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MOROCCO

REPORT BY FOREIGN TRADE BANK SUMMARIZED.
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 55, Dec 83 p 30
[Article: ''Morocco Held Firm in 1982, Thanks to the Policy of Caution"]

[Text] A report was recently issued by the Moroccan Bank for Foreign Trade
concerning the fiscal year 1982. The report shows Morocco's economic situation
during that year in light of the international economic situation. In addition,
it sets forth the development of the country's budget and situation.

The report says that in 1981 Morocco was affected by a drought that damaged its

agricultural season and, consequently, its gross domestic product. However, the
heavens were generous with rain in 1982 and so the results were better. Never-

theless, the international economic crisis heavily influenced the positive fac-

tors.

Despite all this, says the report, Morocco's efforts at development continued.
The state's investment in the area of infrastructure rose from 9.6 billion dir-
hams in 1981 (the dollar is equal to 7.5 dirhams) to 12.5 billion in 1982, mean-
ing that an increase of 30.2 percent occurred.

The gross domestic product increased by 5.6 percent, after having fallen 1.3
percent in 1981. The credit for this is basically due the agricultural sector.
It should be pointed out that the magnitude of both public and private invest-
ment increased in a concrete fashion. Gross fixed capital formation reached
20.3 billion dirhams, as compared with 16.9 billion in 1981. This means that
the increase amounted to 20.2 percent, as compared with 14.7 percent in the
previous year.

With respect to the agricultural sector, the grain harvest leapt forward by
131 percent. This means that it increased from 21.2 million qintars to 49 mil-
lion. Despite this increase, it still did not meet the needs of the country.

The production of legumes increased by 232 percent. That is, it rose from 0.6
million gqintars to 2.2 million. It continued to be 1l percent lower than the
harvest for the seasons from 1978 to 1980, ‘

The production of beets and sugar cane rose by 3.2 percent, meaning that total
output was 2.8 million tons, from which 374,000 tons were produced. Cotton




production amounted to 19,900 tons, meaning that an increase of 6.5 percent
occurred. Citrus production fell to 977,000 tons due to unfavorable climatic
conditions, while citrus exports fell by 12.4 percent. Europe took 396,000 tons
of citrus, while the other markets accounted for about 209,000 tons.

Morocco's mineral exports were small in comparison with last year, as a result
of international conditions. Mineral exports showed no growth. Rather, a fall-
off occurred in some cases, especially with respéct to iron, copper, zinc and
antimony. However the group belonging to the Moroccan Phosphates Office strength-
ened its position in the international market for phosphate and its derivatives,
thanks to a commercial policy which adapted to the predominating circumstances.
At the same time, efforts continued to industrialize 30 percent of natural phos-
phate production locally. The new chemical complex will double the amount of
phosphoric acid which the country can export in 3 to 4 years. Exports of raw
minerals, which consisted largely of phosphate, were worth about 4,113,000,000
dirhams in 1982, as compared with 4,487,000,000 dirhams in 1981.

The deficit in Morocco's balance of trade increased. Inflation, which afflicted
the whole world, and the rise in the exchange rate of the dollar were the chief
causes of this deterioration. Morocco exported 18.3 million tons of goods and
materials, which were worth 12.4 billion dirhams. - In 1981, it exported 19.7
million tons of goods worth 12 billion dirhams. As for the country's imports

in 1982, they amounted to 10.7 million tons worth 25.9 billion dirhams. In
1981, Morocco imported 10.9 million tons worth 22.4 billion dirhams.

Similarly, the cost of living index rose 10.5 percent in 1982, as compared with
12.5 percent in 1981. The credit here is due to the policy of fighting inflation.
The budget deficit amounted to 10.4 billion dirhams, as compared with 12.8 bil-
lion in 1981. The money supply increased by 11.2 percent, as compared with 15.5
percent in 1981. Similarly, bank loans increased by 17.2 percent, while loans
intended to finance exports and investment rose by 46 percent.

The bank's report says that Morocco has been able to stand firm in the face of
the internatiomal crisis without foregoing development, thanks to its cautious
economic and financial policy and the diversity of its resources and industrial
structure.

With respect to the performance of the bank, its budget by the end of 1982
amounted to about 6,159,500,000 dirhams, as compared with 5,018,000,000 dirhams
in 1981. The bank's total budget amounted to 8,586,000,000 dirhams. Deposits
increased by 264.6 million dirhams, with checking accounts amounting to 744.5
million dirhams, current accounts to 1,064,400,000 dirhams, and savings accounts
to 134.09 million dirhams. Time accounts amounted to 734.6 million dirhams,
while accounts payable amounted to 833.9 million dirhams. Short- -term loans
amounted to 2,181,100,000 dirhams, while long~term loans amounted to 190.07
million dlrhams. Unclassified loans amounted to 44.6 million dirhams. Treasury
bonds amounted to 1.2 million dirhams. The bank's profits amounted to 65.8
million dirhams.
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MOROCCO

MOROCCAN MINISTER OF EQUIPMENT KABBAJ INTERVIEWED
Beirut AL—IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 55, Dec 83 pp 28-29

[Interview with Mohamed Kabbaj, the Moroccan minister of equipment, by Husayn
Fawwaz: '"Korean Companies Have Harmed Arab Contractors'; date and place not
specified]

[Text] ' In an interview with AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL, Minister Mohamed Kabbaj
assessed the accomplishments of Morocco's Ministry of Equipment and demanded
that economic integration among the countries of the Arab Maghreb be implemented
quickly. Here is the interview: '

[Question] The Ministry of Equipment was recently established in Morocco.
What are the most prominent accomplishments which have been achieved so far?

[Answer] It is well known that Morocco possesses an important infrastructure
network, although it is not an oil country, as are some Arab states. The state
became aware of the importance of infrastructure, which it came to see as the
first incentive for the economic sectors and a basic factor in assisting them
to develop. Let us take roads as an example. Since independence, the state
has spent large sums in order to provide a modern network of roads which has
facilitated communications and lowered the number of accidents. We now possess
26,000 kilometers of serviceable roads, all of which are in good condition.

We are currently working to open up new highways and maintain the extant roads.

With respect to ports, Morocco had only Casablanca in the era of colonialism.

It used to monopolize 95 percent of the Moroccan economy. Therefore, in the era
of independence the state has spent huge sums on the construction of ports, es-
pecially since Morocco has a very important location on the Mediterranean Sea
and the Atlantic Ocean. Work proceeded along two tracks: the first called for
developing all of Morocco's regions in the same way, while the second consisted
of building specialized harbors. This is a new kind of work for Morocco. Today,
we have come to possess 20 harbors in numerous locations with various specializa-
tions. Let me mention the port of al-Jarf al-Asfar, which specializes in phos-
phate and phosphate derivatives. It can accept ships with a capacity of 100,000
tons. Then there is the rebuilt port of Casablanca, which can handle all types
of ships, especially container vessels. There is also the port of Mohammedia,
which is still under construction. It will specialize in petroleum and will

be able to accept vessels with a capacity of 150,000 tons. As for the city of




Agadir, its harbor can no longer handle all the work it gets. Therefore, we
have begun to build a huge harbor which will be the equal of that at Casablanca.
In the next stage, all of Morocco's shores will have large harbors outfitted to
accept various kinds of ships. This policy has produced effective results, for
the region of North Africa has flourished and received investments now that it
has been supplied with a suitable portal to the sea. ,

As for water, this is a problem from which most Arab countries suffer. There is
no need to spell out the importance of water. Rather, it suffices to say that
if Morocco had more water, its economic capacity would be many times greater.
Therefore, we had to have a water policy. This led to the policy of building
dams, which have been the object of criticism by some countries which say that
the development of industry is more advantageous. However, experience has demon-
strated that our policy was on the mark. Today, we can provide irrigation for
more than 800,000 hectares. This is especially important because Morocco is
interested in stimulating agriculture. With respect to water distribution, we
have been able to supply industry and the inhabitants of the cities with what
they need, despite the drought we have been experiencing for 4 years. Other
countries, after all, suffer from the problem of water too, although they have
large amounts of water. One thinks of Spain and the south of France.

In order to gain the greatest benefit from our water supply, we have conducted
an experiment which is unique in the Arab world. We have used the same water
for more than one purpose. We have transported it from one reservoir to another
across long distances so that it could be reused for generating electricity or
irrigation. Therefore, I can say that we are capable of confronting any increase
in the demand for water in the areas of industry, agriculture and drinking water.

As for the other utilities, such as the post, the telephone system and trans-
portation services, they belong to other ministries. However, mention must be
made of Morocco's airports, since we now have eight international airports dis-
tributed across the country.

[Question] Is it possible to say, therefore, that Morocco has reached the
point of saturation with regard to infrastructure?

[Answer] We cannot reach that stage in the complete sense of the word as long
as needs are increasing and the economy is constantly developing and growing.
However, one can say that planning and implementation are going on constantly
in order to meet the needs which arise in all areas. It suffices to say that
infrastructure's share of the state budget is more than 60 percent. If we take
as an example the dam sector's accomplishments, we find that Morocco now poss-—
esses 33 large dams which provide a large and sufficient quantity of water and
electricity. However, we are still planning and building more dams. The most
prominent among them is the Missirat Dam, which will have a capacity of 2.1
billion cubic meters of water. Moreover, we have initiated the construction
of large dams in the Oued el-Akhdar region, as well as in the vicinity of the
city of Marrakech and in southern Morocco. In addition, we have dug a canal
120 kilometers long to bring water to the Marrakech Dam, because that region
lacks water. This project will help to meet the needs Marrakech has for drink-

ing and irrigation water.




' Cooperation with the Arab States

[Question] 1Is there cboperation with the Arab states in the field of infra-
structure?

[Answer] Naturally, there has been cooperation on the level of financing, since
the projects we have undertaken have been large and needed huge amounts of fi-
nancing. Thérefore, some help has been given by some Arab states. However, one
must point out that only limited economic development can occur in Morocco with-
out Arab economic cooperation. Morocco will not be able to establish broad-
based economic relations with the countries of Europe because the difficulties
are great. For example, Morocco's agricultural output is significant. However,
it cannot be disposed of in the European countries, especially since the Medi-
terranean countries produce similar goods. The same is true of industry, con-
struction and infrastructure. Morocco's capacities exceed its needs. In addi-
tion, Morocco needs ﬁany things. For example, in the area of studies and re-
search it is impossible for a state like Morocco to possess diversified techni-
cal capabilities in all fields. Even a great nation like France does not poss-—
ess all these capabilities. Because of all this, a more comprehensive model
must be devised for Arab economic cooperation. An Arab economic block must be
created, thereby providing a huge market with integrated production and consump-
tion capacities. '

Morocco and the Conference of Arab Contractors

[Question] What role can the Conference of Arab Contractors in Casablanca play
on the level of Arab cooperation in the field of contracting?

[Answer] I followed the founding meetings of the Arab contractors with interest.
I suggested to Morocco's representatives in the Arab states that they encourage
the institution of cooperation among Arab contractors. We hope that the Casa-
blanca conference will issue a series of decisions which will direct the Arab
governments toward giving the larger share--if not the entirety—-of Arab projects
to Arab contracting companies. What bappened in the past bad a negative effect
on the Arab contracting sector, especially since the foreign companies which
came to the Arab world benefited. The benefit they provided could have been
provided by Arab companies. Moreover, the phenomenon of foreign workers, espec-
ially in the case of the Korean companies, has harmed Arab contractors. We also
hope that there will be a chance for Arab companies to work in all the Arab mar-
kets. It is true that a Gulf company might offer a lower price than a Moroccan
company in the beginning, but gradually, as time passes, it will be possible for
things to clarify and for cooperation to spread.

Contracting in Morocco is free of restraint, in accordance with the economic
system. It is also completely Moroccan. However, we have a large area of opera-
tions in the fields of construction, road-building, farming and canal construc-
tion. Currently, we use the services of foreign companies only for the construc-
tion of large dams and harbors, on the condition that a Moroccan company must
take part in the project as well. Foreign cooperation is essential in large
projects like these, because the problem is not merely technical. There is a
financial problem as well. Therefore, I think that there must be Arab coopera-
tion in the field of contracting. We must establish large contracting companies




with financial resources and high-level technical capabilities, so that they
will be able to execute large projects in the Arab countries.

Linking Africa to Europe

[Question] What stage has been reached by the studies of the project to link
the African continent with Europe?

[Answer] Since the visit of the King of Spain to Morocco in 1979, initial
studies of the project have been started with Spanish--Moroccan cooperation.
These studies have shown the great importance of a land road between the two
continents. Therefore, we asked the international agencies to give us their
advice. International experts came and were shown the studies we had done.
Moreover, the economic council of the United Nations issued a recommendation
calling for participation in the execution of this important project. The re-
cent studies have produced more than 30 ways to execute the project. After sort-
ing them, we came up with three solutions. One of them is to dig a railroad
tunnel. Another is to build an automobile bridge. We are now preparing a
final study, which discusses the question of how to obtain financing from coun-
tries or banks. However, the important thing about the project is that it
would revitalize the old dream of supplying Europe with natural gas from Africa.

The Economic Unity of the Maghreb

[Question] 1Is it now possible to talk about an economic federation for the coun-
tries of the Arab Maghreb?

[Answer] All through history, the Maghreb has never been divided into countries.
Ibn Khaldun did not talk about countries, he talked about tribes. We in the
countries of the Arab Maghreb have true integration. We number 50 million

souls, and that number will reach 100 million by the century's end. The areas
are large and wide. They contain energies which are sufficient for the needs

of the region. We have petroleum and minerals, and we can be self-sufficient

in terms of agriculture.

The important thing is that the potential for integration exists. We have
wasted a lot of time and should not continue to ignore the potential for an
economic federation of the countries of the Arab Maghreb. We had set up a firm
link with Algeria, which was an extension of our internal markets. Moreover, a
large number of Moroccans used to live in that brother country. Despite poli-
tical problems, I think there is reason to hope that firm cooperation can be
re-established so that we can attain economic integration in the Maghreb.
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'M,Iust 1et it not be worse.

" 'gettlers will probably note one event, at least, ‘that clouded their ‘relation~

 ISRAEL

- i

"-, ‘ORTHL *"'com-m m r'o RR II TLPVIEI’ED o C‘r'rTLLI'n T ISSUL
..Ofra NLQDDA in chrev Jo 65 4 Hov U3 pp e 7

Jf[InterV1cv w1th Naj Gcn Orri Orr, out001nr ccntral conmander by Isra e]
. Har'el and liaggai Segel: . "I Do Yot Favor tho Settlemcnt of Jevs in Arab

cf,Gettlenents”"date and place not snec1f1ed]

;[Text] A chanbe of comm and in txe 110n s den. MaJ Gen Ur1 Orr 1is 1eav1nnr for
" another asslnnment.' le is’ leav1ng his succesgor, ”aJ Gen ‘Annon Shahaq, an 1n~
. heritance like the one he recéived from his predecessor, Lt ‘Gen Moshe Lev1.f;
. ‘quiet ex ternal ‘borders alon331de a aeethlng 1nternal front Judaea and Sanarla.k‘*

:;;The last half ycar thct Orrl Orr spent in the central conmand was also the most

“difficult in his tern there. The events 1n Hebron and ‘the uncea ing attacks on a” -

Jewish transportatlon in Judaea and Samaria almost resulted in chaos. ‘'Believe
‘me," laj Cen Orr told NEQUDA, on his last day in the central cormand, 'we burned . |
‘the midnight oil night after night’ in this office in an attenpt ‘to find the best -
' - possible solution that would put an end to the -attacks on the settlerq in' Jidaea .
t’and %amarla. He have had some succeqseu, but there is no perfect solutlon." N

: Luck vaq on Orrl Orr's 51oe, ‘and durlng hlS term here he was not forced 1nto
‘unj'leasant’ experiences as was the fate of some of his predecoosore. the ,
evacuation ‘of "illegal" settleﬂcnts.- ‘Nevertheless ‘the historians’ among the

ship with the outjoing géneral: the fact that  he did not prevent ”Pcacc Tow' o
derionstrators ‘ffon'aedending on 1ndependence day to the pa]ce where the' Har—~ - -
_Bralkha settleirent's dedlcatlon cerenony- was taling place and dlsruptlnp it.o

z'fuaj Gen Orr was aslcc for an e:plnnatlou or the inc1dent 1n th1 1ntcrv1e" N

,TQucStion] aj Gen Orr, what 31cn1flcant chan"es have occurred on Israel s

»_eastern front durln" the perlod of your tenule as general of the central coomand’ffff;

‘*[Aaner] The najor S1¢n1f1cant occurrcnce durlng,the perlod of ty tenurc on t
_-eastern front: is the protracted war bet"een Iran and Iraq: Indeed, tlis var has
removed tbe 1mncd1ate dancer of war on our eastern boroer, but, .at’ the ‘sane’ time,

the ea°ter1 front is gtlll our major front. . In fact, fron a strateglc p01nt_of‘f~f'”

~;v1cy, the nortlern rront belon s to Lhe caatern front.«




One of the worrisome processes that began in the last 2 years on the eastern
front is the strengthening -of the Iraqi army. -Iraq has, in fact, ‘doubled the
strength of its army during the course of the war. The Iraqi army ‘today num-
bers more than 20 divisions; that is a large number which would have been be-
yond the cavabllity of the Iraqi army 2 or 3 years ‘ago.  Indeed, it is diffi-
~cult to gauge the parallel qualitative increase that has occurred in the Traqi
-army, but it is clear that its 'war with Iran's army, a war that ‘has lasted 2 ¢
- years, has provided a lot of military experlence to its officers and enllsted 4
men in the use of modern weaponry and in thé conduct of battles. - This was o
has seen the use of the world's most modern weapons: attack helicopters, mis-—
.siles, etc. ’ ' T ‘ o S ' S .

. If tomorrow there should be a peace agreement between Iran and Iraq, it is
likely, of course, that Iraq would turn against us a significant portion of the
divisions that she has recently amassed. . This growth has also occurred in the

Syrian army, which today numbers 400,000 draftees. Syria today would ‘like to
build a large army which would be able to flnht Israel alonc, w1tloutfre1ying
on the help of other Arab enemnies. - : e

As far as Jordan is concerned the principal danger that she poses to us is
the very fact of her being open territory for the support and operation of

the eastern front. Fortunately, the internal relations in 'the Jordan-Irag-
Syria triangle are not good, and it therefore does not pose for us any 1nnedi~
ate danger. However, things could chan"e over nlght. ‘ » ' c

[Question] Do you favor JOlnt Arab Jew1sh res 1dence in the c1t1e° of Judaea
and Samaria? oo ‘ : : ‘

[Answer] I have witnessed more incidents of friction than of peaceful co-: -

- existence. Then, too, the cities that were mixed before the establishment of
the state—-Haifa, Tzefat, etc.--were not partlcularly successful. “ By the’

way, the Arab dignitaries from liebron who met recently with the minister. of
defense did not come out against Olryat 'Arba’',: but against the Jewish settle-
ment within Hebron 1tse1f. Apparently, tlls is WHat is caUSlng the ferment. E

The overridlnb questlon 1s, do the Jewq who want to live w1th1n an Arab popu—
lation ‘in fact want. to establish a basis for coexistence or do they perhaps

want to ‘‘throw out' the Arabs? I suppose that most, in fact, want the flrst

p0331b111ty, but the 1ocal Arabs reel otherwise. ‘ : : < :

In my oplnlon, as lonc as there is no peace, we Ulll not succeed in’ crcatlng

a framework for coexistence. - In ‘this regard, I am more pes91most1c than others.
The framework for coexistence is not like :the worm in the :apple, cut off from .
‘everything going on around it. Today, after the Peace - for Calilee war and the
weakening of the PLO's influencé in Judaea and Sanarla, we. can dlscern, here
and there, the first glimmers of a search for solutions based on coexistence

by the local leadership, but it is hard to p01ut to a clear process that Vou]d

~ lead to the flndlng of such a solutron.

[Questlon] The settlers 1n Judaea and Saﬂarla are aware of the efforte in~
vested recently by the security forces to prevent attacl ‘on Jewish transporta-
'LlOp on the highways of Judaea and uamarla.




ﬁeve rtheless a large portion of the ! settlers has a strong, £e011n° of insecurity
in everything connécted w1tn travel o1 the roads s Do vou, nerlaos, haVL any
rrood news for tuem7 B B L L ’
[Auswer] That is a 0004 question. It seens to tie that everyvhere todaj the
settlers lack the patience that characterized them in vears past. uaqy Hore
stones were thrown in SHEudeﬂ in the past txan are heing thrown now Ln Iebron,
and, despite that, the residents of the area were far more patient’ about it.
They shouted less; It seens to me tnat behind some of these denancs_For in—:
creased securrtJ o tne rocds lulh certaln uolltlcal Lntcntrono.‘_l am not
nulve. ' : : : : : e :

It is‘truo that there is insufficicnt security .on the roads. "I am »onlv haopyt
that today people are afraid of roclis and not.of nnaoon arid Lomus.‘ Thls fact
~alone is testimony to the improvement that has occurred in recent years in .
Judaca and Sanaria from the security point of view.  Of course, there have
“been a2 nuber of serious attacls receﬂtlv. the nurdcr of Aharon Gross,.mav
. he rest in peace,‘and the murder in the lebron collcge.~ Wevertheless, ‘rela-
tive to the size of the Aral population, about 750, WOO, we can say that ve have T
,‘nau no llttle success 1n aeallnc w1th the oroolem. RN e Cd

; must‘remcmber thats Vlthln the terrltory tocay, tvo entlrely dlffcrent set
" of values ‘are in constant conflict.” This conflict prevents us ‘from flndlng a
proper solution to the problem of stone turov1nu. ' If ‘sorieone 'in the settle~-
ment camp wanted me to give an order to shoot a stone-throwing child, he was
+ disappointed. I did not' clve “and would not give such an order because I do
not believe in it. I won't raise my soldiers or my son on such an order. It
doesﬁ't‘matter whether "that “solution® ‘would solve the pronlem._ The - deposeo
nayor of the town of Shecheu, Passam Shaq'ah, once sald:v-'I wish thtt every -
day an Arab chllo would be Lilled in Sanaria, and that' txey would ‘not go ‘to ' -
school.”  That statement testifies ‘to the gulf between the two camps that T
spoa about ahove anc also spea}s to the value of tﬁe above suggestlon.¢f~g‘: B

5 ;,‘

1ne vay to oeal w1th the probl il of Lhe stones is,“in fact dlfflcult and com—-
,pllcated. ‘After all, we operate only in accordance with the law and with all
" "of its restrictions. ‘We do not operate in a void, -and there is a framework -
which constrains us. -‘Nevertheless, I 'am convinced that we can still find many
' courses of actlon within the franework of ‘the law." I bellcve, for example, B
" that the pollce, ‘because of problems of budget, maripover, etc., have not been
.suff1c1ently severe with the two populatlous of tne area.

“be uarp report clalns that the pollce are unequlppec today to enforce tbe lsw
on'‘the Jewish settlers of the area, but to my mind :it is equally uneouipped to
- do-it with respect to thevArab population. In fact, we do not make sufficient
use of the law. For example,” only half of those caught throwing stones ‘are

brouOht to trlal——because of technlcal restrlctlon on the 1ntroductloh of oroof

©

_[QueStion] Is your attitude, the attitude‘of‘the security‘forces,”to'the thrbw4n\:
ing ‘of stones the same as to a hostile terrorist act or is it simply another
. crime? Do you supoort the deportatlon of stone throwers to Jordan” o




[Ansver] Throw1n° stones at passenger cars on the roads of Judaea and Samarla'ﬁ
is considered a hostile ‘act, but it is not up to the mllltary to’ dec1de if a
_stone throver should be ceported to Jordan. ' The punltlve system, in assess1ng
penalties, tskes into consideration the age of the accused and the extent of '
the danage which his’ action caused. : - - : : S

"In any case there is noth1nc that ‘can be done about some 17—year—olos who re—'ii
turn from school and decide to hide behind a wall and throw stones at cars.’ o
‘It is 1np0551b1e and would’ not be worthwhile to statlon soldiers on every ,
‘street corher. In fact, we have improved the means at our disposal for deal- "
ing Ulth the epidemic of stone throving ‘and have even made some progress, but
‘there is no complete solutlon to the problem. I agree, of course, with those .-
who say that we have to create a 51tuation 1n whlch the Juvenlle del1nquents L
'w111 be afraid to throw stones.'~ g - : Ty B co

‘[Questlon] The heads of the hlbbutz movement have repeatedly come out agalnst ;
‘having their settlenent nuclei serve in military strongp01nts in Judaea and

Samaria. Pave you encountered, at these strongpoints ‘o "at any- other mili- L
tary base in Juddea or Samarla, any refusal on’ the part of soldiers to serve 1n ',f
‘these’ areas7 a..,t P TS TR L W T e

j,[AnSter] Lo. T have not encountered any problems on that score.. It is funny,:/

- but this bu31ness of refusin" to serve in ‘Samaria, whlch never went béyond a-
few isolated cases, has’ completel] dlsapneared since a similar problem surfaced
in Lebanon. ”here, too, we are not talL:Ln0 about serlous dlmen31ons.'

+ The rule aLout serv1ce in the m111tary stronnpolnts in Judaea and Samarla i
the same as the rule about military service anyvhore else: There is no end:-
in Israel today to points of disagreement and no end to topics of controversy

The army is the single thread whlch ties all the ‘ends together, and it must ‘
be protected ‘From such ‘things. A soldier may thinL and speak -but "he . must not . ol
take thc law 1nto his own hands because our surv1val 1s at staLe.ﬂn,’ ¢ L

-Recently several members OL eryat 'Arba prote ted to me and comnlalned about ‘
‘the statlonlng of a certain reserve battallon commander who, in civilian llfe,ii RRTS
‘belongs to Peace How': ”Vhere did you suddenly come up with the idea of bring- L
- ing one of these Peace Tow" characters to Hebron7"' I 'told them that he was .a’'
battallon cormander in the IDF and he would serve here just as he would anywhere
else. I am a general of ‘the ‘entire people, and ny battalion conmanders are a:

part of that people, whether they belong to Gush Tnunim or to "Peace uow. '

[Questlon] Your leav1n° the central commanu is ‘a nood opportunlty to clear up

a certain natter which 6 months ago affected the relations between the settlers

in Samaria and the army: the matter of the ceremony that did not come off in .

