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INTERNATTIONAL AFFAIRS

BRIEFS

GULF FOOD SELF-SUFFICIENCY--Abu Dhabi, 6 April (WAKH)--A study prepared by the
UAE Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries on the possibilities of achieving
self-sufficiency in some foodstuffs in the GCC countries by the year 2000, has
revealed that the UAE will be 100 percent self-sufficient in corn and 95 percent
self-sufficient in fish. The study also revealed that the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia will be self-sufficient in corn by 98 percent, in eggs by 87 percent, in
white meat by 82 percent, in fish by 48 percent, and milk products by 29 percent.
By the year 2000 the Sultanate of Oman will achieve self-sufficiency by 85 per-
cent in eggs, 68 percent in fish, 28 percent in white meat, and 24 percent in
milk products. By the year 2000 Kuwait will achieve self-sufficiency in white
meats by 88 percent, in eggs by 82 percent, in milk products by 11 percent, and
in red meats by 6 percent, As indicated in the study, Bahrain will achieve
self-sufficiency in eggs by 65 percent, in white meats by 62 percent, in milk
products by 20 percent, and in red meats by 2.6 percent. [Text] [GF071145
Manama WAKH in Arabic 0534 GMT 7 Apr 84]

BAHRAINI AMIR'S UK VISIT--Abu Dhabi, 9 April (WAM)--The newspaper AL-WAHDAH ex-
pressed hope that the efforts made by the GCC countries to end the Iraqi-Iranian
war will be successful so that peace and security will prevail in the region.
In its commentary today on the visit of Bahraini Amir His Highness Shaykh 'Isa
ibn Salman Al Khalifah to Britain tomorrow--which, as it has been announced,
will deal with ending the Iraqi-Iranian war--the paper said. Bahrain's move
with her sisters in the GCC, in these critical circumstances, will give great
importance to the necessity for an immediate end to this war, the continuation
of which is threatening the region with the greatest dangers. The newspaper
stressed that the continuation of the Gulf war is not in the interest of the
two warring countries, as it exhausts great resources and wastes priceless
blood as well as fully opening the door for the intervention of the colonialist
powers under the pretext of preserving their interests in the Gulf region.
[Text] [GF090848 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0612 GMT 9 Apr 84]
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ARMENTAN AFFAIRS

"PEOPLE'S TRIBUNAL' TO BE CONVENED IN PARIS 'TO TRY TURKEY'
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 8 Mar 84 pp 1, 4

[Text] Armenians announced that they plan to institute a people's tr1buna1
in Paris and to try Turkey.

Dikran Kuyumjian, professor of Armenian history at the University of Cali- ¢ .
fornia, held a press conference in Los Angeles and said that they intend to
hold a People's Tribunal in Paris on 13-16 April during which events of 1915
will be discussed. He added that the 3 days' hearings will cost $80,000 and
that already committees have been formed to collect the money. Kuyumjian
revealed that the People's Permanent Tribunal based in Rome, the Minority
Rights Group of France, Survival International of the Federal Republic of
Germany and Cultural Survival, Inc in the United States would also 11ke to
take part in the deliberations on the Armenian issues.

Kuyumjian said that, after hearing the testimonies of scholars and witnesses’
representing the Armenians and the Turks about the Armenian affairs, the
Tribunal will feach a decision. Kuyumjian further stated that some of the

60 illustrious members of the People's Tribunal are Nobel Prize laureates.
Twelve of the 60 will be chosen to study Armenian affairs in Paris. Among

the Nobel Prize laureates are the American biologist George Wald, the Colom-
bian writer Gabriel Garcia Marquez, the Algerian jurist Amar Bentoumi, the
peace prize winner Irishman Sean McBride, and the French mathematician Laurent
Schwartz. According to Kuyumjian, about 30 Armenian organizations in France
are working around the clock to prepare the documents for the trial, presided
over by Gerard Chaliand, the French professor of political science. Kuyumjian
stated that already $40,000 has been collected, to cover half the cost of the
Tribunal.

Kuyumjian further stated that Turkey has been invited to send a representative
to defend its views in Paris. He added that Stanford Shaw, professor of
Turkish history at UCLA, has also been invited to defend the Turkish case.

On this question, Kuyumjian gave the following explanation: "If the invited
persons fail to show up, the Court will appoint its own officials and will
demand that they present the Turkish point of view."

Kuyumjian summed up his press conference with these words: '"At the end of a
3-day session, a decision will be made concerning the Armenian massacres and
most likely Turkey will be found guilty before world public opinion and will
be condemned."
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS

BRIEFS

IDB DEPOSITS—-In spite of the fact that the Islamic Development Bank (whose
headquarters is in Jiddah) has stopped promoting its plan for the mobilization
of resources and has recently stopped accepting large deposits, its investment
deposits have increased during the last 3 years to the point where, by the
end of 1983, they totalled about 150 million Islamic dinars. By way of
comparison, in 1981 these deposits totalled 43.8 million Islamic dinars, and
in 1982 they amounted to a total of 50 million Islamic dinars. This increase
was. caused by the creation of a large surplus of liquidity, and this is a
circumstance which emerged due to the increase in capital subscriptions since
the beginning of the year 1402 A.H. (1982)--during a period of time when
operations conducted by the bank in the field of foreign trade did not match
this increase in liquidity. Another thing which contributed toward this
increase was the fact that the bank accepted large deposits in its investment
deposit program, but was unable to expand its operations. This resulted in

a decrease in the bank's participation in commercial operations and conse-
quently resulted in a decrease in its profits which could be transferred to
the profit and loss account. For this reason, the bank directors discussed

a number of options which they had for solving the problem of accepting

large deposits. One of these options was that of completing the arrangements
for the investment of liquidity in accordance with the principles of Islamic
law. The first step in this direction will soon be taken in the form of the
investment of 5 million pounds sterling in the Saudi International Bank in
conjunction with commercial transactions involving commodities. Another
option involves combining [the resources of] prospective investors wishing

to increase their participation in operations involving the financing of
foreign trade for their own countries. If the Islamic Development Bank
engages in this activity, it will be playing the role of middleman in order
to facilitate the arrangements and procedures. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL

in Arabic No 367, 3 Mar 84 p 451 9468
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ALGERIA

BRIEFS

CSSR ECONOMIC COOPERATION--Algiers, 4 April 84 (APS)--Works of the [number in-
distinct] session of the Algero-Czechoslovak Joint Committee for the Economic,
Scientific and Technical Cooperation ended yesterday with the signature of a
proceedings by the two co-presidents Messrs Mohamed Aberkane, deputy minister
in charge of external commerce and Bohumil Urban, Czechoslovak minister of ex-
ternal commerce. The proceedings expect a still more significant cooperation
of relations between Algeria and Czechoslovakia. In this regard the two sides
agreed upon the principle of the negotiation of a new accord of the economic
cooperation destined to finance the achievement of projects in different sec-
tors of the Algerian economy. [Text] [LD042253 Algiers APS in English 1015 GMT
4 Apr 84]
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EGYPT

ECONOMIC WRITER SUGGESTS PUBLICIZING DOMESTIC PROBLEMS
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 10 Feb 84 p 7
/Article by Salah Muntasir: "Just Politics: Our Problems on the Aix!'/

[Text/ Let us assume that television did not carry the details of the
Africa basketball championship held in Alexandria last December directly on
the air. Could the response and empathy which arose between millions of
Egyptians and the team which won the championship, and its fighting stars,
have occurred?

Could any other medium besides television have succeeded in charging mil-
lions of Egyptians with the currents of partisanship and excitement that
coursed through everyone's spirits and made them burn ardently with love
for Egypt? '

Let us assume that television did not do what it did when the central water
main in Giza suddenly broke more than a year ago, did not move its cameras
and cameramen to the site of the broken main, and did not interrupt its reg-
ular programs every 3 or 4 hours to broadcast a detailed live picture from
the site of the main, of the suffering officials were going through in the
middle of the sea of water in which they found themselves, and the great
effort they were exerting. Could we have reached the hundreds of thousands
of citizens who resided in Giza and whose water was cut off, although not a
one of them dared to open his mouth with a word of protest, or even express
any feeling of discomfort?

What caused the citizens to react excitedly to the basketball and volleyball
teams and all the games that have been played in the name of Egypt, which
have enriched millions of people in homes and streets in the name of Egypt?

What made the inhabitants of Giza bear in silence the cutoff of water from
their homes, because it saw and monitored and was clearly, truthfully, and
without embellishment aware of what was going on? When the masses keep
abreast of an event, whatever its effects might be, that must uplift these
masses to bear their responsibilities ad give them the power of boldness to
sacrifice and be able to confront sacrifice., However, if the true picture
is hidden from the masses, and these masses are prevented, under the



justification of any reason, from sharing in knowledge, dialogue and follow-
up, the gap between them and the government will remain great, the tree of
the crisis of confidence between the two will grow, and one of the repeated
records which we have grown bored of hearing will be that of the failure to
appreciate what the government agencies are doing, the indifference of the
masses and the fact that one hand cannot clap, It is true that a single
hand cannot clap., However, it can wave in the air, expressing a phenomenon
of protest or distress, One obvious phenomenon in our life is that we are
now speaking about what government does not do, while we do not talk about
what government does do. We are in a state of permanent protest against the
government, while the government considers that justice requires that we
judge it by what it itself does and what the masses which must take part and
bear their responsibilities do not do!

Since the present is the outcome of the past, and the future is the product
of the present, a look back at the period of -authoritarian rule will show us
that the most conspicuous mistakes of that period are that it killed or
stifled the freedom to think, the freedom to aspire, the freedom to take risk
and the freedom to choose between right and wrong in the individual.

The government is the cogitative mind for all the problems the citizens face,
and the executive agencies, at whose summit is the ruler, are responsible
for providing the citizens' needs in the form of food, clothing, housing,
education, medical treatment and so forth.

At the beginning the government could realize this, because it resorted to
nationalizations and confiscation without real compensation, which of course
provided the public treasury an abundant income. However,after a substantial
period of time, the government had to confront:

Increasing demands from the citizens in various fields,

Deficiencies in these masses' performance and production as a natural result
of the suppression of their individual initiative, which is the greatest
dynamo prompting any citizen to double his efforts and sacrifice.

Then, events and errors deteriorated alongside that, and that led to the
1967 defeat, one of whose results was a major error, which could be summar-
ized by the government's effort to beg for the approval of the citizen and
divert him from his vexations and concerns, to the point of ignoring all the
excesses that this citizen began to commit against the laws and conduct of
discipline, morality, sanitation, traffic, morals and other things, leading
to the most serious disease to afflict modern Egyptians,which is the disease
of the terrible inflation of the glands of indifference and a miserable
poverty of general sense of responsibility,

No government, no matter how rich it might be, can act at a distance from
the masses, and the masses, no matter how great their devotion might be, can
feel solidarity and attachment to a government if it has not participated
truly and seriously in the problems they are facing.



