interests
in the primary position. A qualified party member should gradually estab-
lish a communist world outlook in his mind, set right the relationship
between their personal interests and the interests of the party and the
people, adhere to the principle that the interests of the party and the
people stand above everything, and firmly oppose egoism of all descriptions.
Comrade Liu Shaoqi once exhorted us: As a communist, a revolutionary, we
should work wholeheartedly for the party, with our personal affairs being
taken care of by party organizations. We ourselves should not pay atten-
tion to our personal affairs. However, at present, many party members tend
to consider things in both aspects. While working for the party, they also
have a lot of personal considerations in their minds. Once they make some
achievements in their work, they ask for more rewards from the party. The
thinking of some party members is even more vulgar. They only keep their
personal gains and losses in mind and give no thought to the party's
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interests even though they sometimes do pay lip service to the party. In
this party rectification, we must thoroughly set to right our work style,
carry forward the revolutionary spirit of serving the people whole-
heartedly, correct various malpractices of seeking selfish interests by
making use of one's powers and functions, and set to right the relationship
between one's personal interests and the party's interests. If we fail to
settle this issue, the party rectification will get nowhere.

Respect Party Members' Rights Provided for by the Party Constitution, Oppose
Liberalism

Article 4, Chapter 1 of the party constitution provides for eight-point
rights for party members. However, some comrades cannot understand these
provisions in a comprehensive way. They are sensitive to the points where
their due rights are being injured or disregarded. Of course, party mem-
bers' rights prescribed by the party constitution must be safeguarded; and
if these rights are infringed upon, the victim should put forward appeal or
complaint to higher party organizations. All party members should bravely
fight against the practices of infringing upon party members' rights. Now,
the problem in question is that these people are less sensitive to the cases
in which others' rights are infringed upon or they themselves have infringed
upon others' rights, and they even take this for granted. This is obviously
incorrect. The correct attitude should be to cherish one's own rights and
also respect the rights of other people. For example, it is a party mem-
ber's duty to report the state of affairs, including matters concerning
other comrades, and present information and charges against any evildoers
inside the party to higher authorities of the party. In doing so, we must
be realistic; otherwise, we might infringe upon the rights of other party
members. We must not quote other people's remarks out of context to frame
up a case against other people by rigging up some incorrect viewpoints with
these garbled remarks. If we want to quote a point of view from other
people's statements, we must quote it completely rather than quoting one or
two separated phrases. We must do so even if the statement is rather long.
As we hope that our own rights will be respected, we should also respect
other party members' rights. At present, there is an abnormal phenomenon
in the party. Some people regard themselves as infallible even when they
are spreading erroneous viewpoints. Other comrades report this to party
organizations when hearing erroneous viewpoints. This is a responsible
attitude toward the party's cause and is also beneficial to those erring
comrades, because only thus can they be helped and educated by the party and
_correct their mistakes. However, those erring people hold a grudge against
other comrades who report their erroneous ideas to party organizations and
even trump up countercharges against them. This is absolutely wrong. The
practices of liberalism indeed remain in our party. In his essay "Combat
Liberalism," Comrade Mao Zedong enumerated 11 manifestations of liberalism.
In the current party rectification, every comrade should examine himself
against what Comrade Mao Zedong said and see whether he has committed
liberalism of any description and to what degree his mistake has developed.
At present, problems in this regard are rather serious. Some people, as
members of the Communist Party, do not report to party organizations and
governments when they are aware that some other people are conducting
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counterrevolutionary activities, and even participate in these activities.
The rampancy of criminal offenders can be attributed to many reasons, one
reason being that many Communist Party members fear to step forward bravely
to struggle against them. If all party members think that "each one just
sweeps the snow from his own doorstep and need not bother about the frost
on his neighbor's roof," the interests of the party and the state will
certainly be injured. If a party member does not take action to stop the
evildoers who are running rampant, how can he be regarded as a communist
with a brave and revolutionary character? ‘

