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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

GULF ATTITUDES TOWARD SOVIETS EXAMINED
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 43, 4 Feb 84 p 25

[Text] Despite their seriousness, the Kuwait bombings did not dispel the
"thinking out loud" that the Gulf states had begun to do in the aftermath
of the serious development in U.S.~Israeli relations in the political and
military fields.

The confusion currently experienced by the people of the Gulf is not attri-
butable to the lack of concern about the Arab world shown by the Reagan admin-
istration as much as it is attributable to the search for a way--an "electric
shock"--that would force Washington to take Arab interests into consideration
from now on.

But how can this be done? What is the card held by the Gulf states that can
be waved in the face of the United States? It is no secret that voices are
beginning to be raised within the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states cal-
ling for reliance on a policy balanced between the East and the West, a
policy which would keep the region free of the dangers of the international
conflict, which is becoming more acute with the intensification of the cold
war between the two countries of detente. For this reason, some observers do
not find it unlikely that the Soviet antennae are ready to pick up any sig-
nals from the region that would limit the monopoly of the United States in the
Gulf and open the door of this sensitive region of the world to the Russian
bear.

Historians say that the Arabs have been a loyal people since the pre-Islamic
Jahiliyah [period of ignorance]. This is true if the issue is confined to
the matter of loyalty. But in this case it goes much beyond that. Some say,
"Let's start from a realistic political framework. Why this complex about
the Soviet Union in the Gulf? What does it want from us and what do we want
from it? How extensive is the fear that the Soviets will enter the Gulf?

Is this fear well-founded or not?"

This comes from our side. However, in Moscow many questions are raised about
the nature of Soviet-Arab relations, particularly Soviet-Gulf relations. The
most important question is how long Soviet-Arab policy will continue to focus
on delusions and hopes of improvement at some future time. For a quarter of

a century the Soviet Union has been one of the best friends to many Arab
states. In fact, a significant number of Soviet experts believed that the




role of the Soviet Union in the region was deep-rooted and permanent. However,
this dream was shattered with the expulsion of Soviet experts from Egypt.
Moscow was forced to reevaluate its expenditures of men, money, weapons, tech-
nology, and equipment during this long period. In this context one must ask,
"Does Moscow have an Arab policy, and do the Arab states have a Soviet policy?"

In the view of the Soviets, the notion of equal influence in the region does
not have practical views. The Soviet Union has resisted the inclination of

any third power to balance the superpowers in the region. The Western military
presence exists through weapons agreements with a number of states in the Gulf
and, thus, military facilities are available to the West. Also, diplomatic
relations between the region and the West are as friendly as possible, although
the Soviet Union has embassies in Baghdad and Kuwait. Nonetheless, the Soviet
Union has worked to weaken Western influence in the region. Therefore, the
Russians have begun to change their view of the region.

In short, competition between the superpowers continues to be the basic

premise of international politics. Although the military balance of power
between the two blocks will not be the decisive factor in a given region of

the world, it nonetheless conditions the relations between the superpowers

and will affect the definition of "interests" of each of the two blocks. For
example, in the Gulf the influence of the balance of power has led to important
political results. The growth of Soviet military power on the strategic level
and the increase of conventional weapons has placed the Soviet Union on a par
with the United States in nuclear capabilities and strengthened the Soviet
capability to move nearer to the region. This has ended Western intervention
which had been conducted with impunity and has restricted the West's capa-
bility to react. The political results have been even more important. For the
first time the Soviet Union has become a factor that has to be taken into
consideration in any decisions made in the capitals of the Arabian Peninsula.
The Soviet Union has become capable of a quick reaction in the north and has
become a pillar along the borders and a naval presence in the South. All of
this has made the Soviet Union an actor with a role to play in the affairs of
the Gulf,

Kuwait is the only GCC country to have diplomatic relations with the Soviet
Union. However, Moscow is apparently trying to reach the Gulf without estab-
lishing direct relations with any of its states. It is now found in the area
through its presence in South Yemen, Afghanistan, and Ethiopia.

Perhaps Sudan is most affected by this fact, and perhaps is the most con-~
cerned because of the sensitive situation on its borders. When we say Sudan,
we mean Egypt first and foremost because it considers Sudan its first line
of defense in the South.