_Har Brakha on Independence Day. In a LEOUDA interview, Benny Qatzover, the head

of the Samaria area council, blamed the army at the’ time for permlttlno the .

.~Peace Now demonstrators to 'go the place where the ceremonv was to be held and -
“cause 1t to be canceled : . : = S : i e

:'[Ancwer] Benny Qatzover and I have since then sat down and eyplalned to each
“otner vhat really happened that day In princ1ple I authorize, or do not

o~
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fauthorlze, the holding of aenons;ratlons only on the basis of securlty cons1der—'
.ations.. Political considerations play no part. 'If I can protect a certain
~demonstration, I will authorize it.' ‘Vhen Rabbi Lev1n et ceme to ask me for
",autxorlzatlon to demonstrate by the administratlon bulldlno in }ebron, ‘he got -
permission; when the cormittee of Israelis for Rir Zayt camé to’ ask me to’ oemon-

fs‘straee, they got pernlsslon, when Peace low wanted to demonstrate in the auarter,
’fthey did not get permission to do so in the quarter itself but only at a dis-

tance, but they received pernieolon in principle and they demonstrated 'In :
hort,«onlj securlty consiueratronu apply here.-5 S j ‘ DN T

« As to Indeoendence Day in Rar BraLha.' I made the assegsnent at that' time that
1if I would not authorize the Peace How people to demons trute, they would do
’-evcrythlnv 1n their power to get to the place and - dlsrupt t 1@ ‘ceremony. VWhat
- happened in’ the end? - The organization was theird, "and it was cefectlve. The™
" organizers were the ones who allowed the Peace Now busSes to ‘8O up to tao Houn~"

' tain and seel off the roads. In addition to- everytﬁlnb else, there was raln

- seems to'me; by the way, that: the demonstrators thenselves ¥ere dlsapp01nted

~and mud. - To come and blame all that failure on the army JS not ‘fair, 'It
no'less Lnan ‘the or an;zero, by the cancellatlon of tnc cercnonr.

[Oueotlov] 'The Peaco for Gulllee 'war has cauaed the reseYV1cts "ho llve in the
settlements and serve in the "All Round Defense Formatlon” a lot of frustra-
tion.‘ They' felt that being statloned in units of -the "Open’ Spdces Defense’
‘r01ce made tnen second class soldiers since the maJorlty of then- are forhor
-~ mewbets of battle units that, in the pasty too par; 1n Israel '8 wars. Thn‘
:Peacevror Galilee war 51rply passed thew by. 7 :

[Answer] There is somc’Valiu'““ to'lhe'feeiinﬁs‘of‘fluorrétfoﬁ."Ve’afe‘oov
trying to. get to the point where those reéservists with '~ a'vattle proflle qu
reside in the settlements and “'All Rouncd Defense" posts wlll Le ‘able to make ,
full use.of their capabllltlee and be ‘able to do Lhelr Teserve service ‘not only

- in Judaea and Samaria but also in otheér ‘areéas’ of the courtrﬂ and in Lebanon.
 The naln problem in ‘the way of implementing this desire is a budget problom and
“the lack, at thls etage, of a proper.command base. There are many good solelers
and officers in the settlerients who are not intereésted in serv1ng in the All
Round DefeneexFOrmetiOnL“;_Thls is aloo a problew. *»5‘ ‘ vrr‘zf

It is wortﬁxnlle to ‘add soriething else on the matter of "All Round Nefense": '
:There ig no- Justlficat101, in my opinion, for a 31tuat10n in which settlenents ‘
20 minutes from Kfar Saba'™ are to be con51dered as frOnt line ‘border- settle—'"’
monts, with all that that 1np]1eo reﬁaruln"-tnc se1v1ce o6f their 1nhab1tants in
the “Open Spaces Deferse Force. 1th1n 2 years, the rule th t app11e° to hfar
»'VltLln on thls matter w1ll apply to 'quana, for ex anple.: .

"
s :
s

'[QueOtlon] nrle bacL Yyou suggesteu to the headu of the 'YESHA' council that
.they bring tlelr security problems to the command. "What exactly did you have in -
Crdnid? . e e o [

,:[Answer] I slmply wanted to 1mp1enent here a procedure t’at was tried on the
“Golan Heights, 1n_tue‘Lyper Galilee, etc. "1 t1ought theré was no need to lock
up everything ‘connected with daily security problems in the settlements w;thvthe'j

1




heads of the councils themselves. I wanted a central body. "With such a body" :
I could sit and listen to complaints as well as to sug gestlons. ~Unfortunately,
for thelr own reasons, the conmlttee is not functlonlng D T SR ELI

l

[Questlon] Raful “in a declaratlon before the F gh tourt ‘of Justlce, ald that
it was 1mp0551b1e to defend the lowlands w1thout the settlements 1n JLdaea and
Sanaria. * Do you agree7" e : : , R Eoine

[Answer] It is not fy 1nLent10n to get into the spec1f1cs of what ‘you askeo‘
and say something like "Brakha contributes to the security of Judaea and
Samaria, 'Ofra and Llon«Hore contrlbute'a Jdittle b1t less while ﬂedumlw doesn £
.contribute at all....’»i I won't do that, of course. ‘I will only say that I have‘
no doubt that a solcler will fight better on the Joroan Rlver when he knows " -
‘that in Petza-el, behlnd hln, and in Ma'ale’ Ephra im and other’ places ‘there are rvﬁ
‘women and. children. I also have no doubt ‘that with a quarter of a milllon Jews a
1n Judaea ana Samarla it would be verv safe here.‘f R - : “©

~[Questi0n]' Durlnn your tenure & c1v111an admlnistratlon was set up 1n Judaea ,'T
and Sumaria. In retrospett, was it necessary" ' : o

[Answer] There are nany tuln 13 that I woulc not want to deal w1th as a generJ:“
.al. I mean everything concerned with the. admlnlstratlon of ‘the daily civilian™
life of the inhabitants here.ﬁ Xou and I both want, of cotrse, - to’ r‘ret to a"situ-~
‘ation in which there will be no army at all in the area. The e¢ivilian admlnls
tration is the outcome of such a de31re.- You, -as c1tlzene who 11ve here,

su0uld Le napov about it.~ - u

[Question]v More than tlree hundred ﬁerberq oF the Vllla"e ‘Leagues “go’ around
today in Judaea and Samaria armecd with weapons unplled to them bv the c1v111an S
administration. Are you happv w1th tlls 31tuat10n7 NP ‘ : : - L

[Answer] bot a slngle weapon was - supplled to the villawe 1ea"ues w1th0ut mv
autrorlzatlon——after proner reconrenuations from people who have” the authornty
to nake them—-—-and until now, alnost 2 -years” after’ “e‘foundlnp'of the leagueq,
“almost no problems at all’ have surfatee wiLh resnect to the 1nproper ‘use of a
’weapon, and there is not even one 1nstance in whlch it was emnloyed apalnst Jew o

The villa"e 1eagues, uy the way are not in my 0p1n10n the onlv SOlUtlon.“nI.
“think that you have to talk to everyone, including the local leauershlp centered
in hahallan, Shechem and lebron and not just in the- v1lla"es.ﬁ’1h1u as ‘to do
with what I eald at the berlnnln It is 1mpossrhle to nurture 1ocal 1eater—"
~ship dn 1solatron from WHdt is hanpenlnv'around 1t. ~ ‘ T -

[Question] Coumand gener ls are, by nature, sort of ;tewnorary gvests,T who
cotie to an area for just 2-3 years and then lcave for other command posts in’
other places. With respect to the‘settlencnta in Juuaea and Sararla, what im-""
press 1ons are you tdLJng with you” : Do » SRR [REIETEI ¢

[Answer] I had no pfecbnceptions chore‘I got neré, and I tnerefore manag eu to
learn a lot. being a moshavnil: almost fron blrth removed any’ questlon of a
probler of acclimatization. Jhcnever I would rrlve for a V1q1t 1n tth or that E
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‘;E settlement, I always 1ooked for the plantings and the fields. “(”I‘didn't‘v

, alxays find them, settlements today are not always agricultural ) I‘also‘,
~‘was given to respecting any body which had an ideology. Just a few weeks a?o

I was in the second series of Tabernacles processions in the settlement of
Adam and was’ very excited together with my Wlfe, with the people who showed =

‘up, with the dancers, with the enthusiasm.f In places like these, you feel a fi@jflf'

kind of power in the air.

"dVA very important fact that I learned here is that even though from a dlstancer?<l

© all the inhabitants are portrayed as one body, there are, among the settlers SR
L themselves, many differences. Even in Qiryat Arba ...nothlng here 1s made of
- one skin. e : B L S S SN

4 In the course of my assignment I met w1th all the extrenes in Judaea and Sam?l’ﬁ?f
»aria Jews ‘and Arabs. At times I was amazed at the enormous gap in under— . "

~ standing. For example, when I was in ‘the Golan I read about it in the paper{ciﬁ”f

,v,Here I saw the abyss from close up ‘and was amazed Bridgin the two p031—**
7%¢t10ns is the most important issue at hand. fhc,f* s - :

"?i[Insert.i”The Motto”]

'k7[Text] Even when——rarely—-he is in civvies, he looPs llLe a general itall, L

+ solid, inspiring confidence. ' The fig leaf and sword on his shoulders fit'him”,h;?'jy
. 'to a tee.- ‘Those in the know claim that- the central command has opened the way o

'ffor him to tne highest position in the IDF

e Lut no .one was born a general Not even Uri Orr, ‘a natlve of Petah Tiava,‘;ffz*“"

. who grew up in it ha im in the Hefer vallev: "A happy childhood with shoes
cut open in front so cnat theré would be room for the toes of my feet, which * i
. grew with the years." ‘The fragrance of oranges in the village, the beach sand e

on the horizon, Amos Oz, Haomi Shemer anu A B Yehoshua were his "home a

;fWhen he was drafted 1nto the IDF after the Sinal campaign, he asked to be afl

 paratrooper, . ‘The army decided otherwise, and Pvt Uri Orr went on to the armor’fiiuy,_
. corps to be’ patrol company commander in the Six Day" War, ‘tank battalion comman-—. .

ir;der in the war ‘of attrition along the ‘canal in the final years of the 51xties,;i_hi' ‘

,‘brigade ‘cormander on the ‘Golan in the Yom Kippur War and task force commander
-in ‘the Litani campaign. Four years ago he was appointed head of the central
~ cormand staff. Two years ago he became conmand general In the cereriony of .
f:transfer to his successor, he warned that ''we must not’ allow ‘the public debate R
“over ‘the’ future of Judaea and Sanaria to invade the ranks of the army. The IDF .
_:must remain above that debate. Thls is the secret of our strength " That is -
falso Url Orr s motto.vz' : : L : S )

tal-0794 4:,g, N
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I'LER RLu LILGS ITHI ‘NRP D SCPIu}

Tel Aviv hA AR IT& in lthrew 26 Pec g3’ p¥7‘5

[Article by Amnon‘Barzl

1ai:"”Runb1ings”in 10‘»LP ]
[Text] HK Yehuda Lep ie'ir quccecded 1n surpr131nv }1s onponents in- the JPP
Even his few friends were not ‘let in on the secret of his plan to re31rn From
the foreign mlnlstry ‘The lecturer in social psycholowv at Bar Ilan Unlver—”
sity, the polished and experienced polltic1an nho, in the last 2 years, reached
the top of ‘the ministérial stalrcase. was forced to ‘retreat. Prec1se1v at the
tilie ‘when he had reached the surmit of his personal acvancemcnt, Ten Me'ir lost
his 'political bLase. The fractured WRP has known a long and glorlou list of o
crushed bodies over which he callously tread on his drive for power, but even
its people were amazed by his decision to reqlgn fron the post of deputy .
foreign minister. This ‘decision is doubtless tne frult of the deep crisis in
tile NRP,  While Len e'ir was busy with cocltail nartlea w1t’ ambassadors and
‘heads of state, the NRP was fa]lln g apart. Yrom Ben }Me'ir's personal view- .
-point the significance of thls was tlat he would not be able to covor the oo
‘Knesset' Hencles w1tn the \RP banner. p '

Too many internal events were takln ‘place in recent months for Jen Me'ir to
remain indifferent and calm in the Jerusalem offlce bulldlnvs of the Foreign .
Ministry. In recent’ wnePs it becane ‘clear tHat not only his perqoral po]ltl—‘
cal fate was in danger. In fact t1e entire ex traordinarv plant which Ben Me'ir
“had established’ with h's'frlend ‘and confidant of the last 20 vears, 7Zvulun '
ilammer, vas collap31ng At party headnuarters thev are already p]av1n9 the
Yswan sorg' of the "“vouth" faction which the two frlencs had set up, vhich

was alsq Lnown by the pretentlous name of the party for rellnlous renals—
sancc. S :

v S TR AR G e

klth the re31gnat10u of Ben e 1r as ueputy forelgn n1nlster, there is no one
at this stage to 1nfluence the’ 1Lud headed coalition. ' As head of the MRP -
faction in the Knesset, Ben Me'ir is entrusted with its’ day to day function—w
ing, but he does not have the power to change its dlrectlon. In the youth
factlon he is second in" ‘cotmand after Hammer. © Mo one will follow him if he
should decide for some reason to change nolltlcal horseq. “Ben’ Le ir, born in
the United Stateb, L years 0ld, acquired many enemies during the °O vears of
his political act1v1ty.‘ ‘Last week one of the NRP heads 'said that Ben Te! 1r—-‘
about his part, which has not been erased, in the destruction of the JRP s
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.image in the eyes Of'both(the religious and secular public——was ‘hot only a"

‘ dlsaster‘for the NRP but also a disaster for Zvulun Hammer, who so depenoed on -

, him and who served his whims. But for his advice and enormous influence, ?

- Hammer could be counted among the leaders acceptable to all of the NRP s
'd1v1slons.~ L R

gee the ‘eyes Cof many, Ben Me' ir is'a genius. In 1950 he :mmi?rated with hlS
‘family to Israel, studied at the "Bilu" elementary school, and afterward N
 -at the "New Settlement" Yeshiva.ﬁ He returned to the U.S. and was ordalned as

S a rabbl at Yeshiva Unlversity under Rabbi Dr Joseph Soloveitchik. Afterwards 5

"he continued w1th his studies——in social psychology at Columhia University in

‘ 'fNew York. “His doctorate was on the differences in- the degree to which it is

: p0331hle to influence ‘the different séxes and different cultures.» His StudlES'

- revealed ‘that ‘in Western countries it is easier to persuade wonen than men,

Q{rand one of the reasons. ‘why that is so is that in ‘the West women are educated‘
.fto be more pa831ve. _f, o Lo T

ufh»Upon his return to Israel he was drafted into the IDF was a research Offl—;ﬂ”

- cer,:and busied himself, among ‘other things, with a study of the reasons for e

“defection from the IDF, with AWOL's and with the absorption of youth with a |

criminal past. At the beginning of the 51xties, he began his act1v1ty in thevﬁff”
HRP. Isra el Har' el was ‘the person who was respon51ble for his’ joining the ... |

"I,partv and for 1ntroducin0 him to Zvulun Iammer.- Har'el is todav ‘the” chalrman

of the Judaea and Samaria settlenents council. In the elections for ‘the oeventh
fihnesset vhich were held in 1969, Ben Me'ir placed fifteenth. His threats that
Hjhe ‘would re51gn the NRP did not help. " The leader of the party at that time, o
- Ha'im Shapira, may ‘he rest in peace, ‘argued, anong other things, that it was"

_rﬁ;;imp0331ble for a father and son to be on one list in’ the Knesset (his father,
L .. Dr Isra' el Ben He' 1r) But Stlll in that same Rnesset session, follow1ng a

:{’string of re51gnations and deaths (the ‘deaths of Shapira ‘and Ben Me'ir . senior,l
i d‘may they ‘rest in peace), Ben Me' 1r JOined the Knesset in l°7l pre01sely on ‘
xthe neels of hls father s death. ‘ » : , S

'ffpren Le 1r has left his nark on everythin" that the NRP has done in the last fxf?v
. decade. ~ But above all ‘else he was -and remains the secret ‘advisor and ‘driving . .

force hehind Zvulun Hanrer. ~Ben 1Me"' ir was aware of his 11m1tations and recog-:
',nlzed the advantages that Hammer nad over him,. particularly by virtue of Hammerds
fvappearance ‘and Ben Me'ir's' negatlve public 1mage. But Tammer did not ahandon.:
Ben Me'ir beoause he appreciated the latter's intellectual superiority, his -

ial,style, his: rhetorical ability and his Lnowledﬁe ‘of lanpuages, as well as his
‘;fpartlcular talent for “analyzing politlcal situations with’ dlyzying speed.

- Crowning Zvulun- Hammer ‘as ‘the leader of the NRP became the goal of Ben lMe' ir s

~ . life, ‘and his hidden- hope, which’ he never adnitted, was to derive the max1mum Y
fﬂmfron hammer s 1eadersh1p, to be the driv1ng force, the strong man vho would
'fhcontrol everything R b : = SRy

.ffBen He'ir was‘the man who, last year, pushed Zvulun Fammer to make a drastic‘ ¥
,f;dec151on.u He urﬂed him to resign from the party and try to set up a ‘new party
. A second p0351b111ty suggested by Ben Me' ir was to throw up his hands and ‘go

“"“home." Only as ‘a third alternative, and not as a particularly attractive onme,

fi‘BenvI 1r reconmended that he remaln in the HRP, - the present status of which is"




hopeless. ‘Several weeks ago he dec1ded that he wanted to return to academic»b
life and renew his work as a lecturer in a psychology facultv (he stopped '
teaching when he was app01nted deputv mlnlster) ‘ : . L

The temptatlon to resign the NRP 0rew after tHe local electlons. "Ben Me'ir -
headed a young staff that worked apart from the NRP staff and ran dozens of
candidates in the various cities. The factors that caused a de facto split
within the NRP on the eve of the local elections are connected with a deterior—
ation within the NRP. The factional structure, the total dependence on a de- .
generate system composed of several dozen people, destroyed the party base.

The system's control of the positions of power was the es ssential factor in the
split by Tami activists headed by Aharon Abu-Hatzira, the Tehiya activists,
MK's Ilanan Porat and Gershon Shafet and the Matzad movement headed by MK's
Ha'im Druckman and Yosef Shapira. The ‘NRP was’ left with hlgh capital bulldin"s
and 1nstitutions, but no sp1r1t.

To these developments, which were’ v1evec serlously by all factionq of the NRP
an unexpected occurrence was added, which was particularly detrimental to Den
‘Me'ir. Zvulun Hammer's' heart attack hae, over the last few veeks, neutralized
the leader of the’ youth movement. Hammer's illness struck with part1cularly bad
timing since the WRP leader, Dr Yosef Burg is conducting feverlqh negotiations
with the NRP defectors to bring them back into the fold. The youth faction was
left without a shepherd. “ Hot only was Hammer missing, but so, too, was Dani
Vermus, the NRP general secretdary who resigned along with the head of the cul-"-
tural branch, Tzvi Koenig. - All of the key positione vhlch had been in the hands
of the youth were abandoned and left completely unfilled. New forces, which
Burg hopes to bring back to ‘the party at the expense of the vouth, are to flll‘
this vacuum. It 1s not out of the question that Ben Me'ir will seek the noqi—
tion of general secretary of the NRP in place of Dani Vermus, a post reserved
for the youth, in the bope of bealln the wounds and reorganizing the ranks of
the activ1sts. But even if he doeen t take the positlon oFflclally, Ben Me' ir
will try in the immediate future to halt the NRP s11de, a S]lue whlch would
”11Le1y opell the' death kiell - of ‘his* polltlcal act1V1tv.

[
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ISRAEL

FINANCIAL CRISIS AFFECTS AGED, HANDICAPPED
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 2 Jan 84 p 4

[Text] Approximately 2,500 senior citizens who are in homes maintained by the
Labor and Welfare Ministry, as well as 5,000 retarded citizens who are staying
in institutions, will have to be sent to their homes. This action will have to
be taken since the supply of food and fuel in these institutions ran out follow-
ing the stopping of support payments by the ministry and the work stoppages by
ministry workers.

Workers of the ministry have decided in the meantime to intensify their struggle
and on 2 Jan were to hold a demonstration in front of the finance ministry.

Deputy Labor Minister Ben-Tzion Rubin said on 1 Jan that the conditions in in-
stitutions maintained by his ministry is critical. He pointed out that the fi-
nance ministry comptroller said he would not be able to issue the hundreds of
checks for all these institutions, even if he did receive a complete list.

As to the negotiations on workers' demands to correct errors in their salaries
and ranking, the deputy minister said that his ministry has proposed a way to
implement corrections without violating ex1st1ng agreements, but the finance
ministry rejected it.

In view of the situation more institutions are threatened with closing immed-
iately:

Institutions for children and teenagers which serve 12 000 youngsters. from
broken homes.

Institutibns-for blind and handicapped citizens, serving 2,500 people.
Halfway homes with 700 juvenile delinquents.

Institutions for vocational training with 30,000 students.

Most daycare centers, affecting 45,000 children of working motheré.

Slowdowns by workers of the Ministry of Labor and Welfare have created great
difficulties in welfare services in Jerusalem; the office is flooded with




applications by parents whose children had been in various institutions which
were closed due to financial hardship. Some of the children are under the care
of foster parents. These families have already announced that they would return
the children in the next few days unless they receive the money due them from
the Ministry of Labor and Welfare.

Likewise, the hardship on senior citizens in the city has also worsened. Homes
for the aged are about to be closed and the lack of welfare funds makes it im-
possible for the municipality to provide senior citizens with fuel, needed to
heat their homes.

8646
CSO: 4423/32

18




ISRAEL

CUTBACKS AND LAYOFFS AT UNIVERSITIES
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 2 Jan 84 p 3

[Text] The institutions for higher learning are mandated these days to perform
wide ranging layoffs in their administrative staffs, implement cutbacks in sal-
aries of academicians, freeze construction plans and rescind tuition exemptions
for the sons and duaghters of workers,

The universities agreed to perform wide ranging cutbacks as part of the agreement
signed a few weeks ago with the finance ministry. This agreement supplied the
universities with large sums of money which prevented their closing. The uni-
versities, for their part, committed themselves to an 8 percent cut in their
budgets for the next year--a sum totaling 1.5 billion pounds. Following is the
cutback plan that was worked out by the Council for Higher Education:

Layoffs or cutbacks. The universities will propose a 5 percent across the board
cut in salaries for academicians. If they turn the offer down, 1,200 are to be
laid off. If they agree, no one is to be laid off.

The administrative staffs will be asked to forego 15 percent of their transpor-
tation budget and 25 percent of other benefits.

Layoffs. These will apply mostly to administrative personnel. The main brunt
for the layoffs will be borne by the Hebrew University where 250 workers are to
be laid off. At the Weitzman Institute 37 workers have already been laid off,

~ among them some academicians, too. About 70 more workers are to be laid off
soon,

Tuition for sons and daughters. There are about 2,000 university students who
are sons and daughters of workers there. Right now they are exempt from tuition.
If they paid their way, it would save the universities about $1 million.

Construction, improvements and development. All construction plans will be
frozen; all expensive improvement plans are to be canceled. The acquisition of
expensive equipment is to be curtailed, as will show projects like expensive
restaurants for contributors and lavish entertainment.

In the meantime, the Ministry of Education has started a campaign against the
cutbacks, especially against the plan to rescind tuition exemptions.
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Education Minister Zevulun Hammer, is about to return to his ministry following
recuperation from a heart attack. The minister received reports while he was
home and arrived at an understanding with the prime minister, according to which
no discussion on cutbacks for his ministry would take place before he returned.

Hammer has already made it clear that he would not be open to concessions in
two areas: free high school tuition and cutbacks in teaching schedules. A
Ministry of Education spokesman announced on 1 January that "the rescinding
of free education will be an unequivocal revocation of the coalition agreement."
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ISRAEL

ESTABLISHMENT OF SCIENTIFIC DATA BANK PROPOSED
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 29 Dec 83 p 1l

[Text] A plan for the establishment of a scientific data bank was presented to
Prof Shim'on Yiftah, chairman of the committee for examining the scientific sys-
tem in Israel. .The committee was established recently by Minister of Science
and Development Yuval Ne'eman. The plan was presented by Ze'eva Levi, manager
of the National Center for Technology and Science (MALMATAM) in the Ministry of
Energy and Infrastructure.

In a detailed memo she presented to Prof Yiftah, Ms Levi points out that Israel
spends about 2.8 percent of its GNP on research and development, via various
institutions (mostly public and governmental)--i.e., about $650 million annually.
That sum becomes even higher when various studies are added to it. The main
product, almost the only one, of studies is a written report. Most of the re-
ports are usually stashed away by those ordering them, with no trace.

Large industrial countries have long since established central data banks for
research and development studies. There are 1,800 such data banks in the West.
About 70 percent of them are in the U.S., 20 percent in Great Britain and the
remainder in other Western European countries. The first scientific data banks
were established in the sixties. Since then they have accumulated a total of
about 94 million scientific items in all areas of science and technology. This
data is constantly being updated. Scientific banks serve customers like uni-
versities, industry, governmental agencies and research institutions, all of
whom need the data for the furthering of research and development.

This is not the first time that the establishment of a scientific data bank has
been proposed. Ms Levi's recommendations were preceded by reports of two govern-
ment commissions in 1970 and 1981. Most of the recommendations of these commi-
ssions have not yet been implemented.

One commission was the Commission for the Development of Technological and Scien-
tific Systems in Israel, headed by Prof D. Abir, which was established in 1969.
The commission was established as a continuation and complement to the Klechky
Commission for the study of the organization of institutions for scientific re-
search in Israel. It did not deal with the subject of data for research and
development. The Abir Commission's report was presented in 1970 and was adopted
by the government, following a discussion, in 1971. Some of its recommendations
have not been implemented. The second commission, of 1981, was headed by Prof

A. Zeidman.




The Abir Commission concluded that ‘'scientific services in Israel lag behind
similar services in developed industrial countries. ‘Information services in
Israel do not supply the demands of research, industry and management. The more
the latter deal with sophisticated technology, the larger the gap between what
is available and what is needed. The commission also stated that 'there is a
connection between economic and technological development on the one hand and
the level of the needed information services". Therefore the commission recom-"
mended as far back as in 1970 the establishment of "a national center for scien-
tific information," to be financed by the government.