It Is Necessary To Open One's Heart to the Party

Opening one's heart to the party means that all party members should be
faithful to the party and be one with the party. To really open one's

heart to the party, one must remove unnecessary misgivings in his mind.
During the "antirightists" struggle in 1957, some party members did not say
or write anything on public occasions, and just confessed some incorrect
ideas in their minds to the party; these comrades were labeled as "rightists"
and their ideological problems were treated as political problems of an
alien and hostile character because some party organizations followed the
"eftist" guideline when handling their members' confessions. Obviously,
this practice was completely wrong. The CPC Central Committee has made a
correct conclusion over the mistakes during the antirightists struggle.
However, some comrades still harbor:misgivings. They question: If we con-
fess to the party about those ideas which nobody is aware of, will we be
attacked? Will we be treated as in 19577 These misgivings are completely
unnecessary. This is because the present party central leadership is com-
pletely different from that during the "Cultural Revolution' and is more
mature than that before the "Cultural Revolution." The central leadership
has learned lessons from both positive and negative experiences. Some well-
intentioned people are worried over whether we will act again as in the
"Cultural Revolution" when carrying out the current party rectification and
elimination of spiritual pollution. The party Central Committee has paid
attention to this question. Apart from the correct leadership of the
Central Committee and the correct line, principles, and policies, there are
two guarantees that this will not happen. First, as a result of several
setbacks, the party and people are now better able to draw distinctions and
are politically more mature; the masses would totally fail to understand
you if you again called for "rebellion." If even one unit, let alone the
whole party, acted in the fashion of the "Cultural Revolution" in rectifying
the party and eliminating spiritual pollution, it is certain that not many
people would agree to such a thing. The people's political maturity is a
very important point. Second, the majority of the leading cadres at all
levels suffered during the "Cultural Revolution,'" and tasted the bitterness
of it; they now have experience. They will certainly not permit or pursue
again the methods of the "Cultural Revolution." Therefore, if party members
lay bare their innermost thoughts and show their faithfulness to the party,
they will be commended rather than being attacked. At present, our party
Central Committee is exercising correct leadership, and our party is growing
stronger and stronger. Since we have devoted our all to the communist cause
and are living in such a great revolutionary collective which is struggling
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for its great ideal, can there be any relations more intimate than our com-
radely relations inside the party? Can there be anything that we should
hold back from the party? If a party member does not open his heart to the
party and does not confess the problems in his mind that he has not men-
tioned before to the party, he cannot be considered faithful to the party,
and he is not at one with the party, nor can he be considered having
enhanced his political consciousness through party rectification.

In short, every member of the Communist Party must treat the current party
rectification in an attitude complying with the requirements for party
members provided for by the party constitution. So long as we act in this
way, we surely will achieve success in the party rectification and will
never repeat previous mistakes, and not render the party rectification

resultless.

CSO: 4004/61
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ON THE PATH OF SEIZING STATE POWER BY ARMED FORCE WITH CHINESE
CHARACTERISTICS--IN COMMEMORATION OF COMRADE MAO ZEDONG'S 90TH BIRTHDAY

Beijing RED'FLAG in Chinese No 1, 1 Jan 84 pp 12-18
[Article by Miao Chuhuang [4924 2806 7806]]

[Text] Comrade Mao Zedong's great contribution was combining the universal
truth of Marxism-Leninism with China's concrete reality, overcoming various
forms of both "leftist" and rightist erroneous views which advocated
mechanically copying the experiences and examples of other countries, and
opening up a path of seizing state power by armed force with Chinese
characteristics to lead the Chinese revolution toward victory.

1. TFirst Exploration in China for Seizing State Power by Armed Force

The central task and supreme form of the revolution is to seize state power
by armed force and solve problems through fighting in war. This is a basic
principle of Marxism-Leninism known to the CPC since it was founded. 1In
July 1921, the target of seizing state power by the proletariat through
armed struggle, establishing the proletarian dictatorship, eliminating the
capitalist private ownership system, and realizing socialism and communism
in China, was already put forth by the party program adopted at the First
CPC National Congress. The Second CPC National Congress, which was held in
July 1922, further analyzed the semicolonial and semifeudal nature of
Chinese society and pointed out that the Chinese revolution should be car-
ried out in two steps: the democratic revolution and the socialist revolu-
tion. This idea reflected the objective law governing the development of
the Chinese revolution and represented the immediate and 1ong—term struggles
and was of great historical significance.