Egypt fears Soviet encirclement, and it believes that the events in the Shaba
region are the beginning of this. Therefore, Egypt was quick to send
assistance to President Mobutu,

Some observers raise the following urgent questions: What is preventing the
Gulf states from exploiting the tensions between Moscow and Washington and
creating a new reality that places both capitals at the Gulf states' service?



In other words, why do the states in the region not resort to merely waving
the Soviet card to frighten the West, if only once?

We leave the answer to this question to the former shah of Iran who, as
no one doubted, despised communism and clung to his imperial traditions and
monarchical regime.

The shah told diplomats from Islamic Asian countries who expressed their con-
cerns over the increased relations between Tehran and Moscow, 'For centuries
the Russians have wanted to reach the warm waters of the Gulf. We provided
them the wherewithal to achieve this dream when they stopped their destructive
actions against us, We did this with roads, railroads, and oil pipelines, in
other words, with joint efforts." Why would Iranian diplomacy during the era
of the shah, who was the protege of the West, be more flexible and forthcoming
than the diplomacy of the Arab Gulf?

We return to the question, why this complex about the Soviet Union in the Gulf?

Soviet activity in the Indian Ocean and the Gulf during the difficult first
years of independence of the Gulf states led to the development of wariness
about Soviet policy. This was compounded with the expulsion of Soviet experts
from Egypt. Also, religion and convictions are two factors that prevent the
spread of communism in the Gulf region. Nationalist movements in the region
have not been affected by the communists as much as by the intelligentsia,

who believe that the current situation is an anachronism. In the view of many
observers, it is in the Arabs' interest to be neutral. It is more necessary
today than ever before for the Arabs to review their position, taking into
consideration their higher interests. In light of the role played by Israel,
with America's blessings, in dictating Middle East affairs, and the political
balance between the East and the West, it has become a strategic necessity.

In the event that peace is achieved, it will be necessary to introduce the
Soviet Union as a counterweight to the United States, which wants to return

to the Middle East as a '"'peace broker."

The bitterness felt by Gulf Arabs toward the Soviet Union is only paralleled
these days by their lack of confidence in the American umbrella. This is

- because the American umbrella, according to American officials themselves,
is based solely on the Soviet threat, whereas the total threat is Israel,
which every day swallows more land and threatens an entire nation with
extinction.

Will the Gulf states resort to giving America a dose of its own medicine?
Will they frighten the United States by using the Soviet Union as the
United States does?

This is something that cannot be answered except with extreme caution.

12608
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

IMPACT OF GULF WAR ON OIL MARKET DISCUSSED
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 369, 17 Mar 84 pp 47-48
[Article: "Will Gulf War Rescue World 0il Production?'"]

[Text] Despite the dangerous escalation in the Gulf war, the world appears
unconcerned about oil supplies coming from the Gulf states, perhaps because
American and British naval units are protecting the Strait of Hormuz and are on
guard for any Iranian attempt to close the strait as a reaction to Iraq bomb-
ing Iranian oil facilities, particularly the main terminal at Khark Island.

This international calm, however, has other dimensions. Perhaps the foremost
is that Iraq, for regional and international political reasons, has not
attacked Khark Island, which is near its borders, and Iran, for the same rea-
sons, has not closed the Strait of Hormuz so that it would not have to

enter into a battle that would divert it from its primary battle. Another
reason for the calm is that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has moved to put 45
million barrels of oil offshore in supertankers. This measure would provide
5 million barrels of oil per day for 9 days, enough to compensate for any
cutoff of oil supplies caused by a closure of the Strait of Hormuz because the
United States says that it is able to reopen the strait within hours or, at
the most, within 3 days. Nonetheless, the exchange of threats has raised
fears about an oil supply crisis, such as those in 1973 and 1979, among some
of the smaller countries who were the main victims of those crises. These
countries have intentionally stored oil, a step which led to only a marginal
and short-lived increase in prices before the situation returned to normal,
that is, low demand and a world-wide oil surplus which the OPEC countries do
not know how to eliminate. Even the escalation of the Gulf war has not
affected OPEC meetings. Rather, it has been noted that both Iran and Iraq
insist on sticking to scheduled ministerial meeting times as though nothing
will rock the boat in the future. In fact, they have cooperated in meetings
to solve oil problems in accordance with directives of the secretary general
of the organization.