The National Center for Technology and Science (MALMATAM) was established as an
outcome of these recommendations. Today it is under the Ministry of Energy and
Infrastructure (formerly it came under the Office of the Prime Minister). MAL-
MATAM provides information for customers in Israel on articles from magazines,
patents, technical reports, books, etc. from Israel and from throughout the world
in ten areas of science and engineering.

The area of centralizing research and development reports on projects done in
Israel is lacking because there is no requirement to supply MALMATAM with copies
of these reports, as is done in other countries that have scientific data banks.
Therefore, overseas customers cannot avail themselves of the knowhow being
accumulated in Israel, something which may impede wider .relations with developed
countries in the area of scientific information.

The Zeidman commission stated in 198l that in order to properly utilize the
scientific-technological manpower in Israel, easy access to information sources,
both in Israel and abroad, has to be provided, even if it seems costly at first.
"Not utilizing the information is tantamount to wasting resources and a misguided
process of arriving at decisions. This is particularly true of industries which
channel most of their efforts to exports or to replacing imports," said the
commission in its report.

The commission recommended the "development of a national network of information,
to be integrated with other information networks in the world," stating that this
is an "immediate need...an integral part of national economic and technological
planning, including the defense aspect." 1In order to achieve efficiency the
commission recommended a concerted effort to encourage cooperation between indus-
try, research institutes, universities and the government in managing the in-
formation services. As a second stage the commission recommended efforts in
training manpower of high caliber in the area of information. Ze'eva Levi
presents data published abroad which proves, according to her, the large savings
to be realized from the establishment of a data bank. According to her, the
reading of a scientific article saves $580 and that of a technmical article,
$1,280. A data bank prevents duplication of effort and the wasting of expensive
resources on development and studies which have already been done elsewhere.

Ms Levi proposes legislation which will mandate every institution or scientist,
whose work is partially or totally financed by the state, to present a copy of
the research of the report to the national data bank. This will be like the
deposit of a document in the national archives. According to the proposal, the
data bank will not include judicial or police reports of any kind, material which
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is classified as pertaining to national defense, material of a defense nature
which is not intended for publication, reports of investigative committees,
material which may be applied for patents or any material of a personal nature.
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ISRAEL

AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION WITH AUSTRALIA
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 28 Dec 83 p 6

[Text] The Australian government is proposing to sign an agreement on agricul-
tural cooperation and the establishment of a joint research fund. Agriculture
Minister Pesakh Groffer, who announced this on 27 December, added that the Aus-
tralian government is willing to contribute the sum of $40 million as its con-
tribution to the joint fund. He also added that the American Secretary of Ag-
riculture was due to arrive in Israel at the end of January. The latter has
expressed special interest in seeing Israeli achievement in agricultural research
at close hand.

In a tour of the various depaftments in Merkaz Vulkani the minister of agricul-
ture complained that agricultural research in Israel is lagging, compared with
many other countries, in developing new breeds of fruits and vegetables.

Researchers in the Institute for Agricultural Research showed the minister of
agriculture new varieties of citrus fruit which have not yet been approved for
commercial development. They also showed him the first tissue cultures from a
new variety of Shamuti oranges, which can be watered with water of high salt
content, as well as new varieties of grapes, almonds and flowers, none of which
have yet been approved for commercial development. :

Executives of the Agricultural Research Administration complained about the

aging of the agricultural research community and maintained that '"the inability
to absorb young researchers is causing irreparable damage to Israeli agricultural
research." i ‘ ‘

It was reported that because of budgetary constraints there has been a delay in
plans for the development of robots for picking and sorting of citrus fruits,
as well as sophisticated electronic machinery intended to replace human labor

in the agricultural sector.
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ISRAEL

ISRAEL RADIO USING PORTABLE RECORDERS
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 17 Jan 84 p 3
[Article by Judy Siegel]

[Text] After years of negotiations, the Broadcasting Authority and Israel
Radio technicians have finally reached an agreement whereby reporters tape
events outside the studio on portable cassette recorders instead of having to
be accompanied everywhere by technicians lugging heavy equipment.

The agreement was announced at the authority's board of directors meeting yes-
terday.

For years, Israel Radio has been the target of public criticism and wonderment
by foreign observers for maintaining this wasteful practice long after light-
weight equipment was available. It has been maintained so far only because of
the technicians' union power.

It was not disclosed whether the technicians would receive any financial or
other compensation for relinquishing work outside the studios.

For many years, radio reporters have complained that the technicians sometimes
arrived late at press conferences or interviews or otherwise tied them down.

Meanwhile, the board of directors yesterday approved the proposal of TV direc-
tor Tuviya Sa'ar to renew the broadcast of Ma She'Ba (Anything Goes) on Sunday
evenings at 8. Ma She'Ba, which was broadcast live with hosts Dan Hamitzer
and Batya Barak, was a family magazine show.

According to a proposal by authority chairman Reuven Yaron, the show--whose
host will be the controversial Yaron London--will be taped for its first four
weeks. After that, the board of directors will determine whether the show
may be screened live. Some members of the board have in the past criticized
London for being "left wing" and too "brutal" an interviewer.

The two Labour Party representatives on the board, Nissim Almog and Yisrael
Peleg, said it was not the business of the board to appoint interviewers or
hosts of TV shows.




Board member Aharon Papo of La'am criticized Friday night's The Good Hour,
claiming that host, Meir Shalev, had "politicized" the programme. Yaron and
Ahuva Meron of the Likud defended the show "in general," but agreed it was
"too publicized." Director-general Yosef Lapid said The Good Hour was meant
to be a family entertainment show and must not become political satire.

CSO: 4400/148
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ISRAEL

KARMON 3 DRILLING SITE FOUND PROMISING
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 26 Dec 83 p 16

[Article by 'Ezra Yanuv: "Expectation Over Results of Tests at the Karmon 3
Drilling Site"]

[Text] Drill managers are displaying caution in their evaluation of the quan-
tities of oil discovered last week. They are waiting for the results. Thus
far $1.5 million has been invested.

An electric photo machine was brought to the Karmon 3 dril site yesterday to
carry out the first series of tests on the drill bore, in an attempt to estab-
1lish the thickness of the layer in which signs of oil were discovered.

Different tests will be conducted at the site today after signs of oil were
discovered last Friday at a depth of 2,118 meters. At the end of the test, the
drill owners will have to decide whether to deepen the drilling to the intended
layer at a depth of 2,350 meters or to stop at the layer in which signs of oil
have already been discovered.

Ya'aqov (Jack) Sherman, the drill geologist, wants to be cautious in his deter-
mination since it is still too early to establish the facts and make definitive
statements. The same is the case with the "Lapidot" Corp workers, who want

to await the results of their tests in the next few days.

Nevertheless workers at the drill site have been excited by the very fact that
the drill encountered a 3-meter soft layer, which points to the presence of the
"shiny layer'--the layer in which signs of oil were discovered in previous
drillings at the "kokhav" and "Heletz" fields adjacent to the Karmon site.

Members of the Hodaya moshav, close to the drill site, made their customary
trip to the fence at the site to learn the significance of the mud basin next
to the drilling machine. Only oil experts would be able to say if there is a
faint odor of gases and 0il being emitted from the drill site. Curious onlook-
ers arriving there frequently question the general manager of the "King David
0il and Gas Corporation," Uri Ophri, who is at the drill site.

Meanwhile only the electric photo machine, which continues its test of the
findings in the drill hole, continues its work in silence. When the drill
bits, the first of them being the Johnston tool, are again inserted into the




hole, enabling a test of pressures and the transfer of pressures and fluids
from the well (from the hole) to the drill surface on the ground, tense and
hectic activity will begin which will determine the fate of the drilling for
better or for worse. Thus far the Israeli corporations and foreign investors
have sunk more than $1.5 million into the Karmon 3 drilling.
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ISRAEL

BRIEFS

GALILEE SETTLEMENTS IN TROUBLE~-UPPER NAZARETH.--Thirty-one local authorities
in the north have almost stopped functioning due to severe financial diffi-
culties, the chairman of the Galilee settlements, Menahem Ariav, said on
Friday. Ariav, who is also mayor of Upper Nazareth, said that many local
councils have not yet paid December salaries, commercial banks have attached
grants given by the government because of unpaid debts, and contractors have
halted development projects. Ariav expects the economic situation to worsen
next month. The northern settlements need 1S] billion. "Otherwise, most of
them will collapse within six weeks,'" Ariav said. [Text] [Jerusalem THE
JERUSALEM POST in English 8 Jan 84 p 3]

TAMI'S ECONOMIC PLAN--Aharon Ozen, the minister of labor and welfare, is today
presenting the minister of the treasury with TAMI's economic plan in which,
among other things, it will be suggested that stock market capital gains be
taxed. The economic plan was firmed up at a session of TAMI's secretariat
which took place yesterday in Jerusalem. The plan contains 15 separate para-
graphs. An additional suggestion included in the TAMI document deals with the
need to force workers making 150,000 shekels or more per month to contribute
one month's salary to the treasury, in one payment or in four. A reliable
source reported yesterday that if the treasury minister rejects the TAMI
proposal, TAMI will not hesitate to quit the government. A TAMI leader,
Aharon Abu-Hatzira, told MA'ARIV last night that in contrast to the suggested
cuts "which the treasury is carrying out blindly," the TAMI program can correct
the distortion. "TAMI," Abu=Hatzira said, "cannot allow only the working pub-
lic to be affected while the treasury refuses to go after the well-to-do."

MK Aharon Abu-Hatzira will return to Knesset activity next Tuesday at the end
of a 3-month prison term imposed by the high court, which found him guilty of
theft through the agency of a corporate director. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV
in Hebrew 27 Dec 83 p 1] 9794




LAYOFFS AT AGRESCO--Agresco, the agricultural exporting firm, will shortly have
to lay off 100-150 of its workers in Israel and abroad. This follows a decision
by the Vegetable Council to transfer to it all matters pertaining to exports of
vegetables. The Vegetable Council thus hopes to improve and streamline exports
while increasing compensation to growers. Therefore, Agresco will only deal
with loading, ship leasing and sales abroad, while the Vegetable Council will
set marketing policies. The council will also be responsible for contracts with
growers, setting quotas for exports and standards for the quality of produce--
all of which were up to now the responsibility of the vegetable division in
Agresco. Agresco now employs about 450 workers in Israel and abroad. It should
be pointed out that the vegetable division in Agresco accounts for 41 percent
of its budget; the fruit division accounts for 15 percent and the general divi-
sion--9 percent. The Vegetable Council will need another 15 workers for handl-
ing exports. The décision of the Vegetable Council was adopted after it became
clear that Agresco's commission from growers is between 25 and 30 percent.
Similar agreements have been in effect with the Fruit Council for years with
Agresco serving only in a marketing capacity while all other activity is domne

by the Council. [Text] [Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 1 Jan 84 p 17]
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LEBANON

OUTLINE OF MAJOR FEATURES OF 1984 BUDGET
‘Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 54, Nov 83 pp 34-35
lzfticle:‘ "Principal Characteristics of the Lebanese Budgepf7

lféx£7 The cabinet referred the 1984 general budget law project for
the state to the chamber of deputies, and the budget amounted in total
to 10.5 billion Lebanese lira not including the budgets for the office
of grain and sugar beets and the office of the national lottery, as
well as registered funds for wire and wirless communications which
raise the budget to 12.1 billion compared to 1983's total budget of
10.1 billion. This reflects an increase of 20 percent based on 1983
current prices and 3 /30 probably intended/ percent based on 1982
fixed prices. The general price index increased about 17 percent.

In reality the new budget reflects the political, security, and economic
situation in the country and the current priorities of the government,
espeically as they relate to the relatively large resources for matters

of defense and internal security (about 25.7 percent of the total budget).
This is in spite of the difficult conditions through which the Lebanese
economy is passing and the withdrawal of investment funds in both the
public and the private sectors.

Following is a summary of expenses and income in the state's general
budget not including special budgets for 1982-1984:

Schedule No 1
Summary of Expenses and Income in the General Budget
(Millions of Liras)

1982 1983 1984
Expenses 6,300 8,610 10,500
Income 2,545 5,845 7,037
Deficit 3,755 2,765 3,463

It is noted that the annual deficit is in the range of 3.5 billion lira,
even though the cumulative deficit has risen, as we will see, subsequent
to the stability of overall budget indicators.
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B. Analysis of Public Spending

Following is a comparative anélysis of the aspects of public spending as
they are suggested in the budget plans for fiscal year 1984 compared to
the aspects of spending for fiscal year 1983.

Schedule No 2
Aspects of Fixed Costs According to Relative and Absolute Value

1983 Percentage 1984 Percentage
Millions of Lira Millions of Lira
1. National defense 1,465 17.0 percent 1,944 18.4 percent
2. Public Works and
Transportation 1,408 16.3 percent 1,823 17.2 percent
3. National Education 1,210 14.9 percent 1,524 14.4 percent
4, Debts due to be paid 1,280 14.7 percent 1,506 14.2 percent
5. Interior and Internal
Security 619 7.6 percent 767 7.3 percent
6. Financial and ' »
Electrical Resources 440 5.4 percent 589 5.5 percent
7. Public Health 235 2.9 percent 314 2.9 percent
8. Economy and Commerce 155 1.9 percent 184 1.7 percent
9. Labor and Affairs 188 2.3 percent 167 1.6 percent
10. Agriculture 97 1.1 percent 127 1.3 percent
11. Housing 71 1.0 percent 54 0.5 percent
12, Tourism 56 0.8 percent 41 0.4 percent
13. Presidency of the
Republic and Cabinet
and Chamber of Deputies 186 2.3 percent 238 2.3 percent
14, Budgetary Reserves - 916 11.3 percent 814 7.7 percent
14, Other Expenses 377 4.3 percent 479 4.5 percent

8,610m.1. 100 percent 10,575m.1 100 percent

Schedule No 2 shows that a fixed level of about 26 percent of the general
budget was designated for national defense and internal security at a time
when the share of transportation and public works projects has increased
from 16.3 percent to 17.3 percent of the total budget. However, school
building projects and projects related to national education have maintained
their share of 14.4 percent of the new budget as compared to 14.9 percent
during the last fiscal year. Also the increase in the percentage of debts
scheduled to be retired has increased to about 14.4 percent of the entire
budget as a result of the state's being compelled to borrow from commercial
banks by means of treasury bonds.

As for the production sectors which do not have much of a share, such as
agriculture which was allotted only 1.2 percent and housing and cooperatives
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which were allotted only 0.5 percent, and also tourism which has no more
than 0.4 percent, these low shares do not mean that the state is unaware

of the importance of developing these relations, rather they reflect the
unstable security situation which has clearly been detrimental to the
activities of these sectors, and reflect, in addition, the paralysis which
has afflicted tourist facilities and the recession which has struck
agriculture in the South as a result of the Israeli presence, and all

that has brought with it, including, imported Israeli agricultural products
and also the shutting off of export markets in neighboring Arab countries.

C.  Analysis of Projected Income

Income for fiscal year 1984 is estimated to be 7 billion Lebanese Lira
compared to estimated income totalling 5.1 billion lira for fiscal year
1983 of which 32.2 percent is direct taxes and tariffs, and 45.8 percent
is indirect taxes and tariffs.

The expected increase in the participation of customs taxes on imports
reflects the optimism of the ruling authorities concerning the return of
their control over maritime ports and airports in Lebanon while also
expecting an increase in level of consumption and productive economic
activity as a result of the partial beginning of public works and
development projects. The coming months will reveal whether these
expectations are realistic, in regards to renewed true customs income,
which will return to the treasury in the first month of 1984,

Schedule No 3
Sources of Income
(Millions of Liras)

1983 Percent 1984 Percent
1. Direct Taxes and Tariffs 1,780 35 2,280 32.2
2. 'Indirect Taxes and Tariffs
Tariffs 2,000 39.3 3,288 45.8
3. Revenue of State
Property 40 0.9 42 1.7
4, Miscellaneous Income 1,264 24,8 1,432 20.3
5. Total Expected Returns 5,084 100.0 7,032 100.0
6. Loans to Meet
Anticipated Deficit 3,526 3,543
8,610 10,575

D. Public Debt

Of the indicators which call for attention and concern at the same time is
the rapid increase in the size of internal debt. It is known that the
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total of the deficit, which is made up of loans advanced from the Bank of
Lebanon and from treasury bonds in possession of the commercial banks,
reached 14.1 billion Lebanese lira by the end of 1982, of which 12.3
billion were treasury bonds and 1.8 billion in debts of the Bank of
Lebanon. However, by the end of 1983 the public debt is expected to be
about 20 billion Lebanese lira of which 5 billion in the form of loans from
the central bank and 14 billion are special bonds. It is known that about
70 percent of these bonds will mature within three months, also the
distribution of treasury bonds among variable maturity dates at the end

of 1982 is noted:

Types of Bonds December 1982
Three-monthbmaturity 8,388
Six-month maturity 2,955
Two-year maturity 654
Three-year maturity -
Five-year maturity 141
12,278

Information is not currently available about the manner of distribution of
bonds in the end of this year (the last quarter), it is probable that 3—month
treasury bonds are in greater circulation. :

These are the principal characteristics of the 1984 general budget for the
state, and as has been clarified, the income, expenditure and debt indicators
show that Lebanon has not yet begun a return to sound economic health.
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F}f,[Article by Muhamnad al— ashna D "The Issuance of the Implementlnﬁ Regulations“
‘tof the Iﬁprlsonnent and Detentlon Law ] ' o S s

' Hls Royal Highness Prince Nayif ibn 'Abd—al—'Aziz, the minlster of 1nter10r, has o

i

. and the reasons 1ead1ng to his arrest.

- 'SAUDT ARARIA

\ECULATIONS FOR ARRESLS LIP ISONIE"’T SPECIFIED S

Riyadh AL—JAZIRAH in’ Arabic 16 Nov 03 P 6

‘[Tent] No person shall be’ arrested or detained unless there s
,1s ev1dence 1nd1cat1ng that he has commltted a crine. : ‘

It shall not be permitted to issue a warrant for the pre—
ventlve custody of a person unless the- crlme he is charged
7V1th comm1ttin° 1s a major crime.‘» N

approved the 1mplement1nrT regulations of the Imprisonnent and Detention Law.
Prlnce Nayif s decree included the issuance of the reﬂulations contalning the =
rules’ for stopping, arrestlng and detainlng persons and holdin ‘them in pre--d’
ventive custody. = These regulatlons consist of 22 articles. The articles of :
these regulations stateé, among othér things, that no person shall be "arrested a
or detained--if he has been reported {as having committed a crime] of an ac-
cusation has been made against him--unless there is evidence" ‘indicating that”

" he has committed a crime requiring that he be" arrested. The articles also’ ‘state
that the investigation [concerning an arrested person] must be completed v1th1n'
3 days after the detained person has been arrested. : Clal i :

The follow1ng is the full text of these regulatlons.

The Rules for Stopping and Arresting Persons, Temporarlly Detaining Them, and
Holdln" Them in Preventlve Custody ' : : SRR SRYE Yy

Artlcle 1. Patrolmen and'other poliCenen representing the public authorities

”:f shall have the right to stop anyone who is in c1rcumstances whlch cause [the

police] to suspect hls [1nvolvement in a crime]

Artlcle 2‘ If there are 1nd1catlons which cause- [the pollce] to susnect that R
-a person has committed a crime, he shall te apprehended and immediately handed =
.over to the proper authorities, and a report’ ‘shall be prepared vhich records the

- information concerning the 1dent1ty of the officer who ‘apprehended h1m and the»-”
identity of the person arrested, as well as the date and tlme of hls arrest




Article 3. The proper authoritles shall conduct thelr investlgation 1nmed1—
ately after the arrival of the’ arrested person.~ In every case, ‘the arrested
person shall be questioned and his defense shall be heard, and this shall be y

ivrecorded in an off1c1al report w1th1n no more than 24 hours" after his arrest. '

Artlcle 4. If the grounds for suspectins'the arrested person [of havin" com— - -
-mitted a crime] are dlsproved “he shall be 1mmediate1y released by order of the ‘
1nvest10at1ng officer or the duty officer. _f‘~ » s

: ‘Artlcle 5. If the susp1c1ons concerning the arrested person are corroborated
" the authority investlgating him shall 01der, in wrlting, that he be detained in
order that the investigation be completed and the investigatlon must be com—vfj‘
pleted w1th1n 3 cays after hlS arrest. R - :

Artlcle 6. . If a person has been reported [as hav1ng cOnmitted a crime] or ‘an
accusatlon has been made against him, he may not be arrested or- detalned until
tnere is evidence 1nd1cat1ng that he has cormitted - acrime requ:rrintr ‘that he
be arrested, and until he has been questioned and hls defense heard and :
recorded 1n an OfflClal report. L : : S !

Artlcle 7. In every case," the 1nvest1gat10n [concernan_an arrested person]
nust be conpleted w1tn1n 3 days after the detained person has been arrested

Article 8. If alter the perlod of time referred to in the article auove, T
tehre is 1o preponderant evidence 1nd1cat1ng tnat the’ detalned persov has com"ﬁ‘
mitted a definite crlme, the follow1ng shall be" done. ‘ : - T :

A. The arrested person shall be released by order of the chief of the pollce
precinct statlon wherc the 1nvestlgation vas conducted.*ﬁ'.«r A

B. After nis release, the documents [concernlng the case] shall be cubmltted
~ to the dlstrlct covernor [amir] or to any’ anir suhordlnate to the distriet

_ governor who is authorized by’ the dlstrict governor to either suspend the pro—‘*
-secution [of the arrested person] or to proceed in accordance with what he 5
.. considers to be nroper. . & Fo CI A

Article 9. If after the period of time referred to in the artlcle above,} :
.there is preponderant evidence 1nd1cat1ng that the detalned person has com—‘Z‘
» mitted a deflnite crime, the follow1ng shall be done7‘ - -

AL If the crine 1nvolved is not a maJor crlme, then either.yvﬁ¢

a. The arrested person shall be transferred dlrectly from the investigativer‘
authority to the Judiclal authority enpowered to try hlm in order tbat‘a de-"".
c1sion be reached concernlng the accusatlon he has been charced w1th “j} s

b. Or the arrested person shall be released on personal recognlzance or onva
bail--or both at the same t1me——prov1ded that he’ has a permanent and- known
place of residence in’ ‘Saudi Arabia.J This is in order ‘that he report to the "
“authorities if it becomes’ necessary to conduct further 1nvestigations after “;
the [above—mentloned] 3 day perlod expires. Ve : . O Y o S




= _mass disturbances or dlsturbances whicn occur betveen trlbes, arson comnltted

2 ;The arrested person:shall bevchar?ed w1th the crlne, a’ warrant shall be
issued to' “hold hin in preventive custody, and he sxall be transferred to a”
.ﬁpubllc prlson.«fd R e : D R I TR D et R AR

'QD.‘ The handllng of thezcase shall be referred to the propor‘authorities 1n—‘
fuedlatelv after the completion of the 1nvestlgatlon.» : S W

r-/\‘:--—v

ArthIE 10. The follow1nw crimes constltute naJor crimes. Preﬁéditsted ‘
vfmurder, quasi~premed1tated murder, causing physical incapac1tation, ;crimes
»:fcalllnw for punlshment according to Islanic laws; ‘attacking someone s place
. of re51dence, theft; rape; violatino a [woman s] honor, sodomy, manufacturing,
“suuggling, or dealing in 1ntox1cat1nb beveraaes, or’ drinklng such heverages or
,fpr0V1d1ng ‘then to other persons, smuggling narcotics or what is considered’ 1n
Jtle category of narcotics, or’ nanufacturlng grow1ng, possessing, or dealing
in narcotics or prov1d1ng then to ‘other persons or" using ‘then withotlit” author—&
ization; snuggllnb weapons, ammunitlon, or exploslves, or manufacturing or i
1dea11ng in ‘them or using thenm ot possess:mcr them witxout author17at10n, [caus—?i
ngl disturbances durlng which firearns or silent weapons ‘are used; [cau31ng]

“.against- residences or'places of bu51ness, or the burnln«T of forest areas; :
”preneditatcd Killing" of anothcr nerson s animals;’ counterfeltlng c01n or paper"
' money 3 forgery"bribery, 1mpersonat1ng employees of the’ government s intelll—“
]f"ence service or bureau of investigation or persons considered in this cate-‘”

gOry; re31st1ng [pollce] -officers of the publlc authoritles, embezzllng govern~
;ment property; practiclnb usury; and all crimes constituting’ actions concernlng
which royal decrees or dlrectlves have stlpulated th't pcople abstaln from ks
tuese actions rathe1 than engage in them. o S R

ngrtlcle 11.. It Shall ot be permitted to issue a warrant for the preventlve

- custody of a person unless the crlme hc is char?ed with committino is a maJor i

“erime and there are compellln Teasons for’ taking hln “into preVentive custody.'ﬁf
'he fOllOWln“ shall constitute such comnclling reasons.'; ; : g

_A.' If he nas been caugnt in tle act of conmltting the crime. A peroetrator 1s ‘
,cconsldered to have been caught in thc act’ of committing a crlme if he was seen -
by’ eycw1tnesses inmcdlately after‘he committed the crime or 1mmed1ate1y arter'
Jthe screaming of the 'victim of ‘the ¢rime or members of the publlc and thc1r :
::‘pursult of ‘him 1mmed1ately after the commlssion of thé  crime, or he was caugut
’._possc051n0 ‘weapons , tools, or implements ‘which were used in’ conmitting the crime -
,.ﬂor things which were ootalned as a result of comruttlnb the crime, or- if. tlere :
. - were naterlal consequences 1nd1cat1ng that he was the perpetrator of the crine

"'gor an: acconpllce 1n the comni331on of txe crime. ' i R p «

L If he lecally confesses, of hls own free w111, that he has committed the.
‘.Hcrlme.nf’ ; , D e g R

- If there is well—founued infornation or reasonably good proof w11ch naLes
‘V lt 11Le1y that he w111 be convicted of hav1ng commltted a definite crime.»f'-*f




D. If allow1n¢ hln ‘to remaln free woulo con tltute a danger to h1s 11fe or
the 11ve° of others, would lead to endangerlng publlc securlty, or would cause
'commotlon or turn011 amon5 the publlc. RS : : :

