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M. S. GORBACHEV'S REPLY TO THE MESSAGE FROM THE JAPANESE COUNCIL OF
ORGANIZATIONS OF VICTIMS OF ATOMIC BOMBINGS

LD051003 Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 12, Aug 85 (signed to press 14 Aug 85)
pp 3-4

[Text] Dear Madam Ito:'
I was deeply moved by your letter.

I deeply sympathize with the grief and terrible sufferings that fell to the
lot of the victims of the barbarous American atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

I fully share your ardent desire to prevent the tragedy of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki from ever being repeated anywhere in the world so that there would be
no new viectims of nuclear arms on our planet.

The Soviet Union has persistently pressed for the liquidation of nuclear arms
from the moment they appeared. As early as 1946 my country proposed to
conclude an international convention on the prohibition of atomic weapons but
the implementation of this proposal was blocked by the United States. Today
too we encounter on the part of the West an absence of readiness to achieve a
complete prohibition and liquidation of nuclear arms, thus confronting us with
the need to search for possible intermediate solutions of this paramount task.

The USSR is actively campaigning for the elimination of nuclear weapons at
present as well. We are prepared to start nuclear disarmament at any time in
case of an agreement with other nuclear powers. The USSR is holding talks
with the United States in Geneva so as not to launch an arms race in outer
space, terminate it on earth and start drastic cuts in nuclear armaments down
to their total elimination. The posture of the American side at these talks,
however, blocks the reaching of an accord.

The Soviet Union will not start nuclear war. It assumed the pledge not to be
the first to use nuclear weapons. If all the nuclear powers took the same
step, favorable conditions would be created for concluding an international
treaty banning the use of nuclear weapons.




Qur new peace initiative--the decision to stop unilaterally any nuclear
explosions starting from August 6 this year, the day of the Hiroshima
tragedy~-is directed at ending the dangerous competition in building up
nuclear arsenals. Our moratorium will hold until January 1, 1986, but will
remain in effect as long as the United States, on its part, refrains from
conducting nuclear blasts.

The resolute approval and broad support with which this initiative was met by
world public opinion confirm that it meets the aspirations and hopes of all
the peoples. Now it is the turn of the United States, as well as other
countries possessing nuclear weapons, to put an end to their nuclear
explosions too. This would be not only a tribute to the memory of victims of
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but also a real contribution to
the consolidation of strategic stability and peace on earth. In this way
favorable conditions would be created for concluding an international treaty
on complete and universal banning of nuclear weapons tests.

Our country understands the striving of many countries to create nuclear-free
zones 1in various parts of the globe. We support the creation of such zones,
for example, in northern Europe, in the Balkan peninsula, in Southeast Asia
and in Africa. The efforts of South Pacific states aimed at creating a
nuclear-free zone in that region deserve approval.

On the eve of the 40th anniversary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, it is particularly urgent that nobody should contravene Japan's non-
nuclear status enshrined in the "Three Non-Nuclear Principles" which, as we
understand, are an expression of the will of the mass of the Japanese people.
The Soviet Union honors these principles. It is important that others should
also do so--not by word, but by deed.

Yet we cannot disregard the growing attempts at turning Japan into a U.S.
nuclear base, at increasing its military role both in the system of the
alliance with the United States, and in the present-day world in general.
Such attempts are fraught with an aggravation of tensions in the Far East and
in the Asian-Pacific region. Apparently, not all people have yet drawn the
proper conclusions from the lessons of the Second World War, from the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The Soviet people, who lost 20 million lives during the Second World War, is
fully resolved to prevent a nuclear catastrophe. The tragedy of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki is broadly known in our country. The Soviet people express their
solidarity with the antiwar, antinuclear movement in Japan and in other
countries, that favor complete and ultimate elimination of the nuclear threat
all over the world. This movement will be the stronger, the broader the
composition of its participants and the more rallied its ranks.

I wish the Japanese Council of Organizations of Vietims of Atomic Bombings and
all of its members success in the struggle for preventing nuclear war and for
prohibiting and scrapping nuclear weapons.

Yours respectfully, M. Gorbachev




FOOTNOTE

1. Sakae Ito is the cochairman of the Japanese Council of Organizations of
Vlctlms of Atomic Bombings.
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M. S. GORBACHEV'S REPLIES TO QUESTIONS FROM A TASS CORRESPONDENT

LD131710 Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 12, Aug 85 (signed to press 14 Aug 85)
pp 5-7

[Text] Question: How would you evaluate world reaction to the new Soviet
initiative--the introduction of a moratorium on nuclear explosions?

Answer: If one is to speak of the sentiments of the public at large, it
appears that there is every ground to say that the new initiative of the
Soviet Union, which has unilaterally discontinued any nuclear explosions and
urged the United States to follow suit, has been received with approval in the
world. 1In many countries, including the United States, prominent statesmen
and political and publie figures declare in support of the idea of a
moratorium on nuclear weapon tests and urge also other nuclear powers to
follow the USSR's example. Our proposal concerns a concrete, tangible
measure. People see in it a hope for slowing down and then discontinuing the
nuclear arms race.

I know that our initiative is not to the liking of everyone. Those in the
West who have linked their policy with a further intensification of the aruas
race and who derive considerable profits from that do not want an end to
nuclear tests. They oppose the moratorium because they do not want the
nuclear arms assembly lines to come to a standstill. They cling to
unattainable illusions of gaining military superiority one way or another. At
the same time they are busy spreading yarns about the Soviet Union's policy,
including in connection with our announced moratorium on nuclear explosions.

This was an honest and open move on our part. We introduced the moratorium
being deeply convinced that it is essential to take practical measures with a
view to stopping the buildup of nuclear arms and their further sophistication.
We had no intention at all of placing the U.S. leadership in a difficult
position. The President of the United States was notified in advance of our
action by a letter in which we suggested that the American side act in an
analogous way. One would like the U.S. leadership to respond positively to
this call of ours. Public pronouncements by officials in Washington on the
moratorium issue create the impression that those in Washington,
unfortunately, are now preoccupied mostly with finding the most adroit ways of
evading such a response. I will not make a mistake if I say that a different
attitude is being awaited in the worild.




Question: President Reagan recently said that the United States could not
afford a moratorium on nuclear tests because it should complete its nuclear
programs. In so doing he asserted that the Soviet Union had completed an
intensive series of nuclear explosions and could permit itself a respite. Is
that so?

Answer: The decision on the unilateral discontinuation of nuclear explosions
was made by the Soviet leadership after a thorough and comprehensive study.
Tt was not an easy matter at all to take such a step. In order to introduce
the unilateral moratorium we had to interrupt the testing program, leaving it
unfinished.

In the course of the current year before the moratorium was announced,
practically the same number of nuclear explosions were carried out in the USSR
as in the United States. If one is to speak of all nuclear tests which have
been held until now, their number has been much greater in the United States
than in the USSR. And those in the White House know it.

But when taking the decision on the unilateral moratorium, the Soviet Union
was guided not by arithmetic but by principled political considerations, by
the striving to help end the nuclear arms race and to induce the United States
as well as other countries possessing nuclear weapons to make such a step.
Our goal is the complete and general cessation of nuclear weapon testing, and
not some respite between explosions.

An opinion is being expressed that the introduction of a moratorium on nuclear
explosions does not meet the interests of the United States. But a moratorium
is an important step on the way to an end to the further sophistication of
lethal nuclear weapons. Besides, the longer the period without tests, the
more rapid will be the processing of "aging" of the stockpiled weapons.
Finally, a moratorium creates more favorable conditions for reaching agreement
on the termination of nuclear tests and for making headway towards the
elimination of nuclear weapons altogether.

The question arises: What in this matter does not meet the interests of the
United States, of the American people? This road does not suit only those who
count on power pressure and who devise plans to create ever new types of
nuclear weapons on earth and who have set themselves the aim of starting an
arms race in outer space. But what does this have to do with the genuine
interests of strengthening peace and international security, the striving for
which has been repeatedly stated by Washington?

Attempts are being made to explain this unwillingness to end nuclear tests by
a "lag" of the United States in the field of nuclear arms. But this is only a
pretext. There used to be talk about a "lag" in bombers and later on--in
missiles. However, every time it was a deliberate deception which was
admitted afterwards by the people in Washington themselves. In other words,
talk about a "lag" begins whenever there is striving to achieve military
superiority and when there is no real desire to solve arms limitation issues.
It is precisely on these matters that decisions should be taken by the
political leadership, and not on the basis of myths being created about the




"Soviet threat," but proceeding from the real situation and the genuine
security interests of one's country and the interests of international
security.

Question: How do you visualize the problem of verification in the context of
the proposal to end nuclear explosions?

Answer: The scientific and technical possibilities existing in this country,
in the United States and in other countries provide the necessary degree of
confidence that a nuclear explosion, even of a small yield, will be detected
and will become known. Those who say to the contrary know that that is not
S0.

Unilateral steps to end nuclear explosions cannot, of course, solve to the end
the problem of a complete and general cessation of nuclear weapon testing. An
international agreement is essential for the problem to be solved once and for
all. Apart from appropriate obligations, it would also contain an appropriate
system of verification measures~-~-both national and international ones. In
short, we are for a verification of the ending of nuclear explosions but we
are against the cessation of tests being substituted by their continuation in
the presence of observers.

Let me remind you that the problem of the complete and general ending of
nuclear weapon testing is by no means a new one. Several years ago it was
considered in detail during the tripartite talks between the USSR, the United
States and Britain. Questions of verification were also discussed there in
the most detailed way. In many respects the sides were close to mutual
understanding. But the United States broke off the talks because the
limitation which were being worked out hindered the Pentagon's plans.

We repeatedly suggested to the United States that the talks be resumed. And
today as well we are calling on it to resume them and achieve the complete
cessation of nuclear weapon testing. The holding of such talks and the
achievement of results at them would be much easier in conditions when the
USSR and the United States would not be conducting nuclear tests. However,
the United States does not want to return to the negotiating table. And this
means that it is precisely the United States that does not want either an end
to nuclear tests, or a reliable system of verification. No other conclusion
can be drawn.

It is sometimes said that the question of ending nuclear weapon testing should
be considered at the Geneva Conference on Disarmament. Well, we are prepared
to discuss it there as well. But in Geneva, the United States and other
Western countries have been sabotaging the conduct of such talks for a long
time already. Therefore, the point is not where to consider the cessation of
nuclear weapon testing. What is important is to consider the problem
seriously and without delay, with a view, among other things, to the
forthecoming Soviet-American meeting.

Question: 1Is it possible nonetheless, in your view, to expect a positive
solution to the question of nuclear tests?




Answer: Yes. I think it is. Although the present attitude of the United
States to our proposal does not inspire optimism, one would not like to lose
hope. Here is why: the responsibility resting with the Soviet Union and the
United States is too great for them to evade a solution to major security
matters. . ' : ‘ ’ '

What we suggest is a real possibility of stopping a further bpildup of nuclear
arsenals and tackling in earnest the solution of the task of their reduction
and ultimately their elimination. ’ '

COPYRIGHT: Izdatelstvo TsK KPSS "Pravda". "Kommunist", 1985
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PREPARING FOR THE PARTY CONGRESS

AUO70601 Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 12, Aug 85 (sighéd to press 14 Aug 85)
pp 8-22

[Article by Ye. Ligachev, member of the CPSU Central Committee Politburo and
seéretary of the CPSU Central Committee: "Preparing for the Party Congress."
Article based on report submitted at conference of second secretaries and
heads of departments of organizational~party work of the central committees of
the communist parties of the union republics, kraykoms and obkoms held in the
CPSU Central Committee on 26 July 1985, Capitalized words published in
italies in the originall] :

[Text] oOur party is preparing for its next, 27th Congress, which is by no
means an internal party matter. The CPSU--and this fact is reflected in the
USSR Constitution--is the leading and guiding force of Soviet society and
comprises the.core of its political system and state and social organizations.
That is why, with every passing day, preparation for the party congress to an
ever greater extent determines the life and activity of party organizations,
all labor collectives, and all Soviet people.