However, the Second CPC National Congress had, in reality, mechanically
copied from other countries two kinds of different tactics for seizing
state power. The first tactic, which was a result of mechanically copying
the Russian experience of rapidly changing the Russian February Revolution
(the democratic revolution) into the October Revolution (the socialist
revolution), held that the Chinese proletariat must not only take part in,
but also strive to be a "leading army" in the democratic revolution, 'ready
to organize the soviet power with poor peasants," so that the democratic
revolution could be changed into a socialist revolution "immediately."
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Between these two revolutions, there must not be a capitalist society under
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Although this tactic was a copy of

the Russian experience in founding the soviet political power and had its
defects, its basic spirit was to realize the proletarian leadership in the
democratic revolution and change it into the socialist revolution. This was
correct. The other tactic was to repeat the old path the proletariat in
Western Europe had followed since the 17th century. It held that the task
for the Chinese proletariat was "to help the democratic revolution,"” so, the
proletariat must not contend with the bourgeoisie for leadership. '"When the
democratic revolution is successful, the proletariat can have more rights
and freedom." When the bourgeoisie, which has seized political power,
oppresses the proletariat, the latter will then make preparations for and
carry out the socialist revolution "to deal with the bourgeoisie." In other
words, there must be a capitalist society under the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie between the democratic revolution and the socialist revolution.
This tactic did not tally with the historical conditions of the Chinese
revolution. The above-mentioned two tactics were originally different from
each other. However, they were put forth ambiguously as the same thing at
the Second CPC National Congress. Later, with the change in the situation
of the revolutionary struggle, these two tactics were greatly developed.

The proletarian revolutionaries represented by Comrade Mao Zedong developed
the first tactic, that is, the correct tactic; and the right capitulation-
ists, represented by Chen Duxiu, developed the second tactic, the wrong
tactic.

In the high tide of the first great revolution, all social classes in China
became active and made known their attitude toward the revolution. Comrade
Mao Zedong then made an analysis of all social classes in China by means

of the Marxist method of class analysis and pointed out the extreme impor-
tance of the proletarian leadership over the peasant struggle. He put forth
for the first time the following basic idea of the new democratic revolu-
tion: The proletariat must unite with all semiproletariat (chiefly the
poor peasants) and petite bourgeoisie (chiefly the middle peasants) who
constituted the great majority of the national population; win over the
leftwing of the middle classes (chiefly the national bourgeoisie); over-
throw the warlords, the bureaucrats, the landlords, the comprador class,
and the right-wing of the middle classes; establish rule by all revolu-
tionary classes; oppose the establishment of a state under the role of only
one class--the national bourgeoisie, that is, the state under the bourgeois
dictatorship; and strive to develop toward socialism.

By putting forth this basic idea, Comrade Mao Zedong correctly pointed out
the objective, motive force, task, nature, and future of the Chinese demo-
cratic revolution. The central question was political power. Lenin said:
"The fundamental question in any revolution is that of state power. Unless
this question is understood, there can be no conscious participation in the
revolution, not to speak of guidance of the revolution." ('"Selected Works
of Lenin," Vol 3, p 19) In the period from the winter of 1925 to 1926 when
the first great revolution had reached high tide, Comrade Mao Zedong
already put forth the basic idea of establishing a state power under the
proletarian leadership and with the worker-peasant alliance as its
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foundation. This shows that the proletarian revolutionaries, chiefly
represented by him, had consciously got onto the path of leading the
Chinese democratic revolution.

Under the guidance of the above-mentioned basic idea, at that time, Mao
Zedong, Zhou Enlai, and other comrades not only paid great attention to the
workers' and students' movements in the cities and the leadership in united
front work with the KMT, but also to the peasants' movement, armed struggle,
and the combination of armed forces and the masses of people. As a result,
the CPC and the KMT, which cooperated with each other, wiped out the reac-
tionary armies in Guangdong Province from 1924 to 1925, waged the Northern
Expedition from 1926 to 1927, which defeated the northern warlords, occu-
pied a large area along the Changjiang and Huanghe valleys, and achieved
great victories in the first great revolution.

On the contrary to what Comrade Mao Zedong did in developing the correct
tactic of the Second CPC National Congress, beginning in 1923, Chen Duxiu
developed the wrong tactic of this congress. He held "the force of the
bourgeoisie is, in the final analysis, more concentrated than that of the
peasants, and more powerful than that of the workers." Starting from this
wrong estimation of the balance of class forces, he wrongly interpreted

the plan for carrying out the Chinese revolution in two stages, which was
put forward by the Second CPC National Congress, into the "theory of
carrying out the revolution twice,". that is, first, China's bourgeois demo-
cratic revolution (which was called natiomal revolution at that time), and
second, the socialist revolution. The result of the first revolution was
"naturally'the victory of the bourgeoisie" and that "the bourgeoisie will
seize the political power." Obviously, the first revolution in China was
likened to the old democratic revolution which had taken place in some