Among the proposals raised by the ministerial subcommittee--which includes

the oil ministers of Algeria, the United Arab Emirates, Venezuela, and
Indonesia--of the OPEC ministerial council is a proposal which calls for
reducing production from 17.5 million barrels per day to 16.5 million, a reduc-
tion of 1 million barrels per day, due to fears that the price of o0il will
collapse in the next few weeks because supply exceeds demand by about 2 million



barrels per day. Although the proposal has its justifications, the OPEC
member countries probably will not adopt it because reduced production would
mean that they would have to stop financing development projects. During the
past 3 years there has been a 43 percent reduction in demand for OPEC oil, and
all but one or two OPEC countries have begun to borrow in the international
market. In this regard, OPEC Secretary General al-Shalabi says that the OPEC
countries must follow a policy based on four principles:

1. Production must not be raised to the point that results in stagnation in
world-wide demand for oil.

2. Inflation must not be allowed to destroy and erode prices.

3. OPEC must maintain its share of the world market as the primary oil
producer,

4, 0il prices must be based on a formula so that‘they are not too high or too
low. They should not force consuming countries to conserve oil, nor should they
lead to a dramatic increase in consumption.

Mr al-Shalabi notes that a further reduction in o0il prices will not lead to
increased sales. He states that if OPEC countries want to increase revenues
by lowering oil prices, they will not succeed.

This pessimism by OPEC has been met with some optimism by the consuming
countries. A study issued recently by the Organization for Intermational

[as published] Cooperation and Development, which includes 22 industrialized
countries, predicts that oil consumption will increase by 5.7 percent during
the first quarter of this year because of the economic recovery in North
America. The organization expects that world demand will increase to 44.1
million barrels per day. However, OPEC sources say that a basic difference
in today's oil market is that increased demand in North America only benefits
non~OPEC o0il producing countries. The American company Gulf 0il, some of whose
facilities are for sale and being fought over by other oil companies, has
told governments and oil companies not to be so sanguine about the world oil
situation because threats by Iraq and Iran are serious and not merely intimi-
dations. The company also says that the Gulf "fire" is slowly beginning to
spread to the oil wells. Iran will not be satisfied with closing the Strait
of Hormuz, but rather it will "go after Western interests wherever they are
found," as stated by Iranian President 'Ali Khamene'i. Experts interpret
this threat as an Iranian intention to strike Persian Gulf oil facilities if
it fails to close the Strait of Hormuz. In the view of Gulf 0il, a 4.4
million barrel per day shortage would result from a closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. This figure is arrived at by subtracting the amount of oil flowing
through the strait from the amount non-Gulf producing countries are able to
produce in compensation for the shortage. The American company says that the
daily flow of oil through Hormuz totals about 8.7 million barrels, broken
down as follows: 3.7 million barrels of Saudi oil, 1.9 million barrels of
Iranian oil, 2.4 million barrels of oil from Kuwait, the UAE, and Qatar, and
about 600,000 barrels from various other sources.




However, other states can only compensate for 4.4 [as published[ million
barrels per day, including 1.1 million barrels from Nigeria, .9 million
barrels from Libya, .8 million barrels from Venezuela, .4 million from
Algeria, .3 million from Indonesia, .1 million from Ecuador and Gabon, .3
million from Mexico, .3 million from the North Sea, and .1 million from other
countries for a total of 4.3 million barrels per day. Therefore, there would
be a 4.4 million barrel per day shortage. Such a shortage would immediately
lead to a price increase of $6 per barrel on the first day and $6 to $12 dur-
ing subsequent days. If it were to become clear that the American fleet could
not open the Strait of Hormuz, or if Iran destroyed other oil facilities,

the price of o0il would reach $70 per barrel, and $120 per barrel during the
next stage. It is noteworthy that the only thing that saves the current oil
situation from declining further is an escalation in the Iran-Iraq war.

The main beneficiaries would be non-Gulf oil producers and oil companies.

It is also noteworthy that the world is viewing the situation in the Gulf
calmly, while OPEC and other producing countries, such as Mexico and England,
are concerned about the petroleum situation since they see nothing in the
foreseeable future to break the trend.