Having adopted a decision to convene the congress, the»April 1985 Central
Committee Plenum'gave precise directions as to what we must concentrate on in
the process of preparing for the congress. A strategy for accelerating the
socioeconomic development of our society on the basis of scientific-
technological progress has been outlined--both at the plenum and in subsequent
speeches by Comrade M. S. Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU Central
Committee~-and theses of fundamental importance on a broad range of current
and long-term problems have been put forward.

Of course, neither long-term nor current affairs can manage themselves. Unity
of strategic, tactical tasks and current organizational work is a
characteristic feature of the Leninist party. "Without a program, a party
cannot possibly be an integral political organism capable of always
maintaining its course notwithstanding any turn in events," wrote V. I. Lenin.
"Without a tactical line which is based on evaluation of the current political
situation and gives precise answers to the 'accursed problems' of the
contemporary period, .a circle of theoreticians is possible, but not an active
political quantity" ("Poln. Sobr. Soch" [Complete Collected Worksl, Vol 20,
p 357). : .




Implementation of the policy worked out by the April Central Committee Plenum,
which is aimed at accelerating our forward progress, will allow us to make the
economy even stronger, the people's well-being even more secure, and the
country's defense more reliable. It will require a thorough grasp, primarily
by all communists, of the party's strategy and tactics in contemporary
conditions; a decisive psychological reorientation; and the ability to work
and think in a new way. A great deal of daily organizational work lies ahead.

The accountability report and election campaign in the party will be a most
important stage in precongress preparations. On an organizational plane, its
originality lies in the fact that it embraces all units from party groups to
oblast, kray and republic party organizations. Discussion of the new draft
edition of the CPSU program and of changes in the party statute will give
conferences and congresses a powerful ideological impulse. The accountability
report sessions and elections will be on the border between two five-year plan
periods and in this lies their important distinguishing feature. New
experience must be generalized and a plan worked out for the country's
socioeconomic development for the 12th Five-Year Plan and for the long term.
And, of course, the special tone of the present accountability and election
campaign is determined by the fact that it will take place when the forms and
methods of party leadership of the economy and of all economiec and party-
political work will be undergoing reorganization in accordance with the
political directives of the April CPSU Central Committee Plenum.

Not much time has passed since the plenum, but its ideas are becoming more and
more visibly embodied in concrete tasks and perceptible changes in many
spheres of our life. This is primarily reflected in the fact that the party
does not evade mature problems, but is determinedly coming to grips with the
most difficult and urgent tasks of developing production forces and perfecting
production relations. A special place in this connection belongs to the
conference held in the CPSU Central Committee on the problems of accelerating
scientific-technological progress. In addition to thoroughly analyzing
fundamental problems and difficulties encountered by society in the economic
sphere, the conference also indicated realistic ways and means of increasing
the growth rates of social production and perfecting planning and management
of the national economy. In other words, an answer was given not only to the
question of WHAT must be done, but also to the question of HOW one must do it.

Within the channel of this constructive approach lie the decisions adopted by
the CPSU Central Committee Politburo on making the new methods of economic
operations widespread; increasing their influence on the acceleration of
scientific-technological progress; and technically reequipping enterprises in
the petroleum and gas industry, machine construction, and the processing
branches of the agroindustrial complex. A broad spectrum of social problems
has also been examined. The urgent problems of introducing work norms in the
national economy and remunerating the work of designers, technologists, and
scientific and medical workers are being practically resolved. Opportunities
for labor collectives to improve their living and social conditions are’
becoming more dependent on the production results they achieve. ‘Measures have
been determined concerning the socioeconomic development of a number of
regions and towns in the country and the improvement of the material position




of pensioners and for those who participated in the war, and also the
improvement of housing conditions for young people. Through the will of the
people an uncompromising struggle is being waged against drunkenness and
alcoholism. ' ‘

At the April Central Committee Plenum the party put forward and is now
consistently implementing the principled thesis that no organization and no
worker must remain beyond party control. In accordance with this, demand is
increasing for the fulfillment of party and government directives both in the
center and in the field. 1In the last few months alone, the CPSU Central
Committee has discussed the accountability reports of “the Orenburg, Gorkiy,
and Smolensk CPSU obkoms and the Kharkov party gorkom, as well as reports from
ministers on topical problems of economic and cultural construction.

Serious measures are being implemented to improve the selection and placement
of leading cadres. The cadre decisions of recent CPSU Central Committee
Plenums and the process of strengthening the leadership of a number of
ministries and party obkoms are directly connected with practical steps to
realize the political directives of the April Central Committee Plenum.

The Soviet people give inspiring support to the course adopted by the party;
which is aimed at speeding up economic and social development, increasing the
responsibility of every individual for the task at hand, and updating
important aspects of our life. Positive processes are taking place in the
socilal consciousness and outlook of the Soviet people and the unity between
the party and the people is growing stronger. This is aided to a decisive
extent by the unity of party word and deed. The people support CPSU domestic
‘and foreign policy by deeds; highly productive work and an improvement in work
in many sectors of the national economy. The growth rate of industrial
production doubled in the second quarter in comparison to the first.

But, although it is said that a good beginning is half the job, the main tasks
will lie ahead. Our people will judge the militancy of all party units and
thé'competence of those who have been entrusted with the leadership of party
organizations and economic and cultural construction at this point in our
social development--which, in a certain sense, is a turning point-~by the rate
of our forward progress and by real results.

In the remaining months before the beginning of the 27th CPSU Congress the
party must: ‘

Ensure thé successful completion of the 11th Five—Year‘Plan;

Hold an aééountability report and election campaign in the party organizations
at a high organizational and political level;

Thoroughly analyze the path trodden since the 26th CPSU Congress and determine
the tasks for the long term.

To the question of how best to prepare for an accountability report and

eleetion meeting or conference and hdw to prepare worthily for the 27th CPSU
Congress, there can be one answer and one alone: unconditionally fulfilling

10




state plans, resolving social tasks set, and creating in every labor
collective an atmosphere of great discipline and order and determination to
reach new frontiers. For all of its importance, the organizational aspect of
accountability reports and elections can in no way serve as a substitute for
this. And, what is more, no logomachies can take its place.

Having examined the results of development of the national economy in the
first half of 1985, the CPSU Central Committee Politburo has determined the
task of party, soviet, and economic organs for the completion of the annual
plan and the five-year plan as a whole. While noting further growth in the
economy and in the well-being of the population and the fact that lagging
permitted in the winter period is gradually being overcome, the Central
Committee Politburo has stressed that not all branches of the national economy
have achieved the planned growth rates. The output of industrial production
has increased by 3.5 percent in 7 months as against the plan for a 3.9 percent
increase in a year. '

Of course, we do not overlook the fact that, in contrast to the past, today it
is a question of sound plan figures, without the infamous amendments which
undermined scientific planning. It is a well-known fact how irreconcilable
Lenin was with regard to leaders cadging privileges and indulgences for
themselves in their work. Instructive, for example, is the story of the
reprimand given one of the leading workers in Gosplan who, as Lenin wrote,
n"should not have...'requested either that I satisfy the demands of Gidrotorf
above the estimate or that I permit it to curtail its activities,'--such a
'‘request' made of me shows a lack of understanding of the ABC of state
relations,--he should have THOUGHT how to FULFILL THE RESOLUTION OF THE
COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS (and not my resolution)...." ("Poln. Sobr.
Soch.," Vol 54, p 185). Society needs totally concrete consumer goods in a
set number and variety and of a definite quality, and not explanations as to
why something has not been done (at which some economic workers have become
fairly expert in recent years). And, as allowances will not be made for
anyone any more, we will have to take a firmer grip on all the levers of
economic management and increase turnover. 1In every workplace, in every
production unit, and at every enterprise we must determine the rate of
progress necessary in the time left in order to ensure the fulfillment of the
annual plan and we must strictly follow this guideline.

Fulfilling both the annual and five-year plans without amending them is a
serious test for leading cadres and party organizations. This will be a good
test of their ability to organize and lead people, make use of the initiative
and creativity of the masses, sensibly manage resources, and bring reserves
into operation. It is precisely this that the forthcoming accountability
report sessions and elections are expected to assist in every possible way,
particularly in primary party organizations--the labor collectives--in whose
nzone of activity" the fate of all plan tasks is ultimately decided.

Practice attests to the fact that tangible economic results can be achieved
comparatively quickly if organizational, economic, and social reserves are
brought into play. And, in this respect, it is particularly important to
activate the human factor and ensure that every individual works
conscientiously and to his full capacity.' Unfortunately, some party
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committees and economic leaders lack the ability at times to organize this
kind of coordinated work. Suffice it to say that in 1984 products worth
several billion rubles were lost due to losses of work time in industry and
construction. Hundreds of thousands of workers are distracted from their main
activities; they sit for ages in meetings and seminars, engage in amateur
artistic activities, participate in sports competitions, take time off for
duty in the voluntary people's militia, and so forth. This squandering of
work time is a burden on the economy. A decisive end must be put to this.

As is well known, in 1983 a resolution was adopted by the CPSU Central
Committee, the USSR Council of Ministers, and the AUCCTU on increasing work to
strengthen socialist labor discipline. A resolution was also adopted by the
USSR Council of Ministers on bringing order to the work regime of enterprises
and institutions engaged in servicing the population. During the
accountability. report and election campaign is the very time to strictly call
to account those who bear direct responsibility for fulfilling these directive
requirements.

Finally, the issue of observing technological discipline should be
particularly sharply raised, because vast reserves of economic growth lie in
strengthening this form of discipline. Significant results will be achieved
in improving the quality of production and reducing outlays on production by
means of more strictly observing already existing technological processes.

In a word, it is a question of waging an energetic, purposeful offensive in
all areas against indifference and passivity, laxity, irresponsibility, and
wastefulness; comprehensively establishing the authority of honest,
conscientious work, and persistently introducing intensive methods of economic
operations. The party organizations must strive to ensure that the
fulfillment of the aforementioned tasks becomes a most important cause for
every economic leader, worker, and engineer and the general concern of every
labor collective.

Of all the urgent tasks in the country's vast construction base, the
commissioning of basic funds and housing construction now require the closest
attention. For example, only one-third of the total area of housing envisaged
by the annual plan was commissioned in the first half of the year. And in
Novgorod, Arkhangelsk, Astrakhan, and Chita Oblast the figure was even lower,
approximately 25 percent. In order to fulfill the annual program for housing
construction--and this must be done at all costs--we will have to work with
greater intensity in the second half of the Year. It is essential to stress
these issues to the maximum at accountability report and election party
meetings in all organizations which are concerned with housing construction.

Transport work, and primarily railroad work, must be constantly within the
field of vision of communists and party committees at all levels. Let it be
said directly: The situation in this area at the beginning of the year was
serious, but it is gradually being rectified. This trend must be developed
and consolidated by persistently raising the standard of the organizational
and educational activities of transport party organization.
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In contemporary conditions, the economical use of fuel and raw and other
materials acquires particular significance. Economy of resources is now being
jncluded in the state plan for production collectives. The situation is
worsened by the fact that in the first half of the year raw material branches,
and primarily petroleum, timber, and metallurgy, failed to supply the national
economy with a certain quantity of oil, timber, and rolled metal. The Tyumen
oil workers, timber workers in Vologda Oblast, and metallurgists in Donetsk
and Dnepropetrovsk are still heavily in debt.

Every economic leader and party worker must grasp the fact that only through a
strict economy regime and the use of resource-saving technologies is it
possible to ensure the realization of set production plans, having drawn the
corresponding practical conclusions from this. These problems must also be
kept in view by participants in accountability report and election meetings,
conferences, and congresses.

Responsible tasks face rural workers. While persistently striving to fulfill
the food program, attention must be concentrated mainly on further increasing
the production and purchases of agricultural and livestock products. Not only
the plans for this year have to be fulfilled--delivery shortfalls in the first
years of the current five-year plan also have to be made up to a considerable
extent.

The Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Moldavia, Altay Kray, and Omsk, Volgograd, and
Saratov oblasts are in great debt to the state in terms of grain purchases;
and the same is true of Vinnitsa, Kirov, Khmelnitskiy, and Uralsk oblasts with
1ivestock and poultry; and Perm, Zaporozhye, Surkhandarya and some other
oblasts with milk.

We cannot allow any weakening of attention to livestock breeding. Many party
organizations have recently studied this branch in great detail. In 1984,
despite fodder difficulties, purchases of livestock, poultry, and milk
increased by 4 percent and this year sales of livestock and poultry to the
state increased by 4 percent and sales of milk by 1 percent. At the same
time, the half-year plan for purchases of these basic livestock products was
not fulfilled by the Uzbek SSR and Kalinin and Kemerovo oblasts; and the plan
for milk purchases was not fulfilled by West and East Siberia and the Far
East.

An increase in the production of livestock products can only be ensured if
there is sufficient fodder. And, if one is to speak of the main link which
must now be grasped in this matter by the party organizations of economic
units, it is to ensure that specialists and mechanization experts master
fodder production technology which will make it possible even in unfavorable
climatic conditions to have access to valuable fodder.

Unfortunately, many of the progressive methods of producing and preparing
fodder which have been under discussion for a long time have still not been
put into widespread practices. Party organizations must energetically set
about spreading the experience of the Belgorod Oblast party organization,
which has been approved by the CPSU Central Committee Politburo, to reduce the
amount of grain used for fodder purposes. One must constantly bear in mind
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that supplying public livestock with fodder is not only an economic task, but
also a task of great political significance. And this task must be treated
accordingly, that is, without permitting compacency and parasitical attitudes.

Next year's harvest must now be a subject of urgent concern. These concerns
are connected to a considerable extent with the introduction of intensive
technological processes of crop cultivation. Intensive technological
processes are becoming the main means of increasing the stability of harvests
and the production of high-quality grain. The CPSU Central Committee supports
proposals to cultivate grain crops over an area of more than 30 million
hectares using intensive technology for next year's harvest. But, of course,
thorough preparations will have to be made for this. ‘

Thus, difficult economic tasks have to be resolved by the end of the year.
The maximum possible self-discipline and the fullest possible effort in work
are necessary in order to resolve these tasks; successfully complete the year
and the current five-year plan as a whole; and lay a reliable foundation for a
confident start in the forthcoming five-year plan. Socialist competition must
be oriented in this direction and given a truly combative spirit and effective
nature.

All of our political and organizational work among the masses should be
subordinated to this end.

The progress of the forthcoming accountability report sessions and elections
in the party will have exceptionally great significance for successfully
preparing for the congress and for achieving the aims facing the country at
the present stage of its development as soon as possible.

The April CPSU Central Committee Plenum set the task of conducting the
accountability reports and elections in such a way that they help develop as
much as possible the creative activeness and responsibility of communists, to
increase the combat efficiency of party organizations, to strengthen relations
with the masses, and, ultimately, to enhance the leading role of the party.
Consequently, when preparing the accountability reports and elections and also
during them, the work done in the accountability period and the state of
affairs in every organization~--beginning with party groups and workshop and
primary party organizations--must be carefully and comprehensively analyzed,
accumulated experience must be ecritically interpreted, and concrete ways and
means of improving economic, organization and educational activities must be
determined. '

It is important--and one must be strictly guided by this--that meetings,
conferences and congresses must be conducted in a truly businesslike way,
without ostentation or copmlacency and in an atmosphere of frank exchange of
opinions, party principle and exactingness.

Without any doubt, the main place at the meetings, conferences, and congresses
will be occupied by problems of socialist economic operations and raising the
standard of party leadership of the economy. The interests of the cause
demand that the problems of scientific-technological progress and production
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quality be at theicenﬁér bf the precongress accountability report and election
campaign. ' ‘

Meetings of the party and economic aktiv were held in the republics, krays and
,‘oblasts in June'and'July. They discussed the concrete tasks emanating from

‘the directives given at the conference in the CPSU Central Committee on
scientific-technological progress. The forthcoming accountability report
session and elections must be used extensively to carry the discussion of
these tasks to primary party organization and labor collectives, that is, to
where new equipment and technology is developed, introduced, and mastered.
The general state problem of accelerating scientific-technological progress in
the national economy has totally concrete interpretations for every production
subdivision, right down to the individual work place. There are reserves
everywhere,fcr'making more effective use of already existing production means
and for making better use of available resources. But we cannot be satisfied
“with this ‘alone. Production needs to be made more efficient and technology

has to be updated in order to ensure truly revolutionary improvements in labor
" productivity and a reduction in fund- and material-intensive production
operations. Precisely the party organizations must orient themselves toward
this approach.

Particular concern must be taken to ensure that truly businesslike, pertinent,
self-critical discussion of this topic takes place at accountability report
and election party meetings in ministries and departments, at scientific
research institutes, in planning and design organizations, and in higher
education establishments. It is important to orient these collectives toward
seeking solutions which, without repeating stages passed through earlier in
other countries, would make it possible to ensure a technological breakthrough
in entire branches of the national economy. Party organizations are expected
to comprehensively increase the responsibility of these collectives for
creative, productive work.

While discussing the problems of party leadership of the economy at the
congresses and conferences, it is essential to look carefully into the state
of affairs in capital construction and think deeply on what must be done to
increase the effectiveness of capital investments and to implement an
investment poliey which would be in the maximum interests of intensifying the
national economy. :

The conference in the CPSU Central Committee on scientific-technological
progress sharply criticized the Krasnoyarsk party kraykom for dissipation of
means and resources in construction and for the low effectiveness of capital
investments channeled into the development of the kray's production forces.
Obviously, many ministries and party committees must draw practical
conclusions from the criticism made at the conference.

First and foremost, it is necessary to ensure a decisive move in the direction
of reorganizing the investments structure by increasing the proportion of
outlays on technically reequipping and reconstructing existing enterprises,
workshops, and production sectors. This approach has demonstrated its great
effectiveness. The secret here, incidentally, is very simple. With this kind
of approach advanced equipment is handed over to those collectives with the




corresponding experience and to skilled worker cadres. This also ensures
rapid feedback, especially if the reconstruction and technical reequipping of
production is carried out comprehensively and in a short period of time. And
this must be discussed -thoroughly and in detail at accountability report and
election meetings and conferences, and also when discussing the draft Main
Aspects of the Economic and Social Development of the Country for the 12th
Five-Year Plan and up to the year 2000,

Perfecting the economic mechanism and the organizational structure of
management must fully serve to resolve the problems of intensifying the
economy and speeding up scientific-technological progress. Of course, the
main part of work to restructure management will be done in a centralized way.
Measures aimed at this are now being developed. But it would be wrong to sit
with arms folded, waiting for these measures to be adopted. A great deal can
be done in the field even now. There are a considerable number of superfluous
units in republie, kray and oblast administrative organs and in enterprises
and associations which could be amalgamated or abolished with no ill effects.

A number of problems connected with perfecting management have been resolved
in the country at initiative from below. Let us recall the formation of
production and scientific-production associations in industry and
agroindustrial associations in agriculture, and the introduction of a new
system of work remuneration and incentives for designers and technologists.
It will be extremely useful to raise issues of this kind at accountability
report and election meetings, conferences and congresses and to jointly think
of what else can be done in this area, while proceeding from experience that
has been accumulated, and what kind of changes in management organization will
yield concrete results. :

At the same time, it would be worthwhile to generalize the practice of the
work of enterprises and associations under the conditions of the economic
experiment and to closely study what this experiment has given us; what still
restrains the initiative of labor collectives and weakens their responsibility
and what should be done to consolidate and make more widespread progressive
forms and methods of economic operations. It is particularly important to do
this now, because a qualitatively new stage is beginning in the development of
the experiment. Basically, the transition is being made to forming an
integral system of economic operations. 1In accordance with the resolution
adopted by the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers "On
Spreading New Methods of Economic Operations and Increasing Their Influence on
the Acceleration of Scientific—Technological Progress," enterprises and
associations which will produce more than half of the industrial products
manufactured in the country as a whole will be transferred to the new work
conditions from 1 January 1986.

The collective of the association has decided to increase production output by
150 million rubles as compared with the projected figures of the five-year
plan while reducing the number of workers; to reduce the automobiles! metal-
intensiveness and the specific expenditure of fuel; and to shorten by 3 years
the period of time spent in preparing the production of basic machine models.
The principled nature of the Avtovaz workers initiative lies in the fact that
the collective has requested that its obligations be included in the state
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plan. The Central Committee Politburo has approved the initiative of the
automobile plant workers. Party organizations are expected to engage in
making this patriotic undertaking widespread; to control everywhere the
development of intensive plans for social and economic development for 1986
and .the 12th Five-Year Plan as a whole; and to ensure interested discussion of
these issues by communists at accountability report and election meetings,

conferences and congresses.

The tasks facing us at the contemporary stage require a further rise in the
standard of all organizational party and ideological work. And, the
forthcoming accountability report -and election campaign must actively assist
this. It is well-known that the combat efficiency of party organizations and
the strength of their influence- on the masses depend primarily on the
activeness of communists and on the way. in which they fulfill their vanguard
role. Consequently, during the accountability report sessions and elections
it will be necessary to carefully analyze the work of party organizations and
committees to improve the qualitative makeup of party ranks and to strengthen
these ranks; to increase party influence on all sectors, particularly in the
brigades; to educate communists; and to increase their responsibility for the
implementation of party policy and for strict observance of party directives.

The April CPSU Central Committee Plenum has required heightened demands to be
made on every party member regarding his attitude to -a social duty, his
fulfillment of party decisions, and his pure and honest image as a party
member. It must be borne in mind that the struggle for organization and
discipline in society will be successful only when order is ensured in every
‘party unit. That is why it will be necessary during the accountability report
sessions and elections, in primary party organizations in particular, to
conduct a principled, exacting discussion on whether every communist observes
statutory requirements and whether he sets an example in his work, every day,
‘and social life. In this connection, it will be useful to examine how fully
and effectively different means and forms are used for educating communists,
increasing their activeness and strengthening party discipline.

The practice of discussing communists' accountability reports at meetings has
recently become widespread in the Georgian Republic, Krasnodar Kray, and
Leningrad and Ulyanovsk Oblast party organizations, as well as in a number of
other party organizations. These accountability reports are one of the most
_effective means of enhancing the vanguard role of party members in a
collective. Experience attests to the fact that accountability reports
submitted by communists to their comrades help considerably to develop
communist activeness, discipline people and stimulate them, and ultimately,
have a positive effect on the life and activity of party organizations.
Having examined a report by the CPSU Central Committee organizational party
work department on this issue, the CPSU Central Committee Secretariat approved
the practice of holding communist accountability report sessions and
recognized the expediency of making such a practice widespread.

Speaking in October 1921 before political education workers, Lenin said that a
communist has three main enemies: "The first enemy is communist conceit, the
second is illiteracy, and the third is bribes." ("Poln. Sobr. Soch.", Vol U4,
p 173). A great deal of time has passed since then.: The second enemy--~
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illiteracy, in the conditions of which a man stands outside of politics
altogether, has long been put an end to. A great deal has also been done to
triumph over conceit and bureaucracy.

However, it is no secret that in recent years we have once again begun to
encounter such an evil enemy as bribe-taking. No compromises of half measures
can be permitted in the struggle against that evil.

The struggle against another social evil must be waged equally
uncompromisingly. It is essential that accountability report and election
meetings devote the most serious attention to the practical implementation of
the measures developed by the party and the government to overcome drunkenness
and alcoholism, and that the role of communists in this work and the
significance of their personal example be once again strongly emphasized.
This is all the more important in view of the fact that some communists,
Komsomol members, and leading workers are susceptible to the vice. Even since
the resolution was adopted by the CPSU Central Committee on the struggle
against drunkenness and alcoholism some comrades have not deemed it necessary
to give up this pernicious habit.