West European countries in the last stage of the feudal society under the
leadership of the bourgeoisie, and between the democratic revolution and
the socialist revolution, there should be a stage of the dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie. When this "theory of carrying out the revolution twice"
was first put forward, it was no more than a kind of "theory" and tentative
idea. Most comrades in our party did not act in accordance with this
"theory." Instead, they worked hard to strive for "standing in the central
position within the KMI" so that the bourgeoisie might follow the political
leadership of the proletariat. However, along with the development of the
struggle between the bourgeois rightists and the proletariat to contend for
the leadership in the revolution, this theory was then no longer a kind of
tentative idea, but became an action directly guiding the CPC Central Com-
mittee. It thus became a serious harm to the revolution.

The communists and the masses of workers and peasants began to wield polit-
ical power. This was a new thing and an inevitable result of the victorious
development of the Northern Expedition. Originally, the fundamental task
for the Northern Expedition was to enable the high tide of the mass movement
since the 30 May movement to develop into a struggle to seize state power
by armed force, that is, the struggle to overthrow the reactionary power of
the northern warlords and establish the people's revolutionary state power.
This was the first attempt by the Chinese communists, chiefly represented by
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Comrade Mao Zedong, to apply their basic idea of the democratic revolution
in the Northern Expedition. However, Chen Duxiu and his followers held
that all this ran counter to their "theory of carrying out the revolution
twice" which they had mechanically copied from abroad, and did their utmost
to stop the communists from doing so. According to them, "seizing state
power by the Communist Party is something to do in the period of the prole-
tarian revolution." Since the proletariat and its political power should
not seize state power in the first revolution, it was not necessary for the
CPC to organize and expand the army under its command and to develop the
workers' and peasants' movements independently and with the initiative in
its own hands. For this reason, although all the units of the Northern
Expeditionary Army were rapidly expanded in the victorious development of
the Northern Expedition, the army directly under the command of the Com-
munist Party only achieved a slow development due to the restriction by the
CPC Central Committee headed by Chen Duxiu. Although the mass movements of
the workers and peasants were developed swiftly and violently during the
Northern Expedition, Chen Duxiu and his followers, who had followed Chiang
Kai-shek, Wang Ching-wei, and other leaders of the KMT, repeatedly denounced
these movements and gave orders to restrict their development. Thus, the
victory of the first revolution was then turned into defeat.

2. The Formation of the Path of Seizing State Power by Armed Force With .
Chinese Characteristics

Soon after the failure of the 1927 revolution, the CPC Central Committee
held the "7 August" meeting, which criticized Chen Duxiu's right capitula-
tionism and determined the policy of launching the agrarian revolution and
armed uprising. At the meeting, Comrade Mao Zedong briefly spoke on four
basic problems: the united front, armed struggle, the building of the
party, and the peasants' agrarian revolution. They were, in fact, initial
ideas about the "three magic weapons" for the Chinese revolution and the
peasants' land problem which he repeatedly expounded later, of which armed
struggle, the agrarian revolution, and seizing state power were particu-
larly closely interrelated. He pointed out that "in the future, it is
necessary to pay great attention to military affairs, for political power
grows out of the barrel of a gun." Thus, he began to touch on the problem
concerning the path of seizing state power by armed force with Chinese
characteristics. With the breaking out of armed uprisings in various parts
of the country, the Chinese revolution entered a new period of creating
the Red Army and launching the agrarian revolutionary war.

In leading the armed uprisings and launching the agrarian revolutionary war,
the party again had to solve the problem of how to combine the universal
truth of Marxism-Leninism on seizing state power by armed force with the
concrete practice of the Chinese revolutionary war. At the beginning, the
CPC also lacked the experience in this respect. It mainly copied
mechanically the experiences of the proletarian political parties in capi-
talist countries, especially those of the Russian proletarian political
party which took the armed uprising of city workers as the center. Under
the influence of the instructions of the Communist International and under
the guidance of the "theory of taking cities as the center," the CPC Central
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Committee and other high~level leading organs of the party continued to
stay in Shanghai and other big cities for a long time and the focus of work
was still placed on the workers' movement in cities. The main objective of
the armed uprising, which was being prepared, was also to seize the key
cities and then advance toward the countryside. Under the guidance of

this erroneous ideology, the '"leftist' adventurists within the party
repeatedly ordered the revolutionary masses in key cities, who were small
in number at that time, to launch armed uprising, and ordered the Red Army
to attack cities. As a result, the small revolutionary organizations in
the cities, which had been preserved and accumulated under the extremely
perilous conditions after the failure of the 1927 revolution, were com-
pletely destroyed by the enemy, and the Red Army and Red guerrillas also
suffered serious losses when they attacked the cities.