E. If he has no permanent and known place of re31dence in’ SaudllArahla, or.
if it is feared that he will flee, or if it 1s feared that he will [attevmt to] o
affect thc course of the investlgatlon [concernln the crlme conmltted] ff‘f v

Article'12 A warrant 1ssued by an’ investltatlve authorlty for the preven— [
tive custoey of a person accused of conmittlng a maJor crime shall be in ef- "
fect for _no lon er tzan 21 days after hl arrest.ax' i Py ol

Artlcle 13
A. If 1t is not po,51ble to complete the 1nvestlgat10n hefore the end of the
period soec1f1ed in ‘the above-mentioned article, ;the inves tigatlve authority
shall suom1t—~at least 3 ‘days prior to, the end. of thls perlod——a sumnary whlchﬁ””*-
deals with the case, the 1nformat10n and’ proof w1tn whlch the arrested person
has been confronted and which’ led to his belng taLen 1nto preventlve custody,
_the snortcomln s which have arisen in the" 1nvest1gatlon,‘tne reasons why the = .
investigation could not: be completed the period of time which the 1nvestlga~~j
tive authorlty con31uexs necessary for the comnletlon pf the investi caton,-. and
a request for permlsslon for it to contlnue to hold the arrested person in
tody durlng this oerlod of t1ne——prov1ded that tnls perlod of time not ;...
exceed 30 days after the date of expiratlon of the perioc of valldlty of .the .
order for the detention of the arrested person Whlch has been spec1f1eo in thel.f
above-nentloned artlcle. : . o Lo e 20

B. The report referred to in the paraoraph abovc snall be suLnltted to the

district governor or' to’ ‘any amir subordinate to the. dlStrlCL governor who is {;;:~'fr‘

autaorlzed by tnc dLStrlCt rrovernor [to hanele tne matter]

‘ C. ’1ne 1nvest1"at1vc autn011ty shall 1nforw the“ ouse of detention or prlvon,w:'
where the arrested person lu belpn helc, of the date and numher of the reuort
sent to tne dlstrlct aovernor s Ofrlce. L -

« The ulrector of the house of detentlon or prlson waere tho arrested person'
is being held shall" denand that ‘the 1nve tl"aLiVe authorlty rurnlsn eV1dence

of the fact that it has suonltteu its report .to the d1°trlct governor ! offlce

‘ and requested perm1331on from it to ‘continue ‘to. detaln the" arrested person, and
‘this shall be done immediately upon eiplration of thc perlod of valloltv of N
the oerlod of detention ordered by tne 1nvest1gatlve authorlty in. accordance s
w1th Article 12. f~v a T e e e

-C;‘

L. The 1mprlsonment of the person held in prchntlve custody sh all contlnue,
and the investigative authority shall continue with the completwon 0f its in-
vestigation, unt11 ins tructlons arere from t“e dlstrlctleovelnor s office" and
‘action shall be taken in’ accorcunce \1t4 these 1nstruct10ns." The 1nvostiﬂa—
t1ve authorlty shall inforiz the aouse of detention or prlson, wnerc the ar-- E
sted person 1s being ‘held in preventlve cuntody, of . the decislon by t e dis- .
trlct sovernor's office to either contlnue Leenlng ‘the arrested person 1n prlson
or to releaae him. :

)
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:”F.g The d1str1ct Lovernor s office shall be entitled to pernit the continued 3
"1mprlsonment of ‘the person’ being held in preventlve custodv for as lonwvas 1t‘w
“deens’ necessary” for the c0nnlet10n of the 1nvest1gation—-prov1ded that this"
: period of’ time not “exceed 30 days after the date of explratloa ‘of the perlod
“.of valldﬂty of the preventlve custodv warrant 1ssued by thc investiﬂatlve N
authorlty which 1s spec1fied in Article 12. , '

,Artlcle 14., In every case, the investigative authority shall refer the handl—“r
“ing of ‘the'¢ase involved to the’ dlstrict governor s office before 30 days have S
. elapsed follow1ng the date of expiratlon of the perlod of validity of the ar-
© rest warrant issted by the investigative authority. ‘The district governor 's =~
‘,office shall ‘take ‘the decision: which it deems- approprlate based on the provis—E‘:_
_»lOnS of the renulations concernins the authorized powers of the dlstrict gover-V“”

,Bearing‘in”m‘nd'uhatviS“stipulated‘by the aﬁs‘[governingﬁthe”ac—
, tlons] of the Border ‘and Customs' Police, the Grievance" Board the Censorship
_-and Investlgatlon Autnority, the Society for the Prevention of V1ce and the
© Promotion of Virtue, and other- laws and implenenting regulations—-with the
"”fsekception of c¢rimes concernino ‘which royal decrees and ‘directives” stipulate F
! that persons accused of committing ‘such crimes not be’ released until permis—”"
_ sion has been’ recelved ‘From hlgner governmént authorities’ or’ after ‘the matter o .
" 'has been ‘referred 'to ‘the" [approprlate] ministry-—each of | the follow1na persons,f~{=h
vy*t,w1thin his sphere of authority,'shall be entitled to’ order ‘that ‘an ‘accused per-. -
. son be either taken intoe preventive custody or released l) district povernorsl?‘,*;
- and ‘their deputies, 2) ‘the director of [the Office of] Publlc Sccurity and hls‘f'
a331stants, 3) police- chiefs, 4): assistance police chiefs, directors of crlminal ‘
arrests,- and chlefs of pollce prec1nct statlons, when ‘the matter concerns cases1ﬂ<"
still under réview by ‘any of the aforementioned; 5) dlrectors of the Public Anti-’
: harcotics -0ffice and d1rectors of their office's branches, when the matter con-j*"
'cerns ‘crimes 1nvolvin0 narcotics or what ‘is considered in'that cate?ory, 6) the'*
j_dlrector of ‘the Public Traffic Office ‘and directors of traffic offices, when Ly
"the matter concerds " traffic acc1dents, and 7). the cirector 0eneral of the Pass—;~j
L port” Offlce and’ dlrectors of" passport offices when the‘matter concerns cases <
-1:,1nvolv1nc passports and re51dence.;?? : : Qi

:;'Article 16 Wlth the ex ceptlon of what is stlpulated by roval decrees ‘and’ di—
.rectives concerning the necessity of obtaining permi551on before d01ng so,;thef
c authorlty ‘to which the: handllno of a ‘given case is referred shall ‘order the re—h,
¢ lease of a person held in preventlve custody in return for someone guaranteelnﬂ‘

that he Wlll report to the authorlties, or order his release on ba11—~or both 5
'~at the sane tine-—in the followino cases:'? o : . :

11) 1. If the 1nvest13at10n does not produce preponderant evidence that a crlme- G
o ‘has occurred S o - 2 Y 13,

:,v}f'the crime which the accused is belng charoed with 1s not a maJor crime.

1.

f3.} If the 1nvest1gation does not produce ev1dence renderlng it llkely that the”l'
N arrested person ‘will be- conv1cted or llLely Lhut a solid accusation can be nade B
v_:aoalnst hln.‘vv.'vv- REE S : S - - o




4, In cases otxer than crimes 1nvolv1np premeditated murder, qua81—premed3tated

murder, causing phys1cal 1ncapac1tat10n, appropriating lanc, and tneft, if the ‘
arrested oerson has ‘already paid [to the aggrieved party] all of the entitle- .
ments which the aggrleved party is entitled to receive, ‘has already deposited o
‘these entitlements in the trust of those entitled to receive them, or hdo al—v'~*‘
ready prov1ded a cuarantee that these entltlenents v111 ‘be pald DRI

3. If the crlne that t1e arreuted person has been charged vlth conmlttlnp is -
one whlcb can be lega 111y punlshable by means of only ‘a fine and the arrested

person is known and has a Lnown place of re31dence in Saudi' Arabia, and. if he N
has paid the fine set by law or half of the larger figure constituting the maxi-
mun legal fine~-if there is a maximum and a mininum leoal f1ne——or has provided :
a full guarantee that the fine v1ll be paid.v~ R ST S

6;v If thcre 1s both a ma <imun and a nlnlmun term of imprlsonnent set by law‘pf
as a punishment for the crime which the arrested person has been charged with :
comiitting and he has already served more than' half of the maximum term of im-~
prisonient or rore than 1 year of 1nprlsonment——whichever 1s the lesser of the
“two perlods of time=-and he has no record of previous conv1ct10ns and the crime
he has been charged w1th committing does not 1nvolve c1rcumstances calllnp for,d
a more severe penalty. = ~ : o R SR

7. If ‘the punlshment for the crime whlch the arrested person has been charged
with committing is left’ up to the dlscretlon of the judge and the arrested per—
son has already served a period of preventive detention which is lonper than
tne perlod of 1nnrlsonment he is expected to be sentenced to.~‘vf 4‘1‘ ;

l‘S.: If the arrested person is a Juvenlle who is less than 10 years of age.5
'9 If the arrested person 1s ‘a Juvenlle who is between '10 and 1’ years of age N
and there is no compelllng necessity to hold him in detentlon or the Judpe
has mot permitted him to be held in detentlon.vfifnﬁ,‘,ﬁl * :

- Artlcle 17. A person belng held 1n preventlve custody shall be released 1n the o
following cases? L o T S

1. If a Judiclal ruling or dec1slon is 1ssued whlch ack nowledges hls 1nnocence,;
or acknowledges that there is doubt concernln0 his guilt, or aanowledoes that
he was not respon51ble [for the comn1351on of the crlme], or if the charges
are dropped. : P cod . ; e

2. If he has been sentencea to a term of 1nnrisonnent but h s already been in 7
- preventive detention for a perlod of time either equal to or 1n excess of his -
term of inprlsonment. ‘ “ - . S Beoo

Article 18. ’An arrested person shall be released in the cases referred to in
the article above even if the ruling or decision issued is one which can be =
appealed in a court of cassation, or an appellate court, or a court of griev-
ances, or is a ruling or decision which must be ratified by the proper author- .
ity. -Except in these cases, a district governor or any amir subord:nate to the _
. district governor who is authorized by him shall be permltteo to order ‘the con—‘
- tinued detentlon of the arrested person untll tne rtllng or’ dec1s10n becones a
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“ff;son to 1odgc ‘a grlevance, at "any tinme he so w1shes, with the royal author-
‘_1t1es, or the mlnlstry [concerned], or the district oovernor ;tofflce, ‘a person

%flnal rulln" or dcclslon or untll the matter is referred ‘to the minlstry [con-f
*cerned] in order that 1t proceed 11 accordance wlth wbat it con31ders to be
,.propcr.;, ; , R e . = ,

’fArtlcle l , hlthout thls 1n any way prejudlclnn the rlgbt of an arrested per—i:'

':belnb held in preventive custody shall be permitted to fornallv object to a
-request made by the pollce for permission ‘from the’ Governor s ‘office to contlnue7
to hold h1m in- preveqtrve detention after the explratloﬂ of the perlod of L

) ;valldlty of tne arrest warrant issued by the 1nvest1°at1ve authority whlch 15:‘

;spec1f1ed 1n Artlcle 12 ‘ ‘ . g : . e N

-‘Artlcle 20.; he d1str1ct Lovernor s offlce or’ any “amir autH011zed [by the ?“C__
‘district overnor] is’ entltled, when conslderln? a recucst by an 1nvest12ative o

‘yfauthorlty for permisslon ‘to continue the preventive dctentlon of afi arrested

person, to ‘form a comn1ttee——1f ‘this is’ considered neces ary-"composed of a v
.SHec1alrst in’ Islamlc law ‘or a legal adV1ser and a representatlve of the pollce,i

to look 1nto the” objcctlon made by the person being’ held in preventlve custodv,~
1lston to his statements, and nake 1ts recomnendations. ;f“ : :

'

,’Article 21 CIf tae perlod of ?O days referred to in Para raph ¥ of Artlcle 13
~-has’ explred and a person beinZ held in preventlve detentlon haLes a formal ob-""
~jection to the contlnuatlon of his detention, the’ district governor's office
. shall form a comnlttee, in ‘accordance with the’ above-mentloned artlcle, to 1ook
~into his obJectlon and make its recommendatlons——unless the district ?overqor s
: ;Ofrlce has dec1ded to ‘refer the matter to court or to refer the Handllnr of
'»Jthe natter to the mlnlstry [concerned] :

Artlcle 22.‘ Every dlstrlct rrovernor s offlce'ﬁ’all forn a conxittee composed
.of a judicial or 1ecal adviser and a representatlve of the pollce ‘which shall"

‘have the authority to look into grlevances subnitted by ‘persons being held in"
Epreventlve detentlon concerning whom ‘orders have been issued for ‘their release

.. or persons who have not been released after their terms of 1mprisonment have

~expired. ‘The committee shall look into such grievances witHin no fore than 7'
.days after the/ have ‘been submltted, shall hear the statements made by~ ‘the per—“
,;ﬂson in preventlve ‘detention ‘or the prisoner, and the commlttee s recommendatlons
'oshall be submitted to the d1str ct oovernor s orflce v1th1n 3 days after [the
‘grievances have been heard]. ' : o o

K
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SAUDT ARABIA
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’;INCPEASE I 1 E~OIL GDP HOTED

“ .

'Rlyadh AL—JAZIRAH 1n Arablc 16 Nov 83 p 19 =

[Article.‘ ”According to a SAJA Report, the Non~Oil-CDP‘1n Sau

di;Arahfa”ﬁaa
Increased Greatly”] L E R

'h~5[Text] Credlt instltutlonc extended a‘tota] of:lol S bll—

" lion riyals “of loans to ‘Saudi citlzens.1 he procesa of
aaudllzatlon nas been completed 1p all of the ten foreign

.ﬁban:s.J*

;.fThe Culf economlc agreenentvwill ald»the commercial.ﬁrovth
of the GCC nationa.' : : 3 - o

Durln'7 fiscal year 1407 03 A P. there was a real 1ncrease of 7.5 percent in
Saudi Arabia's non-oil GDP. ' This increase is convldered to be an 1mportaﬁt;
“achievement when' compared with the modest’ increases and rece551on which’nre-“
vailed throu?hout the world durlng the thlrd S—year plan period, when thls :
figure was only 6.2 percent. The share of the private sector in the GDP 1n—“
. creased by an estinated 8.1 percent, “whereas the 1ncrease in’ the share of the
: publlc vector 1ncreased by ahout 6 3 percent.; SR ' G

The annual statlstical reportllssued by the oaudl Arablan _onetary v“ency
[sAMA] concerned itself with the development of the’ Saudl econony ‘and the"
. most 1mportant indlcators of this " ‘economy during fiscal year 14N2-03 A.H.
. The report said that the" agricultural and inaustrial séctors achleved rapid S
growth because of the numerous ‘incentives ‘which have been” provioed by the gov— f,;-
ernment. There was' a large increase in the production of wheat;*ln part1cular,}_3
and thlS will enable Saudi Arabia to be eelf~suff1c1ent in wheat in the’ near'
“future. - There were also notlceable increases ‘in’ the productlon of cement,,:

[ert111zer, and electric power. By the'end of 1982 the Hlnlstry of Industry <
and Eléctricity had granted a total of 2,424 1ndustr1al licenses- with author-*‘~f
ized capital totalling 100.7 billion rlyalq.v During the first half of 1403

A.H. the ministry also approved the granting of 180 more: 1ndustr1al llcenses,
‘the investnent value of whlch totalled 4. 4 bllllOn rlyals. 7 DEAE SRS

'The report “also said that another decrease 1n the rate of 1nflation occurred
“during the” above-uentloned year.- Because of " the recession, the value o6f the” S
.non—011 GDP 1ncreaeed J-u percent, as compared with 5 5 percent durlng the e




::preV1ous year and 6 9 percent during flscal year 1401 A H Also, there was’ :
“improvement: with regard to the record—high cost of 11ving for middle—lncome‘ﬁ'
© Saudi fam111cs in some of Saudi Arabia s c1t1es.‘¢ :ﬂui : i co

ﬁfThe report went on to say that the nrocess of the Saudiization of the foreign e
‘fbanks, which began in' 1395 A.H. .(1975), has been completed. ‘Right now there

: “is"a total of 10 such banks operating in Saudi Arabia. * They are expandlnc thelu‘

i ‘base of their capital ‘and 1mprov1nﬂ and expanding their 'services by’ openin’7 up/“f.:
- new branch banks. During fiscal year 1402-03 A.H. a total of 84 branch banks ‘" .

_were opened.f Right now Saudi .Arabia has a total of 435 comnerclal branch R

- banks, and this is 5 times as’ many branch banks as existed in Saudi Arabia at
~ the end of fiscal year 1395~ 96 A. H., which was the year during which ‘the. pro=:"-
cess of Saudiization began. During thls period of time the capital and re-
serves of these haan increased more than 10-fold-~from 807 million riyals w*j
to 8.5 bllllon rivals. Their total assets also increased 6 fold-—fron 21 7
blllion rivals to 130.1 bllllon rlyals. R T D S :

N . . r '

‘The report also talked about the five speclallzed credit 1nst1tutions, vhich SR

‘are the Saudi Arabian Aoricultural ‘Bank, -the Saudi Industrial Development Fund':l‘

_the Real Estate Developnent Fund, theé Investment Fund in Riyadh, and the Saudi
]Lredit Bank. ‘The report said that these institutions had continued their job .

- of responding to the financial reaulrements of the sectors in the econony which‘

7”.vland their net loans totaled 130 6 blllion riyals.

¥ 'hjyear, and thlS represented an 1ncrease of 21. 5 percent.;;

‘they were dealinr w1th Accordin" to the report, ‘these’ credlt institutions,’ SRR
~.from the time of their estaollshlent till the end of the month of Jumada 1I
+1403 A.H.; had granted a total of about 151.5 billion r1ya1s worth of 1oans

;As for Saudl Arabia s foreign tradc, the report had the follow1ng to sav.;v“ :
.'Saudl Arabla s imports continued to increase notlceably——the increase totallinO’ﬁ
16.8 percent.: - ‘Imports in 1981 totalled 119.3 billion riyals, and they went up - -
0 139:3 bllllon riyals din 1682. They totalled 34.8 billion riyals during the ™
fflrst quarter of 1983, and this represented an increase of 3.9 percent over . . .
swhat 1nports were durlnb this same perlod of time in the previous year.-«Dur-“ri;,
~ ing '1402-03 A.H. the value of imports financed by commercial banks went up to o
71,2 bllllon ‘riyals, -as compared with 58.6 billion riyals during the prev1ous:1:

[

g ;As for Saudi Arabia s 011 productlon, the report says that it decreased from
9.8 million barrels per day in 1981 to 6.5 million barrels per 'day in 1982.:

v‘h:Durinc the first half.[of 1982] production was 7.2 million barrels per day

:and uurlnv'the second half of that year it went. dovn.to 5.8 million barrels 5
iper day., 0il production further decreased to 4.3 million barrels per day dur=*

:“h'finp the first half of 1933. This decrease has been.due to the fact that Saudi:

:Arabla has effected modlflcations in its oil production because of 1ts dec1s—~'f

ive’ role in the world s oil production and because of its desire to'maintain e

the current 1evel of .crude oil prices in spite of the continuing 1ow worldw1de1"” o
;denand for oil. - ,t;,,.‘r-v,:@ sk_p U R T PRI e S

‘iBecause of the above audi Arabia s exports of crude and rcfined petroleum’
- “have decreased 35.3 percent._ They totalled 3. 486 billion. barrels in 1081,
gbut went dowvmn’ to 2. 255 blllion barrels in- 1982. [Durlnb that vear], thcy




totalled 1. 27 bllllon barrels durin" the first half of the year and 985 million
- ‘barrels during ‘the second half of the year., Exports then wvent down to 658 5 ”l
. million barrels during the first half of 1983.- This represented a decrease‘of
48.1 percent when conpared with eyports during the first half of 1982. - ‘
this regard, the report p01nted out that," in splte of the notlceable decrease ¥
in Saudi Arabia's production ‘and export of petroleum, overnnent expendltures
- in the public budget of ‘the’ current ‘year “of 1403-04 AH. ‘have ‘been estimated
- at 260 billion riyals as compared w1th 243, 8 billion riyals durinp the pre—”39‘w
.. vious year. :This represents an increase of 6.7 percent.’ ‘The nation 5 1mports i
,“were extimated at about ‘225 billién riyals [thlS year], as comnared with 246 2
~billion riyals [last" vear]—-and this represents a decrease of 8.6 percent. The A
anticipated [budget] deficit is estimated as belng 35 blllion riyals, [and“ S
this will be compensated for by funds from] the nation's publlc”reserves. R
More' than half of the budgetary expenditutres-~150 blllion riyals .has been] R
allocated for progects. This figure includes about 54 billion r1yals for i
projects whose 1mp1ementat10n will begin during the- currént year. - ‘The re— SIS
maining amount, - whlch totals 110 bllllon riyals, was allocated for recurring s
expenses. Also, the government is contlnulng to support the sectors of educa—'“i
. tion, health, social serv1ces, and mun1c1pal serv1ces, andvit 1s contlnulng to o
- raise the standard of liVlng of Saudi c1tizens.~,a¢ T ' :

The report also dealt Wlth some of the other economlc developments thich have*ff‘
- - represented 1nportant achlevements in the prooress of Saud1 Arabia's ‘economy. .
‘The most important’ of thesé have been ‘the projects ‘of the Royal Connission for &
© al-Jubayl and Yanbu . "The report said that the Roval Commlssion, during ‘198
. executed contracts for prOJects ‘valued at’ 4,116, 400,000 riyals. 0f this total"
'2.186 billion riyals were for projects’ in-al- Jubayl and 930.4 m11110n rlyalsi‘f‘
‘were for prOJectv in Yanbu'. - The Saudl companles share of the total for thesef
contracts amounted to 3,724,300, 000 rlyals, or 46 percent of the total for the .
contracts awaroed in 1982, The ‘total [for these contracts] was’ u,24 »400, OOO L
riyals for al-Jubayl and 4, 902 200, OOO riyals for Yanbu . The Saudi companiesyp"
share of the total for these contracts was 4, 863 700, 000 riyals,'or 37 percent.’

Thus the value of contracts being executed went up to’ 36 910,700,000 rlvals.x :
Of this total, ~22,544, 100 COJ riyals were for al- Jubayl and 14 366,600,000
riyals were for Yanbu'. The total for contracts executed and’ being imple—“ _
mented was 45,086,300,000. Of ‘this" amount 275 281 000,000 riyals were for al-"
Jubayl and’ 17, 705 300, OOO rlyals vere for’ Yanbu + . The Saudl coipanies' share T
" of the total for these contracts was 10,882 800 000 riyals vere for Yanbu SHEL

The Saudi companies’ share of the total for these contracts was 18,882 800 OPO
riyals, or 42 percent. o ‘ : o . S

" The report also dealt in detail w1th somewof £] e'prOJccts of the Saud1 Ba51c
- Industries Corporation (SABIC). " SABIC began vith four prOJects oY enterprises.‘
Three of ther began production in 19 83, and they " dre the follOV1ng ‘the"Saudi. -
Iron and Steel Corporation (hadid), the Saudi’ hethanol Corporation (al—uaz1),“ T
cand the Saudi Fertilizer Corpoération’ (Samad) The production ‘of the latter went ‘
. on to say that SABIC had decided to invest 38.2 billion riyals in its basi¢’ ’
i.projects and that 12. 3 billion riyals of ‘this amount “had already been spent by s
- the end of the first quarter of 1983, In May of 1983 SABIC ratified a ‘phased e
. agreement W1th two foreion firms- for the nurpose ‘of settlng up’ a Joint venture .
,for the productlon of ‘some’ chenical materials to be utilized as an alternatlve'j'




'fto lead and'in the production of synthetic rubber. February of 1063 was the
‘fmonth of the 51gn1ng of the first’ agreement with Saudl firms to ‘set up another
‘ﬂJOint venture for ‘the production of 1ndustr1al gases. ““The CQS, ‘of this prOJect
,¢is estimated at about 500 nillion riyals.w S A

,The T port also dealt at length nith the act1v1t1es of the Graln Silos'and[u;¢7
“Flour' MlllS Organizations because of the great' achievements whlch this sector’

-~ has accomplished.. At the present time, ‘the storage capaC1ty of the’ existing o
,f;gral‘fsllos enterprises totals 535 OOO tons. In addltion to this, two morei “,'?
TprOJects ‘are being inolemented in’ Riyadh and al—Oasim, and thelr capac1ty totals
300,000 tons. Total storage capacity is scheduled to go up to about 920, 000 -
'itons after Stlll other progects are’ 1mplenented in Ha' il, al Jawf and Taouk.
.;After expan31ons had been undertaLen, ‘the total production capac1ty of Saudi 2

“ .Arabia's flour mllls amounted to 3,180 tons [every & hours] Productlon of the

,;;fodder factories is 700 tons every 8 hours, and this figure w111 1ncrease to
f,~°40 tons every hour after expan31on of the plant 1n Rlyadh i

The rvport also devoted a spec1al section to the natter of the first stage of
“the GCC agreement enterlng ‘the stage of 1mplenentat10n beglnnin0 on'l. March 5
{1983 “It said that the paragraphs’ of the agréement which have ‘gone into ef-
.fect include the” sections “of ‘the agreement which deal with commerc1a1 trade,
{the exerc1se of bu51ness activ1t1es, transportation, and commun1cat10ns.¢~The
;jagreement stipulates that all products oricinatlng in the member nations’ who
~added’ value 1s not less than 40 percent of their final value sha]l be" exennt
from customs fees and similar taxés in the menber nations. Startinv l Marcn.n
1983 the prov151on which’ requlres ‘that citizens in the member nations ovm at
least 51 percent of- forelpn establishments will be in effect.‘ Furthernore
‘mber nations w1ll be’ required to fac111tate, din every way, the passape of
e products ‘of any menber nation to any other menber nation across 1ts ter—
ritory (transit), and these products will be exempt from all fees and ‘taxes.
aoditlon to thls, natural arid le al persons w1ll nave the right to conduct

discrininatlon——ln the areas of agriculture, 1ndustry, aninal productlon, fish
productlon, and contract1ng “Also persons from the GCC nember nations w1ll,s
1ave ' the right to register to ‘practice the profe931ons of ned1c1ne, lav, ‘ac=,
countlng,,englneerin?——and this 1nc1udes englneerlng ‘offices-~as well "as ad-
:ministrative, bus1ness, technical agricultural flsh production, ;and . 1ndus— :
?trlal consultlng in any of the GCC member nations.f Every GCC member nation W
w1ll be ‘required to treat neans of transport of passengers and goods, belongl o
to cltlzens of [other] member nations and which are pa531ng throuoh its terri
tory or (hlch are destlned for any of the member nations,as it would treat
such means of transport which are owned by its own'citizens.' urthermore,
" ships and’ vessels ‘owned by ‘GCC: member nations will be permitte sto freely .
futilize the various port fac11it1es in [every other] member nation and w1ll
*be Pranted the same treatment and preference [as the ships and’ vessels oF the'




'FRACTIOUS TRIBES ' CONTINUE

5

FIGHTING AGAINST INVADERS

¢

'Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 6 Jan 84 p 19

[Article by Tim Cooper]

[Text]

IN the sma]l v1llage of
Estana just’'72 km
(about 45 miles) north of

" the Afghan capital, Ka*

‘bul; the ‘'man the Rus-

sians'most fear sits-
down'to a'tea m hlS hon-

our S

i The room is hushed as
' Ahmed Shah Massoud,
+flanked by heavily --

armed bodyguards,

.speaks to each of his

hosts 'in turn in a care-

. “fully timed ritual. At 30
. years of age, Massoud is
rgaining a reputation as .-
~one of the few mén who -
-could unite Afghams- L

tan’s fractious tribes

against the Sov:et m- N

vaders

of the Panjashir Valley
as a base, Massoud is
trying. to secure agree-

. ‘ments of mutual assis-

tance from other rebel
group‘s whose men he
trains in the north and
centre of the country

“That afternoon  in Es-
- tana. which nestles high
.in the Hindu-Kush

mountains, he was chip-

‘ping away at thls hercu- v
.}lean task. B
. “"Massoud first startcd"

" fighting six years ago ~ /"

two years before the
“ 'Russian invasion."If he

succeeds in forging éven

~a semblance of unity
.among the unruly tribes

- of Afghanistan, the Rus-
sians will have a real
ﬁght on thelr hands

<A 'H'.;-"

Usmg the safe haven' -

- Masqoud has already,

" scored a notable success

/=="the Panjshir cease’ . - :

) 3 the Russians. In a °

‘by achieving what ap-
. pears to be the first tan-
gible and lasting result’
of the four-year conflict

fire.