Everyone must understand that the struggle against drunkenness is not a short-
lived campaign. Adopting a "dry law" on a country-wide scale, as some
comrades suggest in their letters to the CPSU Central Committee, will
obviously not solve the problem, but every family and every collective can and
must struggle for a sober lifestyle. Of course, this is no simple matter,
because we are talking about overcoming inveterate habits and customs. Such
work will require unremitting and protracted effort by all party
organizations.

While taking every measure to ensure that the accountability report and
election campaign contributes to the maximum to developing communists'
creative initiative, further deepening internal party democracy, and ensuring
the observance of the Leninist norms of party life, particular attention
should be devoted to developing criticism and self-criticism-~this tested
method of resolving difficulties and contradictions that may arise, perfecting
work style and strengthening the collective principle in leadership at every
level.

It is impossible not to see that, under cover of the correct party demand that
respect be shown cadres, in some places permissible attitudes have begun to
appear and exactingness regarding workers' practical and moral-political
qualities has decreased. As a result, complacency has become widespread among
some of our leading cadres and in some labor collectives, and the sense of
irreconcilability toward shortcomings and the desire to make more rapid
progress and achieve more have become dulled. At times, criticism is regarded
as an attempt to undermine the authority of a leader or to cast a shadow on a
collective, which does considerabie damage. Without critieal analysis of what
has been done it is not only impossible to repair an omission, but one also
cannot determine correct guidelines for the future.

In some party organizations the role of criticism and self-criticsm has
clearly been depreciated. It is frequently expressed in bland form, mainly as

18




a wish or a request. In many cases, criticism comes chiefly from above and is
extremely weakly developed from below. For example, in the last 2 years there
has been basically no serious observation addressed to the bureaus or
secretaries at plenary meetings of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Kirghizia, the Khabarovsk Kraykom, and the Alma-Ata Obkom.
. Frequently the passivity of communists is explained precisely by the fact that
their eritical remarks are either totally ignored or are disposed of by means
of dutiful phrases about acknowledging criticism and promises to rectify
shortcomings. All this runs counter to the traditions of our party, and we
must put a decisive end to practices of this kind.

In a situation of tolerance and lack of principle, at times boot licking,
servility and conceit flourish like wild thistles and party principles of
cadre selection and state interests are consigned to oblivion. Precisely this
was discussed at a plenary meeting of the Chimkent Obkom. A. Askarov, first
secretary of the obkom, has been released from his post for major violations
of party and state discipline. This example once more confirms how important
it is to correct a leader who has stumbled, to do so in good time with the
exactingness of a bolshevik--and to thereby prevent his moral decline.

At all meetings and conferences it is necessary to create the kind of
atmosphere so that, as the April CPSU Central Committe Plenum indicated, every
party member can fully exercise his statutory right to submit proposals and
make observations and also, so that no critical remark is bypassed. We will
be better able to reveal the opinions of the party masses and all the working
people if we give the rostrum on a wide scale to rank-and-file party members
and the lower party aktiv.

During the precongress accountability report and election campaign, communists
must approach evaluation of the activities of leading electoral organs with a
high degree of exactingness, comprehensively analyze the style of their work,
and state frankly how well this style corresponds to the spirit of the times
and to the requirements of the present. . :

In this connection, I will cite a letter, a very topical letter in my opinion,
_which was sent to the CPSU Central Committee by party member V. Kovalev from
the village of Peski in Voronezh Oblast. He writes that, as a nonpermanent
correspondent of the rayon newspaper, he frequently has to attend
accountability report and election party meetings of brigades, sectors,
kolkhozes, enterprises and organizations. "And this," he continues, "is what
strikes me. After discussion of the accountability report, an appraisal is
given of the work of the party committee, the party bureau, or the secretary
of the party organization. But, what kind of appraisal? With any work the
appraisal is always one and the same~~'satisfactory'."

"] remember," writes Comrade Kovalev, "how the secretary of the party bureau
of a crop-growing sector of the Peskovskiy Kolkhoz submitted an accountability
report. There was nothing to say. Throughout the entire year not one party
meeting, not one session of the party bureau had been held. The situation was
also bad with economic affairs. But, however paradoxical it may seem, the
work of the party bureau was considered satisfactory.
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"This is not an isolated case. The poor work of the party bureau or its
secretary is frequently covered up by the fact that, as a whole, the
collective has worked and achieved something. If, however, indexes in the
collective are not so impressive, a no less 'convinecing' argument is put
forward: an unsatisfactory appraisal, quote, would undermine the prestige of
the rayon party organization. And so what is desired is passed off as
reality.”

The author of the letter is right. We have had more than one opportunity to
see the results of this kind of tolerance. For example, during the two
previous accountability report and election campaigns, virtually no
unsatisfactory appraisal was given of the work of primary organizations in
Uzbekistan and Rostov Oblast or the work of any party organization in Moscow
trade enterprises and institutions. Surely this did not correspond to the
true state of affairs? It is not a gquestion, of course, of the number of
percentages of appraisals. The essence lies elsewhere. An objective,
exacting appraisal of the real situation in a collective or party organization
is necessary in order to act correctly and not to shut oneself off from real
problems by creating the appearance of prosperity on paper. This is not the
demand of the time.

The accountability report and election campaign provides an opportunity to
resolve mature cadre problems--where needed of course. While showing as
considerate an attitude as possible toward experienced workers, at the same
time we must free ourselves of unenterprising, inert people who avoid real
organizational work among the masses. Let us recall how uncompromisingly
Lenin stated the issue, when it became necessary to make the transition from
the heroics of revolution and civil war to the "prose" of economnmic
construction.

"Whoever finds this work 'boring,"uninteresting'and'incomprehensible,m he
wrote, "is best 'freed from his post' and given up as a bad job so that he
cannot do any damage, because either he does not wish to or he is unable to
think about the originality of the given phase or stage of the struggle."
("Poln. Sobr. Soch.," Vol 44, pp 108~109). The directives of the April CPSU
Central Committee Plenum fully correspond to Leninist requirements and they
must be firmly put into practice by most decisively suppressing any attempts
to advance workers because of personal loyalty, kinship, or association. One
must not forget the lessons which practice has taught us in this area.

The process of forming the electoral party aktiv must be approached with
particular responsibility and politiecally mature, competent, enterprising
communists must be nominated for leadership--communists who have a feel for
the new, are closely connected with the party masses and the working people,
and are able to lead others. In a word, the composition of an electoral organ
must best correspond to the tasks facing the party and must be of a very
representative nature.

As before, workers, ordinary kolkhoz workers and economic specialists must be
elected to the party committees and party bureaus, and concern must be shown
to elect representatives of the scientific-technological intelligentsia.
During previous accountability report sessions and elections two workers or
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kolkhoz workers were elected to each bureau of the majority of party kraykoms,
obkoms, gorkoms and raykoms. This has justified itself and it would be useful
to implement this practice everywhere.

Recently, in accordance with CPSU Central Committee directives, women have
begun to be more actively advanced into leading work. Their number among the
secretaries of the Central Committee of the communist parties of the union
republics and of party kraykoms and obkoms has more than doubled during the
last 2 years. There are also more women now among the secretaries of party
gorkoms and raykoms and among heads of departments of party committees. At
the same time, in Orenburg, Rovno, Kharkov, Bryansk and some other oblast
party organizations, for example, this issue has still not been given due
attention.

We must consistently strive to ensure that nationalities represented in party
organizations are also properly represented in electoral party organs,
including among the leaders of these organs. Positive changes in this respect
are taking place in the majority of republic party organizations.
Nevertheless, this policy should be implemented with greater persistency in
Belorussia, Lithuania and Bashkiria.

Obviously, it is important that, after the accountability report and election
campaign has been concluded, there be a reliable reserve of cadres in the
party organs which will make it possible to avoid the practice of coopting
leaders of party committees in the future.

The question of the moral image of leading cadres must be raised once again
with great principle and urgency at meetings, conferences and congresses.
This is also a big political issue, a question of the firmness of party ties
with the masses and of party authority among the people.

During the accountability report and election campaign one must not overlook
the question of how the CPSU Central Committee directive on enhancing the role
of primary party organizations in the examination of problems of errors by
communist leaders is being fulfilled. This question was recently examined by
the CPSU Central Committee Secretariat. In the majority of party
organizations the situation has radically changed and the personal affairs of
communist leaders are examined at communist meetings. However, some party
committees have failed to draw the proper conclusions for themsleves. In the
Kaluga, Mordovo, and Chuvash party organizations these matters are still
examined, as a rule, by bypassing the primary organizations. Once again it
should be stressed that this practice is greatly detrimental to the task of
educating the cadres and is consequently inadmissible.

In a word, close attention must be devoted to our cadres' mastery of the
Leninist style of party leadership in all its richness in the period of
accountability reports and elections within the party. Perfecting style is
not a campaign, but a constant task. Turning the struggle for a Leninist work
style into a campaign is a sign of bad style.

The task of party committees does not only lie in steadily perfecting the
style of their own activities, but also in helping to improve the work methods
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of soviets, trade unions and the Komsomol at every level. Particular
attention should be devoted to the problems of activating Komsomol
organizations. It is well-known with what principle these issues are raised
and what great significance is attached to them by the CPSU Central Committee.
And it is very important that the directives given on this score in the
Central Committee resolution on party leadership of the Komsomol be
consistently and steadily implemented.

The problems of party leadership of the Komsomol and of enhancing the role of
the Komsomol in the communist education of young people must occupy a worthy
place during preparation for the 27th CPSU Congress and at the forthcoming
accountability report and election meetings, conferences and congresses. We
must comprehensively assist in further activating the Komsomol in the
country's political and socioeconomic life and in 1ncrea31ng young people's
contribution to the acceleration of scientific- technological progress and the
development of amateur artistic and technological creativity, physical culture
and sport, and the efficient organization of young people's free time. Those
bureaus of party committees and party organizations which elect young
communists working as secretaries of Komsomol organizations to their staff and
which prepare them for party work act correctly. This practice, as
Leningrad's experience confirms in particular, is totally justified. The
Central Committee will continue to make strict demands of party organizations
regarding their leadership of the Komsomol and education of young people.

Problems of ideological and political education work will occupy a worthy
place at the accountability report and election meetings, conferences, and
congresses. The question of how the directives of the June 1983 CPSU Central
Committee Plenum and the theses put forward by Comrade M. S. Gorbachev at the
1984 all-union scientific-practical conference are being put into practice,
must be closely examined. There is no denying that clear changes for the
better have recently appeared in ideological work. But, nevertheless, at
times it fails to achieve its goals and does not have the proper influence on
people.

In general, it would be worthwhile to examine whether we are not too keen on
mass measures which are sometimes for show and the feedback from which is
sometimes disproportionate to the effort expended. Meanwhile, ideological
work does not require a "general," wholesale approach, but a dlf‘ferentlated
approach to people and attention to the concrete individual, but, to hls
interests, and to his materlal and splrltual needs.

"Ideological-politiecal educatlon," emphasizes M. S. Gorbachev, "in all its
forms must be linked with life as far as possible and with the tasks of
speeding up the socioeconomic development of our motherland. In this lies the
essence of the changes which must be made to ideological work today. But we
nust move energetically in this direction without losing any time." This can
only be done by shifting the center of gravity of ideological work to the
labor collectives and primary party organizations. Our success will be all
the greater, the more extensively and actively leading cadres and people
capable not only of answering the keen questions of the working people in good
time and with sound arguments, but also, of practically resolving problems’
partlclpate in ideological work.
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Among ideological problems, those connected with the general educational
school reform are particularly topical and socially significant. The CPSU
Central Committee Secretariat recently heard a report by the Gorkiy Obkom on
progress in implementing the reform. It must be said that a great deal has
already been done in the field, particularly to create the conditions for
giving students work training and for increasing teachers' qualifications.
However, there are also grounds for saying that some party committees have
noticeably reduced their activeness in implementing the school reform and do
not show enough persistence in fulfilling set plans. A great deal remains the
same in schools. Consequently, the problems of restructuring schoolwork with
the aim of increasing the responsibility of communists in schools, institutes
and basic enterprises for the results of this work should be discussed with
interest in every party organization. :

Resolving the problems of the country's internal development is most closely
connected with CPSU foreign policy. Qur party draws the appropriate
conclusions from the complex international situation, and the prime response
to the threat to peace is maximum mobility of party ranks and real bolshevik
concern to speed up the growth of the economy and strengthen the country's
defense capabilities.