The failure of the '"theory of taking cities as the center' was inevitable,
because it was a theory being mechanically copied from abroad and com-
pletely divorced from China's reality after the failure of the 1927 revo-
lution. At that time, the KMT warlords, headed by Chiang Kai-shek, had
established a reactionary state apparatus, which was more powerful than that
of the old warlords, with the army, police, and special agents as its
pillar. The key cities were places where their counterrevolutionary forces
were most concentrated and powerful and where they were on close guard
against the revolution. On the other hand, however, due to the failure of
the revolution, the revolutionary organizations in the cities were already
seriously destroyed. The remaining party members and revolutionary masses,
very few in number, had to work in secrecy. Under such circumstances, to
expose in public the small number of party members and revolutionary masses
who were working in secrecy and order them to fight a decisive battle with
the enemy through armed uprising was, in reality, sending the secret party
organizations, which could not be discovered by the enemy after detecting
and pursuing in a thousand and one ways, to the jaws of death. It was
impossible for such uprising to win victory.

This is one side of things. We must also see the other side. At that time,
China was a big country and a semicolonial and semifeudal country with
uneven political and economic development. Moreover, it had experienced

the first great revolution. The new KMT warlords were only able to con-
centrate their main forces in the cities, and were unable to do so in the
vast countryside. They especially were unable to widely establish powerful
counterrevolutionary rule in those remote rural areas. Besides, the con-
stant tangled fighting between various factions of the KMT warlords also had
weakened their strength in taking concerted action to suppress the people's
struggles in the vast countryside. Therefore, in the countryside, where

the counterrevolutionary forces were relatively weaker and where there was

a better mass foundation, it was possible to restore and develop the revolu-
tionary struggle led by the party, or even to wipe out the local White
political power and establish the Red onme.

All this shows that after the failure of the 1927 revolution, throughout

the whole country the revolution was at a low tide. The general task for
the party should have been to organize retreat rather than organize attack

22




or launch armed uprising to seize state power. However, in some rural
areas, the party was able to organize attack or even to launch armed
uprising, carry out guerrilla warfare, start the agrarian revolution,
destroy the local counterrevolutionary power, establish the Red political
power and rural revolutionary bases under the leadership of the CPC, estab-
lish an "armed independent regime of workers and peasants," and encircle the
cities under the counterrevolutionary rule from the revolutionary rural
areas. This was the only correct path for turning defeat into victory in
the Chinese revolution after 1927, which was different from that of the
proletarian political parties in various European countries, characterized
by taking cities as the center of the revolution. It was an objective law
governing the development of the Chinese revolution, which is independent

of man's will. Comrade Mao Zedong was the chief representative of those who
had first recognized this objective law and successfully shifted the focus
of work from the cities to the countryside, and who had put forth the path
of seizing political power by armed force with Chinese characteristics, the
path of encircling the cities from the rural areas and then capturing them.

In September 1927, at the beginning of the Autumn Harvest Uprising in Hunan,
Comrade Mao Zedong and the Human Provincial CPC Committee also planned to
seize Changsha, capital of this province. Having suffered several defeats
in attacking some towns and cities around Changsha, Comrade Mao Zedong made
an analysis of the situation at that time and held that under the conditions
that the enemy forces were big and strong and our own forces were small and
weak and that the revolution was at a low tide, it was impossible to attack
and capture such key cities as Changsha and it was inadvisable to continue’
to stay in Pingjiang, Liuyang, and other places near Changsha. Therefore,
starting from the characteristics of the Chinese revolution, in which the
leadership of the proletariat was of great importance in the peasant
struggles, and in accordance with the idea of "going up to mountainous
areas" which he conceived many times during July and August 1927, he
unhesitatingly led the remaining forces which had taken part in the Autumn
Harvest Uprising to march toward the Jinggangshan area, where there was a
better foundation for the revolution and where the enemy forces were com-
paratively weaker., In October, the first typical rural revolutionary base
was established there.