From the beginning of the 1970's until now, oil production has come to depend
on political developments to rescue it from its dilemmas. If it were not

for the October 1973 war, the producing countries would not have been able to
increase their prices five-fold. Had it not been for the anti-shah demon-
strations and the apparition of an Iranian revolution raising its head, OPEC
could not have raised its prices 14 percent in 1978. Had it not been for the
iranian revolution, which broke out in February 1979, o0il prices could not
have been corrected further. Will the Gulf war rescue oil from its current
dilemma?

12608
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

EFFORTS TOWARD EGYPTIAN-IRAQI RAPPROCHEMENT DISCLOSED
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 52, 7 Apr 84 p 15

[Article by Diyab Nabahan: "Dimensions of Iraqi-Egyptian Talks; Egyptian
Affirmation of Support for Iraqi Position in War and Peace; Cairo Has Consulted
with Baghdad on Political Efforts and Has Been Reassured of Iraq's Combat
Position'"]

[Text] Baghdad--Kamal Hasan 'Ali, the Egyptian deputy prime minister and
minister of foreign affairs, last week completed a visit to Baghdad which he
has described as very important and successful. The visit came within the
framework of reviewing the Egyptian efforts that have been exerted and that
continue to be exerted to put an end to the Iraq-Iran war that has been going
on for 3.5 years so far without any sign in the horizon indicating a realistic
Iranian position reflecting Tehran's wish for mediation or its inclination
toward peace. Meanwhile, the declarations and statements of the Iranian
officials reflect an ever-escalating determination to continue the war and to
cling to the military option which the observers assert Iran has lost, as they
have asserted that the Iranian obstinacy on prolonging the war does not rely
on any convincing justifications.

The Egyptian efforts in this regard did not start with Kamal Hasan 'Ali's
visit to Baghdad because the Egyptian foreign minister's visit has come within
the framework of a series of contacts made by the Egyptian Government with
several international circles, including Turkey, Yugoslavia and others.
President Husni Mubarak had received a message from Indian Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi in her capacity as chairman of the current session of the
nonaligned movement asking Egypt to participate with the nonaligned countries
in an urgent initiative to stop the war, as a result of the serious
developments during the past two months. Furthermore, diplomatic circles
indicate the receipt of several letters from member nonaligned countries by
Indira Ghandi calling for revitalizing the movement's efforts toward mediation
to stop the war within the framework of the resolutions of the seventh New
Delhi summit which convened in March 1983,

The Egyptian foreign minister's visit to Baghdad was of a purely political
nature and did not involve any protocol arrangements or any subcommittees
customarily involved in talks between states. This has given the visit a




special weight in the political sphere, especially since it came immediately
after the emergency meeting of the Arab ministers of foreign affairs which

was held in Baghdad recently and was devoted to discussing the war issue and
the dangers threatening the area because of the Iranian insistence to continue
the war. Egypt was absent from this meeting. Rather, it was not invited to
attend the meeting because it is still outside the Arab League. However, it
can be said that Egypt did attend the meeting of the Arab ministers of foreign
affairs, that Kamal Hasan 'Ali's visit came to complement the foreign
ministers' procession and that the visit is a gesture of support, for the
resolutions taken by the meeting and for Iraq's political position. Thus,

all the Arabs, excluding Syria and Libya, have attended the meeting.

Kamal Hasan 'Ali has conveyed an urgent message from President Husni Mubarak
to President Saddam Husayn concerning the Egyptian efforts exerted to put

an end to the war and concerning the contacts made by the Egyptian Government
in this regard, especially since Egypt is a member of the Security Council and
of the nonalignment group and has strong relations with Iraq. This gives
Egypt a broad scope for movement, contacts and consultations and a chance

to play a role in reaching a formula that encourages putting an end to this
war, whether within the framework of the nonaligned movement, of the

Security Council or of the Islamic Conference Organization from which emanated
the Good Offices Committee under the chairmanship of the late President Ahmed
Sekou Toure.