:ment and Soviet forces
have striven unsuccess-

" fully to control the stra- ..
tegically placed Panj: .
“shir valley since 1979. - '
In the autumn of 1982 O
responding to growing. ’

The’ At‘ghan govern' L

" resistance, Soviet com-' B

~manders launched. a !
g ‘massive ground and air
“attack. For six days, it
- seemed as if the Rus e

s1ans would succeed.

"Then Massoud saw an‘ )

opportunlty to score
idecisive. points ‘against

*lightning advance up the

"'valley. a large element :

“of the Russian airborne
--force had outpaced sup-
“plies and was in danger

: of bemg cut off.

Massoud reacted by

‘organising his men into
.-’small mobile units, and’
. using superior local
- knowledge to erncircle
....the Boviet troops. The - -
‘Russians made several

e costly attempts to break

‘out, but failed. Finally, -
they proposed a cease- -

fire. Massoud agreed. He

" too was 'low on supplies,
‘but having the upper

~hand, struck a hard bar
gam .

[
|

- AFGHANISTAN
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The ceasefire was °

" eventually confirmed in

- April 1983, for an initial -
.~ period of six months.
+The only Soviet presence -

_-in" the Panjshir now is
.one small base at
~ Anawa, at the mouth of
the valley. The six
“months have now

' passed, and as reither
.side has broken the =«
_-agreéement, it seems that

" it will continue.
‘Although some- of
‘Massoud's rivals, parti-

"cularly in Pakistan, -

" claim that he is co-oper-
ating ‘with the govern-

- ment, from what I saw, -

" this does not appear to
be true. In fact, the val-
ley is now being used as

-~ a major'training centre

- of Mujahideen from'all

’ over Afghamstan !

For the past four

‘years there has been

"’ talk of unity. The Muja: -
hideen (rebels) part)es ’
'~ ~.are now divided into two

“main camps, the Islamic
‘fundamentalists and the
Traditionalists who sup-
port ‘the ‘deposed king,

'/ Zahir“Shah: In reality

chere are'still over 15 se-

‘parate parties and innu- *

‘merable local lem]ers

“Iis 'this lack of uluty,f, R

‘which; more than any

other factor, has pre: "’

" verited the Mu)ahldeen

" {from’ reaching théir full” ’

‘potential. In many areas

of Afghanistan, ‘the si-'~
tuatlon is so out of hand‘

o

H

' that thé‘re’ are moréjM}Ji‘

jahideen casualties sus-
tained in internecine

fighting between the fac- -
-tions than in ‘gction -
.against the government.

The result is low morale

_and little popular sup ‘

port

The Sovlets have con-‘.‘

.solidated their position
7'in Kabul, and in their

pther bases around the’
'country. .They counter-

~attack brutally when

-thefr own bases are’

~threateried, but appear '

content to allow the Mu-
]ahldeen the run of the
‘sparse rural and mOUn-
tain areas. v, -

““The rebels confinc”
‘themselvcs chiefly to
am‘bushmg supply con- -
. voys ‘and attacklng
“minor posts in hit and -
- run raids. Thére are ex- o
i ceptlons to this.”Rebels ~ . -
" in Peshawar claim a =,
strmg of successes’
~against Soviet bases. In

the border province of\': o

Pahktia; one Afghan go-

vernment garrison has‘ "

recently fallen,  and two

others are under siege.
' Because of the largo,",

numbers needed to en-

~cir¢le ' base a' rolgh, if

-témporary, form of un’

ity springs up on’ such

occasions. But this show |

of solidarity is rare, and

until the rebels unite

they have ‘little hope of

hurting the Russians en- - - ‘

- ough to make them reth-
i ink their position. — FT
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AFGHAN FIGHTERS REPORTEDLY CAPTURE 19 SOVIETS

Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES n Eng ish’ 19 Jan 84 Pl

NEW DELHI Wed ' fghan MuJahidlns have captd’l‘ed 19 Soviet sol- -

. diers in action since the start of the New Year. Western dlplomatlc SR
‘_sources said here.” " - : : L
" The Mujahidins captured 12 Sov1ets ina major attack launched onJan

5 on the northern Afghan town of Mazar -e- Sharlf about 60 km from’'the

- “Soviet border. Cia L

% .Two days later they captured seven Soviet soldlers near Kabul where a

they had increased théir activity markedly in' recent weeks.”

mullah and a number "~

“The sources sdid the MuJahxdins allegedly killed 22 spies, mcludmg a K

“"of women, in the town 3 L

of Shewaki:

. The dlplomatq sald
B electrluty supply to Ka-

bul is at the moment at -
its worst since the Soviet .
occupation four ‘years ' -
~ago after the- MuJaludms ‘

‘destroyed one of two
Zreactors at Pul-é- -Charki
on Jan 14. :

- The Mu_]ahldm earller R

; “this month destroyed an-

“other power 'station-in’

:Mazar-c-Sharif where

j they were engaged in ac- s

-, 'tion almost every day.

_ .General Abdul Qodoz‘ S
"Rashid, commander of .

“the 18th° Afghamstan
. Division, was killed in the
+town at the end of No-
= “vember. i

..+ "The supply sxtuauon m.
«the town has worsened S

‘t(%i B L N .__J-‘

"‘desplte its proxxmxty to: /

the Sovnet border.‘the o

“e-Sharif,-along the only"
jroad leading to Kabul,

nd the Mujahidins re-
peatedly atticked con<
‘voys, especially at the:
- -northern’ exit of the Sa:
: .-’(i‘lang tunnél.”
- Few supplles from the :

fiorth have thus reached

the capital.’ G
‘Meanwhile, according to ;
Afghan’ Préss reports from -
;. .Jslamabad, a Soviet MiG -
*. ‘bomber was shot down by the
. Mujahidin in western Afgh- -~

“The MIG was’ portedly L

downed by Mujahidin' anti-: .
afrcraft fire when it flew to
“rescue’a Sowet-Afghan con-

voy under attack near Farah
town on Dec 29. — Bernama.




AFGHANISTAN

CAPTURED SOVIET SOLDIER TALKS AT NEWS CONFERENCE
Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 19 Jan 84 p 16

[Text] PESHAWAR, Wed.—~The Afghan resistance, at a rate news conference on
Thursday, presented a Soviet teenager who -said he was a soldier captured in
Kabul while buying hashish for his commanding officer.

The 18-year-old gave his name as anikolonich Akramov and said he served as a
private in the first unit of the first troop squad in Kabul.

Akramov also said he received no military training while in the Soviet Union
and was sent to Ajghanistan three days after being drafted from a cotton farm
in the southern Soviet Asian republic of Tadjikistan, bordering Afghanistan.

During the 45-minute news conference, Akramov said he was unable to provide a
detailed account of Soviet army life in Afghanistan because he said he was
captured just 13 days after arriving in the country.

Afghanistan was barred entry to many Western reporters since the December 1979
Soviet military intervention.. Soviet troops are helping the Afghan Government
battle the Mujahidin. ' o

Akramov's captors said he was taken prisomer in a "bit confrontation," but
closer questioning revealed he was seized on Jan. 5 outside a grocery store
near the Defence Ministry in Kabul while shopping for hashish.

"We were not permitted to leave the barracks after dark," said Akramov, speak-
ing through an interpreter. 'But I told my officer that I wanted to buy some
chewing tobacco (a mild narcotics known locally as niswar) and that I would
buy some hashish for him if he let me go."

Akramov said he was in uniform but unarmed when he ventured out and was jumped
by the Mujahidin.-—AP ,

Cs0: 4600/353




INDIA

REPORTAGE ON BJP NATIONAL CONVENTION IN INDORE

Vajpayee Presidential Address

Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 7 Jan 84 p 1

[Text] INDORE, January 6--THE Bharatiya Janata Party president, Mr. Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, today told his partymen to work on the assumption that a coali-
tion government would have to be formed at the Centre after the next general
election. '

In his presidential address at the inaugural session of the three-day national
convention of the BJP, Mr. Vajpayee said the Congress had lost its hold on the
southern states. West Bengal, the north-east-Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir.

He felt the Congress would "weigh in" with all its strength in the country's
heartland "in a desparate bid to retain its electoral hold." '

He believed that. likeminded opposition parties could give the ruling party a

fight, but added that the BJP appeared to have failed to make much headway in
such a direction. The response from parties other than the Lok Dal had been

luke-warm or positively cold".

Congress'Misdeeds’

Mr. Vajpayee spoke at length on the "misdeeds" of the Congress government and
its "reckless" policies that had landed the country "in a mess". He referred
to the tallow scandal, the Moily tapes episode and the alleged gun runnlng '
activities involving Dhlrendra Brahmachari.

While it was alleged that guns had been brought into the country under "a
bogus licence", it was surprising that the government failed to detect any
foreign hand in the matter. This was significant, considering that the gov-
ernment blamed either the opposition or a foreign hand for the crises in Pun-
jab and Assam and all other problems which had done considerable damage to

the country's morale.

The BJP pre31dent accused the government with having developed a ''vested in-
terest in creating a crisis atmosphere and a sense of insecurity" among the
people to enable the ruling party to assume the role of "saviour and
protector'.
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He also observed that crores of rupees had been spent on arrangements for the
ASIAD, NAM and the Commonwealth conference and said the country could not af-
ford the extravagance of renovating hotel bathrooms for foreign delegates at
a cost of Rs. 1 lakh each.

He dismissed as "bogus' a government statement that 120 million people had
benefitted from the integrated rural development project and the national
rural employment programme and said expert opinion put the figure at about
seven million people. He also alleged widespread corruption in the imple-
mentation of the programmes. ‘

Turning to international relations, the former external affairs minister said
it was regrettable that Indian diplomacy had not played any effective role in
reducing international tensions.

External Ties

Regarding India's relations with neighbouring countries, Mr. Vajpayee said

the strong ties established with them during the Janata rule had been replaced
with mistrust and co-operation replaced with conflict. External pressures on
India were bound to mount if the country did not put its own house in order.

Earlier the BJP vice-president, Mrs. Vijayeraje Scindia, stressed the need

for alliance among likeminded parties to prevent a split in the oposition vote.
She also said the Congress government gave ''protection' to extremists in Pun-
jab and infiltrators in Assam and, therefore, could not be expected to function
in the interests of the country.

The party national council later discussed the economic resolution, which
called for immediate steps to check the "waywardness" of the ruling party to
save the economy from total collapse.

It also called for a reorientation of the developmént schemes.

Among other demands listed in the resolution were the constitution of an au-
tonomous corporation to protect consumers' interests in matters of quality
control and pricing of industrial products and the extension of the public
distribution system to items such as tea, edible oils, soap and standard
cloth. ' ' ’ :

oy

PTI adds:

The BJP president said "the conduct of this government passes' comprehension.
It defies logic. The government seems to be hunted by a death-wish. - It has
lost its will, or capacity to govern." o

Mrs. Gandhi's government, Mr. Vajpayee said, continued to lurch from ome °

crisis to another, from one exposure to another. The tragedy was that it
threatened to.drag the rest of the society along with it, he added.
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Mr. Vajpayee said Mrs. Gandhi's government was rudderless. While the coun-

try's economy was :at a flash point, the ship of staté seemed to have bene

abandoned by the government, left to the tender mercies of the winds of for-
tunes, he said.

The rot in Assam after spreading all over the region has crossed the borders
to strain India's relations with Bangladesh. The government remained silent
and helpless. But even Assam was getting rapidly overshadowed by the crisis
in Punjab, Mr. Vajpayee said.

In the recent by-elections, Mr. Vajpayee said, despite triangular contests,
the Congress lost the Lok Sabha seat and three out of five assembly seats in
U.P. Clearly the people were disenchanted with the present government and
they looked forward to an alternative, he said.

On Centre-state relations, Mr. Vajpayee said his party wanted a strong Centfe
helped by strong states. But the government was committed to maintaining the
status quo, he said. T '

Costly Meets

Mr. Vajpayee said the BJP believed that Centre-state relations required polit—
ical, financial and administrative reforms.

He suggested the setting up of inter-state councils with the governor's role
clearly defined. The Centre's power to dismiss a state government should be
restrained and made subject to proper norms, he added.

A greater share 6f'plahAEXpénditure and revenue must be given to the state.
"We want real harmony between the Centre and the states,'" Mr. Vajpayee said.

The BJP wanted revised priorities permitting much greater investment for rural
development and welfare To obtain justice for rural India, the party wanted

price parity betwgeﬁ'indus;ifally:manufacpuréd goods and agricultural produce

on the basis of cost inputs, he said.

The BJP was in favour of making it a'statuto}y obligation for the government
to hold civic and panchayat elections periodically all over the country.

kgéportvon 7 JanPMe§£ing '
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Jan 84 p 1

[Article by G. V. Krishnan] .

P

[Text]"‘INDORE, Jaﬁﬁary 77;—THE'BJP’hational executive is believed to be of
the view that the party should contes abou 190 Lok Sabha seas in the next
elections, leaving 150 seats to the Lok Dal, the other constiuen of he

National Democratic Alilance,

Party sources indicated that the electoral statistics was worked out on the
basis of party exectuives' assesment of areas of BJP influence in various
states.
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The party presiednt is likely to take the isseu of seats distribution with
Mr. Charan Singh soon in view of the BJP expectation of poll in May. A plea
was made in the party executive, which held its two-day meeting earlier in
the week, by several members, partlcularly from Bihar and U.P., that the con-
stituencies in which the BJP would field its candidates should be decided
early. Party leaders do not expect any problem with the Lok Dal on this is-
sue. They are confident that differences that are likely to arise in respect
of three or four seats in Bihar will be amicably stttled.

Ties with Janata

Several members of the party executive are believed to have expressed reserva-
tions regarding alliance with the Janata Party at the national level although
the political resolution adopted at the BJP national council session today ap-
“pealed to likeminded parties to join the NDA and expressed the hope that they
would respond in a positive manner.

In regard to the BJP's continued support to the Hegde government in Karnataka,
some members wanted the party executive to fix a deadline within which the
Janata Party should take '"corrective steps" to improve its relations with the
BJP. A national executive member, Mr. G. Y. Bhandare, from Goa, suggested
March as the time limit beyond which the Janata could not expect BJP support.

The national executive, however, has mnot accepted the plea for such a dead-
line becausé BJP's support to the Karnataka government was guided by the -
party's national perspective. Besides, the BJP national leadership is not in
favour of taking any step that creates an impression among the people that
the party has been instrumental in bringing down the Janata government.

Although the BJP is unhappy with the Janata attitude, the Karnataka unit of
the BJP is understood to have sought permission from the national executive
"to hold consultations regarding electoral adJustments with the Janata Party.
Similarly, the BJP unit in Maharashtra is believed to have been authorised to
hold such consultations with Mr. Sharad Pawar of the Congress (s).

UNI adds: The situation in Punjab and Assam dominated the debate on the po-
litical resolutlon at the BJP nat10nal council meetlng. .

Several speakers blamed the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, and her gov-
ernment for the present situation in Punjab and alleged that the ruling party
had been inclined to take all decision purely from the point of politiecal and
electoral advantage.

The party's alliance with the Lok Dal was also commented upon. While the
speakers supported the NDA, more than one speaker wanted the party leadershlp
to reiterate in the resolution that the BJP would maintain its separate
indenity.

The draft resolution says that the party would make all efforts to draw up an

election strategy with other nationalist and democratlc part1es while strength-
ening its ties with the Lok Dal.
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The party vice-president, Mr. Sikandar Bakht, set the tone of the debate by:
stoutly denying the charge that the NDA was reactionary and the BJP was a

communal party.

As many as 67 amendments have been suggested, many of which wanted the leader-
ship to specify in the resolution the party's attitude towards minorities and
steps to widen the party's base in rural areas. :

An interesting amendment rame from a Goa delegate who wanted to fix February
15 as the last date for other political parties to make up their mind about

joining the NDA.

PTI adds: The resolution said that "this month, the Congress government com-
pletes four years of its second term. These four years have been particularly
barren. There is not a single real achievement which this common man's misery
has multiplied government can claim credit for the manifold~-particularly be-
cause of back-breaking inflation and the complete breakdown of law and order.

More on Resolutions
Calcutta THE‘SUNDAY>STATESMAN in English 8 Jan 84 pp 1, 7

[Text] INDORE, Jan. 7--The Central leadership of the BJP today renewed its
invitation to the Janata and its allies in the United Front for constituting a
joint front with the Lok Dal, a comnstituant of the National Democratic Alli-
ance, against the Congress (I) for the next general elections and sought their
help to contain the perceptible softening of the CPI(M) and the CPI's attltude
towards the ruling party at the Centre.

The resolution og,the_political situation, drafted by the BJP national execu-
tive for the adoption by the party's national council here, hoped that the
Janata and other democratic and natiomalist parties would respond to its invi-
tation for having the joint front.

The resolution, which was moved this morning by the party's vice—?resident,
Mr Sikander Bakht, was later adopted by the national council.

The strategy unfolded in the resolution ev1dently made it clear that there
could be positive electoral understandlng between the National Democratic
Alliance and the United Front provided the two Communist parties were kept out
of the proposed broad Opposition front.

While the resolution did not conceal BJP's hostility towards the CPI(M) and
the CPI it sought to bring home the point to the Janata and others that
divided Opposition could not hope to defeat the Congress (I) in the elections.

The resolution dreﬁ the attention of the Janata and others to the ctiticism .
made by the Congress (I) at its plenary in Calcutta of the NDA. In contrast
to this, the Congress (I)'s attack of the two Communlst parties was notably
mild. ,
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The outcome of the Calcutta plenary reflected the Congress (I)'s assessment of
the relative strength of the various Opposition combinations. The resolution
pointed out that while the CPI was divided on the question of supporting Mrs
Gandhi and her party, the CPI(M) was perceptlbly softening its attitude to the
rullng party.

The BJP's Central leadership condemned the Congress (I)'s intolerance of so me
non-Congress (I) State Governments. However, the resolution did not take any
cognizance of the open allegation made by the Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister, Mr Farooq Abdulla, that Mrs Gandhi was attempting to topple this
duly-elected Government by raising a false criticism that the law and order
had failed in the State.

This attitude of the BJP remained unexplained in view of Mr Abdulla's opposi-
tion to Mrs Gandhi and her party and his p031t1ve support to the Janata and
its allies.

The resolution said that the AICC(L) document at its Calcultta plenary session
was "most disturbing" because it justified imposition of the Emergency in
1975. The document said that the Congress (I) felt proud of its "decision to
have the Emergency which was consciously taken', the resolution said and
pointed out that the Congress (I) would not hesitate to reimpose emergency if
it faced ouster from power.

It was stated on the resolution that the Cong (I) rule at the Centre in the
past four years was 'barren'. While there was a total break-down of law and
order, corruption acquired legitimacy undermining the economy. The slogan of
the Congress (I) the "Govermment that works' proved hollow and now embarrassed
Congressmen. The speeches and resolutions at the plenary conspicuously omit-
ted any mention of the slogan. Indeed the speeches and resolutions contained
little other than demagogic diatribes against the 0ppos1t10n and sycophantic
praise for Mrs Gandhi.and Mr Rajiv Gandhi.

The resolution said that the BJP Central leadership would soon draw up a
charge-sheet against the Congress (I) on the three major counts--damage to
national unity, rampant corruption and inflation, and subversion of democracy
and democratic institutions. Lastly, the party directed its State units to
organize mass demonstratlons to highlight the "failures" of ‘the Congress (I)
at the Centre . s , = ' ‘

Conclusion, Press Conference
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Jan 84 pp' 1, 9
[Text] INDORE, January 8 (UNI)--THE Bharatiya Janata Party president, Mr.

Atal Behari Vajpayee, today called upon his partymen to be prepared to face
the general elections whether they are held early or as per schedule.

"We will strengthen the National Democratic Alliance and make all efforts to
have electoral adjustments with other like-minded democratic parties without
sacrificing any of our principles,' Mr. Vajpayee said in his conclduing
remarks to the party's national council, which ended its three-day session
here this afternoon.




The council adopted polltlcal and economic resolutlons, besides considerlng
problems being faced by the tribal community.

Amid laughter, Mr. Vajpayee said: "Only Mrs. Indlra Gandhi knows when the
elections w1ll be held but we certainly can guess"

Action Plan

He referred to newspaper reports about increase in the support price of wheat
and the possibility of holding the parllament, se531on ahead of schedule as
‘possible indicators of an early ‘election. ‘ :

Mr. Vajpayee also told the council to strengthen the party organisation by
setting a target of enrolling atleast one crore members during the year.

A seven-point action plan entitled "A Call" was issued by the council which,
besides raising the primary membershlp, has asked partymen to undertake sur—’
veys of electoral rolls to ensure they were in order, to raise funds, to sub—
mit a chargt-sheet against the Congress government at the Centre and in states
in March this year, to organise kisan sammelans, to keep a watch on the imple-
mentation of schemes 11ke IRDP MRE Pand to expose corrptlon.

Reminding delegates of the party's pledge to provide an alternative to the
Congress, Mr. Vajpayee said: '"Electoral understanding with like-minded par-
ties is necessary to dislodge Mrs. Indira Gandhi from power, whose continuance
at the helm of affairs is detrimental to tht unity and integrity of the
country and the democratic values we stand for.

"The BJP alone cannot do this. Our‘progress is encouraging but not satisfac-
tory. Therefore, we must co-operate with like-minded forces to pull the
country out of the present crisis for which Mrs. Gandhi alone is ‘responsible,"
Mr. Vajpayee added.

He, however, made it clear that no one would be allowed to raise the bogey of
dual membershlp. Neither was the BJP the political front of the Rashtriya
Swayam Sewak Sangh (RRS) nor was RS§S the cultural front of the BJP he
remarked.

Mr. Vajpayee spoke in detail about the BJP—RSS relations and admitted that a
large number of party workers were members of the RSS ‘which’ he descrlbed as a
social and cultural organlsatlon._' :

"We do not intend to interfere if any party member is active in promoting the
cause of his communlty," he said and added "I for one will not accept any
restrlctlons. v Co e ‘ s

He said the BJP was second to none to stand by the government in the event of
a national crisis. '"We did it during the Bangladesh war and we will not lab -
behind now. But we do not agree with Mrs. Gandhi when she says that there is
danger from across the border"




The delegates cheered Mr. Vajpayee when he said Pakistan would not commit the
mistake of attacking India again. But if it chose to do so, it would not sur-
vive to repeat it another time.

Mr. Vajpayee described the enhancement of the support price of wheat by ome
rupee a quintal as a "cruel joke" with the farmers. '"This might be used for
election propaganda. We believe that the farmers at least deserve between Rs.
160 to 170 a quintal. This could be done without disturbing the present issue
price of wheat," he said.

Referring to the general price rise, Mr. Vajpayee said 25 per cent increase in
the price of coal would ultimately lead to an overall price spiral.

Curbs Impress

He also accused Mrs. Gandhi and her government of trying to restrict the ‘
freedom of the press. In this regard, he cited the instance of 'a government
official being appointed chairman of the central press accredltion committee.

“Not not that everything appearing in the press is always correct, but we
believe in the freedom of the press. Partymen are free to contradict anything
that may not be c¢orrect, but they should not misbehave with newsmen;" he said.

The political resolution adopted by the council expressed the party's resolve
to maintain its separate identity while co- operatlng with other natiomalist
and democratic parties and strengthening the NDA. The resolution expressed
the hope that the other parties would respond pos1t1vely.v

The resolution on the economic situation demanded bolition of sales tax,
incorporation of right to work in the constitution and a need to regulate the
inflow of foreign money.

The eminent economist, Mr. H. S. Deshpande's detailed analysis of tribal prob-
lem highlighted the discussion on this issue in today's meeting.

The national council also approved certain amendments in the party constitu-
tion, raising the membership of executives from lower committees to the
national level.

The state units ‘have been asked to enroll more prlmary members durlng the year
ralsing the number from 39 lakhs in 1982 to one crore. The units have been
told that the membership targets for constltuencies where the party was like-
ly to contest the Lok Sabha poll should be particularly ambitious.