The accountability report and election campaign naturally gives occasion to
examine more closely the concrete state of affairs in a certain branch of
production collective regarding the output of products for export and the
expansion of their variety. We must be highly exacting in our approach to the
use of imports, primarily equipment. In a number of areas there is no proper
procedure for the introduction of foreign equipment into use, and the party
organizations can in no way reconcile themselves to this.

It is now difficult to find an enterprise or scientific research organization
whose representatives do not regularly go abroad either to study or convey to
others advanced technical or technological experience. How are scientific-~
technological cooperation and production cooperation developing with
enterprises and institutions in CEMA member countries? Are innovations
finding practical application? What is the quickest way to receive greater
return on the acquisition of licenses? All these questions cannot be ignored.

An important distinguishing feature of the current accountability report
sessions and elections is that the new draft edition of the CPSU program and
proposed changes in the CPSU statute and the main aspects of the economic and
social development of the country will be discussed at the same time as, and
in direct connection with, these reports and elections. Work on these
documents is progressing intensively. It is intended to examine these
documents at the next Central Committee Plenum and then submit them for
discussion by rayon, city, oblast, and kray party conferences and by
congresses of the union republic communist parties. There is a great deal of
work to be done, the aim of which is to convey the content and political
meaning of these documents to every individual and to utilize them for
establishing a communist world outlook and for developing the social
activeness of the broadest masses of the working people.
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The accountability report and election campaign will last several months. It
is very important to ensure daily, concrete leadership in this campaign and to
organize precise measures for preparing and conducting party meetings,
conferences and congresses. The responsibility for this rests with the party
committees, all their departments, and, of course, primarily with
organizational-party work departments.

They are bound to carefully instruct the aktiv on all matters, draw up a
schedule of meetings and conferences in advance, and organize an efficient
supply of information on the progress of accountability report sessions and
elections in order to eliminate without delay shortcomings which may appear.
It is expedient, as practice shows, to examine the first results of the
meetings and conferences in party committee bureaus. All this, of course,
does not mean that the preparation and holding of accountability and election
meetings and conferences should be regulated right down to the smallest issue.
The main aspect is the content. The electoral party aktiv must be extensively
involved in the entire complex of preparatory work so that the reports of the
electoral party organs on the work done during the accountability period are
thorough and self-critical and the discussion of these reports active and
constructive. Only thus will a report and its discussion and the entire
course of a meeting, conference or congress be an example of collective
interpretation of practice and of the problems set by life.

Special attention must be devoted to holding accountability report sessions
and elections in the lower units. Secretaries and members of bureaus of
communist party central committees and of kraykoms, obkoms, gorkoms and
raykoms, and the leaders of ministries and departments must participate in the
meetings and conferences of primary party organizations. In this respect, of
course, it is not simply a question of attendance. Communists must be helped
to pick out the chief, topical issues and to correctly determine their program
of future work.

While utilizing the experience of past years, we must organize extensive
elucidation of the course of accountability report sessions and elections
Wwithin the party in our press and on radio and television. In this respect,
it is important that publications should be objective and impassioned in the
bolshevik manner, should not avoid sharp corners, as they say, and should not
keep silent about critical remarks addressed to specific workers. Of course,
it will not only be necessary to take most careful account of all observations
made during the meetings, conferences and congresses, but also to
energetically adopt practical measures to realize these observations and
proposals. Wide publicity will further strengthen the people's trust in the
party.

The accountability report and election campaign must serve as a review of
party forces and contribute to the maximum to mobilizing all party
organizations, all communists and all working people to fulfill the new tasks
of communist construction which will be set by the next, 27th, CPSU Congress.
Broad public interest has always been shown in the accountability report
sessions and elections in the party. Now, particular attention will be
riveted on them. The accountability report and election campaign and all
precongress work must be conducted in such a way that people will see for

24




themselves that the party and party organizations are aware of urgent
problems, do not avoid them and are confidently setting about resolving them.
In this lies the guarantee of strengthening the atmosphere of confidence and
optimism in our society and its determination to progress forward and improve
the state of affairs in every sector of communist construction without

exception.
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GREAT FORESIGHT
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 12, Aug 85 (signed'to press 14 Aug 85)'pp 23-34

[Article by V. Golobokov, written on the occasion of the 110th annlversary of
K. Marx's work "Critique of the Gotha Program"]

[Text] Unification had become a necessity. It had grown, matured and,
finally, taken place. At the Gotha Congress, which was held at the end of May
1875, the two workers' party organizations in Germany--the Lassallians and the
Eisenachians--merged into a single socialist workers' party. A step forward
had been taken in the country's revolutionary movement. It was dictated by
the full circumstances of the struggle waged by the German proletariat.,
However, this practical step had been taken at the cost of theoretical
concessions of a principled nature. The program adopted at the congress was a
retreat from the previous Eisenach progranm.

Although welcoming the unification of the party, for "each step in a real
movement is more important than a dozen programs," K. Marx and F. Engels
sharply criticized the draft Gotha program. In a letter to W. Bracke, dated 5
May 1875, but also addressed to other party leaders, such as A. Geib, J. Auer,
A. Bebel and W. Liebknecht, Marx wrote: "...My sense of duty does not allow
me, even by maintaining dlplomatlc silence, to accept a program which, in my
conviction, will be deflnltely unsuitable and will demoralize the party" (K.
Marx and F. Engels, "Soch." [Works], vol 19, p 11).

Marx's and Engels' sharp critical reaction to the draft program was entirely
understandable. In a revolutionary movement (particularly a communist one)
any practical step taken regardless of long-term tasks leads, in the best of
cases, merely to a temporary success., A real movement not governed by
theoretically substantiated and scientifically formulated objectives is an
uncontrolled and inconsistent movement which loses its guidelines and tends to
go backwards. Such negative features are greatly intensified by any
ideological retreat.

The unification of German labor parties, which had become 1mm1nent had to
take place but not, however, at the cost of concessions of principle made to
opportunism. If because of the existing circumstances, Marx wrote, it was no
longer possible to “"advance the Eisenach program any further, one should have
simply agreed on action against the common enemy" (ibid., p 12). The adverse
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consequences of theoretical compromises with opportunism--loss of direction by
the movement, loss of its independence and demoralization in the ranks--are
severe. Marx cautioned that those who believe that the price of this instant
success had been cheap were wrong.

'This was a question essentially of the programmatic objectives of the
movement. At a time when the proletarian parties were merely being created,
when they were only beginning to develop as an independent political force and
when the working class itself had merely entered the path of transformation
from a "class within itself" into a "class for itself," i.e., into a class
clearly aware of its basic interests and able to distinguish them from the
interests of the other social classes and systematically to work for their
implementation, already then Marx drew attention to the characteristics of the
future social system contained in the program of such a party. This was no
accident, for the formulation of effective tactics substantially depends on
the clear understanding of the final objective, the means of satisfying it and
a profound understanding of the nature of events. '

At that point Marx was not trying to draft a program for a workers' party. He
was criticizing. However, as we read this apparently strictly polemical work,
we are stunned by the extent to which criticism organically develops into a
positive presentation of the main problems of the communist reorganization of
reality. In this work, Marx formulated a number of basic ideas of great
importance to this day, on the socialist revolution, the transitional period
from capitalism to socialism, the dictatorship of the proletariat, the two
phases of the communist society, production and distribution of the public
product in its first phase, the basic features of total communism and the
conditions of its advent, the dialectics of the national and the international
in the communist reorganization of society, the place and role of
nonproletarian toiling strata in the revolutionary movement and others.

"...A new program," Engels pointed out, "is always an unfurled banner and it
is by it that the outside world judges the party" (ibid., p 6). In
criticizing the program adopted by the German social democrats, Marx
formulated the basic principles which a party struggling for a new social
system should inscribe on its banner., '

Marx's entire theory, V. I. Lenin emphasized, is the application of the theory
of development (dialectics) towards capitalism (see "Poln. Sobr. Soch."
[Complete Collected Works], vol 33, p 84). The result of this application was
the profound scientific reflection of the capitalist production method in its
dynamics, presented in its logical sequence in Marx's "Das Kapital."
Furthermore, Marx and Engels always tried to take the study of the development
of bourgeois society to its final conclusions, to an understanding of the
nature of the new social system (although in its most general yet essential
features) which would replace the old one. Steady theoretical refining of the
outlines of the future and tireless work for its sake are the leitmotiv of
Marx's and Engels' entire revolutionary and scientific activities. However,
among all of their works, Marx's "Critique of the Gotha Program" was singled
out for the reason that it was precisely here that the theory of the three
basic stages in the communist reorganization of social life and the two phases
of the future system, the theory and elements of which may be found, in one
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aspect or another, in virtually all of Marx's and Engels' works reaches its
classical maturity. Theoretically, the "Critique of the Gotha Program" is the
straight continuation of "Das Kapital," for it directly raises the question of
the use of dialectics not only in the study of capitalism but also in "the
future development of future communism" (V. I. Lenin, op. cit., vol 33, p 84).

The application of dialectics to actual reality means, above all, the
consideration of the latter from the viewpoint of its progress toward
something and from the viewpoint of its transformation. But into what? This
is the main question to be answered by such a study. The answer is not easy,
particularly when it is a question of replacing one socioeconomic system with
another. The new society is not the simple extension of the old. It is
qualitatively or, more precisely, essentially different. In terms of the
historical process, this also means a break in continuity, a leap, a fault in
history. This is not a simple change of features, qualities and properties of
one aspect or another of human society., It is a change of historically
defined forms, a change in the foundations and the very source of development
of social life--the production method. In such a case, the anticipation of
the future cannot be a simple extrapolation of the processes of today or
tomorrow. It must indicate the radical, the essential difference of the
future society and reflect the fact that the old society is truly replaced by
a new one. Therefore, it was important to Marx to indicate precisely the
essential distinction between the communist and the capitalist soclety, which
presumes a consideration of communism and socialism in terms of their very
essence. This is one aspect of the matter.

The other is that the new society does not appear out of thin air. It is the
product of contradictions within the old society. In his analysis of the
"Critique of the Gotha Program," Lenin wrote that socialism "stems from
capitalism. It historically develops from capitalism and is the result of the
effect of a social force created by capitalism" (ibid., p 85). At the initial
stages in its establishment, the communist society cannot avoid carrying the
features of the old social system or eliminating the "birthmarks" of
capitalism. Historical continuity is manifested in the fact that the new
social system furthers the development of human society as a whole, on the
basis of prerequisites created by the preceding social system. The
establishment of the new society, consequently, is the result of the effect of
forces created within the old society and the process of transformation of
these very forces in accordance with the essential features of the new system.

1

We know that in the Marxist understanding, history is the socialization of
mankind. The historical stages of this socialization are the socioeconomic
Systems, each one of which is a specific social organization in a state of
development. The viewpoint of the bourgeois concept of social 1life is the
individual, and society as the simple total of individuals ("civic socliety,”
in bourgeois 19th century scientific terminology), "assembled" in a purely
external manner. This is the foundation of petit bourgeois and opportunistic
views on socialism,
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In the Gotha program, these views were most clearly expressed in the
Lassallian thesis of the future society, in which there will be a "just
distribution of uncurtailed labor income." It is precisely against this
thesis that Marx aimed his criticism,.

If a society is a conglomerate, a simple total of individuals, all that it
produces could be entirely distributed among its members., 1In itself, the
reproduction of society becomes the reproduction of individuals. However, if
society is something more than the simple sum of individuals, Lassalle's "just
distribution of uncurtailed labor income" becomes meaningless, for, as Marx
proves, society "curtails" the jointly produced product by subtracting from it
the part which is necessary to maintain the existence and development of
society as a whole.