In the press conference he held at Qasr al-Rashid Hotel prior to leaving
Baghdad, Kamal Hasan 'Ali underlined "Egypt's support for Iraq with its heart
and soul," saying: '"Egypt will not hesitate to offer any support Iraq needs."
But what must be noted, as the Egyptian official put it, is that "Iraq has

the strength that enables it to repel any new Iranian offensive. Iraq has
proven through the battles it has waged that it has the capability to defend
its borders, with God's will."

While the efforts being exerted by Egypt to put an end to the war continue
through the contacts which Cairo is making these days at the international
level, the question being raised by the political circles and by observers is:
Will the current international efforts and endeavors to mediate between Iraq
and Iran meet any response from Tehran? Will there be signs of the possibility
of the emergence of a serious Iranian desire to deal with the mediators to put
an end to the fighting and to turn to negotiations as a means to settle the
issues disputed by the two countries peacefully and in a fair and honorable
manner that guarantees the rights and internal security of all the parties
involved and that spares the area countless dangers?

The observer faces no noteworthy difficulty in finding the answer to this
question through an examination of the latest Iranian official statements,
especially the statement made by Khomeyni before he decided to retreat for 3
weeks which will end on the seventh of this month (April) in which he said that
the war with Iraq "is necessary for revival of the Islamic awakening.'" This

is in addition to Khomeyni's adoption of a policy in accordance with which he
permits himself to interfere in the domestic affairs of the neighboring
countries.



Ali Akbar Velayati, Tehran's minister of foreign affairs, has reiterated his
country's previous position toward the war after a visit he made recently to
Algeria when he said that Iran will not abandon its previous conditions to
stop the war.

On its part, Iraq is displaying a broad response to the mediation efforts at
the various degrees and levels, is dealing objectively with these efforts and
is offering at the same time terms which constitute more of principles than
conditions to end the conflict, such as non-intervention in the domestic
affairs of each of the two countries and respecting the sovereignty,
independence and political options of each country. Despite this, there are
almost no indications of a realistic Iranian position toward the war even
though voices whose importance cannot be underestimated have risen within
the ruling establishment in Iran and in the spiritual and political circles
calling for dealing with the war in a realistic manner. In the wake of the
latest battles, these voices have begun to cast serious doubts on the objec-
tives and benefit from continuing the war and on the continuation of the
policy which has given Iran so far nothing but harmful negative, if not
extremely serious, consequences.

8494
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

BRIEFS

GCC LEADERSHIP-~Well-informed Gulf sources have told AL~-TADAMUN that there

are no indications that the people who currently occupy the major posts in

the Gulf Cooperation Council General Secretariat will be replaced. These in-
clude 'Abdallah Bisharah (Kuwaiti)--Secretary General; Ibrahim al-Subhi
(Omani)--Assistant to the Secretary General for Political Affairs; and Dr
'Abdallah al-Quwayz (Saudi)--Assistant Secretary General for Economic Affairs.
It appears that agreement to renew their terms for another 3 years was

reached during incidental discussions at the summit held in Doha last November.
Extensions of the terms of the three officials is confirmed by the fact that,
according to GCC regulations, terms of office last 3 years and this May 3
years will have elapsed. Since the next GCC summit will be held in Kuwait next
November, and since a change of appointments requires a summit meeting, the
widespread impression is that Bisharah, al-Subhi, and al-Quwayz will remain

in their positions for another 3 years. [Text] [London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic
No 49, 17 Mar 84 p 6] 12608

OPEC PRODUCTION DECLINE--Petroleum expert (Van Dingleshoven) believes that
world demand for OPEC o0il could decline in coming weeks by as much as 1 million
barrels per day to less than the 17.5 million barrels which is OPEC's produc-
tion ceiling. The expert expects that world demand for OPEC production will
reach levels ranging from 16 to 16.5 million barrels per day in March and April.
However, demand will increase beginning in June for the first time since 1977.
This prediction comes amid international fears that new Iranian attacks on Iraq
will lead to Iraqi destruction of Iranian oil exporting facilities, something
which would deprive the world market of about 2 million barrels of oil per day.
Observers are convinced that closing the Strait of Hormuz has become impos-
sible for the Iranians since American ships are now concentrated near the strait.
Observers also believe that Iran is unable militarily and politically to des-
troy the Iraqi Kirkuk oil fields in one decisive counterattack. The fields

are well-protected militarily and bombing or damaging them would provoke the
anger of parties that in the past have warned Iran to leave the Kirkuk fields
alone. It is worth noting that Turkey is supplied with Kirkuk oil through

the Iraq-Turkey pipeline. In the opinion of the Kuwaiti Minister of Petroleum
Shaykh 'Ali al-Khalifah al-Sabah, closure of the Strait of Hormuz would lead
immediately to an increase in oil prices of between $4 and $6 per barrel.

[Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 368, 10 Mar 84 p 41] 12608

CSO0: 4404/379
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS

ASALA, MOJAHEDIN-E KHALQ ORGANIZATION THREATEN TURKEY
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 30 Mar 84 pp 1,4

[Text] Following the recent spate of unsuccessful assassination attempts
[against Turkish diplomats] in Tehran, ASALA [Armenian Secret Army for the
Liberation of Armenia] yesterday issued a new threat against airline companies
which offer air travel services into and out of Turkey. An unidentified person
speaking Farsi with an Armenian accent called the AFP office in Tehran and said:

"OQur military units are on the alert everywhere around the world. All
aggressionist and imperialist governments which support the Turkish government
as well as all airline companies which offer air travel services into and out of
-Turkey are hereby warned. Because our attacks will continue and much blood will
be shed. The blame for the bloodshed will fall on Turkey."

The caller also disclosed that the terrorist who was killed while placing a bomb
under [Turkish embassy official] Isil Uner's car was called Garabed Pastajian.

Iranian authorities have been continuing their investigations under a veil of
secrecy to uncover the terrorists who have not yet been arrested. According to
information obtained by Turkish embassy circles in Tehran, the terrorist who was
killed by +the bomb he was trying to plant may have been a Turkish citizen.
However, no definite information is yet available on this issue.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, who personally inspected the
security measures around the Turkish embassy, had a second meeting yesterday
with Turkish Ambassador Ismet Bilsel. Velayati has placed his armored car and
security staff at -he disposal of the Turkish embassy officials to enable them
to commute between their homes and the embassy. The ambassador has declared a
state of emergency inside the embassy compound. In view of the fact that the
Iranian authorities could not provide police guards for every Turkish embassy
household, families of embassy officials are now grouped in five houses
protected by security measures. Only two families have been left out, and they
have Dbeen instructed not to leave their homes for the moment. These measures
are naturally only temporary. However, the ambassador insists that the
incidents are not over yet and that there are suspicious Armenians watching the
embassy.
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Pamukcu Suffers Stroke

The Deputy Military Attache, Ismail Pamukcu, who was critically wounded in the
course of the recent terrorist attacks in Tehran, is still reported to be in a
state of coma, and his doctors have disclosed that the left side of his body has
been paralyzed by a stroke. Pamukcu's condition remains critical, but Professor
Sefik Unlu, who flew to Tehran to attend on Pamukcu, said that Iranian doctors
have provided all essential care to the wounded and that they performed a
successful surgery on Pamukcu. Pamukcu's brain became swollen as a result of
the surgery performed on his skull, and this caused the stroke. However, it is
likely that the swelling in his brain will subside in coming days and that he
will come out of his coma.

Iran Blames U.S.

It was noted that the Iranian press did not report the assassination attempt
yesterday. Meanwhile, the Iranian television blamed the United States in a
commentary on Wednesday evening. The commentary charged that the United States
wants to undermine the developing Turkish-Iranian relations.

The Iranian Ambassador in Ankara, Mohammad Ganjidost, declared that the
perpetrators of the attacks will certainly be punished because Iran opposes all
forms of terrorism.

Several reports and comments appeared in the French press in connection with the
incidents, but, notably, this time the well-known genocide literature was not
aired. All the French papers agreed that ASALA's goal this time was to upset
the equilibrium of Turkey's relations with Iran and Iraq.

HURRIYET correspondent Engin Bilginer sheds some interesting light on the issue
in his report today and discloses that ASALA staged the latest series of
terrorist attacks with the cooperation of an organization named "Mojahedin-e
Khalq." This underground Iranian organization recently dispatched threatening
letters to the legations of several countries, including the Turkish embassy,
stating that all countries collaborating with Iran's "treacherous" leaders must
be punished.