As far as Egypt is concerned, I can say, without any exaggeration, that the
talk about our problems has become boring and twisted, because we all know
about these problems. In fact, I am not going beyond the truth if I add
that there are volumes of works of research and studies related to every
problem.

Nonetheless, neither do citizens confirm that the gbvernment is exerting ef-
forts for the sake of solving the problems, nor does the government sense
the fairness it believes it deserves from the citizens. Let us state most
frankly that a crisis of confidence still exists,

If I were asked about the most important causes for this, I would immediate-
ly say that it was because the government is still afraid to face the masses
with the necessary measures which the treatment of their problems will re-
quire, it is still afraid to get close to issues which now constitute great
importance in the life of the masses, and it is still saying things which
the citizens do not sense as reality in the market of transactions.

Statements can bring down the prices of any commodity, can build thousands
of dwellings, can provide all kinds of drugs in the pharmacies, and can as-
sert discipline in the flow of different forms of transportation, but the
daily transaction market unfortunately deals with a state of affairs in
which prices are escalating week after week, youths and thousands of people
are suffering from the crisis of housing, and citizens are "dizzy' as they
run from pharmacy to pharmacy in search of a missing drug which constitutes
a matter of life and death, such as some machines for diabetes and the heart.

The more statements are made and the more citizens feel they are violated in
the daily transaction market, the greater the gap of the lack of confidence
between the citizen and the government grows,

The question is, since we have tried dozens of attempts to discuss our prob-
lems in the ministries, the general and branch committees and sub-committees,
the Council of Ministers, the consultative assemblies, the national councils,
and all kinds of councils, why don't we try discussing them on the air, in
the presence and with the participation of the people directly?

The people are the ones who are concerned with the problem, and they alone
are the ones who must solve it. How can we impose the solution on them with-
out having them contribute directly vivid, clear, truthful knowledge in
grasping all sides of the problem?

Why don't we try to grasp all of our problems and present them as an issue
to be discussed before the eyes of the millions through television?

For example, the issue of bread, the issue of the price of meat, the issues
of various supply commodities, the issues of oversight by the people, and
so on and so forth.



There are four main parties for every issue: the producer, the distributor,
the consumer and the government; why shouldn't we present all the issues
common to them through a confrontation among the parties involved, without
fear, sensitivity or complexes, but rather out in the open, in front of all
the millions who, I believe, indeed can almost categorically state, will live
through the problem, have a deep understanding of it, and vie with one anoth-
er to carry out what is agreed on?

While secrecy is the most important weapon for preparing a government for
war and combat, and the citizen must not know the reality of what is going
on militarily, indeed must delegate his leaders to take the decisions and
measures they consider appropriate to achieve victory in the end, openness
is the most important weapon for building up the state in peacetime, since
every citizen becomes a soldier in this construction and is the greatest
overseer of its consummation,

We can actually try to discuss our problems concerning the issue of young
people and religion on the air, as I envision it, in another manner; we al-
ready made numerous attempts in this, and the situation finally prompted us
to settle for discussing them on the air without complexes or fear. The re-
sult was that millions of homes now await this discussion every Friday and
are now realizing, evaluating, and weighing matters through various criteria
besides the ones that they had used before the discussion of this issue was
put on the air, '

In regard to the issues of the setting of the prices of supply commodities,
the general verdict of the masses is that all producers and merchants are
thieves, exploiters and bloodsuckers. There might be some truth to that,
but it is certainly not the whole truth, In addition to exploiters and
bloodsuckers there are many honorable people, but the failure to confront
the issue in the light of day, before the millions, with its hidden facts,
of necessity leads to this generalization which the masses are uttering and
in which they turn every merchant into a bloodsucker.

In confronting many problems of commodity and supply prices, the government
might consider it necessary to adopt decisive measures to put an end to the
problem, but it avoids them or escapes from them into other measures which
are not decisive, out of fear of the anger of the masses,

The masses have the right to be angry if they are not frankly shown the
truth, if they hear statements which diagnose the ailment in a self-contra-
dicting manner, or if they are surprised by decisions they have not existed
with and whose reasons they have not come to feel understanding for. That
might explain the secret of the demonstration which took place in Tunisia
and later in Morocco when the masses were surprised by the doubling of bread
prices overnight, because the masses had not lived with the problem. All
they were told was that the government would not raise the price and that it
was anxious over the comfort of the citizens and price subsidies, then sud-
denly there was the decree by which the government surprised the people, a



decree raising prices. The natural response was the people's uprising and
response to the government through excitability and demonstrations, because
dialogue between them was lacking or proceeded on two contrary paths.

More than that, and more important, such discussions on the air would cer-
tainly relieve the government of a feeling of fear of discussing issues
which the masses are talking about but the government is afraid to take de-
cisions on. The masses, those whose interests are involved, have the right
to be the ones to make the decisions on these decrees.

For example, there is the issue of the relationship between owners and ten-
ants of agricultural land in the rural areas, Would anyone deny that the
whole rural area is talking about this issue, and that it affects its social
relations and productive capabilities?

The government might have an excuse for not adopting a decisive decision on
this issue, but how long will the issue continue to be frozen, with its in-
creasing grave effects? There also is the relationship between the owners
and tenants of old buildings in the cities; discussions on that are going on
everywhere among the masses; why don't we bring them out into the light of
day, before all the parties they concern and infringe upon?

There is the issue of graduates and public jobs, the government's responsi-
bility in its commitment to make appointments, and the need to change the
structure of labor in the government., That is an issue which the government
might feel embarrassment in discussing in closed rooms, but discussing it out
on the air, with the participation of all parties, will eliminate this em-
barrassment.

I know that this might constitute a new experiment, but it is a necessary
one, if all the accumulated complexes which have made the government the
guardian of the citizens, and have kept the citizens from being participants,
or understanding what they must know about their problems, are to be uprooted
from within ourselves,

It might be said that the Hearing Committee in the People's Assembly actually
does hear the parties to various issues, such as the issue of traffic in the
city of Cairo. That is true, but how many people have attended and heard
this discussion? What commitment does any party have to the discussions

that are going on? '

The television set is the most dangerous instrument in this era. By this
instrument, it is possible to move the masses and master their insights,
The government alone does not have the solution, nor are the masses alone
able to find the solution, without the government.

Our problems on the air: let us try them out.

We must have confidence in these masses and in their abilities, and if they
are a patient who has to be cured, let us take the patient into the operating
room with open eyes, an aware intelligence and perception.



Let us realize, discuss and speak, and when we become aware we can take
part. When we take part we can help the government with every decision it
reaches, and there will be no auctioneers or opportunities for people who
traffic in people's pains and sufferings to increase the darkness of our
night and the despair and frustration of our future!

11887
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EGYPT

EDITORIAL FLAYS ESCALATING MEDICAL EXPENSES
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 10 Feb 84 p 17

/Article- "A Serious Fact Which We Are Raising before the Doctors' Union:
The Rates and Costs of Private Treatment in 12,000 Clinics and 282 Hospitals
Now Are 10 Times Greater Than the 'List"ﬂ/

/Text/ Finally, after much suffering from patients, and great supercilious-
ness on the part of many official parties, private treatment rates in Egypt
have been put on the table for discussion and review by two official bodies
at the same time,

The first is the Doctors' Union, which deserves thanks because its preoccupa-
tion with the elections has not prevented it from speaking suddenly about the
issue after keeping silence on it for 14 years, continuing to justify that

by issuing a list of maximum tariffs for doctors and costs of private treat-

ment of Egyptian patients., It is not the union's fault that no one has com-

mitted himself to that 11st since the day it was 1ssued in 1970,

The second is the Health Committee in the People's Assembly, which is headed
by the head of the Doctors' Union and also abruptly mentiomed its duty on
the need to hold hearings on the problem of doctors' rates, which is exacer-
bated, now that it has gone beyond the bounds of the ability to pay, not just
of people with limited and average incomes but also affluent people! These
are the discussions in which the view that triumphed was the one that held
that the government not intervene in setting doctors' rates or the costs of
private treatment, out of fear over the effect on investment treatment pro-
jects which offer exceptional medical service, and that one content oneself
by getting the government to resort to expanding and improving treatment and
insurance services, in order to create "elements of a balance' with private
treatment in Egypt, and then compel it to lower its rates and costs in a
country whose constitution essentially guarantees the right of free treat-
ment for all citizens.

What are the facts behind this 'delayed confrontation” with the problem?

To what extent can it succeed this time in suppressing the inflation which
has raised the amounts on the latest invoice for treating patients in a
private hospital for a period of just 2 months, to 25,000 pounds?
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Can Egypt regain the large numbers of people it has lost who used to come
to the country on '"medical tourist activity' but in recent years have
started to go to European capitals, where resources are greater, services
are better and costs are lower, and, let me absolutely not state, expertise
is greater?

In an official Ministry of Health memorandum, which broaches the issue in
spite of its gravity, in spite of its extreme embarrassment, this acknowledg-
ment appears:

"Doctors' tariffs and board and service rates in private medical installa-
tions have trended upward. That is an acceptable trend in terms of principle,
if one is to keep abreast of the rise in the costs of other services and pro-
ducts, but as a result of the nature of medical service and the psychologic-
al state of the patient, complaints concerning the rise in rates for examina-
tions and treatment exceed complaints about the rise in costs of other ser-
vices which might not constitute a pressing human need among citizens. Above
and beyond that, some doctors go to unjustifiable excess in assessing fees,
In addition, the rates for board and services in private hospitals have
reached a level which citizens of average incomes, and even affluent citi-
zens, are incapable of supporting.”

When the Ministry of Health acknowledges these excesses in rates and costs
of private treatment in Egypt, it is taking absolute account of the rise in
costs of construction of single treatment beds, which come to 50,000 pounds
per bed, including construction and equipment expenses.

The issue therefore is in no way a desire to limit the activity of invest-
ment treatment projects or to display enmity toward private treatment in
Egypt. Rather, the goal, which is a genuine government responsibility, is
just to confront the rates and costs of private service when they go beyond
"feasible compensation' to the point of "grinding exploitation,"

When the Ministry of Health most correctly acknowledges that the 1970 list
of rates is no longer suitable for the level of private treatment in Egypt
at present, that does not at all mean that the shocking rise which the wages
of doctors, especially the senior ones, has attained is an "acceptable
alternative'" to a list of wages which is no longer acceptable,

Comparisons underline a blatant discrepancy:

While we can say, for instance, that the 1970 list of rates set for an exam-
ination in the clinic at 3 pounds, an examination at home at 5 pounds, and
participation in a consultation at 10 pounds, in the case of doctors who were
professors or their equivalent, and that these wages are no longer acceptable
at all and were not honored in their time, it is equally unacceptable that

the rates on the list should multiply 10 times over, so that the rate for an
ordinary examination comes to 30 pounds and that for an urgent examination

to 50 pounds., The section on 'urgent examinations,'" which have become the
rule in the case of some senior physicians, while others become the exception,
did not essentially appear on the list!
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While the 1970 list set the maximum rate for the biggest operations requiring
special skills at 120 pounds for professors and their equivalent, when they
carried them out on class one patients, and the figure dropped to 80 pounds
for specialists--operations of types which the list specified including

heart valves, removal of malignant tumors, installation of artificial joints,
and detached retinas--we will state that these rates are no longer just or
logical and that it is no longer just or logical that they now come to the
thousands.