The overall social product, according to Marx, breaks down into two parts.
The first is needed to replenish the consumed means of production and to
create new ones and as security against accidents, natural disasters, and
others. The other part is used for consumption. In turn, it is divided into
administrative expenses, which decline as the new society develops; increased
social funds, used for the joint satisfaction of needs (education, health
care, communal services, etc.); and funds for support of those who cannot
work., "It is only at this point," Marx goes on to say, "that we approach the
type of 'distribution' which, under Lassallian influence, has been so greatly
limited and which applies precisely to that part of the consumer goods which
is divided by the collective among individual producers" (K. Marx and F.
Engels, op. cit., vol 19, p 17). Marx describes here the process of social
reproduction from the viewpoint of distribution relations and the slicing of
the already produced social product. He considers all such distribution
relations from the viewpoint of the needs for reproduction, the restoration of
the material foundations of social life and expanding output. In other words,
in this analysis the profound basic relations which develop in the course of
the production process appear within distribution relations and determine
them, for the product is divided in such a way as to be able to participate in
the restoration of the production process itself and, on this profound basis,
in the re-creation of the entire social entity. We see quite clearly here the
fact that Marx considers the communist society as well a self-reproducing
organic entity in all its aspects, each one of which is also a prerequisite
for and result of the dynamics of the entity itself (see K. Marx and
F. Engels, op. cit., vol 46, part I, p 229).

Marx also characterizes the distribution of the remaining product among the
members of the future socialist system from the reproduction viewpoint.

Initially he speaks of distribution in a communist society in general,
regardless of its phase. "In a society based on collectivism and the joint
ownership of means of production, producers do not exchange their products;
whatever labor has been invested in the production of commodities is
manifested here as the value of such commodities, as one of their inherent
substantial features, for which reason at this point, unlike the situation in
capitalist society, individual labor exists no longer indirectly but directly
as a structural component of the overall labor" (K. Marx and F. Engels, op.
cit., vol 19, p 18).
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Individual labor is direct social labor and a structural part of the latter,
which does not need to assert itself as such with the help of indirect
marketplace relations. Public ownership of means of production is the base
for such an individual labor. These were the concepts which Marx formulated
at this point in direct opposition to the bourgeois production mechanism,
based on commodity-monetary relations.

Commodity output means production for the sake of trade rather than consumer
- value. This precisely is what capitalist production is, not only because its
objective is value (added value) but also because it is itself organized in
accordance with the laws of commodity exchange, on the basis of the purchase
and sale of a specific commodity--manpower. The main objective in the
application of manpower is to obtain a value greater than the value of labor.
Equality and "justice" in the exchange of commodities turns into inequality
and, furthermore, into the exploitation of man by man. "A characteristic
feature of the capitalist epoch is the fact that to the worker himself
manpower assumes the shape of a commodity he owns, for which reason his labor
assumes the form of hired labor," Marx writes. On the other hand, it is only
as of that point that the commodity form of the labor product assumes a
universal nature" (K. Marx and F. Engels, op. cit., vol 23, p 181).
Therefore, capitalist production means developed commodity output or commodity
production in its mature form. "The form of value of the labor product is
both the most abstract and most general form of the bourgeois production
method, which characterizes it precisely as a special as well as historical
social production type" (ibid., p 91). In other words, as a historically
‘defined production method, the bourgeois production method is distinguished by
the development of commodity relations. This is its specific feature.
Commodity relations are that same "abstraction" and simple "category" which,
according to Marx, although "expressing a most ancient relation valid in all
forms of society, nevertheless acts in this abstract practical truth only as a
category inherent in a most modern society" (K. Marx and F. Engels, op. cit.,
vol U6, part I, p 41). Consequently, the conditions for the existence of the
bourgeois production method--private ownership of the means of production and
the conversion of manpower into a commodity--are also conditions which allow
commodity-monetary relations to reach their most mature forms. That is
precisely why, in describing the nature of distribution in the new society, in
his "Critique of the Gotha Program," Marx makes a direct comparison between
this fact and distribution and trade which, under capitalism, are based on
value and commodity-monetary relations.

Marx also needs this comparison to emphasize the radical distinetion between
the new and the old production method and to understand the way in which the
new society originates from the old. 1In the latter case, in discussing the
development of the new social system itself and the stages and phases of this
development, i.e., the establishment of a communist, organically integral
system, Marx does not limit himself to pitting the old against the new
society. He also notes similar and even identical aspects and features of
"their dynamics (existence). However, he constantly emphasizes that these
aspects (features) exist within radically different social systems.
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Whereas in the development of a social system which has become an organic
entity each prerequisite in its development is also a result of this
development in the course of the establishment of the integral system, the
initial factors of this establishment and its results are clearly
distinguished as separate features of this process. The more the results of
this development begin to participate in this process as its prerequisites,
the closer we come to the complete establishment of the integral system.

The watershed which separates the new from the old social system was clearly
defined by Marx: "A period of revolutionary transformation of the first into
the second lies between the capitalist and the communist society. Consistent
with it is a politically transitional period during which the state can be
nothing other than a revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat® (op. cit.,
vol 19, p 27). The proletarian revolution is the point of departure for the
establishment of the new society, the very beginning of this process. The
struggle against the obsolete system has by no means ended. However, the line
has already been crossed. At this point the proletariat not only assumes
governmental power, thus establishing its own political domination, but also
makes the necessary economic changes related to establishing national
ownership over the means of production and, on this basis, the organization of
a socialist production system. ' ‘

The seizure of political power and key positions in the economy make it
possible gradually, as the socialist system expands and strengthens, to
organize the production process on a collectivistic basis on the scale of the
entire society. Marx described this stage as the first or lower stage of
communism. It is lower because "here we are dealing not with a communist
society which has developed on its own base but, conversely, with a society
which stems precisely from a capitalist society and which, in all respects,
economically, morally and intellectually, retains the birthmarks of the old
society from which it emerged" (ibid., p 18).

Not on its own base.... Unquestionably, with this Marx emphasizes that the
first phase of the communist system represents a stage of establishment in
terms of its higher phase. At the same time, socialism as well goes through a
number of stages in its development. At that time, however, Marx did not call
for a consideration of these stages, for no factual data for such a
consideration, -no real socialism, existed as yet. Marx limited himself merely
to a description of the most general yet essential aspects of the first phase.

Under socialist conditions, social ownership of the means of production and
distribution according to labor lead to a thorough reorganization of the old
production method. They change it without eliminating the continuity. What
is this continuity? Above all, the existence of a common principle of
equivalent exchange, the measure of which is labor. It is precisely this
principle that is the base of commodity turnover and socialist distribution
according to labor. Depending on the distribution of that share of the
overall product which is destined for individual consumption in a socialist
society, based on the labor contribution of the individual, we see that here
as well the purpose is the corresponding organization of the production
process and of the functioning of the main social production force--man,
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Every producer, according to Marx "receives back from society, after
everything has been subtracted, precisely as much as he contributes to it.
His contribution to society is his individual labor share. For example, the
social work day is a sum total of individual working hours. The working time
of the individual producer is that part of the social working day he has
contributed, his share of it. He obtains from society a voucher for the
amount of labor he has contributed (subtracting his work in favor of social
funds); it is on the basis of this voucher that he obtains from the social
stocks the amount of consumer goods equivalent to the invested amount of
labor. The same amount of labor he has contributed to society in one form is
returned to him in another" (ibid.).

Marx further emphasizes that the principle of distribution according to labor
and that of commodity exchange coincide to the extent to which the latter is
an exchange of equal values. 1In other words, the coincidence is based on the
assumption that the exchange is even. In the former case, however, it is a
question of exchanging products of the direct social labor whereas, in the
latter, of an exchange of goods, of a value exchange. These are two very
different things.

Value is not simply the labor invested in the creation of a specific product
but labor materialized in the commodity, i.e., in a product to be traded.
Equality of values does not in itself mean equality of the labor invested in a
product, for the specific work invested in the production of an item should
earn a social recognition via the marketplace, by comparing it with other
objects created under different circumstances, which could be more or less
favorable. In a system of developed commodity output, exchange based on equal
labor is more an accident than a pattern. In commodity exchange, Marx writes,
principle and practice clash, for "an equivalent exchange exists only on an
average, rather than in each individual case" (ibid., p 19). What is
considered is only the socially averaged labor, the exchange of commodities
through the market, rather than the actual labor invested under different
production conditions and, therefore, itself quantitatively different.

The principle of equivalent exchange necessarily conflicts with the practice
of developed commodity production and circulation also because (and above all)
the exchange is actually nonequivalent in an area which is the foundation of
such a production: in the organization of production forces by hiring
manpower. The wage of the direct producer, Marx points out, "is not what it
may seemj it is not the value or the price of labor but merely a concealed
form of value or price of the manpower" (ibid., p 24). The producer is paid
not on the basis of the actual labor invested in the production process but of
the value of the manpower. Therefore, in this area there is no equivalent
exchange based on labor, although there is an exchange which is entirely
consistent with the laws of commodity turnover.

The content and form of equivalent exchange under the conditions of public
ownership change, Marx points out, "because under the changed circumstances no
one can contribute anything other than his own labor and also, on the other
hand, individuals can acquire nothing other than individual consumer goods.
As to the distribution of the latter among individual producers, the ruling
principle here is the same as in the exchange of commodity equivalents: a
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certain amount of labor is exchanged in one form for an equal amount of labor
in another" (ibid., pp 18-19). It is this principle that indeed dominates,
i.e., it must coincide with its practical implementation.

The coincidence of principle and practice under socialist conditions does not
mean in the least the total exclusion of cases of violation of distribution
according to labor. Something else is meant here: not the lack of deviations
from the law but the absence of the law itself. Unlike capitalism, inherent
in socialism is the fact that the principle and its practical implementation
are one and the same, by virtue of the social nature of the system.
Therefore, any type of violation of distribution according to labor is
intolerable under the conditions of real socialism, for this affects the very
foundations of the new society. Perfecting the specific socialist
distribution mechanism and strengthening social justice in the distribution of
material and spiritual goods are constant concerns of the community party,
which is the leading and guiding force of socialist society.

As we pointed out, Marx did not set himself the task of analyzing the gradual
development of the first phase of the communist system. Guided by his
concepts, however, and relying on the experience of practical construction and
in the course of this construction, it was Lenin, the Leninist party and the
fraternal parties of the socialist countries who undertook to solve this
problem. This not only confirmed the basic, the essential characteristics of
the first phase of the communist system, as given by Marx, but also opened new
facets of its theoretical prescience. ‘ ‘

At the present time, socialist society in our country has entered the stage of
its maturity. The characteristics of this stage are found in the documents of
the 24th, 25th and 26th CPSU congresses, the decrees of party Central
Committee plenums and the speeches of party leaders. If we try briefly to
express the basic feature of developed socialism, compared to the previous
stages in the development of socialist society, according to this formulation
it would consist precisely of the intensified interdependence among all
aspects of the social organism and the appearance of the type of internal link
among them which would qualitatively change the nature of each one of them,
turning them into organic links of a single entity. In other words, the stage
of developed socialism is nothing other than the transformation of socialist
society into an entity, a transformation which, although nearly at its
beginning, has already clearly shown itself and left its mark on all aspects
of socidl life. ' ‘

Now, as was pointed out at the April 1985 CPSU Central Committee Plenum, our
society is on the threshold of major changes based on the need for a
qualitative reorganization of the economy. "The development of Soviet
society," Comrade M. S. Gorbachev, CPSU Central Committee general secretary
points out, "will be determined to a decisive extent by qualitative shifts in
the economy, its conversion to intensive growth and the comprehensive
enhancement of its efficiency." The course of production intensification
drafted by the party means, metaphorically speaking, increasing the
"metabolism" in the country's economic organism, improving the system of
interrelationships not . only among sectors but also among production stages,
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and optimizing the ratios which are developing in the course of the production
and distribqtion processes and the utilization of the overall social product.

In connection with these tasks, the theoretical reflection of the develdping
Socialist society is assuming increasing importance in Soviet social science
from the viewpoint of the fullness and nature of its internal connections.
Marxist-Leninist classical legacy and the theory of socialism and research
methodology developed by Marx provide invaluable aid in this connection.