9588
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS

TURKISH REPORTER IN TEHRAN: DEPUTY ATTACHE STILL IN COMA
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 31 Mar 84 p 1

[Text] HURRIYET correspondent Engin Belginer reports from Tehran that Deputy
Military Attache Ismail Pamukcu continues to remain in a state of coma. While
the second wounded victim, Hasan Oktem--who recovered quickly even though he was
hit by three bullets--returned to Turkey last night, a new surgery was performed
on Pamukcu's respiratory tract to allow him to breathe. The surgery was
performed at the suggestion of Turkish specialist Professor Sefik Unlu. Unlu
went to the hospital yesterday to examine the patient, gave instructions to
hospital authorities and then returned to Turkey together with First Secretary
Hasan Oktem.

According to information obtained from Turkish embassy circles in Tehran, it is
now understood that the Armenian terrorist groups had organized a concurrent
assault on Turkish diplomats and their residences and offices. Seven of the
selected targets are now known; the attacks staged against those ended in almost
complete failure. Three other targets had also been selected, but their
identities are being kept secret for the moment for security reasons. Thus the
ASALA [Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia) terrorists were going
to attack exactly 10 targets, and these attacks were going to be carried out by
ten two-man teams.

The locations of these ten targets are considerably removed from each other and
it 1is amazing that the terrorists were able to collect all these addresses——
mostly addresses of embassy officials' residences which were known only to the
Iranian Foreign Ministry and which are generally kept secret from others. For
example, Hasan Okten, who was wounded, rented a new residence three months ago
and was not in Tehran for the past month. Consequently, his address was not
reported to the Iranian Foreign Ministry. The terrorists, however, found the
address.

Two days ago, a suspicious person knocked on the door of Administrative Attache
Ibrahim Ozdemir and said that he was from the power company and that he wanted
to take a meter reading. When security officials guarding the house examined
the man's papers, he was found out to be an Armenian. The man was taken to the
police station for questioning.

So far, 16 persons have been questioned by police in Tehran, including the
electrician who was detained.

9588
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS

EVREN ASZ”S REAGAN NOT TO 'ENCOURAGE INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM'
Istanbul JAMANAK in Armenian 7 Apr 84 pl

[Text] Washington--President Kenan Evren has sent to U.S. President Ronald
Reagan a letter on terrorism. According to information obtained by AKAJANS
[Mediterranean News Agency] from reliable sources, in the letter delivered to
President Reagan by the Turkish embassy in Washington, President Evren recalls
Reagan's remarks following the terrorist attack on the Turkish embassy in Lisbon
and emphasizes that international terrorism would be encouraged if the four
anti-Turkish bills submitted to Congress by Armenians in the United States are
approved.

In his 1letter, President Evren also states that the time has come for
cooperation against international terrorism.

Following the terrorist attack on our embassy in Lisbon, President Reagan said--
also referring to previous Armenian attacks on Turkish diplomats and
institutions: "This meaningless violence must be ended."

Stating that no amount of bitterness can justify such terrorist acts in these
modern times, Reagan said: "I will hold contacts with the leaders of other
countries with an eye to taking mandatory and more effective collective measures
in order to end such barbaric and inhuman acts in civilized societies."

As is known, Armenian-Americans have submitted four bills--two in the House of
Representatives and two in the Senate--which support their cause.

Bill No. 171 submitted to the House of Representatives demands the recognition
of the Armenian Genocide by the U.S. government. The second bill in the House
alleges that a genocide was committed and envisions the declaration of 24 April
as a day "to commemorate man's inhumanity to man." The bills submitted to the
Senate demand the endorsement of 24 April as a day "to commemorate the victims
of genocide, in particular those of the Armenian Genocide."
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WESTERN SAHARA

SAYED DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH MOROCCO
Paris SAHARA INFO in French No 66-67,Jun-Dec 83 p 5

[Interview with Bechir Mustapha Sayed, a member of the POLISARIO Executive Com—
mittee; date and place not specified]

[Text] While passing through Paris, Bechir Mustapha Sayed, who
headed the POLISARIO delegation invited by the Socialist Party
to attend the Bourg-en-Bress Congress, gave us the following
interview. It took place prior to the UN vote.