The issue therefore in no way involves adherence to a list of rates which

was suitable when it was issued 14 years ago but rather the fact that they
have proceeded to multiply at least 10 times over. It is impossible to claim
that the prices and costs of services have multiplied at that rate, or any-
‘thing close to it, in the years which have passed since the issuance of a

. list of rates which never was honored!

. In coping with this blatant discrepancy between rates of doctors on 'the
‘list," and their wages in the '"clinics,” we hear senior doctors charge that
they have no way to limit the pressure on them, which oppresses them greatly
and greatly stifles opportunities for other doctors as well, except to in-
crease the rates many times over, That is an acceptable charge in appearance,
as is said in the legal expression, but it is to be rejected in substance,
There are states of illness which are so serious and sensitive that the people
suffering from them must have the opportunity to receive just rates from
people with long technical experience, It is always possible to pave the way
for these cases alone if we adopt the gradual progression of rates in effect
abroad covering general practitioners, specialists and senior professors who
have rich experience but are not themselves rich.

However, other people belittle the importance of the whole issue. We say
that the government hospitals contain 51,000 beds now; no less than 100 mil-
lion patients visit these a year and they do not incur the lowest rate of
private treatment rates and costs. That is not to speak of the 3 millionm,

at least, who are covered by insurance treatment outside the low-cost treat-
ment outlets which the government has expanded in order to cope with the in-
crease in private treatment. This is all true, but it cannot remove from
consideration the fact that there are just 2.1 beds per 1,000 patients, while
the rate previously was 2.3 beds per 1,000 patients--that is, that the con-
struction of treatment beds is not keeplng abreast of the surging population
increase, not to mention the fact that there are 79 government hospitals
which have gone beyond the stipulated 30 years of their hypothetical life

and the different forms of shortcomings which it is impossible to ignore in
free treatment services, in spite of efforts which have sincerely been made
to improve them. The upshot of all this is that tremendous numbers of
patients must voluntarily or under compulsion seek recourse to private treat-
ment involving approximately 12,500 clinies, more than three quarters of
which are in Cairo, Giza and Alexandria,

Private hospitals, according to the data available to the Ministry of Health,
come to 282 in number and contain 7,916 beds, This number, as the Ministry




of Health stated in its memorandum on private treatment in Egypt, constitutes
"10 percent of the total treatment beds in Egypt, although the proportion of
services these beds offer is several times greater than this numerical pro-
portion, as a result of their high rate of occupancy, the short period of
stay and the high turnover of beds in them.,"

In the light of these facts, one must therefore not belittle the volume of
dealings with private treatment in Egypt and the issue this also becomes

one of the "proliferation' of patients actually suffering from high private
treatment fees and not just an issue of a "paucity" of people who are essen-
tially affluent, as some people wish to portray it, so that therefore there
is no justification for defending them!

In any event, the issue now in the first place is the responsibility of the
Doctors' Union in carrying out Article Two of Law 45 for 1969 which stipu-
lates, as one of the areas of specialization of the union ''participation in
the organization of health services in private clinics and treatment -instal-
lations in the context of socialist concepts,' Article 28 which stipulates
the union's duty to "examine matters related to the assessment of doctors'
tariffs," and Article 46, which makes it mandatory that the union board 'set .
out a schedule of maximum tariffs which doctors should receive for cases of .
consultation, treatment and surgical operations, with the provision that

this schedule be approved by the Ministry of Health."

11887 ,
CSO: 4504/210
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MAURITANTA

WORK OF 'PROFESSIONAL DESTABILIZERS' CITED
AB161510 Nouakchott Domestic Service in French 1430 GMT 15 Mar 84
[Station commentary]

[Summary from poor reception] '"The methods of destabilization are being de-
veloped and improved but the techniques remain the same and in conformity with
a clear objective-~the creation of doubt in the minds of the people, the under-
mining of their confidence, and the disparagement of the country's institutions
through attacks on the credibility and morality of men in posts of responsibil-
ity." This psychological work is completed by the launching of a field action
by professional destabilizers attempting to provide a massive reaction from

the people in order to overthrow the existing institutions.

"Some concordant reports and significant facts make us believe that some pro-
fessional destabilizers have chosen our country as a testing ground for these
techniques. The process has been launched and the signs are now visible.
Rumors have been circulating and are being fed every day with new substances.
Imagination is running wild. Only yesterday, there were rumors of an imminent
racial confrontation." There were even reports of racial clashes in certain
localities in the interior of the country.

"The patriotic reaction of the Mauritanian people and the indifference and con-
tempt with which they received these rumors did not, however, discourage the
professional destabilizers." They immediately found a new ground of maneuver
by getting hold of a commonplace incident which they distorted--the conclusion
of an agreement between a local bank and one of its clients within the context
of efforts to recover bank loans, which is a priority defined by the CMSN.

Our recognition of the SDAR immediately drew the attention of the professional
destabilizers who adversely commented on it in order to create a division
within the national leadership. '"The most recent event, of course, was the
recent cabinet reshuffle and the changes which have occurred within the armed
forces; by strengthening the armed forces command, these changes have disrupted
the plans of the partners in destabilization. In order to give more chances
of success to their internal agents as well as to tarnish the image of
Mauritania abroad, these partners did not hesitate to use the foreign press
which they flooded with false reports concerning the situation in Maruitania
which, according to them, is characterized by bad management, corruption, and
misery."




The professional destabilizers seem to believe in the success of their enter-
prise. They recently resorted to their henchmen to provoke street agitations
by children., "All Mauritanians who have chosen to enroll themselves as mer-
cenaries against their own country will be treated as they deserve. As for
their foreign partners, they will finally understand that Mauritania is not
the poor and feeble country they imagine. The Mauritanian people, under the
leadership they have chosen, are determined to safeguard the independence,
sovereignty, unity, and freedom of the Mauritanian nation,”

CSO: 4500/56
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MOROCCO

COAL IMPORTS REPORTED
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 24 Feb 84 pp 4-5

[Unsigned article]

[Text] To reduce fuel consumption, more than 300,000 tons of coal will be
imported in 1984, and nearly 1 million tons next year. But large
installations will be built.

More than 12,000 tons of coal imported essentially for the Gharb Sugar Plants
in 1974, more than 250,000 tons imported for power plants and cement plants in
1983, and no less than 1 million tons forecast for 1985; three figures which
pinpoint the extraordinary increase in Morocco's consumption of imported coal.

"The idea of gradually converting the large energy consuming industries from
oil to coal was born following the second oil shortage and the National Energy
Savings Conference at the end of 1979," explains Mounir Aouad, director
general of SOCCOCHARBO, the only Moroccan coal importer.

If the government, and consequently the major users of energy products, have
opted for this return to coal just like other countries which lack large
energy resources, it is because the "coal option" for equal heating power has
a certain economic attraction compared to the black gold.

The difference currently is 30-40 percent in favor of coal, payable in
precious currency, since these two fuels must be imported until our country,
which has various energy resources, becomes self-sufficient. "Morocco does
indeed produce very high quality anthracite in its Jerada mines," Mr Aocuad
points out, "and although 95 percent of this production is being used, it
remains limited and cannot meet the growing market demand for the intermediate
term. With a production of 751,000 tons in 1983, the Moroccan Coal Mines
cannot possibly supply the power plants, cement plants, sugar plants, as well
as home needs, especialy since starting in the 1970's, nearly 85 percent of
the production is consumed on the spot by the Jerada Thermal Power Plant."
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Coal and coke importations in 1983

I Coal
ONE _ 151,712
Cement plants 53,598
Sugar plants 10,482
Others 500
Total 216,292
II Petroleum coke
Cement plants o 35,160
IITI Cokes
Sugar plants ’ 15,456
Zellidja Smelter 9,879
Other smelters : 4,578
Total . . 29,913
Grand total ‘ 281,365

Importations by harbor

Casablanca
Coal 174,822
Petroleum coke 35,160
Cokes o 13,668
Total 223,650
Tangier . -
Coal ) ; 10,482
Cokes 5,366
Total o 15,848
Nador
Coal ’ 30,988
Cokes 10,879
Total 41,867

The soaring oil prices, and the recommendations of the Interministerial
Commission for A National Energy Plan, have caused those in charge of the
energy sector to seriously consider the imported coal alternative. As .
Mr Aouad has said, we must admit that we have a certain gap, and that we have
lost at least two years, but nevertheless this option is unanimous and
everyone accepts the fact that coal is indeed rising from its ashes.

The first step was taken by the National Electricity Office (ONE) with a 1981

decision to convert to coal two of the four 150 MW generators at the new
Mohammedia Power Plant that was being built.
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In 1982, the same office decided to reconvert to coal the two 30 MW generators
at the Roches Noires Power Plant in Casablanca, thus returning to a fuel
already used ten years earlier, and one for which the plant had been designed.

A first contract was signed with SOCCOCHARBO for 240,000 tons of coal from Pays
des Galles, which began to be delivered in September 1982.

The industries' interest in coal conversion was motivated by the need to
economize through lower energy costs. It is clear that in order to achieve
. this conversion, most of those units (power plants and cement plants,
essentially) are forced to make large investments that are very costly at
times. But in return, they had expected certain advantages from the state,
which is itself benefiting from a lighter energy bill in terms of currency
savings.

Among these advantages, users asked that coal be aligned with oil products for
tax purposes. This has been done in part, since the customs duties for this
fuel, which were set at 10 percent, have been eliminated on 15 August 1983.

After ONE, two cement plants with a coal history followed suit: CADEM in
Meknes with an addition of anthracite from Jerada in mid-1982, and then with
imported petroleum coke and coal in 1983, and LAFARGE in Casablanca starting
in June 1983.

The annual consumption of the cement plants is about 100,000 tons for CADEM
(one-third coal and two-thirds petroleum coke, an oil refining residue) and
80,000 tons for LAFARGE.

Burner heat for coal is nearly 40 percent cheaper than for oil, points out

Mr Aouad, who adds that "the difference is likely to increase with the
reduction of the special importation tax at the beginning of the year. This
difference would have been greater if our harbor infrastructures had not been
limited and had followed the trend, as I will have an opportunity to mention
later, when we will discuss this problem, which I consider vital and which is
a serious shortcoming."

Future Conversions and Harbor Problems

The million ton objective is for next year, although some people did not
believe it, just as they did not belleve that Morocco would import 250,000
tons in 1983, -

But let us scan the prospects for the future before examlnlng the means to be
implemented for ach1ev1ng them.

We have already mentloned the conversion of the two generators, III and IV, at
the Mohammedia Power Plant, which will have an annual consumption of 700,000
-to 800,000 tons, nearly one-half of it beginning in 1985, since the starting
date and tests are planned for the second half of the year.