Referring to the atrocities committed on women, Harijans and tribals in sever-
al parts of the country, the BJP units have been asked to undertake a quick
survey of what the government had done to punish the guilty and to rehabili-
tate the victims. The situation in areas like Rannathpuram where mass conver-—
91ons of Harijans took place should also be examined, it said.
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The BJP units have also been told to immediately undertake surveys to ensure
that bogus names are eliminated from the electoral rolls and bona fide voters

are enrolled. Simultaneously, the month of February would be devoted mainly
to the collection of election funds for the party.

PTI adds: The BJP would oppose any attembt at toppling a state government, as
it was of the view that the issue should be decided by the state legislature
and not at "Raj Bhavan".

"We would oppose such attempts even if they are directed at the CPM govern-
ment', Mr. Vajpayee said in reply to a qeustion at a press conference at the
end of the national council meeting.

To questions regarding his party's approach towards distribution of seats for
Lok Sabha within the NDA and also with other parties in the event of electoral
understandings and arrangements, Mr. Vajpayee said that there should be no
difficulty in worklng out the dlstrlbutlon "provided every party desires to
work unitedly." : : ' '

The BJP president said that it was clear that in straight contests the
Congress (I) could be defeated but const1tuency~wise the positions might be
different.

He however, reiterated that there could not be any adJustment or understanding
with the Communist parties even at state levels.

Mr. Vajpayee described as "baseless and wrong" a report published in a leading
Bombay daily today giving a break-up of seats being allotted to the two part-

ners of the Natlonal Democratlc Alllance.

He said a criterion for distribution of seats would be decided after the state
units in consultation with the Mandal committees prepared lists of the party's
Lok Sabha candidates. The lists would later be scrutinised by the central -
committee for adjustments with other parties, if necessary.

In his attemp tto search the basis for a common approach, he had written to
"only those opposition leaders who had not taken a positlon publicly against
the BJP, Mr., Vajpayee said.

The meeting eéxpressed serious concern over’thé'tafdy 1mp1émentatlon'of tribal
development schemes in different parts of the country and urged the goverrment
to take immediate measures for their socio-economit emancipation.

A detalled paper on ‘the tribal problems adopted by the national council de-
manded ' revolut1onary changes in the educational system prevailing in ‘the-
tribal ‘areas to make it conducive to generatlng employment and show1ng posi—‘
tive results in a short period. '

Patna (UNI): The national conference of the Janata party, which was scheduled
to be held here from January 19 to 21, would now be held from March 1 to 4,
according to the Bihar Janata party general secretary, Mr. Vijay Krishna.

Mr. Krishna told UNI that in the meanwhile, organisational elections in all
states would be completed.
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ANDHRA PRADESH CHIEF MINISTER ON FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Jan 84 pp 1, 9
[Article by Vikram Rao]

[Text] HYDERABAD, January 8--THE Andhra Pradesh chief minister, Mr. N. T.
Rama Rao, who enters tomotrrow his second year in office, believes that a mid-
term Lok Sabha poll is imminent and it will be the opp051t10n s "finest hour".
His efforts to oust the Congress from power at the Centre through the medium
of the ballot will be redoubled in the new year.

In an exclusive interview to mark the completion of the first year of the
Telugu Desam ministry, Mr. Rama Rao dlsm1ssed as ridiculous this correspon-
dent's question whether his party would join hands with the Congress to con-
test the parliamentary election.

In a stentorian voice, that marked his stellar roles in several movies, the
actor-turned politician said: "The masses vote for us as an opposition par-
_ty. We did not win the Andhra Pradesh assembly election as an electoral ally
of Mrs. Indlra Gandhl. We are a party of oppos1t10n and We shall stay as
’such ever.'

Hopes on Tie-Up

He env1saged 1ncreas1ng collaboratlon among the Telugu Desam and other partles
opposed to the Congress. ‘

D1d he plan to return to the film world after serving this tenure in office?
"There is no going back now. Of course, I owe S0 much to the visual medla
Tt is like my mother.!" = L . R NS

What .does, Mr. Rama Rao plan as his single biggest .development programme in
the second year of his offlce? The Telugu Desam. ch1ef m1n1sterpsaldAthat he

would announce tomorrow at a mass rally, at the Lal Bahadur Shastri stadlum,
the formation of mandals replac1ng the. present panchayat sam1thls.;,_

- "The mandal system of panchayati raj will accelerate the various development
schemes,“ he asserted : :

\

.39




The opp031t10n partles, including the Congress, however, have apprehensions

about this scheme. The Congress, which controls many of the panchayat sami-
tis, believes that the mandal system is a polltlcal game to oust its repre-

sentatives from the panchayats.

"It is just like the Centre dismissing the opposition-ministries in states,”
remarked a senior Congress leader. Already, three former chief ministers,
Mr. K. Vijaya Bhaskar Reddy, Mr. T. Anjaiah and Mr. Jalagam Vengal Rao, have
warned Mr. Rama Rao against the mandal system.

Mr. Rama Rao proposes to form 1,100 mandals to replace the existing 330 sami-~
this to bring about "more effective decentralisation" of the administration,
ensuring intensive rural development. '"This will be the biggest revolutionary
change in the countryside," he claims. ' -

But what does the Telugu Desam ministry regard as its most significant
achievement in its first year of fule? "A clean administration,” shot back
NTR and hastened to improve on Mrs. Gandhi's famous pre-poll slogan of '
government that works,' by saylng that he headed a "'government that is closer
to the masses.'

His party's 15-point 'pragati padham (path to prosperlty) is a blueprint for
a new Andhra Pradesh.

Listing some of the specific gains, he pointed to the formation of a state-
level board, allocation of the 60 per cent of plan outlay, and thé raising of
the incremental resources of Rs. 150 crores now being used for development
projects.

Mr. Rama -Rao asserts that his ministry has done for women much more than any
of the prev1ous ministries in Andhra Pradesh. A separate unlver51ty has been
set up at Tirupathi for women.

Legislation is on the anvil amending the Hindu succession act, giving equal
rights for women to ancestral property. The government has also declded to
reserve 30 per cent of jobs for women in the state government. ’

His pet scheme has been the Rs. 2~a-kilo rice distribution which, despite

_ heavy odds, has been popular. The aim was primarily to make avallable r1ce
to all families with incomes below Rs. 3,600 a year. But the celllng was ‘
raised to Rs. 6,000 to qualify for the subsidised rice scheme. == '

It benefits about 10.8 million families. Distribution is done, through a
network of 31,000 fair price shops. I

Families entitled to this benefit are provided with green cards to enable
them to draw a maximum of 25 kg. of rice monthly. In the past year "about
1.6 million tonnes of rice has been distributed among the people——a record 1ni""

the state.
A major share of this was distributed in the rural areas.
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Mr. Rama Rao said: "From the word 'go", there has been no looking back for
us. We haveinitiated a number of measures to replace the discredited politi-
cal and administrative culture of the past by an honest and clean polltlcal
and administrative system."

The appointment of Mr. Justice Avula Sambasiva Rao, former chief justice of
the Andhra Pradesh High Court, as the first Lok Ayukt for the state is a step
forward. The Lok Ayukt will deal with corruption charges against ministers,
legislators, chairmen of zilla parishads and panchayat samithis, statutory
corporations, cooperative societies, heads of departments and senior officials.

Even before the Lok Ayukt was instituted from November 1, the government had ,
appointed "Dharma Maha Matra" on February 3 in place of the vigilance commis-
sion (w1th1n a month after the new government was formed).

New Culture

"The original powers of the anti-corruption bureau were restored, resulting
in its activisation. Its functioning has become really more meanlngful and
socially purposeful, the chief minister claims.

Mr. Rama Rao says: '"The new culture we intend to user in is based on economy,
austerity, efficiency and service. A number of steps have been taken in this
direction."

The public sector corporations, which have been ever multiplying during the
previous regimes to rehabilitate political refugees, have become a big drain
on the people's purse. '"We took immediate and drastic steps to regroup them
into small viable and effective corporations.

The pensions to former legislators which, in fact, was an insult to public

workers, have been abolished. As a part of economy measure, vigorous steps
have been taken to curtail expenditure on pomp and festivity in government

activity, including the tours by the ministers.

This is but a beginning of a new era of political and administrative culture.

Something more has to be done. We have to tighten our belts and the principle
of austerity has to permeate to all layers of political leadership and admin-
istrative machinery"

Describing the Telugu Ganga irrigation scheme as a historic achievement, he .
says: '"Because of under-utilisation of the river waters and other water re-
sources during the last 35 years, vast areas of the state have remained per-
ennially drought-prone." :

Telugu Ganga

The Telugu Ganga is a massivt scheme involving about Rs. 650 crores which will
not only irrigate approximately 2,70,000 hectares but also provide employment
to lakhs.




On the delicate issue of the Centre-stae relations, Mr. Rama Rao says: "It is
a pointer to our case that in spite of the state assembly's resolution, seek-
ing the abolition of the upper house, the Union government has been keeping it
pending for nearly a year.

Taking shelter under constitutional and administrative provisions to stall
popular will can never be justified as democratic. Whenever we try to assert
our right to have our due, a false alarm of "confrontation with the Centre"

is raised.

When we appeal for a reasonable evaluation of what is called Centre-state
relations, we are accused of encouraging fissiparous tendencies."

The Telugu Desam party and the government were committed, heart and head, to
the unity of India, at least to the extent to which the present Union govern-
ment was, he concluded.

CSO: 4600/1455
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MOVE TO REORGANIZE TRIPURA PANCHAYAT SYSTEM INITIATED
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 6 Jan 84 p 9

[Text] AGARTALA, Jan. 5--The Tripura Government has already initiated the
move to reorganize the State's panchayat system before the ensuing elections
to the panchayat units, which is likely to be held in March.

To provide the State with its Panchayat Act the "Tripura Panchayat Bill 1983"
was passed by the State Assembly on December 26. The process of reorganiza-
tion through a fresh demarcation of the panchayat areas will be made after the
Bill receives the Governor's assent. The United Province Panchayat Raj Act
1947 was earlier adopted in Tripura in May 1959 with certain modificationms.

The Bill, which has envisaged the constitution of gaon panchayats as corporate
bodies, provision for election of the pradhan and upam pradhan of each gaon
panchayats by elected members and lowering the voting age from 21 years to 18
years on the qualifying date was vehemently opposed by the main Opposition
parties, the Congress (I) and the Tripura Upajati Juba Samity.

The provision for election of a panchayat pradhan by the members elected to
gaon panchayats is a modification of the existing system in which the pradhan
is directly elected.

The Bill has sought to give more administrative and financial powers to the
panchayat institutions so that they can have a regular flow of finance from
the autonomous district council in the tribal areas, banks and other finan-
cial institutions, besides the State Government.

The State Congress (I) president as well as the leader of Opposition in the
State Assembly, Mr Ashok Bhattacharjee, has alleged that the proposal for re-
ducing the voting age is nothing but a "sinister move' to rig the election.
"Thousands of boys between 11 and 17 years were found casting their votes in
the civic elections here on July 3 last year to tilt the balance in favour of
the CPI(M)"

Mr Shyamacharan Tripura, Tripura Upajati Juba Samity leader, felt that the new
Panchayat Act would be a political instrument in the hands of CPI(M) to defeat
the Opposition "in a Marxist style of democracy".
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The State Minister for Panchayats, Mr Dinesh Devbarma, said here that the
number of gaon sabhas would be increased to 700 from 689 at present, following
fresh demarcation of the panchayat areas. He said that the ruling CPI(M) was
already prepared to contest the panchayat election any time.

The State Assembly in its last session also passed the "Tripura State Rifles
Bill 1983" to raise a special armed police battalion to curb tribal insurgency
and trans-border crimes

According to the Chief Minister, Mr Nripen Chakrabarti, who is also in charge
of the Home portfolio, the existing strength of the State's two armed pollce
battalions is inadequate to deal with tribal extremists., -
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CORRESPONDENT REPORTS ON SITUATION IN KASHMIR
Galcutta THE STATESMAN in English 6-8 Jan 84
[6 Jan 84 p 9]

[Article by M. L.‘Kotru]

[Text] SRINAGAR, Jan. 5--Truth acquires fictiomal dimensions when it comes to
Kashmir. For instance, you might have just spoken to the Jammu provincial
Congress leader when someone comes along to say Mangat Ramji is hurt, or al-
ternatively, it could be that 500 Congressmen have courted arrest in Pulwama
in Kashmir and the truth may be that somewhere between 10 and 150 have staged
a dharna and have been dispersed. It could also be the Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernment denying that the police had entered the Congress (I) office in Anant-
nag which it did and which it admits under persuasion.

An extensive tour of the State, stretched over 10 days, at once brings out the
tragedy and the joy of being in Jammu and Kashmir. Of joy first. Here you
have even for December the glorious sunshine in Srinagar-—an ideal attraction
for holiday-makers wishing to make it to the snowy peaks of Gulmarg for ski-
ing. And yet you find the hotels less than half full. The prospective
tourists, scared as before during the summer by the fear of a non-existent
political instability.

Of tragedy: it centres mainly round the suspicions which continue to be
deeply nurtured--35 years after the State's accession to the Union. It is
these suspicions which more than anything else contribute--at least psycholog-
ically, if not in practice--to the prevalance of the fear of anti-national
elements. »

Anti-National Elements

Who are the anti-national elements? You would not have to hire a Sherlock
Holmes to locate them. For they are there for all to see. They come in the
form and shape of the People's League, the Liberation League, the ambivalent
Jamaat-e-Islami, which, on the one hand, swears by the Comstitution when it
does not suit its immediate ends. There are fence-sitters like Maulvi
Farouk's Awami Action Committee, currently riven with dissensions who are

~ willing to play every conceivable tune as long as it assures of some, even

65




very minimal, political leverage. Thus, these days Maulvi Farouk is dancing
to the tune of Mr Farooq Abdullah. :

It is not as if the Congressmen in their individual capacities would be loathe
to hobnob with such groups if it meant political gain, however illusory. It
does not, therefore, come as a surprise if many members of some of the know
anti-national factions have infiltrated into the Congress ranks to take
advantage of the situation of flux which the partymen in the State and at the
Centre are trying to create. There is the case of one Mr B. A. Tota, who at
one time headed the Youth Federation of Mr G. M. Shah, son-in-law of Sheikh
Abhullah, who is now--along with the Congress-—the arch rival of the Chief
Minister. .

The federation re-incarnated itself briefly as the Youth National Conference.
Now, the same Mr Tota is, according to a senior police official, the king-pin
of the pro-Pakistan Youth League, and the People's Conference of Mr Lone con-
tinues to make vitriolic outbursts against the State, the Centre and anyone
else within firing range.

Against this backdrop of a miniscule, though vocal and influential pro-Paki-
stani pockets, one would have expected the National Conference and the Con-
gress (I) to forget their narrow political objectives and work for strengthen-
ing the secular, democratic forces. That would have been the natural thing to
expect of the two parties so avowedly dedicated to the State's wellbeing. Yet
rarely has there been as much bitterness as marks the attitude of the two to
each other today. The National Conference, being in power, naturally has to
bear the brunt of the attack which it sometimes does with grace and at other
times without it. The Congress (I), on the other hand, has adopted a one-
point programme: "Farooq Abdullah hatao".

In consequence, the maintenance of secular and democratic values appears to
have become the first victim. Mr Abdullah knows that in order to retain his
hold on the State, he must at no cost lose his grip over the predominantly
Muslim valley and this he is doing with fervour. He takes every opportunity
of visiting Kashmir and its remotest districts carrying with him some of his
father's charisma and the undoubted advantage of having his mother--Madre-e-
Meharban (the kind mother)--always by his side. It is during such gatherings
that the Chief Minister, barely a year and more in office, betrays some of his
youthfulness and its attendant disadvantages. For, it is here that he is car-
ried away by his own rhetoric and says things which he perhaps would not say. -

However, he, like his father, has been retaining his basically secular creden-
tials even when he has sometimes sounded very emotional. Also, he has been
sparing no effort at wooing the Jammu electorate, which largely, had gone with
the Congress.

This last development is partially responsible for the kind of communal divi-
sion that has come into existence between Jammu and Kashmir. The Congress
(1), having wiped out the Bharatiya Janata Party in Jammu, has come to be
associated in that part of the State with the aspirations of the Hindus. And
the party has no means to fulfil these. Hence, the need in that part of the
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State as well is for confrontation with the State Government. It is no coin-
cidence that the Congress (I) is trying to beat Mr Farooq Abdullah with his
own stick by encouraging his estranged mother-in-law, Mr G. M. Shah, and sis-
ter Begum Khalida Shah to spearhead dissensions and defections from the Na-
tional Conference. Of that later. For the moment, the Chief Minister seems
to be sitting pretty. With the Congress boycotting the recent election to the
Legislative Council, Farooq's nominee had a cake-walk as it were. And what's
more against his party's strength of 48 in Assembly, his nominee picked up an
extra vote. The presumption is that the Congress-backed MLA from Kashmir
voted with the ruling party. ‘ :

[7 Jan 84 p 7]
[Article by M. L. Kotru]

[Text] SRINAGAR, Jan. 6--The recent happenings in this sensitive border State
are not half as bad as they may appear from distant Delhi or Calcutta. The
days in the summer and winter capitals of the State continue to be unseason-
ably warm and this may well be one of the factors which occasionally prompts
political adversaries to flex their muscles in the city streets or district
headquarters, more in search of headlines than political results. The politi-
cal upheavals, well-rochestrated stories about which one hears so much, are
for the most part non-existent. S '

There are no doubt incidents involving small groups of Congress (I) men and
the police, but they are no different from the "dharnas", demonstrations and
"gheraos" resorted to by political parties in other parts of the country.

Cong. (I)'Policy

The Congress (I), for obvious reasons, has decided on a praticular course of
action. After years of relative slumber in the State, the party in June last
year (thanks to its magnificent showing in Jammu) got a sizeable share of
seats in the State Assembly. And fired by ambition and talks of "dissensioms"
in the ruling National Conference, mostly exaggerated, it wishes to unnerve an
administration headed by a comparative new-comer to politics, Mr Farooq
Abdullah. : o

The Chief Minister's amateurishness helps the Congress (I). Unwittingly, he
sometimes lands himself in the well-set trap for him. That he was so far
managed to extricate himself out of such awkward situations, is as much due to
the inherent strength of his party, particularly in the Valley as to the pres-
ence by his side of his mother, Begum Abdullah. S .

Then there is the reality of shortages of essential commodities, a normal true
feature of Kashmiri winter. Kerosene, for instance, is in short supply,
firewood not readily available, rations in short supply. This could perhaps
be attributed to the geography of the place. But coupled with it is the Chief
Minister's impetuosity which helps the Congress (I). And the Congress (I) has
resorted to the time-honoured technique of testing the strength of an adminis-
tration by mounting pressure. At one level, efforts are on to create :
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defections within the ruling party in the name of the Chief Minister's
brother-in-law, and at another, a number of demonmstrations are being staged in

the twin capitals and at district headquarters.

However, to say that there is a popular upsurge against the present adminis-
tration, would on the face of it be an untruth. What could be said is that
the Congress (I), particularly in Jammu, where it has a credible leadership
and strong pockets of support, the agitationists are very assertive and often
succeed in unnerving those charged with the responsibility of maintaining law
and order. The incident in Bishna was no more and no less a symbol of these

tactics.

Confrontation

It is in Jammu that one seses some semblance of a confrontation between the
workers of the two parties although both in the Valley and in Jammu Mr
Abdullah has forbidden his men from taking over from the police. He has de-
cided to treat every demonstration as concerning law and order. And, as in
most such cases, those arrested are released the same day. This is the claim
the Chief Minister and his administration make. - 4

At other places, partcularly in the Valley, the Congress (I) openly charges
the Chief Minister and his administration with having embarked on a campaign
of vendetta. They allege that personal scores are being settled in the name
of maintaining law and order. The example is cited of an engineer, the son of
a former MLA, Mir Lasjan, who has allegedly been involved in a "patently"
false case. One had seen the same young man playing the healer's role during
the hectic poll campaign in June when he was his father's chief polling agent.
The son, whose suspension from service, is also attributed to political
antagonism, is now facing a trial in Badgam. The police on the other hand
blame him and others for having incited acts of violence and arson.

Stray Incidents

But, essentially the incidents in the Valley are sporadic and do not involve
the masses. An exception is the incident in Anantnag where, according to the
Congress (I) leaders, the police acted "as an arm of the Government', and ran-
sacked the district party office. The police claim that they did actually in-
tervene that day but that was because the Congress (I) workers had allegedly
tried to "strangulate" the Assistant Commissioner and "set fire'" to the Deputy

Commissioner's office.

They also claim to have entered the District Pradesh Congress (1) office but
only after the partymen had illegally installed a public address system there,
in violation of law, and urged the people to hit back at the police.

Most of the demonstrators had, in this case, come from the Bijebhara town,
five miles away on the National Highway, and considered to be a Congress (I
citadel by the National Conference itself. A Congress (I) activist from
Bijebhara, who had suffered a broken nose and a swollen left hand, testified
to the Anantnag incident. According to him, Bijebhara town was 80% Congress
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(I)=-curiously, the Pradesh Congress chief, Mr Mufti Syed, had lost in two
constituencies from this area--and it was being discriminated against. He
admitted that in desperation they had blocked the National Highway a number of
times which, the police argue, is a highly objectionable thing to do. ‘

Mr Abdul Azia Turi, the Nominated National Conference chairman of the Notified
Area Committee, agrees that there are shortages but says these are common to
all areas. He says the activities of the Congress(I) workers in the town have
made the people of the entire region despised in the valley.

According to the police, only seven persons were detained in Anantnag and have
been charged under various sections of the Criminal Procedure Code. In Bad-
gam, 23 had been detained on similar charges, in Bandipura another 23 and in
Pulwama and Shopian 26 were arrested. :

The others had been picked up and released the same day. As the Chief Minis-
ter put it: ''What do you expect us to do Garland the people to try to kill
magistrates, burn public property and intimidate my workers whom I have for-
bidden to retaliated? What do you expect me to do when the leader of a Shia
faction (he names the leader of the Congress Legislature Party, Maulvi Iftik-
har Ansari), orders his men to put up roadblocks in Magam--on the Gulmarg Road
--to prevent Sunni Muslims from joining Friday prayers at Hazraihai following
Id-e-Milad "In Kumpwara?" He said two policemen had nearly been killed by the
time police reinforcements arrived. At Magam, 16 policemen were 1n3ured when
they were removing the roadblocks, says a senior police official.

Denial

The Congress (I) leaders deny that they have tried to destroy public property
or intimidate anyone. According to them, the administration, particularly the
police administration, is working together with the National Conference, which
the police deny. To quote a senior police official: "We have worked under
some of the Congress (I) leaders who are now in oppositlon. Do you think it
is in our culture to raise our hand against them?" o ’

Meanwhile, the State Government has successfully moved the High Court to con-
duct the preliminary trials of those held on alleged criminal charges in the
central and district jails and not in the courts. It may be that the adminis-
tration fears further trouble if the trials are held in the regular courts.

[8 Jan 84 p 7]
[Article by M. L. Kotru]

[Text] JAMMU, Jan. 7--The State Congress (I), it appears, is keen on getting
rid of the present National Conference Government, but, it knows that nothing
can be done unless the Centre is convinced that now is the time to strike.
For their part, the State Congress (I) leaders are trying their best to make
the situation "fluid". The countless "dharnas" at various district headquar-
ters are one link in the chain. The other, and by far the more dangerous, is
the charge that the National Conference, more precisely, Mr Farooq Abdullah,
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is encouraging communal elements. Mr Abdullah's alliance with Maulvi Farouk
of the Awami Action Committee, the raising of anti-India slogans during the
one-day Crcket International between the Indians and the West Indies and the
"suppression'" of secular and democratic forces are cited as evidence of the
latter.

Abdullah's Stand

Mr Abdullah, for his part, is convinced that, after the breakdown of talks be-
tween him and the Congress (I), just prior to the June elections last year,
the party has never been reconciled to his being the Chief Minister. He says
he has proclaimed on numerous occasions that he was born an Indian and would
die an Indian and that the State's links with the Union were unbreakable. He
says a situation is being created to project anyone opposed to the Congress
(1) as an enemy of the nation.

He is suprised that his hosting of an Opposition conclave is being misinter-
preted as an act of "treason" when it should have been welcomed as an act of
bravery, for here was the National Conference for the first time bringing
itself into the mainstream of national politics. He rejects the charge that
he becomes communal just because he has a minor adjustment with Maulvi Farouk.
The Awami Action Committee Chief, he asserts has nothing to do with the
policies of his Government or the programmes of the National Conference

As for the cricket incident, he says he has deplored it in strongest terms.

He denies that Pakistani flags were displayed at the one-day match He thinks
his accusers do not know the difference between the Pakistani flag and that of
the Jamaat-e-Islami "I have since then come down heavily on the Jamaat and all
other factions with anti-national leanings' he says.

Movement

)

But these at best are debating points. The fact is that the Congress (I)
leadership in the State has started a very vocal--which is not to be mistaken
for popular--movement against Mr Abdullah. The Chief Minister, however, has
asked his men to stay away from the field of action and to leave the police
alone to deal with what he consideres to be a lw and order problem. It seems
a number of "disgruntled Congressmen' are wishing to create a situation which
will give the Centre an opportunity to intervene.