[Question] What is currently the situation from a diplomatic viewpoint? The
deadlock seems to be once again undisputed after the failure of the Addis Ataba
meeting of the OAU Implementation Committee on 22 September.

[Answer] The resolution unanimously adopted during the OAU general assembly
called for arranging a referendum to deal with the self-determination of the
Sahraoui people before the end of 1983. To this end, the resolution called for
direct preliminary negotiations between the two explicitely named opponents in the
conflict, namely, Morocco and the POLISARIO, for the purpose of defining the terms
of the cease-fire. Morocco, whose delegation was headed by the heir to the crown,
Prince Sidi Mohamed, and Minister of Foreign Affairs Boucetta, refused to seat
with the POLISARIO delegation, headed by.its secretary general Mohamed Abdelaziz.
Morocco proclaims to all comers that it agrees in principle with the referendum,
but it refuses to negotiate the cease-fire and the terms of the meeting with the
POLISARIO.

By thus flouting the OAU's decisions, Morocco is causing the deadlock. Under these
circumstances, the calling of next year's meeting in Conakry is being strongly

compromised, should Morocco persist in its obstinacy.

[Question] How do you view the role of Senegal in favor of the implementation of
the OAU resolution?

[Answer] You must know that until very recently Senegal was one of the stronger
supporters of the Moroccan position concerning Western Sahara.

Senegal is held in high'regard in the northwest régions of Africa. It is mind-
ful of the Africans' best interest which is mainly defended by the Organization
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of African Unity. The OAU's paralysis is harmful to Africa as a whole and
Senegal now believes that it is time for peace to resumé in that region of
Africa. It is in that spirit that Senegal actively contributed to the formula-
tion, then to the adoption of the resolution of the 19th Summit, It is _
understandable that Senegal should feel betrayed by Morocco's turnabout. The
meeting between President Abou Diouf and Mohamed Abdelaziz, secretary general
of the POLISARIO, was a turning point in the conflict. The role of Senegal is
eminently positive.

[Question] What is then Hassan Il's strategy?

[Answer] Hassan II has no plan. His policy lies solely in marking time, day to
day, so to speak. His only remaining allies are his "unconditionals,'" namely,
Sékou Touré's Guinea and Zaire, two African countries-on which he exerts very
material pressures. The turnabout of Guinea which had declared in a joint
Algerian-Guinean declaration being favorable to the implementation of the resolu-
tion, then retracted itself, is a flagrant proof of the subordination of the
Conakry regime to Rabat. Hassan II may be hoping that the next OAU meeting in
Conakry, which should be chaired by his loyal Sékou Touré, will open more
favorable possibilities. However, can a general assembly, which assumes a mini-
mum of trust and candor among participants, be logically considered if the
decisions of the preceding assembly have been flouted by some of its members?

[Question] Morocco advertised loudly the guarantees of neutrality obtained from
Colonel al-Qadhdhafi when he visited Rabat in July on the invitation of Morocco.
According to the Moroccans, Libya promised to stop assisting the POLISARIO
militarily. What is exactly happening? Did not this visit bolster Morocco's
uncompromising attitude?

[Answer] A5 you mentioned, Morocco is a master in the art of propaganda. It
takes its wishes for realities. We have a saying in my country that says approx-
imately this: '"When you think that you see the oasis upon the horizon (mirage),
you do not see the water at your feet.'" Morocco believes that it sees Libya's
turnabout and it cannot see our Libyan brothers' aid.

[Question] Disregarding the customary skirmishes, last year's battles in
Lemseyed in Southern Morocco, then in Smara, on the wall, followed almost two
years of military inactivity on the part of the POLISARIO (the last large-scale
battle being that fought at Guelta).

[Answer] Morocco wants to pretend that these battles were the heaviest since
the beginning of the conflict. It is not so. To be sure, for the first time,
Morocco used "Gazelle"-type French helicopters equipped with "Hot' ground-to-
air missiles, but with little results. As for us, we did not use any new
equipment in those battles.

The ALPS [Saharan People's Liberation Army] fighters simply had to adjust to the
long-range radar detection techniques protecting the wall; our army had to
perfect adequate attack tactics and train for them. Our goal was to show
Moroccan soldiers that, contrarily to what their officers were telling them, the
wall with its radars is not absolute