In addition, there are the cement industry conversions, with:
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The Agadir Cement Plant'which in the process of converting, and which will in
principle start using coal next October, with an annual consumption of 60,000
to 90,000 tons.

The Oriental Cement Plant (CIOR), which will operate with coal starting in
1985 with an annual consumption of nearly 150,000 tons.

The Tangier and Tetouan Cement Plants, which have confirmed their intention to
convert to coal during the second half of 1985, with nearly 50,000 tons per
year.

Others will probably also follow the trend, ASMENT at Temara and ASMAR at
Marrakech, which have just started consultations for a coal plant and are also
studying the p0551b111ty of conversion to gas from Meskala, CINOUCA

(LAFARGE II), and so on.

Adding it all up, we COMe‘up with‘a figure of nearly 1.5 million tons at the
beginning of 1986.

The rapid increase in importatiohs we have experienced, requires logistics
that will keep up with it, and that is our weakness; by logistics, I mean the
harbor infrastructures.

Up to now, we made do with on-board facilities, and I would say that it has
been a real achievement to have unloaded nearly 250,000 tons in Casablanca in
1983, with equipment that is not appropriate for such quantities, and with a
channel depth limiting loads to a maximum of 15,000 tons.

This results in freight overcharges and harbor waiting times which we
unfortunately have to pay in currency.

Beginning last year, we had to direct some coal and coke qualities toward
Nador and Tangier to relieve the load on Casablanca. But the problem
threatens to worsen if urgent steps are not taken by Equipment.

Plans had been made to add to Casablanca's installations and turn Mohammedia
into a coal harbor as part of its expansion. The responsible agencies opposed
this approach on the grounds that coal is polluting for this small tourist and
recreational town.

The selection then fell on Jorf Lasfar, to install a coal terminal alongside
its phosphate and other chemical product piers. Studies have been carried out
since 1982 to equip the terminal with superstructures that could receive up to
40,000 tons in a first phase, and that would be ready at the same time as the
power plant in 1985. But the final choice of equipment has not yet been made,
leading to the assumption that the terminal will not be operational before
1986. The timing with the power plant's start up will certainly not be
successful.
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But what solution can be expected in such a situation? Mr Aouad continues:
"Anything is possible as long as you have the will and the means. If it was
possible to rebuild the Hotel Casablanca in 100 days, why not the Coal Pier at
the Port of Casablanca in 300 days? In any case, we at SOCCOCHARBO have
raised the question and suggested rapid and inexpensive solutions to those in
charge at Equipment and at ONCF, which is also involved, to assure the
transportation of these large quantities of coal to various users, and to
provide a stopgap measure until the country is equipped with a real coal
terminal." '

In this light, Casablanca is in a position to bear a traffic of more than
1 million tons per year with a pier redesign, higher performance unloading
equipment, and why not, with dredging to increase its channel depth.
SOCCOCHARBO, in collaboration with RAPC, has been seriously studying this
alternative for the past few weeks. I would like to hope that this will
succeed soon, because we are finding the harbor agencies increasingly
sympathetic, and I remain optimistic.

As for us, we will act accordingly independently of circumstances, to supply
Mohammedia from Casablanca while awaiting Jorf Lasfar. We will be there in
-time, and we will succeed as soon as ONE gives us the green light," concluded
Mr Aouad.

11,023
Cs0: 4519/125
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MOROCCO

BRIEFS

SPAIN-MOROCCO HEALTH AGREEMENT--Rabat, 7 April (MAP)--A Moroccan-Spanish cooper-
ation agreement in the area of health was signed here Friday by the two coun-
tries ministers of public health, Dr Rahali Rahal and Mr Ernest Lluch Martin.
The agreement provides for the granting of Spanish scholarships to civil ser-
vants of the Moroccan Ministry of Public Health for their further training in
Spain and the setting up of a working group stemming from the Joint Moroccan-
Spanish Commission that will meet next May to explore the possibilities of
creating companies for the manufacturing and marketing of pharmaceutical pro-
ducts and medical equipment. [Excerpt] [Rabat MAP in English 1216 GMT 7 Apr 84]

CSO: 4500/56
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TUNISTA

CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES PASSES 1984 SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET
Tunis LE TEMPS in French 18 Mar 84 p 2

[Text] Le Bardo (TAP)--The Chamber of Deputies resumed its work yesterday,
continuing its examination of the proposed supplementary budget for 1984.

During the session, which was presided over by Mahmoud Messadi and attended
by several members of the government, the Chamber commenced its discussion
of the budget, article by article, with a total of 29.

Following the unanimous and uncontested adoption of Article 1 concerning the
increase in the overall amount of taxes, duties and receipts, whose collection
is authorized by the budget, as well as of Article 2, regarding the increase
in credits reserved for regular expenditures, the Chamber moved on to its
examination of the article on the special solidarity tax (CES).

During the discussion of this article, two deputies spoke, the first on the
tax exemption for farmers and the second on the increase in the special
solidarity tax.

Responding to these speeches, Salah Ben M'Barka, minister of finance, pointed
out that the agricultural sector already enjoys tax incentives in the form of
the direct tax, customs duties and fuel taxes. However, with respect to

taxes on revenue from production, he added, it was deemed fair to make farmers
bear a modest portion of the tax burden, subjecting them to the a tax whose
rate is between 3 and 6 percent of the total income from agricultural produc-
tion, in a concern for solidarity between the different categories of citizens.

The minister stated that all receipts from the agricultural tax do not ex-
ceed .9 percent of that sector's GNP.

When put to a vote, the article was unanimously passed, although there were
7 abstentions.

Articles 4, 5 and 6 on the tax on alcoholic beverages were unanimously
.adopted.

Article 6 attracted the attention of two deputies, one of whom wondered about
the possibility of increasing the share going to viticulturists from the sale
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of their products and the other asked whether the increase affecting alcoholic
beverages will be applicable to hotel and tourist establishments.

In his answer, the minister of finance said that in addition to the share
coming to them directly from the sale of their products, viticulturists
benefit indirectly from credits allocated by the govermment to the vineyard
fund.

He also stated that this tax on alcoholic beverages will be applicable to
consumption in hotel and tourist establishments, in keeping with the desire
expressed by members of the parliamentary committee during their examination
of the proposed budget.

Articles 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 on the same question were unanimously adopted.

Article 12 instituting a tax on travel abroad did give rise to speeches by
several deputies, however.

The latter mainly wondered about terms for the application of the article,
as well as exceptions provided benefiting certain categories of citizens.

Guaranteeing Tax Receipts

Explaining the provisions of this article in detail, Salah Ben M'Barka noted
that the new tax will be applicable to residents, whether Tunisian or foreign,
with the exception of students and Tunisian workers abroad who leave Tunisia
for the first time to go to their place of study or job.

Also exempted are pilgrims and persons going abroad for medical care for the
first time.

Concerning proposals made by certain deputies to extend the exception to
other professional categories such as newsmen and businessmen, the minister
said that it had been deemed necessary at the time the text was drafted to
see that exceptions would involve only cases of absolute need, this for the
purpose of guaranteeing the anticipated tax receipts.

Ben M'Barka also said that this new tax will be permanent because, he noted,
in addition to its effects on government receipts, it makes it possible to
achieve greater justice among citizens, insofar as it indirectly affects
persons who are well off.

Next, and upon the proposal of the minister of finance, it was decided that
the tax would go into effect on 29 March, following which Article 12 was
unanimously adopted.

Turning to the debate on Article 13, which provides for the placing of this
tax on any air or maritime travel in the form of a tax stamp, the deputies

who spoke emphasized the Maghrebian orientation of this article, which exoner-
ates land travel from this type of tax. They also proposed that all pre-
cautions should be taken to ensure the availability of stamps and that appli-
cation of the stamp in question on passports should be avoided. One of the
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speakers emphasized the existence of three categories of passports (special,
regular and diplomatic) and inquired into the category concerned by Article 13.

In response to these questions, the minister of finance pointed out that the
use of passports for the stamps will be temporary. Stamps will be placed on
the embarkation slips issued by the police.

The availability of stamps will be guaranteed, the minister added. These
stamps will be deposited along with receipts from places where tobacco is
sold and from exchange departments.

Salah Ben M'Barka then said that the new tax will be applied to all persons,
whatever their rank in the hierarchy of responsibilities.

Following passage of this article, the Chamber of Deputies began its debate
on the following article, which sets the amount of the tax on foreign travel
at 30 dinars.

Among the deputies speaking, some proposed the revision of this sum based on
a concern for social equality, the social situation of travelers and the
application of a formula of percentage considering the number of trips made,
the reason for the trip and the cost.

In his answer, the minister of finance pointed out that the institution of
this new tax and its current amount was based on its financial effect and the
revenue it would provide for the govermment's budget.

Nevertheless, an effort will be made to revise the tax out of an overall
concern for equality and social justice.

Halting Importation of Luxury Products

When Article 14 was submitted for a vote, it was passed by a vote of 62 to 3,
with 6 abstentions.

The following article enumerates the persons exempted from the tax. The
deputies who spoke during the debate recommended that other persons benefit
from the exceptions provided by Article 15, to wit, newsmen, considering the
importance of their missions abroad, athletic teams, cultural delegations and
persons accompanying those seeking medical care. One of the deputies proposed
the outright elimination of any kind of exception. In his answer, Salah Ben
M'Barka noted that use of exceptions provided for in Article 15 is retained
for urgent cases and those involving need. The minister also emphasized the
financial incidence of the article once again, observing that most persons
not concerned by exemptions are taken into consideration through the organ-
ization that sponsors them by paying the cost of their travel.

-Following passage of this article, the deputies examined Article 16. One of

the speakers indicated that the provisions of the article result in a double
taxation of corporate profits.

25



This tax, Ben M'Barka responded, is not considered as a production expense
and consequently cannot be exempted from taxation.

When subjected to a vote, Article 16 was unanimously passed.

The following article was also adopted, recommending the institution of an
additional tax on luxury items.

With respect to this article, which sets the rate of this tax at 10 percent,
certain speakers proposed an increase in the tax and recommended more efforts
to halt the importation of luxury items.

Such duties, the minister of finance said, are an additional tax joining
an old tax still in effect. '

The actual rate to be applied varies between 69 and over 400 percent, he added.

After pa831ng Articles 18, 19 and 20, the deputies undertook discussion of
Article. 21. One of the speakers reiterated "an old proposal" relating to
revision of the FCR formula for automobiles belonging to workers formerly:
working abroad, recommending the institution of a new tax. '

In hlsvanswer the minister of finance revealed that a decision had been made
on the review of this question and the application of Tunisian registration to
such vehicles. The following article provides for the creation of an addi-
tional tax to be applied on any registration operation in Tunisia of such
vehicles.

One of the speakers expressed his disagreement with any new tax on motorcycles
which, he said, are used by the lower-income classes and he proposed the out-
right elimination of this category of taxation.