What form could that intervention take? Mr Managar Ram Sharma, a senior party
leader from Jammu, says that his party is not being allowed to function as it
would like to; that his party's democratic rights are being usurped. He
alleges that the administration is acting in an extremely high-handed manner.
But unlike the leaders from the Valley, he says it is not as if those who
voted for a winning Congress candidate in a particular constituency are har-
assing the losing National Conference supporters or conversely that the win-
ning National Conference supporters are harassing Congress (I) men; it is just
that the administration is acting in an arbitrary manner. With a strength of
26 members in a 76-member Assembly, he does not expect the Congress (I) to
form an alternative government in the State and he even agrees that Congress
(I) rule may not be the most advisable thing to have.
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What Mr Sharma does not explain is that, apart from the certain unpopularity
of the move in the Valley, the imposition of President's rule in the State
would automatically lead to the dissolution of the State Assembly. Unlike in
the case of say a State like Assam or Haryana the Jammu and Kashmir Constitu-
tion has no provision for suspended animation of an Assembly. 1In other words,
the President's rule must be followed by fresh elections to the Assembly which
the Congress (I) could ill afford in an emotionally charged atmosphere in the
wake of the dissolution of a popularly elected Assembly with a Government
still enjoying majority in the dissolved House

Alternative

What alternative is left open to the Centre or the Congress leadership in the
State? Ideally at least, in the view of some Congress (I) men from the Valley,
it would be better to have a party Government of its own in the State.  But
there are the unstated rivalries within the Kashmir provincial party unit with
Maulvi Iftikhar Anaept Ansari, the leader of the Congress (I) Legislature Par-
ty, believing that if a party Government is to be formed, he alone could be
the Chief Minister. For one thing, as some of his supporters say, he is the
leader of the legislature party and for another he has the "solid" backing of
more than 500,000 Shia Muslims unlike the Pradesh Congress president, Mufti
Mohammad Syed who, it is said, had lost from both constituencies in his home
district of Bijebhara. But the Mufti's supporters believe that his sacrifice
and the "steadfastness" with which he has stood by the party all these years
make him a clear favourite. Mr Mangat Ram Sharma, who is the most senior of
the two, could well stake a claim for himself but he is too self-effacing and
he says that while Maulvi Iftikhar is undoubtedly the leader of the legisla-
ture party, Murfi Syed has wide acceptance among the Congress (I) supporters.

Reality

Having said this, the reality--and seen as such by the Congress (I) men them-
selves~~is that the party cannot hope to form a Government of its own. It
must depend on the prospect of defections from the National Conference. And
it is here that Mr G. M. Shah, Sheikh Abdullah's son-in-law, comes in. Mr
Shah, at one time, had the National Conference firmly under his control. He
inspired awe among the party rank and file. But that was during the Sheikh's
life time. To be exact almost a year before the Sheikh's death.

Shah's Decline

His decline began when the Sheikh installed his son as the party president.
The Sheikh went a step further and exhorted his supporters to accept Mr Fa-
rooq Abdullah as his political successor and future leader Not many gave Mr
Abdullah a chance against the more experienced Shah as the Sheikh's health
began to decline. But Mr Abdullah with the help of some of his friends--one
of them Mr D D Thakur, now in the opposite camp--slowly established his grip
over the party machine until a time came when Mr Shah and others found them-
selves out of the party Mr Shah has naturally never forgiven his brother-in-
law for the "insult". And the Congress (I) men have since been wooing him,
step by step. A stage has now been reached when they see him as their man
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the stick to beat Mr Farooq Abdullah with. Mr Shah's wife, Khalida, has also
joined the fray with her husband and this, according to the Congress (I) men
is an extra bonus point. Together, these two, they believe, will be in a
position to deliver the goods. But that is on paper only At least just now
it seems so.

Defections

Mr G. M. Shah has not so far been able to wean away even one of the 48 MLAs
of Mr Abdullah. There was a talk at one time that six MLAs, including a Min-
ister, might defect from the National Conference and join Mr Shah, but this
has not materialized. And for Mr Shah to be of any use to the Congress (D),
he must get at least 12 MLAs to cause the downfall of Mr Farooq Abdullah and
to have himself installed in office with the support of the Congress (I). Mr
G. M. Shah has been flying between Srinagar and Jammu, Jammu and Delhi fran-
tically over the past few weeks and on the basis of Mr Shah's calculations,
many Congress (I) men have from time to time been giving out some kind of a
time-frame within which the Farooq Government would fall. The dates had to
be altered from time to time but both Mr Shah and the Congress (I) men seem
quite certain that defections will be there. ‘

Mr Abdullah does not think that there will be any defections nmow or in the
near future. He says Mr Shah's challenge to him at the party level had
floundered badly. His threats to hold the meeting of the general council
evoked poor response. He does not attach much importance to the presence of
his sister Khalida, in Mr Shah's camp. "I have my people and by God's grace,
I have my trump card, the biggest gun that Kashmir has, my mother", Mr Ab-
dullah says. His supporters say that any National Conference MLA who defects
will find himself ostracized in the valley. 'Not because he has defected,
but because he has betrayed the oath he took at .the grave'bf Sher-e-Kashmir".

The Congress (I) leaders, however, are still hopeful that Mr Shah will be
able to take away some of Mr Abdullah's men. They name six possible defec-
tors. "And then nobody can accuse us of having toppled the Government. If
the Shah tomorrow comes with 12 MLAs and says he is the National Conference,
we will offer him our support just as we did to Sheikh Abdullah in 1975. For
us and for the rest of the country, he will then be the National Conference
and we would not be the topplers but only those interested in ensuring sta-
bility in the State", one of the senior Congress (I) leaders in Jammu said.

csO: 4600/1455 o ' ' B
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INDIA

RAJIV REMARKS AT‘BUSINESSMEN'S‘MEET REPORTED
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 7 Jan 84 p 9

[Excerpt] NEW DELHI, January 6--MR. Rajiv Gandhi, M.P. and general secretary
of the AICC, said today tliat controls were necessary in a mixed economy but
they should be such as to cause less corruption and the 1east harassment to
the people. '

Inaugurating an all-India businessmens' convention organised by the Federation
of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Mr. Gandhl sald the government
had attempted to relax controls from time to time but this had often led to
misuse.

He therefore advised the business community to devise a system of self-regula-
tion so that the government did not have to take recourse to controls.

Mr. Gandhi expressed his sympathy with the main demands of the trading commun-
ity such as the ‘abolition of octroi and replacement of sales tax with addi-
tional excise duty. -

Excise Duty -

However, he pointed out that additional excise duty had to be levied in all
the states and West Bengal and Tam11 Nadu could not say that they would not
accept 1t.'

He said the Congress had listed 40 items on which sales tax could be removed
but there were difficulties in accepting the proposal. In the case of wheat
and cereals, for instance, Punjab and Haryana had expressed their uneasiness
about removing sales tax because their main revenue came from it.

Referring to the huge amounts of black money in the country, Mr. Gandhi asked
the business community to cooperate with the government in controlling it.

Making a dig at the bureaucracy, he said it often sat tight on good proposals
causing delay in their acceptance and implementation.

CSO: 4600/1454
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PLANS TO PROTECT EMIGRANT WORKERS DESCRIBED

Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Jan 84 p 1
[Article by S. Dharmarajan]

[Text] NEW DELHI, January 8--APPOINTMENT of labour attaches in Indian mis-
sions in countries with sizable numbers of emigrants and evation of a welfare
fund for those who return are under study as a follow-up to the new law aimed
at ending malpractices of those engaged in manpower export. '

The newly appointed protector-general of emigrants under the law, Mr. Ashok
Tandon, who has [n]ixed January 30 as the last date of registration by the
recruiting agents, feels that the rules are sufficiently stringent to deter
anyone from cheating unsuspecting job-seekers.

An estimated 250,000 skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled workers secured em-
ployment in West Asian countries last year in spite of the o0il slump. Mr.

Tandon expects a similar labour outflow this year though the demand from in-
dividual countries might vary depending on the type of development activity.

Since the supreme court judgement five years ago, which obviated the need for
licensing, a lot of recruiting agencies have mushroomed. Estimates place
them between 2,500-3000. The precise figure could not be ascertained because
till last year there was no system of compulsory registration.

Registration Needed

"Now under the law, a recruiting agent will have to register with the labour
ministry by providing, apart from an application fee and an affidavit before
a magistrate on financial standing, a bank guarantee of a minimum of Rs, 1
lakh for hiring 100 workers. This is progressively raised to Rs. 5 lakhs for
recruitment of 1,000 people and above. : ' . C

The law which applies to skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled labour further
stipulates that they cannot charge more than Rs. 1,750 from anyone for secur-
ing a job. This payment will be against a formal receipt. »

There are separate rules for direct recruitment by employers. In their case,

the permit would be valid for six months, where as the registered agent could
carry on business for three years after fulfilling the formalities.
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The need for the new law stemmed from a spate of complaints received by the
government. But the num-er of victims of fraud could not be known because
many prefer not to pursue their case.

Nonetheless, in the first half of 1983, 105 complaints had been received.
Each complaint releated to a large number of victims.

Most of these complaints did not provide all the data required for satisfac-
tory investigation. The complaints pertained to extortion, contract substi-
tution, non-payment of wages, premature termination of contracts, unsatisfac-
tory living and working conditions, non-payment of compensation and neglect
even in case of death and disability.

The new laws and rules framed under it have taken care of all these types of
complaints. These could not be met by bilateral agreements, as the labour
laws of the contracting countries are so desparate that reaching consensus
on operative provisions will not be normally feasible. :

Labour-importing countries generally would prefer to adopt an open-market
policy. Bilateral agreements can be worked out on government-to-government
basis, but this will be covering only limited sectors of the economy, there-
by restricting the free flow of emigrants. Till the enactment of the Emi-
gration Act there was no satisfactory framework within which any agreement
could be contemplated. '

Offenders under the new law can be punished with imprisonment of upto two
years and a fine of Rs. 2,000. All offences are cognizable. The agent's
security will be forfeited. They will also be debarred from continuing their
business. The holder of the recruitment certificate will in no event employ
sub-agents.

The certificate holder will further maintain a register of receipts of char-
ges levied from emigrants, records of pre-paid ticket advices, bio-data of
each emigrant, copies of employment contracts as authenticated by the protec-
tor of emigrants and original correspondence with the employer.

Further, the certificate holder will have to furnish a monthly return to the
protector of emigrants on the number of people deployed abroad, charges re-
covered from emigrants, number of persons repatriated by the employer, visas
received and utilised and fees received from employers in foreign exchange.

Since quite a large numbers of job aspirants may not be fully aware of the
provisions of the law, Mr. Tandon says the government proposes to make greater
use of radio and Doordarshan to publicise the provisions. Further, a brochure
containing the do's and dont's for the emigrants has been published in region- -
al languages and sent to the state government for wider publicity. A news
feature has been prepared by the films division describing the emigration pro-
cedure; a counter to help compainants has been opened in the ministry of
labour in Delhi.
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A proposal is afoot to strengthen the Indian missions abroad by appointing
labour attaches in countries where there are more than 100,000 emigrants.

Four state governments namely, Maharashtra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Orissa

have set-up corporations to handle the export of manpower. These corporations
are expected to compete with the private recruiting agencies in the open mar-
ket. 1In addition, some state governments like Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat and Delhi administration are contemplating setting up similar agencies.

Welfare Fund

In respect of unskilled workers, particularly those employed in construction
activity, who are repatriated, among other suitable resettlement schemes, a
proposal is under study by the labour ministry to set-up a welfare fund for
the repatriates, which could be raised from a special fee charged on those
who go out for employment.

While the law is primarily concerned with recruiting agencies, it also takes
care of those directly recruited by a foreign employer. Person who has been
recruited by a foreign employer will be required to deposit one-way return
fare, calculated from the place of employment to the place of origin, on the
basis of the International Air Transport Association fare structure, as
security.

In any event no Indian citizen (unless exempted) can leave the country for
taking up work abroad without obtaining a certificate of emigration clearance.

The precise number of Indian workers now employed in West Asian countries is
not known. According to computations by the missions abroad, the maximum

number (2.5 lakhs) is in the United Arab Emirates, followed by Kuwait (1.15
lakhs), and Oman and Saudi Arabia (1 lakh each).

CSO: 4600/1455
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- INDIA

COAL PRICE RISE OF 25 PERCENT IN EFFECT
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Jan 84 p 1

[Text] NEW DELHI, January 7--COAL consumers such as industry, power plants
and the railways will have to pay Rs. 500 crores more in a full year as a re-
sult of the increased prices that came into effect from tomorrow.

But even this increase will not be able to wipe out the huge losses of Coal
India which has to pay a higher wage bill and meet increased cost of produc-
tion. The coal industry will get an additional Rs. 125 crores in the remain-
ing three months of the current financial year.

The revision in coal prices follows a report by the butreau of industrial costs
and prices in July 1983. The government took some time to take this unpalata-
ble but necessary decision in the face of inflationatry pressures. -

The averége price of coal will go up from Rs. 145.90‘per tornine to Rs. 183 per
tonne (about 25 per cent) in the case of Coal India Limited and from Rs.
154-75 to Rs. 192 per tonne in the case of Singareni collieries.

The price of soft coke, used as domestic fuel, has been kept at the existing
level of Rs. 175 per tonne, about Rs, 120 below the cost price of manufactur-
ing the fuel. ‘ :

Hike in Inputs Cost

stantial increase in the cost of inputs like stores and power, according to an
official spokesman. The recent wage agreement with retrospective effect from
January 1, 1983, alone would cost the companies about Rs. 200 crores per
annum.

Coal prices ere last revised in May 1982. Since then, there has been sub-

According to the spokesman, the public sector coal companies would incur sub-
stantial losses if the prices were not raised. The cost of production was ex~
pected to go up further during 1984-85.

The new grade-wise price structure also provides for a premium of Rs. 25 per
tonne for high quality coals of specified colleries in the Raniganj (West Ben-
gal) and Korea-Rewa (M.P.) coalfields which have special burning
characteristics.
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As for the burden on the main consumers, the steel industry will have to pay
Rs. 87.2 crores more, the cement industry Rs. 36.76 crores and the railway
will have to pay Rs. 65 crores.

UNI adds: The coal department secretary, Mr. S. B. Lal, told newsmen the
revised prices would remain in force until March 31, 1985.

Another feature of the new price structure is that the prices of the lowest
two grades of coking coal have been kept more or less at the earlier level to
provide an incentive to the companies to improve the quality of coking coal.

Power Sector

Referring to the various other recommendations of the BICP relationg to bene-
ficiation and gradation of coal and levy of surcharge on coal prices to create
a development fund, he said, these would be examined by a committee of secre-

taries and decisions would be taken soon.,

Percentagewise the increases would'beil.86 per cent for the railways, 3.5 per
cent for steel and 4.39 per cent for the cement industry.

For the power sector, though the exact figure was not available, it is esti-
mated that it would mean an additional expenditure-of 1.5 to 1.7 per cent.

Mr. Lal said the government was aware that the price hike would affect a large
setcion of the consumers. Still it had been done to make the coal sector via-
ble and induce additional investments to realise the planned increases in coal
targets. Still part of the increase in the operational cost of the coal sec-
tor would be met by subsidises to keep the inflationary spiral under check, he
added.

Mr. Lal said the department had sought an average price of Rs. 210 per tonne
to cover the increased costs fully and give adequate return on the capital.
As it was, the government had allowed no return on capital and turned down
certain expenditure and asked for greater efficiency. .Coal India would end
the year in a loss, despite the price increases, he said. '

He was hopeful of reaching the current year's target of 123 million tonnes for
Coal India, 15 million tonnes for Singareni and 4 million tonnes for miscel-
laneous coalfields.
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COMMISSION ON WOMEN: CHAIRWOMAN TAKES CHARGE

Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 19 Jan 84 p 3

[Text]

€S0:

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 18: Begum Zari
Sarfraz has assumed the charge as
Chairman of the ‘Pakistan Commis-
gion on the Status of Women with
its headquarters at Islamabad, She
has been given status of the Mini-
ster of State. .

The commission, will undertake
an indepth study on the role, rights
and obligations of women and will
suggest ways and means to remove
difficulties, if any, in order to
ensure *fu]] participation of women
in all spheres of national life in

accordance with the tenets of

Islam,

The Commission would be an
advisory body and would process
its recommendations, proposals and
findings to the President through
the Women'’s Division,

The Commission will consist of
the following twelve other female
members namely Bﬁ:m M. Salim
Khan from NWFP; Mrs. D.J. Kai-
kobad' and Begum Saida Qazi Isa
from Baluchistan; Khanum Gauhar
Ajjaz, Mrs. Mumtaz Rashdi and
Begum Anwar G. Ahmad from Sind

Dr. (Miss) Riffat Rashid, Mrs Mum-

taz Kremet, Dr. Bilqis Fatima and
Mrs Nisar Fatima from Punjab; Mrs.
Anis Mirza from Federal Area and 2
nominee of the Majlis-e-Shoora,
Begum Razia Azizuddin, - .

Three male members of the
Commission are Khalid Ishaque,
Prof, Karar Hussain and Dr, Z A

Hashmi while Secretary to the

Commission would be a nominee of
:ihe Secretary of the Women’s Divi.
on. - o -

Secretaries of the four minis-

w and Par
Tain: Religions A e iamentary
4600/329

ity  Affais, Health, Special

Education and Social Welfare; and
Education would be Ex-Officio
Members of the Commission.

The first 2-day meeting of the
Pakistan Commission on the Status
of Women will Commence at P
Block Auditorium, Istamabad on
January 26 at 10.30 am. -PR
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PAKTSTAN

PHOTOGRAPHS - OF WOMEN ON IDENTITY CARDS OPPOSED

Karachi JANG in Urdu 13 Jan 84 Magazine p 1

lzfticle by Abqg_Mariaﬁ in column "Point of View": a"Photogféphs of Women on
Identity Cards''/ S

/Text/ A few days ago, President Zia stressed the importance of voting and said
that women should vote as well but that women who cast. their votes would have

to attach photographs of themselves to their identity cards in order to check
voting fraud. President Zia is quite justified in saying that steps should be
taken to stop fraud in elections. The way women voted made fraud possible
because women were exempted from attaching photos to their identity cards, and
candidates sent women with borrowed identity cards to vote for them. Attaching
photographs to these cards would reduce this kind of fraud, but it would pose a
problem that arose before when the system of identity cards was introduced.

At that time, women were exempted from the requirement of including photographs
on identity cards because of demands by the ulema /theologians or religious _
scholars/. Eighty percent of the women in Pakistan observe purdah /the veil/
and it is difficult for them to set their purdah aside and have their photographs
taken to be attached to their identity cards.

No one denies that the observance of purdah by women is a fundamental tenet of
Islam, which specifies that women should not uncover themselves unnecessarily,
and this injunction includes the face. Women have been excused from participating
in communal prayers so as not to violate their purdah. It is not known what
report formed the basis of President Zia's decision to require photographs on
identity cards held by women. Mr President, certain elements in this country
have been trying for years to make women as free and unveiled as those in
Western countries. The greatest obstacle to this have been Islamic precepts;
hence, efforts are made to pass laws under cover of which it would be possible
to move the people away from Islam. There are numerous examples of laws having
been passed that clearly contravene Islamic laws; but such contravention has
always been excused on the basis that there was no other alternative.

There is much talk of women's rights but under cover of these rights women are
being led toward renouncing the veil. When women were permitted to take part in
sports, it was specified that male spectators would not be allowed and that
these sports would not be put on display. Unfortunately, none of these stipula-
tions has been observed. Women's sports are played in front of men, covered by
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newspaperskand shown on television programs watched by hundreds of thousands
of viewers. Women's sports conferences are held separately, but photographs of
these conferences are published in newspapers and shown on television.

The present regulation concerning women's identity cards is the last link in
the chain. There are women in this country who have not gone to Haj for the
sole reason that they would have to be photographed. They preferred not to
perform a religious duty rather than be forced to commit a sin. Identity cards,
however, are a hardship that cannot be avoided. On the one hand, those who do
not vote are threatened with prosectuion; and on the other hand, all female
identity card holders are required to attach their pictures to their cards.

The only purpose for this order appears to be the destruction of the Islamic
law of purdah. 1In a country where thousands of identity cards have been forged,
attaching the photographs of women to their cards will not end fraud; but it °
will result in either depriving innumerable women of their identity cards or
violating their purdah. We ask that the president withdraw the order if it has
not yet been issued and also not allow photographs of events and programs
featuring women to be publlshed in newspapers or shown on televison. Such
things do not add to women's rights but only make a spectacle of them and glve
rise to prostitution and immodesty

9863
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PAKISTAN

GOVERNMENT POSITION ON IDENTITY CARD PHOTOS FOR WOMEN SUPPORTED

Karachi AMN in Urdu 1 Jan 84 p 2 -

/Article by Juma Khan: "If Photographs on Women's Passports Are Considered

Necessary For the Haj Pilgrimage, Why Are Photographs of Women on Their Identity
Cards Not Considered Acceptable?'/

1£xcerp£7 Up to now in Pakistan it was not considered necessary to have photo-
graphs of women on their identity cards. Women who observed purdah /the veil/
enjoyed the privilege of not attaching their photographs to their identity
cards, a thumbprint was considered sufficient. When it was announced that
henceforth it would be necessary to attach photographs of women to their identity
cards, the proposal was strongly criticized in certain circles on the grounds
that it would violate the purdah of the women who observe it. If the government
required all women to attach their photographs to their identity cards, those
who observe purdah would be faced with a great dilemma: if they wished to

exert their right to vote, they would have to have their photographs taken,
which would necessitate their abandoning purdah. If they held the purdah more
important, they would have to refuse to have their photograph taken for their
identity card and thus forgo their right to vote. These ladies will have to
decide which of the two is more important to them: exercising their right to
vote or observing purdah.

A fact that deserves attention here is that many Islamic thinkers such as
Maulana Maududi hold the view that men also are forbidden to have their photo-
graphs taken and do not like their photographs or those of others to be taken.
They consider such photographs contrary to religious law on the grounds that
this law forbids the building of statues and the drawing of likenesses. The
federal Shariat Court, however, has declared that if necessary, a Muslim may
have his photograph taken. '

It should be noted that we pray facing the Kaaba, which is in Saudi Arabia,
where the shrine of the Prophet Mohammad is also located. . The government of
Saudi Arabia requires all pilgrims, including women, to attach photographs to
their passports. Muslims from all parts of the world, men and women, who travel
to Saudi Arabia to fulfill the requirement of haj have to have their photographs
in their passports. :




Those individuals who are protesting against President Zia's announcement that
photographs will be required on all identity cards held by'Muslim women should
give thought to this matter: if the Saudi Government requires that Muslim women
who wish to fulfill the haj duty have to include their photographs in their
passports, how can a regulation intended to check fraudulent voting by requiring
Muslim women to attach their photographs to their identity cards be considered
un-Islamic? The decision of the federal Shariat Court that if necessary a
Muslim's photograph can be taken should put an end to the protests against
requiring women to attach their photographs to their identity cards on the
grounds that it violates their purdah.

There are no women in the federal or provincial cabinets or in the Federal
Council who wear tentlike Buqas /1ong outer garment/ or whose photographs do
not appear in the newsapapers. If tentlike veils fulfill the requirement of
Islamic purdah, then either such veils should be declared mandatory or the
theologians should clarify how much purdah should be observed by Muslim women
in these times.

If the purdah regulations of Saudi Arabia or Iran are to be used as examples,
then as a matter of principle it would become necessary to place restrictions on
Pakistani and foreign films; close down move houses; have purdah observed in
television programs; forbid newspapers to publish photographs of unveiled women
ban unveiled women from appearing in public and if an unveiled woman should
appear in the market place, give the police the right to arrest her. Can we

do these things? We have to keep two considerations in mind: what can be done
today and what will be possible tomorrow. : ' ' '

9863
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EDITORIAL ADVISES RULERS TO ESCHEW FALSE ASSESSMENTS
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 5-11 Dec 83 p 5
[Editorial: '"Accept the Facts'"]

[Text] Leaders of our country's various governments have the habit of
making statements that contradict the facts. We would say that it is not

a habit but an inheritence that is bestowed on incumbent rulers. Our present
rulers are no exception. You must have heard such comments from our
leaders as, "Our country is at peace," "Respect for the veil and staying at
home by women has increased compared with the past," "Crime in our country
has been eradicated, criminals are inactive, the output of electricity has
increased, far-flung villages are bright with electric lights, the standard
of education in our country has improved, educated young men do not have to
look for jobs any more and the standard of living in our country is
dramatically improved" and so forth.

Such statements are published by our leading newspapers and journals with
glorious headlines. Radio and television also give prominence to such
reports. Radio and television are, after all, the government's own media,
but we are surprised at the newspapers, which claim to portray the truth.
They publish such statements immediately, with comments praising the leaders
issuing these statements.

Recently, we had the privilege of reading several such colorful statements
and noted how contrary to the facts these statements are. The government is
under the false impression that such statements can hide the awful truth and
that people, even when dying of hunger, will be pleased with such statements.
If we might speak frankly, we would say that the statements under question
are total fabrications. They have no relationship to the facts. We cannot
imagine what these leaders base their statements on. In fact, everywhere in
our country there are problems, agitations, lack of faith and dissatisfaction.
The absence of democracy has become a sickness in our society and we are
saddened at the lack of any political rights. The voicing of dissent results
in shame. Education is available but there is no respect for the educated.
Who does not know how difficult it is to obtain justice. Nobody in power
knows how graft has increased. No one comes forward to comment on such
things!
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Stories of self-sufficiency in agricultural products are circulated even when
people cannot even buy an onion. The common man cannot afford to buy onions
at 16 rupees a kilogram. The reasons given for the increase in prices of
ghee are at best ridiculous. A poor man on becoming ill prefers death to
seeing doctors demanding high fees. What can we say under such circumstances
except that such a horrible situation in any country always results in
revolution. Such a sad state of affairs gives birth to anarchy which

destroys the rulers. We would like to say.that the hiding of the truth is
never effective. Our rulers are better advised to make more honest statements
instead of trying to fool people with fictitious tales.

7997
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SHARIAT COURT HEAD SPEAKS ON QAZIS' ROLE, PRIVILEGES
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 21 Jan 84 pp 1, 3
[Article by Anwar Iqball

[Text] ISLAMABAD, Jan. 20: ‘One Sharish, Summsh, the concepts of

Qazi for each police station
and every Qazi to get Grade
17 and other related benefits’.
So observed Justice Aftab
Hussain, Chief Justice of the
Federal Shariat Court, in an
exclusive interview with The
Muslim.

*Islam says that a court should
be within walking ce of a
man's residence so that he can
dispose of his busginess on the
same day. That's why it has been
decided to have a Qazicourt in
every police station’ he added,

The Chief Justice mid the
main purpose of a Qazi court
will be ‘to dispose of cases as
quickly as possible! They will have
to decide cases withina statutory
time limit.

These goals, Aftab Hussain
said, could also be achieved by
enhancing the present number of
courts but the term ‘Qazi’ had a
special significance in Islamic his-
tory’, It would take us closer to
Shariah, and the sanctity which is
attached to the religious concept
of .justice will help the people in

avoiding un-Islamic’ prmctices, the
Judge added,

Asked if he thought that the
présent presiding officers of the
judiciary were not capable of
administering justice in accordance
with Islam, he mid he had full
confidence in the present courts
of law. But ‘what we require
is not change of duty or assign-
ment of new jobs. .