The Red political power, encircled ring upon ring by the White political
power and constantly "encircled and suppressed" by the superior enemy
forces, was yet able to exist in a small area of Jinggangshan. This was
unparalleled in world history. Some people raised the following question
at that time: "How long could the Red flag fighton?" This was the most
basic question. If it was not answered, the Chinese revolution would not be
able to move a step forward. Therefore, in May 1928, at the first CPC
congress of the Hunan-Jiangxi border area, Comrade Mao Zedong gave an
initial answer to this question. In October 1928, at the second CPC con-
gress of the Hunan-Jiangxi border area, Comrade Mao Zedong drafted the
resolution "Why Is It That Red Political Power Can Exist in China?" to give
a further answer to the question. In this resolution, in light of the
characteristics of Chinese society and the Chinese revolution, which were
different from those in various capitalist countries, he scientifically
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expounded the main conditions for the long-term existence and development of
Red political power in China. The abundant revolutionary practice and
experiences of the existence and development of Red political power in
southern Jiangxi, western Fujian, northeastern Jiangxi, and many other
places during 1929 and 1930 proved that Comrade Mao Zedong's viewpoints
were in conformity with the characteristics of Chinese society and the
Chinese revolution. However, some people still continued to mechanically
copy the experience of the Russian October Revolution, holding that destroy-
ing the reactionary political power of the bourgeoisie and establishing the
political power of the proletariat were important things which should be
done when the national revolution reached its high tide and a general armed
uprising was launched in the whole country and should not be done at ordi-
nary times. When Comrade Mao Zedong, Zhu De, and others led the Red Fourth
Army to fight hard battles in southern Jiangxi and western Fujian, Lin Biao
held that it was a vain attempt to establish such political power in the
period long before the arrival of the revolutionary high tide, hoping that
political influence might be expanded by means of an easier and simpler
method of mobile guerrilla warfare, and that a nationwide armed uprising be
launched until the work to win over the masses was done well in various parts
of the country. Other people held that the shifting of the focus of work of
the party from the cities to the countryside would enable the peasant forces
to develop more rapidly than the workers' forces in the cities, which would
be unfavorable for the proletarian revolutionary cause. )

In view of the above-mentioned harmful viewpoint, which was characterized
by mechanically copying foreign experiences to the neglect of China's
reality, Comrade Mao Zedong wrote a long letter ("A Single Spark Can Start
a Prairie Fire") to Lin Biao in January 1930, in which he criticized that
the latter's theory was not in conformity with the actual situation of the
Chinese revolution. Comrade Mao Zedong explicitly pointed out: The Red
political power in China was a product of sharp contradictions in China's
semicolonial and semifeudal society. "In semicolonial China, the estab-
lishment and expansion of the Red Army, the guerrilla forces, and the Red
areas is the highest form of peasant struggle under the leadership of the
proletariat, the inevitable outcome of the growth of the semicolonial
peasant struggle, and undoubtedly the most important factor in accelerating
the revolutionary high tide throughout the country." ("Selected Works of
Mao Zedong," Vol 1, p 95) After summing up the experiences of the Red Army
and Red political power in various localities and those in the construction
of rural revolutionary bases, Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out that the policy
of purely mobile guerrilla action brought forth by Lin Biao and others
cannot enhance the revolutionary high tide, while 'the policy of
establishing base areas, systematically setting up political power, deepen-
ing the agrarian revolution, and expanding the people's armed forces" and
other relevant policies were correct. (Ibid., p 95) Only thus was it
possible to accelerate the revolutionary high tide throughout the country.
Was the revolutionary cause of the proletariat thus harmed .as .the party's
focus of work was shifted to the countryside and the development of the
peasant forces outstripped that of the forces of the workers in cities?
Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: "In the revolution in semicolonial China,
it was the peasant struggle which failed when it did not have the leadership
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of the workers, but the revolution was never harmed when developments in the
peasant struggle outstripped the forces of the workers." (Ibid., p 99)

In this way, Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out the only correct path for the
development of the Chinese revolution after the failure of the 1927 revolu-
tion. The characteristics of this path were: Shifting the party's focus
of work from cities to the countryside, carrying out guerrilla warfare in
rural areas, deepening the agrarian revolution, destroying local White
political power, establishing Red political power, changing the backward
countryside into advanced revolutionary bases and using these bases to
fight against the fierce enemy who relied on the cities to attack the
countryside, encircling the cities from rural areas so as to gradually
train, accumulate, and develop the revolutionary forces in the long-term
struggle and gradually wipe out the enemy forces, and then attack and seize
the key cities, sei