The minister of finance accepted this proposal. A slight change was made in
this article, however, stipulating the 1nst1tut10n of an additional tax appli-
cable to large motorcycles. :

Following the adoption of Article 23, the deputies turned to the content of
the following article, pointing up the importance of incentives given to the
agricultural sector by the government in order to enable it to fulfill its
mission in the national development effort.

One of the speakers said that the provisions of this article were proposed
by the members of the finance and planning commission in order to lighten
limitations affecting work and farm production.

When submitted to a vote, the article in question was passed, with two deputies
abstaining.

Balanced Receipts

The Chamber then moved on to discussion of Article 25 on tariff duties.
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One deputy wondered about the effect of an increase in these import duties
on the cost of industrial production, to which the minister of finance re-
sponded that such effects would be minimal, especially with regard to imported
capital goods. Like Article 26, this article was also adopted unanimously.

Article 27, concerning abrogation of the provisions of Article 87 of the
budget of 30 December 1983, was unanimously passeéd. The same is true of
Article 28, which provides for the allocation to the General Compensation
Tund of 8 million dinars from the special solidarity tax.

Article 29, in contrast, gave rise to several speeches. The deputies who
spoke recommended avoiding new increases in the price of grain and by-products
in the course of 1984 and seeking other sources of financing in order to

cover the deficit of the Compensation Fund.

Responding to these speeches, Ben M'Barka emphasized that the report submitted
by the govermment to the parliamentary committee states that this supplementary
Budget was drafted based on an increase in the price of bread and meat so as
‘to amass the sum of 9 million dinars and thereby balance the receipts and
expenses of the General Compensatlon Fund.

Following these answers, the Chamber passed the last article with five votes
against it. When submitted for a vote, the supplementary budget was adopted
as a whole with two abstentions.

Following adoption of the proposed supplementary budget, the deputies took

up the examination of the bill concerning amendment of Law No 114 of 30 Decem-
ber 1983 concerning the development budget for fiscal year 1984, in three
articles. The first provides for a reduction in the overall package of
program credits of the government arid government departments from a total of
785,895,000 dinars to 780,288,000.

The second article recommends a drop in credits allocated to development
spending in the government budget from 924,000,000 to 914,000,000 dinars.

The third and last article provides for a reduction in payment credits and
committed credits relating to development spending in the govermment budget

as follows: budgetary commitments, a reduction from 155,000,000 to 128,000,000
dinars; payment credlts, a reduction from 924,000,000 to 914,000,000 d1nars.

Deputy Ahmed Chtourou was anxious to congratulate officials from the Ministry
of Finance for their efforts to draft these bills submitted for the examina-
tion of the Chamber of Deputies.

Speaking in turn, Ismail Khelil stressed the efforts made by the government
for the country's economic and social development, especially in the field

of employment. Documenting his remarks with figures, the minister emphasized
the importance of projects adopted for the purpose of ensuring the creation
of new jobs.
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In this connection, he announced next Monday's review of the integrated rural
development program by the technical committee.

The minister then stressed the importance of this program, which will be car-
ried out thanks to the financial aid of certain Arab funds, which will have a
positive effect on the employment of young people and on improving the living
conditions of many citizens.

When submitted to a vote, this bill was passed.

11,464
CSO: 4519/138
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TUNISIA

PROCEEDINGS OF CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES REPORTED
Paris LE MONDE in French 21 Mar 84 p 5
[Article by Michel Deure: ''Measures Passed To Aid Employment and Youth"]

[Text] Tunis--On Saturday, 17 March, the Chamber of Deputies passed the sup-
plementary budget which resulted in cancellation of the increase in the price
of bread and grain products initially included in the budget.

The measures drawn up to compensate for the 106 million dinars (1 dinar = 11.4
francs) which that decision cost (LE MONDE, 9 March) avoid basic products and,
according to the government, their impact on the price index would be limited
to 2.36 percent. While the poorest population groups should not suffer too
greatly, the measures would probably be hard to bear for many Tunisians who
are not truly wealthy but whose standard of living has steadily improved in
recent years and whose needs have also grown.

This mobilization of additional receipts involves, among other things,

the increase in the special solidarity tax (an additionmal 20 percent for the
license, 5 percent for wages in particular), an increase in import duties

on so-called luxury items (some will go as high as 400 percent), the institu-
tion of a 30-percent tax on travel abroad and on the adjustment of the prices
of some products, including wines and spirits, which will be as much as 118
percent higher. This will undoubtedly satisfy the supporters of a stricter
application of the principles of the Koran, but will not help tourism! Fuel
and tobacco prices had already been increased in February. In addition,
there will be reductions in some government spending.

The government also passed a whole series of provisions on employment and
youth, a large part of whom, often out of work, went out into the streets

in the December and January riots. Some 50,000 jobs are to be created this
‘'year, compared with 43,000 in 1983. An increase of 19 million dinars in the
initial budget was provided to finance rural development programs and the
opening of new national and regional projects. Some.l3 million dinars will
be allocated for youth employment, especially young people residing in com-
munal rural areas, for their training and apprenticeship.

This concern for improved integration into the different sectors of activity

of young people who, often feeling excluded from the new society, tend to
reject it with increasing virulence, if not violence, has been expressed over

29



and over by the government, especially in the past two months. Only recently,
in installing the new director of the Destourian Socialist Party in office,
Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali greatly emphasized the need to coordinate "the
ideas, programs and choices, on the one hand, and young people and their
concerns, on the other."

Guiga

Before ruling on the new budgetary provisions, the Chamber of Deputies had
designated from among its members the four judges and their three alternates
who will sit on the High Court of Justice to judge the case of former minister
of interior Driss Guiga, who is still abroad, and some of his collaborators
(LE MONDE, 15 March). In a message addressed to the deputies explaining the
reasons that led him to bring Guiga before that jurisdiction accused of high
treason, President Bourguiba stated that the latter had "deliberately fallen
into error." ' '

"In placing his personal interests over the country's higher interests," he
said, "he knowingly did harm to the country and to the prestige of the govern-
ment." In that document, which recounts the '"bread riots'" at length (official
figures show 84 dead and 938 wounded, including 590 civilians and 348 members
of the forces of law and order), he stated in particular that '"the command of
the police forces deliberately paralyzed the action of. its officers" and that
"the main responsibility lies with the former minister of interior.'" (These
conclusions are taken by Bourguiba from the report of the investigative com-
mission set up after the riots.) :

Speaking subsequently and while asserting that the referral of this matter to
the courts "does not stem from any search for a scapegoat or vengeance, but
from a position on history," Mzali stated the accusations: '"Men in power used
their positions to sow disorder and push the chief of state to change the cur-
rent government," he said in substance, going on to denounce the "conspirators"
who used the people's anger when they were in a position to prevent it.

The prime minister drew a parallel between the explosion at the beginning of
the year, "which was not an economic but political crisis," and the social
unrest of 1977 preceding the bloody events of 26 January 1978 aimed at under-
mining the regime. However, not only did he not question the leadership of
the workers' federation, the General Union of Tunisian Workers (UGTT) already
established for 6 years, but he expressed satisfaction with its latest posi-
tions against the recent wildcat strikes that broke out in different sectors.
The labor leaders, challenged more and more openly by young trade unionists,
have in fact decided that no trade union sector could henceforth call a strike
without the consent of the Executive Bureau, which has sole power to rule on
their timeliness.

11,464
CSO: 4519/138
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TUNISIA

SEIZURE OF AL-MUSTAQBAL, AL-MAGHRIB AL-'ARABI DENOUNCED
Tunis AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 3 Mar 84 p 3

[Article: "Authorities Seize Two Editions of AL-MAGHRIB AL-'ARABI and One
Edition of AL-MUSTAQBAL Illegally"/

[Text] The colleague members of the editorial staff of AL-MAGHRIB AL-'ARABI
announced in a press conference they held last Monday that they are compelled
to suspend the publication of their magazine temporarily in light of the
seizure of the paper in the printing press for the second time in 2 successive
weeks (editions No 90 & 91) without giving the paper staff any document
explaining this measure which has no legal basis other than the excuse of

the absence of the "paper's manager." This is in addition to the police raid
on the offices of LE MAGHREB on 24 February 1984 and to preventing anybody
from entering the offices.

The seizure has cost the paper's budget a loss of nearly 11,000 dinars, in
addition to the subsequent layoff of the paper workers and to depriving the
paper readers of their right to information from the source they choose.

This week, the government seized the latest edition of AL-MUSTAQBAL at 0300
on Thursday, 1 March, at the offices of its distributor in the capital,
according to what we have learned from the paper staff. It seems that the
police took the step of seizing the remaining copies from the vendors in the
country, according to the information received by the paper management. It
seems the seizure is confined to just this edition, as sources of the Ministry
of Interior have told one of the paper's officials.

On the occasion of the seizure of edition No 90 of LE MAGHREB, the Tunisian
Journalists Association issued a statement saying:

"Once again AL-MAGHRIB AL-'ARABI is subjected to this measure without any legal
justification and without the paper management being supplied with any docu-
ment notifying it of the decision, thus denying the management the legal
documents enabling it to take the matter to the judiciary.

"In light of this measure which has been added to similar previous measures,
the Journalists Association Bureau denounces the seizure decision and considers
it barmful to the freedom of the press and of information, especially since

the authorities have failed to find fault with the seized edition insofar as
undermining the law or posing a threat to public security are concerned.
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"Therefore, the Bureau demands that such practices be stopped and reminds anew
of the need to revise the press code so that we may insure for the information
sector the conditions of its growth and development and to put an end to the
arbitrary abuses and measures."

The family of AL~WAHDAH paper, which has experienced on previous occasions
seizure and suspension and has been faced with these unconstitutional practices
under the canopy of a law which all of the country's democratic forces agree

is an oppressive law that must be abolished in order to serve the freedom of
expression guaranteed by the country's constitution, denounces this measure
against LE MAGHREB and AL-MUSTAQBAL, expresses to their families its absolute
support in the common struggle that combines all the national democratic
forces and demands that the authorities concerned stop these oppressive and
provocative measures.

8494
CSO: 4504/226
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TUNISIA

THREE-MONTH SUSPENSION OF AL-MUSTAQBAL DENOUNCED
Tunis AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 10 Mar 84 p &4

[Article: "Suspension of AL-MUSTAQBAL for 3 Months Is Another Painful Blow
Against Free Press'/

[Text] The investigation magistrate notified AL-MUSTAQBAL, in the person

of its chief editor Said Naceur, last Wednesday afternoon of the decision to
suspend its publication for 3 months and to refer it to the courts on the
charge of '"publishing reports likely to undermine the public order.”" 1In
accordance with this measure, the AL-MUSTAQBAL was prohibited from issuing
its latest edition (edition No 156) which was already in the printing presses.

Thus, AL-MUSTAQBAL is the second paper after AL-MAGHRIB AL-'ARABI and the
second paper speaking on behalf of a legally recognized opposition party to

be subjected to such a measure in 1984, The first was AL-TARIQ AL-JADID which
is still suspended in accordance with a 6-month suspension decision.