What we need is a8 change of
heart”.
The Chief Justice :said a Qazi
will have detailed knowledge of

the Holy Quran and the teachings
of the great jurists of the early
centuries, He will also be' aware
of the concept - of ‘ljtehad’ and
have a profound grasp of the pre-
sent statutory laws. These
features will distinguish a Qazi
court from the other courts.

Justice Aftab said that the pre-
sent courts were flooded with
litigation and thezefore not in a
position to dispose of caes in
time while the Qazi Courts Ordin-
ance has ensured speedy disposal
of cases, : . .

He mid there will be no bar
on the appointment of the present

incumbents of the judicial courts.
However, before the Ordinance is
implemented and the Qazi courts
start woxking, these functionaries

will have to enhance their
knowl of Qumn and Sumnah
and the laws of Figh.

To know wnether they have
teally enhanced their knowledge, a
wiritten test could be prescribed,
he added. He ‘mid that a proposal
was under consideration to set
up 8 ing .academy for the
judicial  officers but enhancing
knowledge of Sharish should not
be difficult for  the present
officers of the judiciary. After
all they are all law graduates
and have years of practical exper-
jence. They have also studied
Sharish at the law  colleges,

However, the Chief Justice
observed, a Qazi does not have
to be a law graduate. But this
should mnot be taken as an
effort tominimise the importance
of the lawyers, A law graduate H
more chances than an alim. It
should not .be an uphill task for
him to learn Sharish but it could
really be an uphill task for an
alim to leamn the present law and
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to'compete with lawyers.

When asked about those pre-
siding officers who were not law
fmduates, like Assistant Commiss-
oners and some of the magistra-
tes, he said, he could not say
anyth about . a particular
cadre, He refused to comment
when asked whether a presiding
officer was capable of doing
justice without having a proper
education in law and said it was
for the government to determine,

He said a Qazicourt will have
the power of administering both
criminal and civil laws. Taking
about the procedures to be adop-
ted by the Qazi courts, he said,
criminal casts may be brought by
the police and private complaints
may also ,ibefiled before a
Qazi court.

However, he said, the govemn-
ment was considering some
changes in the police department
itself. As long as the-police also
performs the duties of an inves-
tigation agency, quick disposal of
cases will not be possible, .

The police are always busy in
maintaining law and order,
controlling traffic and in other
duties. They have no time for
investigation, he added. The inves-
tigation, the Cheif Justice of the
FSC said, should not be the duty
of a ‘Thanedar. After all, tracing
or arresting an accused Wwas
different from investi-
gating about him, )

Investigation, Justice  Aftab
said, requires special training and
those who are trained for the
maintenance of law and order
cannot do that, 'In the dis-
tricts, - he said, where the Qazi
courts are being established on
experimental basis, investigation is
also being separated,



Similarly, he said, the prosecu-
tion department will also be
separated from the police and the
prosecution officers will function
under the district attomey instead
of an attached section of the dis-
trict  police. The
officers, he  said, will also be up-
graded as already announced by
the government. .

Asked in this
whether  the government would
also separate the judiciary from the
executive, he said he believed in
such separation and was one of
tgglse . who think that
additional expenses were required
for this, He added that noewq that
the Qazi courts were being set up,
it was the most appropriate time
to accomplish this,

Replying to another question
he said that the esfablishment of
Qazi courts will not be a dis-
advantage for thelawyers as some
of them beligve, . .

‘Rather it will be an additional

blessing, It will be an incentive

for the employmeat of lswyers
as Qazis and their need for
appearance in the courts cannever
be minimised. . ) .

Isiam, Justice Aftab Hussain
Sﬂd-tg:ltt no curb on  lawyers,
On other hand there is. .an
opinion in Figh that if a person
brings another person to the court
for his help, he should be allowed
to doso, R

Asked if a poor acoused will
be provided with a lawyer in the
Qazi courts, the Chief Justice
said, a poor accused in Even legal
assistance - ) Only cases
punishable with death. In. -othe
cases he is mot entitied, However,
in Shariat courts, he said, even in
ordinll:;ye cases vi:i dpdor m'xm”d
may proviie w 1
assistance, . . cgal

This shortcoming in other
courts can allyeamovewome by
setting up leg committees.
‘But this should be .done by
the people as the government was
not1fia position to do that".
©  Asked whether a man can get
justice without the help of a law-
yer or not, he sgaid it was
difficult becausc there are %
many laws that it was not

ossible for a layman to conduct

E's case without the assistance
of the lawyer. : o

“The question whether a wit-
ness i reliable or not can be
determined - satisfactorly by his
cross-examination which itself is an
art and no layman can success-
fully cross-examine a_witness’, said
Chief Justice of the FSC. -

CSO:
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prosecution:

* connecfion

no.

Asked if the present police
was fit for implementing
Shariah laws, he said if the present
police officials ve up their
old pnctice of refusng to
register a case, bing only
truthful witnesses  before  the
courts, many faults could be
remedied, - .
©  Talking about the compliants
against police, he said separation
of the mvestigation agency will
minimise the chances of
corruption.

He said it was wrong tEsay
that a court has to depend on
an FIR. ‘Judges do not take
matters blindfoldedly and it. is
also a principle in Figh Han-ﬁa
that if a person delays in_giving
report or producing witnesses
before a reasonable court, the
court may not rely upon the
report or the witness. This prin-
ciple, which is called the prin-
iple of Tagadum, is also follow-

inrep}ying upon an FIR’, said
Justice Aftab Husain,

He ggreed that even an FIR
brought before the court in time
could be false but said that at
the most one can put checks
and counter checks on the
police or any other depart
ment dealing with the public.

The fault i8 not -of the
police only. If our social setup
is OK. everything will be alright.
What we require is complete
change of society’, he said,

He said one way to minimise
temptation is to give more bene-
fits to the officials dealing with
the public and that’s
Qazi’s are being given Grade -
17 with all other benefits of that
grade. .

Justice Aftab Hussain said that
there was already a law to chéck
the malpractices of the officials
which has unfortunately never
been implemented.

Under this law, he wid, if 2

man was living beyond his known
means of income, he shall be pre-

sumed to be uv{ng on unlawful
[

He mid, a presding officer
should not have more 0-

500 cases on his file at a time
and only then he should be
expected to dispose off cases
without delay.

A Qazi, he sid, will decide a
case within g fixed time and if he
fails to do'so, there may be
room for higher officials to ask
the reason for delay and warm:

him to speed up.
He mid, he did not knc
whether there was any scher

for training the police for ti
Shariat laws but he beliewt
they should be trained in Sharis
as well. :

To the question why some ¢
the judges ar¢ employed: o
adhoc basis' and why they ar
jven extension after every yew

ment.’ Then added, ‘In our cour
only thoe who
employed sfter their retirement
or the religious scholars are o1
adhoc basis. The rest  are per
xrm'nent;s'iug cher " ‘li

Re| to another question he
said % is the President who
decides whether an adhoc judge
shoula be given extension after
the expiry of his iod. of
congract this decision is
made on the basis of the reports
about his physical and intellectual
capabilities,

He sgid during his loniamda-
tion with the judiciary he was
never approached by the higher
authorities and 1no one ever
tried to influence his judgment.

He said none of his colleagues
have ever complined of such
intprference.




INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER PLANNED

Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 18 Jan 84 p 3

[Text]

CsO:

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 17: An
International Convention
Centre will be constructed in
[slamabad having a  seating
capacity of 1000 persons with

connected  conference halls,

committee tooms, VIP rooms
for the visiting heads of
state and delegations, the
Ministry of Planning and
Development  sources  said
here today.

According to the sources, it
was decided in the cabinet
committee, appointed by the pre-
sident, on the construction of a
cultural complex at Islamabad.

The committee met here this

week under the Chairmanship of
Dr. Mahbubul Hagq, Federal Minis-
ter for Planning and Development.

Thé meeting was attended by
the Minister for Culture, Sports
and Tourism, Minister for Educa-
tion, Secretary Culture, Chairman,
CDA and senior officials from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Finance, Planning Division and the
Ministry of Culture and Sports.
The committes studied the plans
and design of major components
of the cultural complex. .

The international, convention
centre/conference  hall will be
constructed, with & view to pro-
vide adequate facilities of inter-
national standards for holding
moots, conventions and
conferences.  of international
organisations both govermental and
nongovernmental.

The committee also discussed
the ancillary facilities which would

4600/328

be needed for a large conven-
tion centre of such dimensions,
The complex, will be develop-
ed as an integrated monument,
reflecting both the contribution of
Istam to the development of li-
terature, art, architecture, science,
technology and the human
thought, and the historical and cul-
tural heritage of Pakistan, —APP’
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TI VOICES CONCERN OVER HIGH PRICES
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Jan 84 p 6
[Article by Murtaza Malik]

[Text] PESHAWAR, Jan. 21: The Pro-
vincial Committee of the defunct
Tehrike Istiglal has expressed
deep concern over the high prices .
‘of esential commodities which, it
observed, had made the life of the . .
people miserable,

e Committee which met here
on Friday under the chairmanship
of Syed Munir Shah said that the
rapidly increasing cost of living had
added to the social evil
Corruption, thefts and robberies
had become a regular and com-
mon feature, while the law and
order was in sorry shape. Embez-
zlements in the banks, it added,
had also gone up. )

While discussing the .economic
‘and political situation in the
country, the meeting reiterated
that the Tehrik will continue its
struggle till the complete restosa-
tion of democracy. It described as
baseless the government
propaganda that the Movement for
the Restoration of Democracy had
failed. The fact was that the
number of sacrifices and arrests
offered this time were ‘unprece-
"dented. It feared that fhe struggle
could take a dangerous direction
if the government did not realise
the gravity of the situation and
change its oppressive policies. It
therefore called for the zelease of
all the detained MRD men, lifting
of ban on political parties and
activities and holding of elec
tions under the 1973 Constitution
to transfer power to the elec-
ted representatives of the people.

The Committee also paid
tributes to all those who had
suffered during the MRD struggle. -
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KHUHRO TALKS ABOUT SINDHI RESENTMENT, DEMANDS

Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 Jan 84 p 8

[Text]

CSO:

HYDERABAD, Jan. 19: Addressing
a large gathering ot Sunn on the
occasion of the 81st birthday of
Mr. GM. Syed, Dr. Hameeda
Khuhro warned the Government
that the demands of the people
of Sind may soon escalate beyond

provincial autonomy, restoration of

democracy or parity.

She said that the previous MRD
movement was unplanned but the
next movement will be different
story . She said Wali Khan's jibe
that the people of Sind 'were
cowards had been proved false in
the recent MRD movement. The
people of Sind, Hameeda Khuhro
said, had fought without arms
during the movement but now
they were well trained, .

She charged the government
with hiding the casualty:, figures
and said that one American journa-
list had informed her that 832
persons were killed and 2031
injured in Sind. She said when the
people of Sind sent medicines for
those who had been injured and
were admitted to hospitals, the
authorities retumed them, - The
ideology of G.M. Syed, she said, has
awakened the people of Sind.

She also read out a message sent
by Akbar Khan Bugti to G.M. Syed.
In his message, Bugtitold the
people of Sind that they would not
achieve their goal until and unless
they took practical steps. He
wsured the people of Sind that
Baluchistan would back them up in
‘heir struggle,

4600/329
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CONFERENCE ON ACCELERATING SIND DEVELOPMENT PLANNED

Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 Jan 84 p 6

[Text] KARACHI, Jan. 19: A

CSO:

cial
conference will be convened in the
interior of Sind in early March to
evolve a stra for accelerating
the pace of development in the
rural areas of the province, Dr.
Mahbtubul Haq, Federal Minister for
Planning said here today.

He was briefing newsmen on his
‘100-minute  meeting with the
provincial Governor Lt. Gen. S. M.
Abbasi at the Sind Secretariat this
morning.

In the “wideranging discus-
sions” the Governor and the Plann-
ing Minister agreed on the need for
a special conference to analyse the
problems of Rural Sind. They felt
that official efforts should be

focused on drawing up concrete
programmes and projects for rural
development according to the Sixth
Plan priorities and policies.

Apart from officials from the
Planning Commission and the Sind
Government, the conference would
be attended by policy makers and
both foreign and local experts.

Dr. Mahbutul . Hag sid the
Governor felt that the same energy
and commitment shoud go fto

repare concrete programme for

gesglopment of Ruga?géind which
had gone into the special develop-
ment programme for Karachi
estimated to cost Rs. 3.4 billion in
the public sector and Rs. 1.35
billion in the private sector.

The Planning Minister smid the
conference woufd also discuss the
adoption of technology that could
turn brackish water into drinking
water and also use brackish water
for irrigation purposes. A German
team of experts is already here
and more experts would come to
study what can be done in this area.

4600/329

Dr. Haq said besides the special
plan for Karachi, a sum of Rs. two
billion would be spent.on the city
under the normal programme of the
Sind Government and also in addi-
tion to what the local authorities
are doing. He revealed that a sum of
Rs. 30 billion would be spent in
Karachi for provision of public
services during the Sixth Plan
Period. These include programmes
funded by the Federal Government,
private sector and departments
responsible for electricity,
telephone or ports, housing etc.

The Planning Minister said the
special plan for Karachi - had

received” extremely favourable
response” and  ‘“‘considerable
support” which justified the

confidence that majority of the

projects would be picked. by
donors. He held out thg assurance

that enough domestic and exter--

nal resources would be available for
the special plan. .
He said negotiations with aid

giving agencies would start in March

and the plan would be presented
before the pledging session of the
consortium in April. The execution
of the projects would start from th
budget year 1984-85. .

Dr. Haq said the government
would also look into the possibi-
lity of development of a Right

-taken now_ - though the
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Dadu and Thatta would benetit

from the RBDO.

He said preparation of the
RBDO' feasibility would be under-
project
which would be executed under
the seventh plan.

In  his discussions with the
Governor Dr. Haq also agreed to
look into the possibility of a
Rs. $20 million alternative bridge

on'Indus at Kotri. He said feasi-

bility study on replacement and
repairs of Sukkur Barrage would
be ‘ready by June and the imple-
mentation of the project would
start from next fiscal year. )

i

Bank drainage outfall Project on -

the pattern of the Left Bank
Drainage outfall (LBDO), costing
about 644 million dollars. The
LBDO would greatly revolutionise
agricultural production in Nawab-
shah, Sanghar, Badin- and Thar-
parkar. He said two-thirds of the
finances required for LBDQ have
been lined up from the IBRD,
ADB, Canada and the U.X. “Given
all the indications, he added, the
balance amount will be forth
coming and the project would
be fully funded”. He said Larkana,
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THREE MODERN AIRPORTS PLANNED

Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 21 Jan 84 p 6

[Text] QUETTA, Jan. 20: A master plan
for the construction of tgrce
modern airports at Islamabad,
Karachi and Lahore is expected
to be ready in about two'months
time. It was learnt here today.

The new airports would cost

Rs. 4,500 million to be financed
mostly through the Civil Aviation
Authority’s own resources and
with credits to be raised by the
C.AA. : - ’
. Meanwhile the first phase of the
C.A.A action plan providing for the
urgent expansion and renovation
of the existing 24 airports in the
country has been compieted.

Work on the second phase is
in progress providing for modern-
jsation and expansion of the
airports and adding a few more to
bring the people of far-flung areas
still closer to each other. It would
promote national integration and
economic cohesion of the nation.

These sources said with the
completion of the third and final

phase alt the navigational aids
would be integrated with  the
sommunication gystem and radars in
the country. PPI '

CS0: 4600/331

92




SOLAR SYSTEM TO ELECTRIFY 430 VILLAGES

Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Jan 84 p 3

[Article by Sikandar Hayat]

[Text]

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 21: 430
villages will be electrified through
solar photovoltic system within
1984, it was learnt here today.
Most of these villages are either
two small or too remote to
qualify economically or  techni-
ally for oconnection from the
national grid.

Gf these villages 235 belong to
Baluchistan. The Sixth Plan, now
in its first year of implementa-
tion, envisages the extention of
electricity to 22,500
An enemgy expert -

potential of * renewable - ‘sources
like biomass, solar and wind the
Sixth Plan, rural electrification pro-
gramme will fall short of the
target.

By the end of the year over
400 KWP will be available
through exploitation of  various
sources, With the breakup solar
photovoltic 225 KWP, wind 40
KWP, and bioelectrification 30
KWP. By now three solar systems
already in operation produce 45

CSO: 4600/332

villages.
- said that
without seriously considering the .

KWP, of which the recently open-
ed station at village Bhaddin,
Sialkot produces 20 KWP..

The biggest solar station will
be set up in Kharan, Baluchistan
with capacitv of 100 KWP._.The
first system was st up at
Mimuala near Chakwal in 1980,
which has a generating capacity
of 5 KWP,

In all about Rs. 1200 million
are expected to .be invested on
solar power generation, includ'm%
grants _ from a number o
countries- and international bodies.

Meanwhile, a joint venture
for the manufacture of photovo-
tic cells is being planned
between a Japanese firm and a
Pakistani company, both in the pri-
vate sector. By next year this
venture is expected to build a
a&acity of manufacturing 500
KW. Another 500 KW photovol
tic cells are expected to be
manufactured by Solarex, an
American firm recently represen-
ted hers through the American
investors’ outfit  called.-OPIC.




LOW COST HYDEL POWER PLANTS BEING CONSIDERED

Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 21 Jan 84 p 6

[Text]

CSO:

KARACHI, Jan. 20: Federal
Secretary for Water . and

Pokver, Mohammad Akram -

Khan has said that owing to
power shortage in the country,

the government was seriously

considering to install low<ost
hydel power plants wherever.
feasible. Lo

Winding up a two-day-multi-
"topic international symposium orga--
snised by Institution of Electrical
Engineers Pakistan, (IEEP), Karachi
Centre yesterday he said govern-
ment has worked out possibili-
tics of installing such plants in
‘mountainous :.» areas where water:
and fall is available, but the major
deterrent & is the lack of grid
system which makes installation of
these plants highly expensive.

. These micro-power plants, Mr.
Akram said, can, however, be;
installed all along the canals as|
suggested in the symposium. He
said government is ready to pro-
vide every type of help in imple-
menting this scheme because it
will help minimise power shortage.

Referring to power rtage in
the Bountry, the Federal Secretary
said that in certain areas load-
shedding will continue for years
to come as very serious thinking
was required to deal with the
problem. :

He " said such symposiums
as organised by the IEEP play
important role in highlighting the
actual problems and suggesting
their solution.

The, Federal Power Secretary
said he was deeply impressed to
soo the enthugiasm shown -by the
engineering students at the sym-
posium. )
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" Dr. A. T. Khan, Vice Chance-
Dor of 'NE:;‘EM cl‘Jlniver
sity, sddre a - technical sess-
jon of the symposium disclosed
that a ‘new department of envi-

" ronmental engineering is  being

stablished at .- university
zvhere -elecui‘aluaig mechanical

" engineers  will work together to

find out ways and medns to solve
the  pollution problem of the

‘country, especially of Karachi, A

student” of Lahore Engineering
University, Khawaja Moinuddin in
his paper on micro-power plants
claimed that atleast 1000 mw
electricity can be  -generated

through installation of micro-power

plants all along the canals and
equipment for these plants can
be manufactured jocally. -

Earlier, Mr. Abrar Ali, Secres-
tary of the Institution presented
his report covering the activities
of IEEP during the past year.

In all 17 papers were presen- .
ted at the symposium by local .

and foreign exports.—PP]
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COLD ROLLING MILL TO BE OPERATIVE SOON

Katachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 28 Jan 84 p 1

[Text]

‘The operation of the combined clude pig-iron, coak, billets, hot
silting and sharing section #nd hot rolled sheets, galvanised sheets be-
rolled coil conveyer machines— sides ammonium sulphate, coaltar
the two last sectionsof the cold and slag. All the units when fully
rolling mill unit of the Pakistan operative will produce 1.25 lakh
Steel has been found satisfactory tons pig-iron and 2.15 lakh coak

during the dry trial run.
According to the Pakistan Steel
sources the trial production
this unit will start soon zftér the
completion of trial run,

The remaining sections of .the

in addition to the production of

11 lakh tons steel annually. The
annual production cost has been
estimated at Rs. 6000 million
while annual savings will be to the
tune of Rs. 2,000 million.—APP.

PAKISTAN

cold rolling wil which include
pickling line, reversible stand.
temper mill bail furnace, etc., will
also be operative by middle of the
current year. With the completion
of cold rolling mill, the countrys
biggest coordinated system  of
steel units will be completed in all
respects. The other units of the
.Pakistan - Steol- completed so -far
were the hot strip mill, billet mill,
stecl-making plant complex, blast
furnace, coke oven by-product
plant, refrectory and lime calina
tion plant, oxygen plan thermal
power plant and many gther re-
lated plants.

The cold rolling mill will pro-
duce cold rotled sheets, galvanized
sheets and formed sections like
channel angle, girders, etc,

The Pakistan Steel products in-
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MOVING BANK HEADQUARTERS DEMANDED--Lahore, Jan. 18: The Punjab Government is
understood to have resubmitted its proposal to the Federal Government for
shifting of the headquarters of at least two commercial banks to either La-
hore or to Islamabad. According to reliable sources, the proposal was that
the headquarters of two of the five nationalised commercial banks be shifted
to Islamabad from Karachi to facilitate trading and business dealing with the
banks for securing loans and other facilities. Lahore was suggested as the
other probable site for locating the banks headquarters. The proposal was
initially mooted and discussed at the Federal Cabinet meeting held at the
Governor's House, Lahore c¢n November 14, 1981 and it was not found practicable
to shift the banks headquarters from Karachi to either Islamabad or Lahore.
However, as a result of this exercise in futility, the powers of the regional
heads of the banks in respect of loans and credit facilities was considerably
increased but even this arrangement was not been found satisfactory by the
region's business and trading houses and industrialists. There has been no
response from the Federal Government so far in this respect either in the af-
firmative or otherwise. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 19 Jan 84 p 61

LOWERING OF PRICES DEMANDED--Peshawar, Jan. 18: A meeting held here today
under the auspices of MRD has demanded that the prices of petrol and other
essentials should be brought down to give some relief to the hard hit common
man. The meeting was held to protest against the high cost of living. It was
presided over by Abdul Rashid Sattar and addressed by Haji Ghulam Ahmad Bilour,
Arbab Saifur Rahman, Dilbar Khan of Takkar, Abdullah Sani and Akhunzada Abdul
Mannan. The speakers accused the government of adding to the économic problems
of the people through frequent increases in the prices of the public sector
products and controlled items. They said that the sugar mills had been allowed
to make huge profits at the cost of the growers and the consumers. They de-
manded that the prices of sugarcane should be increased reasonably. A leader
of the defunct NDP Dilbar Khan of Takkar, said that the movement for the res—-
toration of democracy had been a complete success in the three smaller provinces.
He, however, regretted that Punjab had not played its part well. He suggested
that the MRD leadership should ask the Punjab leaders about the indifference
of that province towards the movement. Punjab being the "elder brother", he
added, was supposed to play a bigger role but unfortunately these hopes had
not been fulfilled. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 19 Jan 84 p 6]

DETAINEES RELEASED--Multan: Eight out of nine detenus were today released
from the district jail of D. G. Khan under the orders of the Deputy Martial
LaX]Administrator, Multan. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 19 Jan 84
P
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FILES ON CITIZENS PLANNED--Islamabad, Jan. 20: 1In an attempt to control the
rising crimes, the police of the federal capital today started distributing

a form to be filled by every member of a family. A citizen will have to fill
in his address, profession, identity card number and the number of domestic
servants. He will also give the names and addresses of his relatives living
in Rawalpindi and Islamabad, with whom he has frequent social contacts., The
number of vehicles owned by him and their registration number and models will
also be provided to the police through this form. The addresses of the persons
who usually visit the house such as doctor, barber, fitter, plumber, electri-
cian are also to be filled in. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 21 Jan

84 p 1]

DEVELOPMENT OF MINES PLANNED--D. G. Khan, Jan. 20: A sum of Rs. 607.3 million
_ has been allocated for exploring and development of mines in the Punjab this
year. This was stated by Rana M, Sultan, Chief Inspector Mines, Punjab while

addressing a meeting of mine inspectors and officials of Labour department.

He said Institute of Mining Lahore, Geological Survey of Pakistan, 0il and

Gas Development Corporation, Directorate of Industries and Mineral Development,
Inspectorate of Mines and cement industry were striving for exploration and
development of mines.--APP. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 21 Jan 84

p 6]

VEGETABLE SEED PLANT PLANNED--Islamabad, Jan. 27--The government will shortly
set up a vegetable seed plant in the public sector to increase vegetable pro-
duction in the country. This was announced here this morning by the Federal
Minister for Agriculture, Vice Admiral Muhammad Fazil Janjua, while addressing
a function to mark the fourth anniversary of Jumma Bazar. The Minister said
that the Research Department of the Government, which was engaged evolving
quality vegetable seed, would extend full cooperation to the private sector in
setting up seed plant. He said that the Government would also look into the
possibility of the setting up of another seed plant in the public sector.

[Excerpt] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Jan 84 p 1]

iERMISSION FOR PRIVATE»T. V. STATIONS--Lahore, Jan. 21: Seﬁh Abid a renowned

nvestor and businessman, has sought the permission of'the“Governm;nt of Paki-

stan for establishing a network of private television stations. He has alread

put forward his proposal to the higher authorities. He wants Eo set up hi e
television stations in the country with the help of a renowned Pakistagi fi—

nancial institution working ab ,
22 e g e g g road. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English

g%g-GOVERNMENT TALKS DENIED--Hyderabad, Jan. 18: The Acting President defunct
Sind, Makhdoom Ameen Faheem has contradicted the news items appearing in a
section of Press that MRD would start negotiations with the Government.,  In
a Press statement he said the question of holding a dialogue with government
does not arise. The MRD is rigid on the four-point demands and MRD would not
be flex%ble on these demands. He contradicted the rumours by 'mischief-
mongers’' that MRD was being undone. He also contradicted reports that there
was a rift among the MRD leaders. He supported the statement of Sardar Sherbaz
Khan Mazari and said the Central Committee of MRD will discuss it in the
Dext meeting., He said that he had detailed talks with Miss Benazir Bhutto on
telephone. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 19 Jan 84 p 8]
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