"We are currently taking serious steps to improve the economic base of
socialism and its economic mechanism," M. S. Gorbachev said at the December
1984 All-Union Practical Science Conference. ‘"Understandably, this work will
be the more successful the better the social sciences indicate the way of
development of production relations and the organization of economic
management." Priority is assumed by basic problems, such as ways of
‘accelerating scientific and téchnical progress and comprehensive production
intensification; development of socialist owWwnership methods, which ensure the
‘increasing organic combination of the direct producer with the social means of
production; perfecting economic planning, as the main means of implementation
of the party's economic policy; and ensuring the qualitative improvement of
distribution relations. ‘ : =

Commodity-monetary relations existing under socialism should contribute to the
implementation of these tasks. Better utilization of levers, such as price,
production cost, profit, credit and others, will unquestionably contribute to
the country's economic development., "FUrthermoreJ'Comrade M.’'S. Gorbachev
also stressed, "reducing the tasks of the fuller utilization of the potential
of the socialist social economic system merely to this would mean reducing the
value of basic principles and advantages of socialism, such as the planned
nature of our economy, the priority of social objectives of economic
development and the possibility of its delibérate'optimiZing with a view to
achieving deep production quality changes in the interests of soclety."

i

Based on socialist production relations, the purpose of the new system is to
prepare the transition to the higher specifically communist phase of
development of our socioceconomic system. It is precisely at this point that
distribution will become possible not according to labor but according to
need. The socialist principle of distribution, although not a variety of
commodity, of value exchange, contains the type of equality which may be
applied to people who are unequal (in terms of capability, character or actual
living conditions). "With equal labor and, COnsequently, equal participation
in the social consumption fund, in fact some receive more than others, become
richer than others, and so on. 1In order to avoid all this or, more
accurately, instead of being equal, one should be unequal" (K. Marx and F.
Engels, op. cit., vol 19, p 19). In the first phase, howéver, Marx
emphasizes, such shortcomings are inevitable.

"At the higher phase of communist society, after the enslaving subordination
of man to the distribution of labor has vanished, and, along with it, when
‘this contradiction between mental and physical labor has disappeared, when
labor is no longer a means of existence but the prime necessity of life, and
when along with the comprehensive development of individuals production forces
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grow and all sources of social wealth are fully used, only then will it be
possible entirely to surmount the narrow range of bourgeois law and society
would be able to inscribe on its banner: From each according to his
capabilities and to each according to his needst" (ibid., p 20). It was thus
that Marx formulated the end objectives of the communist movement.

2

On the eve of the Great October Revolution, Lenin wrote his programmatic work
"The State and Revolution" in which a separate chapter (Chapter Five) dealt
with the future social system. This chapter was based entirely on the
analysis of Marx's "Critique of the Gotha Program" which Lenin had made from
the viewpoint of two basic trends: economic and political, and from the
viewpoint of the stages of economic (and, more extensively, social)
development of the new social system, and the development of communist
statehood. The singling out of these leading trends makes it possible not
only to recreate the integral picture of social progress but also to describe
the basic features of Marx's criticism of opportunistic views on society.

The party program is a political document and the interpretation of the
economic development of society is needed in order better to clarify the
political tasks in the reorganization of the entire area of social life,
including the production area itself. The specific Marxist approach to the
study of social phenomena is to identify the internal link between the
economic and the political and, in general, among all aspects of the social
entity and to singling out within it its core, that which is the foundation
for functioning and source of development of the social organism. It is
precisely this that distinguishes Marx's approach to the problems of polities
and class relations, formulated in the Gotha program, from the approach of its
authors. The question of the state is central among the political problems.

The opportunistic authors of the Gotha program considered the state a kind of
autonomous being paning above society. That is why they were unable to see
that a specific social system also creates a respective type of statehood,
regardless of the type of rule. In considering the state machinery totally
separate from the social organism (Prussian military-bureaucratic despotism,
"garbed in parliamentary forms," merely strengthened this illusion), they
steadliy referred to its help in presumed "socialist" changes.

The state is not an autonomous entity standing above society but flesh from
the flesh of the social system within which it exists. In a class society,
the state is the administrative machinery of the ruling class; in a bourgeois
society it is the organ of bourgeois class rule. To rely on the help of the
bourgeois state in making socialist changes means failure to understand the
actual situation. "The German Labor Party, should it accept this progran,
would realize how superficially it has become imbued with the socialist
ideals; instead of considering the existing society (something applicable to
any future society) as the tfoundation' of the existing state (or the future
society as the foundation of the future state), conversely, it considers the
state as some kind of autonomous being with its own 'spiritual, moral, free
foundations'™ (ibid., vol 19, p 27). The "autonomy" of bourgeois thinking,
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which tries to consider all features as autonomous formations only
superficially interlinked was manifested here with particular emphasis,

Marx's great merit is that even during the period of the establishment of
proletarian parties operating within bourgeois societies burdened by various
vestiges of feudalism he raised the question of the development of the future
Social system and emphasized the need for its scientific development. Marx
blames the authors of the Gotha program for ignoring this question. The
political stipulations raised in the program do not go beyond bourgeois-
democratic requirements, for which reason the program cannot formulate the
objectives and define the tasks of the labor movement. In other words, in
this matter the program is essentially no program.

Lenin provided a similar elaboration of the problem of statehood and its
development under the conditions of a communist system, It was from this
angle that in his "State and Revolution" Vladimir Ilich thoroughly analyzed
not only Marx's "Critique of the Gotha Program" but also Engels' 18-28 March
1875 letter to Bebel which was written also in connection with the publication
of the draft. The main conclusions made by Lenin are today widely known.
Equally widely known are the reasons, internal and external, which lead to the
increased role of the socialist state in building communism, Without
discussing all of this in detail let us merely mention an aspect the
interpretation of which will enable us to gain a clear idea of the dialectiecs
of political and economic relations in society, politics and economics as
inseparable aspects of the single social entity. This refers to the process
of "withering away" of the state.

We still come across a rather simplistic straight idea of this process as the
simple disappearance of the political and legal functions of the state and its
reduced role in social life. Since under real socialism the significance of
the state of the whole people is currently increasing, the conclusion could be
easily drawn that the anticipation of the founders of Marxism-Leninism did not
come about.

To begin with, the socialist state is no longer a state in the strict meaning
of the term. The reason for which Engels gave the Paris Commune its name was
that the proletarian state was not an organ of coercion of the exploited class
by the exploiting class. 1In suppressing the opposition of the oppressors, the
state of proletarian dictatorship provides the type of actual freedom to the
broad toiling masses which would be inconceivable even in the fullest possible
bourgeois democracy. Whereas it was said about the first form of the
socialist state~-the dictatorship of the proletariat--that it remained a
"semistate," this applies to a much greater extent and greater logic to the
socialist state of the whole people. Under socialism the state withers away,
for there are no longer capitalists. "Therefore, there is no class to be
suppressed” (V. I. Lenin, op. cit., vol 33, p 95).

Secondly, the process of the withering of the state is manifested not simply
in the elimination of some functions but also in the radical changing of the
old ones and the acquisition of new, previously not inherent in the state.
This is manifested with particular clarity in the fact that the state becomes
the organizer and coordinator of the overall economic life of society. The
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idea of converting the state into a socioeconomic center imbues all post-
October (as well as many pre-October) Leninist works. The state apparatus, in
the strict meaning of the term, he emphasized, "is destined to die whereas the
apparatus of the type of a higher council of the national economy is destined
to grow, to develop and to strengthen, assuming the entire most important job
of organized society" (op. cit., vol 36, pp 377-378). Currently the state
planning organs are the nucleus of the system of socialist economic management
and improvements in their work determine the efficiency of overall economic
management.

Naturally, centralized planning must not develop into a most detailed and
petty supervision regulating the work of enterprises and organizations,
paralyzing their initiative and restricting their independence. Strengthening
centralized planning along the main lines presumes the further broadening of
enterprise rights, use of true cost accounting and, on this basis, upgrading
the responsibility for, and interest of the collective as a whole and of the
individual worker in end labor results.

Enhancing the autonomy and responsibility of enterprises within the framework
of the further advancement of planning and strengthening of plan and state
discipline is a task for the present. This involves the problem of the
already existing unified national economic complex of real socialism, as an
indicator of problems which are currently being resolved by the socialist
state. Such problems in the development of the statehood of the new social
system were not especially considered by Marx in his work. However, the very
reality of the currently functioning single national economic complex
controlled from the center is the best proof of the accuracy of Marx's
essential prediction: his emphasis on the need for a communist statehood and
for its radically changed function and role. In this case Marx did not act as
a prophet. He was a brilliant scientist equipped with the results of the
preceding spiritual development of mankind and furthering this development.

The social processes which are taking place in socialist society make it
necessary to pay attention to yet another important feature of the "Critique
of the Gotha Program," i.e., that Marx made no distinction between the first
and second phases of the communist system in terms of class structure. He
considered both a single classless society. The class division existing under
the conditions of real socialism is related to the fact that in the initial
stages of development the new society undergoes a period of "completion" of
its internal and inherent principles, the assertion of which reorganizes all
realms of social life. As the drastically intensified process of erosion of
distinctions among classes, the stage of developed socialism is a period in
the history of socialist society in which the "completion" is nearing its end
and an intensive development of society on its own foundations begins. The
epoch of developed socialism is one of the embodiment of the essence of
socialist society in its completeness. The elimination of the division of
society into classes, in its main and essential features, started as early as
the first phase of communism, and the possibility of which was pointed out at
the 26th CPSU Congress, clearly confirms Marx's theoretical designs.

Marx could see ahead across decades and centuries. Today, when socialist
society has become reality, his scientific plan has by no means lost its
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significance, nor could it, for in their discussion of the programmatic
documents of the communist movement, Marx and Engels invested the entire power
of their theoretical thinking which encompassed all spiritual achievements of
mankind., It was the profound realization of this fact that allowed Engels to
throw at his opponents the statement that "our party has absolutely nothing to
learn from the Lassallians from the theoretical point of view, i.e., from the
point of view of what is of decisive importance in a program.,..," (K. Marx and
F. Engels, op. c¢it., vol 19, pp 1-2). This statement was not a manifestation
of lack of modesty by a genius; in addition to everything else, it was based
on profound knowledge of one's opponent.

Lenin considered it his duty to "consult with Marx" whenever it became
necessary to weigh and make most important decisions. Yes, precisely, to
consult in the manner in which revolutionaries from different countries came
to Marx for advice, which always turned out to be the best. In precisely the
same manner today communists, scientists and working people engaged in
resolving the basic problems of our time turn to him for advice. The CPSU is
the party of scientific communism. All of its activities in the
reorganization of society are based on the achievements and conclusions of
Marxist-Leninist theory. Marx's ideas are as relevant today as they were more
than 70 years ago, when Lenin most clearly proved the reasons for this
permanent relevance: "Marx's doctrine is omnipotent because it is true. It
is complete and efficient, giving people a purposeful outlook, irreconcilable
with any type of superstition, reaction or defense of bourgeois oppression"
(op. eit., vol 23, p 43).

History is developing according to Marx. The same purposefulness which was
characteristic of the activities of the founders of scientific communism may
be seen in the advance of the international working class toward the full
liberation of all mankind from capitalism and the inflexible building of a new
society by the Soviet people and the peoples of the fraternal socialist
countries.
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© TOWARDS THE 27TH PARTY CONGRESS

FLEXIBLE SYSTEMS: PROBLEMS OF INTRODUCTION
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 12, Aug 85 (signed to press 14 Aug 85) pp 35-42

- [Article by Candidate of Technical Sciences V. Krasnov and Candidate of
Technical Sciences V. Prikhodko] : S ~

[Text] At the present stage in the economic development of mature socialist
society the need for a decisive turn in converting the national economy to the
track of intensive development becomes particularly chucial, so that it may
assume the most advanced scientific and technical positions and reach the
world's highest level of social labor productivity in a short time. The party
gives priority to the radical acceleration of scientific and technical
progress as the main strategic lever of national economic intensification and
the better use of acquired potential, Comrade M. S. Gorbachev, CPSU Central
Committee general secretary, emphasized at our party's Central Committee
Plenum in April 1985. Flexible ‘automated production systems, which permit the
integration of comprehensive automation with all-round economy of manpower
resources, are one of the most noticeable achievements of thé scientific and
technical revolution, which trigger qualitative and, one could say,
revolutionary changes in industry.