Statement From Movement of Socialist Democrats

In the wake of the 3-month suspension of AL-MUSTAQBAL, the Political Bureau
of the Movement of Socialist Democrats has issued the following statement:

Since the popular uprising which shook the country at the beginning of this
year, oppressive measures and the suspension of independent and opposition
papers--the latest being AL-MUSTAQBAL, mouthpiece of the Movement of Socialist
Democrats--have been coming in succession. Thus, the regime is avoiding the
fundamental solutions needed for the deep-rooted crisis being experienced by
its society and is escalating its intransigence, its fettering of opposing
opinion and its distraction of the public opinion with general subsidiary
issues, failing to understand, despite the harsh experiences undergone by the
country in recent years, that the path of intransigence and of oppression is
a deadend that exposes the country to more and more serious upheavals that
threaten the country's long-range stability and independence.

The Political Bureau of the Movement of Socialist Democrats underscores the
retreat from the so-called open-door course and the undermining of the demo-
cratic gains, including the freedom of expression which is guaranteed by

~ the constitution. The Bureau expresses in the name of all strugglers its
strong protest of the oppressive measure embodied in suspending the publication
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of our paper, AL-MUSTAQBAL, for 3 months. It urges all the country's active
forces to understand the serious nature of the phase being undergone by our
country and to stand united in the defense of democracy and of free expression
so as to contribute to crystallizing the alternative and to bring about the
change that responds to the masses' aspirations in order to insure the
impregnability of the homeland and the dignity of Tunisia. The movement of
history will not be impeded by obstacles and barriers.

On our part, we cannot but denounce these measures that undermine the freedom

of expression and we demand that the authorities concerned stop such practices
and lift the barriers facing public and individual liberties.

8494 :
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TUNISIA

TRIALS, ARRESTS, SUSPENSION OF PAPERS DISCUSSED
Trial of Bechir Essid
Tunis AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 3 Mar 84 p 3

[Text] We have received an explanatory note on the trial of the general
secretary of the Arab National Grouping stating specifically:

The ruling authorities have hastened to refer brother Bechir Essid, the general
secretary of the Arab Nationalist Grouping Movement, to Tunis Court for trial
on 1 March 1984 on a number of charges, namely murder, looting, theft and
arson, undermining the dignity of the president of the republic, undermining the
the dignity of the members of the government, publishing premeditated false
reports intended to undermine public security and distributing leaflets
undermining public order and pertaining to the latest events. The charges are
made in accordance with sections 42, 43, 48, 49 and 62 of the press law.

These are serious charges that entail a prison term ranging from 35 months to
20 years and a fine of 520 dinars up to 9,200 dinars. In declaring this

clearly to its supporters, to the people and to public opinion, the Arab
Nationalist Grouping Movement urges all the active and democratic forces to
unite with it in denouncing this political trial that violates public liber-
ties and that undermines all the political, intellectual and social opposi-
tion movements and currents.

On this occasion, we declare to all that our movement's activity continues and
cannot be stopped by the government's positions nor by trials or persecution.

Arab Nationmalist Grouping Movement
We have also received a statement of support for Bechir Essid signed by 137
citizens who consider this trial a "trial against freedom and democracy" and

who demand that the government "stop pursuing and harassing him."

We have also received a statement of denunciation and of support on Bechir
Essid's trial saying:

"We, the undersigned,

"After familiarizing ourselves with the full details of the referral to the
courts of brother Bechir Essid, the general secretary of the Arab Nationalist
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Grouping Movement, and with the accompanying serious charges--we declare
our complete rejection of the charges and warn of the serious and inhumane
game on which the government departments are trying to embark in order to
cover their inability to deal with the new social, economic and political
reality emanating from the people in their entirety and embodied by the
Tunisian man-in-the-street on 13 January 1984 in his firm, confident and
resolute opposition to the irresponsible optionms.

"Therefore, we declare our unconditional support for the defense of brother
Bechir Essid, the general secretary of the Arab Nationalist Grouping Movement,
and for every living conscience that has confronted, even if only with the
sincere word, the serious current of indifference toward and of tampering
with the people's interests."

Total of 115 signatories
Statement by Islamic Movement
Tunis AL~WAHDAH in Arabic 3 Mar 84 p 3

[Text] The Islamic Tendency Movement wishes to inform public opinion and all
free men in the country and outside it that it has been subjected for some
time to a number of large-scale arrests by the regime, Nearly 60 strugglers
and supporters of the movement have been arrested so far and some of them have
been subjected to the ugliest forms of torture in an unprecedented manner.

The movement defies the regime, which has denied engaging in the practice of
torture, to allow a delegation of lawyers, journalists and members of the
Human Rights League to examine the deteriorating conditions of those arrested.

Persisting in this present situation and diverting attention to subsidiary
issues, such as bolstering "security and stability" with police measures,
will lead the country to a dark future in all spheres and the consequences
in the future may not be confined to the dimensions of the riots that shook
the country recently and they may open the door to other complications and
dangers whose extent only God knows.

To create a proper atmosphere leading to forward movement, the Islamic Tendency
Movement reaffirms that it will continue its struggle for its right to have

a clear, public and legal presence free of the secrecy which the regime wants
to impose on the movement with its successive campaigns of terror. The
movement has embodied its faith in openness through its successive initiatives,
the latest of which has been the announcement of the formation of an infor-
mation council. The movement urges all its strugglers and masses and all free
men to support and back its just demands 50 that all may contribute to

building the Tunisia of right, justice and freedom.

Bechir Essid Before Court
Tunis AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 10 Mar 84 p 4

[Text]/ Bechir Essid, the general secretary of the Arab Nationalist Grouping
Movement, appeared before Tunis Court on 1 March 1984.
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He was represented by a large number of lawyers who crowded the court hall.
Some of the lawyers came from the republic's interior (Gabes, Gafsa, Bizerte,
Garnbalia and Sousse). In addition there were a number who sent their repre-
sentatives. Prominent attorney Abdelaziz Chabbi, the former dean /of lawyers/
who had not appeared at the Court of Justice for 6 years, came especially to
defend the case.

Mohamed Ben Naceur addressed the court, requesting in the name of the
defense that the case be postponed for further familiarization and so that
(Mansour Cheffi), the lawyers doyen, might be able to attend.

The court postponed its hearing of the case until Thursday, 8 March 1984, to
examine the defendant and to hear the statements of the defense counsel.

It seems that the court is eager to issue a decision on the case in one way or
another, considering that it has postponed the hearing for a very short period
and that it seemed annoyed by the large number of lawyers who came for the
defense. '

Resumption of Essid's Case
Tunis AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 10 Mar 84 p 4

[Text] The court convened on Thursday to resume its examination of Bechir
Essid's case. A number of defense counsels made their statements and the
session was then postponed until next Thursday to hear the rest of the
litigation and to issue the decision.

Support for Bechir Essid
Tunis AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 10 Mar 84 p 4

[Text] In protest of the trial of Bechir Essid, the general secretary of the
Arab Nationalist Grouping Movement, and in solidarity with Essid, we have
received a number of statements from citizens in Tunis, al-Jadidah, Gabes,
Gafsa and al-Hammah denouncing this political trial which is aimed at

public liberties, which threatens all the nationalist currents and movements
and which is a trial against nationalist thought. The citizens signing the
statements have expressed their solidarity with Essid. :

The number of citizens signing the statements has amounted to 151 citizens.
Solidarity From Legal Clerks

Tﬁnis AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 10 Mar 84 p 4

[Text/ We have also received a statement signed by 60 legal clerks rejecting

the trial, expressing support for Essid and demanding that the trial be

terminated.

The signatures on this statement have amounted to 57 signatures.

8494
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TUNISIA

BRIEFS

REALITES, AL-WAHDAH SEIZED--Two new publications have been seized by Tunisian
authorities: the independent weekly REALITES and the organ of the Popular
Unity Movement II, AL-WAHDAH. The measure, like that affecting the newspaper
of the Socialist Democrats, AL-MUSTAQBAL, two weeks ago, was reportedly taken
mainly because of the publication of a bulletin of an unrecognized political
movement (in this case, that of the Islamic Tendency Movement, the MTTI).
According to the members of the MTI information committee, the bulletin in
question protested the arrests, following the events of January, of Islamic
sympathizers numbering about 50. It was also stated in the text that the
movement was attached to "legality and the democratic path." [Text] [Paris
LE MONDE in French 21 Mar 84 p 5] 11,464

CSO: 4519/138
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IRAQ

UN REPRESENTATIVE URGES GREATER ARAB COOPERATION
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 47, 3 Mar 84 p 27

[Interview With Dr Riyad al-Qaysi, Iraq's UN Representative, by Khalil Matar:
"Dr Riyad al-Qaysi, Iraq's Permanent UN Representative, to AL-TADAMUN: UN
Committees Are Numerous and Arab Participation in Them Is Limited; I Suggest
That Arab League Hold Annual Conference for Arab UN Representatives Before
Start of Annual General Assembly"/

[Text] More than one Arab diplomat in the United Nations view the technical
committees emanating from the General Assembly with disinterest, especially
the International Law Committee. One of the most prominent Arab figures deal-
ing with this committee and devoting special attention to it has been Dr Riyad
al-Qaysi, Iraq's permanent UN representative. Ambassador al-Qaysi has exerted
distinguished efforts to unite the Arab representatives in this committee with
the purpose of coordinating their efforts on the various issues as a start for
larger-scale and more important future dealings by the Arab group with this
committee and others. On this issue, AL-TADAMUN has met with UN Ambassador
al-Qaysi and conducted the following interview with him:

[Question/ To start with, we would like you to tell us about international law
and about the UN committee concerned with it and to shed light on the rights
of every UN member state.

[Enswer]/ The importance of international law and of the UN committee concerned
with it emanates from the fact that whenever any country whatsoever embarks

on a step, be it political or military, it always resorts to legal language

to justify its action. If the legal aspect of international political behavior
is insignificant, as most Arab delegates consider it to be, then why this
incessant expression of political behavior through legal channels? This is
where the importance of action in the Legal Committee emerges. The Arab group
must participate effectively in formulating the legal rules that seek to govern
international political behavior.

[Question/ Could you assess to us the outcome of the continuous meetings held
by the Arab delegates in the Legal Committee?

[Enswer/ The continuous meetings held by the Arab delegates in the Legal

Committee during the latest General Assembly session discussed the draft
resolutions and the legal provisions included in the committee's agenda. They
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also discussed the method we should follow in debating and tackling these
provisions during the /committee/ meetings. What is more important than

all this is the question of rationalizing the activities of the Arab delegates
in the committee.

[Question/ Has Dr al-Qaysi's activity been confined to the issue of the Legal
Committee or has it included other issues?

[Answef] As you know, the Arab diplomat is charged with devoting constant atten-
tion to all matters pertaining to his country's issues. Therefore, there is
no place for talking about specialization in keeping up with these interests.
This is why I have been involved in a gathering other than the General
Assembly's Legal Committee. This gathering is the Afro-Asian Legal Advisory
Committee. I have been involved in the discussions that have taken place in
this committee's meetings. :

[Question/ Can you give us an idea about the importénce of this Afro-Asian
committee?

[Enswer]/ Through this committee, the Arabs have been able to draw attention
to the need to rationalize activities. The committee was also able to draft

a working paper comprised of a number of Arab opinions which was adopted by
the Assembly. The paper was then submitted to the concerned committee of the
General Assembly in an atmosphere replete with a feeling of national belonging.
This paper has become an official document uniting many of the Arab brothers
delegated by their countries. These brothers called for holding consultations
at the beginning of this year with the aim of seeking guidance in organizing
the activities of the Assembly as a whole because there is a feeling that the
items presented to the Assembly are numerous and intricate. Our activity

has always emanated from a pan-Arab premise because we want to build the
reputation of the Arab group in the United Nations as a united group.

[Question/ What about the activities of the Iraqi diplomatic mission to the
United Nations? Is there coordination with the other Arab diplomatic missions?

[Answer]/ We work as a single hand in the UN lobbies and there is a climate of
understanding and coordination among the various Arab diplomatic missions.
Moreover, I tried, amidst this climate which is distinguished by a spirit of
cooperation and in participation with a number of the Arab brothers represent-
ing their countries, to draft a number of resolutions which were submitted

to the heads of the Arab countries represented in the United Nations and to
their ministers of foreign affairs. The fact is that it is essential that the
Arab delegates be familiar with the importance of the Legal Committee's
activity and with the issues presented. There are abundant legal capabilities
in the Arab homeland and I wonder why the opportunity is not given to the
Arab League, for example, to hold an annual meeting for the Arab representa-
tives in the Legal Committee before the start of the ordinary session of the
General Assembly so that they may review all the work awaiting them, and with
members of the Arab International Law Committee attending the meeting so that
they may be familiarized with the provisions, with their rationale and with
their objectives.
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[Question/ How do you assess Arab diplomatic activities in the United Nations?

[Enswer/ The prevalent opinion regarding Arab diplomatic activities in the
United Nations is that they have not been properly utilized so far. To benefit
from these activities, coordination and rationalization must be first estab-
lished so as to create the possibilities of reaping the fruits of success at
the level of the special Political Committee, the Disarmament Committee, the
Economic Committee and the Financial Affairs Committee. The Arab meetings

in the United Nations should be at the level of ambassadors and higher levels
to reflect the climate of Arab understanding in the UN lobbies to the internal
circles influencing these countries and to achieve Arab consensus on the same
Arab issues. I do not know what we lack, We have the money, we have the capa-
bilities and we have a regional organization, namely the Arab League. If it
is possible to agree on the partial issues and on the details in these tech-
nical spheres, then this will lead to bringing about the proper climate for
agreement on the political issues.

[Question/ In your opinion and through your experience in Arab diplomatic
action, what are the spheres for developing Arab expertise in the field of
international law and of utilizing the United Nations and other international
organizations?

[Enswer] In addition to the United Nations and other international organiza-
tions, there are numerous possibilities to be utilized in this sphere, the
most important being the possibilities of making use of the international
symposiums held in the legal sphere within the framework of the UN programs,
especially the symposiums organized by the UN Research and Training Institute,
as well as the symposiums of the International Law Committee and the symposium
of the UN Committee for the International Trade Law. There are also the
programs for aid and training in disseminating information on international
law and the programs of the International Academy for International Law in
the Hague. Even though the latter is not a part of the United Nations, it is
tied to it. o

[Question/ What are the possibilities of utilizing these organizations and
committees within the framework of boosting Arab diplomatic activity?

/Answei] The Arab countries can constantly seek to nominate persons to make
use of the facilities granted to the third world countries to attend such
symposiums. Moreover, the Arab countries, especially the financially capable
countries, can send individuals to attend these symposiums at their own
expense, thus spreading the knowledge gained.

8494
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IRAQ

PARIS WEEKLY INTERVIEWS IRAQI DEPUTY LEADER
PM141647 Paris LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR in French 9-15 Mar 84 p 36

[Interview with Iraqi First Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yasin Ramadan by Sibton;
date and place not given--owing to apparent typesetting error the first part of
this interview is not published]

[Excerpts] [passage omitted] LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR: Let us discuss the
reasons for this war. It was you who launched it in 1980. You thought that
Iran had been weakened by the revolution, that its army had been disbanded,
that you would win easily, that you would perhaps capture the Iranian oil
fields, and that you would thus become a great power. You were mistaken. Do
you now admit your mistake?

T. Y. Ramadan: Your analysis is not entirely accurate. It was not me who
started the war. Iran did not want to implement the border agreement on Shatt
al-Arab, Then, when Khomeyni came to power, they bombed our cities. That was
how the war began. We did not covet Iranian territory. From the first day we
called for peace and agreed to withdraw to the international borders.

LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR: In short, you do not think you made any mistake when
the war started.

T. Y. Ramadan: None.

LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR: Whatever your verdict on Khomeyni, Iran is at present
in the throes of a revolution. Any country undergoing a revolution benefits
from popular enthusiasm and great energy in a war. That has always been the
case in all countries after a revolution. 1In Iraq, however, you have a fairly
stable regime and your mobilization capability is smaller. Is that not a major
handicap for you?

T. Y. Ramadan: No. You must not forget that there is a very powerful and well
armed opposition to Khomeyni. Dozens of opponents are executed every day.
Moreover, look at the facts: Our territory is one~fifth the size and our popu-
lation one-third as big as theirs. Our Syrian neighbour which, as an Arab
country, ought to support us, has formed an alliance with Khomeyni. Israel is
with Iran, too. Despite everything, we have been resisting on our borders for
4 years., I cannot see the irresistable revolutionary Iran which you describe.
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Their only advantage, if I may say so, is the illiteracy they inherited from
the shah-~the highest illiteracy rate in the region--which enables them to
send tens of thousands of very religious wretches to their deaths. It is no
accident that the Iranian universities have been closed for 4 years, It is
to maintain the country's backwardness.

LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR: Is the war not only between the Persian and Arabs, but
also between the fundamentalists and laymen?

T. Y. Ramadan: I would say that it is Khomeyni's war against progress. Secu-
larity in our country does not mean the same as in Europe. Our party is non-
religious, but we build many more mosques than the religious parties.

LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR: To end the war Khomeyni is quite simply demanding the
departure of your President Saddam Husayn. Rather than allowing Iraq to be
crushed, and the enemy to invade Baghdad, why not oust Saddam Husayn to end the
war? He is just one man.

T. Y. Ramadan: Let us pretend I did not hear your question. But, tell me, if
one of France's neighbors demanded that you replace your president by another,
what would the French think? If you gave in, do you not think you would have
lost your sovereignty and freedom? Khomeyni does not have anything personal
against Saddam Husayn. He wants to dominate our country.

LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR: Would you try to assassinate Khomeyni?

T. Y. Ramadan: We have no such intention.

LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR: If Khomeyni died, it would not be a bad thing for you.
T. Y. Ramadan: Khomeyni represents a certain section of Iranians. There is

no doubt about that. Nonetheless there is no doubt that Khomeyni's death will
have very important effects on Iran., The internal conflicts will grow. Excuse
me, but I must go.

LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR: One last question. When a country like yours is
threatened with destruction or defeat, does it feel protected by its allies

and friends, or does it simply find that it is alone? 1Is it not basically

alone?

T. Y. Ramadan (quietly): What you say is true.

CSO: 4400/212
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JOLDAN

CROWN PRINCE ON MIDEAST ISSUES
Paris POLITIQUE ETRANGERE in French 4th Quarter 83 pp 947-949

[Interview with His Royal Highness Prince Hassan Bin Talal, brother of King
Hussein, heir to the throne, by Dominique Moisi, date and place not
specified]

[Text] [Politique Etrangere] In the troubled current context in the Middle
East, can one once again speak of a Jordanian option?

[Prince Hassan] All the Middle East peace plans, whether it be Camp David,
the Reagan plan or the Fez plan, use a common language which has, in fact,
been overtaken by reality. And the reality today is a de facto quasi-
annexation by the Israelis of the territories occupied since 1967. If a
middle position is not clearly defined, it will be very difficult for the
interested parties, particularly Jordan, to make progress in a peace
negotiation. It is up to the United States to play this role as inter-
mediary; it is up to them to define this middle position. If the United
States plays this role, we are ready for peace initiatives. We have
repeated over and over to the PLO leadership that its legitimacy springs
essentially from the support it enjoys in the occupied territories. The
PLO has too long claimed to be an "international conscience" with no precise
commitment with regard to international resolutions such as United Nations
resolution 242 or 338, which it refuses to recognize:

For itsbpart, Jordan would not know how to remain passive when the status
of the Arabs in the occupied territories is reduced to that of just
exploited minorities and West Bank is totally dependent economically on
Israel.

If one envisions the revival of a Jordanian Palestinian role, everything
depends on how the PLO gets out of its present difficulties. Will it
become a toy, manipulated by Syria, for example? In the coming months,
will the Palestinians accept working jointly with Jordan in order to revive
a common peace effort?

Certain elements of the PLO continue to reject the Fez plan because it
implies recognition of Israel and likewise recognition of a legal role for
Jordan in the territories, a role which was taken away from it in 1974 at
the Pabat summit.

44



Jordan does not want to manipulate anyone, but neither does it want to be
manipulated by anyone. Without the support of the Palestinians themselves,
there would be no realistic way for Jordan to take any peace initiatives.
The year 1984 will be decisive, since the situation in the occupied
territories continues to evolve in a worrisome manner.

[Politique Etrangere] How do you assess the position of the United States
today?

[Prince Hassan] In September 1982, the Reagan plan represented a digression
of hope. Jordan had the feeling that the United States had finally decided
to address the central question: the Palestinians. Alas, the developments
in Lebanon pushed the United States to return to a strategic approach in
strictly East-West terms in this region. This impression is confirmed by
the recent visit of Prime Minister Shamir to Washington. We are forced to
note that all our attempts to put the accent back on regional problems
since last April's breakdown of negotiations between Jordan and the PLO
have been rendered ineffective by the shift of priorities in Washington.

We are extremely worried by the fact that the occupied territories and
their inhabitants are mentioned more and more rarely, and talking to
Washington a out simple improvements in life in the territories can only
mean making the Israeli occupation more permanent. This is not how we
understand the discussions on autonomy. Even if Jordan is ready to try to
pursue its dialogue with the Palestinians and with all those who, in the
Arab world, are searching for the stabilization of this region, current
developments are not going in the direction of those in the Middle East who
are favorable to the United States. :

[Politique Etrangere] If we go om to the other superpower, the USSR, how
do you see its role in the region, today and in the future?