Demands for updating output and improving its consumer qualities have
increased lately. The final year of the current five-year plan calls for
faster increase in machine-building and metalworking output. The
manufacturing of the newest equipment and flexible automated production
facilities grows significantly. In 1985 industrial robot production will be
increased and will account for more than 14,000 units. The scientific and
technical revolution provides for the introduction in industry of industrial
robots and manipulators, programmed numerical control machine tools and
computer devices for controlling technological processes and automated design.
Technical cybernetics, automation and rotor technology, which substantially
increase labor productivity while drastically improving production quality,
are developing intensively. Automation today is the most important component
of scientific and technical progress. The trends in comprehensive production
automation are determined by its type. Thus, the application of automatic
production lines and rotor technology is typical of mass production. For
small-series production with large and frequently changing variety, flexible
automated production systems (GAPS), i.e. rapidly readaptable production
facilities, are the basic trend in comprehensive automation.
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In analyzing GAPS one could say that "production flexibility" is manifested in
one or another extent at any level of development of production forces. For
example, one could call a system consisting of a universal machine tool and a
skilled worker flexible. If, in this connection, there is a corresponding set
of equipment, i.e. instruments and attachments, then such a production system
can be readjusted to manufacture different parts and can easily be adapted to
their changes. The degree of flexiblity of a production system is determined
by the speed and range of readjustment, but is not entirely covered by that,
One must also remember the quality of control of the readjustments as well as
of technological operations themselves in a readjustable system. The
necessary quality of control is determined by the skill, experience and
ability of the worker. The rigid system, which consists of a specialized
single-operation machine tool and a worker, can serve as an alternative to the
flexible system. In this system man's control functions are reduced to a
fixed (determined) sequence of "on-off" type actions.  Adaptive control, i.e.
the possibility of adjusting to changes of external and internal nature, is
typical of a flexible system.

In order to understand the functions of this latest revolutionary technology,
one must study a production system consisting of an aggregate of universal
machine tools and skilled workers. Its flexibility will depend both on the
- possibilities for MOVING pieces between machine tools and on how tasks are
distributed among the work places, in order to turn out production in the
shortest possible time or, as we usually say, to optimize the system's work.
Moreover, situations are possible where, for instance, a machine tool breaks
down or a worker goes on leave. Then the work organization of the entire
system must be changed and reorganized. Here the control tasks acquire a new
gquality: those of structural organization in the presence of changing
external (change of production demand) and internal conditions (unforeseen
situations of technical or other nature) are added to controllin the: process
of influencing the labor object. Industry is constantly running into such
continually complicating problems. Increased productivity, increased
efficiency of equipment utilization and the improvement of production quality
all depend on production flexibility. However, optimal control of a complex
set of events becomes virtually impossible within traditional production.

The issue of comprehensive automation of such production activity elements as
influencing the labor object, reorganization with a view to satisfying demand
for new goods and the optimal management of these processes, including
control, becomes urgent. GAPS are called upon to resolve this three-fold
problem. How does this happen? 1In a certain sense, GAPS can be considered as
a large machine tool with programmed numerical control (ChPU). ChPU machine
tools enable not only the automation of the process of influencing the labor
object, but also the automation of control reorganization for manufacturing
new parts. The next step towards GAPS is the automation of retrieval and
Substitution of tools and attachments. This is followed by the automation of
loading blanks and removing finished items, transporting them, automating
tallying during system operations, automating auxiliary operations (such as
the removal of waste), ete. Besides ChPU machine tools, the technical devices
for such automation include processing centers, industrial robots,
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manipulators, automatic transport devices and automated warehouses. Computer
technology is particularly important to flexible automated production systems.

Above all, computer systems, known as terminal computer complexes, provide for
the control of technological equipment (machine tools, technological robots,
control and diagnostic devices). Furthermore, it is necessary to somehow
coordinate the operation of the computers. The so-called network computer
complexes fulfill this role. The overall tasks of management, calculation,
storage of large volumes of information, processing system status information
and optimizing its operation are entrusted to the controlling computer
complex. These computer complexes, according to the nature of problems solved
and the level of subordination, are a multilevel system, in the high end of
which the controlling computer complex is distributed, and in the low end, the
terminal computer devices. Such structures are usually known as hierarchical.

A generalized GAPS could be a particular aggregate of equipment which is
capable of automatically reorganizing itself to produce a new item. One of
the features of this aggregate is the fact that the system acquires the
ability considerably to increase labor productivity and production quality in
comparison to a simple set of universal equipment, each of which is tended by
a worker. This is promoted by a high level of automation, resistance to
external changes and to faults within the system, and the possibility of
providing such technological routes which lead to the target in the shortest
possible time. The widespread nature of transportation systems, which ensure
the timely delivery of parts to the stipulated place, is characteristic of
GAPS. :

Information on the status of all vitally important elements of the system is
forwarded to the controlling computer complex. The latter is the brain of the
entire system, which carefully monitors the status of peripheral units and if
necessary, reorganizes their work so that the system can meet its assignments.

An important property of GAPS, which distinguishes them from all previously
used production systems in multiple production, is the possibility of
operating without human participation for a long time, during second and third
shifts for example. It is a question of so-called unmanned technology. Here
it is appropriate to note that "unmanned production"” can be ensured only if
all the technical equipment in the GAPS is highly reliable. It is not enough
to solve the structural questions and questions on controlling the complex
processes of reorganizing the system; one must ensure the uninterrupted
operation of computer hardware, robots, transport and technological equipment.
The comprehensive solution of these problems alone will make the conversion
from ChPU machine tools to comprehensive automated sections, shops and plants
possible. ‘

An essential functional GAPS feature is the capability of optimizing the
production process, i.e. ensuring the output of quality goods with minimal
outlays of time and resources. One may also note features such as freedom of
choice of software, the possibility of carrying out an arbitrary operation in
several positions simultaneously, and mobility (position shifting choice).
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There are currently two approaches to GAPS structure. The first presumes the
reorganization of production lines, in which complementing machine tools which
can be readjusted for new production are sequentially unified. The second
approach stipulates the multilevel hierarchical structure of technological
grouping and control systems, the availability of a central warehouse and
local warehouse-storage areas for each complex of interchanging machine tools,
which compose the hardware part of the system. The hierarchical concept of
‘GAPS 1s embodied in this approach. These GAPS systems are more complicated in
implementation, but together they have many advantages, among which are the
possibility of gradual expansion of the system, its maximal efficiency in the
presence of partial automation (within the system complete automation is
always provided for and contacts with manual operations occur through a
central warehouse) and many others.

In connection with the development of GAPS, the problems of automated
production control systems (ASUP) appear in a new light. Automated shop
control systems deserve particular attention, since the shop is the
fundamental production subdivision of the enterprise, acting as a production
system. The shop could also be considered a hierarchical production system,
consisting of sectional elements. Here the ASU resolves two groups of
problems: organizational-current (current calendar planning, development of
shift-daily assignments, control, accountability, etc.) and current-
technological management (organization of the flow of control programs for
flexible production modules, equipment status control, ete.). The controlling
computer complex, upon which the tasks of shop ASU are placed, is included in
the plant ASUP circuit through the use of technical and software connection
methods. The efficiency of shop ASU is determined by the extent to which both
control circuits work synchronously. Microprocessor equipment and personal
computers play an important role in GAPS control systems.

Among the economic aspects of flexible automated production facilities, one
should, above all, note their high capital intensiveness. Qutlays for
- information and control systems account for a considerable share of all
outlays in the creation of GAPS. At the same time, GAPS will offer the
opportunity to reduce fixed capital and outlays while mastering new output.
Based on the concept of unmanned technology, flexible automated production
makes possible two- and three-shift work on the very same equipment in
automatic mode, to increase the workload coefficient, and to substantially
raise labor productivity due to the comprehensive automation of production
processes, to reduce time loss in retuning of equipment, and to optimize the
workload of fixed capital which lead to a shortening of the manufacturing
cycle. GAPS presuppose a high level of production balance.

These systems are merely at their initial stages. Above all, the task of
resolving the problems of updating production, anything from a new model of
automobile, a fashionable suit, a modernized machine tool or any of a
multitude of children's toys, 1s laid upon them. The concept of flexible
automated production systems successfully combines such contradictory
. principles as mass production and variety. By means of GAPS it is possible to
produce a large batch of consumer goods in a short time, such as clothing,
while including elements in each article which distinguish it from the others.
It is practically impossible to do this on an ordinary production line, since
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- it is impossible to rapidly convert to production of a new type of clothing
when fashion changes. Here, two levels of production flexibility are needed:
‘the capability of readjusting within the limits of the given variety and the
capability of readjusting when variety changes. This does not apply only to
the production of consumer goods. The social significance of these systems
lies not only and even not so much in the fact that they can respond more
rapidly to changing demand to satisfy our growing needs. It is important that
GAPS promote change in the nature of labor. On the whole, man's participation
in social production acquires new meaning: the transition from the applied
technological functions of influencing the labor object to creative, more
meaningful, and consequently, more productive labor, is accomplished.
Flexible automated production systems are called upon to show how erasing the
border between physical and mental labor is specifically accomplished, and how
science is converted into direct production force. A significant increase in
labor productivity promotes, on the one hand, an increase in volume of
production of needed output; on the other, it stimulates the development of
other economic spheres by redistributing labor resources, as in the service
industry. In absorbing the latest achievements of science and technology, and
involving ever new strata of working people in technological progress, GAPS
promote the enhancement of society's intellectual potential. Machines do not
detract from man. It is man who shifts to the machine functions which it can
perform better than he can,

At this point, incidentally, it would be expedient to refine the term
munmanned production", in which applied technological and motor functions and
_ the functions of logical automation are transferred to the machine. This
transfer is accompanied and supported by the expansion of the realm of man's
intellectual activity. Therefore unmanned does not mean production without
activity for man. One of the basic aspects of the human factor in examining
the social significance of flexible automated systems is represented precisely
by this. All this now allows us to speak of GAPS as a new element in labor
means. And here the problem of cadres acquires primary significance. It has
two interrelated sides: training of cadres for both the creation of GAPS and
for their utilization. The people who substantiate and develop GAPS should be
skilled specialists in industrial cybernetics. Highly skilled technologists,
electronics technicians, operators, tuners and repairmen are needed to service
GAPS. The introduction of GAPS requires a different, higher standard of
production and management. It is necessary to teach people, production
managers above all, how to handle a large inventory of automated equipment and
its technical servicing and to adapt the entire organization of work to
" today's highest stage of automation--robotization. It is necessary to train
such cadres purposefully and, perhaps, in the manner in which future
physicists are chosen, starting with grammar school. One must identify the
~ talented children, capable of proving themselves in industrial cybernetics.
The task is not easy, but it is realistic and can be resolved withing the
framework of the school reform.

VUZs (or industrial cybernetics departments) for training specialists in GAPS
should be shaped as technical universities (similar to MIFI [Moscow
Engineering Physics Institute] and MFTI [Moscow Physicotechnical Institutel).
Such educational institutions, combining depth of corresponding fundamental
.knowledge with well-grounded study of production technology and organization,
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are called upon to train specialists who understand the problems of
comprehensive automation, who see them fully, and who want to and can work in
this field. Lately, the training of specialists in robotics and industrial
cybernetics has been organized in several of the country's VUZs. This work
should be done more systematically, purposefully and consistently.

The design, manufacture and introduction of GAPS requires an essentially new
type of interrelationship among developers, manufacturers and consumers, and
the coordination of many organizations' and enterprises' efforts. A serious
technical and economic study and substantiation should preceed the creation
and introduction of GAPS, so that the application of such complex and
expensive equipment does not turn out to be onerous for the enterprise and
does not le