[Prince Hassan] The aggravation of the East-West conflict and the argument
over Euromissiles have been translated in the Middle East by a hardening of
the Soviet Union's positions. Moreover, one would not expect the USSR,
which shares a common border with Iran, which is present in Afghanistan and
has a defense treaty with Syria, to watch passively while the United States
reinforces its military presence in Europe and talks of strategic alliance
with Israel in our region.

In this strained situation, Jordan has tried to simultaneously maintain an
open dialogue with both Washington and Moscow. It is essential that any
peace process be ratified by the USSR; even the United States cannot help
but hope for such a ratification. In terms of peace initiatives, the USSR's
role up until now has been essentially passive. Any polarization in the
region is in itself a danger and limits the maneuverability of the countries
in this area.

[Politique Etrangere] How do you see the role of a country like France and
how do you assess the positions taken by France, particularly in Lebanon?
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[Prince Hassan] 1In the current context, any intermediate position is wel-
come. I think that France understands that a dialogue concerning the
Lebanese conflict is necessary between the European capitals and Damascus,
that a need for dialogue likewise exists among the different Lebanese
factions. The French also played a very positive role recently in Tripoli
in the evacuation of the PLO leaders. But France alone cannot succeed if
a sufficient degree of understanding does not exist among the different
Western capitals.

[Politique Etrangere] When you tell us that France alone cannot really
succeed in the region, are you referring to Europe's role? Are you hoping
for the return of a European initiative in the spirit of the declaration
of Venice? '

[Prince Hassan] That is precisely what I mean. We considered with great
interest the initiative of President Mitterrand arriving in Beirut shortly
after the attack on the French and American forces. That was a statesman-
like gesture, symbolizing France's commitment to the stability of Lebanon.
But we also think that a joint effort by the European community is ’
indispensable.

[Politique Etrangere] What are the elements which seem most worrisomeé to
you in the current context? And conversely, are there reasons for hope in
the Middle East? o

[Prince Hassan] The search for political solutions according to stratégic
criteria, at the expense of an understanding of the people s asplratlons,‘
is what seems most worrisome to me.

If one is to imagine some hope for the futre, it is in the recognition by
the Western powers that it is not necessary to have a large population
like Egypt or great petroleum wealth 1like Saudi Arabia to play a role in
the region. It is likewise to be hoped that Iraq and Iran will put an end
to their conflict so that attention can again concentrate on the real
problems of the region. I also hope that the moderation of liberal Jewish
thought which still exists in the world will exerc1se an 1nf1uence on
Israeli dec151ons.
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LEBANON

CONTINUED INSECURITY CAUSES EXODUS OF CAPITAL, COMPANIES
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 48, 10 Mar 84 p 62

[Article by Ibrahim 'Awadah: '"The Exodus to Neighboring Countries Continues,
Represents the Most Serious Attrituion the Lebanese Economy Has Known"]

[Text] The stock exchange recorded even higher levels of existing Lebanese
national companies and capital flight especially to European countries. Fore-
most amongst these were Switzerland and Greece, but a large part of this
capital is now concentrated in the cities of Cyprus due to geographic and
economic reasons.

Statistics of business organizations in Lebanon, especially the Beirut Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, which today is considered one of the most important
centers for information in Lebanon, demonstrate that the exodus of Lebanese
capital abroad increased from the start of the final quarter of the past
yvear and continued at these high levels up to the beginning of 1984, This

is contrary to the earlier expectations that prevailed at the start of this
year and which seemed to give assurances that Lebanese capital held abroad
would quickly return in the first quarter of this year, in part because of
the political and economic difficulties Lebanese investors encountered in

the new investment markets, to be precise, in France, the Arab Gulf states,
and the American continent. '

Figures of the Beirut Chamber on this subject indicate that the exodus of
Lebanese firms was directed especially to the chief cities of Cyprus for

many reasons. The most important consideration is Cyprus' proximity to
Lebanon, which enables the emigrant firms to have rapid, direct communications
with the Lebanese market and its principal centers in Beirut. Seven financial
companies have relocated in Cyprus during the last 6 months. These firms work
in the "discount" market where they facilitate throughout the world financial
transactions on behalf of thousands of Lebanese emigres, via Cyprus. They
have held nearly 400 million Lebanese lira. Likewise five Lebanese insurance
firms have announced their intention to open central offices in Cyprus in
addition to their headquarters offices in Beirut, due to security reasons.

The working capital of these firms is estimated at 200 million lira.

These data add that the largest Lebanese export-import firms have set about
opening back-up offices in Cyprus and Greece to support their main Beirut
offices. These will handle the transactions of Lebanese merchants who are
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forced to export or import through Cypriot or Greek ports in difficult security
times in Lebanon which increasingly cause the shutdown of the Beirut interna-
tional airport and Beirut port. Likewise some of these companies have set
about openning offices in the Israeli port of Elat.

These data also indicate the existence of more than 20 Lebanese travel agencies
in Cyprus and Greece and another 5 in France. These are firms which have

been recently founded within the context of the exodus of Lebanese firms
abroad. These companies assure the transfer of Lebanese emigres through
Larnaca airport or Cypriot ports to other countries of the world, especially

to Europe. The business of these offices on the eve of the fighting in the
Shuf mountains last summer increased greatly when Beirut international airport
was shut down for a 45 day period.

Information from businessman's organizations reveals that the rate of Lebanese
capital flight abroad has risen since the beginning of 1984, in particular in
mid-January when military operations began in the southern suburb of Beirut
and then spread to West Beirut and to the western al-Shahar district at the
beginning of February. With the report of the possibility of the development
of unfavorable security circumstances in non-Lebanese areas, there occurred

a financial and economic panic that was reflected in a new and rapid exodus

of capital to other countries, especially to the U.S. and a number of European
countries, especially Switzerland. Reliable banking and financial data show
that in January and February huge amounts of financial transfers from Lebanon
abroad occurred. This is estimated at 3 billion Lebanese lira belonging to
the financial and economic centers of a certain Lebanese sect.

Lebanese businessmen's organizations estimate the volume of Lebanese invest-
ments abroad up to mid-February 1984 was nearly 6 billion Lebanese lira, or

the equivalent of the annual Lebanese state budget. That is a high figure and
an influential factor in the Lehanese economy. That is a figure which, if

it were applied to investments in Lebanon, would help greatly in rectifying

the economic situation in general, in stimulating the economy in light of the
many dangerous problems that hamper the revitalization of all the Lebanese
economic sectors without exception, and thereby lightening the current deficit
in the Lebanese balance of payments which at the end of 1983 amounted to nearly
a billion Lebanese lira. '

Finally the businessmen's organizations consider it unlikely that Lebanese
capital abroad will return shortly to Lebanon. This is due to the continuing
deterioration of the security and political situations, particularly after the
latest political and security developments that followed the fighting in the
southern suburbs, West Beirut and western al-Shahar district, fighting that
spawned dangerous political apprehension about the future of the Lebanese state
as a whole.

These organizations do not consider it unlikely that the scope of this exodus
of capital abroad will grow wider in the event that no speedy or final solu-~
tion is found for the Lebanese crisis because capital, by its nature, seeks
out safe employment which is far from dangers. At the moment at least that
is a situation that is not found in Lebanon.
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T o LEBANON

ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLANS SHELVED DUE TO FIGHTING
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 48, 10 Mar 84 p 61

[Text] The fighting in West Beirut, its southern suburbs, and the western
Shahar district that occurred between last 2-15 February took the Lebanese
economy by surprise and sent it into a tailspin after a wave of optimism

had prevailed in local financial and economic circles since the beginning

of 1984. These circles, had planned that this year would be a year of economic
recovery. Indeed, all the indicators--up to the beginning of the renewed
fighting in February--seemed to show that the year 1984 would witness the
start of the rebuilding of the Lebanese economy in contrast to the many
extreme blows it had suffered during 1983, especially the fighting in the Shuf
mountains. The government had taken important steps to achieve the economic
recovery. Shortly before the renewed fighting, on 18 January 1984 the
Lebanese cabinet decided to form a ministerial committee under the chairman-
ship of the minister of foreign and expatriate affairs, Dr Elie Salim. The
committee was charged with the task of stimulating the economy and to lead it
out of the stagnation that has afflicted various sectors of the economy.

At the same time the private sector in turn began to take up its responsibil-
ites in sharing in the execution of the recovery plan which the state had
drawn up. There were increased meetings and contacts between the different
economic sectors to ensure the closest possible coordination and cooperation
so as to provide an operation to push the Lebanese economy in a single direc-
tion in all of its sectors in an organized and effective fashion.

The sudden fighting in West Beirut, the southern suburb, and the western al-
Shahar district in the Shuf mountains surprised the government and private
sector people--who had been riding the wave .of optimism to push the Lebanese
economy forward and to begin reconstruction and rebuilding. The anticipated
recovery was obstructed as matters became more complicated and the Lebanese
economy once more fell captive to political and security incidents, just as
it had during the summer of 1983 early on dur1ng the fighting in the Shuf
mountains. i

The renewed February fighting besides ruining the economic recovery plan, has
led to a worsening econmomic crisis that is-afflicting the national economy.
This fighting again caused the closure of -the Beirut international aiport -
and disrupted work at Beirut port in addition to hurting the economy of the
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southern suburbs and it has idled economic instruments in both the private
and public sectors. This latest situation was to blame for the paralysis
of Lebanese exports, the state's loss of fees on imports, and the halt in
production activity throughout the country. In addition it has hurt the
movement of trade.

In light of these recent developments that have affected the Lebanese economy,
economic observers in Lebanon have become pessimistic about the future of the
Lebanese economy, especially since the new fighting this time has taken on
the character of the Lebanese government's war of attrition. This means that
it will be a long war. Furthermore, its impact will doubtless prolong the
general economic situation in the country, which must in turn engage in a
war of attritition at a time when it appears that this economy is exhausted
and already incapable of sustaining any further blows, or even any further
anticipation. This is what the pillars of economic and financial activity
fear. They have begun to cast more questions and doubts on the true future
of the Lebanese economy in light of the new geographical borders currently
being drawn in the land, and the opposing borders which may be indicators of
new geographical and political developments which draw a picture of the future
state of Lebanon and its economy. :
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LEBANON

1983 EXPORT FIGURES FOR NORTHERN PORT CITED
Beirut AL-NAFPAR in Arabic 6 Feb 84 p 8

[Text] Exports from the north witnessed a significant decline last year in
comparison with 1982, The decline included both Lebanese goods and goods
of foreign origin. :

The value of foreign and Lebanese goods exported through the north was
about 431 million pounds in comparison with 1.081 billion pounds in 1982.
In other words, there was a decline of 650 million pounds, or 60.12 percent.

After the situation returned to semi-normal in government offices and the
public sector, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in the north issued its
monthly publication, which included information on the export of foreign and
locally made goods during last September and October. These 2 months
pyeceded the incidents between the Palestinian factions which occurred at
the end of the year and paralvzed all economic activity, especially

through the port, which was severely damaged and forced to close. Because
of these events, no ex